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AUTHOR'S  PREFACE 


FIRST  EDITION  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


Our  estimation  of  the  holy  scriptures  should  be  proportionable 
to  their  importance  and  excellence.  That  ignorance  of  spiritual 
things,  which  is  so  natural  to  all  men,  demonstrates  their  necessity ; 
and  the  happy  influence  which  they  have  upon  the  mind  in  seasons 
of  adversity  and  distress,  proves  their  value  ajid  utility.  They  are 
admirably  adapted  to  our  circumstances,  as  they  present  us  with  a 
complete  system  of  truth  and  a  perfect  rule  of  conduct,  and  thus 
make  those  who  properly  understand  them  wUe  unto  salvation. 

But  whatever  relates  either  to  faith  or  to  practice,  was  delivered 
in  ages  very  distant  from  the  present,  in  places  very  remote  fiflm 
the  spot  which  we  inhabit,  and  bv  persons  of  habits  and  manners 
materially  different  from  those  with  which  we  are  familiar.  General 
and  permanently  established  usages,  to  which  persona  conformed 
themselves  from  early  infancy,  must  have  had  a  strong  hold  of  the 
mind,  and  would  greatly  influence  the  turn  of  thought  and  the 
mode  of  expression.  By  these  circumstances  we  must  suppose  the 
penmen  of  the  scriptures  to  have  been  affected ;  nor  can  we  expect 
that  a  revelation  coming  from  God,  through  the  medium  of  men  of 
like  passions  with  ourselves,  should  be  divested  of  such  peculiari- 
ties. This  consideration,  so  far  from  disparaging  divine  revelation, 
on  the  principle  that  it  is  more  local  than  universal,  in  some 
measure  serves  to  authenticate  it;  for  though  upon  a  superficial 
view  of  the  subject,  this  circumstance  may  appear  to  give  it  such 
an  aspect,  yet  upon  mature  examination  it  wnf  be  found  that  if  it 
contain  those  branches  and  articles  of  truth,  which  are  of  general 
application,  and  which  are  productive  of  similar  effects  in  distant 
ages  and  places,  whatever  local  peculiarities  it  may  possess,  remain 
convincing  and  perpetual  evidences  of  its  credibility,  while  those 
circumstances  are  known  to  have  existed,  or  are  in  any  measure 
retained  by  the  eastern  nations. 

If  the  credibility  of  the  Bible  be  in  any  degree  connected  with 
the  customs  which  are  therein  recorded  or  alluded  te,  it  is  cert^nly 
very  material  to  observe,  that  in  the  East  the  usages  and  habits  of 
the  people  are  invaxiable ;  many  of  those  which  are  pardcularly 
observable  in  the  scriptures  i3ontinue  to  this  day  unaltered;  and 
doubtless,  many  things  which  are  noticed  as  singularities  of  more 
recent  establishment,  may  be  traced  back  into  ages  now  almost 
forgotten,  the  distance  of  time  and  the  remoteness  of  situation, 
being  the  only  circiunstances  which  obscure  the  connexion  between 
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the  past  and  the  present  state  of  things.  MuUa  renascentur  quae 
jam  cecidere,  Horace.  That  the  eastern  customs  remain  unchanged 
is  a  fact  so  incontestable^  that  the  Baron  de  Montesquieu,  in  his 
Spirit  of  Laws  (b.  xiv.  c.  4),  has  endeavoured  to  assign  a  natural 
cause  ibr  it  Sir  J.  Chardin,  from  whose  travels  and  MS.  papers 
many  articles  have  been  selected  for  the  following  work,  adverting 
to  his  collections  for  the  illustration  of  the  Bible,  says,  "  the  lan- 
guage of  that  divine  book  (especially  of  the  Old  Testament)  being 
oriental,  and  very  often  figurative  and  hyperbolical,  those  parts  of 
scripture  which  are  written  in  verse,  and  in  the  prophecies,  are  full 
of  figures  and  hyperboles,  which,  as  it  is  manii^st,  cannot  be  well 
understood  without  a  knowledge  of  the  things  from  whence  such 
figures  are  taken,  which  are  natural  properties  and  particular  man- 
ners of  the  countries  to  which  they  refer :  I  discerned  this  in  my 
first  voyage  to  the  Indies ;  for  I  gradually  found  a  greater  sense 
aftd  beauty  in  divers  passages  of  scripture  than  I  had  before,  by 
having  in  my  view  the  things,  either  natural  or  moral,  which  ex- 
plained them  to  me:  and  in  perusing  the  different  translations, 
which  the  greatest  part  of  the  translators  of  the  Bible  had  made,  I 
observed  that  every  one  of  them,  (to  render  the  expositions  as  they 
thought  more  intelligible)  used  such  expressions  as  would  accom- 
modate the  phrase  to  the  places  where  they  wrote,  which  did  not 
only  many  times  pervert  tne  text,  but  often  rendered  the  sense  ob- 
scure, and  sometimes  absurd  also.  In  fine,  consulting  the  com- 
mentators upon  such  kind  of  passages,  I  found  very  strange  mis- 
takes in  them  ;  and  that  they  had  all  along  guessed  at  the  sense, 
and  did  but  grope  (as  in  the  dark)  in  the  search  of  it ;  and  from 
these  reflections  I  took  a  resolution  to  make  my  Remarks  upon 
many  passages  of  the  scripture,  persuading  myself  that  they  would 
be  equally  agreeable  and  profitable  for  use.  And  the  learned,  to 
whom  I  communicated  my  design,  encouraged  me  very  much  (by 
their  commendations)  to  proceed  in  it ;  and  more  especially  when 
I  informed  them,  that  it  is  not  in  Asia  as  in  our  Europe,  where 
there  are  frequent  changes,  more  or  less,  in  the  form  of  things,  as 
the  habits,  buildings,  gardens,  and  the  like.  In  the  East  they  are 
constant  in  all  things ;  the  habits  are  at  this  day  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  in  the  precedent  ages,  so  that  one  may  reasonably  believe, 
that  in  that  part  of  the  world  the  exterior  forms  of  things,  (as  their 
manners  and  customs)  are  the  same  now  as  they  were  two  thousand 
years  since,  except  in  such  changes  as  may  have  been  introduced 
byreligion,  which  are  nevertheless  very  inconsiderable."  (Preface 
to  Travels  ifi  Persia,  p.  vi.) 

The  language  of  the  scriptures  is  highly  figurative.  It  abounds 
with  allusions  and  metaphors,  and  from  this  source  obtains  many 
of  its  beauties.  The  objects  of  nature,  and  the  manners  of  nations, 
are  introduced  to  diversify  and  adorn  the  sacred  page  ;  and  many 
of  the  boldest  and  finest  images,  which  are  there  to  be  found,  are 
formed  upon  established  customs.     Such  passages,  when  first  de- 
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livered^  were  easily  understood  and  fully  comprehended^  and  came 
to  the  mind  with  an  energy  which  gave  them  certain  effect.  If  a 
similar  influence  do  not  accompany  them  to  persons  whose  resi- 
dence is  in  distant  climes  and  ages^  it  is  because  they  are  unac- 
quainted with  such  circumstances  as  are  therein  alluded  Jo,  or 
because  they  suffer  their  own  habits  and  manners  to  prepossess 
the  mind  with  disafiection,  to  every  thing  discordant  from  its  own 
particular  and  fevourite  modes.  If  we  desire  to  understand  the 
word  of  God  as  it  was  originally  revealed,  we  must  not  fail  to  ad- 
vert to  its  peculiarities,  and  especially  those  of  the  description  in 
question.  It  will  be  found  absolutely  impossible  to  develop  the 
meaning  of  many  passages,  without  recurring  to  the  customs  with 
which  they  are  connected ;  and  these,  when  brought  forward,  will 
remove  the  abstruseness  which  was  supposed  to  attend  the  subject, 
and  give  it  a  just  and  clear  representation. 

The  accumulated  labours  of  biblical  critics  have  succeeded  in 
clearing  up  many  difficulties ;  but  in  some  instances  they  have 
failed,  and  have  left  the  inquirer  bewildered  and  perplexed.  The 
reason  they  have  not  done  better  has  been  the  want  of  a  proper 
attention  to  oriental  customs.  Commentators  in  general  have  not 
sufficiently  availed  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  travellers  into 
the  East.  It  is  but  rarely  that  any  materials  are  drawn  from  their 
journals  to  elucidate  the  scriptures.  The  few  instances  which 
occur  of  this  sort,  discover  how  happily  they  may  be  explained  by 
this  method,  and  excite  our  surprise  and  regret  at  the  neglect  of  it. 

A  spirit  of  inquiry  and  research  seems  to  have  animated  those 
persons,  who,  during  the  two  last  centuries,  explored  the  regions 
of  the  East.  Many  of  them  were  men  of  considerable  natural 
talents,  and  acquired  learning.  While  they  indulged  a  laudable 
curiosity  in  collecting  information  on  general  subjects,  they  did  not 
neglect  sacred  literature.  By  their  industry  the  geography,  natural 
history,  religious  ceremonies,  and  miscellaneous  customs  of  the 
Bible,  and  the  eastern  nations  have  been  compered  and  explained, 
and  that  essentially  to  the  advantage  of  the  former. 

But  with  regard  to  these  writers  it  must  be  observed,  that  many 
excellent  things  of  the  kind  here  adverted  to  are  only  incidentally 
mentioned.  Some  observations  which  they  have  made  are  capable 
of  an  application  which  did  not  present  itself  to  their  minds ;  so 
that  in  addition  to  a  number  of  passages  which  they  have  profess- 
edly  explained,  select  portions  of  their  works  miy  be  brought  into 
the  same  service.  To  collect  these  scattered  fragments,  and  make 
a  proper  use  of  them,  is  certainly  a  laborious  work :  it  has,  how- 
ever, been  ably  executed  by  the  late  Mr.  Harmer ;  his  Observa- 
tions on  divers  Passages  of  Scripture  are  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed.  It  must  be  acknowledged  to  his  praise,  that  he  led  the 
way  in  this  department  of  literature,  and  has  contributed  as  much 
as  any  one  man  to  disseminate  the  true  knowledge  of  many  parts 
of  holy  writ.     But  his  work  is  too  copious  for  general  utility :  it 
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will  never  fail  to  be  read  by  the  scholar ;  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  the  generality  of  christians  can  derive  much  benefit  from  that, 
which  from  its  extent  is  almost  inaccessible  to  many  persons.  It 
must  also  be  admitted  that  some  of  the  subjects  which  are  there 
discussed  may  be  dispensed  with,  as  not  being  of  much  importance. 
The  style  is  sometimes  prolix,  and  difficult  of  conception,  and  the 
arrangement  is  certainly  capable  of  improvement.  On  the  whole, 
the  book  would  be  more  valuable  if  it  were  more  select  in  its  sub- 
jects and  compressed  in  its  language.  This  object  long  appeared 
so  important,  that  I  determined  to  execute  an  abridgment  of  these 
observations  for  my  own  private  use ;  but  upon  further  reflection, 
I  was  induced  to  undertaxe  the  compilation  of  a  volume  to  include 
the  substance  of  the  best  writers  of  this  class.  The  production 
now  offered  to  the  public  is  the  fruit  of  that  resolution. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  select  from  Mr.  Harmer's  Observations 
whatever  appeared  important  and  interesting.  This  has  not  indeed 
been  done  in  the  form  of  a  regular  abridgment ;  but  after  extract- 
ing such  materials  as  appeared  suitable,  I  have  inserted  them  in 
those  places,  where,  according  to  the  passages  prefixed  to  each  of 
the  articles,  they  ought  to  stand.  This  method  I  apprehend  to  be 
new,  and  not  before  attempted,  but  I  hope  will  prove  both  agree- 
able and  useful.  As  it  is  the  avowed  intention  of  each  article  to 
explain  some  passage,  it  is  proper  that  it  should  be  inserted  at 
length,  and  in  a  manner  so  conspicuous  as  at  once  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  reader. 

To  the  materials  collected  from  Mr.  Harmer,  have  been  added 
some  very  important  remarks  from  Shaw,  Pococke,  Russell,  Bruce, 
and  other  eminent  writers.  It  is  admitted  that  many  of  these 
things  have  repeatedly  passed  through  the  press  ;  but  as  the  valu- 
able observations  which  have  been  made  by  travellers  and  critics 
lie  interspersed  in  separate  and  expensive  publications,  a  compen- 
dious selection  of  them  appeared  very  desirable,  and  is  here  accom- 
plished. 

But  many  of  the  following  observations  are  original :  they  are 
not  however  particularly  distinguished  from  the  rest.  I  must  here 
avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
Mr.  Gillingwater,  of  Harleston  in  Norfolk,  for  the  very  liberd 
manner  in  which  he  favoured  me  with  the  use  of  his  manuscript 
papers.  They  consist  of  additions  to,  and  corrections  of  Mr. 
Harmer's  Observations,  and  were  communicated  to  that  gentleman 
with  a  view  to  assist  him  in  the  farther  prosecution  of  his  work ; 
but  it  was  too  late,  as  the  fourth  and  last  volume  was  then  nearly 
completed  at  the  press,  and  in  a  single  instance  only  towards  the 
close  of  it  was  any  use  made  of  these  materials.  From  this  coU 
lection  I  have  made  many  extracts,  and  have  enriched  this  volume 
with  several  new  articles  on  subjects  which  had  not  before  been 
discussed.  In  the  progress  of  my  work  I  have  also  derived  very 
considerable  assistance  from  many  valuable  books  furnished  by 
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James  Brown,  Esq.  of  St.  Albans,  for  which  I  acknowledge  my- 
self greatly  obliged,  and  especially  for  his  very  careful  correction 
of  the  manuscript  before  it  went  to  the  press. 

That  this  work  might  be  rendered  acceptable  to  the  scholar,  and 
those  who  have  inclination  to  consult  the  sources  from  whence  the 
information  it  contains  is  drawn,  the  authorities  in  most  instances 
have  been  very  particularly  inserted.  It  must  however  be  observ- 
ed, that  one  principal  object  in  view  was  the  advantage  of  christians 
in  general.  I  have  aimed  to  furnish  the  plain  reader  with  a  book 
to  which  he  may  refer  for  information,  on  such  passages  of  scrips 
ture  as  appear  obscure  and  difficult,  at  least  those  which  are  to  be 
explained  by  the  method  here  adopted.  Two  indexes,  one  of 
scriptures  incidentally  illustrated,  and  the  other  of  subjects  dis- 
cussed, are  subjoined :  an  appendage,  which  I  conceive  no  book 
ought  to  be  destitute  of  that  is  designed  to  be  useful. 

A  very  considerable  claim  to  candour  may  be  advanced  in  favour 
of  this  work.  The  number  and  difficulty  of  the  subjects  treated 
.  of — the  compass  of  reading  necessary  to  obtain  materials  to  eluci- 
date them — ^the  singular  felicity  of  avoiding  undue  prolixity  or  un- 
satisfactory conciseness — and  the  perplexity  arising  from  the  jarring 
opinions  of  learned  men  on  many  of  these  subjects,  render  it  an 
arduous  task  for  an  individual  to  accomplish.  Without  presuming 
to  suppose  that  I  have  always  succeeded  in  ascertaining  the  true 
meaning  of  those  difficult  texts  which  are  brought  forward,  I  have 
done  the  best  which  I  could  to  remove  their  obscurity,  and  to  give 
them  a  consistent  and  intelligible  meaning.  Nee  semper  feriet 
quodcunque  minabitur  arcus.  Many  of  the  observationB  here  ad- 
vanced are  indeed  rather  proposed  to  consideration,  than  offered 
to  decide  positively  the  meaning  of  those  passages  to  which  they 
are  attached.  The  same  diversity  of  sentiment  which  has  influencea 
commentators  and  prevented  an  unanimity  of  judgment,  may  justly 
be  supposed  to  induce  some  readers  to  form  their  opinion  as 
variously.  Samuel  Burder. 

ST.  ALB  AN '8,  JAN,  8,  1802. 
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The  former  edition  of  the  first  volume  of  this  Work  was  so  favourably 
received^  as  to  encourage  the  author  to  proceed  in  his  labours.  The  same 
writers  who  supplied  materials  for  that  volume  have  been  again  examined^ 
and  much  that  is  new  selected  from  them.  Other  valuable  authors  have  also 
been  perused^  and  have  afforded  important  assistance  in  composing  the 
second  volume.  Considerable  use  has  been  made  of  the  classical  writers. 
The  reader  will  find  a  great  body  of  information  condensed  into  a  small 
compass,  and  applied  to  elucidate  many  obscure  passages  of  Scripture.  The 
author  has  only  to  add,  that  he  hopes  his  readers  will  excuse  the  trouble  of 
consulting  the  Work  under  two  distinct  arrangements,  as,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  purchasers  of  the  first  volume,  it  was  determined  that  m  this 
new  edition  the  second  should  be  sold  separately. 

ST.  ALBANS,  JAN.  8,  1807. 


THE  PUBLISHETl'S  PREFACE 

TO  THE 

PRESENT  EDITION. 


If  the  reader  pleases  to  refer  to  the  Author's  **  Advertisement  to  the  Second 
Edition^"  in  the  preceding  page,  he  \vill  find  him  tendering  an  apology  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  ''  Oriental  Customs"  were  delivered  to  the  public, 
and  for  the  inconvenience  to  vehich  the  arrangement  founded  thereon  una- 
voidably subjected  the  purchasers  of  the  Work ;  and  this  only  requires  to  be 
explained,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  superiority  of  the  present  to  all  the 
editions  that  have  preceded  it. 

Mr.  Burder  first  issued  from  the  press  a  single  octavo  volume,  the  materials 
of  v^rhich  related  to  subjects  that  were  selected  from  almost  every  book  in  the 
Bible— extending  from  Genesin  to  Revelations.  But  while  that  edition  was 
being  disposed  of,  he  had  prepared  a  second  volume  from  materials  culled 
from  the  same  ground ;  and  this,  instead  of  beins  incorporated  with  the  con- 
tents of  the  former  volume,  was  printed  separately  to  accommodate  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  first.  It,  however,  necessanly  subjected  those  who  purchased 
both  volumes  to  the  inconvenience  of  having  to  consult  the  Work  under  two 
distinct  arrangements,  Qr  to  go  a  second  time  over  the  same  ground.  In  the 
present  edition  this  inconvenience  is  entirely  obviated,  by  incorporating  the 
entire  contents  of  both  volumes  imder  one  and  the  same  arrangement. 

But  this,  though  in  itself  a  manifest  improvement,  forms  but  a  minor  part 
of  what  is  efiected  in  the  present  instance.  Any  one  who  will  jgive  himself 
the  trouble  to  examine  the  editions  published  in  the  author's  life-time,  will 
find  a  still  greater  objection  arising  from  his  rigid  adherence  to  the  order  in 
which  the  books  stand  in  our  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  For  instance, 
let  the  reader  pitch  upon  a  particular  subject  first  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
Genesis — as  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  sabbath,  or  the  deluge,  or  the  de- 
struction of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  he  will  find  in  Mr.  Burder's  editions 
something  relating  to  these  subjects,  founded  on  a  text  in  Genesis  it  may  be, 
but  the  same  topic  is  referred  to  by  another  of  the  inspired  writers  in  a  sub- 
sequent part  of  scripture,  perhaps  m  one  of  the  prophetical  books,  or  in  the 
New  Testament ;  it  may  happen  to  be  in  both,  and  an  additional  illustration 
is  there  given  of  it :  so  that  the  reader  has  often  to  turn  from  passage  to  pas- 
sage, and  from  volume  to  volume,  before  he  is  in  possession  of  the  whole  of 
the  illustration  of  any  given  subject  which  the  work  ftimishes.  But  this 
great  inconvenience  is  got  rid  of  m  the  present  edition,  in  which  the  reader 
will  find  that  all  the  various  illustrations  that  in  the  former  editions  lay  dis- 
persed throughout  different  books,  are  here  brought  into  juxta-position,  and 
reduced  imder  one  head,  following  each  other  consecutively.  This  is  done 
by  affixing  an  appropriate  head  or  title  to  each  of  the  topics  illustrated^  and 
thus  the  student  finos  the  whole  of  what  relates  to  any  specific  subject,  of 
which  any  illustration  is  attempted,  lying  before  him  at  one  view.  And  as 
the  whole  of  the  subjects  illustrated  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  in  the 
Table  of  Contents,  or  Index,  he  has  only  to  run  an  eye  down  the  column  till 
he  find  the  subject  wanted,  and  he  is  instantly  referred  to  the  page  in  which 
it  commences. 

Such  are  the  improvements  characterizing  the  present  edition ;  and  the 
publisher  persuades  himself  that  they  will  be  duly  estimated  by  a  discerning 
public,  and  obtain  for  it  a  decided  preference  over  its  competitors. 

T.  T. 
Pec.  15,  1838, 
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ABELS   OFFERING. 

GENESIS  iv.  4.  Abel  brought  of  the  firstlings  of  his  fiock,} 
The  universality  of  sacrificial  rites  will  naturally  produce  an 
inquiry  into  the  source  from  which  such  a  custom,  sa  inexplicable 
upon  any  principles  of  mere  natural  reason,  could  have  been 
derived.  And  here  we  are  involuntarily  led  to  the  first  institution 
of  this  ordinance,  which  is  so  particularly  recorded  in  scripture. 
Whert  it  pleased  God  to  reveal  his  gracious  purpose  of  redeeming 
lost  mankind  by  the  blood  of  the  Messiah,  it  would  doubtless  be 
highly  expedient  to  institute  some  visible  sign,  some  external 
representation,  by  which  the  mysterious  sacrifice  of  Mount  Cal- 
vary might  be  prophetically  exhibited  to  all  the  posterity  of  Adam. 
With  this  view,  a  pure  and  immaculate  victim,  the  firsding  of  the 
flock,  was  carefully  selected ;  and,  afler  its  blood  had  been  shed, 
was  solemnly  appointed  to  blaze  upon  the  altar  of  Jehovah. 
When  the  first  t)rpical  sacrifice  was  offered  up,  fire  miraculously 
descended  from  heaven,  and  consumed  it ;  and  when  this  primitive 
ordinance  was  renewed  under  the  levitical  priesthood,  two  cir- 
cumstances are  particularly  worthy  of  observation — that  the  victim 
should  be  a  firstling — and  that  the  oblation  should  be  made  by 
the  instrumentality  of  fire.  It  is  remarkable  that  both  these 
primitive  customs  have  been  faithfully  preserved  in  the  heathen 
world.  The  Canaanites  caused  their  first-born  to  pass  through 
the  fibre,  with  a  view  of  appeasing  the  anger  of  their  false  deities ; 
and  one  of  the  kings  of  Moab  is  said  to  have  offered  up  his 
eldest  son  as  a  burnt-offering,  when  in  danger  fi*Qm  the  superior 
prowess  of  the  Edomites.  2  Kings  iii.  Z7.  Nor  was  the  belief, 
that  tJie  gods  were  tendered  propitious  by  this  particular  mode  of 
sacrifice,  confined  to  the  nations  which  Were  more  immediately 
contiguous  to  the  territories  of  Israel.  We  learn  from  Homer, 
tJiat  a  whole  hecatomb  of  fu*stling  lambs  was  no  uncommon  oflfer- 
ing  among  his  countrymen.  {Iliad  iv.  ver.  20^).  And  the 
ancient  Goths,  **  having  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  the  eflSi- 
sion  of  the  blood  of  animals  appeased  the  anger  of  the  gods,  and 
R  that  their  justice  turned  aside  upon  the  victims  those   strokes 
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which  were  destined  for  men"  (Mallet's  North  Antiq.  vol.  i. 
chap.  7),  soon  proceeded  to  greater  lengths,  and  adopted  the  hor- 
rid practice  of  devoting  human  victims.  In  honour  of  the  mystical 
number  three,  a  number  deemed  particularly  dear  to  Heaven, 
every  ninth  month  witnessed  the  groans  and  dying  struggles  of 
nine  unfortunate  victims.  The  fatal  blow  being  struck,  the  life- 
less bodies  were  consumed  in  the  sacred  fire,  which  was  kept 
perpetually  burning;  while  the  blood,  in  singular  conformity 
with  the  levitical  ordinances,  was  sprinkled,  partly  upon  the  sur-  ^ 
rounding  multitude,  partly  upon  the  trees  of  the  hallowed  grove, ' 
and  partly  upon  the  images  of  their  idols.  (Mallet's  North.  An- 
tiq, vol.  i.  chap.  7).  Even  the  remote  inhabitants  of  America 
have  retained  similar  customs,  and  for  similar  reasons.  It  is 
somewhere  observed  by  A  cost  a,  that  in  case  of  sickness,  it  is  usual 
for  a  Peruvian  to  sacrifice  his  son  to  Virachoca,  beseeching  him 
to  spare  his  life,  and  to  be  satisfied  with  the  blood  of  his  child. 
Faber's  Horce  Mosaicco,  vol.  i.  p.  88. 

ABLUTIONS  FREQUENT  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Matt.  iii.  15.  Thus  it  becometh  us  tojulfil  all  righteousness,"] 
Previous  both  to  anointing  and  clothing  at  tne  consecration  of  the 
Jewish  high-priest,  there  was  another  ceremony,  that  of  washing 
with  water.  This  was  common  both  to  the  high-priest  and  the 
other  priests.  Exod.  xxix.  4.  From  hence  some  have  explained 
these  words  of  our  Lord  when  he  desired  to  be  baptized  by  John; 
that  being  about  to  enter  upon  his  priestly  office,  it  became  him 
to  be  baptized,  or  washed,  according  to  the  law,  which  he  was 
subject  to.     Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  204. 

Mark  vii.  3.  Except  they  wash  their  hands  oft,']  Eav  /ut| 
iruy/iT|  vopwvraif  except  they  washed  with  their  fist,  Theophylact 
translates  it,  unless  they  washed  up  to  their  elbow,  affirming  that 
TTvyfiri  denotes  the  whole  of  the  arm  firom  the  bending  to  the  ends 
of  the  fingers.  But  this  sense  of  the  word  is  altogether  unusual ; 
for  nvyiiiri  properly  is  the  hand,  with  the  fingers  contracted  into 
the  palm  and  made  round*  Theophylacfs  translation,  however, 
exhibits  the  evangelist's  meaning.  For  the  Jews,  when  they 
washed,  held  up  their  hands,  and  contracting  their  fingers,  received 
the  water  that  was  poured  on  them  by  their  servants  (who  had  it 
for  a  part  of  their  office,  2  Kings  iii.  11),  till  it  ran  down  their 
arms,  which  they  washed  up  to  their  elbows.  Macknight's 
Harmony^  voU  ii*  p*  352. 

Mark  vii.  5,  But  eat  bread  with  unwashen  hands,]  Amongst 
the  ridiculous  superstitions  of  the  Jews,  it  is  curious  to  mark  the 
rule  which  they  established  concerning  bating  with  their  hands, 
washed  or  not  washed.  Bread  might  not  be  eaten  unless  they 
had  first  washed  their  hands,  but  mey  were  allowed  to  eat  dry 
finiits  with  unwashen  hands.  This  circumstance  should  be  parti- 
cularly noticed,  as  bread  is  emphatically  mentioned  by  the  Evan- 
gelist.    See  Wootton's  MiscelL  vol.  i.  p.  166. 
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Abraham's  bosom  the  symbol  of  happiness. 
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Luke  xvi.  22.  Abraham's  bosom.^  This  expression  alludes 
to  the  posture  used  by  the  Jews  at  table.  This  was  reclining  on 
couches  after  the  manner  of  the  Romans,  the  upper  part  of  the 
body  resting  upon  the  left  elbow,  and  the  lower  lying  at  length 
upon  the  couch.  When  two  or  three  reclined  on  the  same  couch, 
some  say  the  worthiest  or  most  honourable  person  lay  first; 
Lightfoot  says,  in  the  middle :  the  next  in  dignity  lay  with  his 
head  reclining  on  the  breast  or  bosom  of  the  first,  as  John  is  said 
to  have  done  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus  at  supper  {John  xiii.  23) ; 
and  hence  is  borrowed  the  phrase  of  Abraham's  bosom,  as  denoting 
the  state  of  celestial  happiness.  Abraham  being  esteemed  the 
most  honourable  person  and  the  father  of  the  Jewish  nation,  to  be 
in  his  bosom  signifies,  in  allusion  tb  the  order  in  which  guests 
were  placed  at  an  entertainment,  the  highest  state  of  felicity  next 
to  that  of  Abraham  himself. 

Absalom's  pillar  to  perpetuate  his  name. 

2  Samuel  xviii.  18.  Now  Absalom  in  his  life-time  had  taken 
and  reared  up  for  himself  a  piUar,  which  is  in  the  king's  dale  ; 
for  he  said,  I  have  no  son  to  keep  my  name  in  remembrance, ^ 
There  seems  to  have  prevailed  amongst  almost  all  nations  a  com- 
mon sentiment  of  respect  for  the  dead.  The  Jews  appear  to  have 
been  inspired  by  it  equally  with  other  people.  The  following 
extract  will  fiumish  us  with  a  curious  illustration  of  the  fact,  and 
a  singular  coincidence  of  circumstances  with  the  case  of  Absalom. 
The  Scythians  and  Indians  are  remarkable  for  the  great  venera- 
tion which  they  pay  to  the  memory  of  their  ancestors.  "  Wh«i 
upbraided  by  Darius  for  flying  before  his  army,  the  former  ex- 
claim, Pursue  us  to  the  sepulchres  of  our  ancestors,  and  attempt 
to  violate  their  hallowed  remains,  and  you  shall  soon  find  with 
what  desperate  valour  the  Sc3rthians  can  fight."  The  Indians,  we 
learn  firom  Mr.  Holwell,  have  so  profound  a  veneration  for  the 
ashes  of  their  progenitors,  that  on  the  fast  of  Callee,  worship  and 
offerings  are  paid  to  their  manes :  and  Mr.  Wilkins,  in  a  note 
upon  ti^e  Heetopades,  favours  us  with  additional  information,  that 
the  ofi^ngs  consisted  of  consecrated  cakes ;  that  the  ceremony 
itself  is  denominated  stradha ;  and  that  a  Hindoo's  hopes  of  hap- 
piness aiter  death  greatly  depend  upon  his  having  children  to 
perform  this  ceremony,  by  which  he  expects  that  his  soul  will  be 
released  firom  the  torments  of  narraka  or  hell.  In  his  sixth  note 
upon  the  text  of  the  Geeta  his  account  of  this  ceremony  is  stUl 
more  ample :  for  in  that  note  he  acquaints  us  that  the  Hindoos 
are  enjoined  by  the  vedas  to  offer  these  cakes  to  the  ghosts  of 
their  ancestors,  as  far  back  as  the  third  generation ;  that  this 
greater  ceremony  of  the  stradha  is  performed  on  the  day  of  the 
new  moon  in  every  month ;  but  that  they  are  commanded  by  those 
books  daily  to  propitiate  them  by  an  offering  of  water,  wnich  is 
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called  tarpan,  a  word  signifying  to  satisfy,  to  appease.  A  speech 
of  the  Indian  emperor  Dushmanta,  in  the  Sacontala,  remarkably 
exemplifies  this  observation.  That  emperor,  struck  with  horror 
at  the  idea  of  dying  childless,  exclaims,  Ah  me !  the  departed  souls 
of  my  ancestors,  who  claim  a  share  in  the  fimeral  cake  which  I 
have  no  son  to  offer,  are  apprehensive  of  losing  their  due  hoitour 
when  Dushmanta  shall  be  no  more  on  earth  ;  who  then,  alas!  will 
perform  in  our  family  those  obsequies  which  the  vedas  prescribe  ? 
My  forefathers  must  drink,  instead  of  a  pure  libation,  this  flood  of 
tears,  the  only  offering  which  a  man  who  dies  childless  can  make 
them.     Maurice's  Ind.  Ant.  vol.  ii.  p.  80. 

ACCEPTABLENESS  OF  A  RIGHT  ANSWER* 

Prov.  xxiv.  ^.  Every  man  shall  kiss  his  lips  that  giveth  a 
right  answer.']  The  rescripts  of  authority  used  to  be  kissed  whe- 
ther they  were  believed  to  be  just  or  not ;  and  the  letters  of  people 
of  figure  were  treated  in  this  manner ;  but  it  is  possible  these 
words  may  refer  to  another  custom,  which  D*Arvieux  gives  an 
account  oif  in  his  description  of  the  Arabs  of  Mount  Carmel,  who, 
when  they  present  any  petition  to  their  emir  for  a  favour,  offer 
their  billets  to  him  with  their  right  hands,  after  having  first  kissed 
the  papers.  {Vog.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  155).  The  Hebrew  manner  of 
expression  is  short ;  every  lip  shall  kiss,  one  maketh  to  return  a 
right  answer,  that  is,  every  one  shall  be  ready  to  present  the 
state  of  his  case,  kissing  it  as  he  delivers  itj  when  there  is  a  judge 
whose  decisions  are  celebrated  for  being  equitable.  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  52. 

ACCESS  TO  GOD  IN  WORSHIP. 

Ephes.  ii.  18.  For  through  him  we  both  have  access  hy  one 
spirit  unto  the  Father.]  The  word  Trpoora'vwYijv,  which  we  ren- 
der access,  properly  refers  to  the  custom  of  introducing  persons 
into  the  presence  of  some  prince,  or  of  any  other  greatly  their 
superior,  in  which  case  it  is  necessary  they  should  be  ushered  in 
by  one  appointed  for  that  purpose^  to  preserve  a  becoming  deco- 
runL     Doddridge,  in  he. 

ADOPTION  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS  ILLUSTRATED. 

John  i.  12.  Sons  of  God.]  Adoption  was  very  generally 
practised  in  the  East,  and  is  therefore  frequently  alluded  to  in  the 
scriptures.  A  son  might  be  adopted  for  a  special  purpose,  such 
as  tJie  raising^p  of  an  heir  by  the  daughter  of  the  adopter,  &c. 
after  which  he  could,  if  he  pleased,  return  to  his  original  family. 
In  this  case,  if  he  had  a  chnd  in  this^  second  relation  to  his  own 
£unily,  he  would  be  the  father  of  two  families,  each  totally  dis- 
tinct from  the  other  in  name,  property,  rank,  and  connexions.  A 
person  who  was  never  married  might  adopt  a  son,  and  that  son 
being  married,  his  children  would  become  the  children  of  his 
adopter,  bear  his  name,  and  inherit  his  estate. 

The  following  are  the  laws  of  Athens  on  this  subject,  stated  by 
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Sir  William  Jones,  in  his  Introduction  to  the  pleadings  of  Isisus, 
the  famous  Athenian  barrister. 

"  Adopted  sons  shall  not  devise  the  property  acquired  by  adop- 
tion, but  if  they  leave  legitimate  sons,  they  may  retiurn  to  their 
natural  family ;  if  they  do  not  return,  the  estates  will  go  to  the 
heirs  of  the  persons  who  adopted  them." 

"  The  adopted  son  (if  there  be  any)  and  the  after  born  sons  to 
the  person  who  adopted  him,  shall  be  coheirs  of  the  estate ;  but 
no  adoption  by  a  man  who  has  legitimate  sons  then  born  shall  be 
valid." 

''An  adopted  son  could  not  himself  adopt  another,  he  must 
either  leave  a  legitimate  son,  or  the  estate  he  received  from  his 
adapting  father  must  revert  to  his  adopting  father's  natural  heirs. 
There  cannot  be  two  adopted  sons  at  the  same  time," 

Romans  viii.  23.  Waiting  for  the  adoption.]  Among  the 
Romans  there  was  a  twofold  adoption,  the  one  private,  the  other 
public.  The  former  was  only  the  act  of  the  person  who  was  desi- 
rous of  receiving  a  stranger  into  his  family,  with  respect  to  the 
object  of  his  choice,  and  was  a  transaction  between  the  parties ; 
the  latter  was  an  acknowledgment  of  it  in  the  forum^  when  the 
adopted  person  was  solemnly  declared  and  avowed  to  be  the  son 
of  the  adopter.  To  this  circumstance  Mr.  Howe  {JiVorkSy  vol.  i. 
p.  680)  supposes  the  apostle  alludes  in  these  words. 

Gal.  iv.  6.  And  because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the 
spirit  of  his  son  into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father,"]  The 
learned  Mr.  Selden  (^e  Succ.  in  bona  Def  cap.  4)  hath  brought 
a  very  pertinent  quotation  from  the  Babylonian  Gemara,  to  prove 
that  it  was  not  allowed  to  slaves  to  use  the  title  of  Abba  in  address- 
ing the  master  of  the  family  to  which  they  belonged,  or  the  cor- 
responding title  of  Imma,  or  mother,  when  speaking  to  the  mistress 
of  it. 

ADULTERATED  WINE  IN  THE   EAST. 

Isaiah  i.  22.  Wine  mixed  with  water,]  This  is  an  image 
used  for  the  adulteration  of  wine  with  more  propriety  than  may 
at  first  appear,  if  what  Thevenot  says  of  the  people  of  the  Levant 
of  late  times  were  true  of  them  formerly.  "  They  never  mingle 
water  with  their  wine  to  drink,  but  drink  by  itself  what  water  they 
think  proper  for  abating  the  strength  of  the  wine."  It  is  remark- 
able, that  whereas  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  by  mixed  wine,  always 
understood  wine  diluted  and  lowered  with  water,  the  Hebrews  on 
the  contrary  generally  mean  by  it,  wine  made  stronger  and  more 
inebriating,  by  the  addition  of  higher  and  more  powerful  ingredi- 
ents, such  as  honey,  spices,  defrutum  (or  wine  inspissated  by 
boiling  it  down  to  two  thirds,  or  one  half  of  the  quantity),  myrrh, 
mandragora,  opiates,  and  olher  strong  drugs.  Such  were  the 
exhilarating,  or  rather  stupifying  ingredients,  which  Helen  mixed 
in  the  bowl  together  with  the  wine,  for  her  guests  oppressed  with 
grief,  to  raise  their  spirits,  the  composition  of  which  she  had 
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learned  in  Egypt  (Homer,  Odn/st.  iv.  SSO).  Such  was  the  tpic^d 
wine  mentioned  Solomon's  Song  viii.  2 ;  and  how  much  the  east- 
ern people  to  this  day  deal  in  artificial  liquors  of  prodigious 
strength,  the  use  of  wine  being  forbidden,  may  be  seen  in  a  curious 
chapter  of  Kempfer  upon  that  subject. 

Thus  the  drunkard  is  properly  described  as  one  that  seeketh 
mixed  wine  {Prov.  xxiii.  30),  and  is  mighty  to  mingle  strong 
drink  {Isaiah  v.  22);  and  hence  the  PseJmist  took  that  highly 

foetical  and  sublime  image  of  the  cup  of  God's  wrath,  called  by 
saiah  (li.  17),  the  cup  of  trembling,  containing,  as  St  John  ex- 
presses it  {Rev.  xiv.  10),  pure  wine  made  yet  stronger  by  a  mix- 
ture of  powerful  ingredients.  In  the  hand  of  Jehovah  there  is  a 
cupf  and  the  wine  is  turbid;  it  is  full  of  a  mixed  liquor ,  and'  he 
poureth  out  of  it  (or  rather,  he  poureth  it  out  of  one  vessel  into 
another,  to  mix  it  perfectly) :  verily ^  the  dregs  thereof  (the  thick- 
est sediment  of  the  strong  ingredients  mingled  with  it)  all  the 
ungodly  of  the  earth  shall  wring  them  outy  and  drink  them*  Bp* 
LowTH,  in  he. 

ADULTERY  PUNISHED  WITH  DEATH  AMONG  THE  ISRAELITES. 

Numb.  xxv.  8.  And  he  toent  after  the  man  of  Israel  into  the 
tenty  and  thrust  both  of  them  throughy  the  man  of  Israel  and  the 
woman.'\  The  zeal  of  Phinehas  on  this  particular  occasion  re- 
ceived the  divine  approbation,  both  in  personal  commendation 
and  public  deliverance.  Similar  impunity  with  respect  to  shedding 
of  blood  was  given  by  the  lawgivers  of  other  nations :  Pausanias 
relates  that  Draco  the  Athenian  legislator  granted  impunity  to  any 
body  that  took  revenge  upon  an  adulterer.  Such  also  was  the 
institution  of  Solon,  "  If  any  oiie  seize  an  adulterer,  let  him  use 
him  as  he  pleases.''  Thus  Eratosthenes  answered  a  person  who 
begged  his  life  after  he  had  injured  his  bed,  "  It  is  not  I  who  slay 
thee,  but  the  law  of  thy  country."  But  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  injured  person  to  take  a  pecuniary  mulct  by  way  of  atonement: 
for  thus  Eratosthenes  speaks  in  Lysias,  "  he  entreated  me  not  to 
take  his  life,  but  exact  a  sum  of  money," 

AGAPiE  AMONG  THE  CHRISTIANS  REFERRED  TO. 

JuDE  12.  These  are  spots  in  your  feasts  of  charity. 1  It  is 
commonly  supposed  that  St.  Jude  here  refers  to  the  primitive 
cliristian  love-feasts.  But  Lightfoot  and  Whitby  apprehend  the 
allusion  is  rather  to  a  custom  of  the  Jews>  who  on  the  evening  of 
the  sabbath  had  their  icocvci^via  or  communion,  when  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  same  city  met  in  a  common  place  to  eat  together. 

AGE  OF  FIFTY  MEMORABLE  WITH  THE  JEWS. 

John  viii.  57.  Thou,  art  not  yet  fifty  years  old."]  The  age  of 
fifty  is  often  spoken  of  by  the  Jews^^and  much  observed :  at  the. 
age  of  fifty  they  say  a  man  is  fit  to  give  counsel ;  hence  the  Le- 
vites  were  dismissed  from  service  at  that  age,  it  being  more  proper 
for  them  then  to  give  advice  than  to  bear  burdens.    A  methurgs^^ 
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man,  or  an  interpreter  in  a  congregation^  was  not  chosen  under 
fifty  years  of  age ;  and  if  a  man  died  before  he  was  fifty,  this  was 
called  the  death  of  cutting  off;  a  violent  deaths  a  death  inflicted 
by  God  as  a  punishment.     Gill^  in  loc, 

AGONISTICAL  TERMS  COMMON  WITH  ORIENTAL  WRITERS. 

2  Cor.  x.  14.  JFe  stretch  not  ourselves.']  It  may  help  very 
much  to  understand  this  and  the  following  verses,  if  with  Ham" 
mond  we  consider  the  terms  used  in  them  as  agonistical.  In  this 
view  of  them,  the  measure  of  the  rule  to  fitrpov  tov  Kavovo^y 
alludes  to  the  path  marked  out  and  bounded  by  a  white  line,  for 
racers  in  the  Isthmian  games,  observed  among  the  Corinthians ; 
and  so  the  apostle  represents  his  work  in  preaching  the  gospel 
as  his  spiritusu  race,  and  the  province  to  which  he  was  appointed 
as  the  compass  or  stage  of  ground  which  God  had  distributed  or 
measured  out,  c/txe/xo-cv  avrw,  for  him  to  run  in.  Accordingly, 
to  boast  without  his  measure  (ver.  15),  eig  ra  afierpa^  and  to 
stretch  himself  beyond  his  measure,  vwep  eKTBivedOaif  refer  to  one 
that  rani  beyond  or  out  of  his  line.  We  are  come  as  far  as  to 
pou  (ver.  14),  a^pi  v/atov  t^QaaapiiVj  alludes  to  him  that  came 
Ibremost  to  the  goal ;  and  in  another  maifs  line  (ver.  16),  cv 
«tXXor/o£fii  jcavovc,  signifies  in  the  province  that  was  marked  out 
for  somebody  else,  in  allusion  to  the  line  by  which  the  race  was 
bounded,  each  of  the  racers  having  the  path  which  he  ought  to 
run  chalked  out  to  him,  and  if  one  stepped  over  into  the  other's 
path,  he  extended  himself  over  his  line. 

2  Peter  i.  20.  No  'prophecy  of  the  scripture  is  of  any  prp- 
vate  interpretation."]  JThe  wora  €7riXu(y«c  seems  to  be  agonistical, 
and  signifies  the  starting,  or  watch-word,  or  sign,  upon  which  the 
racers  set  out,  or  began  their  course.  The  place  fi:om  whence 
they  set  out  is  called  a^erripia^  where  when  then  they  set  out, 
they  are  said  to  be  let  loose,  and  this  is  literally  BTri\vt(T0ai ;  to 
this  is  the  sending  of  prophets  here  compared,  who  are  said  to 
run.  {fer.  xxiii.  21.  Ezek.  xiii.  6,  7.)  They  ran,  a^d  I  sent 
them  not,  i.  e.  I  gave  them  no  watch-word  to  run,  as  in  the 
Psalmist,  God  gave  the  word,  great  was  the  company  of 
preachers.     Hammond,  in  loc. 

AHASUERUS'S  POMP  AND  SPLENDOUR. 

Esther  i.  4.  When  he  shewed  the  riches  of  his  glorious 
kingdom  and  the  honour  of  his  excellent  majesty  many  days, 
even  a  hundred  and  fourscore  days,]  Some  persons  apprehend 
that  he  was  thus  long  in  making  preparations  for  this  splendid 
entertainment,  which  did  not  last  many  days.  But  this  custom 
is  still  continued  of  keeping  an  annual  festival  an  hundred  and 
eighty  days,  according  to  Dr.  Fryer  (lett.  v.  p.  348),  who  lived 
lately  in  this  country,  and  gives  an  account  of  it  in  his  travels. 
And  Cheus,  a  Chinese  emperor,  used  firequently  to  make  a  feast 
which  lasted  one  hundred  and  twenty  days. 
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ALABASTER  BOX  OF  OINTMENT. 

Mark  xiy.  3.  And  being  in  Bethany ,  in  the  house  of  Simon 
the  leper,  as  he  sat  at  meaty  there  came  a  woman,  having  an 
alabaster  box  of  ointment  of  spikenard,  very  preciovs,  and  she 
brake  the  box,  and  poured  it  on  his  head.l  Chardin  describes 
the  Persians  as  sometimes  transporting  their  wine  in  buck  or 
goat-skins,  which  are  pitched,  and  when  the  skin  is  good  the 
wine  is  not  at  all  injured,  nor  tastes  of  the  pitch.  At  other  times 
they  send  it  in  bottles,  whose  mouths  are  stopped  with  cotton, 
upon  which  melted  wax  is  poured,  so  as  quite  to  exclude  the 
air.  They  pack  them  up  in  chests,  in  straw,  ten  small  bottles  ia 
each,  sending  the  celebrated  wine  of  Schiras  thus  through 
all  the  kingdom  into  the  Indies,  and  even  to  China  and  Japan. 

The  ancient  Romans  used  pitch  to  secure  their  wine  vessels. 
(Horace,  Carm^  lib.  iii.  ode  8.)  This  is  said  to  have  been  done 
according  to  one  of  the  precepts  of  Cato.  But  though  pitch  and 
other  grosser  matters  might  be  used  to  close  up  the  wine  vessels^ 
those  which  held  their  perfumes  were  doubtless  fastened  with  wax, 
or  some  such  cement,  since  they  were  small,  and  made  of  alabaster 
and  other  precious  materials,  which  would  by  no  means  have 
agreed  with  any  thing  so  coarse  as  pitch.  To  apply  these  remarks 
to  the  subject  of  this  article,  it  may  be  observed  that  Propertius 
calls  the  opening  of  a  wine-vessel,  by  breaking  the  cement  that 
secured  it,  breaking  the  vessel : — 

Cur  ventos  non  ipse  rogis,  ingrate,  petisti  ? 
Cur  nardo  flammsB  non  duere  meas  1 
Hoc  etiam  grave  erat,  null&  mercede  byacinthos 
}njicere^  etfracto  busta  piare  cado. 

Lib.  ir.  el.  7.  yer.  SI. 

It  cannot  be  supposed,  that  Propertius  meant  that  the  earthen 
vessel  should  have  itself  been  shivered  into  pieces,  but  only  that 
its  stopple  should  be  taken  out,  to  do  which  it  was  necessary  to 
break  the  cement.  Agreeable  to  this  mode  of  expression,  we  are 
doubtless  to  understand  these  words  of  Mark,  that,  as  Jesus  sat 
at  meat,  there  came  a  woman  having  an  alabaster  box  of  oint^ 
ment  of  spikenard  (or  liquid  nard,  according  to  the  margin) 
very  precious,  and  she  brake  the  box,  and  poured  it  on  his 
head, 

ALIGHTING  FROM  THE  ASS  A  MARK  OF  RESPECT. 

Judges  i.  14.  And  she  alighted  from  off  her  ass^  The 
alighting  of  those  that  ride  is  considered  in  the  East  as  an  ex- 
pression of  deep  respect.  Pococke  tells  us  {Trav.  vol.  i.  p.  35) 
that  they  descend  from  their  asses  in  IBgypt  when  they  come 
near  some  tombs  there,  and  that  Christians  and  Jews  are  obliged 
to  submit  to  this.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  116. 

ALLUSION  TO  THE  ART  OF  CATCHING  FISH. 

James  i.  14.  But  every  man  is  tended,  when  he  is  drawn  away 
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of  his  own  lusty  and  enticed,']  The  priginal  words  have  a  singular 
bgauty  and  eloquence,  containing  an  allusion  to  the  method  of 
drawing  fishes  out  of  the  water  with  a  hook  concealed  under  the 
bait,  which  they  greedily  devour.      Doddridge,  in  he, 

ALLUSION  TO  CANCELLING   OF   BONDS. 

Col.  ii.  14.  Blotting  out  the  hand^writing.]  The  hand-writing, 
XHQoy Quf^ov,  signifies  a  bill  or  bond,  whereby  a  person  binds  himself 
to  some  payment  or  duty,  and  which  stands  in  force  against  him  till 
the  obligation  is  discharged.  In  these  words  the  apostle  alludes 
to  the  difierent  methods  by  which  bonds  formerly  were  cancelled : 
one  was  by  blotting  or  crossing  them  out  with  a  pen,  and  another 
was  by  striking  a  nail  through  them.  In  either  of  these  cases  the 
bond  was  rendered  useless,  and  ceased  to  be  valid.  These  cir- 
cumstances the  apostle  applies  to  the  death  of  Christ. 

ALLUSION  TO    THE  CUSTOM  OP  SACRIFICING. 

Hebrews  iv.  13.  All  things  are  naked  and  open  unto  the 
eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.]  It  has  been  well  observ- 
ed that  these  words  contain  a  graceful  allusion  to  the  custom  in 
sacrificing,  of  flaying  off  the  skin  firom  the  victim  and  cutting  it 
open,  whereby  all  the  vitals  and  inwards  are  exposed  to  fiiU  view : 
as  yv/uLvog,  signifies  what  had  no  cover;  and  Tcrpaxn^ccrftcvocj 
what  had  no  concealment  within.      Doddridge,  in  loc, 

ALLUSION  TO  THE  JEWISH  SANHEDRIM. 

Matt.  xxv.  33.  Jle  shall  set  the  sheep  on  his  right  hand, 
but  the  goats  on  the  left,']  This  seems  to  allude  to  the  custom  in 
the  sanhedrim,  where  the  Jews  placed  those  to  be  acquitted  on 
the  right,  and  those  to  receive  sentence  of  condemnation  on  the 
left  hand.     Whitby,  in  loc. 

ALMS  distributed  DAILY  AT  THE  TEMPLE. 

Acts  vi.  1.  Their  widows  were  neglected  in  the  daily  ministra- 
tionJ]  A  distribution  of  alms  was  made  every  day.  This  prac- 
tice obtained  among  the  Jews  in  common,  for  they  used  to  collect  ' 
every  day  for  the  poor,  and  give  it  daily  to  them.  Maimonides 
speaks  of  it  in  this  manner :  "  They  appoint  collectors,  who  re- 
ceive every  day  from  every  court  a  piece  of  bread,  or  any  sort  of 
food,  or  fruit,  or  money,  from  whomsoever  that  offers  freely  for 
the  time ;  and  they  divide  that  which  is  collected,  in  the  evening, 
among  the  poor,  and  they  give  to  every  poor  person  of  it  his 
daily  sustenance:"  firom  hence  the  apostles  might  take  up  this 
custom,  and  follow  it. 

ALTARS  TO  THE  LORD. 

Gen.  xii.  7.  There  huilded  he  an  altar  unto  the  Lord^  who 
appeared  unto  him.]  The  patriarchs  took  care  to  preserve  the 
memory  of  considerable  events  by  setting  up  altars  and  pillars, 
and  other  lasting  monuments.  Thus  Abraham  erected  monuments 
in  divers  places  where  God  had  appeared  to  him.  Gen.  xiii.  18. 
Jacob  consecrated  the  stone  which  served  him  for  a  pillow  while 
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he  had  the  mysterious  dream  of  the  ladder.  Gen.  xxviii.  18.  And 
the  heap  of  stones  which  was  witness  to  his  covenant  with  Laban 
he  called  Galeed.  Gen,  xxxi.  48.  Of  this  kind  was  the  sepul- 
chre of  Rachel,  the  well  called  Beer-sheba,  Gen.  xxvi.  33,  and  all 
the  other  wells  mentioned  in  the  history  of  Isaac.  Sometimes 
they  gave  new  names  to  places.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  relate 
the  same  of  their  heroesi  the  oldest  of  whom  lived  near  the  time 
of  the  patriarchs.  (Pauson.  Dion.  Hal.  lib.  iii.)  Greece  was 
full  of  their  monuments,  i^neas,  to  mention  no  others,  left  some 
in  every  place  that  he  passed  through  in  Greece,  Sicily,  and 
Italy.  (Virgil.  JEn. passim.)  Fleury's  Hist,  of  Israelites ^  p.  8. 
Exodus  xx.  24.  An  altar  of  earth  shalt  thou  make  unto  me!\ 
This  command  certainly  imports,  that  the  altars  of  the  Lord  were 
to  be  as  plain  and  simple  as.  possible.  They  were  to  be  made 
either  of  sods  and  turfs  of  earth,  which  were  prepared  in  most 
places,  whilst  they  stayed  in  the  wilderness,  or  of  rough  and  un- 
polished stone,  if  they  came  into  rocky  places,  where  no  sods  were 
to  be  obtained ;  that  there  uiight  be  no  occasion  to  grave  any 
image  upon  them.  Such  altars,  Tertullian  observes  (Apolog*  c.  25), 
were  among  the  ancient  Romans  in  the  days  of  Numa;  when,  as 
they  had  no  sumptuous  temples,  nor  images,  so  they  had  only 
temeraria  de  cespite  altaria,  altars  hastily  huddled  up  of  earth, 
witiiOut  any  art     Patrick,  in  loc. 

AMBASSADORS  DESCRIBED. 

2  Cor.  v.  20.  We  are  ambassadors!]  Ambassadors  were  usually 
persons  of  great  worth  or  eminent  station,  that  by  their  quality 
and  deportment  they  toight  command  respect  and  attention  from 
their  very  enemies  ;  and  what  injuries  or  affronts  soever  had  been 
committed,  their  persons  were  held  sacred  by  all  sides.  Gods  and 
men  were  thought  to  be  concerned,  to  prosecute  with  the  utmost 
vengeance  all  injuries  done  to  them;  whence  we  read  that  the 
Lacedaemonians  having  inhumanly  murdered  Xerxes'  ambassadors, 
the  gods  would  accept  none  of  their  oblations  and  sacrifices,  which 
were  all  found  polluted  with  direful  omens,  till  two  noblemen  of 
Sparta  were  sent  as  an  expiatory  sacrifice  to  Xerxes,  to  atone  for 
the  death  of  his  ambassadors  by  their  own.  Whence  this  holiness 
was  derived  upon  ambassadors,  has  been  a  matter  of  dispute. 
Fabulous  authors  deduce  it  from  the  honour  paid  by  the  ancients 
to  the  xnpvwc  or  heralds^  who  were  either  themselves  ambassa- 
dors, or  when  others  were  deputed  to  that  service,  accompanied 
them,  being  held  sacred  on  account  of  their  original,  because  de- 
scended from  Ceryx,  the  son  of  Mercury,  who  was  honoured  with 
the  same  employment  in  heaven  which  these  obtained  on  earth. 
The  Lacedaemonian  ambassadors  carried  in  their  hand  a  staff  of 
laurel  or  olive,  called  jcvjpviciov,  round  which  two  serpents,  without 
their  crests  erected,  were  folded,  as  an  emblem  of  peace  and  con- 
cord. The  Athenian  heralds  firequently  made  use  of  the  Ecpcaria^i;?}, 
which  was  a  token  of  peace  and  plenty,  being  an  olive  branch 
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which  St.  Paul  makes  use  of  when  writing  a  Greek  epistle ;  it 
seems  to  be  some  form  of  speech  frequently  made  use  of  among 
the  people  of  those  times  :  perhaps  these  were  the  very  words  the 
Jews  in  ancient  times  had  frequently  inscribed  on  the  covers  of 
their  sacred  writings.  The  oriental  books  and  letters  were  usually 
wrapped  in  elegant  coverings,  which  had  some  words  on  them 
indicative  of  the  contents  of  the  books.  Chardin,  speaking  of  a 
letter  which  was  enclosed  in  a  bag,  says,  '^  upon  the  middle  of  one 
of  the  sides  of  the  bag  were  written  these  two  Persian  words, 
Hamel  Fasel,  which  signify  excellent  or  precious  writing."  Har- 
MER^  vol.  iv.  p.  10. 

ANCIENT  TRESPASS  OFFERINGS. 

1  Samuel  vi.  4.  Then  said  they^  What  shall  be  the  trespass- 
offering  which  we  shall  return  to  him  ?  and  they  answered.  Five 
golden  emerods,  and  five  golden  mice,  according  to  the  number  of 
the  lords  of  the  PhilistinesJ]  The  ancient  heathens  used  to  con- 
secrate to  their  gods  such  monuments  of  their  deliverances,  as  re- 
presented the  evils  from  which  they  were  rescued.  They  dedicated 
to  I  sis  and  Neptune  a  taj^e,  containing  the  express  image  of  the 
shipwreck  which  they  had  escaped.  Slaves  and  captives,  when 
they  had  regained  their  liberty,  offered  their  chains.  The  Philis- 
tines hoping  shortly  to  be  delivered  from  the  emerods  and  mice 
wherewith  they  were  afflicted,  sent  the  images  of  them  to  that  god 
from  whom  tney  expected  deliverance.  This  is  still  practised 
among  the  Indians.  Tavernier  (  Travels,  p.  92)  relates,  that  when 
any  pilgrim  goes  to  a  pagod  for  the  cure  of  any  disease,  he  brings 
the  figure  of  the  member  affected,  made  either  of  gold,  silver,  or 
copper,  according  to  his  quality ;  this  he  offers  to  his  god,  and 
then  falls  a  singing,  as  all  others  do  after  they  have  offered.  Mr. 
Selden  also  has  observed,  that  mice  were  in  use  amongst  the  ancient 
heathens  for  lustration  and  cleansing.  De  Diis  Sgris,  Syntag.  i. 
cap.  6. 

ANGARI,  or  PERSIAN  MESSENGERS,  REFERRED  TO  BY  CHRIST. 

Matt.  v.  41.  Whosoever  shall  compel  t/ieeJ]  Our  Lord  in 
this  passage  refers  to  the  angari,  or  Persian  messengers,  who  had 
the  royal  authority  for  pressing  horses,  ships,  and  even  men,  to 
assist  them  in  the  business  on  which  they  were  employed.  In  the 
modern  government  of  Persia  there  are  officers  not  unlike  the 
ancient  angari,  called  chappars,  who  serve  to  carry  despatches 
between  the  court  and  the  provinces.  When  a  chappar  sets  out, 
the  master  of  the  horse  furnishes  him  with  a  single  horse,  and 
when  that  is  weary,  he  dismounts  the  first  man  he  meets,  and  takes 
his  horse.  There  is  no  pardon  for  a  traveller  that  should  refuse 
to  let  a  chappar  have  his  horse,  nor  for  any  other  who  should  deny 
him  the  best  horse  in  his  stable.  (See  Han  way's  Trav.  vol.  i. 
p.  262.) 

The  Jews,  and  inhabitants  of  other  provinces,  were  compelled 


attend  them.  The  Persian  couriers  wore  a  dagger  as  a  mark  of 
authority,  called  hanger,  from  which,  the  name  of  angari  is  suppos- 
ed by  some  to  be  derived.     (Chardin's  Trav.  vol.  ii.  p.  242.) 

A  very  full  and  clear  account  of  these  messengers  is  afforded  us 
in  Campbell's  Travels,  part  ii.  p.  92.  "  As  1  became  familiarized 
to  my  Tartar  guide,  I  found  his  character  disclose  mucli  better 
traits  than  his  first  appearance  bespoke.  I  began  insensibly  to 
think  him  a  very  entertaining  fellow.  Perceiving  that  I  was  very 
low  spirited  and  thoughtful,  he  exhibited  manifest  tokens  of  com- 

Siassion,  and  taking  it  into  his  head  that  I  was  actually  removed 
or  ever  from  my  friends  and  my  family,  he  spoke  in  a  style  of 
regret  and  feeling  that  did  honour  to  his  heart ;  and,  to  say  the 
truth,  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  alleviate  my  feelings, 
conversing  with  me  either  by  means  of  the  interpreter,  or  in  broken 
lingua  franca,  supplying  all  my  wants  cheerfully  and  abundantly, 
changing  horses  with  me  as  often  as  1  pleased,  and  going  slowly  or 
galloping  forward  just  as  best  suited  my* inclination  or  humour. 

"  The  first  object  he  seemed  to  have  in  view  on  our  journey  was 
to  impress  me  with  a  notion  of  his  consequence  and  authority,  as 
a  messenger  belonging  to  the  sultan.     As  all  these  men  are  em- 

filoyed  by  the  first  magistrates  in  the  country,  and  are  as  it  were  the 
inks  of  communication  between  them,  they  think  themselves  of 
great  importance  to  the  state,  while  the  great  men,  whose  business 
they  are  employed  in,  make  them  feel  the  weight  of  their  authori- 
ty, and  treat  them  with  the  greatest  contempt.  Hence  they  be- 
come so  habitually  servile  to  their  superiors,  and  by  natural  con- 
sequence insolent  and  over-bearing  to  their  inferiors,  or  those  who, 
being  in  their  power,  they  conceive  to  be  so. 

"  As  carriers  of  despatches,  their  power  and  authority  wherever 
they  go  are  in  some  points  undisputed,  and  they  can  compel  a 
supply  of  provisions,  horses,  and  attendants,  whenever  it  suits 
their  occasion ;  nor  dare  any  man  resist  their  right  to  take  the 
horse  from  under  him,  to  proceed  on  the  emperor  s  business,  be 
the  owner's  occasion  ever  so  pressing. 

"  As  soon  as  he  stopped  at  a  caravanserai,  lie  immediately  called 
lustily  about  him  in  the  name  of  the  sultan  ;  demanding,in  a  menac- 
ing tone  of  voice,  fresh  horses,  vtctuals,  &c.  on  the  instant.  The 
terror  of  this  great  man  operated  like  magic ;  nothing  could  ex-  ' 
ceed  the  activity  of  the  men,  the  briskness  of  the  women,  and  the 
terror  ofthe  children  (for  the  caravanserais  are  continually  attended 
by  numbers  of  the  very  lowest  of  the  people),  but  no  quickness  of 
preparation,  no  effort  could  satisfy  my  gentleman,  he  would  show 
me  his  power  in  a  still  more  striking  point  of  view,  and  fell  to  be- 
labouring them  with  his  whip,  and  kicking  them  with  all  his 
wight" 
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ANGEL  OF  6OD9  AN  HYPERBOLE. 

3  Sam.  xiv.  l7.  As  em  angel  of  God  so  is  my  lord  the  king, 
to  discern  good  and  bad,']  Ckardin  relates  a  circumstance  con« 
cerning  some  commercial  transactions  which  he  had  with  the  king 
of  Persia,  in  which  he  expressed  himself  dissatisfied  with  the  val- 
uation which  the  king  had  put  upon  a  rich  trinket,  in  answer  to 
which  the  grand  master  replied,  "  Know  that  the  kings  of  Persia 
have  a  general  and  full  knowledge  of  matters,  as  sure  as  it  is  ex- 
tensive ;  and  that  equally  in  the  greatest  and  smallest  things  there 
is  nothing  more  just  and  sure  than  what  they  pronounce.'*  The 
knowledge  of  this  prince,  according  to  this  great  officer  of  state, 
was  like  that  of  an  angel  of  God.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  287. 

ANGEL  OF  THE  CHURCH  EXPLAINED. 

Rev.  ii.  !•  TTie  angel  of  the  church.']  Next  to  the  chief  ruler 
of  the  synagogue  was  an  officer,  whose  province  it  was  to  offer  up 
public  prayer  to  God  for  the  whole  congregation,  and  who  on  that 
account  was  called  the  angel  of  the  church,  because  as  their 
messenger  he  spake  to  God  for  them.  Hence  the  pastors  of  the 
seven  churches  of  Asia  are  called  by  a  name  borrowed  from  the 
synagogue.     Jennings^s  Jewish  Ant,  vol.  ii.  p.  55. 

ANGEL  OF  THE  LORD  APPEARING  TO   MOSES. 

Acts  vii.  30.  There  appeared  to  him  in  the  wilderness  of 
Mount  Sinai  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  in  aflame  of  fire  in  a  bush,] 
The  heathens  had  either  read  or  heard  of  this  circumstance,  as 
appears  by  Artapanus,  who  mentions  it  (in  Eusebius,  1.  ix. 
Pr^epar,  Evang.  c*  xxvii.) ;  but  he  disguises  it,  and  misreports  it, 
saying  it  was  a  fire  which  suddenly  broke  forth  out  of  the  earth,  and 
flamed  when  there  was  no  matter  nor  any  kind  of  wood  in  the  place  to 
feed  it.  However,  in  the  ;iext  chapter  but  one  an  ancient  trage- 
dian reports  it  exactly,  saying  just  as  Moses  does  here,  that  the 
bush  burned  with  fire,  and  yet  remained  entire  in  the  flame,  which 
he  calls  the  greatest  miracle.  There  is  a  story  something  like  this 
in  Dion  Prus€Bus,  Orat.  xxxvi.  where  he  saith,  the  Persians  re- 
late concerning  Zoroaster,  that  the  love  of  wisdom  and  virtue 
leading  him  to  a  solitary  life  upon  a  mountain,  he  found  it  one 
day  all  in  a  flame,  shining  witn  celestial  fire,  out  of  the  midst  (^ 
which  he  came  without  any  harm,  and  instituted  certain  sacrifices 
to  God,  who,  he  declared,  then  appeared  to  him.  Both  Ursinus 
and  Huet  have  endeavoured  tO  prove,  that  this  was  a  corrupt 
tradition  of  this  vision  of  Moses.     Patrick,  on  Exod,  iii.  S. 

ANGEL  OF  THE  WATERS  EXPLAINED. 

Rev.  xvi.  6.  The  angel  of  the  waters,]  Among  the  Jews  there 
was  an  officer,  who  was  a  priest,  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  wells, 
fountains,  and  ditches  about  Jerusalem,  that  the  people  might  have 
water  at  the  feasts :  in  this  office  was  Nicodemon  ben  Gorion, 
thought  to  be  the  Nicodemus  mentioned  in  the  gospel.  Dr.  Lights 
foot  thinks  that  there  is  a  reference  to  this  person  in  the  expres- 
sion, the  angel  of  the  waters. 
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ANGER  SHOULD  BE  SHORT-LIVED. 

Eph.  iv.  26.  Let  not  the  sun  go  down  upon  your  wrath.'] 
Many  persons  have  observed,  that  this  was  agreeable  to  the 
Pythagorean  practice,  who  used  always,  if  the  members  of  their 
particular  society  had  any  difference  with  each  other,  to  give  tokens 
of  reconciliation  before  the  sun  went  down.  This  exhortation  is 
peculiarly  important  to  prevent  excessive  and  long-protracted  anger, 
which  might  in  time  increase  to  habitual  malice;  a  temper  ex- 
ceedingly unbecoming  a  christian. 

ANGER  VENTED  AGAINST  PARENTS. 

1  Sam.  XX.  30.  Thou  son  of  the  perverse  rebellious  woman,'] 
In  the  East,  when  they  are  angry  with  a  person,  they  abuse  and 
vilify  his  parents.  Saul  thought  of  nothing  but  venting  his  anger 
against  Jonathan,  nor  had  any  design  to  reproach  his  wife  person- 
ally ;  the  mention  of  her  was  only  a  vehicle  by  which,  according 
to  oriental  modes,  he  was  to  convey  his  resentment  against  Jona- 
than into  the  minds  of  those  about  him.    Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  492. 

1  Sam.  XX.  30.  Then  SauFs  anger  was  kindled  against  Jona- 
than, and  he  said  unto  him,  Thou  son  of  the  perverse  rebellious 
woman  /]  An  instance  of  the  prevalence  of  the  same  principle  in 
Africa,  which  induced  Saul  thus  to  express  himself  to  Jonathan, 
occurs  in  the  travels  of  Mungo  Park,  **  Maternal  afiection  is  every- 
where conspicuous  among  the  Africans,  and  creates  a  correspond- 
ent return  of  tenderness  in  the  child.  Strike  me,  said  my  attend- 
ant, but  do  not  curse  my  mother.  The  same  sentiment  I  found 
universally  to  prevail,  and  observed  in  all  parts  of  Africa,  that  the 
greatest  affront  which  would  be  offered  to  a  negro  was  to  reflect 
on  her  who  gave  him  birth."     Travels,  p.  264. 

ANOINTING  WITH  OIL  TO  CURE  THE  SICK. 

James  v.  14.  Anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.] 
"  In  Yemen,  the  anointing  of  the  body  is  believed  to  strengthen 
and  protect  it  from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  by  which  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province,  as  they  wear  so  little  clothing,  are  very  liable  to 
suffer.  Oil,  by  closing  up  the  pores  of  the  skin,  is  supposed  to  ' 
prevent  that  too  copious  transpiration  which  enfeebles  the  frame ; 
perhaps,  too,  these  Arabians  think  a  glistering  skin  a  beauty. 
When  the  intense  heat  comes  in,  they  always  anoint  their  bodies 
with  oil.  At  Sana,  all  the  Jews,  and  many  of  the  Mahometans, 
have  their  bodies  anointed  whenever  they  find  themselves  indis- 
posed.** (Niebuhr,  vol.  ii.  p.  274.)  This  in  some  degree  ex- 
plains the  direction  of  the  apostle  James,  the  meaning  of  which 
will  be,  to  do  that  solemnly  for  the  purpose  of  healing,  which  was 
often  done  medicinally;  and  accordingly  we  find  Solomon,  in 
many  places  of  his  Proverbs,  speaking  of  administering  ointment, 
which  rejoices  the  heart,  which  may  be  a  healing  medicine  to  the 
navel,  &c. 
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ANOINTING  WITH  SPICES. 

Mark  xvi.  1.  Had  bought  sweet  spices^  that  they  might  came 
and  anoint  Am.]  This  was  tiie  practice  of  the  Jews  :  hence  we 
read  of  the  spices  of  the  dead.  It  was  one  of  these  things  that  it  was 
customary  in  Israel  to  perform  to  the  dead.  Maimonides  observes, 
that  they  anoint  them  with  various  sorts  of  spices.     Gill,  in  loc, 

John  xix.  39.  And  there  came  also  Nicodemus,  (who  at  the 
first  came  to  Jesus  by  night  J  and  brought  a  mixture  of  myrrh 
and  aloes,  about  a  hundred  pounds  weight.']  Notwithstanding  the 
Jews  object  to  the  quantity  of  spices  brought  .to  embalm  the  body 
of  Jesus,  as  being  unnecessarily  profuse  and  incredible,  it  appears 
from  their  own  writing,  that  they  were  used  in  great  abundance  on 
some  such  occasions.  See  2  Chron.  xvi.  14.  In  the  Talmud 
(Massecheth  Semacoth  viii.)  it  is  saidj'^that  no  less  than  eighty 
pounds  of  spices  were  used  at  the  funeral  of  Rabbi  Gamaliel  the 
Elder :  and  at  the  funeral  of  Herod,  Josephus  (Antiq.  xvii.  8.  3) 
informs  us  that  the  procession  was  followed  by  five  hundred  of  his 
domestics  carrying  spices. 

ANTICHRISTIAN  CRUELTY  AND  PROSCRIPTION  PREDICTED. 

Rev.  xiii.  17.  And  that  no  man  might  buy  or  sell,  save  he 
that  had  the  marh,  or  the  name  of  the  beasts  or  the  number  of  his 
name.]  Many  learned  men  have  thought  these  expressions  relate 
to  the  manner  in  which  Ptolemy  Philopater  persecuted  the  Jews. 
"  He  forbid  any  to  enter  into  his  palace,  who  did  not  sacrifice  to 
the  gods  he  worshipped,  whereby  he  excluded  the  Jews  all  access 
to  him,  either  to  the  suing  to  him  for  justice,  or  the  obtaining  of 
his  protection,  in  what  case  soever  they  should  staiid  in  need  of  it. 
He  ordered  by  another  decree,  that  all  of  the  Jewish  nation  that 
lived  in  Alexandria  should  be  degraded  from  the  first  rank  of  citi- 
zens, of  which  they  had  always  hitherto  been  from  the  first 
founding  of  the  city,  and  be  enrolled  in  the  third  rank  among  the 
common  people  of  Egypt,  and  that  all  of  them  should  come  thus 
to  be  enrolled,  and  at  the  time  of  this  enrolment  have  the  mark 
of  an  ivy-leaf,  the  badge  of  the  God  Bacchus,  by  an  hot  iron  im- 
pressed upon  them ;  and  that  all  those  who  should  refuse  to  be 
thus  enrolled,  and  to  be  stigmatized  with  this  mark,  should  be 
slaves ;  and  that  if  any  of  them  should  stand  out  against  this  de- 
cree, they  should  be  put  to  death."  Prideaux's  Connexion, 
part  ii.  lib.  2.  ann.  ante  C.   216. 

apostle  JOHN  BANISHED  TO  PATMOS. 

*  Rev.  i,  9.  /,  John,  was  in  the  isle  that  was  called  Patmos^ 
for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ.]  This 
punishment,  in  the^Roman  law,  is  called  capitis  diminutio,  because 
the  person  thus  banished  was  disfranchised,  and  the  city  thereby 
lost  an  head.  It  succeeded  in  the  room  of  that  ancient  punish- 
ment, aqua  et  igni  interdicere,  whereby  it  was  implied,  that  the 
man  must,  for  his  own  defence,  betake  himself  into  banishment, 
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when  it  became  unlawful  for  any  to  accommodate  him  with  lodg* 
ing,  diet,  or  any  other  necessary  of  life.  But  this  banishing  into 
islands  was  properly  called  disportafio^  being  accounted  the  worst 
kind  of  exilCf  whereby  the  criminal  forfeited  his  estate^  and  being 
bound,  and  put  on  board  sliip,  was,  by  public  officers,  transported 
to  some  certain  island  (which  none  but  the  emperor  himself  might 
assign),  there  to  be  confined  in  a  perpetual  banishment.  ^  The  place 
to  whidi  St.  John  was  carried  was  Patmos,  a  little  island  in  the 
Archipelago,  now  called  Palinosa,  mountainous,  but  moderately  fruit- 
ful, especially  in  wheat  and  pulse,  though  defective  in  other  com- 
modities. The  whole  circumference  of  the  island  is  about  thirty 
miles,  and  on  one  of  the  mountains  stands  a  town  of  the  same 
name,  having  on  the  top  of  it  a  monastery  of  Greek  monks;  and  on 
the  north  side  of  the  town  the  inhabitants  by  tradition  show  an 
house  in  which  the  apocalypse  was  written,  and,  not  far  ofi^  the 
-cave  where  it  was  revealed,  both  places  of  great  esteem  and  vene- 
ration with  the  Greeks  and  Latins.  Wells's  Geography  of  the 
New  Testament,  Part  ii.  p.  128. 

APOSTLES  OF  CHRIST  SUBJECT  TO  PECULIAR  HARDSHIPS. 

1  Cor.  iv.  9.  God  hath  set  forth  us  the  apostles  last,"]  In 
the  word  co-varouc,  which  the  apostle  here  uses,  there  is  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Koman  custom  of  bringing  forth  those  persons  on  the 
theatre  in  the  after  part  of  the  day,  to  fight,  either  with  each 
other,  or  with  wild  beasts,  who  were  appointed  to  certain  death, 
and  had  not  that  poor  chance  of  escaping  which  those  brought 
forth  in  the  morning  had.  Such  kind  of  spectacles  were  so  com- 
mon in  all  the  provinces,  that  it  is  no  wonder  we  should  find 
such  an  allusion  here.  The  words  aTreSci^ei;,  exhibit ed,  and 
QtarQoVf  a  spectacle  on  the  theatre,  have,  in  this  connexion,  a 
beautiful  propriety.  The  whole  passage  is,  indeed,  full  of  high 
eloquence,  and  finely  adapted  to  move  their  compassion  in  favour 
of  those  who  were  so  generously  expiring,  and  sacrificing  them- 
selves for  the  public  good.     Doddridge,  in  he. 

1  Cor.  iv.  13.  We  are  made  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and 
are  the  off-scouring  of  all  things  unto  this  day!\  Doddridge 
thus  paraphrases,  and  in  his  note  explains  these  words :  **  We 
are  made  and  treated  like  the  very  filth  of  the  world,  like  the 
wretches  who,  being  taken  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  are 
offered  as  expiatory  sacrifices  to  the  infernal  deities  among  the 
Gentiles,  and  loaded  with  curses,  af&onts,  and  injuries,  in  the 
way  to  the  altars  at  which  they  are  to  bleed,  or  like  the  refuse  of 
all  things  to  this  day,  the  very  sweepings  of  the  streets  and  stalls, 
a  nuisance  to  all  around  us,  and  fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  trampled 
upon  by  the  meanest  and  vilest  of  mankind."  The  word  icadap- 
fiara  has  a  force  and  meaning  here,  which  no  one  word  in  our 
language  can  express ;  it  refers  to  the  custom  of  purifying  a  city 
by  the  expiatory  death  of  some  person:  for  this  purpose  they 
clothed  a  man  in  foul  and  filthy  garments,  and  then  put  him  to 


18  ORIENTAL   CUSTOMS. 

death.  When  the  city  was  visited  with  any  great  calamity,  they 
chose  one  of  the  lowest  persons  in  it,  and  brought  him  to  a  cer- 
tain place,  with  cheese,  dry  figs,  and  a  cake  in  his  hand.  After 
beating  him  with  rods,  they  burnt  him  and  the  rods  together  in 
a  ditch,  and  cast  the  ashes  into  the  sea,  with  these  words.  Be 
thou  a  lustration  for  us. 

The  people  of  Marseilles,  originally  a  Chrecian  colony,  had  a 
similar  custom,  for  we  learn  from  Servius,  on  the  third  book  of 
the  iEneid,  that  as  often  as  they  were  aiHicted  with  the  pesti- 
lence, they  took  a  poor  person,  who  offered  himself  willingly, 
and  kept  him  a  whole  year  on  the  choicest  food,  at  the  public 
expense.  This  man  was  afterwards  dressed  up  with  vervain,  and 
in  the  sacred  vestments,  and  led  through  the  city,  where  he  was 
loaded  with  execrations,  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  state 
might  rest  on  him,  and  was  then  thrown  into  the  sea. 

The  Mexicans  had  a  similar  custom  of  keeping  a  man  a  year, 
and  even  worshipping  him  during  that  time,  and  then  sacri- 
ficing him. 

APPREHENDED  OF  CHRIST,  EXPLAINED. 

Philip,  iii.  12.  I  follow  after,  if  that  I  may  apprehend  thai 
for  which  also  I  am  apprehended  of  Christ  Jesus."]  Doddridge 
thus  renders  and  paraphrases  this  last  sentence :  for  which  also 
I  am  apprehended  by  Christ  Jesus,  whose  condescending  hand 
graciously  laid  hold  of  me  in  my  mad  career,  in  so  extraordinary 
a  manner,  as  you  have  often  heard,  and  has  introduced  me  into 
that  blessed  race  in  which  I  am  now  engaged.  To  this  he  adds 
in  a  note,  that  candidates  in  the  Grecian  games,  especially  when 
they  first  presented  themselves,  were  often  introduced  by  some 
person  of  established  reputation,  who,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
spoke  as  honourably  as  might  be  of  his  friend,  urged  him  to 
acquit  himself  with  the  utmost  vigour  and  resolution;  and,  it  is 
possible,  that  this  clause  may  allude  to  that  circumstance.  I  con- 
clude that  even  on  this  interpretation,  it  further  expresses  the 
sense  the  apostle  had  of  his  obligations  to  the  condescension  and 
grace  of  Christ,  in  pursuing  and  seizing  him  while  he  fled  from 
him,  and  so  engaging  him  to  aspire  to  this  crown  of  life. 

ARABIAN    CAMEL   FEAST   DESCRIBED. 

EzEK.  xxiv.  5.  Take  the  choice  of  the  fiock,  and  burn  also 
the  bones  under  it.]  The  following  account  of  a  royal  Arab 
camel  feast  will  afford  some  illustration  of  the  parable  contained 
in  this  chapter.  ^'  Before  mid-day  a  carpet  being  spread  in  the 
middle  of  the  tent,  our  dinner  was  brought  in,  being  served  up  in 
large  wooden  bowls  between  two  men ;  and  truly,  to  my  appre- 
hension, load  enough  for  them.  Of  these  great  platters  there 
were  about  fifty  or  sixty  in  number,  perhaps  more,  with  a  great 
many  little  ones ;  I  mean,  such  as  one  man  was  able  to  bring  in, 
strewed  here  and  there  among  them,  and  placed  for  a  border  or 
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garnish  round  about  the  table.  In  the  middle  was  one  of  a 
larger  size  than  all  the  rest^  in  which  were  the  camel's  bones,  and 
a  thin  broth  in  which  they  were  boiled.  The  other  greater  ones 
seemed  all  filled  with  one  and  the  same  sort  of  provision,  a  kind 
of  plum-broth)  made  of  rice  and  the  fleshy  part  of  the  camel,  with 
currants  and  spices,  being  of  a  somewhat  darker  colour  than  what 
is  made  in  our  country,"  Philosophical  Transactions  abridged. 
Part  ii.  cap.  2,  art.  40. 

The  Hebrew  word  translated  bum,  should  have  been  rendered, 
as  in  the  margin,  heap.  The  meaning  cannot  be  that  the  bones 
were  to  be  burnt  under  the  caldron,  but  that  they  were  to  be 
heaped  up  in  it;  for  it  is  said,  let  them  seethe  the  bones  of  it 
therein.  With  this  interpretation  the  Septuagint  translation  of 
the  passage  agrees :  and  viewed  in  this  light,  the  object  is  ascer- 
tained by  the  foregoing  extract. 

ARABIAN  HORSES  HIGHLY  APPRECIATED. 

Solomon's  Sono,  i.  9.  /  have  compared  thee,  O  my  love,  to 
a  company  of  horsesJ]  This  appears  a  very  coarse  compliment 
to  a  mere  EngUsh  reader,  arising  from  the  difference  of  our  man- 
ners ;  but  the  horse  is  an  animal  in  very  high  estimation  in  the 
East.  The  Arabians  are  extravagantly  fond  of  their  horses,  and 
caress  them  as  if  they  were  their  children.  D^Arvieux  gives  a 
diverting  account  of  the  afiectionate  caresses  an  Arab  used  to 
give  a  mare  which  belonged  to  him.  He  had  sold  it  to  a  mer- 
chant at  Rama,  and  when  he  came  to  see  it  (which  he  very  fre- 
quently did)^  he  would  weep  over  it,  kiss  its  eyes,  and  when  he 
departed,  go  backwards,  bidding  it  adieu  in  the  most  tender  man- 
ner. The  horses  of  Egypt  are  so  remarkable  for  stateliness  and 
beauty,  as  to  be  sent  as  presents  of  great  value  to  the  sublime 
porte  (Maillet,  Lett*  ix.  and  xiii.) ;  and  it  appears  from  sacred 
history,  that  they  were  in  no  less  esteem  formerly  among  the 
kings  of  Syria,  and  of  the  Hittites,  as  well  as  Solomon  himself, 
who  bought  his  horses  at  150  shekels,  which  (at  Dean  Frideaux*s 
calculation,  of  three  shillings  the  shekel)  is  £22.  10^.  each,  a  very 
considerable  price  at  which  to  purchase  twelve  thousand  horses 
together.  The,  qualities,  which  form  the  beauty  of  these  horses, 
are  tallness,  proportionable  corpulency,  and  stateliness  of  manner; 
the  same  qualities  which  they  admire  in  their  women,  particularly 
cotpulency,  which  is  known  to  be  one  of  the  most  esteemed  cha- 
racters of  beauty  in  the  East.^  Niebuhr  says,  **  as  plumpness  is 
thought  a  beauty  in  the  East,  the  women,  in  order  to  obtain  this 
beauty,  swallow,  every  morning  and  evei7  evening,  three  of  these 
insects  (a  species  oi  tenebriones)  fried  in  butter.**  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple is  founded  the  compliment  of  Solomon ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  the  elegant  Theocritus,  in  his  epithalamium  for  the 
celebrated  queen  Helen,  whom  he  described  as  plump  and  large, 
uses  exactly  the  same  image,  comparing  her  to  the  horse  in  the 

c  2 


20  ORIENTAL    CUSTOMS. 

chariots  of  Thessaltf.    {Idyl,  xviii.  ver.  29)     Williams's  New 
Translation  of  Solomon's  Song,  p.  172. 

ARABIAN   PROVERB. 

Job  vii.  19.  Let  me  alone  till  I  swallow  down  my  spittle.'] 
This  is  a  proverb  among  the  Arabians  to  the  present  day,  by 
which  they  understand,  Give  me  leave  to  rest  after  my  fatigue. 
This  is  the  favour  which  Job  complains  is  not  granted  to  him. 
There  are  two  instances  which  illustrate  the  passage  (quoted  by 
Schultens)  in  Hariraes's  Narratives^  entitled  the  Assembly. 
One  is  of  a  person,  who,  when  eagerly  pressed  to  give  an  account 
of  his  travels,  answered  with  impatience,  "  Let  me  swallow  down 
my  spittle,  for  my  journey  hath  fatigued  me."  The  other 
instance  is  of  a  quick  return  made  to  one  who  used  that  proverb, 
"  Suffer  me,"  said  the  person  importuned,  "  to  swallow  down  my 
spittle :"  to  which  his  friend  replied,  "  You  may,  if  you  please, 
swallow  down  even  Tigris  and  Euphrates;"  that  is,  take  what 
time  you  please.     Biblical  Researches^  vol.  i.  p.  84. 

ARABIAN  TENT  DESCRIBED. 

Judges  iv.  21.  A  nail  of  the  tent.]  Shaw,  describing  the 
tents  of  the  Bedoween  Arabs  (p.  221),  says,  "  these  tents  are 
kept  firm  and  steady,  by  bracing  or  stretching  down  their  eaves 
with  cords,  tied  down  to  hooked  wooden  pins,  well  pointed, 
which  they  drive  into  the  ground  with  a  mallet ;  one  of  these  pins 
answering  to  the  nail,  as  the  mallet  does  to  the  hammer,  which 
Jael  used  in  fastening  to  the  ground  the  temples  of  Sisera." 

Judges  v.  25.  Butter.]  D'Arvieux  informs  us  (  Voy.  dans 
la  Pah  p.  200)  that  the  Arabs  make  butter  by  churning  in  a 
leathern  bottle.  Hence  Jael  is  said  to  have  opened  a  bottle  of 
milk  for  Sisera,  Judges  iv.  19.  Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  i.  p.  281) 
supposes  that  she  had  just  been  churning,  and  pouring  out  the 
contents  of  her  bottle  into  one  of  the  best  bowls  or  dishes  she 
had,  pi^esented  this  butter-milk  to  him  to  quench  his  thirst. 

1  3am.  xxvi.  5.  And  Saul  lay  in  the  trench^  and  the  people 
pitched  round  about  him.]  An  Arab  camp  is  always  round  when 
the  disposition  of  the  ground  will  admit  it,  the  prince  being  in 
the  middle,  and  the  Arabs  about  him  at  a  respectful  distance. 
Their  lances  were  fixed  near  them  in  the  ground  all  the  day, 
ready  for  action.  ( D'Arvieux,  Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  173.)  Such 
was  probably  the  situation  of  Saul.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  245. 

1  Sam.  xxvi.  7.  And  behold,  Saul  lay  sleeping  in  the  trench, 
and  his  spear  stuck  in  the  ground  at  his  bolster  ;  but  Abner  and 
the  people  lay  round  about  him.]  A  description,  very  similar  to 
this,  is  given  by  Homer,  of  Diomed  sleeping  in  his  arms,  with 
his  soldiers  about  him,  and  the  spears  sticking  upright  in  the 
earth. 
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Without  his  tent  bold  Diomed  they  fonod. 

All  sheath'd  in  anns,  his  brave  companions  round  ; 

Each  sunk  in  sleep,  extended  on  the  field, 

His  bead  reclining  on  his  bossy  shield  : 

A  wood  of  spears  stood  by,  that,  fix'd  upright. 

Shot  from  their  flashing  points  a  quiv'ring  light. 

I/.iii.  89.    Pops. 

The  circumstance  of  the  spears  being  fixed  in  the  ground^  might 
be  in  conformity  to  the  usual  practice  of  warriors. 

Jer.  xlix.  8.  Dwell  deep."]  When  the  Arabs  have  drawn 
upon  themselves  the  resentment  of  the  more  fixed  inhabitants  of 
those  countries^  and  think  themselves  unable  to  stand  against 
them,  they  withdraw  into  the  depths  of  the  great  wilderness, 
where  none  can  follow  them.  (Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  xix. 
p.  722.  Niebuhr,  vol.  ii.  p.  199.)  Thus  also,  very  expressly, 
M.  Savory  (tom.  ii.  p.  8):  "always  on  their  guard  against 
tyranny,  on  the  least  discontent  that  is  given  them,  they  pack  up 
their  tents,  load  their  camels  with  them,  ravage  the  flat  country, 
and,  loaded  with  plunder,  plunge  into  the  burning  sands,  whither 
none  can  pursue  them,  and  where  they  alone  can  dwell."  Is  it 
not  then  most  probable,  that  the  dwelling  deep,  mentioned  in 
these  words,  means  their  plunging  far  into  the  deserts,  rather 
than  going  into  deep  caves  and  dens,  as  has  been  most  commonly 
supposed  ?  This  explanation  is  also  strongly  confirmed  by  verse 
80:  Flee,  get  you  far  off,  dwell  deep,     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  101. 

ARABIANS  KEEN  AFTER  THEIR  PLUNDlSR. 

Jer.  iii.  2,  In  the  ways  hast  thou  sat  for  them,  as  the  Arabian  in 
the  wildemess.l  Chardin  has  given  a  very  strong  and  lively  de- 
scription of  the  eagerness  with  which  the  Arabians  look  out  for 
prey.  "The  Arabs  wait  for  caravans  with  the  most  violent  avidity, 
looking  about  them  to  all  sides,  raising  themselves  up  on  their 
horses,  running  here  and  there  to  see  if  they  can  perceive  any 
smoke,  or  dust,  or  tracks  on  the  ground,  or  any  other  marks  of 
people  passing  along."     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  95. 

Amos  ix.  13.  The  ploughman  shall  overtake  the  reaper^  The 
Arabs  commmit  depredations  of  every  description.  They  strip 
the  trees  of  their  fi*uit  even  in  its  unripe  state,  as  well  as  seize  on 
the  seed  and  corn  of  the  husbandman.  Maillet  ascribes  the  altera- 
tion for  the  worse,  that  is  found  in  the  wine  of  a  province  in 
Egypt,  to  the  precipitation  with  which  they  now  gather  the  grapes. 
This  was  done  to  save  them  from  the  Arabs,  "  who  frequently  make 
excursions  into  it,  especially  in  the  seasons  in  which  the  fruits 
begin  to  ripen.  It  is  to  save  them  fi:om  these  depredations,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  gather  them  before  they  come  to 
maturity.'*  (Lett.  viii.  p.  S96.)  It  is  this  circumstance  that  must 
explain  this  passage  of  the  prophet :  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith 
the  Lord,  that  the  ploughman  shall  overtake  the  reaper,  and  the 
treader  of  grapes  him  that  soweth  seed,  and  the  mountains  shall 
drop  sweet  wine,  and  all  the  hills  shall  melt :  that  is,  the  days 
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shall  come  when  the  grapes  shall  not  be  ffatheredi  as  they  were 
before,  in  a  state  of  immaturity,  for  fear  of  Arabs  or  other  destroy- 
ing nations,  but  they  shall  be  suffered  to  hang  till  the  time  of 
ploughing ;  so  perfect  shall  be  the  security  of  these  times.  Har- 
M£R,  vol.  i.  p.  90. 

ARCHITECTS  REQUIRE  WISDOM. 

1  CoR.  iii.  10.  A  wise  master  builder."]  The  title  of  ao^og,  or 
wise^  was  given  to  such  as  were  skilful  in  manual  arts.  Homer 
accounts  such  to  be  taught  by  Minerva,  the  goddess  of  wisdom 
{Iliad  XV.  lin.  411),  and  to  this  some  think  the  apostle  alludes 
when  he  compares  himself  to  cro^oc  apxivEKnov,  a  wise  master^ 
builder. 

ARIEL,  A  NAME  FOR  JERUSALEM. 

Isaiah  xxix.  1.  Woe  to  Ariel,  to  Ariel,  the  city  where  David 
dweU.]  At  Jerusalem  vast  quantities  of  flesh  were  consumed  in 
their  sacred  feasts,  as  well  as  burnt  upon  the  altar.  Perhaps  this 
circumstance  will  best  explain  the  reason  why  the  holy  city  is  call- 
ed Ariel.  According  to  the  Elastern  taste,  the  term  is  applied  in 
this  sense;  that  is,  to  places  remarkable  for  consuming  great 
quantities  of  provision,  and  especially  flesh.  **  The  modern  Per- 
sians will  have  it,"  says  VHerbelot,  in  his  account  of  Shiraz,  a  city 
of  that  country,  "  that  this  name  was  given  to  it  because  this  city 
consumes  and  devours  like  a  lion  (which  is  called  Shir  in  Persian) 
all  that  is  brought  to  it,  by  which  they  express  the  multitude,  and 
it  may  be  the  good  appetite,  of  its  inhabitants.** 

The  prophet  pronounces  woe  to  Zion,  as  too  ready  to  trust  to 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants  and  sojourners,  which  may  be  insin- 
uated by  the  term  Ariel  which  he  uses.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  21S« 

ARK,  A  DIVINELY  INSTITUTED  EMBLEM. 

Exodus  xxv.  10.  They  shall  make  an  ark."]  We  meet  with 
imitations  of  this  divinely  instituted  emblem  among  several  heathen 
nations^  both  iii  ancient  and  modern  times.  Thus  Tacitus  {de 
Mor.  German,  cap.  40)  informs  us,  that  '*  the  inhabitants  of  the 
north  of  Germany,  our  Saxon  ancestors,  in  general,  worshipped 
Herthum,  that  is,  the  mother  earth,  and  believed  her  to  interpose 
in  the  affairs  of  men,  and  to  visit  nations  :  that  to  her,  within  a 
sacred  grove,  in  a  certain  island  of  the  ocean,  a  velucle,  covered 
with  a  vestment,  was  consecrated,  and  allowed  to  be  touched  by 
the  priest  alone,  who  perceived  when  the  goddess  entered  into  this 
her  secret  place,  and  with  profound  veneration  attended  her  vehicle, 
which  was  drawn  by  cows.  While  the  goddess  was  on  their  pro- 
gress, days  of  rejoicing  were  kept  in  every  place  which  she  vouch- 
safed to  visit  They  engaged  in  no  war,  they  meddled  not  with 
arms,  they  locked  up  their  weapons :  peace  and  quietness  only 
were  then  known,  these  only  relished)  till  the  same  priest  reconduct- 
ed the  goddess,  satiated  with  the  conversation  of  mortals,  to  her 
temple." 
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Among  the  Mexicans,  Vitziputzli,  their  supreme  god,  was  re- 
presented in  a  human  shape,  Bitting  on  a  throne,  'supported  by  an 
Bzure  globe,  which  they  called  heaven.  Four  poles  or  sticks 
came  out  from  two  sides  of  this  globe,  at  the  ends  of  which  ser- 
pents' heads  were  carved,  the  whole  making  a  litter,  which  the 
priests  carried  on  their  shoulders  whenever  the  idol  was  shown  in 
public."     Picart't  Ceremoniei,  ili.  p.  146, 

"  In  Lieutenant  Cook'i  voyage  around  the  world,  published  by 
Dr.  Hawkeawortk,  vol.  ii.  p.  !M3,  we  find  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Huaheine,  one  of  the  islands  lately  discovered  in  the  South  Sea, 
had  "  a  kind  of  chest  or  ark,  the  lid  of  which  was  nicely  sewed 
on,  and  thatched.very  neatly  with  palm-nut  leaves.  It  was  fixed 
upon  two  poles,  and  supported  upon  little  arches  of  wood,  verv 
neatly  carved :  the  use  of  the  poles  seemed  to  be  to  remove  it 
from  place  to  place,  in  the  manner  of  our  sedan  chiur :  in  one  end 
of  it  was  a  square  hole,  in  the  middle  of  which  was  a  ring  touch- 
ing the  sides,  and  leaving  the  angles  open,  so  as  to  form  a  round 
hole  within,  a  square  one  without.  The  first  time  Mr.  Banks  saw 
this  coffer,  the  aperture  at  the  end  was  stopped  with  a  piece  of  cloth, 
which,  lest  he  should  give  ofi!ence,  he  left  untouched.  Probably 
there  was  then  something  within  :  but  now  the  cloth  was  taken 
away,  and  upon  looking  into  it,  it  was  found  empty.  The  gene- 
ral resemblance  between  this  repository,  and  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
among  the  Jews,  is  remarkable  :  but  it  is  still  more  remarkable, 
that  upon  inquiring  of  the  boy  what  it  was  (tailed,  he  said,  Ewharre 
no  Eatau,  the  house  of  God :  he  could  however  give  no  account 
of  its  signification  or  use,"  Parkhurst's  Heb.  Lex.  p.  690, 4M 
edit. 

ARM  MADE  BARE,  EXPLAINED. 

Isaiah  lii.  15.  So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  naliom.']  "  This 
passage  has  been  embarrassing  to  commentators,  especially  the  ex- 
pression of  sprinkling  many  nations.  The  sense  of  astonishing 
many  has  been  followed  by  tne  LXX.  our  translators  say  sprinkle. 
Some  have  united  the  ideas, '  he  shall  sprinkle  many  nations  with 
astonishment.'  By  attending  to  the  scope  of  the  passage,  perhaps 
we  shall  see  whence  these  ideas,  seemingly  so  different,  took  their 
rise,  and  that  they  are  radically  the  same.  Imagine  a  great  per- 
sonage, a  king,  to  be  the  spealcer :  '  I,  myself,  consider  a  certain 
servant  of  mine,  my  officer  of  state,  as  a  very  prudent  and  wise 
person ;  but  when  strangers  look  at  him,  they  see  only  a  mean 
and  unpronusing  figure,  so  that  when  he  introduces  them  into  my 
presence,  they  wonder  at  seeing  such'  an  one  in  my  court :  but 
these  strangers  are  from  countries  so  very  distant,  as  to  be  entirely 
unacqiuunted  with  our  customs  and  manners ;  for  when,  as  a  sign 
of  their  kind  reception,  my  servant  sprinkles  them  with  fragrant 
waters,  they  are  absolutely  astonished  at  this  mode  of  showing 
kindness,  and  what  they  had  never  before  heard  of,  that  they  now 
see  practised :  and  what  they  were  entire  strangers  to,  that  they 
now  experience.* 
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"  Though  I  believe  this  representation  of  this  passage  to  be 
uncommon,  perhaps  new,  I  shall  not  stay  to  consider  who  are 
these  distant  strangers,  nor  who  is  this  person  whose  external 
appearance  so  ill  denotes  his  internal  excellencies,  but  shall  merely 
subjoin  the  following  extracts,  which  seem  to  me  satisfactorily  to 
account  for  the  same  Hebrew  word  being  taken  by  some  transla- 
tors to  signify  sprinkling,  by  others  to  signify  astonishment 
,  **  He  put  it  (the  letter)  accordingly  in  his  bosom,  and  our  coffee 
being  done,  I  rose  to  take  my  leave,  and  was  presently  wet  to  the 
skin  by  deluges  of  orange-flower  water."  (Bruce's  Traveb,  vol. 
iii.  p.  14.)  N.  B.  This  is  the  customary  mode  of  doing  respectful 
and  kind  honour  to  a  guest  throughout  the  East. 

"  The  first  time  we  were  received  with  all  the  eastern  ceremo- 
nies (it  was  at  Rosetta,  at  a  Greek  merchant's  house),  there  was 
one  of  our  company  who  was  excessively  surprised  when  a  do- 
mestic placed  himself  before  him,  and  threw  water  over  him,  as 
well  on  his  face  a^s  over  his  clothes.  By  good  fortune  there  was 
with  us  an  European  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  the  country, 
who  explained  the  matter  to  us  in  few  words,  without  which  we 
should  have  become  laughing-stocks  to  the  eastern  people  who 
were  present."  (Niebuhr,  Descrip,  VArabie,  French  edit. 
p.  52.) 

How  naturally  then  might  the  idea  of  sprinkling  suggest  that 
of  surprise,  in  relation  to  every  distant  stranger  !  and  how  near  to 
equivalent  were  these  ideas  in  the  estimation  of  the  ancient  trans-* 
lators,  though  to  us  widely  dissimilar !  (See  Fragments  supple-- 
mentary  to  Calmefs  Diet.  No.  14.) 

ARMS  CONSIDERED  THE  MEMBERS  OF  SOLDIERS. 

RoM.  vi.  13.  Neither  yield  ye  your  members  as  instruments 
of  unrighteousness  unto  sin."]  The  word  translated  instruments 
signifies  arms  or  weapons.  The  ancients  formerly  reckoned  arms 
or  weapons  the  members  of  soldiers.  To  this  the  apostle  may 
allude.     (Alex,  ah  Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  i.  c.  \2.) 

ARMOUR  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS  EXPLAINED, 

2  Cor.  vi.  7.  By  the  armour  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left.']  It  has  been  conjectured  that  the  meaning  of 
the  apostle  in  these  words  is,  that  the  spiritual  warrior,  should  be 
like  the  a/x^iSc^ioc,  or  those  who  could  use  with  equal  alertness 
and  vigor  the  left  hand  and  the  right :  prepared  to  resist  on  each 
side  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  They  who  could  use  both  hands  were 
on  this  account  esteemed  to  be  the  greatest  heroes.  Such  was 
Asteropseus  in  Homer.  Such  some  suppose  were  the  left-handed 
m^n  mentioned  Judges  xx.  16.     Bulkley's  Notes  on  the  Bible. 

1  CoR.  vi.  7.  On  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left."]  The  left 
side,  according  to  the  superstition  of  the  Grecians,  was  accounted 
unlucky  and  of  evil  omen  :  and  it  was  a  part  of  the  same  super- 
stition to  call  such  things  b^  more  auspicious  names.     Thus  ac- 
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cording  to  Eustathius,  they  called  the  left  apiartpog,  from  apurrooj 
the  best.  The  omens  that  appeared  to  the  east  were  accounted 
fortunate^  because  the  great  principle  of  all  light  and  heat^  mo- 
tion and  life,  diffuses  his  first  influences  from  that  part  of  the  world. 
On  the  contrary  the  western  omens  were  unlucky,  because  the  sun 
declines  in  that  quarter.  The  augurs  when  they  made  observa- 
tions kept  their  faces  towiu*ds  the  north,  and  the  east  was  upon 
their  right  hand,  and  the  west  upon  their  left.  Thus  Homer 
brings  in  Hector  telling  Polydamas,  that  he  regarded  not  the 
birds.    //.  xii.  239. 

i.  Ye  yagrants  of  the  sky  !  your  wins^s  extend 

Or  where  the  suns  arise  or  where  aescend, 
To  right  and  left  unheeded  take  your  way.  Pope. 

See  Potter*s  Arch,  Grac.  vol.  i.  b.  2.  cap.  16. 

ARROWS  MADE  BRIGHT  FOR  DIVINING. 

EzEKi£L  xxi.  21.  He  made  his  arrows  bright,"]  This  was 
for  the  purpose  of  divination.  Jerome  on  this  passage  says^  that 
**  the  manner  of  divining  by  arrows  was  thus.  They  wrote  on 
several  arrows  the  names  of  the  cities  they  intended  to  make  war 
against}  and  then  putting  them  promiscuously  all  together  into  a 
quiver,  they  caused  them  to  be  drawn  out  in  the  manner  of  lots, 
and  that  city  whose  name  was  on  the  arrow  first  drawn  out  was 
the  first  they  assaulted.*'  A  method  of  this  sort  of  divination, 
different  from  the  former,  is  worth  noticing.  Dalla  Falla  says 
(p.  276),  **  I  saw  at  Aleppo  a  Mahometan,  who  caused  two  per- 
sons to  sit  upon  the  ground,  one  opposite  to  the  other^  and  gave 
them  four  arrows  into  their  hands,  which  both  of  them  held  with 
their  points  downward,  and  as  it  were  in  two  right  lines  united  one  to 
the  other.  Then,  a  question  being  put  to  him  about  any  business, 
lie  fell  to  murmur  his  enchantments,  and  thereby  caused  the  said 
four  arrows  of  their  own  accord  to  unite  their  points  together  in 
the  midst  (though  he  that  held  them  stirred  not  his  hand),  and, 
according  to  the  future  event  of  the  matter,  those  of  the  right  side 
were  placed  over  those  of  the  left,  or  on  the  contrary."  This  prac- 
tice the  writer  refers  to  diabolical  influence. 

The  method  of  divination  practised  by  some  of  the  idolatrous 
Arabs,  but  which  is  prohibited  by  the  Koran,  is  too  singular  to  be 
nnnoticed.  "  The  arrows  used  by  them  for  those  purposes  were 
like  those  with  which  they  cast  lots,  being  without  heads  or 
feathers,  and  were  kept  in  the  temple  of  some  idol,  in  whose 
presence  they  were  consulted.  Seven  such  arrows  were  kept  at 
the  temple  of  Mecca :  but  generally  in  divination  they  make  use  of 
three  only,  on  one  of  which  was  written,  my  Lord  hath  commanded 
me ;  on  another,  my  Lord  hath  forbidden  me ;  and  the  third  was 
blank.  If  the  first  was  drawn,  they  looked  on  it  as  an«approba- 
tion  of  the  enterprise  in  question;  if  the  second,  -they  made  a 
contrary  conclusion  ;  but,  if  the  third  happened  to  be  drawn,  tiley 
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mixed  them,  and  drew  over  again^  till  a  decisive  answer  was 
given  by  one  of  the  others.  These  divining  arrows  were  gene- 
rally consulted  before  anything  of  moment  Was  undertaken^  as 
when  a  man  was  about  to  marry,  or  about  to  go  a  joumeyi  or  the 
like.*'    Sale's  Koran,  Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  168. 

ARTIFICE  OF  FOWLERS  ALLUDED  TO. 

2  Tim.  ii.  26.  Thai  they  may  recover  themselves  out  of  the 
snare  of  the  devil,  who  are  taken  captive  by  him  at  his  willJ]  In 
order  to  understand  this  beautiful  image,  it  is  proper  to  observe 
that  the  word  avavri\p(a(nv  signifies  to  awake  from  a  deep  sleep^ 
or  from  a  fit  of  intoxication  (Elsner  in  loc),  and  refers  to  an 
artifice  of  fowlers,  to  scatter  seeds  impregnated  with  some  drugs, 
intended  to  lay  birds  asleep,  that  they  may  draw  the  net  over  them 
with  the  greater  security.  Dr.  Shaw  {Travels,  p.  236)  mentions 
a  method  practised  by  the  modern  eastern  fowlers  of  carrying  be- 
fore them  a  piece  of  painted  canvass  of  the  size  of  a  door,  by 
means  of  which  they  stupify  or  astonish  their  game,  and  thus  easily 
destroy  them. 

ASIATIC  HOSPITALITY  DESCRIBED. 

Judges  vi.  19.  And  Gideon  went  in,  and  made  ready  a  kid* 
and  unleavened  cakes  of  an  ephah  of  flour  :  the  flesh  he  put  in  a 
ba8ket,andheputthebrothinapot,and  brought  it  out  to  him  under 
the  oak,  and  presented  it  J]  **  There  is  a  passage  in  Dr.  Shaw,  that 
affords  a  perfect  commentary  on  this  text.  It  is  in  his  preface,  p. 
12.  ^'Besides  a  bowl  of  milk,  and  a  basket  of  figs,  raisins,  or 
dates,  which  upon  our  arrival  were  presented  to  us  to  stay  our 
appetites,  the  master  of  the  tent  where  we  lodged  fetched  us  from 
his  flock,  according  to  the  number  of  our  company,  a  kid  or  a 
goat,  a  Iamb  or  a  sheep ;  half  of  which  was  immediately  seethed 
by  his  wife,  and  served  up  with  cuscasooe :  the  rest  was  made 
kab-ab,  i.  e.  cut  into  pieces  and  roasted  ;  which  we  reserved  for 
our  breakfast  or  dinner  next  day.^' 

May  we  not  imagine  that  Gideon,  presenting  some  slight  re- 
freshment to  the  supposed  prophet,  according  to  the  present  Arab 
mode,  desired  him  to  stay  till  he  could  provide  something  more 
substantial  for  him ;  that  he  immediately  killed  a  kid,  seethed  part 
of  it,  made  kab-ab  of  another  part  of  it,  and  when  it  was  ready, 
brought  out  the  stewed  meat  in  a  pot,  with  unleavened  cakes  of 
bread  which  he  had  baked ;  and  the  kab-ab  in  a  basket  for  his 
carrying  away  with  him,  and  serving  him  for  some  after  repast  in 
his  journey  ?  Nothing  could  be  more  convenient  for  the  carriage 
of  the  reserved  meat  than  a  light  basket,  and  Thevenot  informs  us, 
that  he  carried  his  ready  dressed  meat  with  him  in  a  maund.** 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  330. 

Esther  v.  6.  Banquet  of  wine  J]  Olearius  (p.  709)  thus 
describes  an  entertainment  at  the  Persian  court.  ''  The  floor  of 
thdViall  was  covered  with  a  cotton  cloth,  which  was  covered  with 
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all  sorts  of  fruits  and  sweetmeats,  in  basons  of  gold.  With  them 
was  served  up  excellent  Schiras  wine.  After  an  bourns  time  the 
sweetmeats  were  r^moved^  to  make  way  for  the  more  substantial 
part  of  the  entertainment,  such  as  rice,  boiled  and  Roasted  mut- 
ton,  &c.  After  having  been  at  table  an  hour  and  an  half)  warm 
water  was  brought,  in  an  ewer  of  gold,  for  washing,  and  grace 
being  said,  they  began  to  retire.without  speaking  a  word,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  country. ''  The  time  for  drinking  wine 
was  ,at  the  beginning,  not  at  the  close  of  the  entertainment 
Uarmer,  vol.  i.  p.  389. 

ASTROLOGERS  ABOUNDED  tN  THE  EAST. 

Isaiah  xlvii.  13.  The  cLstrologertJ]  Astrology,  divination, 
and  the  interpretation  of  dreams,  were  fashionable  studies  with 
men  of  rank.  They  in  general  carried  with  them,  wherever  they 
went,  pocket  astronomical  tables,  which  they  consulted,  as  well 
as  astrologers,  on  every  affair  of  moment.  Richardson's  Dis- 
sert.  on  the  East,  p.  191. 

ATHENIANS  WERE  VERY  SUPERSTITIOUS. 

Acts  xvii.  23.     As  I  passed  bj/,  and  beheld  your  devotions^  I 
found  an  altar  with  this  inscription,  To  the  unknown   Ood,"] 
From  the  express  testimony  of  Lucian,  we  learn,  that  there  was 
such  an  inscription  at  Athens.     Whence  it  arose,  or  to  what  it 
particularly  referred,  is  difficult  to  say.     Witsius  (Melet,  p.  85) 
with  Heinsius  (in  loc.)  understands  it  of  Jehovah,  whose  name, 
not  being  pronounced   by  the  Jews    themselves,    might    give 
occasion  to  this  appellation.     Dr.  Wehoood  (Preface  to  the  Ban- 
quet  of  Xenophon,  p.   18)    supposes  that  Socrates  reared    this 
altar  to  express  his  devotion  to  the  one  living  and  true  God,  of 
whom  the  Athenians  had  no  notion,  and  whose  incomprehensible 
being  he  insinuated,   by*  this  inscription,  to  be  far  beyond  the 
reach   of   their  understanding,   or  his    own.    Hammond  gives 
another  explanation  of  the  circumstance,  which   has  appeared 
satisfactory  to  the  learned.     Diogenes  Laertius,   in   his  life  of 
Epimenides^  assures   us,   that  in  the  time  of  that  philosopher 
(about  600  years  before  Christ)  there  was  a  terrible  pestilence  at 
Athens,  in  order  to  avert  which,  when  none  of  the  deities  to 
whom  they  sacrificed  appeared  able  or  willing  to  help   them, 
Epimenides  advised  thein  to  bring  some  sheep  to  the  Areopagus, 
and  letting  them  loose  from  thence,  to  follow  them  till  they  lay 
down,  and  then  to  sacrifice  them  to  the  god  near  whose  temple  or 
altar  they  then  were.     Now  it  seems  probable  that  Athens,  not 
being  then  so  fiiU  of  these  monuments  of  superstition  as  after- 
wards, these  sheep  lay  down  in  places  where  none  of  them  were 
near,  and  so  occasioned  the  rearing  of  what  the  historian  calls 
anonymous  altars ;  or  altars,  each  of  which  had  the  inscription, 
a-yvtoXTToi  9€w,  to  the  unknown  God,  meaning  thereby,  the  deity 
who  had  sent  the  plague,  whoever  he  were ;  one  of  which  altars 
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at  least,  however  it  might  have  been   repaired,  remained  till 
St  Paul's  time,  and  long  after. 

ATTENDANCE  AT  COURT  AMONG  THE  ISRAELITES. 

1  Kings  iL  7.  But  show  kindnest  unto  the  sons  of  Barzillai 
the  Gileadite,  and  let  them  be  of  those  that  eat  at  thy  table!] 
The  privilege  of  eating  at  court  was  both  private  and  public. 
Those  passages  which  speak  of  a  right  to  eat  at  a  royal  table, 
may  be  understood  as  referring  to  public  and  solemn  feasts. 
Chardin  thus  understood  the  dying  advice  of  David  to  Solomon, 
which,  he  says,  may  be  referred  to  the  megelez,  not  the  daily  and 
ordinary  repasts ;  at  these  megelez  many  persons  have  a  right  to 
a  seat ;  others  are  present  only  from  special  grace.  We  are 
therefore  to  consider  it,  of  their  receiving  a  right  to  a  constant 
attendance  there.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  351. 

AVARICE  among  THE  ORIENTALS  DEPICTED. 

Amos  li.  6.  They  sold  the  righteous  for  silver,  and  the  poor 
for  a  pair  of  shoes.}  M aillet  (Lett.  x.  p,  86),  amongst  other 
articles  which  are  carried  before  a  bride  on  the  day  of  marriage, 
mentions  wooden  sandals;  these  in  the  East  are  called  cobcal. 
They  are  not  of  much  value,  though  sometimes  they  are  orna- 
mented. What  Rauwolff  says,  in  connexion  with  the  above 
circumstance,  greatly  illustrates  this  passage  of  Amos.  '^  The 
Turkish  officers,  and  also  their  wives,  go  very  richly  clothed, 
with  rich  flowered  silks,  artificially  made,  and  mixed  of  several 
colours.  But  these  clothes  are  commonly  given  them  by  those 
that  have  causes  depending  before  them  (for  they  do  not  love  to 
part  with  their  own  money),  to  promote  their  cause,  and  to  be 
favourable  to  them.'*  See  also  Amos  viii.  6.  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  21. 

BABYLON  SYMBOLIZED  BY  SHESHACH. 

Jeremiah  li.  41.  How  is  Sheshach  taken!]  It  is  conceived 
that  Babylon  is  called  Sheshach  from  one  of  her  idols,  and  that 
the  term  is  used  by  way  of  opprobrium.  The  idol  Shach  was 
worshipped  there,  and  had  a  festival  kept  for  five  days  together. 
It  is  said,  that  during  this  festival  Cyrus  took  Babylon.  Athe^ 
naeus  speaks  of  this  feast  {Deipnosophistce,  lib.  xiv.  cap.  17), 
saying,  Berosus,  in  the  first  book  of  the  Babylonish  History, 
relates,  that,  on  the  16th  of  the  calends  of  September,  the  feast 
Saicea  was  celebrated  at  Babylon  for  five  days;  during  which 
time  it  was  customary  for  masters  to  obey  their  servants;  one  of 
them,  being  master  of  the  house,  was  clothed  in  a  royal  garment, 
and  called  Zoganez.  See  some  curious  particulars  about  Sheshach 
in  Assembly's  Annotations  on  Jer.  xxv.  26. 

BABYLON  THE  GREAT  DESCRIBED. 

Rev.  xvii.  5.  And  upon  her  forehead  was  a  name  written, 
Mystery,  Babylon  the  Great.]  It  has  been  observed  by  inter- 
preters, that  lewd  women  were  used  to  have  their  names  written 
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exact  sum  depeciCed  in  each,  were  sealed,  and  probably  labelled, 
and  thus  passed  currently.  Instances  of  this  kind  may  be  traced 
in  the  scriptures,  at  least  so  far  as  that  money  was  thus  conveyed 
(2  Kings  V.  23),  and  also  thus  delivered  from  superior  to  inferior 
officers  for  distribution:  as  in  the  passage  referred  to  in  this 
article.  Major  Rbnnell  (On  the  Geography  of'  Herodotus^ 
sect.  15),  in  giving  an  abstract  of  *  the  History  of  Tobit,  says, 
*'  we  find  him  again  at  Nineveh  (Tohit  xi.  16),  from  whence  he 
dispatches  his  son  Tobias  to  Rages,  by  way  of  Ecbatana,  for  the 
money.  At  the  latter  place  he  marries  his  kmswoman,  Sara,  and 
sends  a  messenger  on  to  Rages.  The  mode  of  keeping  and 
delivering  the  money,  was  exactly  as  at  present  in  *the  East. 
Gabael,  who  kept  the  money  in  trust,  ''  brought  forth  bags, 
which  were  sealed  up,  and  gave  them  to  him,"  (Tobit  ix.  5)  and 
received  in  return  the  handwriting  or  acknowledgment  which 
Tobias  had  taken  care  to  require  of  his  father  before  he  lefl 
Nineveh.  The  money  we  learn  (Tohit  L  14)  was  left  in  trtut^ 
or  as  a  deposit^  and  not  on  umry^  and,  as  it  may  be  concluded, 
with  Tobit^s  seal  on  the  bags.  In  the  East,  in  the  present  times, 
a  bag  of  money  passes  (for  some  time  at  least)  currently  from 
hand  to  hand,  under  the  authority  of  a  banker^s  seal,  without  any 
examination  of  its  contents.*' 

BALAAM  AND  BALAK. 

Numbers  xxii.  6.  Come  now  therefore^  I  pray  thee,  and 
curse  me  this  people."]  An  opinion  prevailed,  botn  in  those  days 
and  in  after  ages,  that  some  men  nad  a  power,  by  the  help  of 
their  gods,  to  devote,  not  only  particular  persons,  but  whole 
armies  to  destruction.  This  they  are  said  to  have  done,  some- 
times by  words  of  imprecation,  of  which  there  was  a  set  form 
among  some  people,  which  JEschines  calls  Scopc^o/xevfjv  apav,  the 
determinate  curse.  Sometimes  they  also  offered  sacrifices,  and 
used  certain  rites  and  ceremonies,  with  soletnn  charms.  A 
famous  instance  of  this  we  find  in  the  life  of  Crassus;  where 
Plutarch  tells  us,  that  Atticus,  tribune  of  the  people,  made  a  fire 
at  the  gate,  out  of  which  Crassus  was  to  march  to  the  war  against 
the  Parthians;  into  which  he  threw  certain  things  to  make  a 
fume,  and  offered  sacrifices  to  the  most  angry  gods,  with  horrid 
imprecations  upon  him  :  these,  he  says,  according  to  ancient  tra« 
dition,  had  such  a  power,  that  no  man,  who  was  loaded  with 
them,  could  avoid  being  undone. 

Numbers  xxii.  31.  Then  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of 
Balaam,  and  he  saw  the  angel  of  the  Lord  standing  in  the  way,"] 
There  are  several  instances  to  be  found,  both  in  the  scriptures 
and  in  profane  authors,  where  the  eyes  have  been  opened  by  a 
divine  power,  to  perceive  that  which  they  could  not  see  by  mere 
natural  discernment.  Thus  the  eyes  of  Hagar  were  opened,  that 
she  might  see  the  fountain.  Gen.  xxi.  19.  Homer  also  presents 
us  with  an  example  of  this  kind.    Minerva  says  to  Diomed, 
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Yet  more,  from  mortal  mists  I  purge  thy  eyes. 

And  set  to  view  tiie  warring  deities.         iL  v.  16.    Pope, 

And  in  Virgil^  Venus  performs  the  same  office  to  iSneas^  and 
shows  him  the  gods  who  were  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  Troy. 

Aspice ';  namque  omnem,  qus  nunc  obdacta  tuenti 

Mortales  liebetat  yisus  tibi,  et  humida  circum,  &c.     Mn,  ii.  604. 

Now  cast  your  eves  aroand  :  while  I  dissolve 

The  mists  and  fiuns  that  mortal  eyes  involve. 

Purge  from  your  sight  the  dross,  and  make  yoa  see 

The  shape  of  each  avenging  deity.  Dryden. 

Milton  seems  likewise  to  have  imitated  this^  when  he  makes 
Michael  open  Adam's  eyes,  to  see  the  future  revolutions  of  the 
worlds  and  the  fortunes  of  his  posterity. 

then  purg'd  with  eaphrasy  and  rue 

The  visual  nerve,  for  he  had  much  to  see. 
And  from  the  well  of  life  three  drops  instill'd. 

Paradise  Lost,  b.  xi-  414. 

Numbers  xxiii.  23.  What  hath  God  wrought .']  When  the 
Baron  du  Tott  was  endeavouring  to  make  the  Turks  better  gun* 
ners,  for  want  of  which  they  suffered  such  great  losses  in  the  war 
with  the  Russians,  which  terminated  in  17749  he  was  forced  by 
them,  very  contrary  to  his  wish,  to  fire  a  cannon  at  a  certain 
mark.  Upon  redoubled  solicitations  he  was  prevailed  on  to  point 
the  piece,  and  was  not  less  surprised  than  tnose  around  him,  to 
see  the  bullet  hit  the  piquet  in  the  centre  of  the  butt.  The  cry 
Machalla!  resounded  on  all  sides.  (Mem.  vol.  ii.  part  3, 
p.  96.)  At  the  bottom  of  the  page  is  this  note :  Machalla !  what 
God  has  done !  an  expression  of  the  greatest  admiration.  There 
is  a  singular  coincidence  between  this  and  the  exclamation  of 
Balaam.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  46@. 

Numbers  xxiv.  21.  Thou  puttest  thy  nest  in  a  rock."]  When 
Balaam  delivered  before  Balak  his  predictions,  respecting  the 
fate  that  awaited  the  nations  which  he  then  particularized,  he 
says  of  the  Kenites,  Strong  is  thy  dtvelKng,  and  thou  puttest  thy 
nest  in  a  rock.  Alluding  herein  to  that  princely  bird  the  eagle, 
which  not  only  delights  in  soaring  to  the  loftiest  heights,  but 
chooses  the  highest  rocks,  and  most  elevated  mountains,  as  the 
most  desirable  situations  for  erecting  her  nests.  The  metaphor 
signifies  security.  See  Hab.  ii.  9.  Obad.  iv.  Gillinowater 
MS. 

BANNERS  SET  UP  IN  A  TIME  OF  WAR. 

Psalm  xx.  5.  In  the  name  of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our 
banners.^  The  banners  formerly  so  much  used  were  a  part  of 
military  equipage,  borne  in  times  of  war  to  assemble,  direct,  dis- 
tinguish, and  encourage  the  troops.     They  might  possibly  be 
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used  for  other  purposes  also.  Occasions  of  joy,  splendid  pro- 
cessions, and  especially  a  royal  habitation,  mignt  severally  be  dis- 
tinguished in  this  way.  The  words  of  the  Psalmist  may,  perhaps, 
be  wholly  figurative :  but  if  they  should  be  literally  understood, 
the  allusion  of  erecting  a  banner  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
acknowledging  his  glory,  and  imploring  his  favour,  might  be  jus- 
tified from  an  existing  practice.  Certain  it  is,  that  we  find  this 
custom  prevalent  on  this  very  principle  in  other  places,  into  which 
it  might  originally  have  been  introduced  from  Judea.  Thus  Mr. 
Turner  (Embassy  to  Tibet,  p.  31)  says,  "  I  was  told  that  it 
was  a  custom  with  the  soobah  to  ascend  the  hill  every  month, 
when  he  sets  up  a  white  flag,  and  performs  some  religious  cere- 
monies, to  conciliate  the  favour  of  a  dewta,  or  invisible  being,  the 
genius  of  the  plac^,  who  is  said  to  hover  about  the  summit,  dis- 
pensing, at  his  will,  good  and  evil  to  every  thing  around  him." 

BAPTISM  ORIGINALLY  PRACTISED  BY  IMMERSION. 

1  Corinthians  xv.  29.  Baptized  for  the  dead.]  Many  in- 
terpretations have  been  given  of  this  difficult  passage,  of  which 
a  few  only  will  here  be  adverted  to.  Chrysostom  says,  that 
among  the  Marcionites,  when  any  one  of  their  catechumens  die, 
they  lay  a  living  person  under  ihe  bed  of  the  deceased,  and  then 
advancing  toward  the  dead  body,  ask,  whether  he  be  willing  to 
receive  baptism.  The  person  under  the  bed  answers  for  him, 
that  he  desires  earnestly  to  be  baptized,  and  accordingly  he  is  so, 
instead  of  the  dead  person.  Epiphanius  asserts,  that  the  Mar- 
cionites received  baptism  not  only  once,  but  as  often  as  they 
thought  proper ;  that  they  procured  themselves  to  be  baptized  in 
the  name  of  such  as  died  without  baptism,  and  that  St.  Paul  had 
these  heretics  in  view.  But  this  opinion  Doddridge  entirely  dis- 
cards, observing,  that  it  is  more  likely  to  have  arisen  from  a  mis- 
take of  the  passage,  than  that  the  custom,  spoken  of  should  have 
been  so  early  prevalent.  He  translates  the  passage,  who  are  bap* 
tized  in  the  room  of  the  dead,  and  adopts  the  opinion  of  Sir 
Richard  Ellys  (see  Fortuita  Sacra,  p.  137),  which  is  thus 
expressed  in  the  paraphrase :  Such  are  our  views  and  hopes  as 
christians ;  eke,  if  it  were  not  so,  what  should  they  do,  who  are 
baptized  in  token  of  their  embracing  the  christian  faith,  in  the 
room  of  the  dead^  who  are  just  fallen  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  but 
are  yet  supported  by  a  succession  of  new  converts,  who  im- 
mediately ofi^r  themselves  to  fill  up  their  places,  as  ranks  of 
soldiers  that  advance  to  the  combat  in  the  room  of  their  com- 
panions, who  have  just  been  slain  in  their  sight?  In  this  inter- 
pretation other  commentators  of  great  eminence  have  likewise 
concurred. 

BARBAROUS  CUSTOM  OF  CUTTINO  ON£*8-SELF. 

1  Kings  xviii.  28.  Cut  themselves.]  If  we  look  into  an- 
tiquity, we  shall  find  that  nothing  was  more  common  in  the 
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religious  rites  of  several  nations,  than  this,  barbarous  custom.  To 
this  purpose  we  may  observe,  that  (as  Plutarch  de  Superstiiione 
tells  us)  the  priests  of  BeUona,  when  they  sacrificed  to  that 
goddess^  besmeared  the  victim  with  their  own  blood.  The  Per- 
9ian  magi  (HerodotuSy  lib.  vii«  c.  191)  used  to  appease  tempests, 
and  allay  the  winds,  by  making  incisions  in  their  flesh.  They 
who  carried  about  the  Syrian  goddess  CApuleius,  lib.  viii.),  cut 
and  slashed  themselves  with  knives^  till  the  blood  gushed  out. 
This  practice  remains  in  many  places  at  the  present  time,  and  fre- 
quent instances  of  it  may  be  met  with  in  modern  voyages  and 
travels. 

BARBARY  WHEAT. 

Genesis  sdi.  5,  47.  And  behold  seven  ears  of  com  came  up 
upon  one  staik,  — And  in  the  seven  plenteous  years  the  earth 
brought  forth  hy  handfuls.']  In  Barbary,  one  stalk  of  wheat,  or 
barley,  will  sometimes  bear  two  ears :  whilst  each  of  these  ears 
will  as  often  shoot  out  into  a  number  of  less  ones:  thereby 
affording  a  most  plentiful  increase.  May  not  these  large  prolific 
ears,  when  seven  are  said  to  come  up  upon  one  stalk,  explain 
what  is  further  mentioned  of  the  seven  fruitful  years  in  Egypt, 
that  is,  that  the  earth  brought  forth  by  handfuls  ? 

This  latter  passage  may,  indeed,  mean,  that  the  earth  brought 
forth  handfuls  of  stalks  from  single  grains,  and  not  handfuls  of 
ears  from  single  stalks,  agreeably  to  the  following  passage  from 
Dr.  Shaw,  **  In  Barbary  it  is  common  to  see  one  grain  produce 
ten  or  fideen  stalks.  Even  some  grains  of  the  murwaany  wheat, 
which  I  brought  with  me  to  Oxford,  and  sowed  in  the  physic 
garden,  threw  out  each  of  them  fifty.  But  Muzeratty,  one  of  the 
late  kaleefas,  or  viceroys,  of  the  province  of  Tlemsan,  brought 
once  with  him  to  Algiers  a  root  that  yielded  fourscore :  telling 
us,  that  the  prince  of  the  western  pilgrims  sent  once  to  the 
bashaw  of  Cairo,  one  that  yielded  six  score.  Pliny  mentions 
some  that  bore  three  or  four  hundred." 

BARREL  AMONO  THE  ISRAELITES  EXPLAINED. 

1  Kings  xvii.  12.  BarreLI  As  corn  is  subject  to  be  eaten 
by  worms,  the  Easterns  keep  what  they,  are  spending  in  long 
vessels  of  clay.  (Sandys's  TVat?.  p.  117.)  So  it  appears  the  woman 
of  Zarephath  did.  The  word  translated  barrel  properly  signifies 
a^'ar;and  is  the  same  with  that  used  for  the  vessels  in  which 
Gideon's  soldiers  concealed  their  torches,  and  which  they  brake 
when  they  blew  with  their  trumpets.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  277. 

BEASTS  appointed  FOR  JEWISH  SACRIFICES. 

Numbers  vii.  17.  And  for  a  sacrifice  of  peuce-offerings^  two 
oxen^five  rams^Jive  he-goats^  five  lambs  of  the  first  year."]  Mr. 
Selden  observes  {de  Synedriis,  lib.  iii.  cap.  14.  num.  3.)  that  the 
Greeks  dedicated  their  altars,  temples,  and  statues  with  sump- 
tuous   sacrifices;    and    that  the  Romans  did  the  same,   with 
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feasting,  plays,  and  public  largesses.  This  custom  he  supposes 
to  have  been  derived  from  the  Jews,  who  provided  the  numerous 
sacrifices  mentioned  in  this  verse,  because  the  priests,  the  princes, 
and  as  many  of  the  people  as  were  invited,  had  a  share  of  them, 
and  feasted  before  the  Lord  with  great  rejoicing. 

Numbers  vii.  87.  All  the  oxen  for  the  burnt-offerinq  were 
twelve  bullocks.']  Whether  there  were  any  prayers  ofiered  for  a 
gracious  acceptance  of  the  sacrifices  which  should  be  hereafter 
made  upon  this  altar,  we  are  not  told,  but  the  sacrifices  them- 
selves were  in  the  nature  of  supplications;  and  it  is  likely  they 
that  ofiered  them  made  their  humble  petitions  with  them.  And 
so  the  Gentiles  always  did  at  the  dedication  of  their  temples  or 
altars :  an  instance  of  which  is  observed  from  Gruter  by  Fort. 
Scacchus,  and  by  Selden  in  these  words.  Hanc  tibi  aram^ 
Jupiter  opt.  max.  dico  dedicoque,  uti  su  volens  propitius  mihi 
collegisque  meisj  ^c.  which  is  a  dedication  of  an  altar  to  Jupiter, 
with  a  prayer  that  he  would  be  gracious  to  him  that  dedicated  it, 
and  to  his  friends  and  neighbours.  The  like  dedication  there  is 
of  a  temple  to  Priapus  near  Padua,  with  this  prayer,  that  he 
would  constantly  guard  their  fields,  &c.     Patrick,  in  he. 

BEDS  OF  SPICES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Solomon's  Song  v.  13.  His  cheeks  are  as  a  bed  of  spices.] 
The  ancients  by  way  of  indulgence  used  to  repose  themselves  on 
large  heaps  of  fragrant  herbs,  leaves,  and  flowers.  Among  others, 
we  may  take  an  instance  from  Ariacreon,  in  Ode  iv.  b*  1.  of 
himself,  he  says, 

Reclin'd  at  ease  on  this  soft  bed, 

With  fragrant  leaves  of  myrtle  spread 

And  flow'ry  lote,  I'll  now  resign 

My  cares,  and  quaff  the  rosy  wine.  Fawkbs. 

BEDS  PLACED  IN  GALLERIES  IN  THE  EAST. 

2  Kings  i.  4.  Down  from  that  bed.]  This  expression  may 
be  illustrated  by  what  Shaw  says  of  the  Moorish  houses  in 
Barbary  {Travels^  p.  209),  where,  after  having  observed  that 
their  chambers  are  spacious,  of  the  same  length  with  the  square 
court  on  the  sides  of  which  they  are  built,  he  adds,  *^  at  one  end 
of  each  chamber  there  is  a  little  gallery  raised  three,  four,  or  five 
feet  above  the  floor^  with  a  balustrade  in  the  front  of  it,  with  a 
few  steps  likewise  leadina  up  to  it.  Here  they  place  their  beds ; 
a  situation  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  holy  scriptures,  which 
may  likewise  illustrate  the  circumstance  of  Hezekiah's  turning 
his  facCy  when  he  prayed^  towards  the  wall,  (i.  e.  from  his  atten- 
dants) 2  Kings  xx.  2,  that  the  fervency  of  his  devotion  might  be 
the  less  taken  notice  of  and  observed.  The  like  is  related  of 
Ahab,  1  Kings  xxi.  4,  though  probably  he  did  thus,  not  upon  a 
religious  account,  but  in  order  to  conceal  from  his  attendants  the 
anguish  he  was  in  for  his  late  disappointment. 
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2  KiNos  xi.  ^  Bed  chamber]  A  bed  chamber  does  not, 
according  to  the  usage  of  the  East,  mean  a  lodging  room,  but  a 
repository  for  beds.  Chardin  says,  **  In  the  East,  beds  are  not 
raised  from  the  ground  with  posts,  a  canopy,  and  curtains ;  people 
lie  on  the  ground.  In  the  evening  they  spread  out  a  mattrass  or 
two  of  cotton,  very  light,  of  which  they  have  several  in  great 
houses,  against  they  should  have  occasion,  and  a  room  on  pur- 
pose for  them."  From  hence  it  appears  that  it  was  in  a  chamber 
of  beds  that  Joash  was  concealed.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  489. 

BEOINNING  OF  JOURNEYS  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

2  Kings  iv.  23.  It  is  neither  new  moon  nor  sabbath."]  Peter 
DeUa  Fa/^  assures  us  {Travels  into  Arabia  Deserta^  p.  258),  that 
■it  is  now  customary  in  that  country  to  begin  their  journeys  at  the 
new  moon.  When  the  Shunamite  proposed  going  to  Elisha,  her 
husband  dissuaded  her  by  oberving  that  it  was  neither  new  moon 
nor  sabbath.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  514. 

BELLS  IN  ancient  TIMES. 

Exodus  xxviii.  33.  Bells.]  '^  The  bell  seems  to  have  been  a 
sacred  utensil  of  very  ancient  use  in  Asia.  Golden  bells  formed 
a  part  of  the  ornaments  of  the  pontifical  robe  of  the  Jewish  high 
priest,  with  which  he  invested  himself  upon  those  grand  and 
peculiar  festivals,  when  he  entered  into  the  sanctuary.  That  robe 
was  very  magnificent,  it  was  ordained  to  be  of  sky-blue,  and  the 
border  of  it,  at  the  bottom,  was  adorned  with  pomegranates  and 
gold  bells  intermixed  equally,  and  at  equal  distances.  The  use 
and  intent  of  these  bells  is  evident  from  these  words:  And  it 
shall  be  upon  Aaron  to  minister,  and  his  sound  shall  be  heard 
when  he  goeth  in  unto  the  holy  place  before  the  Lord,  and  when 
he  Cometh  out^  that  he  die  not.  The  sound  of  the  numerous  bells 
that  covered  the  hem  of  his  garment,  gave  notice  to  the  assembled 
people  that  the  most  awful  ceremony  of  their  religion  had  com- 
menced. When,  arrayed  in  this  garb,  he  bore  into  the  sanctuary 
the  vessel  of  incense,  it  was  the  signal  to  prostrate  themselves 
before  the  Deity,  and  to  commence  those  fervent  ejaculations 
which  were  to  ascend  with  the  column  of  that  incense  to  the 
throne  of  heaven."  **  One  indispensable  ceremony  in  the  Indian 
Pooja  is  the  ringing  of  a  small  bell  by  the  officiating  brahmin. 
The  women  of  the  idol,  or  dancing  girls  of  the  pagoda,  have 
little  golden  bells  fastened  to  their  feet,  the  soft  harmonious 
tinkling  of  which,  vibrates  in  unison  with  the  exquisite  melody  of 
their  voices."  (Maurice's  Indian  Antiquities^  vol.  v.  p.  137.) 
**  The  ancient  kings  of  Persia,  who,  in  fact,  united  in  their  own 
persons  the  regal  and  sacerdotal  office,  were  accustomed  to  have 
the  fringes  of  their  robes  adorned  with  pomegranates  and  golden 
bells.  The  Arabian  courtesans,  like  the  Indian  women,  have 
little  golden  bells  fastened  round  their  legs,  neck,  and  elbows,  to 
the  sound  of  which  they  dance  before  the  king.     The  Arabian 
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princesses  wear  golden  rings  on  their  fingers,  to  which  little  bells 
are  suspended,  as  well  as  in  the  flowing  tresses  of  their  hair,  that 
their  superior  rank  may  be  known,  and  they  themselves,  in  pass- 
ing, receive  the  homage  due  to  their  exalted  station.'*  Calmet's 
Dictionary,  article  Bell. 

belshazzar's  doom. 
Daniel  v.  27.  Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances,^  From 
the  following  extract  it  will  appear,  that  there  is  an  allusion  in 
these  words,  which  will  justify  a  literal  interpretation  of  them. 
"  The  first  of  September  (which  was  the  late  mogul's  birth-day), 
he,  retaining  an  ancient  yearly  custom,  was  in  the  presence  of  his 
chief  grandees,  weighed  in  a  balance :  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed within  his  house,  or  tent,  in  a  fair  spacious  room,  where- 
into  none  were  admitted  but  by  special  leave.  The  scales  in 
which  he  was  thus  weighed  were  plated  with  gold ;  and  so  was 
the  beam,  on  which  they  hung  by  great  chains,  made  likewise  of 
that  most  precious  metal.  The  king  sitting  in  one  of  them,  was 
weighed  first  against  silver  coin,  which  immediately  afterwards 
was  distributed  among  the  poor;  then  was  he  weighed  against 
gold ;  after  that  against  Jewels  (as  they  say),  but,  I  observed 
(being  there  present  with  my  lord  ambassador),  that  he  was 
weighed  against  three  several  things,  laid  in  silken  bags  on  the 
contrary  scale.  When  T  saw  him  in  the.  balance,  I  thought  on 
Belshazzar,  who  was  found  too  light.  (Dan,  v.  27.)  By  his 
weight  (of  which  his  physicians  yearly  keep  an  exact  account), 
they  presume  to  guess  of  the  present  estate  of  his  body,  of  which 
they  speak  flatteringly,  however  they  think  it  to  be."  Sir 
Thomas  Roe's  Voyage  to  India. 

belshazzar's  feast. 

Daniel  v.  2.  Belshazzar,  while  he  tasted  the  wine,  com- 
manded to  bring  the  golden  and  silver  vessels,  which  his  father 
Nebuchadnezzar  had  taken  out  of  the  temple  which  was  in 
Jerusalem,']  Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  i.  p.  385)  conjectures  that  a 
false  devotion,  excited  by  wine,  might  be  the  cause  of  Bel- 
shazzar's conduct ;  and,  as  an  illustration  of  this  remark,  informs 
us,  from  Sir  /.  Chardin,  that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  greatest  part 
of  the  eastern  Christians^  and  above  all  of  the  Iberians  and  the 
people  of  Cholcis,  when  they  are  drunk,  to  lift  up  their  eyes  to 
heaven,  beat  themselves  on  the  breast,  to  sigh  and  sob ;  remorse 
for  their  sins  awaking,  and  their  fear  of  future  punishment 
operating  afresh. 

PENEDIction  among  the  patriarchs. 

Genesis  xliii.  29.  God  be  gracious  to  thee,  my  son.]  "  This 
would  have  been  called  through  all  Europe,  and  in  the  living  lan- 
guages of  this  part  of  the  world,  the  giving  a  person  one's  bene- 
diction ;  but  it  is  a  simple  salutation  in  Asia,  and  it  is  there  used 
instead  of  those  offers  and  assurances  of  service  which  it  is  the 
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custom  to  make  use  of  in  the  West,  in  first  addressing  or  taking 
leave  of  an  acquaintance.*'     (Chardin.)     This  account  explains 
the  ground  of  the  scripture's  so  often  calling  the  salutations  and 
farewells  of  the  East  by  the  term  blessing.    Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  40. 
Genesis  xlix.  1.     And  Jacob  called  unto  his  sons,  and  said, 
Gather  yourselves  together,  that  I  may  tell  you  that  which  shall 
befall  you  in  the  last  daysJ]     ^'  It  is  an  opinion  of  great  an- 
tiquity, that  the  nearer  men  approach  to  their  dissolution,  their 
souls  grow  more  divine,  and  discern  more  of  futurity.     We  find 
this  opinion  as  early  as  Homer  (II.  xvi.  852.  et  xxii.  358),  for 
he  represents  the  dying  Patroclus  foretelling  the  fate  of  Hector, 
and  the  dying  Hector  denouncing  no  less  certainly  the  death  of 
Achilles.     Socrates,  in  his  apology  to   tha  Athenians  a  little 
before  his  death,  asserts  the  same  opinion.     '  But  now,'  saith  he, 
'  I  am  desirous  to  prophesy  to  you,  who  have  condemned  me, 
what  will  happen  hereafter.     For  now  I  am  arrived  at  that  state, 
in  which   men  prophesy  most,  when  they  are  about  to  die.' 
(Platonis  Apolog.  Socr.  Op.  vol.  i.  p.  39.  edit.  Serrani.)     His 
scholar  Xenophon  (Cyrop.  lib.  viii.  prope  finem,  p.  140)  intro- 
duces the  dying  Cyrus  declaring  in  like  manner  *  that  the  soul  of 
man  at  the  hour  of  death  appears  most  divine,  and  then  foresees 
something  of  future  events.'    Diodorus  Siculus  (in  initio,   lib. 
xviii.    tom.   2)    allegeth    great    authorities    upon   the    subject. 
*  Pythagoras,  the  Samian,  and  some  others  of  the  ancient  natural- 
ists, have  demonstrated  that  the  souls  of  men  are  immortal,  and, 
in  consequence  of  this  opinion,   that  they  also  foreknow  future 
events  at  the  time  that  they  are  making  their  separation  from  the 
body  in  death.'     Sextus  Empiricus  (adv.  Mathem.  p.  312)  con- 
firms it  likewise  by  the  authority  of  Aristotle :  *  The  soul,'  saith 
Aristotle,  *  foresees  and  foretels  future  events,  when  it  is  going 
to  be  separated  from  the  body  by  death.'    We  might  produce 
more  testimonies  to  this  purpose  from  Cicero,   and  Eustathius 
upon  Homer,  and  from  other  authors,  if  there  were  occasion : 
but  these  are  sufficient  to  show  the  great  antiquity  of  this  opinion. 
And  it  is  possible  that  old  experience  may  in  some  cases  attain 
to  something  like  prophecy  and  divination.    In  some   instances 
also  God  may  have  been  pleased  to  comfort  and  enlighten  depart- 
ing souls  with  a  prescience  of  future  events.    But  what  I  conceive 
might  principally  give  rise  to  this  opinion,  was  the  tradition  of 
some  of  the  patriarchs   being  divinely  inspired   in   their    last 
moments,  to  foretel  the  state  and  condition  of  the  people  de- 
scended from  them :  as  Jacob  upon  his  death-bed  summoned  his 
sons  together,  that  he  might  inform  them  of  what  should  befall 
them  in  the  latter  days."     Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  vol.  i. 
p.  85,  2d  edit. 

BENEDICTION  OF  THE  JEWISH  HIGH  PRIEST. 

Numbers  vi.  24.     The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee.]     The 
high-priest  was  accustomed  annually  to  bless  the  people  when 
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assembled  together.  **  During  this  ceremony^  he  not  only  three 
times  pronounced  the  eternal  benediction,  and  each  different  time 
in  a  different  accent,  but,  in  the  elevation  of  his  hands,  extended 
the  three  middle  fingers  of  his  right  hand  in  so  conspicuous  a 
manner,  as  to  exhibit  a  manifest  embleo)  of  the  three  Hypostases; 
to  whom  the  triple  benediction,  and  repetition  of  the  word 
Jehovah  in  a  varied  tone  of  voice,  evidently  pointed.  I  am 
credibly  informed,  that  at  this  day,  on  certain  high  festivals  and 
solemnities,  this  form  of  blessing  the  people  is  still  adhered  to  by 
the  Jewish  priests,  but  is  attempted  to  be  explained  by  them,  as 
if  allusive  to  the  three  patriarchs,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob;  an 
explanation,  of  which  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  it  savour  more 
of  impiety  or  absurdity.''  Mo>urice*»  Ind.  AnU  vol.  iv,  p.  W9* 
Captain  Innys,  of  Madras,  has  asserted,  that  the  Mohammedan 

1>riests  also,  at  present,  use  the  same  form ;  this  is  a  strong  col- 
ateral  circumstance;  for,  since  it  is  notorious  that  Mohammed 
was  indebted  for  a  considerable  part  of  his  theological  knowledge 
to  the  secret  instructions  of  a  Jew,  he  probably  learned  from  that 
Jew  the  symbol ;  and  it  was  frequently  practised  in  the  Arabian 
mosques,  so  early  as  the  seventh  century. 

9ETH-HACGEREM  EXPI^AINED. 

Jeremiah  vi.  J.  Set  up  a  sign  of  fire  in  Beth-haooeremA 
In  this  place  there  might  possibly  be  a  very  high  tower.  Kimchi 
observes,  that  the  word  signifies  a  high  tower,  for  the  keepers  of 
the  vines  to  watch  in.  If  it  were  so,  it  was  a  very  proper  place 
to  set  up  the  sign  of  fire  ip,  to  give  notice  to  all  the  surrounding 
country.  It  was  usual  with  the  Persians,  Grecians,  and  Homans, 
to  signify  iq  the  night  by  signs  of  fire,  and  by  burning  tor^^has, 
either  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  or  succour  from  friends.  The 
former  was  done  by  shaking  and  moving  their  torches ;  the  latter 
by  holding  them  still.     (Lyd,  de  Re  Military  1^  i.  c,  3.  p.  185.) 

BINDII^G  FOR  SACRIFICE, 

Genesis  xxii.  9.  4-nd  bound  Isaac  his  son.^  Both  his  hands 
and  his  feet,  as  it  is  explained  in  Pirke  Elieser,  cap.  3L  When 
the  Gentiles  offered  human  sacrifices,  they  tied  both  their  hands 
behind  their  backs.  Ovid,  1.  3.  De  Pont,  Eleg.  ii,  Patrick, 
in  loc* 

Psalm  cxviii.  27.  Bind  the  sacrifice  with  cords  even  unto  the 
horns  of  the  altar, "]  Luther  would  render  this  passage,  adorn 
the  feast  with  leaves  :  and  others,  bind  on  the  feast-day  branches^ 
as  was  usual  on  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  Levit.  xxiii,  40.  The 
heathens  used  to  strew  their  altars  with  green  herbs  and  flowers, 
particularly  vervain. 

Ramis  tegerem  ut  frondentibas  aras. 

Virg,  Mn,  iii.  25, 

See  also  Ovid  de.  Trist.  1.  iii.  El.  13. 
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BIRTH-RIGHT  AMONG  THE  PATRIARCHS. 

Genesis  xlviii.  20.  And  he  set  Ephraim  before  MatMsseh.'] 
The  preference  given  in  this  instance  to  the  younger  brother,  has 
in  many  cases  been  paralleled.  Some  nations  have  even  gone  so 
far  as  to  form  institutions  upon  this  very  principle.  For  the 
younger  son  to  succeed  his  father  in  preference  to  his  elder 
brothers,  was  a  custom  long  prevalent  in  Tartary,  and  among  the 
northern  nations:  and  it  is  to  be  found  in  our  old  Saxon 
tenures,  under  the  description  of  BoroughrEngluh.  Sir  William 
Blackstone,  after  mentioning  the  opinions  of  Littleton  and  other 
eminent  lawyers,  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  this  strange  custom, 
conjectures,  with  great  judgment,  that  it  might  be  deduced  from 
the  Tartars.  Amongst  those  people,  the  elder  sons,  as  they  grew 
to  man's  estate,  migrated  from  their  father  with  a  certain  portion 
of  cattle ;  and  the  youngest  son  only  remaining  at  home,  became, 
in  consequence,  the  heir  to  his  father's  house  and  all  his  remain- 
ing possessions.  Richardson's  DisterL  on  Eastern  Nations^ 
p.  ife. 

BITTER  WORDS  COMPARED  TO  BOWS  AND  ARROWS. 

Psalm  Ixiv*  3.  And  bend  their  bows  to  shoot  their  arrows^ 
even  bitter  words^  This  appears  to  be  an  allusion  to  the  prac- 
tice of  fixing  letters  in  arrows,  and  shooting  or  directing  them 
where  it  was  desired  they  should  fall  and  be  taken  up.  Timoxenus 
and  Artabazus  sent  letters  to  one  another  in  this  way,  at  the  siege 
of  Potidaea.  Thus  the  Jews  say  Shebna  and  Joab  sent  letters  to 
Sennacherib,  acquainting  him  that  all  Israel  were  willing  to  make 
peace  with  him,  but  Hezekiah  would  not  suffer  them.  Gill, 
in  he* 

BLASPHEMY  PUNISHED  AMONG  THE  JEW3* 

Leviticus  xxiv.  11.  And  the  Israelitish  woman's  son  bias- 
phemed  the  name,  and  cursed^  The  words,  of  the  Lord,  which 
immediately  follow,  blasphemed  the  name,  being  put  in  italics  in 
our  translation,  show  that  they  form  no  part  of  the  original  text. 
Among  the  Palmyrenians  it  is  a  custom  to  inscribe  on  their  mar- 
bles, "  To  the  blessed  name  be  fear  for  ever.'*  "  To  the  blessed 
name  for  ever  good  and  merciful,  be  fear."  This  is  exactly 
similar  to  the  above  cited  passage,  respecting  the  blasphemy  of 
the  Israelitish  woman's  son.     Fragments,  No.  490. 

BLESSINGS  promised  TO  THE  OBEDIENT  JEWS. 

Deuteronomy  xxviii.  5.  Blessed  shall  be  thy  basket  and  thy 
stored]  Hasselquist  informs  us,  that  baskets,  made  of  the  leaves 
of  the  palm-tree^  are  used  by  the  people  of  the  East  on  journeys, 
and  in  their  houses,  (p.  261.)  Mr.  Harmer  (vol*  i.  p.  418, 
;iote)  conjectures,  that  such  baskets  are  referred  to  in  these 
words,  and  that  the  stores  signifies  their  leathern  bags,  in  both 
which  they  used  to  carry  thiings  in  travelling. 


/ 

/ 
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Deuteronomy  xxviii.  24.  The  Lord  shall  make  the  rain  of 
thy  land  powder  and  dustJ]  An  extract  from  Sir  T.  Aoe\  Em- 
bassy, p.  373,  will  greatly  illustrate  this.  '^  Sometimes  there  (in 
India)  the  wind  blows  very  high  in  hot  and  dry  seasons,  raising 
up  into  the  air,  a  very  great  height,  thick  clouds  of  dust  and  sand. 
These  dry  showers  most  grievously  annoy  all  those  among  whom 
they  fall;  enough  to  smite  them  all  with  a  present  blindness; 
filling  their  eyes,  ears,  nostrils,  and  mouths  too,  if  they  be  not 
well  guarded ;  searching  every  place,  as  well  within  as  without, 
so  that  there  is  not  a  little  key-hole  of  any  trunk  or  cabinet,  if  it 
be  not  covered,  but  receives  some  of  the  dust  into  it''  If  this 
was  the  judgment  threatened,  it  must  have  been  a  calamity  much 
to  be  deprecated. 

BLINDFOLCING  THE  SAVIOUR  ILLUSTRATED. 

Luke  xxii.  64.  Blindfolded  him.]  This  usage  of  Christ 
refers  to  that  sport  so  ordinary  among  children,  called  fivivSat  in 
which  it  is  the  manner  first  to  blindfold,  then  to  strike  (ver.  63), 
then  to  ask  who  gave  the  blow,  and  not  to  let  the  person  go  tilt 
he  named  the  right  man  who  had  struck  him.  It  was  used  on 
this  occasion  to  reproach  our  blessed  Lord,  and  expose  him  to 
ridicule.     Hammond,  in  he. 

BLOOD  -EATING  IN  ABYSSINIA. 

Genesis  ix.  4.  But  flesh  with  the  life  thereof,  which  is  the 
blood  thereof  shall  ye  not  eat.]  Mr.  Bruce  has  given  a  very 
extraordinary  account  of  the  practice  of  eating  blood  in  Abyssinia. 
This  custom,  so  prevalent  in  several  places,  is  forbidden  in  the 
scriptures.  A  recital  of  the  narrative  will  probably  suggest  to 
the  reader  the  reasons  of  the  prohibition.  Mr.  Bruce  tells  us, 
that,  '^  not  long  afler  our  losing  sight  of  the  ruins  of  this  ancient 
capital  of  Abyssinia,  we  overtook  three  travellers,  driving  a  cow 
before  them:  they  had  black  goat  skins  upon  their  shoulders, 
and  lances  and  shields  in  their  hands ;  in  other  respects  they 
were  but  thinly  clothed ;  they  appeared  to  be  soldiers.  The  cow 
did  not  seem  to  be  fatted  for  killing,  and  it  occurred  to  us  all, 
that  it  had  been  stolen.  This,  however,  was  not  our  business, 
nor  was  such  an  occurrence  at  all  remarkable,  in  a  country  so 
long  engaged  in  war.  We  saw  that  our  attendants  attached  them- 
selves, in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  three  soldiers  that  were 
driving  the  cow,  and  held  a  short  conversation  with  them.  Soon 
after,  we  arrived  at  the  hithermost  bank  of  the  river,  where  I 
thought  we  were  to  pitch  our  tent :  the  drivers  suddenly  tript  up 
the  cow,  and  gave  the  poor  animal  a  very  rude  fall  upon  the 
ground,  which  was  but  the  beginning  of  her  sufferings.  One  of 
them  sat  across  her  neck,  holding  down  her  Head  by  the  horns, 
the  other  twisted  the  halter  about  her  fore  feet,  while  the  third, 
who  had  a  knife  in  his  hand,  to  my  very  great  surprise,  in  place 
of  taking  her  by  the  throat,  got  astride  upon  her  belly,  before  her 
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hind  legS)  and  gave  her  a  very  deep  wound  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  buttock.  From  the  time  I  had  seen  them  throw  the  beast 
upon  the  ground,  I  had  rejoiced,  thinking  that  when  three  people 
were  killing  a  cow,  they  must  have  agreed  to  sell  part  of  her  to 
us ;  and  I  was  much  disappointed  upon  hearing  the  Abyssinians 
say,  that  we  were  to  pass  the  river  to  the  other  side,  and  not 
encamp  where  I  intended.  Upon  my  proposing  they  should  bar- 
gain for  part  of  the  cow,  my  men  answered,  what  they  had 
already  learned  in  conversation,  that  they  were  not  then  to  kill 
her :  that  she  was  not  wholly  theirs,  and  they  could  not  sell  her* 
This  awakened  my  curiosity ;  I  let  my  people  go  forward,  and 
staid  myself,  till  I  saw,  with  the  utmost  astonishment,  two  pieces, 
thicker  and  longer  than  our  ordinary  beef  steaks,  cut  out  of  the 
higher  part  of  the  buttock  of  the  beast :  how  it  was  done  I  can- 
not positively  say,  because,  judging  the  cow  was  to  be  killed 
from  the  moment  I  saw  the  knife  drawn,  I  was  not  anxious  to 
view  that  catastrophe,  which  was  by  no  means  an  object  of 
curiosity :  whatever  way  it  was  done,  it  surely  was  adroitly,  and 
the  two  pieces  were  spread  upon  the  outside  of  one  of  their 
shields.  One  of  them  still  continued  holding  the  head,  while  the 
other  two  were  busy  in  curing  the  wound.  This,  too,  was  done 
Hot  in  an  ordinary  manner.  The  jskin,  which  had  covered  the 
flesh  that  was  taken  away,  was  left  entire,  and  flapped  over  the 
wound,  and  was  fastened  to  the  corresponding  part  by  two  or 
more  small  skewers  or  pins.  Whether  they  had  put  any  thing 
under  the  skin,  between  that  and  the  wounded  flesh,  I  know  not ; 
but,  at  the  river  side  where  they  were,  they  had  prepared  a  cata- 
plasm of  clay,  with  which  they  covered  the  wound ;  they  then 
forced  the  animal  to  rise,  and  drove  it  on  before  them,  to  furnish 
them  with  a  fuller  meal  when  they  should  meet  their  companions 
in  the  evening."  (Travels^  vol.  iii.  p.  142.)  "  We  have  an 
instance,  in  the  life  of  Saul,  that  shows  the  propensity  of  the 
Israelites  to  this  crime :  Saul's  army,  after  a  battle,  flew^  that  is, 
fell  voraciously  upon  the  cattle  they  had  taken,  and  threw  them 
upon  the  ground  to  cut  off  their  flesh,  and  eat  them  raw ;  so  that 
the  army  was  defiled  by  eating  blood,  or  living  animals.  1  Sam. 
xiv.  33.  To  prevent  this,  Saul  caused  to  be  rolled  to  him  a  great 
stone,  and  ordered  those  that  killed  their  oxen,  to  cut  their 
throats  upon  that  stone.  This  was  the  only  lawful  way  of  killing 
animals  for  food ;  the  tying  of  the  ox,  and  throwing  it  upon  the 
ground  was  not  permitted  as  equivalent*  The  Israelites  did  pro- 
bably, in  that  case,  as  the  Abyssinians  do  at  this  day ;  they  cut  a 
part  of  its  throat,  so  that  blood  might  be  seen  on  the  ground,  but 
nothing  mortal  to  the  animal  followed  from  that  wound :  but, 
after  laying  his  head  upon  a  large  stone,  and  cutting  his  throat, 
the  blood  fell  from  on  high,  or  was  poured  on  the  ground  like 
water,  and  sufficient  evidence  appeared  that  the  creature  was 
dead,  before  it  was  attempted  to  eat  it.     We  have  seen  that  the 
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Abyssinians  came  from  Palestine  a  reey  few  years  after  this,  and 
we  are  not  to  doubt,  that  they  then  carried  with  them  this,  with 
many  other  Jewish  customs,  which  th^  have  continued  to  this 
day/'  (Bruce's  Traneb,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^9.)  To  corroborate  the 
account  given  by  Mr.  Bruce,  in  these  extracts,  it  may  be  satis&c-^ 
tory  to  affix  what  Mr.  Antes  has  said  upon  the  subject,  in  his 
Observations  on  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Egyptians, 
p.  17.  "  When  Mr.  Bruce  returned  from  Abyssinia,  I  was  at 
Grand  Cairo.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  company  for  three 
months  ahnost  every  day,  and  having,  at  that  time,  myself  an  idea 
of  penetrating  into  Abyssinia,  I  was  very  inquisitive  about  that 
country,  on  hearing  many  things  from  him  which  seemed  almost 
incredible  to  me ;  I  used  to  ask  his  Greek  servant  Michael,  (a 
simple  fellow,  incapable  of  any  invention)  about  the  same  circum- 
stance, and  must  say,  that  he  commonly  agreed  with  his  master, 
as  to  the  chief  points.  The  description  Mr.  Bruce  makes  con- 
cerning the  bloody  banquet  of  live  oxen  among  the  natives,  he 
happened  never  to  mention  to  me,  else  I  could  have  made  the 
same  enquiir ;  but  I  heard  not  only  this  servant,  but  many  eye 
witnesses,  often  speak  of  the  Abyssinians  eating  raw  meat.** 

BLOODY  HUSBAND. 

ExoDus  iv.  25.  A  bloody  husband  aft  thou  to  meJ]  The 
learned  Joseph  Mede  {Diss.  xiv.  p.  52)  has  given  to  these  words 
of  Zipporah  the  following  singular  interpretation.  He  says  that  it 
was  a  custom  among  the  Jews  to  name  the  child  that  was  circum-^ 
cised  by  a  Hebrew  word,  signifying  a  husband.  He  builds  his 
opinion  upon  the  testimony  of  some  rabbins.  He  apprehends 
that  she  applied  to  the  child,  and  not  to  Moses,  as  most  interpre- 
ters think,  the  words  above  mentioned.  Chaton,  which  is  the 
term  in  the  original,  is  never  used  to  denote  the  relation  between 
husband  and  wife,  but  that  which  is  between  a  man  and  the  &ther 
or  mother  of  the  person  to  whom  he  is  married :  it  signifies:  a  son- 
in-law,  and  not  a  husband.  A  person  thus  related  is  a  son  initiated 
into  a  family  by  alliance.  It  is  in  this  view  of  initiated,  that  Zip-^ 
porah  says  to  her  son,  a  bloody  husband  art  thou  to  me ;  that  is 
to  say,  it  is  I  who  have  initiated  thee  into  the  church  by  the 
bloody  sacrament  of  circumcision.  He  endeavours  to  justify  his 
criticism  upon  the  word  Chaton  by  the  idea  which  the  Arabians 
affix  to  the  verb,  from  whence  this  noun  is  derived.  The  Chaldee 
Paraphrast  also  annexes  the  same  notion  to  the  words  of  Zipporah. 
Saurin  {Diss,  on  O.  T.  vol.  i.  p.  371)  does  not  seem  altogether 
satisfied  with  this  interpretation  of  the  passage :  whether  it  be  just 
or  not  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  learned  reader. 

BLOWING  THE  THUMPBTS  ON  THE  JEWISH  FESTIVALS. 

Eph.  V.  14.  Wherefore  he  saith,  awake  thou  that  sleepesty 
and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  Ught."]  On 
ihe  Jewish  feast  of  the  new  moon  they  sounded  the  trumpets  so 
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much,  that  it  was  called  a  memorial  of  blowing  trumpets*  Th^ 
scripture  no  where  assigns  the  reason  of  it ;  but  Maimonides  thinks 
it  was  instituted  to  awaken  the  people  to  repentance,  against  the 
annual  fast  or  great  day  of  expiation,  which  followed  nine  days 
after.  He  makes  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  on  this  day  to  be  in 
effect,  saying,  ''shake  off  your  drowsiness,  ye  that  sleep,  search 
end  try  your  ways,  remember  your  Creator  and  repent,  bethink 
yourselves,  and  take  care  of  your  souls."  Some  have  supposed 
that  the  apostle  refers  to  this  use  and  meaning  of  blowing  the 
trumpets  in  the  passage  now  cited.  Dr.  Jennings  {Jewish  Ant. 
vol.  ii.  p.  252)  diners  from  this  opinion,  and  prefers  the  conjee-^ 
ture  of  Ueumannus,  that  the  passage  is  taken  out  of  one  of  those 
hymiM  or  spiritual  songs,  which  were  in  common  use  in  the  chris- 
tian  church  in  those  times,  and  which  are  mentioned  in  a  subse- 
quent verse, 

BOND-MEN  AMONG  THE  HEBREWS. 

2  Kings  iv.  1.  The  creditor  is  come  to  take  unto  him  my  two 
sons  to  he  his  bondsmenJ]  This  was  a  case  in  which  the  Hebrews 
had  such  power  over  their  children,  that  they  might  sell  them  to 
pay  what  they  owed;  and  the  creditor  might  force  them  to  it. 
Huet  thinks  uiat  from  the  Jews  this  custom  was  propagated  to 
the  Athenians,  and  from  them  to  the  Romans. 

BOND-WOMEN  AMONG  THE  PATRIARCHS. 

Gen.  Todp  10.  Wherefore  she  said  unto  Abraham,  Cast  out  this 
bond-woman  and  her  son ;  for  the  son  of  this  bond-woman  shall  not 
be  heir  with  my  son^  The  following  extract  will  exhibit  to  the 
reader  a  striking  similarity  of  practice  with  that  to  which  the  above 
cited  passage  Eludes :  and  that  amongst  a  race  of  people  very 
remote  both  as  to  local  situation  and  time.  ^^  The  Alguoquins 
make  a  great  distinction  between  the  wife  to  whom  tiiey  give  the 
appellation  of  the  entrance  of  the  hut,  and  those  whom  they  term 
of  the  middle  of  the  hut;  these  last  are  the  servants  of  the  other, 
and  their  children  are  considered  as  bastards,  and  of  an  inferior 
rank  to  thos^  which  are  born  of  the  first  and  legitimate  wife. 
Among  the  Caribs,  also,  one  wife  possesses  rank  and  distinction 
above  the  rest"  Babie's  Travels  among  Savage  Nations,  in 
Universal  Magazine  for  Feb.  1802,  p.  84. 

BOOK  OF  THE  DIVINE  DECREES  DELIVERED  TO  CHRIST. 

Rev.  v.  8.  When  he  had  taken  the  book.']  Some  interpreters 
understand  the  delivering  of  this  book  into  the  hands  of  Christ,  as 
an  act  of  inauguration,  or  investiture,  into  his  regal  power  and 
authority,  and  that  many  of  the  expressions  here  used  are  taken 
from  the  ceremonies  of  solemn  investitures,  in  which  there  are 
several  instances  of  its  having  been  done  by  the  delivery  of  a 
booL 

Rev.  vi.]  St  John  evidentiy  supposes  paintings  or  drawings, 
in  that  volume  which  he  saw  in  the  visions  of  God;  the  first  figure 
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being  that  of  a  man  on  a  white  horse,  with  a  bow  in  his  hand,  &c. 
The  eastern  manuscripts  are  thus  ornamented.  Olearius  (p.  638), 
describing  the  library  belonging  to  the  famous  sepulchre  of  Schich 
Sefi,  says,  that  the  manuscripts  are  all  extremely  well  written, 
beautifully  bound,  and  those  of  history  illustrated  with  many  re- 
presentations in  miniature.  The  more  ancient  books  of  the  East 
are  found  to  be  beautified  in  this  manner ;  for  Pococke  speaks  in 
his  travels  of  two  manuscripts  of  the  Pentateuch,  one  in  the 
monastery  of  Patmos,  the  other  belonging  to  the  bishop  of  Smyrna, 
adorned  with  several  pamtings  well  executed  for  the  time,  one  of 
which  is  supposed  to  be  above  900  years  old.  Harmbr,  vol.  ii. 
p.  181. 

BOOKS  FOR  REGISTERING  NAMES  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Phil.  iy.  3.  The  book  of  life.]  This  expression  refers  to  the 
custom  of  those  cities  which  had  registers  containing  the  names  of 
all  the  citizens,  from  which  the  names  of  infamous  persons  were 
erased.  Agreeably  to  this  we  read  of  names  being  blotted  out  of 
God's  book  {Rev.  iii.  5).  Those  citizens  who  were  orderly  and 
obedient  were  continued  on  the  roll,  from  whence  they  could  easily 
obtain  their  title  to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  common  to 
all  the  members  of  the  city ;  and  to  be  excluded  from  these  was 
both  disgraceful  and  injurious. 

BORING  THE  EAR  WITH  AN  AWL. 

Exodus  xxi.  6.  And  his  master  shall  bore  his  ear  through 
with  an  awl,  and  he  shall  serve  him  for  ever,"]  This  Jewish  cus- 
tom was  borrowed  by  other  nations,  particularly  by  the  Arabians, 
as  appears  from  a  passage  of  Petronius  Arbiter  {Satyricon^  p.  364), 
where  he  introduces  one  Giton  expressing  himself  in  these  terms : 
Circumcide  nos^  ut  Jud^si  videamur ;  et  pertunde  auresy  ut 
imitemur  Arabes,  Juvenal  puts  the  following  expressions  in  the 
mouth  of  Libertinus, 

Quamvis 

Natus  ad  Euphratem,  mollea  quod  in  aore  fenestrae 
Argueiint,  licet  ipse  negem.  Sat.  i.  103. 

BORN  AGAIN,  AN  EASTERN  SIMILE. 

John  iii.  3.  Except  a  man  be  bom  again^  he  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  fforf,]  The  mode  of  expression  adopted  in  these  words 
is  not  unknown  in  the  East.  The  author  of  the  Institutes  of 
Menu,  who  flourished  1280  years  before  Christ,  uses  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  language.  "  Of  him  who  gives  natural  birth,  and 
him  who  gives  knowledge  of  the  whole  veda,  the  giver  of  sacred 
knowledge  is  the  more  venerable  father ;  since  the  second  or  divine 
birth  insures  life  to  the  twice  born,  both  in  this  life  and  hereafter 
eternally.  Let  a  man  consider  that  as  a  mere  human  birth,  which 
his  parents  gave  him  for  their  mutual  gratification,  and  which  he 
receives  after  lying  in  the  womb ;  but  that  birth,  which  his  prin- 
cipal acharya,  who  knows  the  whole  veda,  procures  for  him  by  his 
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divine  mother ^  the  gayatri^  is  a  true  birth ;  that  birth  is  exempt 
from  age  and  from  death,"  (cap.  ii.  146.)  The  difference  between 
the  goodness  of  the  actions  performed  by  the  ordinary  man,  and 
by  him  who  has  been  twice  horn,  is  in  another  part  of  this  work 
ascribed  very  justly  to  the  motive.  A  deep  sense  of  the  corruption 
of  human  nature  produced  the  same  doctrine  among  other  ancient 
nations,  as  well  as  the  Indians.  ^'  They  had  sacrifices  denominated 
those  of  regeneration,  and  these  sacrifices  were  always  profiisely 
stained  with  blood.  The  taurobolium,  a  ceremony  in  which  the 
high  priest  of  Cybele.  was  consecrated,  was  a  ceremony  of  this 
kind,  and  might  be  called  a  baptism  of  blood,  which  they  con- 
ceived imparted  a  spiritual  new  birth  to  the  liberated  spirit,  nor 
were  these  baptisms  confined  to  the  priests  alone  ;  for  persons  not 
invested  with  a  sacred  fimction  were  sometimes  initiated  by  the 
ceremony  of  the  taurobolium ;  and  one  invariable  rule  in  these 
initiations  was  to  wear  the  stained  garments  as  long  as  possible,  in 
token  of  their  having  been  thus  regenerated."  Maurice's  Indian 
Antiquities^  vol.  v.  p.  957. 

bowels  of  compassion^ 

1  John  iii.  17.  BoweU  of  compassion^  The  inhabitants  of 
Otaheite  have  an  expression  that  corresponds  exactly  with  this 
phraseology.  They  use  it  on  all  occasions  when  the  passions  give 
them  uneasiness;  they  constantly  refer  pain  from  grief,  anxious 
desire,  and  other  affections,  to  the  bowels  as  their  seat,  where  they 
likewise  suppose  all  operations  of  the  mind  to  be  performed. 
Cook's  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

BRAZEN  KETTLE  AMONG  THE  HEATHENS. 

1  Cor.  xiii.  1.  Sounding  brass."]  One  of  the  most  ancient,  as 
well  as  most  celebrated  oracles  of  the  pagan  world  was  that  at  the 
island  of  Delos.  In  early  ages,  and  at  the  first  commencement  of 
these  absurd  and  ridiculous  impositions  on  mankind,  they  were 
delivered  by  the  murmuring  noise  of  a  fountain,  or  at  the  foot  of 
an  oak ;  and  also  from  the  oaks  themselves.  But  in  succeeding 
times  they  made  use  of  the  brazen  kettle,  which  utensil  the  ancient 
Greek  poet  Callimachus  calls  the  soun^ng  brass. 

-These  to  the  Delian  god 


Begin  the  grand  procession  ;  and  in  hand 

The  holy  eieayes  and  mjrstic  o£f'ring  bear  ; 

Which  the  Pelasgians,  who  the  sounding  brass,  ' 

On  earth  recumbent,  at  Dodona  guard, 

Jojous  receive  and  to  the  Melian's  care 

The  halloVd  gifts  consign.  Hymn  to  Delas,  ▼.  388. 

May  not  St  Paul  allude  to  these  brazen  kettles  in  these  words  ? 
Two  reasons  are  given  why  these  brazen  kettles  are  said  to  be 
always  sounding :  one  is,  that  many  of  them  were  so  curiously 
arranged  round  the  temple,  that  by  striking  one  of  them  the  sound' 
was  communicated  to  all  the  rest :  the  other,  and  the  most  proba- 
ble of  the  two,  is,  that  there  were  two  brazen  pillars  before  the 
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temple  of  Delos^  on  one  of  which  was  placed  a  kettle^  and  on  the 
other  a  boy  holding  in  his  hand  a  whip  with  lashes  of  brass,  which 
being  by  the  violence  of  the  wind  struck  against  the  kettle,  caused 
a  continual  sound.  These  pillars  seem  to  have  a  reference  to 
1  Kings  vii.  2h    Gillinowatee,  MS. 

BRINGING  UP  ON  THE  KNEE. 

Gen.  1.  23.  The  children  also  of  Machir  were  brought  up 
upon  Joseph*s  knees.]  They  were  dandled  or  treated  as  children 
upon  Joseph's  knees.  This  is  a  pleasing  picture  of  an  old  man's 
fondness  tar  his  descendants.  So  in  Homer  {Odyss.  xix.  401) 
the  nurse  places  Ulysses,  then  lately  bom,  upon  his  maternal 
grand&tber  Autolychus's  knees. 

Toy  pa  ol  "EvpvKXtia  ^iXoic  tiri  yowan  BtiKi. 

And  on  the  other  hand  (II.  ix.  1.  455)  Amyntor  imprecates  it  as 
a  curse  upon  his  son  Phoenix,  that  he  might  have  no  son  to  sit 
upon  Amyntor's  knees. 

BRINGING  UP  PRESENTS  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  X.  27.  And  brought  him  no  presents,"]  When  NAr- 
vieux  was  attending  an  Arab  emir,  a  vessel  happened  to  be 
wrecked  on  the  coast.  The  emir  perceived  it  from  the  top  of  the 
mountains,  and  immediately  repaired  to  the  shore  to  profit  by  the 
misfortune.  Staying  some  time,  it  grew  so  late  that  he  determined 
to  spend  the  night  there  under  his  tents,  and  ordered  supper  to  be 
got  ready.  He  says  that  nothing  was  more  easy,  for  every  body 
at  Tartoura  vied  with  each  other  as  to  the  presents  they  brought, 
of  meat,  fowl,  game,  fruit,  coffee^  &c.  Were  they  not  presents  of 
this  kind  that  the  children  of  Belial  neglected  to  bring  ?  Har- 
MER,  vol.  ii.  p.  15. 

BRUISING  IN  A  MORTAR  A  PUNISHMENT  IN  THE  EAST. 

Prov.  xxvii.  22.  Though  thou  shouldest  bray  a  fool  in  a  mor-- 
tar  among  wheat  with  a  pestle,  yet  will  not  his  foolishness  depart 
from  him,]  That  such  a  punishment  as  this  was  used  in  the  East 
will  clearly  appear  from  the  following  testiiaonies.  "  Fanaticism 
has  enacted  in  Turkey,  in  favour  of  the  ulemats  (or  body  of  law- 
yers), that  their  goods  shall  never  be  confiscated,  nor  themselves 
put  to  death,  but  by  being  bruised  in  a  mortar."  Baron  Du 
ToTT,  vol.  i.  p.  28.  "  As  for  the  guards  of  the  towers  (who  have 
let  prince  Coreskie,  a  prisoner,  escape),  some  of  them  were  em- 
paled, and  some  were  pounded  or  beaten  to  pieces  in  great  mortars 
of  yron,  wherein  they  do  usually  pound  their  rice,  to  reduce  it  to 
meale."  Knolles's  History  of  the  Turks,  p.  1374.  See  also 
Complete  System,  of  Geography,  vol.  ii.  p.  16,  and  Volney's 
Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  250. 

BRUISING  THE  SERPENT's  HEAD  MYTHOLOGICALLY  REPRESENTED^ 

Genesis  iii.  15.  It  shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shall  bruise 
his  heel.]    The  following  traditions  of  the  promised  Messiah  are 
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remarkable  for  their  coincidence  with  the  first  promise,  and  must 
have  had  a  higher  origin  than  unassisted  human  invention.  In 
the  Gothic  m3rthoIogy,  Thor  is  represented  as  the  first-bom  of  the 
supreme  God,  and  is  styled  in  the  Edda,  the  eldest  of  sons ;  he 
was  esteemed  a  '^  middle  divinity,  a  mediator  between  God  and 
man/'  With  regard  to  his  actions,  he  is  said  to  have  wrestled 
with  death,  and,  in  the  struggle,  to  have  been  brought  upon  one 
knee ;  to  have  bruised  the  head  of  the  great  serpent  with  his 
mace;  and  in  his  final  engagement  with  that  monster  to  have  beat 
him  to  the  earth,  and  slain  him.  This  victory,  however,  is  not 
obtained  but  at  the  expense  of  his  own  life :  "  Recoiling  back 
nine  steps,  he  &lls  dead  upon  the  sjpot,  suffocated  with  the  floods 
o£  venom  which  the  serpent  vomits  torth  upon  him."  (Edda,  Fab. 
11,^,  27 J  S2).  Much  the  same  notion,  we  are  informed,  is  pre- 
valent in  the  mythology  of  the  Hindoos.  Two  sculptured  figures 
are  yet  extant  in  one  of  their  oldest  pagodas,  the  former  of  which 
represents  Chreeshna,  an  incarnation  of  their  mediatorial  God 
Vishnu,  trampling  on  the  crushed  head  of  the  serpent;  while  in 
the  latter  it  is  seen  encircling  the  deity  in  its  folds,  and  biting  his 
heel  (Maurice's  Hist,  of  Hindostan,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^0).  It  is  said 
that  Zeridusht,  or  Zoroaster,  predicted  in  the  Zendavesta,  that  in 
the  latter  days  would  appear  a  man  called  Oshanderbegh&,  who 
was  destined  to  bless  the  earth  by  the  introduction  of  justice  and 
religion ;  that,  in  his  time,  would  likewise  p,ppear  a  malignant  de- 
mon, who  would  oppose  his  plans  and  trouble  his  empire  for  the 
space  of  twenty  years ;  that  anerwards,  Osiderbegh^  would  revive 
the  practice  of  justice,  put  an  end  to  injuries,  and  re-establish  such 
customs  as  are  inunutable  in  their  nature ;  that  kings  should  be 
obedient  to  him,  and  advance  his  affairs ;  that  the  cause  of  true 
religion  should  flourish ;  that  peace  and  tranquillity  should  pre- 
vail, and  discord  and  trouble  cease  (Hyde,  de  Relig.  vet.  Pers. 
c.  31).  According  to  Abulpharagius,  the  Persian  legislator  wrote 
of  the  advent  of  uie  Messiah  in  terms  even  more  express  than 
those  contained  in  the  foregoing  prediction.  ^^Zeradusht,"  says 
he,  "  the  preceptor  of  the  magi,  taught  the  Persians  concerning 
the  manircstation  of  Christ,  and  ordered  them  to  bring  gifts  to 
-him,  in  token  of  their  reverence  and  submission;  He  declared, 
that  in  the  latter  days  a  pure  virgin  would  conceive ;  and  that  as 
soon  as  the  child  was  bom,  a  star  would  appear,  blazing  even  at 
noon  day  with  undiminished  lustre.  You,  my  sons,"  exclaims  the 
venerable  seer,  "  will  perceive  its  rising,  before  any  other  nation* 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  you  shall  behold  the  star,  follow  it  whither- 
4soever  it  shall  lead  you,  and  adore  that  mysterious  child,  offering 
your  gifts  to  him  with  the  profoundest  humility.  He  is  the  al- 
mighty WORD,  which  created  the  heavens."  (Cited  by  Hyde,  de 
Relig.  vet.  Pers.  c.  31.) 

BUNDLE  OF  MYRRH  EXPLAINED. 

Sol.  Song,  i.  13.     A  bundle  of  myrrh  is  my  well  beloved  unto 
me,  he  shall  lay  all  night  between  my  breasts.}     The  eastern  wo- 
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men  amongst  other  ornaments  used  little  perfume  boxes,  or  vessels 
filled  with  perfiimes,  to  smell  at  These  were  worn  suspended 
from  the  neck,  and  hanging  down  on  the  breast  This  circum- 
stance is  alluded  to  in  the  bundle  of  myrrh*  These  olfactoriola 
or  smelling  boxes  (as  the  Vulg.  rightly  denominates  them),  are 
still  in  use  among  the  Persian  women,  to  whose  ^'necklaces,  which 
fall  below  the  bosom,  is  listened  a  large  box  of  sweets ;  some  of 
these  boxes  are  as  big  as  one's  hand;  the  common  ones  are  of 
gold,  the  others  are  covered  with  jewels.  They  are  all  bored 
through,  and  filled  with  a  black  paste  very  light,  made  of  milsk 
and  amber,  but  of  very  strong  smell."  Complete  System  of  Geo- 
graphy,  vol.  ii.  p.  175. 

BURDENSOME  STONE.     ' 

Zech.  xii.  3.  A  burdensome  stone.^  Jerome  upon  this  place 
thinks  that  a  burdensome  stone  is  an  expression  taken  firom  an 
exercise  kept  up  in  Judea  to  his  time,  where  young  men  used  to 
make  trial  of  their  strength  by  lifiing  great  stones  as  high  as  they 
Could.  In  such  an  exercise,  where  men  undertook  to  lift  a  «tone 
too  heavy  for  their  strength,  they  were  in  danger  of  its  falling 
upon  them,  and  bruising  or  crushing  them  to  pieces.  To  the  same 
purpose  Christ  saith,  on  whomsoever  this  stone  shall  fall^  it  will 
grind  him  to  powder,  Matt  xxi.  44. 

BURNING  DEAD  BODIES  AMONG  THE  ^EWS. 

2  Chron.  xvi.  14.  And  they  made  a  very  great  burning  for 
him,']  The  Greeks  and  Romans  burnt  dead  bodies,  throwing 
firanWncense,  myrrh,  cassia,  and  other  firagrant  things  into  the  fire: 
and  these  were  used  in  such  vast  quantities,  that  Pliny  represents 
it  as  a  pi^ce  of  profaneness  to  bestow  such  heaps  of  frankincense 
upon  a  dead  body,  when  they  offered  it  to  their  gods  by  crumbs. 
{Nat.  Hist.  lib.  xii.  cap.  18.)  The  Israelites  had  no  such  custom ; 
but  firom  the  ancient  Egyptians  perhaps  adopted  the  practice,  not 
of  burning  bodies,  but  of  burning  many  spices  at  then*  fimerals 
(2  Chron.  xxi.  19,  Jer.  xxxiv.  5).  Kimchi  here  says,  that  they 
burnt  the  bed  on  which  they  lay,  and  other  household  stuff,  that 
none  might  have  the  honour  to  use  them  when  they  were  gone. 
Patrick,  in  he. 

BUTTER  and  HONEY  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Job  XX.  17.  The  brooks  of  honey  and  butter. 1  In  these  cool 
countries  we  have  no  idea  of  butter  so  liquid  as  described  in  these 
words ;  it  appears  among  us  in  a  more  solid  form.  But  as  the 
plentifiil  flowing  of  honey,  when  pressed  fi*om  the  comb,  may  be 
compared  to  a  Tittle  river,  as  it  runs  into  the  vessels  in  which  it  is 
to  be  kept ;  so,  as  they  manage  matters,  butter  is  equally  fluid, 
and  may  be  described  in  the  same  way :  "A  great  quantity  of  but- 
ter is  made  in  Barbary,  which,  after  it  is  boiled  with  salt,  they  put 
into  jars,  and  preserve  for  use."  {Shaw,  p.  169.)  Streams  of 
butter,  then,  poured,  when  clarified,  into  jars  to  be  preserved, 
might  as  naturally  be  compared  to  rivers,  as  streams  of  honey 
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flowing,  upon  pressure,  into  other  jars  in  which  it  was  kept  Har- 
MER,  vol.  iii.  p.  176. 

Cain's  mark. 

Gen.  iv.  15.  And  the  Lord  set  a  mark  upon  Cain.]  Among 
the  laws  attributed  to  Menu,  the  following  appointment  is  a  re- 
markable instance  of  coincidence  with,  if  it  cannot  be  admitted  to 
have  been  derived  from,  the  punishment  of  Cain : 

"  For  violating  the  paternal  bed,  let  the  mark  of  a****** 
be  impressed  on  the  forehead  with  a  hot  iron. 
For  drinking  spuits,  a  vintner's  flag: 
For  stealing  sacred  gold,  a  dog's  foot : 
For  murdering  a  priest,  the  figure  of  a  headless  corpse : 
With  none  to  eat  with  them, 
With  none  to  sacrifice  with  them. 
With  none  to  be  allied  by  marriage  to  them ; 
Abject,  and  excluded  from  all  social  duties, 
Let  them  wander  over  the  earth  ; 
Branded  with  indelible  marks. 
They  shall  be  deserted  by  their  paternal  and  maternal 

relations. 
Treated  by  none  with  affection. 
Received  by  none  with  respect : 
Such  is  the  ordinance  of  Menu." 
"  Criminals  of  all  the  classes,  having  performed  an  expiation,  as 
ordained  by  law,  shall  not  be  marked  on  the  forehead,  but  be 
condemned  to  pay  the  highest  fine." 

Cain's  offering. 

Gen.  iv.  3.  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offer- 
ing  unto  the  LordJ]  "  To  ofier  to  the  Deity  the  first-fiiiits  of  the 
tender  herbage,  springing  up  in  the  vernal  season,  and  of  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  grain  and  miits  matured  by  a  warm  sun,  was  the 
practice  of  mankind  in  the  infancy  of  the  world.  The  earliest  in- 
stance of  these  oblations  on  record  is  that  of  Cain,  the  eldest  son 
of  the  first  great  husbandman,  who,  doubtless  following  paternal 
precedent,  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offering  unto  the 
Lord ;  and  of  Abel,  who  also,  to  the  sacred  aJtar  of  God  brought 
of  the  firstlings  of  hisjlock.  The  Jews,  whose  religious  customs 
are,  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  Hindoos,  in  every  age  and 
period  of  their  empire,  inviolably  consecrated  to  heaven,  the  first- 
fruits  of  their  oil,  their  wine,  and  their  wheat,  and,  by  the  divine 
institution,  even  whatsoever  opened  the  womb,  whether  of  man  or 
beast,  was  sacred  to  the  Lord,  (Numb,  xviii.  12.) 

There  was,  according  to  Porphyry  {De  Abstinentia,  p.  73),  a 
very  curious  and  ancient  festival,  annually  celebrated  at  Athens, 
to  die  honour  of  the  Sun  and  Hours,  which,  in  the  simplicity  of 
the  offerings,  remarkably  resembled  the  practice  of  the  first  ages. 
During  that  festival,  consecrated  grass  was  carried  about,  in  which 
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the  kernels  of  olives  were  wrapped  iip,  together  with  figs,  all 
kinds  of  pulse,  oaken  leaves,  with  acorns,  and  cakes  composed  of 
the  meal  of  wheat  and  barley,  heaped  up  in  a  pyramidical  form, 
allusive  to  the  sun-beams  that  ripened  the  grain,  as  well  as  to  the 
fire  in  which  they  were  finally  consumed."  Maurice's  Indian 
Antiquities^  vol.  v.  p.  132.  See  also  Eusebius's  Preparation  for 
spreading  the  Gospel,  b.  i.  p.  29.  £ng.  edit. 

CAKES  OF  fine  FLOUR. 

Lev.  ii.  4.  Unleavened  cakes  of  fine  flour.']  D'Arvieux  re- 
lates, that  the  Arabs  about  Mount  Carmel  make  a  fire  in  a  great 
stone  pitcher,  and  when  it  is  heated,  mix  meal  and  water,  which 
they  apply  with  the  hollow  of  their  hands  to  tlie  outside  of  the 
pitcher,  and  this  sofi;  paste,  spreading  itself  upon  it,  is  baked  in  an 
instant,  and  the  bread  comes  off  as  thin  as  our  wafers  (Voy*  dans 
la  Pah  p.  192).  Stones  or  copper  plates  were  also  used  for  the 
purposes  of  baking  (Pococke,  vol.  ii.  p.  96).  Upon  these  oven- 
pitchers  probably  the  wafers  here  mentioned  were  prepared. 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  235. 

Lev.  ii.  1.  When  any  will  offer  a  meat-offering  unto  the 
Lord,  his  offering  shall  be  of  fine  flour.]  Flour  of  the  finest 
sort  formed  a  part  of  the  sacrificial  offerings  not  only  of  the  Jews 
but  of  the  Greeks  likewise.  Thus  Homer  represents  Eumaeus  as 
acting : 

Then  on  the  board  displayed 

The  ready  meal  before  Ulysses  laid, 
With  flour  imbrown'd. 

This  flour,  says  Dacier,  was  made  of  parched  com.  When  the 
ancients  fed  upon  any  thing  that  had  not  been  offered  in  sacrifice, 
they  sprinkled  it  with  flour,  which  was  used  instead  of  the  hal- 
lowed barley  with  which  they  consecrated  their  victims.  Since 
some  honours  were  paid  to  the  gods  in  all  their  feasts,  this  sprink- 
ling of  the  flour  by  Eumaeus  was  a  religious  act.  Flour  was 
sometimes  used  by  the  Greeks  as  a  substitute  for  animals  in  their 
hecatombs.  They  invented  a  method  of  imposing  upon  the  gods, 
by  ofifering  one  animal  only,  and  for  the  remainder  substituting 
little  images  of  paste. 

Lev.  ii.  1.  And  he  shall  pour  oil  upon  it.]  This  was  done  to 
give  the  offering  a  grateful  relish,  according  to  Maimonides.  The 
heathens  used  oil  in  their  sacrifices,  only  not  mixed  with  flour ; 
but  poured  upon  the  flesh  of  the  beast  that  was  sacrificed,  to  make 
it  bum  the  better  upon  the  altar.     So  Virgil : 

PinguS  mperque  oUumfundens  ardentibw  extis, 

JEn.  vi.  354. 

Frankincense  was  also  put  thereon.  This  was  to  make  a  sweet 
odour  in  the  court  of  the  tabernacle,  which  otherwise  would  have 
been  offensive  by  reason  of  the  flesh  which  was  daily  burned    ^ 
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there.    This  was  common  also  in  the  sacrifices  of  the  Gentiles^ 
as  appears  by  a  passage  in  Ovid: 

Da  mihi  thura^  jmer,  pmguesfaeientiajlammas, 
Quodque  pio  funan  stridat  in  igne  merum. 

L.  y.  de  Tristibus,  Eleg.  v.  11. 

CALVARY  THE  PLACE  OF  CRUCIFIXION. 

Luke  xxiii.  33.  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  place  which 
is  called  Calvary ^  there  they  crucified  himJ]  Calvary  was  made 
the  place  of  sufiering  for  Christ  in  conformity  to  common  prac- 
tice ;  as  it  was  usual  to  crucify  on  high  places  and  mountains. 
Lipsius  de  Cruce,  1.  iii.  c.  13. 

CAM£L*S  FURNITURE. 

Gen.  xxxL  34.  The  cameVs  fumitureJ]  Pococke  informs 
us^  that  "  one  method  of  conveyance,  still  used  in  the  East,  is  by 
means  of  a  sort  of  round  basket,  slung  on  each  side  of  a  camel 
(with  a  cover),  which  holds  all  their  necessaries,  and  on  it  (the 
camel)  a  person  sits  crossed-legged."  Mr.  Moryson,  whose  tra- 
vels were  printed  in  the  year  1596,  mentions  (p.  247)  in  his  jour- 
ney from  Aleppo  to  Constantino{de,  "  two  long  chairs^  like  cra- 
dles, covered  with  red  cloth,  to  hang  on  the  two  sides  of  the 
camel,  which  chairs  the  Turks  used  to  ride  in,  and  sleep  upon 
camels'  backs."  Mr.  Hanway  likewise  mentions  {Travels,  vol.  i. 
p.  190)  kedgavys,  "which  are  a  kind  of  covered  chairs,  which  the 
Fersians  hang  over  camels  in  the  manner  o(  panniers,  and  are  big 
enough  for  one  person  to  sit  in.'* 

CAPERNAUM  THE  CHIEF  RESIDENCE  OF  THE  MESSIAH. 

Matt.  ix.  1.  And  came  into  his  own  city.^  This  was  Caper- 
naum, where  Christ  chiefly  dwelt,  and  paid  tribute  as  an  inhabi- 
tant. According  to  the  Jewish  canons,  he  was  entitled  to  citizen- 
ship by  dwelling  there  twelve  months,  or  by  purchasing  a  dwelling- 
house.  One  or  other  of  these  things  it  is  probable  Christ  had 
done,  on  which  account  the  city  is  denominated  his.  Gill,  in 
loc. 

CAPTIVES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  TRAVEL  NAKED. 

Isaiah  iii.  17.  The  Lord  will  expose  their  nakedness.'\  It 
was  the  barbarous  custom  of  the  conquerors  of  these  times  to 
strip  their  captives  naked,  and  to  make  them  travel  in  that  condi- 
tion, exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and,  the  worst 
of  all,  to  the  intolerable  heat  of  the  sun.  But  this  to  the  women 
was  the  height  of  cruelty  and  indignity,  and  especially  to  such  as 
those  here  described,  who  had  indulged  themselves  in  all  maimer 
of  delicacies  of  living,  and  all  the  superfluities  of  ornamental 
dress ;  and  even  whose  faces  had  hardly  ever  been  exposed  to 
the  sight  of  man.  This  is  always  mentioned  as  the  hardest 
part  of  the  lot  of  captives.  (Nahum  iii.  5,  6.)  Bp.  Lowth, 
in  loc. 

E^ 
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CARAVANSERAIS,  OR  EASTERN  INNS  PARTICULARLY  DESCRIBED. 

Luke  ii.  7.  The  inn.'\  It  will  be  proper  here  to  give  a  full 
and  explicit  account  of  the  inns  or  caravanserais  of  the  East,  in 
which  travellers  are  accommodated.  They  are  not  all  alike, 
some  being  simply  places  of  rest,  by  the  side  of  a  fountain  if 
possible,  and  at  a  proper  distance  on  the  road.  Many  of  these 
places  are  nothing  more  than  naked  walls ;  others  have  an 
attendant,  who  subsists  either  by  some  charitable  donation,  or 
the  benevolence  of  passengers ;  others  are  more  considerable 
establishments,  where  families  reside,  and  take  care  of  them,  and 
fiimish  the  necessary  provisions. 

"  Caravanserais  were  originally  intended  for,  and  are  now 
pretty  generally  applied  to,  the  accommodation  of  strangers  and 
travellers,  though,  like  every  other  good  institution,  sometimes 
perverted  to  the  purposes  of  private  emolument  or  public  job. 
They  are  built  at  proper  distances  through  the  roads  of  the 
Turkish  dominions,  and  afford  to  the  indigent  or  weary  traveller 
an  asylum  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather ;  are  in  general 
built  of  the  most  solid  and  durable  materials,  have  commonly 
one  story  above  the  ground  floor,  the  lower  of  which  is  arched, 
and  serves  for  warehouses  to  store  goods,  for  lodgings,  and  for 
stables,  while  the  upper  is  used  merely  for  lodgings;  besides 
which  they  axe  always  accommodated  with  a  fountain,  and  have 
cooks'  shops  and  other  conveniences  to  supply  the  wants  of 
lodgers.  In  Aleppo,  the  caravanserais  are  almost  exclusively 
occupied  by  merchants,  to  whom  they  are  like  other  houses 
rented."    (Campbell's  Trav.  part  ii.,  p.  8. 

"In  all  other  Turkish  provinces,  particularly  those  in  Asia, 
which  are  often  thinly  inhabited,  travelling  is  subject  to  number- 
less inconveniences,  since  it  is  necessary  not  only  to  carry  all 
sorts  of  provisions  along  with  one,  but  even  the  very  utensils  to 
dress  them  in,  besides  a  tent  for  shelter  at  night  and  in  bad 
weather,  as  there  are  no  inns  except  here  and  there  a  caravanserai, 
where  nothing  but  bare  rooms,  and  those  often  very  bad,  and 
infested  with  all  sorts  of  vermin,  can  be  procured."  (Antes's 
Observations  an  Egypt,  p.  55. 

The  poverty  of  tfie  eastern  inns  appears  also  from  the  following 
extract :  "  There  are  no  inns  any  where ;  but  the  cities,  and 
commonly  the  villages,  have  a  large  building  called  a  kan,  or 
kervanserai,  which  serves  as  an  asylum  for  all  travellers.  These 
houses  of  reception  are  always  built  without  the  precincts  of 
towns,  and  consist  of  four  wings  round  a  square  court,  which 
serves  by  way  of  inclosure  for  the  beasts  of  burthen.  The 
lodgings  are  cells,  where  you  find  nothing  but  bare  walls,  dust, 
and  sometimes  scorpions.  The  keeper  of  this  kan  gives  the 
traveller  the  key  and  a  mat,  and  he  provides  himself  the  rest :  he 
must  therefore  carry  with  him  his  bed,  his  kitchen  utensils,  and 
even  his  provisions,  for  frequently  not  even  bread  is  to  be  found 
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in  the  villages.  On  this  account  the  orientals  contrive  their 
equipage  in  the  most  simple  and  portable  form.  The  baggage 
of  a  man,  who  wishes  to  be  completely,  provided,  consists  in  a 
carpet,  a  mattrass,  a  blanket,  two  saucepans  with  lids  contained 
within  each  other,  two  dishes,  two  plates,  and  a  coffee-pot,  all  of 
copper  well  tinned ;  a  small  wooden  box  for  salt  and  pepper,  a 
round  leathern  table,  which  he  suspends  from  the  saddle  of  his 
horse ;  small  leathern  bottles  or  bags  of  oil,  melted  butter,  water, 
and  brandy  (if  the  traveller  be  a  Christian),  a  pipe,  a  tinder-box, 
a  cup  of  cocoa-nut,  some  rice,  dried  raisins,  dates,  Cyprus  cheese, 
and  above  all  coffee-berries,  with  a  roaster  and  wooden  mortar  to 
pound  them."     (Volney's  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  419.) 

"  The  caravanserais  are  the  eastern  inns,  far  different  from 
ours  ;  for  they  are  neither  so  convenient  nor  handsome  :  they  are 
built  square,  much  like  cloisters,  being  usually  but  one  story 
high,  for  it  is  rare  to  see  one  of  two  stories.  A  wide  gate  brings 
you  into  the  court,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  building,  in  the  front, 
and  upon  the  right  and  left  hand,  there  is  a  hall  for  persons  of 
the  best  quality  to  keep  together.  On  each  side  of  the  hall 
are  lodgings  for  every  man  by  himself  These  lodgings  are  raised 
all  along  the  court,  two  or  three  steps  high,  just  behind  which 
are  the  stables,  where  many  times  it  is  as  good  lying  as  in  the 
chambers.  Right  against  the  head  of  every  horse  there  is  a 
niche  with  a  window  into  the  lodging  chamber,  out  of  which 
every  man  may  see  that  his  horse  is  looked  after.  These  niches 
are  usually  so  large  that  three  men  may  lie  in  them,  and  here 
the  servants  usually  dress  their  victuals."  (Tavernier's  Travels, 
p.  45. 

"  The  entrance  is  under  a  high  and  magnificent  portal,  adorned 
.with  Mosaic  work,  like  all  the  rest  of  the  buildings,  and  upon 
the  sides  runs  a  portico,  where  you  may  lie  in  the  day-time  con- 
veniently, and  as  pleasantly  as  in  the  inn  itself.  The  fountain  in 
the  middle  of  the  court  is  raised  above  five  feet,  and  the  brims  of 
it  are  four  feet  broad,  for  the  convenience  of  those  that  will  say 
their  prayers  after  they  have  performed  their  purification."  (Char- 
din,  p.  412.) 

It  appears  from  the  preceding  extracts,  that  there  are  inns  or 
caravanserais  of  different  kinds,  some  better  than  others.  The 
scriptures  use  two  words  to  express  a  caravanserai,  in  both  in- 
stances translated  inn  (Luke  ii.  7.)  T/iere  was  no  room  for  them 
in  the  inn,  ^oraXv/uaTi — ^the  place  of  untying ;  that  is,  of  beasts 
for  rest  (Luke  x.  34).  And  brought  him  to  the  inn,  iravSoxtiov, 
whose  keeper  is  called  in  the  next  verse  ttovSoxcvc.  This  word 
properly  signifies  a  receptacle  open  to  all  comers. 

case  of  herodias  and  her  daughter  illustrated. 
Matt.  xiv.  8.     And. she  being  before  instructed  of  her  mother,] 
The  word  7rpo/3ej3o^a>,  according  to  Budtseus,  has  an  allusion  to 
a  client  instructing  an  advocate  in   his  cause,   giving  him  the 
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heads  of  his  defence,  and  furnishing  him  with  all  necessary  parti- 
culars. This  gives  peculiar  energy  to  the  part  which  we  may 
suppose  Herodias  to  have  acted,  in  previously  instructing  her 
daughter  what  she  should  propose  to  the  king  by  way  of  request ; 
it  manifests  the  contrivance,  earnestness,  and  arrangement  of  the 
plan,  which  was  so  fatally  carried  into  effect. 

CASTING  LOTS  FOR  CAPTIVES  COMMON  IN  THE  EAST. 

Nahum  iii.  10.  They  cast'lots  for  her  honourable  men.]  The 
custom  of  casting  lots  for  the  captives  taken  in  war  appears  to 
have  prevailed  both  with  the  Jews  and  Greeks.  It  is  mentioned 
by  another  of  the  prophets,  besides  the  one  now  referred  to. 
Strangers  carried  away  captive  his  forces,  and  foreigners  entered 
into  his  gates,  and  cast  lots  upon  Jerusalem.  Obadiah,  ver.  11. 
With  respect  to  the  Greeks^  we  have  an  instance  in  Tryphiodorus  : 

Shared  out  by  lot,  the  female  captives  Btand ; 
The  spoils  divided  with  an  equal  hand  : 
Each  to  his  ship  conveys  his  rightful  share, 
Price  of  their  toil,  and  trophies  of  the  war. 

Dettrwtion  rfTroy,  Merrick,  v^r.  938. 

CASTING  PUR  EXPLAINED. 

Esther  iii.  7.     In  the  first  month  {that  is,  the  month  Nisan) 
in  the  twelfth  year  of  king  Ahasuerus,  they  cast  pur,  that  is,  the 
lot,  before  Haman,  from  day  to  day,  and  from  month  to  months 
to  the  twelfth  month,  that  is,  the  month  Adar,]     It  was  customary 
in  the  East,  by  casting  lots  into  an  urn,  to  inquire  what  days 
would  be  fortunate,  and  what  not,  to  undertake  any  business  m. 
According  to  this  superstitious  practice,  Haman  endeavoured  to 
find  out  what  time  in  the  year  was  most  favourable  to  the  Jews, 
and  what  most  unlucky.      First  he  inquired  what  month  was 
most  unfortunate,  and  found  the  month   Adar,  which  was  the 
last  month  in  the  year,  answerable  to  our  February.     There  was 
no  festival  during  this  month,  nor  was  it  sanctified  by  any  peculiar 
rites.     Then  he  inquired  the  day,  and  foimd  the  thirteenth  day 
was  not  auspicious  to  them,  ver.  13.     Some  think  there  were  as 
many  lots  as  there  were  days  in  the  year,  and  for  every  day 
he  (h-ew  a  lot ;  but  found  none  to  his  mind,  till  he  came  to  the 
last  month  of  all,  and  to  the  middle  of  it.     Now   this  whole 
business  was  governed  by  providence,  by  wliich  these  lots  were 
directed,  and  not  by  the  r  ersian  gods,  to  fall  in  the  last  month 
of  the  year ;  whereby  almost  a  whole  year  intervened  between 
the  design   and  its  execution,  and  gave  time  for  Mordecai  to 
acquaint  Esther,  with  it,  and  for  her  to  intercede  with  the  king 
for  the  revoking  or  suspending  his  decree,  and  disappointing  the 
conspiracy.     Patrick,  in  he. 

Esther  ix.  26.  Wherefore  they  called  these  days  Purim."] 
This  festival  was  to  be  kept  two  days  successively,  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  of  the  month  Adar,  ver.  21.  On  both  days  of  the 
feast,  the  modern  Jews  read  over  the  Megillah,  or  book  of  Esther, 
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in  their  synagogues.  The  copy  there  read  must  not  be  printed, 
but  written  on  vellum  in  the  form  of  a  roll ;  and  the  natnes  of 
the  ten  sons  of  Haman  are  written  on  it  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
being  ranged,  they,  say,  like  so  many  bodies  hanged  on  a  gibbet 
The  reader  must  pronounce  all  these  names  in  one  breath. 
Whenever  Haman's  name  is  pronounced,  they  make  a  terrible 
noise  in  the  synagogue :  some  drum  with  their  feet  on  the  floor, 
and  the  boys  have  mallets,  with  which  to  knock  and  make  a 
noise.  They  prepare  themselves  for  their  carnival  by  a  previous 
fast,  which  should  continue  three  days,  in  imitation  of  Esther's, 
Esth.  iv.  16,  but  they  have  mostly  reduced  it  to  one  day.  Jen- 
nings's Jewish  Ant,  vol.  ii.  p.  305. 

Acts  i.  26.  The  lot'\  The  account  which  Grotius  gives  of 
the  manner  in  which  lots  were  cast,  seems  very  probable  and 
satisfactory.  He  says,  they  put  their  lots  into  two  urns,  one  of 
which  contained  the  names  of  Joseph  and  Matthias,  and  the 
other  a  blank,  and  the  word  apostle.  In  drawing  these  out  of 
the  urns,  the  blank  came  up  with  the  name  of  Joseph  and  the 
lot  on  which  was  written  the  word  apostle  came  up  with  the  name 
of  Matthias.  This  being  in  answer  to  their  prayers,  they  con- 
cluded that  Matthias  was  the  man  whom  the  Lord  had  chosen  to 
the  apostleship. 

CATCHING  OMENS. 

1  Sam.  xiv.  9.  This  shall  be  a  sign  unto  usJ]  Archbishop 
Potter  (in  his  Archaologia  Graca,  vol.  i.  p.  344)  has  some  cu- 
rious reflections  on  the  custom  of  catching  omens,  which  was  com- 
mon amongst  the  Greeks,  and  which  he  conceives  to  be  of  great 
antiquity,  and  also  of  eastern  origin.  "  That  it  was  practised  by 
the  Jews,  is  by  some  inferred  from  the  story  of  Jonathan,  the  son 
of  king  Saul,  who  going  to  encounter  a  Philistine  garrison,  thus 
spoke  to  his  armour-bearer.  If  they  sag  unto  us,  tarry  until  we 
come  unto  you ;  then  we  will  stand  still  in  our  place,  and  will 
not  go  up  unto  them.  But  if-  they  say  thus,  come  up  unto  us, 
then  we  will  go  up ;  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  our 
hand,  and  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  us/*  A  remarkable  instance 
of  this  superstition  is  found  in  the  following  passage  of  Virgil : 
"  he  introduces  i^neas  catching  Ascanius's  words  from  his  mouth ; 
for  the  Harpies,  and  Anchises  also,  having  foretold  that  the  Tro- 
jans should  be  forced  to  gnaw  their  very  tables  for  want  of  other 
provisions,  when  they  landed  in  Italy ;  happening  to  4ine  upon 
the  grass,  insteaid  <^  tables  or  trenchers,  which  their  presimt  cir- 
cumstances did  not  aSbrd,  they  laid  their  meat  upon  pieces  of 
bread,  which  afterwards  they  eat  up ;  whereupon. 

Hens !  etiam  mensas  consumimas  1  inquit  Fuku. 
See,  Bajs  lulus,  we  our  tables  eat. 

JEneas  presently  caught  the  omen,  as  the  poet  subjoins : 

— ; £a  vox  audita  laborum 

Prima  tulit  finem :  primumque  loquentis  ab  ore 
-     Eripuit  pater,  ac  stupefactas  numine  pressit. 
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Tbe  lucky  sound  no  sooner  reached  their  ears, 
But  straight  they  quite  dismiss'd  their  former  cares  : 
His  good  old  sire  with  admiration  struck, 
^  The  boding  sentence,  when  yet  falling,  took. 

And  often  roU'd  it  in  his  silent  breast.*'    • 

JSneid  vii.  1. 116. 

CAUTION  AGAINST  OSTENTATION  IN  ALMSOIVING. 

Matt.  vi.  1.  2\>  be  seen  by  men.']  In  the  distribution  of  alms 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  avoid  ostentation.  Charity  to  men 
should  proceed  from  love  to  God ;  such  a  principle  alone  can  ren- 
der it  acceptable  in  his  sight.  Our  Lord  found  it  necessary  to 
deliver  an  explicit  precept  upon  this  subject  This  he  introduces 
by  an  admonition — take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before 
men,  to  be  seen,  ^eadrivai,  of  them.  This  word  is  very  significant, 
alluding  to  such  a  beholding  or  looking  on  as  there  is  at  a  theatre 
for  men  that  act  parts,  or  strive  for  masteries,  whose  reward  con- 
sists only  in  the  approbation  and  applause  of  the  spectators.  In 
this  sense  the  word  is  evidently  used  by  our  Lord,  who  speaks  of 
the  reward  as  consisting  in  being  thus  beheld  and  observed 
(ver.  3). 

Matt.  vi.  2.  Do  not  sound  a  trumpet  before  thee.]  This  may 
bean  allusion  to  the  trumpet  which  was  sounded  before  the  stage- 
players  and  gladiators,  when  they  were  brought  into  the  theatre, 
and  by  which  the  company  were  called  together.  Trumpets  were 
also  used  in  very  ancient  times  to  assemble  people  together  in 
-companies.  The  Pharisees,  it  is  possible,  might  carry  matters  to 
such  an  excess  of  pride  and  vain  glory  as  literally  thus  to  proclaim 
their  liberality ;  but  probably  we  are  to  understand  it  of  the  pom- 
pous and  public  manner  in.  which  they  spoke  of  and  dispensed 
their  benevolence.  Chardin  relates,  that  in  the  East  the  dervises 
use  rams'  horns,  which  there  are  remarkably  long,  for  trumpets, 
and  that  they  blow  them  in  honour  of  the  donor,  when  any  thing 
is  given  them.  It  is  not  impossible  but  that  some  of  the  poor 
Jews  that  begged  alms  might  be  fiimished  like  the  Persian  der- 
idses,  who  are  a  sort  of  religious  beggars,  and  that  these  h3rpocrites 
might  be  disposed  to  confine  their  almsgiving  very  much  to  such 
as  they  knew  would  pay  them  this  honour.  Harmer,  vol.  i. 
p.  474,  note. 

Matt.  vi.  5.  Pray  in  the  comers  of  the  streets.]  Such  a 
practice  as  is  here  intimated  by  our  Lord  was  probably  common 
at  that  time  with  those  who  were  fond  of  ostentation  in  their  de- 
votions, and  who  wished  to  engage  the  attention  of  others.  It  is 
evident  that  the  practice  was  not  confined  to  one  place,  since  it 
may  be  traced  in  difierent  nations.  We  have  an  instance  of  it 
related  by  Aaron  Hill  (in  his  Travels,  p.  62),  "  Such  Turks  as 
at  the  common  hours  of  prayer  are  on  the  road,  or  so  employed 
as  not  to  find  convenience  to  attend  the  mosques,  are  still  obliged 
to  execute  that  duty :  nor  are  they  ever  known  to  fail,  whatever 
business  they  are  then  about,  but  pray  immediately  when  the  hour 
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alarms  them,  in  that  very  place  they  chance  to  stand  on:  inso- 
much that  when  a  janissary,  whom  you  have  to  guard  you  up  and 
down  the  city,  hears  the  notice  which  is  given  him  from  the  stee- 
ples, he  will  turn  about,  stand  still,  and  beckon  with  his  hand,  to 
tell  his  charge  he  must  have  patience  for  a  while ;  when  taking 
out  his  handkerchief,  he  spreads  it  o]#the  ground,  sits  cross  leg- 
ged thereupon,  and  says  his  prayers,  though  in  the  open  market, 
which  having  ended,  he  leaps  briskly  up,  salutes  the  person  whom 
he  undertook  to  convey,  and  renews  his  journey  with  the  mild  ex- 
pression of  ghell  johnnum  ghell,  or,  come,  dear,  follow  me."  It 
may  be  proper  to  add,  that  such  a  practice  as  this  is  general 
throughout  the  East 

CAUTION  AGAINST  PLACING  STUMBLING  BLOCKS  BEFORE  CHRIST's 

DISCIPLES. 

Matt,  xviii.  6.  But  whoso  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones 
who  believe  in  me,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  millstone  were 
hung  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned  in  the  depth  of 
the  sea.]  Grotius  observes  that  the  kind  of  punishment  here 
alluded  to  was  not  used  among  the  Jews,  but  that  it  was  practised 
by  the  ancient  Syrians.  Casaubon  (upon  the  67th  chapter  of 
Suetonius*s  Augustus)  relates,  that  the  tutor  and  ministers  of  Caius 
Caesar,  for  taking  the  opportunity  of  his  sickness  and  death,  to 
infest  and  ruin  the  province  by  their  pride  and  covetousness,  were, 
with  a  heavy  weight  put  about  their  necks,  thrown  headlong  into 
a  river.  It  may  be  observed  also  that  when  the  punishment  of 
drowning  was  inflicted,  the  persons  condemned  were  rolled  up  in 
sheets  of  lead,  and  so  cast  into  the  water.  (Vide  Eisner,  Observ. 
vol.  i.  p.  85.) 

CAVES  AND  CAVERNS  IN  THE  EAST. 

IsAiAH  ii.  19.  The  holes  of  the  rocks  and  the  caves  of  the 
earth.l  The  country  of  Judea,  being  mountainous  and  rocky,  is 
full  of  caverns,  as  it  appears  from  the  history  of  David's  persecu- 
tion under  Saul.  At  Engedi  in  particular  there  was  a  cave  so 
large,  that  David  with  six  hundred  men  hid  themselves  in  the  sides 
of  it,  and  Saul  entered  the  mouth  of  the  cave  without  perceiving 
that  any  one  was  there.  (1  Sam.  xxiv.)  Josephus  {Antiq.  lib. 
xiv.  cap.  15.  and  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  i.  cap.  16)  tells  us  of  a  numerous 
gang  of  banditti,  who  having  infested  the  country,  and  being  pur- 
sued by  Herod  with  his  army,  retired  into  certain  caverns,  almost 
inaccessible,  near  Arbela  in  Galilee,  where  they  were  with  great 
difficulty  subdued.  Some  of  these  were  natural,  others  artificial. 
"  Beyond  Damascus,"  says  Strabo,  (lib.  16)  **  are  two  mountains 
called  Trachones  (from  which  the  country  has  the  name  of 
Trachonitis,)  and  from  hence,  towards  Arabia  and  Iturea,  are  cer- 
tain rugged  mountains,  in  which  there  are  deep  caverns,  one  of 
which  will  hold  four  thousand  men."  Tavernier  {Voyage  de 
Perse,  part  ii.  cap.  4)  speaks  of  a  grot,  between  Aleppo  and  Bir, 
that  would  hold  near  three  thousand  horse.     "  Three  hours'  dis- 
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taut  £rom  Sidon^  about  a  mile  from  the  sea,  there  runs  along  a 
high  rocky  mountain,  in  the  sides  of  which  are  hewn  a  multitude 
of  grots,  ail  very  little  difiering  from  each  other.     They  have  en- 
trances about  two  feet  square ;  on  the  inside  you  find  in  most  or 
all  of  them  a  room  of  q.bout  four  yards  square.     There  are  of . 
these  subterraneous  caverfts  two  hundred  in  number.     It  may, 
with  probability  at  least,  be  concluded  that  these  places  were  con- 
trived for  the  use  of  the  living,  and  not  of  the  dead.    Strabo  de- 
scribes the  habitations  of  the  Troglodytae  to  have  been  somewhat 
of  this  kind."    (Maundrell,  p.  1 18.)    The  Horites,  who  dwelt 
on  Mount  Seir,  were  Troglodytes,  as  their  name  imports ;  but 
those  mentioned  by  Strabo  were  on  each  side  of  the  Arabian  gulf* 
Mohammed  {Koran,  cap.  15,  and  24)  speaks  of  a  tribe  of  Ara- 
bians, the  tribe  of  Thamud,  "  who  hewed  houses  out  of  the  moun- 
t^ns  to  secure  themselves."    Thus,    because  of  the  Midianites 
the  children  of  Israel  made  them  the  dens  which  are  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  caves f  and  strong  holds,     {Judges  vi.  2.)     To  these 
they  betook  themselves  in  times  of  distress,  and  hostile  invasion. 
When  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  they  were  in  a  strccit,  (for  the 
people  were  distressed^  then  the  people  hid  themselves  in  caveSj 
and  in  thickets,  and  in  rocks,  and  in  high  places,  and  in  pits. 
(1  Sam,  xiii.  6.  Jer,  xli.  9.)     Therefore  to  enter  into  the  rock  ;  to 
go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks ;  and  into  the  caves  of  the  earth  ; 
was  to  them  a  very  proper  and  familiar  image  to  express  terror 
and  consternation.     The  prophet  Hosea  hath  carri^  the  same 
image  further,  and  added  great  strength  and  spirit  to  it  (cap.  x.  8). 
They  shall  say  to  the  mountains,  Cover  us;  and  to  the  hills,  Fall 
on  us  ;  which  image,  together  with  these  of  Isaiah,  is  adopted  by 
the  sublime  author  of  the  Revelation,  (cap,  vi.  15,  16)  who  fre- 
quently borrows  his  imagery  from  our  prophet.     Bp.  Lowth, 
in  he, 

EzEKiEL  viii.  7.  A  hole  in  the  wall,]  Caves,  and  other 
similar  subterraneous  recesses,  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the 
sun,  were  very  generally,  if  not  imiversally,  in  request  among 
nations  where  that  superstition  was  practised.  The  mountains  of 
Chusistan  at  this  day  abound  with  stupendous  excavations  of  this 
sort.  Allusive  to  this  kind  of  cavern  temple,  and  this  species  of 
devotion,  are  these  words  of  Ezekiel.  The  prophet  in  a  vision 
beholds,  and  in  the  most  sublime  manner  stigmatizes  the  horrible 
idolatrous  abominations  which  the  Israelites  had  borrowed  from 
their  Asiatic  neighbours  of  Chaldaea,  Egypt,  and  Persia.  And 
he  brought  me,  says  the  prophet,  to  the  door  of  the  court; 
and  when  I  looked,  behold,  a  hole  in  the  wall.  Then  said  he 
unto  me,  son  of  man,  dig  now  in  the  wall;  and,  when  I  had 
digged  in  the  wall,  behold,  a  door.  And  he  said  unto  me,  go  in, 
(that  is,  into  this  cavern  temple)  and  behold  the  wicked  abomi- 
nations that  they  do  there.  So  I  went  in,  and  saw,  and  behold, 
every  form  of  creeping  things,  and  abominable  beasts,  and  all 
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THE  IDOLS  of  the  house  of  Israel^  were  portrayed  upon  the 
WALL  ROUND  ABOUT.  In  this  subtciTaneous  temple  were  seventy 
men  of  the  ancients  of  the  house  of  Isrtzel,  and  their  employment 
was  of  a  nature  very  nearly  similar  to  that  of  the  priests  in  Salsette. 
They  stood  with  every  man  his  censer  in  his  hand,  and  a 
THICK  CLOUD  OF  INCENSE  WENT  UP.  Then  said  he  unto  me,  Son 
of  man^  hast  thou  seen  what  the  ancients  of  the  house  of  Israel 
do  in  THE  DARK,  every  man  in  the  chambers  of  his  imagery  ? 
In  Egypt,  to  the  particular  idolatry  of  which  country,  it  is  plain, 
from  his  rnQn^oniiig  every  form  of  creeping  things  and  abominable 
beasts,  the  prophet  in  this  place  alludes,  these  daik  secluded  re- 
cesses were  called  mystic  cells,  and  in  them  were  celebrated  the 
secret  mysteries  of  Isis  and  Osiris,  represented  by  the  quadrupeds 
sacred  to  those  deities.  Maurice's  Indian  Antiquities,  vol.  ii. 
p.  212.  , 

EzEKiEL  xxiii.  12 — 16.]  "The  Egjrptians  and  Ethiopians 
were  the  undoubted  descendants  of  Ham ;  so  possibly  mignt  be 
the  Hindoos,  and  consequently  all  must  be  supposed  to  have  been 
infected  with  the  original  idolatry  of  Chaldaea,  tfiat  primeval  coun- 
try, where  their  ancestors  so  long  resided.  This  passage  of 
Ezekiel  will  elucidate  the  superstitious  rites  practised  in  the  mys- 
tic cell  of  Egypt,  and  of  the  sculptures  portrayed  on  the  walls, 
both  of  those  cells,  and  the  caves  of  India.  Whoever  attentively 
considers  what,  from  various  authors,  and  some  of  such  unimpeach- 
able veracity  as  Niebuhr,  Hunter,  and  Perron,  has  been  related 
concerning  the  splendid  regal  ornaments  that  decorate  the  head 
and  neck ;  the  zones,  jewelled  or  serpentine,  that  gird  round  the 
waist  of  ihe  Indian  statues  ;  whoever,  in  India,  has  seen  the  pro- 
fusion of  vermilion  or  safiron,  with  which,  according  to  his  caste, 
die  devout  Hindoo  marks  both  his  own  forehead  and  that  of  the 
deity  he  adores,  must  agree  with  me,  that  no  allusion  to  these  orna- 
ments can  be  apparently  more  direct,  and  no,  description  of  the 
images  themselves  more  accurate,  than  this  of  Ezekiel.  UndSl*  the 
character  of  Aholibah,  an  abandoned  prostitute,  does  Jehovah 
thus  parabolically  stigmatize  the  idolatrous  devotion  of  the  apostate 
Judah.  She  doated  upon  the  Assyrians,  her  neighbours ;  captains 
and  rulers,  clothed  most  gorgeously  ;  and,  when  she  saw  men  portray- 
ed  upon  the  walls,  the  images  of  the  Chaldneans  portrayed  with 
vermilion,  girded  with  girdles  upon  their  loins,  exceeding  in  dyed 
attire  upon  their  heads,  all  of  them  princes  to  look  to,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Babylonians  of  Chaldea,  the  land  of  their  nativity  ; 
then,  as  soon  as  she  saw  them  with  her  eyes,  she  doated  upon 
them,  and  sent  messengers  unto  them  unto  Chaldea.  And  again, 
towards  the  close  of  the  same  chapter  it  is  said,  Moreover  this 
they  have  done  unto  me;  when  they  had  slain  their  children 
TO  THEIR  IDOLS ;  then  they  came,  the  same  day,  unto  my  sanc- 
tuary ioprofane  it. — And  furthermore,  ye  have  sent  for  men  to 
come  from  far,  unto  whom  a  messenger  was  sent,  and,  lo  !  they 
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came,  for  whom  thou  didst  wash  thyself,  (that  is,  perfonn  ab- 
lutions) PAINTEDST  thine  EYES,   AND  DECKEDST  THYSELF  WITH 

ORNAMENTS,  and  sattest  upon  a  stately  bed,  with  a  table  (that  is^ 
an  altar)  prepared  before  it,  whereupon  thou  hast  set 
MINE  INCENSE  AND  MINE  OIL.  And  a  voice  of  a  multitude,  being 
at  ease,  was  with  her,  and  with  the  men  of  the  common  sort  were 
brought  Sabians  (that  is,  worshippers  of  the  planets)  from  the 
wilderness,  who  put  bracelets  upon    their    hands,    and 

BEAUTIFUL    CROWNS    UPON   THEIR    HEADS."      MaURICe's  Indian 

Antiquities,  vol.  ii.  p.  375. 

Zephaniah  ii.  6.  And  the  sea-coast  shall  be  dwellings  and 
cottages  for  shepherds,  and  folds  for  Jlochs^  Abp.  NewcomeYiis^ 
remarked,  that  many  manuscripts  and  three  editions  have  a  single 
letter  in  one  of  these  words  more  than  appears  in  the  common 
editions  ;  which,  instead  of  Cherith,  gives  us  a  word  which  signi- 
fies caves;  and  he  thus  renders  the  words:  and  the  sea-^oast 
shall  be  sheep-cote^  ;  caves  for  shepherds,  and  folds  for  flocks. 
This  translation  will  appear  perfectly  correct  if  it  be  considered, 
that  the  mountains  bordering  on  the  S3nrian  coast  are  remarkable 
for  the  number  of  caves  in  them.  In  the  history  of  the  crusades 
it  is  particularly  mentioned  that  a  number  of  persons,  retired  with 
their  wives  and  children,  their  flocks  and  herds,  into  subterraneous 
caves  to  find  shelter  fi'om  the  enemy.  {Gesta  Dei  per  Francos^ 
p.  781.)    Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  60. 

chains  and  purple  raiment  marks  OF  distinction. 

Judges  viii.  ^.  The  chains  that  were  about  their  camels*  necks  J] 
These  chains  were  probably  like  those  which  Pococke  saw  in 
Egypt,  hanging  fi'om  the  bridles  of  the  agas  of  the  seven  military " 
bodies  of  that  country,  to  the  breast-plates  of  the  animals  on  which 
they  rode,  in  the  grand  procession  of  the  caravan,  about  setting 
out  for  Mecca.  They  were  undoubtedly  marks  of  distinction  and 
grandeur.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  134. 

Judges  viii.  26.  And  purple  raiment  that  was  on  the  kings  of 
Midian,]  Purple  seems  anciently  to  have  been  appropriateii  to 
kings,  and  to  them  only  on  whom  they  bestowed  it  It  is  here 
mentioned  by  the  sacred  historian  as  being  found  on  the  Midian- 
itish  kings.  A  garment  of  fine  linen  and  purple  is  given  to  a 
favourite  by  king  Ahasuerus,  Esther  viii.  15.  The  Jews  made  a 
decree  that  Simon  should  wear  purple  and  gold,  and  that  none  of 
the  people  should  wear  purple,  or  a  buckle  of  gold,  without  his 
permission,  in  token  that  he  was  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  Jews, 
1  Macab.  43.     Thus  also  Homer  describes  a  king : 

In  ample  mode 
A  robe  of  military  purple  flow'd 
0*er  all  his  frame :  illustrious  on  his  breast. 
The  double  clasping  gold  the  king  confessed. 

Odyss.  xix.  S61.    Pope. 

changing  of  garments  common  in  the  east. 
Psalms  cii.  26.     As  a  vesture  shall  thou  change  them,]    A 
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frequent  change  of  garments  is  very  common  in  the  East ;  and 
that,  both  to  show  respect  and  to  display  magnificence.  Thevenot 
tells  us  (part  i.  p.  86)  that  when  he  saw  the  grand  seignior  go  to 
the  new  mosque,  he  was  clad  in  a  satin  doliman  of  a  flesh  ccHour, 
and  a  vest  nearly  similar ;  but  when  he  had  said  his  prayers  there, 
he  changed  his  vest,  and  put  on  one  o£  a  particular  kind  of  green. 
To  this  frequent  change  of  vestments  amongst  the  great,  the 
Psalmist  may  allude  in  these  words.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  117. 

EccLES.  iii.  7,  A  time  to  sew.^  Putting  on  new  clothes  is 
thought  by  the  people  of  the  East  very  requisite  for  the  due 
solemnization  of  a  time  of  rejoicing.  Hasselquist  says  (p.  400) 
"  The  Turks,  even  the  poorest  of  them,  must  absolutely  have  new 
clothes  at  the  bairam,"  or  great  festival.  The  rending  mentioned 
in  this  verse  undoubtedly  refers  to  the  oriental  mode  of  expressing 
sorrow :  the  sewing  is  designed  as  an  opposite  to  it :  it  appears 
then  from  this  consideration,  connected  with  the  custom  now  men- 
tioned, to  intend  a  time  of  making  up  new  vestments,  rather  than, 
as  has  been  commonly  understood,  the  reparation  of  old  ones. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  119. 

CHANTING   IN   THE    SERVICE   OF   THE   TABERN'ACLE. 

Nehemiah  xii.  24.  And  the  chief  of  the  Levites  ;  Hashabiah, 
Sherebiahy  and  Jeshua  the  son  of  Kadmiel,  with  their  brethren 
over  (zgainst  them,  to  praise  and  give  thanks  according  to  the 
commandment  of  David  the  man  of  God,  ward  over  against 
wardJ]  "  Though  we  are  rather  at  a  loss  for  information  res- 
pecting the  usual  manner  and  ceremony  of  chanting  the  Hebrew 
poems ;  and  though  the  subject  of  this  (the  Jews')  sacred  music 
in  general  is  involved  in  doubt  and  obscurity,  thus  far  at  least  is 
evident  from  many  examples,  that  the  sacred  hymns  were  alter- 
nately sung  by  opposite  choirs ;  and  that  the  one  choir  usually 
performed  the  hymn  itself,  while  the  other  simg  a  particular  dis- 
tich, which  was  regularly  interposed  at  stated  intervals,  either  of 
the  nature  of  the  proasm  or  epode  of  the  Greeks.  Exod.  xv.  20, 
21,  Ezra  iii.  11,  1  Sam.  xviii.  7,  and  many  of  the  Psalms." 
Lowth's  Lect.  on  Hebrew  poetry,  vol.  ii.  p.  25. 

chaplet  of  flowers  worn  IN  the  east. 

Isaiah  xxviii.  1.  Woe  to  the  crown  of  pride,  to  the  drunkards 
of  Ephraim,  whose  glorious  beauty  »f  a  fading  flower*']  The  city 
of  Sebaste,  the  ancient  Samaria,  beautifully  situated  on  the  top  of 
a  round  hill,  and  surrounded  immediately  with  a  rich  valley  and 
a  circle  of  other  hills  beyond  it,  suggested  the  idea  of  a  chaplet, 
or  vnreath  of  flowers,  worn  upon  their  heads  on  occasions  of  fes- 
tivity ;  expressed  by  the  proud  crown  and  the  fading  flower  of 
the  drunkards.  That  this  custom  of  wearing  chaplets  in  their 
banquets  prevailed  among  the  Jews,  as  well  as  among  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  appears  from  Wisdom  ii.  7,  8.     Bp.  Lowth,  in  he. 
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CHARACTER  OF  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST. 

John  v.  35.  He  was  a  burning  and  a  shining  light]  This 
character  of  John  the  Baptist  is  perfectly  conformable  to  the  mode 
of  expression  adopted  by  the  clews.  It  was  usual  with  them  to 
call  any  person  who  was  celebrated  for  knowledge,  a  candle.  Thus 
they  say  that  Shuah,  the  father-in-law  of  Judah  {Gen.  xxxviii.  2)  " 
was  the  candle  or  light  of  the  place  where  he  livedo  because  he 
was  one  of  the  most  £unous  men  in  the  city,  enlightening  their 
eyes ;  hence  they  call  a  rabbin,  the  candle  of  the  law,  and  the 
lamp  of  Hght     Lightfoot's  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  550. 

character  of  the  medes. 

Isaiah  xiii.  17.  Behold,  I  will  stir  up  the  Medes  against 
them,  who  shall  not  regard  silver  f  and  as  for  gold,  they  shall  not 
delight  in  it.]  That  is,  they  were  not  to  be  induced  by  large 
offers  of  gold  and  silver  for  ransom  to  spare  the  lives  of  those 
whom  they  have  subdued  in  battle ;  their  rage  and  cruelty  will 
get  the  better  of  all  such  motives.  We  have  many  examples  in 
the  Iliad  and  the  i^neid  of  the  addresses  of  the  vanquished  to  the 

f>ity  and  avarice  of  the  vanquishers,  to  induce  them  to  spare  their 
ives. 

E§t  domus  alta ;  jacent  penitos  defossa  talenta 

Caelati  argenti :  sunt  auri  pondera  facti,  &c.        Mn,  x.  5$6. 

Hi^h  in  my  dome  are  silver  talents  roll'd, 

With  piles  of  laboured  and  unlaboured  gold : 

These,  to  procure  my  ransom,  I  resign — 

The  war  depends  not  on  a  life  like  mine. 

One,  one  poor  life  can  no  such  difference  yield. 

Nor  turn  thfr  mighty  balance  of  the  field. 

Thj  talents  (cried  the  prince),  thy  treasured  store, 

Keep  for  thy  sons. —  Pitt. 

Isaiah  xiii.  18.  Their  bows  also  shaM  dash  their  young  men  in 
pieces J\  Both  Herodotus  (i.  61)  and  Xenophon  {Anab.  iii.)  men- 
tion that  the  Persians  used  large  bows ;  and  the  latter  says  parti- 
cularly, that  their  bows  were  three  cubits  long  (Anab,  iv.)  They 
were  celebrated  for  their  archers,  Jer.  xlix.  35.  Probably  their 
neighbours  and  allies,  the  Medes,  dealt  much  in  the  same  sort  of 
arms.  In  Psalm  xviii.  34,  and  Job  xx.  ^,  mention  is  made  of  a 
bow  of  brass.  If  the  Persian  bows  were  of  metal,  we  may  easily 
conceive  that  with  a  metalline  bow  of  three  cubits  length  and 
proportionably  strong,  the  soldiers  might  dash  and  slay  the  young 
men,  the  weaker  and  unresisting  part  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the 
general  carnage  on  taking  the  city.    Sp.  Lowth,  in  loc, 

CHARIOTS  OF  IRON* 

Joshua  xvii.  16.  Chariots  of  iron.]  This  does  not  intimate 
that  the  chariots  were  made  of  iron,  but  that  they  were  armed  with 
it  Such  chariots  were  by  the  ancients  called  currus  falcati ;  and 
in  Greek  Spciravo^vpac.  They  had  a  kind  of  scythes  of  about 
two  cubits  long  fastened  to  long  axle-trees  on  both  wheels :  these 
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being  driven  swiftly  through  a  body  of  men  made  great  slaugh- 
ter, mowing  them  down  like  grass  or  com^  See  Xenophon, 
Cyro-Pdeditti  lib.  vi.  Quintus  Curtius^  lib.  iv.  cap.  9. 

CHARM   OF   INSTRUMENTAL   MUSIC  IN   THE   EAST. 

1  Sam.  xvi.  17.  And  Saul  said  unto  his  seroantSy  provide  me 
now  a  man  that  can  play  well,  and  bring  him  unto  me.]  This 
command  of  Saul  might  originate  in  a  desire  to  obtain  such  a  per- 
son as  might  by  his  skill  in  pla3dng  equally  contribute  to  his 
gratification  and  state.  It  seems  to  have  formed  a  part  of  royal 
eastern  magnificence  to  have  had  men  of  this  description  about  the 
court  "  Professed  story  tellers,"  it  may  also  be  observed,  "  are 
of  early  date  in  the  East  Even  at  this  day  men  of  rank  have 
generally  one  or  more,  male  or  female,  amongst  their  attendants, 
who  amuse  them  and  their  women,  when  melancholy,  vexed,  or 
indisposed;  and  they  are  generally  employed  to  lull  them  to 
sleep.  Many  of  their  tales  are  highly  amusing^  especially  those 
of  rersian  origin,  or  such  as  have  been  written  on  their  model. 
They  were  thought  so  dangerous  by  Mohammed,  that  he  expressly 
prohibited  them  in  the  Koran."  Richardson's  Dissert,  on  the 
Manners  of  the  East,  p.  69. 

1  Sam.  xvi.  23.  And  it  came  to  pass  when  the  evil  spirit  from 
God  was  upon  Saul,  that  David  took  a  harp,  and  played  with  his 
hand ;  so  Saul  was  refreshed,  and  was  well,  and  the  evil  spirit 
departed  from  him.]  The  power  of  music  upon  the  affections  is 
very  great  Its  effect  upon  Saul  was  no  more  than  it  haa  pro- 
duced in  many  other  instances.  Timotheus  the  musician  could 
excite  Alexander  the  Great  to  arms  with  the  Phrygian  sound,  and 
allay  his  fury  with  another  tone,  and  excite  him  to  merriment  So 
Eric,  king  of  Denmark,  by  a  certain  musician  could  be  driven  to 
such  a  fiiry,  as  to  kill  some  of  his  best  and  most  trusty  servants. 
{Ath.  Kiroh.  Phonurg.  1.  ii.  s.  1.  Is.  Vossius  de  Poematum  cantH  et 
rythmi  viribus). 

CHIEF   SHEPHERD  IN    EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

1  Peter  v.  4.  Chief  shepherd^  In  ancient  times,  when  flocks 
and  herds  of  cattle  were  very  numerous,  the  care  of  them  required 
the  attention  of  many  shepherds  ;  and  that  every  thing  might  be 
conducted  with  regularity,  it  was  necessary  that  one  should  preside 
over  the  rest.  This  we  find  was  necessary ;  and  hence,  in  1  Sam. 
xxi.  7,  we  read  that  Doeg  was  the  chief  of  the  herdsmen  that  be- 
longed to  Saul ;  and  in  some  curious  remarks  on  the  sheep-walks 
of  Spain,  published  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  May,  1764, 
we  are  informed,  that  in  this  country  (where  it  is  not  at  all  surpri- 
sing to  meet  with  eastern  customs  still  preserved  from  the  Moors) 
they  have  to  this  day,  over  each  flock  of  sheep,  a  chief  shepherd. 
"  Ten  thousand  compose  a  flock,  which  is  divided  into  ten  tribes. 
One  man  has  the  conduct  of  all.  He  must  be  the  owner  of  four 
or  five  hundred  sheep,  strong,  active,  vigilant,  intelligent  in  pas- 
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ture,  in  weather,  and  in  the  diseases  of  sheep.  He  has  absolute 
dominion  over  fifty  shepherds  and  fifty  dogs,  five  of  each  to  a 
tribe.  He  chooses  them,  he  chastises  them,  or  discharges  them 
at  will.  He  is  the  pnepositus  or  the  chief  shepherd  of  the  whole 
flock." 

John  x.  L  He  that  entereth  not  by  the  door  into  the  sheep- 
fold,  but  climbeth  up  some  other  way,  the  same  is  a  thief  and  a 
robber. "]  The  sheepfold  was  an  inclosure  sometimes  in  the  manner 
of  a  building,  and  made  of  stone,  or  fenced  with  reeds.  In  it  was 
a  large  door,  at  which  the  shepherd  went  in  and  out,  when  he  led 
in  or  brought  out  the  sheep^  At  tithing,  which  was  done  in  the 
sheepfold,  they  made  a  little  door,  so  that  two  lambs  could  not 
come  out  together.  To  this  inclosure  there  is  an  allusion  in  these 
words. 

John  X.  3.  Calleth  his  own  sheep  by  name."]  ^^This  is  an 
allusion  to  the  customs  of  Judea,  where  snepherds  had  names  for 
their  sheep,  which  answered  to  them  as  dogs  and  horses  do  with 
us,  following  to  the  pasture  ground,  and  wherever  their  shepherds 
thought  fit  to  lead  them.    Macknioht's  Harmony,  vol.  ii.  p.  455. 

John  x*.  4.  And  when  he  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  he  goeth 
before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him,  for  they  know  his  voice."] 
Polybius,  in  the  beginning,  of  his  twelroi  book,  tells  us,  that  the 
flocks  in  the  island  of  Cymon,  upon  the  landing  of  any  strangers 
in  order  to  lay  hold  of  them,  immediately  run  away ;  but  that  when 
the  shepherd,  upon  observing  the  attempt,  stoutly  blows  his  horn, 
they  immediately  scamper  towards  it.  Nor,  says  he,  is  it  at  all 
wonderfiil  that  they  should  be  thus  compliant  with  the  sound,  since 
in  Italy  the  keepers  of  swine  do  not  observe  the  custom  of  Greece 
in  following  their  herd,  but  going  before  them  to  some  distance,  they 
sound  their  horn,  and  the  herd  immediately  follow  them,  flocking 
to  the  sound.  And  so  accustomed  are  they  to  their  own  horn,  as 
to  excite  no  little  astonishment  at  the  first  hearing  of  it.  Bulk- 
ley's  Notes  on  the  Bible. 

CHILDREN  OF  ISRAEL. 

Gen.  1.  25.  7%«  children  of  Israel.']  Though  the  people  were 
very  numerous,  they  were  still  called  the  children  of  Israel,  as  if 
they  had  been  but  one  family ;  in  the  same  manner  as  they  said,  the 
children  of  Edom,  the  children  of  Moab,  &c.  Indeed  all  these 
people  were  still  distinct :  they  knew  their  own  origin,  and  took  a 
pride  in  preserving  the  name  of  their  author.  Thence  probably  it 
comes,  tnat  the  name  of  children  signified,  with  the  ancients,  a  na- 
tion, or  certain  sort  of  people.  Homer  often  says,  the  children  of 
the  Greeks,  and  the  children  of  the  Trojans.  The  Greeks  used  to 
say,  the  children  of  the  physicians  and  grammarians.  With  the 
Hebrews,  the  children  of  the  East,  are  the  eastern  people ;  the 
children  of  Belial,  the  wicked;  the  children  of  man,  or  Adam, 
mankind.  In  the  gospel  we  often  see,  the  children  of  this  world ; 
of  darkness ;  and  of  light ;  and  also,  the  children  of  the  bride- 
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groom  for  those  who  go  along  with  him  to  the  wedding.  Fleury's 
Hist,  of  Israelites f  p.  18. 

CHILDREN  OFTEN  DERIVE  HONOUR  FROM  THEIR  PARENTS. 

Prov.  xvii.  6.  The  glory  of  children  are  their  fathers.^  The 
Jews  often  added  the  father's  name^  either  for  the  sake  of  distinc- 
tion or  respect^  to  show  that  the  father  was  a  man  of  renown. 
Perhaps  Solomon  had  this  custom  in  view  when  he  said,  the  glory 
of  children  are  their  fathers.  Thus  we  see  in  Homer y  that  the 
Greeks  took  the  paternal  name  for  a  mark  of  honour  {Iliad  x.  68). 
Sometimes  the  mother's  name  was  given  for  the  surname ;  as  when 
the  father  had  many  wives,  or  when  the  mother  was  of  the  better 
family.  So  Joab  and  his  brethren  are  always  called  the  sons  of 
Zeruiah,  who  was  David's  sister,  1  Chron.  ii.  16.  If  the  name  of 
the  father  were  not  distinction  enough,  they  added  the  grandfather's, 
as  Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikam  the  son  of  Shaphan,  Jer.  xxxix. 
14.  Sometimes  a  surname  was  taken  from  the  head  of  a  particular 
branch,  from  a  town,  a  country,  or  a  nation,  if  they  were  originally 
strangers ;  as  Uriah  the  Hittite,  Araunah  the  Jebusite.  Fleury's 
Hist,  of  the  Israelites,  p.  21. 

choice  of  a  companion  to  travel  with  PAUL. 

2  Cor.  viii.  19.  Who  was  also  chosen  by  the  churches  J]  This 
choice  was  by  the  suflSrage  of  the  churches,  performed  by  holding 
up  hands.  It  was  derived  from  an  ancient  custom  of  the  Atheni- 
ans in  the  choice  of  their  magistrates.  The  candidates  being  pro- 
posed to  the  people,  they  showed  their  choice  by  holding  up  their 
hands.  He  who  had  the  most  was  declared  duly  elected.  Thus 
there  was  a  brother  appointed  by  the  suffrage  of  the  churches  to 
travel  along  with  Paul,  and  convey  their  alms  to  the  poor  saints  in 
Judea.     See  also  Acts  xiv.  23. 

CHRIST  AN  intercessor, 

Heb.  v.  7.  When  he  had  offered  up  prayers  and  supplica- 
tions^l  The  word  for  supplications  signifies  branches  of  olive 
•  trees  covered  with  wool  {Harpocratian  Lex.  p.  \52.  Alex,  ab 
Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  v.  c.  3),  which  such  as  sued  for  peace  car- 
ried in  their  hands.  Hence  it  came  to  signify  supplications  for 
peace.  Gill,  in  loc. 

christian  liberty  the  gift  of  the  saviour. 

John  viii.  36.  If  the  son  therefore  shall  make  you  free,  ye 
shall  be  free  indeed.^  By  some  commentators  it  has  been  supposed, 
that  Christ  alludes  to  the  mode  of  adoption  called  aSEX^o^reo-ia, 
but  Dr.  Gill  refers  it  rather  to  a  custom  among  the  Romans  of 
a  son's  making  free,  after  his  father's  death,  such  as  were  born 
slaves  in  his  house.  Perhaps  there  may  be  also  some  reference 
to  such  sort  of  persons  among  the  Jews  as  were  partly  servants 
and  partly  free ;  such  as  were  servants  to  two  partners,  and  were 
made  free  by  one  of  them;  or  who  had  paid  half  the  price  of 
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redemption^  but  left  the  other  half  due :  of  a  person  in  such 
circumstances  it  is  said,  he  may  not  eat  of  his  master's  lamb  at  the 
passover^ 

CHRISTIANS  AT  CORINTH  MET  IN  A  SCHOOL-ROOM. 

Acts  xix.  9.  Disputing  daily  in  the  school  of  one  TyrannusJ] 
Among  the  Jews  tnere  were  two  kinds  of  schools,  wherein  the 
law  was  taught;  private  and  public.  Their  private  schools  were 
those  wherein  a  doctor  of  the  law  entertained  his  scholars,  and 
were  usually  styled  houses  of  learning.  Their  public  schools 
were  those  where  their  consistories  sat  to  resolve  all  difficulties 
and  differences  of  the  law.  The  method  of  teaching  adopted  in 
the  schools  is  observable  in  the  scripture.  When  Jesus  Christ 
was  twelve  years  of  age,  he  was  foimd  in  the  temple,  in  the  midst 
of  the  doctors,  hearing  them,  and  asking  them  questions.  {Luke  ii. 
46.)  St.  Paul  says,  tnat  he  had  studied  at  the  feet  of  GamalieL 
{Acts  xxii.  3.)  Philo  says,  that  among  the  Essenes,  the  children 
sat  at  the  feet  of  their  masters,  who  interpreted  the  law,  and  ex- 
plained the  figurative  and  allegorical  sense  of  it,  after  the  maimer 
of  the  ancient  philosophers.  Among  the  Hebrews,  the  rabbins 
sat  on  chairs  that  were  raised;  those  scholars,  who  were  the 
greatest  proficients,  were  placed  on  benches  just  below  their  mas- 
ters, and  the  younger  sort  sat  on  the  ground  on  hassocks.  The 
master  taught  either  by  himself  or  by  an  interpreter ;  if  he  used 
an  interpreter  he  spoke  Hebrew,  and  the  interpreter  explained 
it  in  the  vulgar  tongue.  If  the  scholars  desired  to  propose 
any  question  to  the  master,  they  addressed  themselves  to  the 
interpreter,  who  proposed  it  to  the  rabbin,  and  reported  his 
answer.— Calmet  s  Dictionary  of  the  Bible ^  art.  School. 

CHRISTIAN  UNITY  DESCRIBED. 

EpHESiANS  ii.  19.  Ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners^ 
hut  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints. 1  Sojourners  and  strangers  in 
Greece  "  were  permitted  to  dwell  in  the  city,  and  follow  their  own 
business  without  disturbance,  but  could  not  be  entrusted  with  any 
public  office,  give  their  votes  in  the  assemblies,  or  have  any  share 
in  the  government;  being  obliged  to  sit  still  as  spectators  in  a 
theatre,  without  intermeddling,  or  any  way  concerning  themselves, 
with  state  affairs ;  and  patiently  submit  to  the  decrees  enacted  by 
the  citizens,  and  observe  all  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  country. 
They  were  not  allowed  to  act  any  thing,  or  manage  any  business, 
in  then-  own  names,  but  were  obliged  to  choose  out  of  thej  citizens 
one,  to  whose  care  and  protection  they  would  commit  themselves, 
and  whose  duty  it  was  to  defend  them  fi'om  all  violence  and  op- 
pression."    Potter's  Archceol.  Grcec.  vol.  i.  p.  55. 

CHRIST  interrogated  OF  THE  HIGH  PRIEST. 

Mark  xiv.  61.  The  high-priest  asked  him^  and  said  unto  him, 
Art  thou  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  blessed?]  It  is  observable,  that 
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the  peculiar  attribute  of  deity  is  here  used  to  express  the  divine 
nature.  Supreme  happiness  is  properly  considered  as  belonging 
to  God :  and  as  all  comfort  flows  from  him,  suitable  ascriptions 
of  praise  and  glory  are  his  due.  But  this  form  of  speech  was 
conformable  to  the  ancient  custom  of  the  Jews,  who,  when  the 
priest  in  the  sanctuary  rehearsed  the  name  of  God,  used  to  answer, 
"  Blessed  be  his  name  for  ever."  The  title  of  the  blessed  one  in 
their  language  signified  as  much  as  the  holy  one ;  and  both,  or 
either  of  them,  the  God  of  Israel.  Hence  sucl^  expressions  are 
very  frequent  in  the  rabbins.     See  also  Rom.  i.  25.  2  Cor.  xi.31. 

CHRIST  PRAYING  FOR  LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

Matt,  xix.  13.  Then  were  there  brought  unto  him  little 
children,  that  he  should  put  his  hands  on  them  and  pray.^ 
It  appears  to  have  been  customary  amon^  the  Jews,  when  one 
prayed  for  another  who  was  present,  to  lay  his  hand  upon  the 
person's  head. — Campbell's  Translation  of  the  Gospels^  note. 

Matt.  xix.  13.]  That  he  should  put  his  hands  on  them, 
and  pray. 1  It  was  common  with  the  Jews  to  bring  their  children 
to  venerable  persons,  men  of  note  for  religion  and  piety,  to  have 
their  blessing  and  prayers.     Gen.  xlviii.  14. 

Christ's  miracle  of  the  five  thousand. 

Matt.  xiv.  20.  They,  took  up  of  the  fragments  that  remained, 
twelve  baskets  full.]  The  reason  why  they  were  so  easily  supplied 
with  such  a  number  of  baskets  in  a  desert  place,  might  be  a  cus- 
tom which  the  Jews  have  of  carrying  baskets  with  hay  and  straw, 
in  commemoration  of  what  they  did  in  Egypt,  when  they  were 
obliged  to  carry  bricks  in  baskets,  and  to  go  about  and  pick  up 
straw  to  make  bricks.  Hence  Martial  {Epigram,  1.  v.  ep.  17) 
calls  a  Jew  cistifer,  a  basket-bearer. 

John  vi.  11.  And  Jesus  took  the  loaves,  and  when  he  had  given 
thanks,  he  distributed  to  the  disciplesJ]  Gratitude  to  God  for  the 
common  blessings  of  providence  is  certainly  the  duty  of  those  who 
enjoy  them ;  and  is  very  properly  expressed  by  giving  thanks  on 
their  reception.  Such  a  practice  we  find  to  have  prevailed  both 
amongst  heathens,  Jews,  and  Christians. 

That  it  prevailed  amongst  the  heathens  is  certain  from  the  fol- 
lowing testimonies.  Athemsus  says  {Deipnosoph.  lib.  ii.)  that  in 
the  famous  regulation  made  by  Amphictyon,  king  of  Athens,  with 
respect  to  the  use  of  wine,  both  in  sacrifices  and  at  home,  he  re- 
quired that  the  name  of  Jupiter  the  sustainer  should  be  decently 
and  reverendy  pronounced.  The  same  writer  (lib.  iv.  p.  149) 
quotes  Hermeias,  an  author  extant  in  his  time,  who  mentions  a 
people  in  Egypt,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Naucratis,  whose  cus- 
tom it  was  on  certain  occasions,  after  they  had  placed  themselves 
in  the  usual  posture  of  eating  at  the  table,  to  rise  again  and  kneel; 
the  priest  then  chanted  a  grace  according  to  a  stated  form  amongst 
them,  after  which  they  joined  in  the  meal  in  a  solemn  sacrificial 
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manner.  It  was  also  a  religious  usage  amongst  the  ancient 
Greeks,  and  derived  to  them  from  yet  older  ages.  Clement  of 
Alexandria  informs  us,  that  when  they  met  together  to  refresh 
themselves  with  the  juice  of  the  grape,  they  sung  a  piece  of  music, 
which  they  called  a  scholion.  Livy  (lib.  39)  speaks  of  it  as  a  settled 
custom  amongst  the  old  Romans,  that  they  offered  sacrifice  and 
prayer  to  the  gods  at  their  meals.  But  one  of  the  fullest  testimo- 
nies to  our  purpose  is  given  by  Quintilian,  {Dedam.  301)  Adisti 
mensaniy  ad  qumm  cum  venire  ccepimus  deos  invocamus.  We  ap- 
proached the  table,  and  then  invoked  the  gods. 

Trigantius  a  Jesuit,  in  his  narrative  of  the  expedition  of  their 
missionaries  into  China,  (b.  i,  p.  69)  says  of  the  Chinese,  that  "be- 
fore they  place  themselves  for  partaking  of  an  entertainment,  the 
person  who  makes  it  sets  a  vessel,  either  of  gold,  or  silver,  or 
marble,  or  some  such  valuable  material,  in  a  charger  full  of  wine, 
which  he  holds  with  both  his  hands,  and  then  makes  a  low  bow 
to  the  person  of  chief  quality  or  character  at  the  table.  Then 
from  the  hall  or  dining-room  he  goes  into  the  porch  or  entry, 
where  he  again  makes  a  very  low  bow,  and,  turning  his  face  to 
the  south,  pours  out  this  wine  upon  the  ground  as  a  thankful  ob- 
lation to  the  Lord  of  heaven.  Afler  this,  repeating  his  reverential 
obeisance,  he  returns  into  the  hall. 

As  to  the  sentiments  and  behaviour  of  the  Jews  on  this  point, 
Josephusy  detailing  the  customs  of  the  Essenes,  says,  that  the 
priest  begs  a  blessing  before  they  presume  to  take  any  nourish- 
ment ;  and  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  great  sin  to  take  or  taste  before. 
And  when  the  meal  is  over,  the  priest  prays  again ;  and  the  com- 
pany with  him  bless  and  praise  God,  as  their  preserver,  and  the 
donor  of  their  life  and  nourishment.  From  the  Hebrew  ritual  it^ 
appears,  that  the  Jews  had  their  hymns  and  psalms  of  thanks- 
giving not  only  afler  eating  their  passover,  but  on  a  variety  of 
other  occasions,  at  and  afler  meals,  and  even  between  their  several 
courses  and  dishes ;  as  when  the  best  of  their  wine  was  brought 
upon  the  table,  or  the  fruit  of  the  garden. 

The  practice  of  the  Jews  is  farther  discovered  by  the  conduct 
of  Christ.  After  eating  the  passover,  himself  and  the  disciples 
sung  an  hymn,  Matt.  xxvi.  30.  Learned  men  have  thought  this 
hymn  to  have  been  some  stated  form  in  use  among  the  Jews. 
Others  say  it  was  part  of  the  book  of  Psalms.  However  that  be, 
the  Jews  are  said  to  have  their  zemiroih,  verses  or  songs  of  thanks- 
giving, to  this  day.  We  may  also  observe,  that  when  Christ 
supped  with  the  two  disciples  at  Emmaus,  he  took  bread  and 
blessed  it,  Luke  xxiv.  30. 

The  primitive  Christians  appear  universally  to  have  observed 
this  custom.  We  read  that  St.  Paul,  when  he  had  spoken,  took 
bread,  and  gave  thanks  to  God  in  the  presence  of  them  all,  and 
when  he  had  broken  it,  began  to  eat.  Acts  xxvii.  35.  In  the  days 
immediately  following  the  apostles,  we  trace  this  practice  in  the 
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writings  of  the  fathers,  particularly  in  the  Clementine  constitutions, 
in  CJirysostom,  and  Origen. 

Christ's  miraculous  healing  of  the  blind. 

John  ix.  6.  He  spat  on  the  ground^  and  made  clay  of  the 
spittle."]  This  was  done,  observes  Mr.  Wootton,  {MisceL  Disc.  vol. 
ii.  p.  103)  to  show  his  divine  authority  in  using  means  to  human 
reason  the  most  improper,  and  that  too  on  the  sabbath,  directly  in 
opposition  to  a  rule  established  by  the  Jews,  which,  though  good 
and  just  in  itself,  was  superstitious  and  cruel  when  applied  to  the 
case  of  healing  on  the  sabbath-day.  Maimonides  says,  that  it 
was  particularly  forbidden  to  put  fasting  spittle  upon  or  into  the 
eyes  of  a  blind  man  on  the  sabbath-day.  The  Jews  were  not  the 
only  persons  who  superstitiously  used  spittle.  It  was  considered 
by  the  Greeks  as  a  charm  against  fascination,  l^heocritus  makes 
Damaetas  thus  express  himself: 

Slq  fj,n  ffao-KaifBat  h,  r^tg  tvrvo-tt  UQ  BfjLOv  xoXtrov.  Idyl,  vi. 

The  Romans  had  also  the  same  opinion  of  it.  On  the  day  when 
an  infant  was  named,  (which  for  girls  was  the  eighth,  for  boys  the 
ninth,  after  birth)  the  grandmother  or  aunt,  moving  round  in  a 
circle,  rubbed  with  her  middle  finger  the  child's  forehead  with 
spittle,  which  was  hence  called  htstralis  saliva. 

[christ's  secreting  himself  explained. 

John  v.  13.  He  conveyed  himself  away  J]  Doddridge  (in  loc.) 
translates  the  word  eZ^vevaev,  slipped  away,  and  observes  from 
Casaubon,  that  it  is  an  elegant  metaphor  borrowed  from  swim- 
ming; it  well  expresses  the  easy  unobserved  manner  in  which 
Jesus  as  it  were  glided  through  them,  while,  like  a  stream  of 
water,  they  opened  before  him,  and  immediately  closed  again, 
leaving  no  trace  of  the  way  he  had  taken. 

Christ's  sufferings  in  the  garden,  &c. 

Matt.  xxvi.  39.  And  fell  on  his  face,  and  prayed.]  This 
gesture  was  sometimes  used  by  the  Jews  in  prayer,  when  they 
were  in  circumstances  of  peculiar  perplexity.  One  of  their  own 
writers  thus  describes  it :  "  when  they  fall  upon  their  faces,  they 
do  not  stretch  out  their  hands  and  their  feet,  but  incline  on  their 
sides,  saying,  O  my  father,  abba,  father."     Gill,  in  loc. 

Matt.  xxvi.  67.  Then  did  they  spit  in  his  face.]  This 
instance  of  contempt  and  reproach  offered  to  Christ  was,  at  the 
same  time,  an  expression  of  malice,  and  a  compliance  with  cus- 
tom. The  practice  has  descended  to  later  generations;  for,  in 
the  year  1744,  when  a  rebel  prisoner  was  brought  before  Nadir 
Shah's  general,  "  the  soldiers  were  ordered  to  spit  in  his  face,  an 
indignity  of  great  antiquity  in  the  East."  Hanway's  Travels, 
vol.  i.  p.  298. 

Matt.  xxvi.  68;  Who  is  he  that  smote  thee.]  Some  learned 
men  have  observed,  that  there  was  a  play  formerly  used,  called 
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by  the  ancients  fcoXXaSicr/uoc ;  at  which,  one  person  having  his 
face  covered,  the  rest  smote  him ;  or  one  put  his  hands  over  his 
eyes,  and  another  smote,  or  asked  him  who  it  was  that  smote.  In 
this  ludicrous  way  did  they  use  and  mock  Christ.     Gill,  in  loc. 

Matt,  xxvii.  11.  And  Jesus  stood  before  the  governor.']  It 
was  the  custom  for  the  judge  to  sit,  and  those  who  were  judged 
to  stand,  especially  whilst  witness  was  given  against  them.  The 
rabbins  observe,  that  the  witnesses  in  giving  their  testimony 
should  also  stand.     Gill,  in  loc* 

Matt,  xxvii.  ^4.  He  took  water,  and  washed  his  hands 
before  the  multitude.']  This  was  in  conformity  to  a  custom  among 
the  Jews,  whereby  they  testified  their  innocence  as  to  the  com- 
mission of  murder,  Deut.  xxi,  6,  7,  Psalm  xxvi.  6 ;  or  to  a 
Gentile  one  used  when  murder  was  committed,  for  the  lustration 
or  expiation  of  it.     (Chid  Fast.  1.  2.) 

Matt,  xxvii.  S4.  He  took  water,  and  washed  his  hands,  be- 
fore the  multitude,  saying,  I  am  innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  just 
person.]  There  are  two  ways  in  which  Pilate  is  said  to  have 
given  testimony  to  the  innocence  of  the  life,  and  the  reality  of  the 
death  of  Jesus  Christ.  First,  by  an  express  written  to  Tiberius ; 
and  by  him  presented  to  the  senate ;  and  also  by  records  written 
on  tables,  of  all  things  of  moment  which  occurred  during  his 
government.  These  proceedings  were  agreeable  to  a  general 
custom,  whereby  all  the  governors  of  the  provinces  gave  an 
account  to  the  emperor,  of  all  such  passages  as  were  most 
remarkable  (Euseb,  Eccles.  Hist.  lib.  ii.  c.  2),  with  regard  to 
the  written  records,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  ancient  Romans 
constantly  preserved  the  remembrance  of  all  such  remarkable 
things  as  happened  in  the  city.  This  was  done  either  in  their 
acta  senatus,  or  acta  diurna  populi,  which  were  diligently  made 
and  kept  at  Rome.  In  the  same  manner  the  governors  of  the 
provinces  took  care  that  every  thing  worthy  of  notice  should  be 
written  on  public  tables,  and  properly  preserved.  Agreeably  to 
this  custom  Pontius  Pilate  kept  the  memoirs  of  the  Jewish 
affairs,  which  were  therefore  called  acta  Pilati;  and  in  which 
was  given  a  particular  account  of  Christ.  To  these  memorials 
the  primitive  Christians  appealed  in  their  disputes  with  the  Gen- 
tiles, as  to  a  most  undoubted  testimony.  Pearson  on  the  Creed, 
p.  198,  8th  edit.  (See  Jones's  New  Method,  vol.  ii.  p.  404.) 

Matt,  xxvii.  25.  His  blood  be  on  us  and  on  our  children^] 
This  imprecation  appears  to  have  been  remarkably  fiilfiUed  in  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by 
Titus.  A  strong  correspondence  may  be  traced  between  their  sin 
and  their  punishment*  "  They  put  Jesus  to  death,  when  the 
nation  was  assembled  to  celebrate  the  passover :  and  when  the 
nation  too  was  assembled  to  celebrate  the  passover,  Titus  shut 
them  up  within  the  walls  of  Jerusalem.  The  rejection  of  the  true 
Messiah  was  their  crime :  and  the  following  of  false  Messiahs  to 
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their  destruction  was  their  punishment.  They  sold  and  bought 
Jesus  as  a  slave :  and  they  themselves  were  afterwards  sold  and 
bought  as  slaves,  at  the  lowest  prices.  They  preferred  a  robber 
and  murderer  to  Jesus,  whom  they  crucified  between  two  thieves: 
and  they  themselves  were  afterwards  infe^ed  with  bands  of 
thieves  and  robbers.  They  put  Jesus  to  death,  lest  the  Romans 
should  come  and  take  away  their  place  and  nation:  and  the 
Romans  did  come  and  take  away  their  place  and  nation.  They 
crucified  Jesus  before  the  walls  of  Jerusalem:  and  before  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem  they  themselves  were  crucified,  in  such  num- 
bers, that  it  is  said  room  was  wanting  for  the  crosses,  and  crosses 
for  the  bodies."     Newton  on  the  Prophecies^  vol.  ii.  p.  354. 

Matt,  xxvii.  31.  And  led  him  away  to  crucify  Am.] 
Capital  punishments,  both  among  the  Jews  and  Romans,  were 
inflicted  without  their  cities.  This  was  particularly  observed  in 
the  crucifixion  of  malefactors. 

Credo  ego  isthuc,  eztemplo  tibi 
Esse  eundum  aotutum  extra  urbem  dispessis  manilwfl, 
Patibalum  cum  babebis.  Plautus. 

Cum  Mamertini  more  atque  institute  suo  crucem  fixissent  post 
urbem  in  via  Pompeid.     Tull. 

Matt,  xxvii.  35.  And  parted  his  garments,']  They  stripped 
Christ  of  his  clothes  before  they  fixed  him  to  the  cross,  and 
crucified  him  naked,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  Romans.  (Lipsius 
de  Cruce,  lib.  ii.  c.  7.) 

Matt,  xxvii.  36.  And  sitting  down  they  watched  him  there.'] 
It  was  usual  with  the  Romans  to  set  a  soldier,  or  soldiers,  to 
watch  those  who  were  crucified,  not  only  before  they  expired, 
but  after  they  were  dead,  lest  they  should  be  taken  down  and 
buried.     (Lipsius  de  Cruce,  1.  ii.  c.  16.) 

CHRIST  TAUGHT  IN  THE  JEWISH  SYNAGOGUES. 

Matt.  iv.  28.  And  Jesus  went  about  all  Galilee,  teaching  in 
their  synagogues.]  The  scribes  ordinarily  taught  in  the  syna- 
gogues: but  it  was  not  confined  to  them,  as  it  appears  that 
Christ  did  the  same.  It  has  been  questioned  by  what  right 
Christ  and  his  apostles,  who  had  no  public  character  among  the 
Jews,  taught  in  their  synagogues,  in  answer  to  this  Dr.  Light* 
foot  observes,  that  though  this  liberty  was  not  allowed  to  any 
illiterate  person  or  mechanic,  but  to  the  learned  only;  they 
granted  it  to  prophets  and  workers  of  miracles ;  and  such  as  set 
up  for  heads  and  leaders  of  new  sects ;  in  order  that  they  might 
inform  themselves  of  their  dogmata,  and  not  condemn  them 
unheard  and  unknown.  Under  these  characters  Christ  and  his 
apostles  were  admitted  to  this  privilege.  Jennings's  Jewish  Ant. 
vol.  ii.  p.  54. 

Matt.  vii.  29.  For  he  taught  them  as  one  having  authority, 
and  not  as  the  scribes.]    When  the  scribes  delivered  any  thing  to 
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the  people,  they  used  to  say,  "  our  rabbins^  or  our  wise  men,  say 
so."  Such  as  were  on  the  side  of  Hillel  made  use  of  his  name» 
and  those  who  were  on  the  side  of  Shammai  made  use  of  his. 
Scarcely  ever  would  they  venture  to  say  any  thing  as  of  them- 
selves. But  Christ  spake  boldly,  of  himself,  and  did  not  go 
about  to  support  his  doctrine  by  the  testimony  of  the  elders. 
Gill,  in  loc, 

CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  TO  BE  DECORATED  AS  A  PALACE. 

Isaiah  liv.  12.  I  will  make  thy  windows  of  agates ^  and  thy 
gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all  thy  borders  of  pleasant  stones,"]  The 
meaning  of  this  passage  must  be,  ^^  I  will  inlay  the  mouldings, 
and  other  members  of  the  architecture  which  ornament  thee  as  a 
palace,  with  the  most  valuable  decorations,"  as  royal  halls  are 
adorned  in  the  East. 

"  The  first  object  that  attracts  attention,"  says  Franklin,  (His- 
tory of  Shah  Allum),  is  the  dewan  aum,  or  public  hall  of 
audience  for  all  descriptions  of  people.  It  is  situated  at  the 
upper  end  of  a  spacious  square :  and  tnough  at  present  much  in 
decay,  is  a  noble  building.  On  each  side  of  the  dewan  aum,  and 
all  round  the  square,  are  apartments  of  two  stories  in  height,  the 
walls  and  front  of  which,  in  the  times  of  the  splendor  of  the 
empire,  were  adorned  with  a  profusion  of  the  richest  tapestry, 
velvets,  and  silks.  The  nobles  vying  with  each  other  in  render- 
ing them  the  most  magnificent,  especially  on  festivals  and  days  of 
public  rejoicings,  which  presented  a  grand  sight.  See  Esther 
i.  6.     From  hence  we  went  to  the  dewan  khass. 

^^  This  building  likewise  is  situated  at  the  upper  end  of  a 
spacious  square,  elevated  upon  a  terrace  of  marble,  about  four 
feet  in  height.  The  dewan  khass  in  former  times  was  adorned 
with  excessive  magnificence :  and  though  repeatedly  stripped  and 
plundered  by  successive  invaders,  still  retains  sufficient  beauty  to 
render  it  admired.  I  judge  the  building  to  be  a  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  length,  by  forty  in  breadth.  The  roof  is  flat,  supported  by 
numerous  columns  of  fine  white  marble,  which  have  been  richly 
ornamented  with  inlaid  flowered  work  of  difierent  coloured 
stones :  the  cornices  and  borders  have  been  decorated  with  a 
frieze  and  sculptured  work.  The  ceiling  was  formerly  incrusted 
with  a  rich  foliage  of  silver  throughout  its  whole  extent,  which 
has  been  long  since  taken  away.  The  delicacy  of  the  inlaying 
in  the  compartments  of  the  walls  is  much  to  be  admired.  And  it 
is  a  matter  of  bitter  regret  to  see  the  barbarous  ravages  that  have 
been  made,  by  picking  out  the  difierent  cornelians,  and  breaking 
the  marble  by  violence.  Around  the  exterior  of  the  dewan  Id^ass, 
in  the  cornice,  are  the  following  lines,  written  in  letters  of  gold, 
upon  a  ground  of  white  marble.  If  there  be  a  paradise  upon 
earthy  this  is  it,  it  is  this,  it  is  this.  The  terrace  of  this  building 
is  composed  of  large  slabs  of  marble,  and  the  whole  building  is 
crowned  at  top  with  four  cupolas  of  the  same  material.     The 
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royal  baths^  built  by  Shah  Jehan^  are  situated  a  little  to  the 
northward  of  the  dewan  khass,  and  consist  of  three  very  large 
rooms,  surmounted  by  domes  of  white  marble.  The  inside  of. 
them,  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  up,  is  lined  with  marble, 
having  beautiful  borders  of  flowers,  worked  in  cornelians  and 
other  stones,  executed  with  much  taste."  Theological  Magazine, 
vol.  iii.  p.  195. 

Isaiah  Ix.  13.  The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  come  unto  thee, 
thefir^ireey  the  'pine-tree,  and  the  box  together,  to  beautify  the 
place  of  my  sanctuary.^  On  great  occasions  the  temple  was 
decorated  with  branches  of  various  sorts  of  trees.  In  the  Apo- 
ci7pha  allusions  are  to  be  found  to  this  practice.  "  Upon  the 
same  day  that  the  strangers  profaned  the  temple,  on  the  very 
same  day  it  was  cleansed  again,  even  the  five  and  twentieth  day 
of  the  same  month,  which  is  Casleu ;  and  they  kept  eight  days 
with  gladness;  therefore  they  bare  branches,  and  fair  boughs, 
and  palms  also,  and  sang  psalms"  2  Macc.'x.  5,  6,  7.  The 
usage  is  again  confirmed  when  the  high  priest  Alcimus,  to  recover 
access  to  the  holy  altar  which  he  had  forsaken,  is  said  to  present 
to  the  king  Demetrius  a  crown  of  gold  and  a  pal.m,  and  also 
(some)  of  the  boughs  which  were  used  solemnly  in  the  temple, 
2  Mace.  xiv.  4.  The  prophet  Isaiah  is  supposed  to  have  the 
same  allusion  in  the  passage  above  cited. 

CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  SHOULD  RESEMBLE  A  CHASTE  VIRGIN. 

2  CoR.  xi.  2.  That  I  may  present  you  as  a  chaste  virgin  to 
Christ.']  This  circumstance  is  much  illustrated  by  recollecting 
that  there  was  an  officer  among  the  Greeks,  whose  business  it 
was  to  educate  and  form  young  women,  especially  those  of  rank 
and  figure,  designed  for  marriage,  and  then  to  present  them  to 
those  who  were  to  be  their  husbands ;  and  if  this  officer  per- 
mitted them,  through  negligence,  to  be  corrupted  between  the 
espousals  and  the  consummation  of  the  marriage,  great  blame 
would  naturally  fall  upon  him.     Doddridge,  in  loc, 

CHURCH  of  CHRIST  STRIKINGLY  SYMBOLIZED. 

Rev.  xii.  1.  And  there  appeared  a  great  wonder  in  heaven, 
a  woman  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and 
upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars.]  It  was  a  well  known 
custom  at  the  time  of  this  prophecy,  to  represent  the  several  vir- 
tues and  public  societies,  by  the  figure  of  a  woman  in  some 
peculiar  dress,  many  of  which  are  to  be  seen  on  the  Roman 
coins ;  in  particular  Sahis,  the  emblem  of  security  and  protection, 
is  represented  as  a  woman,  standing  upon  a  globe,  to  represent 
the  safety  and  security  of  the  world  under  the  emperor's  care,  as 
in  a  coin  of  Hadrian's;  ^^  globum  pede  calcans  significans  se 
imperante,  orbi  salutem  publicam  datam."  The  consecration  of 
the  Roman  emperors  is  expressed  in  their  coins,  by  a  moon  and 
stars,  as  in  two  of  Faustina,  to  express  a  degree  of  glory  superior 
to  any  on  earth.     Lowman,  in  loc. 
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Rev.  xxi.  2.  Prepared  cu  a  brideJ]  In  the  East  brides  fre« 
quently  change  their  dress,  and  are  presented,  each  time  they  do 
so,  to  the  bridegroom.  D'Arvieux  gives  this  account  of  the 
Arabs  (Foy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  225),  "  When  the  evening  is  come, 
the  women  present  the  bride  to  her  future  husband.  The  women 
who  conduct  her  make  him  a  compliment,  who  answers  not  a 
word,  sitting  perfectly  still,  with  a  grave  and  serious  air.  This 
ceremony  is  three  times  repeated  the  same  evening ;  and  when- 
ever they  change  the  bride's  dress,  they  present  her  to  the  bride- 
groom, who  receives  her  always  with  the  same  gravity.  It  is  a 
sort  of  magnificence  in  the  East,  frequently  to  dress  and  undress 
the  bride,  and  to  cause  her  to  wear,  in  that  same  day,  all  the 
clothes  made  up  for  her  nuptials.  The  bridegroom's  dress  is  also 
frequently  changed  for  the  same  reason."  An  attention  to  this 
circumstance  throws  an  energy  into  the  words  of  St  John,  when 
he  speaks  of  the  New  Jerusalem  coming  down  from  God  out  of 
hesLven,  prepared  as  a  bride  for  her  husband,  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  122. 

CHURNING  OF  MILK  TO  PRODUCE  BUTTER. 

Prov.  XXX.  83.  The  churning  of  milk  bringeth  forth  butter."] 
The  ancient  way  of  making  butter  in  Arabia  and  Palestine,  was 
probably  nearly  the  same  as  is  still  practised  by  the  Bedoween 
Arabs  and  Moors  in  Barbary,  and  which  is  thus  described  by  Dr. 
Shaw :  ^^  Their  method  of  making  butter  is  by  putting  the  milk 
or  cream  into  a  goat's  skin,  turned  inside  out,  which  they  suspend 
from  one  side  of  the  tent  to  the  other,  and  then  pressing  it  to  and 
fro  in  one  uniform  direction,  they  quickly  occasion  the  separation 
of  the  unctuous  and  wheyey  parts."  (Trav.  p.  168.)  So  "  the 
butter  of  the  Moors,  in  the  empire  of  Morocco,  which  is  bad,  is 
made  of  all  the  milk  (comp.  Prov.  xxx.  33,  above),  as  it  comes 
from  the  cow,  by  putting  it  into  a  skin  and  shaking  it  till  the 
butter  separates  from  it."  (Stewart's  Journey  to  Mequinez.) 
And,  what  is  more  to  the  purpose,  as  relating  to  what  is  still 
practised  in  Palestine,  Hasselquist  speaking  of  an  encampment  of 
the  Arabs,  which  he  found  not  far  from  Tiberias,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  or  hill  where  Christ  preached  his  sermon,  says, 
**  they  make  butter  in  a  leathern  bag,  hung  on  three  poles, 
erected  for  the  purpose,  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  and  drawn  to  and 
fro  by  two  women."     (Trav.  p.  159) 

CITIES  walled  up  TO  HEAVEN. 

Deut.  i.  28.  The  cities  are  great,  and  walled  up  to  heaven^ 
The  great  monastery  at  Mount  Sinai,  Thevenot  says  (part  i. 
p.  169),  "  is  well  built,  of  good  free-stone,  with  very  high  smooth 
walls ;  on  the  east  side  there  is  a  window,  by  which  those  that 
were  within  drew  up  the  pilgrims  into  the  monastery  with  a 
basket,  which  they  let  down  by  a  rope  that  runs  in  a  pulley." 
These  walls,  he  observes  in  the  next  chapter,  are  so  high  that 
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they  cannot  be  scaled,  and  wiliiout  cannon  that  place  cannot  be 
taken.  Thus  it  was  anciently,  and  by  this  representation  did  the 
spies  discourage  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

CLOSING  THE  EYES  AT  DEATH. 

Gen.  xlvi.  4.  Put  his  hand  upon  thine  eyesJ]  This  appears 
to  have  been  a  Very  ancient  and  general  custom,  as  there  are 
evidences  of  its  existence  amongst  the  Jews,  Greeks,  and  Ro- 
mans. Among  the  Jews,  Tobias  is  said  to  have  shut  the  eyes  of 
his  wife's  father  and  mother,  and  to  have  buried  them  honourably. 
Tobit  xiv.  15.  Maimonides  represents  it  as  a  customary  rite. 
Homer  describes  Ulysses  thus  expressing  himself  on  the  death 
of  Socus : 

Ah,  wretch  !  no  father  shall  thj  corpse  compose. 

Thy  dying  eyes  no  tender  mother  close.  II.  zi.  570.    Pope. 

See  also  the  Odyss.  xi.  424.  and  xxiv.  294.    Eurip.  Hecub.  430. 
Virff.  Mn.  ix.  487.  Ovid.  Trist.  iii.  El.  iii,  43.  and  iv.  El.  iii.  43. 

CLOTHED  in  WHITE  RAIMENT  EXPLAINED. 

Rev.  iii.  5.  The  same  shall  be  clothed  in  white  raimentj] 
The  allusion  seems  to  be  to  the  custom  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim, 
in  judging  of  priests  fit  for  service.  Maimonides  says,  "  they 
examined  the  priests  concerning  their  genealogies  and  blemishes : 
every  priest  in  whom  was  found  any  thing  faulty  in  his  genealogy 
was  clothed  in  black,  and  veiled  in  black,  and  so  went  out  of  the 
court:  but  every  one  that  was  found  perfect  and  right  was 
clothed  in  white,  and  went  in  and  ministered  with  his  brethren 
the  priests.'*     Gill,  in  loc» 

CLOTHING  OF  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST. 

Matt.  iii.  4.  And  the  same  John  had  his  raiment  of  cameFs 
hairJ]  His  raiment  was  not  made  of  the  fine  hair  of  that  animal, 
whereof  an  elegant  kind  of  cloth  is  made,  which  is  thence  called 
camlet  (in  imitation  of  which,  though  made  of  wool,  is  the 
English  camlet),  but  of  the  long  and  shaggy  hair  of  camels, 
which  is,  in  the  East,  manufactured  into  a  coarse  stufi^,  anciently 
worn  by  monks  and  anchorites.  It  is  only  when  understood  in 
this  way,  that  the  words  suit  the  description  here  given  of  John's 
manner  of  life.     Campbell's  Translation  of  the  Gospels,  note. 

COCK  CROWING  A  WATCH  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Mark  xiii.  35.  Or  at  the  cock-crowing.']  The  ancients  divided 
the  night  into  different  watches ;  the  last  of  which  was  called 
cock-crow :  wherefore  they  kept  a  cock  in  their  tirit,  or  towers, 
to  give  notice  of  the  dawn.  Hence  this  bird  was  sacred  to  the 
sun,  and  named  AXeKrwp,  which  seems  to  be  a  compound  out  of 
the  titles  of  that  deity,  and  of  the  tower  set  apart  for  his  service ; 
for  these  towers  were  temples.  Holwell's  Mythological  Diet. 
p.  16. 
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COLD  WATER  AN  ACCEPTABLE  PRESENT  IN  THE  EAST. 

Mark  ix.  41.  Whosoever  shall  give  you  a  cup  of  water  to 
drink  in  my  name  shall  not  lose  his  reward.^  To  furnish  travellers 
with  water  is  at  this  time  thought  a  matter  of  such  consideration, 
that  many  of  the  eastern  people  have  been  at  a  considerable  ex- 
pense to  procure  passengers  that  refreshment.  *'  The  reader,  as 
we  proceed,"  says  Dr.  Chandler  {Trav.  in  Asia  Minor y  p.  20) 
"  will  find  frequent  mention  of  fountains.  Their  number  is  owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  climate.  The  soil,  parched 
and  thirsty,  demands  moisture  to  aid  vegetation ;  a  cloudless  sun, 
which  inflames  the  air,  requires  for  the  people  the  verdure,  shade, 
and  coolness,  its  agreeable  attendants ;  hence  they  occur  not  only 
in  the  towns  and  villages,  but  in  the  fields  and  gardens,  and  by  the 
sides  of  the  roads,  and  by  the  beaten  tracts  on  the  mountains. 
Many  of  them  are  the  useful  donations  of  humane  persons  while 
living,  or  have  been  bequeathed  as  legacies  on  their  decease.  The 
Turks  esteem  the  erecting  of  them  as  meritorious,  and  seldom  go 
away  after  performing  their  ablutions  or  drinking,  without  grate- 
fully blessing  the  name  and  memory  of  the  founder."  Then, 
after  observing  that  the  method  used  by  the  ancients  of  obtaining 
the  necessary  supplies  of  water  still  prevails,  which  he  describes 
as  done  by  pipes,  or  paved  channels,  he  adds,  "  when  arrived  at 
the  destined  spot,  it  is  received  by  a  cistern  with  a  vent,  and  the 
waste  current  passes  below  from  another  cistern,  often  an  ancient 
sarcophagus.  It  is  common  to  find  a  cup  of  tin  or  iron  hanging 
near  by  a  chain,  or  a  wooden  scoop  with  an  handle  placed  in  a 
niche  in  the  wall.  The  front  is  of  stone,  or  marble,  and  in  some, 
painted  and  decorated  with  gilding,  and  with  an  inscription  in  Turk- 
ish characters  in  relievo."  The  blessing  of  the  name  and  memory 
of  the  builder  oif  one  of  these  fountains  shows  that  a  cup  of  water 
is  in  these  countries  by  no  means  a  despicable  thing. 

Niebuhr  tells  us,  that  among  the  public  buildings  of  Kahira, 
those  houses  ought  to  be  reckoned  where  they  daily  give  water 
gratis  to  all  passengers  that  desire  it.  Some  of  these  houses  make 
a  very  handsome  appearance ;  and  those  whose  business  it  is  to 
wait  on  passengers  are  to  have  some  vessels  of  copper  curiously 
tinned,  and  filled  with  water,  always  ready  on  the  window  next  the 
street.     {Voyage  en  Arahie^  tom.  i.  p.  97.) 

COMMENDATORY  EPISTLES  COMMON  AMONG  THE  FIRST  CHRISTIANS. 

2  Cor.  iii.  1.  Epistles  of  commendation.^  Commendatory 
epistles,  certifying  the  piety  and  good  character  of  the  person  to 
whom  they  were  given,  and  recommending  him  to  an  hospitable 
reception  in  the  places  to  which  he  travelled^  were  an  ancient  cus- 
tom m  the  primitive  church.  Whether  they  took  their  rise  from 
the  tesserce  hospitalitatis  of  the  heathens,  or  from  the  Jews,  among 
whom  the  same  custom  prevailed,  is  an  undecided  point.  Ham- 
mond, in  he. 
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COMMINATION  AGAINST  UNFRUITFUL  PROFESSIONS. 

Matt.  viii.  12,  The  children  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  cast  out 
into  outer  darknessJ]  This  phrase,  which  is  often  used  after  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  had  been  compared  to  a  banquet,  contains  a 
beautiful  allusion  to  the  lustre  of  those  illuminated  rooms,  in  which 
such  feasts  were  generally  celebrated,  as  opposed  to  that  darkness 
which  surrounded  those  who  by  night  were  turned  out.  But  it 
also  sometimes  goes  yet  farther,  when  the  persons  excluded  are 
supposed  to  be  thrown  into  a  dark  dungeon.  Compare  Matt. 
xxii.  13.  XXV.  30.  and  Jude  xiii.     Doddridge,  in  loc. 

COMMUNION  WEEKLY  AMONG  THE  FIRST  CHRISTIANS. 

Acts  xx.  7.  And  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the  dis- 
ciples came  together  to  break  bread."]  Bishop  Pearce,  in  his  note 
on  this  passage,  says,  "  In  the  Jewish  way  of  speaking,  to  break 
bread  is  the  same  as  to  make  a  meal :  and  the  meal  here  meant 
seems  to  have  been  one  of  those  which  was  called  a'yo7roi,fot7<?-/(?fl.9^5. 
Such  of  the  heathens  as  were  converted  to  Christianity  were  obliged 
to  abstain  from  meats  offered  to  idols,  and  these  were  the  main 
support  of  the  poor  in  the  heathen  cities.  The  christians  therefore, 
who  were  rich,  seem  very  early  to  have  begun  the  custom  of  those 
ayairai,  love-feasts,  which  they  made  on  every  first  day  of  the  week, 
chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  christians,  who,  by  being  such, 
had  lost  the  benefit,  which  they  used  to  have  for  their  support,  of 
eating  part  of  the  heathen  sacrifices.  It  was  towards  the  latter 
end  of  these  feasts,  or  immediately  after  them,  that  the  christians 
used  to  take  bread  and  wine  in  remembrance  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which,  from  what  attended  it,  was  called  the  eucharist,  or  holy 
communion. 

COMPETENCE   WITH    CONTENTMENT. 

Prov.  XXX.  8.     Food  convenient  for  meJ]     This  expression 

f)roperly  signifies  an  allowance  or  proportion  of  food  ;  it  is  an  al- 
usion  to  the  custom  which  then  prevailed,  of  giving  daily  to  ser- 
vants and  other  dependents  a  certain  daily  supply. 

CONJECTURES    OF   THE   ANCIENTS  ON  A  FUTURE    STATE. 

Job  xxvii.  19.  He  shall  not  be  gathered.]  "  The  heathens  had 
a  conceit  that  the  souls  of  such  persons  as  had  not  had  the  due 
rites  of  burial  paid  them,  were  not  admitted  into  Hades,  but  were 
forced  to  wander  a  hundred  years,  a  parcel  of  vagabond  ghosts, 
about  the  banks  of  the  Styx.  Hence  we  find  the  ghost  of  Patroclus 
supplicating  Achilles  to  give  him  his  funereal  rites.  *  Bury  me,' 
says  he,  ^  that  I  may  pass  as  soon  as  possible  through  the  gates 
of  Hades.'  So  speaks  Palinurus  in  Virgil :  '  Throw  upon  me 
some  earth,  that  at  last  I  may  obtain  rest  in  death,  in  quiet  habi- 
tations.' Here  the  self-conceited  philosopher  smiles  at  the  rite  of 
sprinkling  the  body  thi'ee  times  with  dust ;  but  this  although  mis- 
understood, and  tinged  with  the  fabulous,  was  borrowed  from  the 
Hebrew  nation. 
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"  To  gather  denotes,  as  to  the  dead,  the  bringing  of  their  souls 
to  Paradise.  Although  this  cannot  be  effected  by  mortals,  yet 
they  expressed  the  benevolent  wish  that  the  thing  might  be.  On 
the  other  hand.  Job  says  of  the  rich  man,  he  shall  lie  down,  but  he 
shall  not  be  gathered.  In  the  ages  which  followed,  the  perform- 
ance of  this  rite  was  termed  sealing.  Of  this  we  have  a  bright 
instance  in  the  second  book  of  Esdras  :  ^  Wheresoever  thou  find- 
est  the  dead,  seal  them,  and  bury  them  ;*'  that  is,  express  the  benevo- 
lent prayer  which  is  in  use  amongst  the  Jews  to  this  day :  ^  May  he 
be  in  the  bundle  of  life,  may  his  portion  be  in  Paradise,  and  also  in 
the  future  world  which  is  reserved  for  the  righteous.*  It  would  also 
appear  that,  in  this  act  of  sealing  a  corpse,  they  either  wrote  upon 
the  head  with  ink,  or  simply  made  the  form  with  the  finger 
{Le-hovahJ.  This  at  bottom  could  make  no  difference  in  the  state 
of  the  deceased,  but  it  expressed  their  desire  that  such  a  person 
might  be  among  those  tvho  are  written  unto  life.  From  a  pas- 
sage in  Isaiah  it  appears,  that  persons  were  in  use  to  mark  with 
indelible  ink  on  the  hand,  the  words  {Le-hovah)  the  contracted 
form  of  this  sentence,  /  am  the  Lord's.  This  agrees  with  what 
Rabbi  Simeon  says,  *  The  perfectly  just  are  sealed,  and  in  the 
moment  of  death  are  conveyed  to  Paradise.*  This  sealing  St. 
Paul  applies,  as  far  as  wishes  can  go,  to  Onesiphorus.  May  the 
Lord  grant  to  Onesiphorus,  that  he  may  obtain  mercy  oj* the  Lord 
in  that  day  !  As  many,  says  the  same  apostle,  ax  walk  according 
to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God!  (Gal. 
vi.  16.) 

^'  Such  being  marked  in  death  with  the  expression  belonging  to 
the  Lord,  explains  this  sentence,  the  foundation  of  the  Lord  stand- 
eth  sure,  having  this  Seal,  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his. 
Hurt  not  the  earth,  nor  the  trees,  says  the  angel  in  the  book  of 
Revelation,  until  we  have  sealed  the  servants  of  our  God  in  their 
foreheads.  This  seal,  we  are  told,  is  their  father*s  name ;  that  is, 
Le-hovah,  the  Lord^s  alluding  to  the  Old  Testament  form.  This 
name  Christ  says  he  himself  writes,  and  by  doing  so,  acts  the  part 
of  the  Kedosh-Israel,  opening  where  none  can  shut.  This  seal- 
ing, then,  is  taking  them  off  by  death,  and  placing  them  in  his 
father's  house  ;  for  after  they  are  so  sealed,  we  find  them  before 
the  throne,  hungering  and  thirsting  no  more,  and  the  Lamb  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  leading  them  forth  into  pastures. 

"  This  ancient  rite  St  Paul  improves  upon.  Men  caii,  in  seal- 
i^Sf  go  no  farther  than  wishes,  but  the  Spirit  of  God  can  do  more ; 
ye  are  sealed  by  the  Spirit,  until  the  day  of  redemption  ;  that  is, 
what  others  of  old  may  have  done  symbolically,  he  will  do  in  re- 
ality— he  will  write  upon  you  Le-hovah.  This  is  a  seal  which  no 
power  can  erase ;  it  will  last  until  the  day  of  redemption.  So  in 
another  place  he  says,  ye  are  sealed  with  the  holy  spirit  of  pro- 
mise.  Now  the  seal  Le-hovah,  the  Lord!s,  not  only  says  they 
are  his,  but  it  is  also  their  memorial  through  the  hidden  period. 
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that  he  will  appear,  and  receive  them  unto  himself,  and  in  this 
way  the  seal  itself  has  in  it  the  nature  of  a  promise/'  Bennetts 
View  of  the  Intermediate  State,  p.  353 — 356. 

CONJUGAL   REGULATIONS   AMONG   THE   JEWS. 

1  Chron.  ii.  35.  jind  Sheshan  gave  his  daughter  to  Jarha 
his  servant  to  wifeJ]  When  the  people  of  the  JEast  have  no  sons, 
they  frequently  marry  their  daughters  to  their  slaves,  and  that 
even  when  they  have  much  property  to  bestow  upon  them. 
Hassan  had  been  the  slave  of  Kamel  his  predecessor.  But 
Kamel,  **  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  gave  him  one  of 
his  daughters  in  marriage,  and  left  him  at  his  death  one  part  of 
the  great  riches  he  had  amassed  together  in  the  course  of  a  long 
and  prosperous  life."  Maillet,  Lett.  xi.  p.  118.  Harmer,  vol. 
ii.  p.  370. 

CONSCIENTIOUS   SCRUPLES. 

1  CoR.  X.  25.  Whatsoever  is  sold  in  the  shamblesJ]  The  word 
fiaKeXXov,  rendered  shambles,  is  made  use  of  by  Latin  writers  in 
the  same  sense  as  it  is  here,  for  a  place  where  food  was  sold.  The 
original  of  the  name  is  said  to  be  this.  One  Macellus,  a  very 
wicked  and  profane  man,  being  condemned  to  die,  a  place  was 
built  in  his  house  by  iSmilius  and  Fulvius  for  selling  provisions, 
and  from  his  name  it  was  called  macellum.  Into  these  places 
the  priests  sent  to  be  sold  what  was  offered  to  their  idols,  if  they 
could  not  dispense  with  it  themselves,  or  thought  it  not  lawful  to 
make  use  of  it.  Herodotus  says,  that  the  Egyptians  used  to  cut 
off  the  heads  of  their  beasts  that  were  sacrificed,  and  carry  them 
into  the  market  to  sell  to  the  Greeks ;  and  if  there  were  no  buy- 
ers, they  cast  them  into  the  river.    Gill,  in  he. 

CONTRACTS   OR   GRANTS   IN    ANCIENT  TIMES. 

Gen.  xxiii.  11.  In  the  presence  of  the  sons  of  my  people. 1 
Contracts,  or  grants,  were  usually  made  before  all  the  people,  or 
their  representatives,  till  writings  were  invented.    Patrick,  in  loc. 

COOLING   OF   wines   IN   HOT   CLIMATES. 

Prov.  XXV.  13.  As  the  cold  of  snow  in  the  time  of  harvest."] 
As  the  mixing  of  snow  with  wine  in  the  sultry  time  of  harvest  is 
pleasing  and  refreshing,  so  a  successful  messenger  revives  the 
spirit  of  his  master  who  sent  him,  and  who  was  ready  to  faint  from 
an  apprehension  of  his  failure.  The  custom  of  cooling  wines 
with  snow  was  usual  among  the  eastern  nations.  It  was  derived 
from  the  Asiatics  and  Greeks  to  the  Romans.  Plutarch  describes 
the  manner  in  which  they  preserved  it  (Sympos.  lib.  vi.  2,  6),  by 
covering  it  with  straw,  and  coarse  cloths  unshorn.  Xenophon 
says,  it  was  necessary  to  procure  snow  to  cool  the  wines  in  sum- 
mer, which  otherwise  could  not  be  drank  with  any  pleasure.  The 
Orientals  more  early  used  it  for  this  purpose,  and  AtheniBus 
mentions  it  as  an  ancient  custom,  and  that  they  used  oak  branches 
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for  the  same  purpose.  Various  instances  among  the  eastern  na'> 
tions  of  this  custom  of  cooling  their  wines  may  be  produced,  and 
particularly  among  the  Jews.  In  some  hot  countries  it  was  often 
difficult  to  obtain  it,  and  they  were  obliged  to  search  into  the  hol- 
low cliffs  to  collect  it.  Mount  Hebron,  which  was  always  covered 
with  snow,  plentifully  supplied  the  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
from  whence  it  was  often  carried  to  Tyre.  (Barry's  Observations 
on  the  Wines  of  the  Ancients^  p.  169.) 

CORBAN    AMONG   THE    JEWS    EXPLAINED. 

Matt.  xv.  5.  It  is  a  gift."]  There  was  a  solemn  form  of  de- 
voting amongst  the  Jews  called  evxn  w^eXctac*  and  though  very 
contrary  to  charity,  yet  frequent  with  them,  to  bind  themselves 
by  vow  or  execration  to  do  nothing  beneficial  to  a  neighbour  or 
parent,  &c.  This  was  called  corban,  and  is  the  same  with  Sujpov. 
This  was  used  by  them  even  against  their  own  parents,  and  though 
contrary  to  the  precept  of  honouring  and  relieving  them,  yet  was 
considered  obligatory  by  them.  Many  cases  are  to  be  found  in 
Maimonides  and  the  rabbins  of  this  kind,  and  this  it  is  probably 
which  is  charged  on  the  Pharisees  by  Christ.  But  that  which  is 
more  ordinarily  received  by  the  ancients,  and  which  Origan  had 
from  an  Hebrew,  is,  that  corban  and  Sojpov  are  a  gift  consecrated 
to  God ;  and  so  saith  Theophylact.  The  Pharisees  persuading 
children  to  give  nothing  to  their  parents,  but  to  consecrate  all  to 
treasury  of  the  temple  taught  them  to  say,  "  O  Father,  that  where- 
by thou  mightest  be  profited  (relieved)  by  me,  is  a  gift,"  (conse- 
crated to  the  temple)  and  so  they  divided  with  the  children  all 
they  had,  leaving  the  poor  parents  without  any  relief  in  their  old 
age."     HammoJid,  in  loc. 

Matt.  xv.  5.  But  ye  say^  whosoever  shall  say  to  his  father  or 
mother^  it  is  a  gift,  by  whatsoever  thou  mightest  be  profited  by  me."] 
Origen  upon  this  passage  says,  that  he  should  never  have  under- 
stood it,  had  it  not  been  for  the  information  which  he  received 
from  a  Jew,  who  told  him  that  it  was  the  custom  with  some  of  their 
usurers,  when  they  met  with  a  tardy  debtor,  to  transfer  the  debt 
to  the  poor's  box ;  by  which  means  he  was  obliged  to  pay  it,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  bringing  upon  himself  the  imputation  of  cruelty 
to  the  poor  and  impiety  towards  God ;  and  that  children  would 
sometimes  imitate  this  practice  in  their  conduct  towards  their 
parents. 

CORNER  SEAT  A  STATELY  ATTITUDE. 

Amos  iii.  1^.  The  corner."]  Sitting  in  the  corner  is  a  stately 
attitude,  and  is  expressive  of  superiority.  Russel  says,  "  the  di- 
vans at  Aleppo  are  formed  in  the  following  manner.  Across  the 
upper  end,  and  along  the  sides  of  the  room,  is  fixed  a  wooden 
platform,  four  feet  broad  and  six  inched  high ;  upon  this  are  laid 
cotton  mattresses  exactly  of  the  same  breadth,  and  over  these  a 
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cover  of  broad  cloth,  trimmed  with  gold  lace  and  fringes,  hanging 
over  to  the  ground.  A  number  of  large  oblong  cushions,  stuffed 
hard  with  cotton,  and  faced  with  flowered  velvet,  are  then  ranged 
in  the  platform  close  to  the  wall.  The  two  upper  corners  of  the 
divan  are  fiirnished  also  with  softer  cushions,  naif  the  size  of  the 
others,  which  are  laid  upon  a  square  fine  mattress,  spread  over 
these  of  cloth,  both  being  faced  with  brocade.  The  corners  in 
this  manner  distinguished  are  held  to  be  the  places  of  honour,  and 
a  great  man  never  offers  to  resign  them  to  persons  of  inferior 
rank."  Mr.  Antes,  among  other  observations  made  on  the  man- 
ners and  customs  of  the  Egyptians,  firom  1770  to  178^,  says,  on 
his  being  carried  before  one  of  the  beys  of  Eg3rpt,  in  about  half 
an  hour  the  bey  arrived,  with  all  his  men,  and  lighted  flambeaux 
before  him ;  he  alighted,  and  went  up  stairs  into  a  room,  sat  down 
in  a  comer,  and  all  his  people  placed  themselves  in  a  circle  round 
him. 

CORN    GARNERS   OR   GRANARIES   IN    THE   EAST. 

Joel  i.  17.  Garners.']  Dr.  Shaw  informs  us  (Travels,  p.  139), 
that  "  in  Barbary,  after  the  grain  is  winnowed,  they  lodge  it  in 
mattamortSy  or  suhterranebiAS  magazines,  two  or  three  hundred  of 
which  are  sometimes  together,  the  smallest  holding  four  hundred 
bushels.**  And  Dr.  Russell  says  (Hist,  of  Aleppo,  p.  18),  that 
"  about  Aleppo  in  Syria  their  granaries  are  even  at  this  day  sub- 
terraneous grottos,  the  entry  to  which  is  by  a  small  hole  or  open- 
ing like  a  well,  often  in  the  highway ;  and  as  they  are  commonly 
left  open  when  empty,  they  make  it  not  a  little  disingerous  riding 
near  the  villages  in  the  night.** 

COTTAGE    IN    A   VINEYARD    EXPLAINED. 

Isaiah  i.  8.  As  a  cottage  in  a  vineyard.']  This  was  a  little 
temporary  hut,  covered  with  boughs,  straw,  turf,  or  the  like  mate- 
rials, for  a  shelter  from  the  heat  by  day,  and  the  cold  and  dews  by 
night,  for  the  watchman  that  kept  the  garden  or  vineyard,  during 
the  short  season  while  the  fruit  was  ripening  (Job  xxvii.  18),  and 
presently  removed  when  it  had  served  that  purpose.  The  eastern 
people  were  probably  obliged  to  have  sucn  a  constant  watch  to 
defend  the  fruit  from  the  jackals.  "  The  jackal,"  says  Hasselquist 
(Travels,  p.  ^77),  "  is  a  species  of  mustela,  which  is  very  common 
in  Palestine,  especially  during  the  vintage,  and  oflen  destroys 
whole  vineyards,  and  gardens  of  cucumbers."  Bp-  Lowth, 
in  loc. 

COVENANTS   AMONG   THE    PATRIARCHS. 

Gen.  XV.  10.  Divided  them  in  the  midst.]  There  is  no  footstep 
of  this  rite  any  where  in  the  scripture,  except  in  Jer.  xxxiv.  18, 19. 
But  from  this  affair  of  Abraham,  it  appears  to  have  been  very  ancient. 
St.  Cyril,  in  his  tenth  book  against  Julian,  derives  this  custom 
from  the  ancient  Chaldeans.  Others  derive  the  word  n'*'^^,  birith, 
which  si^fies  a  covenant,  from  "^Tn,  batar,  which  signifies  to  divide 
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or  cut  asunder,  because  covenants  were  made  by  dividing  a  beast,  and 
by  the  parties  covenanting  passing  between  the  parts  of  the  beast 
so  divided :  intimating  that  so  should  they  be  cut  asunder  who 
broke  the  covenant.  We  find  in  Zenobius,  that  the  people  called 
Molotti  retained  something  of  this  custom ;  for  they  confirmed 
their  oaths,  when  they  made  their  covenants,  by  cutting  oxen  into 
little  bits.     Patrick,  in  loc. 

Gen.  xvii.  10.  This  is  my  covenant.]  Covenants  were  anciently 
made  in  the  eastern  countries  by  dipping  their  weapons  in  blood,. 
as  Xenophon  tells  us,  and  by  pricking  the  flesh,  and  sucking  each 
other's  blood,  as  we  read  in  Tacitus,  who  observes  (1.  i.  Annal.) 
that  when  kings  made  a  league,  they  took  each  other  by  the  hand, 
and  their  thumbs  being  hard  tied  together,  they  pricked  them, 
when  the  blood  was  forced  to  the  extreme  parts,  and  each  party 
licked  it.  This  was  accounted  a  mysterious  covenant,  being  made 
sacred  by  their  mutual  blood.  How  old  this  custom  had  been  we 
do  not  know ;  but  it  is  evident  God's  covenant  with  Abraham  was 
solemnized  on  Abraham's  part  by  his  own  and  his  son  Isaac's 
blood,  and  so  continued  through  all  generations,  by  circumcision : 
whereby,  as  they  were  made  the  selectT)eople  of  God,  so  God,  in 
conclusion,  sent  his  own  Son,  who  by  this  very  ceremony  of  cir- 
cumcision, was  consecrated  to  be  their  God  and  Redeemer. 
Patrick,  in  loc, 

1  Sam.  xviii.  3.  TAe7i  Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant,'] 
Various  ceremonies  have  been  used  on  these  occasions.  When 
treaties  were  made,  either  of  a  private  or  public  nature,  such 
usages  were  observed  as  were  of  established  authority,  or  signifi- 
cantly important.  The  Scythians  had  a  peculiar  method  of  forming 
their  treaties.  Herodotus  (1.  iv.  c.  70),  relates  that  they  first  poured 
wine  into  a  large  earthen  vessel,  and  then  the  contracting  parties, 
cutting  their  arms  with  a  knife,  let  some  of  their  blood  run  into 
the  wine,  and  stained  likewise  their  armour  therewith.  After  which 
they  themselves,  and  all  that  were  present,  drank  of  that  liquor, 
making  the  strongest  imprecations  against  the  person  that  should 
violate  the  treaty. 

jER.xxxiv.  18.  They  cut  the  calf  in  twain,  and  passed  between 
the  parts  thereof,]  It  was  a  customary  thing  to  cut  the  victim 
which  was  to  be  offered  as  a  sacrifice  upon  the  occasion,  into  two 
parts,  and  so  placing  each  half  upon  two  different  altars,  to  cause 
those  who  contracted  the  covenant  to  pass  between  both.  (Gen.  xv. 
9,  10,  17).  This  rite  was  practised  both  by  believers  and  heath- 
ens at  their  solemn  leagues ;  at  first  doubtless  with  a  view  to  the 
great  sacrifice,  who  was  to  purge  our  sins  in  his  own  blood :  and 
the  offering  of  these  sacrifices,  and  passing  between  the  parts  of 
the  divided  victim,  was  symbolically  staking  their  hopes  of  purifi- 
cation and  salvation  on  their  performance  of  the  conditions  on 
which  it  was  offered. 
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This  remarkable  practice  may  be  clearly  traced  in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  writers.     Homer  has  the  following  expression : 

opX**  w*^'"*  Trt/u.ovTif.     Iliad  ii.  ver.  124. 

Having  cut  faithful  oaths;  Eustathius  explains  the  passage  by 
sa)dng,  they  were  oaths  relating  to  important  matters,  and  were 
made  by  the  division  of  the  victim.  See  also  Virgil,  2Ea.  viii.  ver. 
640. 

The  editor  of  the  fragments  supplementary  to  Calmet(No.  129) 
is  of  opinion  that  what  is  yet  practised  of  this  ceremony  may  elu- 
cidate that  passage  in  Isaiah  x:^iii.  15.  "We  have  made  a  cov- 
enant with  death,  and  with  hell  are  we  at  agreement ;  when  the 
overflowing  scourge  shall  pass  through,  it  shall  not  come  unto  us, 
for  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge,  and  imder  falsehood  have  we 
hid  ourselves."  q»  d.  We  have  cut  off  a  covenant  sacrifice,  a  puri- 
fication offering  with  death,  and  with  the  grave  we  have  settled,  so 
that  the  scourge  shall  not  injure  us.  May  not  such  a  custom  have 
been  the  origin  of  the  following  superstition  related  by  Pitts  ?  "  If 
they  (the  Algerine  corsairs)  at  any  time  happen  to  be  in  a  very 
great  strait  or  distress,  as  being  chased,  or  in  a  storm,  they  will 
gather  money,  light  up  candles  in  remembrance  of  some  dead  mar- 
rabot  (saint)  or  other,  calling  upon  him  with  heavy  sighs  and 
groans.  If  they  find  no  succour  from  their  before-mentioned  rites 
and  superstitions,  but  that  the  danger  rather  increases,  then  they 
go  to  sacrificing  a  sheep  (or  two  or  three  upon  occasion,  as  they 
think  needful),  which  is  done  after  this  manner :  having  cut  off  the 
head  with  a  knife^  they  immediately  take  out  the  entrails,  and 
throw  them  and  the  head  over-board ;  and  then,  with  all  the  speed 
they  can,  without  skinning,  they  cut  the  body  into  two  *  parts  by 
the  middle,  and  throw  one  part  over  the  right  side  of  the  ship,  and 
the  other  over  the  left,  into  the  sea,  as  a  kind  of  propitiation. 
Thus  those  blind  infidels  apply  themselves  to  imaginary  interces- 
sors, instead  of  the  living  and  true  God."  (Travels,  p.  18.)  In 
the  ca^  here  referred  to,  the  ship  passes  between  the  parts  thus 
thrown  on  each  side  of  it.  This  behaviour  of  the  Algerines  may 
be  taken  as  a  pretty  accurate  counterpart  to  that  of  making  a  cov- 
enant with  death,  and  with  imminent  danger  of  destruction,  by 
appeasing  the  angry  gods. 

Festivities  always  accompanied  the  ceremonies  attending  oaths. 
Isaac  and  Abimelech  feasted  at  making  their  covenant,  Gen.  xxvi. 
30.  "And  he  made  them  a  feast,  and  they  did  eat  and  drink." 
Gen.  xxxi.  54,  *^  Jacob  offered  sacrifice  upon  the  mount,  and 
called  his  brethren  to  eat  bread*"  This  practice  was  also  usual 
amongst  the  heathen  nations. 

COVERING    THE    HEAD    IN    PUBLIC    WORSHIP. 

1  Cor.  xi.  4.  Having  his  head  covered."]  This  had  become 
customary  with  some  of  them  in  public  worship,  and  they  did  it  in 
imitation  either  of  the  heathens  who  worshipped  their  deities  with 
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their  heads  covered,  except  Saturn  and  Hercules,  whose  solemni- 
ties were  celebrated  with  heads  unveiled ;  or  of  the  Jews,  who 
used  to  veil  themselves  in  pubUc  worship  through  a  spirit  of  bond- 
age and  fear.     Gill,  in  loc, 

CRACKLING  OF  THORNS  EXPLAINED. 

EccLES.  vii.  6.  The  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  poL^  Cow- 
dung  dried  was  the  fuel  commonly  used  for  firing,  but  this  was 
remarkably  slow  in  burning.  On  this  account  the  Arabs  would 
frequently  threaten  to  burn  a  person  with  cow-dung  as  a  lingering 
death.  When  this  was  used  it  was  generally  under  their  pots. 
This  fuel  is  a  Very  striking  contrast  to  thorns  and  furze,  and 
things  of  that  kind,  which  would  doubtless  be  speedily  consumed, 
with  the  crackling  noise  alluded  to  in  this  passage.  Probably  it  is 
this  contrast  which  gives  us  the  energy  of  the  comparison. 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.^^61. 

CRISPING   PINS    AMONG   THE    ORIENTALS. 

Isaiah  iii.  22.  Crisping-pins.']  Mr.  Bruce,  describing  the 
dress  of  the  inhabitants  of  Abyssinia,  says,  they  wear  "  their  own 
hair  short  and  curled  like  that  of  a  negro's  in  the  west  part  of 
Africa.  But  this  is  done  by  art,  not  by  nature,  each  man  having 
a  wooden  stick,  with  which  he  lays  hold  of  the  lock  and  twists  it 
round  a  screw,  till  it  curls  in  the  form  he  desires."  To  this  Mr. 
Bruce  adds  in  a  note,  '^  I  apprehend  this  is  the  same  instrument 
used  by  the  ancients,  and  censured  by  the  prophets,  which,  in  our 
translation,  is  rendered  crisping-pins.     (Travels,  vol.  iii.  p.  82.) 

crocodiles   in    EASTERN    COUNTRIES. 

Job  vii.  \2,  Am  I  a  sea,  or  a  whale y  that  thou  settest  a  watch 
over  me  ?}  Crocodiles  are  very  terrible  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Egypt ;  when  therefore  they  appear,  they  watch  them  with  great 
attention,  and  take  proper  precautions  to  secure  them,  so  that  they 
should  not  be  able  to  avoid  the  deadly  weapons  afterwards  used  to 
kill  them.  To  these  watchings,  and  those  deadly  after-assaults,  I 
apprehend  Job  refers,  when  he  says,  "  Am  I  a  whale  (but  a  croc- 
odile no  doubt  is  what  is  meant  there),  that  thou  settest  a  watch 
over  me?"  "  Different  methods,"  says  Maillet,  "are  used  to  take 
crocodiles,  and  some  of  them  very  singular ;  the  most  common  is 
to  dig  deep  ditches  along  the  Nile,  which  are  covered  with  straw, 
and  into  which  the  crocodile  may  probably  tumble.  Sometimes 
they  take  them  with  hooks,  which  are  baited  with  a  quarter  of  a 
pig,  or  with  bacon,  of  which  they  are  very  fond.  Some  hide  them- 
selves in  the  places  which  they  know  to  be  frequented  by  this 
creature,  and  lay  snares  for  him.  (Lett  ix.  p.  3^,  Harmer,  vol. 
iv.  p.  286.) 

Job  xli.  1.  Canst  thou  draw  out  leviathan  with  an  hook  .^] 
From  this  passage,  Hasselquist  (Travels,  p.  440)  observes,  that  the 
leviathan  "  means  a  crocodile,  by  that  which  happens  daily,  and 
without  doubt  happened  in  Job's  time,  in  the  river  Nile ;  to  wit, 
that  this  voracious  animal,  far  from  being  drawn  up  by  a  hook, 
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bites  off  and  destroys  all  fishing-tackle  of  this  kind^  which  is 
thrown  out  in  the  river.  I  found,  in  one  that  I  opened,  two  hooks, 
which  it  had  swallowed,  one  sticking  in  the  stomach,  and  the  other 
in  apart  of  the  thick  membrane  which  covers  the  palate." 

CROWNED   HORSES. 

Esther  vi.  8.  And  the  horse  that  the  king  rideth  upon^  and 
the  crown  royal  which  is  set  upon  his  headJ]  Herodotus  relates 
that  the  kings  of  Persia  had  horses  peculiar  to  themselves,  which 
were  brought  fi-om  Armenia,  and  were  remarkable  for  their  beauty. 
If  the  same  law  prevailed  in  Persia,  as  did  in  Judea,  no  man 
might  ride  on  the  king's  horse,  any  more  than  sit  on  his  throne, 
or  hold  his  sceptre.  The  crown  royal  was  not  to  be  set  on  the 
head  of  the  man,  but  on  the  head  of  the  horse ;  this  interpretation 
is  allowed  by  Aben-Ezra,  by  the  Targum,  and  by  the  Syriac 
version.  No  mention  is  afterward  made  of  the  crown  as  set  upon 
the  head  of  Mordecai ;  nor  would  Haman  have  dared  to  advise 
that  which  could  not  be  granted.  But  it  was  usual  to  put  the 
crown  royal  on  the  head  of  a  horse  led  in  state ;  and  this  we  are 
assured  was  a  custom  in  Persia,  as  it  is  with  the  Ethiopians  to 
this  day ;  and  so  with  the  Romans.  Horses  drawing  triumphal 
chariots  were  crowned.     Gill,  in  loc, 

CROWN   OF   life   PROMISED   TO    FAITHFUL   CHRISTIANS. 

Rev.  ii.  10.  /  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."]  A  crown  of 
life  is  promised  to  those  who  are  faithful  unto  death  as  an  ever- 
lasting reward  for  their  fidelity.  Dr.  Gill  considers  it  to  be  an 
allusion  to  the  practice  of  some  nations,  who  used  to  crown  their 
dead.     See  Minut.  Felix,  p.  4^. 

CROWN    OF    THORNS    PLACED   ON    THE    HEAD. 

Matt,  xxvii.  29.  And  when  they  had  platted  a  crown  of 
thornsj  they  put  it  upon  his  headJ]  Amongst  other  circumstances 
of  suffering  and  ignominy,  which  accompanied  the  death  of 
Christ,  it  is  said  that  Ahey  plaited  "  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  put  it 
upon  his  head."  Hasselquist  {Travels,  p.  288)  says,  "  The  naba 
or  nabka  of  the  Arabians  is  in  all  probability  the  tree  which  af- 
forded the  crown  of  thorns  put  on  the  head  of  Christ :  it  grows 
very  commonly  in  the  East.  This  plant  was  very  fit  for  the  pur- 
pose, for  it  has  many  small  and  sharp  spines,  which  are  well 
adapted  to  give  pain ;  the  crown  might  be  easily  made  of  these 
soft,  round,  and  pliant  branches ;  and  what  in  my  opinion  seems 
to  be  the  greatest  proof  is,  that  the  leaves  much  resemble  those  of 
ivy,  as  they  are  of  si  very  deep  green.  Perhaps  the  enemies  of 
Christ  would  have  a  plant  somewhat  resembling  that  with  which 
emperors  and  generals  were  used  to  be  crowned,  that  there  might 
be  calumny  even  in  the  punishment."  Other  writers  have  ad- 
vanced different  opinions  on  this  subject  Some  have  asserted 
that  it  was  the  acacia,  or  the  white  thorn,  or  the  junctis  marinus; 
but  after  all,  the  matter  must  be  left  indeterminate.  See  Bartho- 
lin. Dissert,  de  spinel  Coron&. 
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CRUCIFIXION  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Matt,  xxvii.  26.     To  be  crucified.^     When  a  person  was  cru- 
cified, he  was  nailed  to  the  cross  as  it  lay  upon  the  ground, 
through  each  hand  extended  to  its  utmost  stretch,  and  through 
both  the  feet  together ;  the  cross  was  then  erected,  and  the  foot  of 
it  thrust  with  "violence  into  a  hole  prepared  in  the  ground  to  re- 
ceive it.     By  this  means  the  body,  whose  whole  weight  hung  upon 
the  nails,  which  went  through  the  hands  and  feet,  was  completely 
disjointed,  and  the  sufferer  at  last  expired  by  the  force  of  pain. 
This  kind  of  death,  which  was  the   most  cruel,  shameful,  and 
cursed  death  that  could  be  devised,  was  used  only  by  the  Ro- 
mans for  slaves,  and  the  basest  of  the  people,  who  were  capital 
offenders.     Sometimes  a  fire  was  kindled  at  the  foot  of  the  cross, 
that  so  the  sufferer  might  perish  by  the  smoke  and  flame.     The 
emperor,  Alexander  Severus,  commanded  one  to  be  executed  in  - 
this  manner,  who  was  a  cheat,  a  quack,  and  a  dealer  in  (as  it  were) 
smoke,  that  hereby  there  might  be   some  relation  between  his 
crime  and  his  penalty.     It  has  been   thought,  that   below   the 
crucified  person's  feet  was  a  kind  of  footstool,  or  piece  of  wood 
jutting  out,  on  which  his  feet  were  laid  and  fastened.     Without 
this  the  criminal  could  not  long  continue  nailed  to  the  cross,  the 
whole  weight  bearing  upon  his  hands.    Some  assert  that  there  are 
no   traces  of  this  footstool  in   those  descriptions  of  the  cross, 
which  the  most  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  writers  have  left  us  ;  but 
they  speak  of  a  kind  of  wooden  horse,  upon  which  the  suffering 
person  was  as  it  were  mounted,  that  so  his  hands  might  not  be 
torn  asunder  by  the  weight  of  his  body ;  this  was  a  large  peg 
fixed  about  half  way  up  the  cross,  as  appears  in  Justin,  Irenaeus, 
and  others.     Sometimes  they  who  were  fastened  upon  the  cross 
lived  long  in  that  condition.     Andrew  is  believed  to  have  lived 
three  days  upon  it,  others  nine  days.      Eusebius  (lib.  vii.  cap.  8) 
speaks  of  certain  martyrs  in  Egypt,  who  were  kept  on  the  cross 
till  they  were  starved  to  death.     Sometimes  they  were  devoured, 
by  birds  and  beasts  of  prey : 


cruxiUum  tollat  in  auras. 


Viventerque  oculos  offerat  alitibus.  vrudent. 

And  generally  they  were  devoured  after  death  by  wolves,  dogs, 
and  birds.  Guards  were  appointed  to  observe  that  none  should 
take  them  down  and  bury  them. 

CUP  OF  BLESSING   EXPLAINED. 

1  CoR.  X.  16.  The  cup  of  blessing.]  This  cup  is  so  called  in 
allusion  to  the  cup  of  wine  used  at  common  meals,  or  at  the  pass- 
over  among  the  Jews ;  which  they  used  to  take  and  bless  God 
with,  and  give  him  thanks  for  their  mercies.  It  was  commonly 
called  the  cup  of  blessing.     Gill,  in  loc, 

1  Cor.  X.  17.  For  we  being  many  are  one  bread,"]  It  was  a 
cuatom  anciently  among  the  barbarians  to  meet  together  in  a 
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friendly  manner  over  one  bread.     Jamblich  Fit  Pythag.  §  Ixxxvi. 
p.  71. 

CUP   OF    THE    lord's    INDIGNATION    THREATENED. 

Hab.  ii.  16.  — the  cup  of  the  Lord^s  right  hand  shall  he  turned 
unto  thee^  In  the  entertainments  of  the  ancients  the  cup  was 
delivered  towards  the  right  hand ;  express  mention  is  made  of  this 
practice  by  Homer : 

From  where  the  goblet  first  begins  to  flow, 

From  right  to  left,  in  order  take  the  bow.         Odyss,  b.  xxi. 

See  also  Iliad,  b.  i.  597. 

This  custom  seems  to  be  referred  to  in  the  words  of  the  prophet. 

Rev.  xiv.  10.  The  same  shall  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath 
of  God,  which  is  poured  out  without  mixture  into  the  cup  of  his 
indignation^]  The  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  cup  of  his 
indignation,  are  expressions  taken  from  the  language  of  the  pro- 
phets. It  was  not  only  customary  to  treat  friends  with  a  cup  of 
wine  as  a  mark  of  affection,  but  to  execute  the  sentence  of  death 
on  offenders  by  making  them  drink  a  cup  of  wine,  in  which  some 
strong  poison  had  been  infused.  Such  was  the  *  execution  of 
Socrates  by  a  cup  of  poison.  Grotius  seems  to  give  a  just  ac- 
count of  the  expression  without  mixture,  that  it  intimates,  that  the 
poisonous  ingredients  were  infused  in  pure  unmixed  wine,  to  take 
a  stronger  tincture,  and  become  a  more  deadly  poison.  Lowman 
in  loc. 

CURSING  BY  THEIR  GODS  AN  IDOLATROUS  PRACTICE. 

1  Sam.  xvii.  43.  He  cursed  David  by  his  gods.]  It  is  highly 
probable  that  this  was  a  general  practice  with  idolaters,  who,  sup- 
posing themselves  secure  of  the  mvour  and  protection  of  their  dei- 
ties, concluded  that  their  enemies  must  necessarily  be  the  objects 
of  their  displeasure  and  vengeance.  Hence,  anticipating  the  cer- 
tainty of  divine  wrath  upon  them,  they  cursed  and  devoted  them  to 
destruction.  So  did  the  Philistine  act  towards  David.  And  so 
the  Romans  used  to  do,  sapng,  "  Dii  deaeque  te  perdant." 

CUSTOM  AT  A  JEWISH  WEDDING. 

Isaiah  xliv.  18.  Shut  their  eyes.]  One  of  the  solemnities  at  a^ 
Jewish  wedding  at  Aleppo  is,  fastening  the  eye-lids  together  with 
gum.  The  bridegroom  is  the  person  who  opens  the  bride's  eyes 
at  the  appointed  time.  ("Russelrs  Hist,  of  Aleppo,"  p.  13^.)  To 
this  custom  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reference  in  the  scrip- 
tures ;  but  it  was  used  also  as  a  punishment  in  these  countries. 
Sir  T.  Roe's  chaplain,  in  his  account  of  his  voyage  to  the  East  In- 
dies, mentions  a  son  of  the  great  mogul,  whom  he  had  seen,  who 
had  been  cast  into  prison  by  his  father,  where  "  his  eyes  were 
sealed  up  (by  something  put  before  them  which  might  not  be 
taken  off;  for  the  space  of  three  years,  after  which  time  that  seal 
was   taken   away,  that  he  might  with  freedom  enjoy  the  lights 
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though  not  his  liberty."  (p.  471.)  Other  princes  have  been  treated 
after  a  different  manner,  when  it  has  been  thought  fit  to  keep 
them  under :.  they  have  had  drugs  administered  to  them  to  render 
them  stupid.  Thus  Olearus  tells  us  (p.  915)  that  Schach  Abas, 
the  celebrated  Persian  monarch,  who  died  in  1629,  ordered  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  opium  to  be  given  every  day  to  his  grandson,  who 
was  to  be  his  successor,  to  render  him  stupid,  that  he  might  not 
have  any  reason  to  fear  him.  Such  are  probably  the  circumstances 
alluded  to  in  this  passage,  as  also  in  Isaiah  vi.  10;  and  in  this 
view  how  beautiftil  do  these  words  appear !  The  quality  of  the 
persons  thus  treated,  the  tenderness  expressed  in  these  sorts  of 
punishments,  the  temporary  nature  of  them,  and  the  after  design 
of  making  them  partakers  of  the  highest  honours,  all  which  cir- 
cumstances appear  in  these  quotations,  serve  to  throw  a  softness 
over  this  dispensation  of  Providence  towards  those  who  deserved 
great  severity.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^78. 

CUSTOM  OF  FISHERMEN  ALLUDED  TO. 

Job.  xli.  7.  Or  his  head  with  fish-spears  ?  The  Hebrew  root 
of  the  word  rendered  fish-spears  seems  to  have  no  connexion  in 
sense  with  spears.  The  Hebrew  phrase  may  mean  to  insert, 
place,  or  set  in;  the  Chaldee  Targum  on  this  verse  runs  literally 
thus:  ^'  Is  it  possible  that  thou  shouldst  place  his  skin  in  the 
booth,  and  his  head  in  the  shed  or  hut  for  fish  ?"  Agreeably  to 
this  idea  tbe  whole  verse  may  refer,  as  Gusset  has  observed,  to 
the  fishermen's  custom  of  hanging  up  in  their  huts  the  skins  or 
heads  of  the  strange  or  monstrous  fishes  they  had  taken  \  as  hun- 
ters did  those  of  wild  beasts,  and  as  our  fox-hunters  still  nail  up 
against  the  stable  door  the  heads  of  the  foxes  they  have  killed. 
Parkhurst's  Heb.  Lex.  p.  614.  ed.  4. 

CUSTOM  OF  GIVING  THANKS  FOR  MEAT  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

1  Cor.  X.  30.  For  if  I  by  grace  he  a  partaker,  why  am  I  evil 
spoken  of  for  that  for  which  I  give  thanks  ?]  The  custom  of 
blessing  both  what  was  to  be  eaten  and  what  was  to  be  drank 
was  transmitted  fi-om  the  synagogues  to  the  first  christian  as- 
semblies. These  benedictions  are  also  called  thanksgivings  or 
f  raises ;  and  thus  we  are  to  understand  these  words  of  the  apostle. 
^icart's  Religious  Ceremonies,  vol.  i.  p.  1£4. 

1  Cor.  X.  31.  Whether  therefore  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever 

Se  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  GodJ]  "  Besides  prayers,  the  Jews 
ad  likewise  benedictions  among  them,  of  which  every  one  was 
to  repeat  a  hundred  every  day.  They  said  them  over  their  bread 
and  over  their  wine,  when  they  were  at  table :  and  perhaps  this  is 
what  St.  Paul  alludes  to  when  he  says,  whether  therefore  ye  eat," 
&c.     Lamy's  Apparatus  Bibhcus,  p.  191. 

CUTTING  OFF  THE  BEARD  AN  INSULT  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

2  Sam.  x.  4.  Shaved  off  one  half  of  their  beards.]  It  is  a  great 
mark  of  infamy  amongst  the  Arabs  to  cut  off  the  beard.     Many 
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people  would  prefer  death  to  this  kind  of  treatment.  As  they 
would  think  it  a  grievous  punishment  to  lose  it^  they  carry  things 
so  far  as  to  beg  for  the  sake  of  it :  "  By  your  beard,  by  the  life  of 
your  beard,  do.  God  preserve  your  blessed  beard."  When  they 
would  express  their  value  for  a  thing,  they  say,  "  It  is  worth  more 
than  his  beard."  These  things  show  the  energy  of  that  thought 
of  Ezekiel  (ch.  v.  ver.  1,  5),  where  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
are  compared  to  the  hair  of  his  head  and  beard.  It  intimates, 
that  though  they  had.  been  &s  dear  to  God  as  the  beard  was  to  the 
Jews,  yet  thev  should  be  consumed  and  destroyed.  (Harmer,  vol. 
ii.  p.  55.)  When  Peter  the  Great  attempted  to  civilize  the  Rus- 
sians, and  introduced  the  manners  and  fashions  of  the  more 
refined  parts  of  Europe,  nothing  met  with  more  opposition  than 
the  cutting  off  of  their  beards,  and  many  of  those,  who  were 
obliged  to  comply  with  this  command,  testified  such  great  venera- 
tion for  their  beards,  as  to  order  them  to  be  buried  with  them. 
Irwin  also,  in  his  voyage  up  the  Red  Sea  (p.  40),  says,  that  at 
signing  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  vizier  of  Yambo,  they  swore  by 
tiieir  beards,  the  most  solemn  oath  they  can  take.  D'  Arvieux 
gives  a  remarkable  instance  of  an  Arab,  who,  having  received  a 
wound  in  his  jaw,  chose  to  hazard  his  life  rather  than  to  suffer 
his  surgeon  to  take  off  his  beard.  From  all  these  representations 
it  may  easily  be  collected  how  great  the  insult  was  which  Hanun 
put  upon  David's  servants. 

CUTTING  OFF  THE  HEAD  OF  AN  ENEMY  COMMON  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  xvii.  51.  Therefore  David  ran,  and  stood  upon  the 
Philistine,  and  took  his  sword,  and  drew  it  out  of  the  sheath 
thereof,  and  slew  him  and  cut  off  his  head  therewith.^     Niebuhr 

{>resents  us  with  a  very  similar  scene  in  his  "  Descript.  de 
'Arabic,"  p.  263,  where  the  son  of  an  Arab  chief  kills  his  father's 
enemy  and  rival,  and,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Arabs,  cuts 
off  his  head,  and  carries  it  in  triumph  to  his  father.  In  a  note  he 
adds,  "  cutting  off  the  head  of  a  slain  enemy,  and  carrying  it  in 
triumph,  is  an  ancient  custom."  Xenophon  remarks,  that  it  was 
practised  by  the  Chalybes.  (Retreat  of  the  ten  thousand,  lib. 
iv.)     Herodotus  attributes  it  to  the  Scythians,  lib.  iv.  cap.  60. 

DANCING  OF  WOMEN  AN  ACT  OF  DEVOTION  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  xviii.  6.  The  women  came  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Israel, 
singing  and  dancing,  to  meet  king  SauL\  It  was  customary  for 
women  to  celebrate  the  praises  oi  God  in  public  on  remarkable 
occasions.     See  Exod.  xv.  £0,  21. 

1  Sam.  xviii.  6.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  came,  when 
David  was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  Philistine,  that  the  . 
women  came  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Israel,  singing  and  dancing,  to 
meet  king  Saul."]  The  dancing  and  playing  on  instruments  of 
music  before  persons  of  distinction,  when  they  pass  near  the 
dwelling-places  of  such  as  are  engaged  in  country  business,,  still 
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continues  in  the  East.  This  was  practised  by  some  persons  in 
comphment  to  the  Baron  Du  Tott.  He  says  ("  Memoirs,"  part 
iv.  p.  131),  "  I  took  care  to  cover  my  escort  with  my  small  troop 
of  Europeans ;  and  we  continued  to  march  oh  in  this  order,  which 
had  no  very  hostile  appearance,  when  we  perceived  a  motion  in 
the  enemy's  camp,  from  which  several  of  the  Turcomen  advanced 
to  meet  us :  and  I  soon  had  the  musicians  of  the  different  hordes 
playing  and  dancing  before  me,  all  the  time  we  were  passing  by 
the  side  of  their  camp."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  292. 

DANIEL  HONOURED  BY  BELSHAZZAR. 

Dan.  v.  13.  Then  was  Daniel  brought  before  the  king.^  Char- 
din  gives  an  account  of  a  very  singular  kind  of  honour  paid  the 
Persian  princes  after  their  deaths — that  it  was  usual  to  drive  their 
physicians  and  astrologers  from  court.  This  he  supposes  to  be  of 
great  antiquity,  and  to  have  been  the  cause  of  Daniel's  absence, 
when  Belshazzar  saw  the  hand  writing  his  doom  on  the  wall, 
which  writing  nobody  that  was  then  with  him  could  explain. 
Daniel  was  not,  it  is  certain,  only  occasionally  absent  from  this 
solemnity,  which  was  conducted  in  a  manner  affronting  to  the 
God  of  Israel ;  for  it  appears  from  ver.  13,  that  he  was  not  at  all 
personally  known  to  Belshazzar.  This  has  been  supposed  to 
have  been  owing  to  his  having  been  a  vicious  and  a  weak  prince. 
Chardin  supposes,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  ceremonial  of  the 
Persian  court  required  it.  The  first  reason  hardly  accounts  for 
his  absence,  since  weak  and  vicious  as  he  might  be,  Nicotris,  his 
mother,  who  appears  to  have  been  no  stranger  to  the  great  abilities 
of  Daniel,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  lady  of  great  wisdom,  and 
who  is  believed  to  have  had  the  chief  management  of  affairs, 
might  have  employed  Daniel  in  matters  of  state,  which,  in  all  pro- 
bability, considering  his  eminence,  would  have  made  him  known 
to  the  ^ng ;  he  did  not  however  know  him ;  she  did  not  therefore 
employ  Daniel.  From  the  queen  mother's  recommending  Bel- 
shazzar to  consult  Daniel,  I  collect,  says  Chardin,  that  Daniel 
had  been  mazouled  (displaced)  at  the  death  of  the  king ;  for  in  the 
East,  when  the  king  dies,  the  physicians  and  astrologers  are  dis- 
placed ;  the  first,  for  not  having  driven  away  death ;  and  the 
other,  for  not  having  predicted  it.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  165. 

Dan.  v.  99.  They  clothed  Daniel  with  scarlet.^  This  was  de- 
signed to  honour  Daniel,  and  certainly  was,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  East,  a  ceremony  ^highly  expressive  of  dignity.  To 
come  out  from  the  presence  of  a  superior  in  a  garment  cQfferent 
from  that  in  which  the  person  went  in,  was  significant  of  approba- 
tion and  promotion.  Whether  it  was  the  precise  intention  of  this 
clothing  to  declare  Daniel's  investiture  with  the  dignity  of  the 
third  ruler  of  the  kingdom,  or  whether  it  was  an  honorary  distinc- 
tion, unconnected  with  his  advancement,  cannot  be  absolutely 
decided,  because  caffetans,  or  robes,  are  at  this  day  put  on  people 
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with  both  views.  Chardin  has  a  passage,  from  which  it  appears 
how  easy  it  is  immediately  to  put  a  garment  on  a  person  they  in- 
tend to  honour,  answerable  to  that  degree  oi  honour  they 
design  to  do  him,  let  it  be  what  it  will.  After  having  observed, 
that  in  Persia  and  the  Indies  they  not  only  give  a  vestment,  but  a 
complete  suit  of  clothes,  when  they  would  do  a  person  more 
honour  than  common,  contrary  to  what  is  practised  in  Tiu*key  and 
China,  he  goes  on  to  observe,  that  these  presents  of  vestments  are 
only  from  superiors  to  inferiors,  not  from  equals  to  equals,  nor 
from  the  mean  to  the  great  Kings  constantly  give  them  to  am- 
bassadors, residents,  and  envoys,  and  send  them  to  princes  who 
are  their  tributaries,  and  pay  them  homage.  They  pay  great 
attention  to  the  quality  or  merit  of  those  to  whom  these  vestments 
or  habits  are  given;  they  are  always  answerable  to  their  rank. 
Those  that  are  given  to  their  great  men  have,  in  like  manner,  as 
much  difference  as  there  is  between  the  degrees  of  honour  they 
possess  in  the  state.  The  kings  of  Persia  have  great  wardrobes, 
where  there  are  always  many  hundreds  of  habits  ready,  designed 
for  presents,  and  sorted.  The  intendant  of  the  wardrobes  (which 
they  call  kalaat  kone,  that  is,  the  house  of  kalaats,  that  being  the 
name  given  those  vestments  that  are  made  presents  of)  sends  one 
of  them  to  the  person  the  great  master  orders,  arid  of  that  kind 
the  order  directs.  More  than  forty  tailors  are  always  employed 
in  this  house.  This  difference  of  vestments,  as  to  the  stuff  they 
are  made  of,  is  not  observed  in  Turkey;  there  they  are  pretty 
much  alike  in  point  of  richness,  but  they  give  more,  or  fewer, 
according  to  the  dignity  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  pre- 
sented, or  the  degree  in  which  they  would  caress  them.  There 
are  ambassadors  who  have  received  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  them 
for  themselves  and  attendants ;  and  several  are  given  to  one  per- 
son, respect  being  had  to  the  place  he  holds.  In  the  year  1675, 
the  king  of  Persia  having  returned  answer  to  the  agents  of  the 
grandson  of  Teimuras-can,  the  last  king  of  Iberia,  (who  solicited 
his  return  to  court,  and  was  then  in  Muscovy)  that  he  should  be 
welcome,  and  this  young  prince  having  come  to  the  frontiers,  his 
majesty  sent  one  of  his  officers  to  bring  him  to  him,  and  to  defray 
his  expenses,  with  a  very  rich  present,  in  which,  among  other 
things,  were  five  complete  suits  of  clothes.  Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  85^ 
Dan.  ii.  48.  Then  the  king  made  Daniel  a  great  man,\  For 
various  purposes  and  services  the  eastern  princes  honoured  and 
dignified  men  of  wisdom  and  particular  abilities :  but  they  some- 
times carried  their  attachment  to  a  very  singular  excess  ;  even  im- 
prisoning them  if  they  suspected  them  of  an  intention  to  retire.  If 
they  hapQjBned  to  escape,  an  embassy  with  presents  and  apologies 
sometimes  followed  the  man  of  learning;  and  a  peremptory  demand 
was  often  made,  where  gentler  methods  had  not  the  desired  effect : 
a  demand,  however,  seldom  complied  with,  if  the  power  of  the 
sovereign  with  whom  they  had  taken  reftige  bore  any  proportion  to 
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that   of  his    competitor.     See   Richardson's   Dissert,  on   the 
Eastern  Nations^  p.  30. 

Daniel's  manner  of  making  supplication. 

Dan.  vi.  10.  He  went  into  his  house,  and,  his  windows  being 
open  in  his  chamber  toward  Jerusalem,^  It  was  enjoined  upon 
tne  Jews,  that  if  any  of  them  were  led  away  captive,  they  should 
pray  to  God  toward  the  city  which  he  had  chosen,  and  the  house 
which  Solomon  had  built,  1  Kings  viii.  48.  The  conduct  of 
Daniel  in  the  instance  now  referred  to,  was  in  obedience  to  that 
command. 

We  find  that  a  similar  custom  of  expressing  an  affection  for  any 
highly  esteemed  place  by  turning  their  faces  towards  it,  prevails  at 
this  present  time  among  the  people  in  Africa^  Thus  Park  informs 
us :  "  when  we  were  departed,"  says  this  traveller,  "  from  Kamalia 
(near  the  Niger,)  a  town  in  Manding,  we  were  followed  for  about 
half  a  mile  by  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  some  of  them 
crying,  and  others  shaking  hands  with  their  relations,  who  were 
now  about  to  leave  them;  and,  when  we  had  gained  a  piece  of 
rising  ground,  firom  which  we  had  a  view  of  Kamalia,  all  the 
people  belonging  to  the  coffle  (a  number  of  slaves  who  were  going 
down  to  the  coast)  were  ordered  to  sit  down  in  another  place,  with 
their  faces  towards  Kamalia,  when  a  schoolmaster  that  accompanied 
them  pronounced  a  long  and  solemn  prayer."  Gillinowater, 
MS. 

Dan.  vi.  11.  Making  supplication.^  There  were  various  ways 
of  making  supplication  peculiar  to  different  nations.  Themistocles, 
when  pursued  by  the  Athenians  and  Lacedaemonians,  and  forced 
to  cast  himself  on  the  protection  of  Admetus,  king  of  the  Molos- 
sians,  held  the  young  prince  (who  was  then  a  child)  in  his  arms, 
and  in  that  posture  prostrated  himself  before  the  king's  household 
gods ;  this  being  the  most  sacred  manner  of  supplication  amongst 
that  people.     (Plutarch  in  Themist) 

The  Grecians  used  to  supplicate  with  green  boughs  in  their 
hands,  and  crowns  upon  their  heads,  chiefly  of  olive  or  laurel; 
Whence  Statins  says, 

Mite  nenms  circa  ■ 

Vittatae  launu,  et  supplicis  arbor  olirae. 

DASHING  INFANTS  AGAINST  STONES  COMMON  IN  SACKING  TOWNS. 

Psalm  cxxxvii.  9.  Happy  shall  he  be  that  taketh  and  dasheth 
thy  little  ones  against  the  stones."]  This  was  an  instance  of 
cruelty  frequently  exercised  in  the  sacking  of  towns.  Thus  Isaiah 
(c.  xiii.  V.  16)  foretels  to  Babylon,  that  her  children  shall  be 
dashed  in  pieces  before  her  eyes  by  the  Medes.  See  also  Hosea 
xiii.  16.     So  also  in  Homer,  one  exclaims. 

My  city  burnt. 
My  bleeding  infants  dash'd  against  the  floor ; 
These  I  have  yet  to  see,  perhaps  yet  more.  IL  0.  ▼.  22.    Pope. 
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He  also  repeats  Andromache  lamenting  over  Hector : 

Tbou  too,  my  son !  to  barb'roas  climes  sbalt  go. 
The  sad  companion  of  tby  mother's  woe  -, 
Driy'n  hence  a  slaye  berore  the  victor's  sword  ; 
Condemned  to  toil  for  some  inhuman  lord : 
Or  else  some  Greek,  whose  father  pressed  the  plain, 
Or  son,  or  brother,  bj  great  Hector  slain. 
In  Hector's  blood  his  vengeance  shall  enjoy. 
And  hurl  thee]|^headlong  from  the  tow'rs  of  Troy. 

II.  xxiv.  732,    PopF. 

David's  conduct  to  shimei  examined. 

1  Kings  ii.  9.  Now,  therefore  hold  him  not  guiltless  ;  for  thou 
art  a  wise  man,  and  knowest  what  thou  oughtest  to  do  unto  him ; 
but  his  hoary  head  bring  thou  down  to  the  grave  with  blood,^    Da- 
vid is  here  represented  in  our  English  version,  as  finishing  his  life 
with  giving  a  command  to  Solomon  to  kill  Shimei;  and  to  kill  him 
on  account  of  that  very  crime,  for  which  he  had  sworn  to  him  by 
the  Lord,  he  would  not  put  him  to  death.     The  behaviour  thus 
imputed  to  the  king  and  prophet,  should  be  examined  very  care- 
fi^ly,  as  to  the  ground  it  stands  upon.     When  the  passage  is  duly 
considered,  it  will  appear  highly  probable  that  an  injury  has  been 
done  to  this  illustrious  character.     It  is  not  uncommon  in  the  He- 
brew language  to  omit  the  negative  in  a  second  part  of  a  sentence, 
and  to  consider  it  as  repeated,  when  it  has  been  once  expressed, 
and  is  followed  by  the  connecting  particle.     The  necessity  of  so 
very  considerable  an  alteration,  as  inserting  the  particle  not,  may 
be  here  confirmed  by  some  other  instances.     Thus  Psalm  i.  5. 
"  The  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the  judgment,  nor  (the  Heb.  is 
and  sigpifying  and  not)  sinners  in  the  congregation  of  the  righ- 
teous." (Psalm  ix.   18.  Psalm  xxxviii.  1.  Psalm  Ixxv.  5.  Prov. 
xxiv.   12.)     If  then  Jhere  are  in  fact  many  such  instances,   the 
question  is,  whether  the  negative,  here  expressed  in  the  former 
part  of  1>a¥i4*&x:6inmand,  may  not  be  understood  as  to  be  repeated 
in  the  latter  part ;   and  if  this  mag  be,  a  strong  reason  will  be 
added,  why  it  should  be  so  interpreted.     The  passage  will  run 
thus  :  "  Behold,  thou  hast  with  thee  Shimei,  who  cursed  me,  but 
I  swear  to  him  by  the  Lord,  saying,  I  will  not  put  thee  to  death  by 
the  sword.     Now,  therefore,  hold  him  not  guiltless,  (for  thou  art 
a  wise  man,  and  knowest  what  thou  oughtest  to  do  unto  him)  but 
bring  not  down  his  hoary  head  to  the  grave  with  blood."     Now,  if 
the  language  itself  will  admit  this  construction,  the  sense  thus  given 
to  the  sentence  derives  a  very  strong  support  firom  the  context. 
For,  how  did  Solomon  understand  this  charge  ?  did  he  kill  Shimei 
in  consequence  of  it  ?     Certainly  he  did  not.     For,  after  he  had 
immediately  commanded  Joab  to  be   slain,   in  obedience  to  his 
father,  he  sends  for  Shimei,  and  knowing  that  Shimei  ought  to  be 
well  watched,  confines  him  to  a  particular  spot  in  Jerusalem  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.     1  Kings  ii.  36 — 4-2.     Kennicott's 
Remarks,  p.  131. 
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DAY  AND  NIGHT  IN  LOWER  ASIA. 

Gen.  xxxi.  40.  In  the  day  the  drought  consumed  nie,  and  the 
frost  by  night.]  ".In  Europe  the  days  and  nights  resemble  each 
other  with  respect  to  the  qualities  of  heat  and  cold ;  but  it  is  quite 
otherwise  in  the  East.  In  the  Lower  Asia  in  particular,  the  day 
is  always  hot ;  and  as  soon  as  the  sun  is  fifteen  degrees  above  the 
horizon,  no  cold  is  felt  in  the  depth  of  winter  itself.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  the  height  of  summer  the  nights  are  as  cold  as  at  Paris 
in  the  month  of  March.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  in  Persia  and 
Turkey  they  always  make  use  of  furred  habits  in  the  country,  such 
only  being  sufficient  to  resist  the  cold  of  the  nights."  (Chardin  in 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  74.)  Campbell,  ("Travels,"  part  ii.  p.  100) 
says,  "  sometimes  we  lay  ajt  night  out  in  the  open  air,  rather  than 
enter  a  town ;  on  which  occasions  I  found  the  weather  as  piercing 
cold  as  it  was  distressfully  hot  in  the  day  time."  Hence  we  may 
clearly  see  the  force  and  propriety  of  Jacob's  complaint. 

DAY  BREAK  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Sol.  Song  ii.  17.  Till  the  day  break.]  Till  the  day  breathe. 
It  is  obvious  to  common  observation,  in  almost  every  country,  that 
in  settled  weather  there  is  generally,  at  the  time  of  the  sun's  ap- 
proach to  the  horizon,  and  a  little  after  he  is  risen,  a  pretty  brisk 
easterly  gale,  which  seems  to  be  the  breathing  of  the  day  here 
mentioned.  Egmont  and  Heyman  (vol.  ii.  p.  13)  inform  us,  that 
"  though  the  heat  of  the  coast  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  of  some 
other  places  there,  is  very  great,  yet  this  excessive  heat  is  very 
much  lessened  by  a  sea-breeze,  which  constantly  blows  every 
morning,  and  by  its  coolness,  renders  the  heats  of  the  summer 
very  supportable."  (See  Nature  Displayed,  vol.  iii.  p.  177. 
English  ed.  l^o.) 

DAY  OF  ESPOUSALS  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

Sol.  Song  iii.  1 1.  The  crown  wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in 
the  day  of  his  espousals.]  Such  a  ceremony  as  this  was  customary 
among  the  Jews  at  their  marriages.  Maillet  informs  us,  the 
crowns  were  made  of  diflFerent  materials.  Describing  the  custom 
as  practised  by  the  members  of  the  Greek  church  who  now  live  in 
Egypt,  he  says  (Lett.  x.  p.  85)  "that  the  parties  to  be  married 
are  placed  opposite  to  a  reading-desk,  upon  which  the  book  of  the 
gospels  is  placed,  and  upon  the  book  two  crowns,  which  are  made 
of  such  materials  as  people  choose,  of  flowers,  of  cloth,  or  of  tin- 
sel. There  he  (the  priest)  continues  his  benedictions  and  prayers, 
into  which  he  introduces  all  the  patriarchs  of  the  Old  Testament 
He  after  that  places  these  crowns,  the  one  on  the  head  of  the 
bridegroom,  the  other  on  that  of  the  bride,  and  covers  them  both 
with  a  veil."  After  some  other  ceremonies  the  priest  concludes 
the  whole  by  taking  off  their  crowns,  and  dismissing  them  with 
prayers. 
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DEAFNESS  PERSONIFIED. 

2  Sam.  xix.  35.  Can  I  hear  any  more  the  voice  of  singing 
men  and  singing  women  ?]  The  Mahommedan  caliphs  are  repre- 
sented as  surrounded  by  young  and  handsome  ladies  in  a  morning, 
with  all  sorts  of  instruments  of  music  in  their  hands,  standing  with 
great  modesty  and  respect;  who,  on  their  sitting  up  in  their  beds, 
in  order  to  rise,  prostrate  themselves,  and  those  with  instruments 
of  music  begin  a  concert  of  soft  flutes,  &c.  In  the  halls  in  which  they 
eat  and  drink,  bands  of  musicians  are  supposed  to  attend  them  in 
like  manner.  ("Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments,"  vol.  ix.  p.  20.) 
Theocritus  has  described  the  same  custom  as  existing  amongst  the 
Greeks,  and  from  the  words  of  Barzillai  to  David  it  appears^  that 
something  of  the  kind  was  practised  in  the  court  of  that  king. 

DEATH  AND  FAMINE  SYMBOLIZED. 

Rev.  vi.  8.  And  I  looked,  and  behold  a  pale  horse,  and  his 
name  thai  sat  on  him  was  Death."]  It  is  not  imlikely  that  the 
figures  representing  death  and  the  grave  might  have  their  names 
expressed  by  some  motto  or  inscription,  as  it  was  a  thing  so  well 
known  in  the  medals  of  these  times  to  write  the  names  Pietas,  Fe- 
licitas,   Virtus,  &c.  under  the  figures  designed  to  represent  them. 

DECISION  OF  CONTROVERSY  BY  DUECS. 

1  Sam.  xvii.  45.  /  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
.  Hosts,]  The  decision  of  national  controversies  by  the  duels  of  the 
chiefs  was  frequent  in  ancient  times.  That  between  the  Horatii 
and  Curiatii  is  well  known:  and  even  before  that,  Romulus,  and 
Aruns  king  of  the  Ceninenses,  ended  their  national  quarrel  by  the 
like  method ;  Romulus  killing  his  adversary,  taking  his  capital, 
and  dedicating  the  spoils  to  Jupiter  Feretrius.  (Val.  Max.  1.  viii.  c. 
2.  §.  3.)  Chandler  s  Life  of  David,  vol.  i.  p.  70.  note. 

DECORATION  OP  SOLOMON'S  QUEEN. 

Sol.  Song  i.  10.  Thy  cheeks  are  comely  with  rows  of  jewels.] 
Olearius  supposes  the  nead-dress  of  the  bride  here  referred  to  is 
the  same  with  that  which  is  now  ^equently  used  in  the  East.  He 
says  (p.  818),  that  all  the  head-dress  that  the  Persian  ladies  make 
use  of,  consists  of  two  or  three  rows  of  pearls,  which  are  not  worn 
there  about  the  neck,  as  in  other  places ;  but  round  the  head,  be- 
ginning at  the  forehead,  and  descending  down  the  cheeks  and  un- 
der the  chin ;  so  that  their  faces  seem  to  be  set  in  pearls.  Har- 
mer,  on  Sol.  Song,  p.  ^5. 

DEDICATION  OP  HOUSES  PRACTISED  AMONG  ^THE  JEWS. 

PsALM  XXX.  Title.  A  psalm  and  song  at  the  dedication  of  the 
house  of  David.]  It  was  common  when  any  person  had  finished 
a  house  and  entered  into  it,  to  celebrate  it  with  great  rejoicing,  and 
keep  a  festival  to  which  his  friends  were  invited,  and  to  perform 
some  religious  ceremonies  to  secure  the  protection  of  heaven. 
Thus,  when  the  second  temple  was  finished,  the  priests,  and  Le- 
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vites,  and  the  rest  of  the  captivity,  kept  the  dedication  of  the  house 
of  God  with  joy,  and  oiiered  numerous  sacrifices,  Ezra  vi.  16. 
We  read  in  the  New  Testament  of  the  feast  of  the  dedication,  ap- 
pointed by  Judas  Maccabaeus,  in  memory  of  the  purification  and 
restoration  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  after  it  had  been  defiled 
and  laid  in  ruins  by  Antiochus  Epiphanes  ;  and  celebrated  annu- 
ally, to  the  time  of  its  destruction  by  Titus,  by  solemn  sacrifices, 
music,  songs,  and»  hymns  to  the  praise  of  God ;  and  feasts,  and 
every  thing  that  could  give  the  people  pleasure,  for  eight  days- 
successively.  (Josephus  Ant.  1.  xii.  §  7.)  This  was  customary  even 
amongst  private  persons.  Deut  xx.  5.  The  Romans  also  dedi- 
cated their  temples  and  their  theatres.  (Suet  Octav.  c.  xliii.  §  13.) 
So  also  they  acted  with  respect  to  their  statues,  palaces,  and 
houses.     Chandler's  Life  of  David,  vol.  ii.  p.  8. 

DEDICATIONS  TO  BUILDING  THE  JEWISH  TEMPLE. 

1  Chron.  xxvi.  ^7.  Out  of  the  spoils  won  in  battle  did  they  de- 
dicate to  maintain  the  house  of  the  Lord."]  According  to  the  law 
of  Moses,  the  booty  was  to  be  divided  equally,  between  those  .who 
were  in  the  battle,  and  those  who  were  in  the  camp,  whatever  disparity 
there  might  be  in  the  number  of  each  party.  The  law  farther  re- 
quires, that  out  of  that  part  of  the  spoils  which  was  assigned  to 
the  fighting  men,  the  Lord's  share  should  be  separated :  and  for 
every  five  hundred  men,  oxen,  sheep,  &c.,  they  were  to  take  one 
for  the  high  priest,  as  being  the  Lord's  first-fruits,  and  out  of  the 
other  moiety  belonging  to  the  children  of  Israel,  they  were  to  give 
for  every  fifty  men,  oxen,  sheep,  &c.,  one  to  the  Levites.  Amongst 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  the  plunder  was  brought  together  into 
one  common  stock,  and  divided  afi;erwards  amongst  the  ofiicers 
and  soldiers,  papng  some  respect  to  their  rank  in  the  distribution. 
Sometimes  thet  soldiers  made  a  reserve  of  the  chief  part  of  the 
booty,  to  present  by  way  of  compliment  to  their  respective  gene- 
rals. The  gods  were  always  remembered.  And  the  priests  had 
sufficient  influence  to  procure  them  an  handsome  OTOring,  and 
other  acceptable  presents.  See  Homer,  II.  vii.  81.  Eurip.  Here. 
Fur.  476.  Virgil  Mn.  iii.  286.  et  vii.  183.  Wilson's  Archseol. 
Diet.  art.  Booty. 

DEPENDENCE  ON  WAR  FOR  SECURITY. 

EzEK.  xxxiii.  %.  Ye  stand  upon  your  sword.']  You  make  your 
strength  the  law  of  justice,  according  to  the  character  given  of  un- 
godly men.  (Wisdom  ii.  11.)  Spencer  (de  Legib.  Heb.  lib.  ii.  cap. 
11)  thinks  that  the  expression  alludes  to  a  custom  of  the  heathens, 
who  put  the  blood  of  their  sacrifices  iilto  a  vessel  or  pit,  in  order 
to  call  up  and  consult  evil  spirits,  and  then  stood  with  their  swords 
drawn,  to  keep  the  demons  off  from  doing  them  any  harm. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  A  FORE-RUNNER. 

IsAiAH  xl.  3.  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord.]  This  passage 
is  an  allusion  to  the  custom  of  senchng  persons  before  a  great 
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prince,  to  clear  the  way  for  his  passage.  Sir  Thomas  Roe*s 
chaplain  (p.  468)  says,  "  I,  waiting  upon  my  lord  ambassador  two 
years,  and  part  of  a  third,  and  travelling  with  him  in  progress  with 
that  king  (the  mogul)  in  the  most  temperate  months  there,  betwixt 
September  and  April,  was  in  one  of  our  progresses  betwixt  M an- 
doa  and  Amadavar  nineteen  days,  making  but  short  journeys  in  a 
wilderness,  where,  by  a  very  great  company  sent  before  us  to  make 
those  passages  and  places  fit  to  receive  us,  a  way  was  cut  out  and 
made  even,  broad  enough  for  our  convenient  passage.  And  in  the 
place  where  we  pitched  our  tents  a  great  compass  of  groimd  was 
rid  and  made  plain  for  them,  by  grubbing  a  number  of  trees  and 
bushes :  yet  there  we  went  as  readily  to  our  tents  as  we  did  when 
they  were  set  up  in  the  plains.'' 

DESCRIPTION  OF  AN  EXCELLENT  WIFE. 

Prov.  xxxi.  13.  She  seeketh  wool  and  flax  J]  It  was  usual  in 
ancient  times  for  great  personages  to  do  such  works  as  are  men-- 
tioned  in  these  words,  both  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Lu- 
cretia  with  her  ma4ds  was  foimd  spinning,  when  her  husband  Col- 
latinus  psdd  a  visit  to  her  fi'om  the  camp.  Tanaquilis,  or  Caia  Cse- 
cilia,  the  wife  .of  king  Tarquin,  was  an  excellent  spinner  of  wooL 
(Valerius  Maximus,  1.  x.  p.  348.)  Her  wool,  with  a  distaff  and 
spindle,  long  remained  in  the  temple  of  Sangus ;  and  a  garment 
made  by  her,  worn  by  Servius  Tullius,  was  reserved  in  the  temple 
of  Fortune.  Hence  it  became  a  custom  for  maidens  to  ajccompany 
new-married  women  with  a  distaff  and  spindle,  with  wool  upon 
them,  signifying  what  they  were  principally  to  attend  to.  (Plin. 
Nat.  Hist.  1.  viii.  c.  48.)  Maidens  are  advised  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  Minerva,  said  to  be  the  first  who  made  a  web  ;  and  if 
they  desired  to  have  her  favour,  learn  to  use  the  distaff,  and  to 
card  and  spin.  (Ovid.  Fast.  1.  iii.)  So  did  the  daughters  of  Minyas 
(Ovid.  Met.  1.  iv.  f.  1.  v.  34),  and  the  nymphs' (Virgil,  Geor.  1.  iv.). 
Augustus  Caesar  usually  wore  no  garments  but  such  as  were  made 
at  home,  by  his  wife,  sister,  or  daughter.  (Sueton.  in  Vit  August 
c.  73.) 

Prov.  xxxi.  22»  She  maketh  hersey^ coverings  of  tapestry,']  Ho- 
mer, who  was  nearly  contemporary  with  Solomon,  represents  both 
Helen  and  Penelope  employed  at  their  looms,  II.  iii.  125.  Od.  ii^ 
94.  et  vi.  52.  And  to  this  day  in  Barbary,  "  the  women  alone 
are  employed  in  the  manufacturing  of  their  hykes,  or  blankets  as 
we  should  calf  them :  who  do  not  use  the  shuttle,  but  conduct 
every  thread  of  the  woof  with  their  fingers."  Shaw's  Travels, 
p.  224. 

Prov.  xxxi.  24.  She  maketh  fine  linen,  and  selieth  it,  and  deli- 
foereth  girdles  unto  the  merchants^  Herodotus  informs  us,  that 
the  Egyptian  women  used  to  carry  on  commerce.  That  trade  is 
now  however  lost ;  and  the  Arabs  of  that  coimtry  are  the  only 
people   who  retain  any  share  of  it.     Maillet  (Lett  xL  p.  134) 
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says,  that  the  women  mpA  to  deal  in  bnying  and  selKng  things 
woven  of  silk,  gold,  and  silver,  of  pure  silk,  of  cotton,  of  cotton  and 
thread,  or  simple  linen  cloth,  whedier  made  in  the  country  or  im- 
ported. This  is  precisely  what  the  industrious  Israelitish  women 
are  supposed  to  have  done.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  414. 

Prov.  xxxi.  18.  Her  eandU  goeth  not  out  by  n^ht]  There  is 
a  passage  in  Vii^l,  which  may  serve  as  an  illustration  of  this  text, 
and  which  bears  so  great  a  resemblance  to  it,  that  it  might  almost 
pass  for  a  poetical  imitation. 

Prima  quies  medio  jam  noctis  abactse  * 

Cnrriculo  ezpulerat  somnam :  cum  fcemina  primum 

Cui  tolerare  colo  vitam,  tenuique  Minervd, 

Impositum  cinenim  et  sopitos  suBcitat  ignes, 

Noctem  addens  operi,  famulasqae  ad  lamina  longo 

Exercet  penso. ^n,  viii.  lin.  407. 

\ 
'  .  Night  was  now  sliding  in  her  middle  course : 

The  first  repose  was  finished :  when  the  dame, 
'    .  Who  by  her  distaff's  slender  art  snbiKsts, 

Wakes  the  spread  embers  and  the  sleeping  fire, 

Night  adding  to  her  work :  and  calls  her  maids 

To  their  long  tasks,  by  lighted  tapers  urg'd.     *  Trapp. 

And  to  give  a  modem  instance  of  a  similar  kind.  Monsieur  de 
Guys,  in  his  "Sentimental  Journey  through  Greece"  (cited  in 
^*  Critical  Review,"  for  June,  1772,  p.  459),  says,  "  embroidery  is 
the  constant  employment  of  the  Greek  women.  Those  who  fol- 
low it  for  a  living  are  employed  in  it  from  morning  to  night,  as 
are  also  their  daughters  and  slaves.  This  is  a  picture  of  the  in- 
dustrious wife,  painted  after  nature  by  Virgil,  in  the  eighth  book  of 
his  iSneid.  I  have  a  living  portrait  of  the  same  kind  constantly 
before  my  eyes.  The  lamp  of  a  pretty  neighbour  of  mine,  who 
follows  that  trade,  is  always  lighted  before  day,  and  her  young 
assistants  are  all  at  woik  betimes  in  the  morning." 

■ 

DESERT  OR  WILDERNESS  EXPLAINED. 

Isaiah  xlii.  IL  WildemessJ]  "  By  desert,  or  wilderness,  the 
reader  is  not  always  to  understand  a  country  altogether  barren 
and  unfruitful,  but  such  only  as  is  rarely  or  never  sown  or  culti- 
Tated:  which,  though  it  yields  no  crops  of  com  or  fruit,  yet 
affbrds  herbage,  more  or  less,  for  the  grazing  of  cattle,  with  foun- 
tairls  or  rills  of  water,  though  more  sparingly  interspersed  than  in 
other  pltees."  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  9,  note.  Agreeable  to  this 
account  we  find  that  Nabal,  who  was  possessed  o^  three  thousand 
sheep,  and  a  thousand  goats,  dwelt  in  the  wilderness,  1  Sam.  xxv. 
^.  This  it  w6uld  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  have  done,  had 
there  not  been  sufficient  pasturage  for  his  flocks  and  herds. 

DESOLATION  BY  PESTILENCE. 

EzEKiEL  XX.  47.  Say  to  the  forest  of  the  souths  hear  the  word 
of  the  Lord;  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  behold  I  will  kindle  a  fire 
in  thee,  and  it  shall  devour  every  green  tree,  and  every, dry  treeJ] 
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D'Herbelot  (p.  330)  has  given  us  a  passage  of  a  Persian  poetj 
describing  the  desolation  made  by  a  pestilence,  whose  terms  very 
much  resemble  the  words  of  the  prophet: 

The  pestilence,  like  an  avenging  fire,  ruins  at  once  this  beauti- 
fiil  city,  whose  territory  gives  an  odour  surpassing  that  of  the 
most  excellent  perfumes:  of  all  its  inhabitants  uiere  remains 
neitiier  a  young  man  nor  an  old. 

This  was  a  lightning  that,  falling  upon  a  forest,  consumed 
there  the  green  wood,  with  the  dry.  See  also  Hab.  iii.  5.  Har- 
MER,  vol.  ii.  p.  186. 

DESTRUCTIVE  MILITARY  SPOLIATION. 

Habbakkuk  i.  8.  Their  horsemen  shall  spread  themsehesJ]  The 
account  which  the  Baron  Du  Tott  has  given  of  the  manner  in 
which  an  army  of  modem  Tartars  conducted  themselves,  greatly 
illustrates  this  passage.  ^  These  particulars,"  says  he,  "  informed 
the  Cham  (or  prince)  and  the  generals  what  their  real  position 
was ;  and  it  was  decided  that  a  third  of  the  army,  composed  of 
volunteers,  commanded  by  a  sultan  and  several  mirzas,  should 
pass  the  river  at  midnight,  divide  into  several  columns,  subdivide 
successively,  and  thus  overspread  New  Servia,  burn  the  villages, 
com,  and  fodder,  and  carry  off  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 
The  rest  of  the  army,  in  order  to  follow  the  plan  concerted, 
marched  till  it  came  to  the  beaten  track  in  the  snow  made  by  the 
detachment.  This  we  followed  till  we  arrived  at  the  place  where 
it  divided  into  seven  branches,  to  the  left  of  which  we  constantly 
kept,  observing  never  to  mingle,  or  confuse  ourselves,  with  any  of 
the  subdivisions,  which  we  successively  found,  and  some  of  which 
were  only  small  paths,  traced  by  one  or  two  horsemen,  &c. 
Flocks  were  found  frozen  to  death  on  the  plain;  and  twenty 
columns  of  smoke,  already  rising  in  the  horizon,  completed  the 
horrors  of  the  scene,  and  announced  the  .fives  which  had  laid 
waste  New  Servia."  (Memoirs,  part  ii.  pp.  170 — 175.)  The  diffi- 
culties which  have  attended  the  explanation  of  these  words  are 
thus  happily  removed,  and  the  propriety  of  the  expression  fully 
established.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  £30. 

Matt.  xxiv.  17.  Ltet  idm  who  is  on  the  house-topnot  come  down 
to  take  any  thing  out  of  his  house."]  *^  It  was  not  possible  to 
view  this  country  without  calling  to  mind  the  wonderfiil  events 
that  have  occurred  in  it  at  various  periods  from  the  earliest  times : 
more  particularly  the  sacred  life  and  history  of  our  Redeemer 
pressed  fonenost  on  our  minds.  One  thing  struck  me  in  the  form 
of  the  houses  in  the  town  now  under  our  view,  which  served  to 
corroborate  the  account  of  former  travellers  in  this  country,  ex- 
plaining several  passages  of  scripture,  particularly  the  following, 
in  Matt  xxiv.  17,  our  blessed  Saviour,  in  describing  the  distresses 
which  shortly  would  overwhelm  the  land  of  Judea,  tells  his  dis- 
ciples, ^  when  the  abomination  of  desolation  is  seai  standing  in 
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the  holy  place,  let  him  who  is  on  the  house-top  not  come  down  to 
take  any  thing  out  of  his  house,  but  fly,'  &c»  The  houses  in  this 
country  are  all  flat-roofed,  and  communicate  with  each  other :  a 
person  there  might  proceed  to  the  city  walls  and  escape  into  the 
country,  without  coming  down  into  the  street."  Willyams's  Voy- 
age up  the  Mediterranean. 

Mr.  Harmer  endeavours  to  illustrate  this  passage,  by  referring 
to  the  eastern  custom  of  the  stair-case  being  on  the  outside  of  the 
house  :  but  Mr.  Willyams's  representation  seems  to  afford  a  more 
complete  elucidation  of  the  text. 

Matt.  xxiv.  18.  Neither  let  him  who  is  in  the  field  return  back 
to  take  his  clothes.']  It  was  usual  for  them  to  work  in  the  fields, 
ploughing  and  sowing,  without  their  clothes.     Hence  Virgil : 

Nudus  ara,  sere  nudus,  hjems  ignava  colono.  Georg.  i.  f99. 

Plough  naked,  swain,  and  naked  sow  the  land. 

For  Iqzj  winter  numbs  the  laboring  hand.  Dryuen. 

It  is  reported  of  Luciu's  Quinctius  Cincinnatus,  (Aurel.  Victor,  de 
Illustr.  Viris,  c.  20.)  that  the  messengers  who  were  sent  to  him 
from  Minutius  the  consul,  whom  he  had  delivered  from  a  siege, 
found  him  ploughing  naked  beyond  the  Tiber.  He  was  not  en- 
tirely naked,  but  stripped  of  his  upper  garments. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  A  FIELD  OR  VINEYARD  PUNISHABLE  AMONG 

THE  JEWS. 

ExoD.  xxii.  5.  If  a  man  shall  cause  a  field  or  vineyard  to  he 
eaten,]  Chandler  observed  (Travels  in  Asia  Minor,  p.  142) 
that  the  tame  cattle  were  very  fond  of  vine  leaves,  and  were  per- 
mitted to  eat  them  in  the  autumn.  "  We  remarked,"  he  says, 
**  about  Smyrna,  the  leaves  were  decayed,  or  stripped  by  the 
camels  and  herds  of  goats,  which  are  admitted  to  browze  after  the 
vintage."  If  those  animals  are  so  fond  of  vine  leaves,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  Moses,  by  an  express  law,  forbade  a  man's  causing 
another  man's  vineyard  to  be  eaten  by  putting  in  his  beast.  The 
turning  any  of  them  in  before  the  fruit  was  gathered,  must  have 
occasioned  much  mischief;  and  even  after  it  must  have  been  an 
injury,  as  it  would  have  been  eating  up  another's  feed.  Harmer, 
voL  iv.  p.  130. 

ExoD.  xxii.  6.  If  fire  break  outy  and  catch  in  thorns,  so  that 
the  stacks  of  corny  or  the  standing  corn,  or  the  field,  be  consumed 
therewith,  he  that  kindled  the  fire  shall  surely  make  restitution,] 
It  is  a  common  managemeht  in  the  East,  to  set  the  dry  herbage  on 
fire  before  the  autumnal  rains,  which  fires,  for  want  of  care,  often 
do  great  damage.  Moses  has  taken  notice  of  fires  of  this  kind, 
and  by  an  express  law  has  provided,  that  reparation  shall  be 
made  for  the  damage  done  by  those  who  either  .maliciously  or  neg- 
ligently occasioned  it.  Chandler,  speaking  of  the  neighbourhood 
of  Smyrna,  says  (p.  276),  "  In  the  latter  end  of  July,  clouds  began 
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to  appear  from  the  south;  the  air  was  repeatedly  cooled  by 
showers  which  had  fallen  elsewhere,  and  it  was  easy  to  foretel  the 
approaching  rain.  This  was  the  season  for  consuming  the  dry 
herbage  and  undergrowth  on  the  ^mountains ;  and  we  often  saw 
the  fire  blazing  in  the  wind,  and  spreading  a  thick  smoke  along 
their  sides."  He  also  relates  an  incident  to  which  he  was  an  eye- 
witness. Having  been  employed  the  latter  end  of  August,  in 
taking  a  plan  at  Troas,  one  day  after  dinner,  says  he,  a  Turk 
coming  to  us  "  emptied  the  ashes  from  his  pipe,  and  a  spark  of 
fire  fell  unobserved  in  the  grass,  which  was  long  parched  by  the 
sun,  and  inflammable  like  tinder.  A  brisk  wind  soon  kindled  a 
blaze,  which  withered  in  an  instant  the  leaves  of  the  bushes  and 
trees  in  its  way,  seized  the  branches  and  roots,  and  devoured  all 
before  it  with  prodigious  crackling  and  noise.  We  were  much 
alarmed,  as  a  general  conflagration  of  the  country  seemed  likely  to 
ensue."  After  exerting  themselves  for  an  hour,  they  at  length  ex- 
tinguished it.  (p.  30.)  It  is  an  impropriety  worth  correcting  in 
this  passage,  where  the  word  stacks  of  corn  is  used  rather  than 
shocks,  which  is  more  conformable  to  custom,  as  the  heaps  of  the 
•  East  are  only  the  disposing  the  com  into  a  proper  form  to  be  im- 
mediately trodden  out.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  145. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  IDOL  DAGON. 

1  Sam.  v.  4.  The  head  of  Dagon,  and  both  the  palms  of  his 
hands,  were  cut  off  upon  the  threshold.']  The  destruction  of 
Da^on  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  clearly  discovered  the  vanity  of 
idols,  and  the  irresistible  power  of  God.  The  circumstances 
attending  his  demolition  are  remarkable ;  and  in  them  it  is  pos- 
sible may  be  traced  a  conformity  with  the  manner  in  which  differ- 
ent nations  treated  the  idol  deities  of  each  other.  Dagon  was  not 
merely  thrown  down,  but  was  also  broke  in  pieces,  and  some  of 
these  fragments  were  found  on  the  threshold.  There  is  a  circum- 
stance related  in  "Maurice's  Modem  History  of  Hindostan"  (vol.  i. 
part.  2,  p.  296),  which  seems  in  some  points  similar  to  what  is  re- 
corded of  Dagon.  Speaking  of  the  destruction  of  the  idol  in  the 
temple  at  Sumnaut,  he  says,  that  "  fragments  of  the  demolished 
idol  were  distributed  to  the  several  mosques  of  Mecca,  Medina, 
and  Gazna,  to  be  thrown  at  the  threshold  of  their  gates,  and 
trampled  upon  by  devout  and  zealous  mussulmans."  In  both  in- 
stances, the  situation  of  the  fragments  at  the  threshold  seems  to 
intimate  the  complete  triumph  of  those  who  had  overcome  the 
idols,  and  might  possibly  be  a  customary  expression  of  indignity 
and  contempt. 

Tibullus  informs  us,  that  to  beat  the  head  against  the  sacred 
threshold  was  with  many  an  expiatory  ceremony.  It  probably 
originated  with  the  Egyptians  in  the  worship  of  Isis. 

Non  ego,  si  merui,  dubitem  procuinbere  templis, 

Et  dare  sacratis  oscula  timinibus.  B*  »•  ®1'  ^' 
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For  crimes  like  tbe»e  I'd,  abject,  crawl  the  ground, 

Kiss  her  dread  threshold,  and  my  forehead  wound.  Gkjiincsb. 

DESTRUCTION  THREATENED. 

2  Kings  xix.  7.  Behold^  I  will  send  a  blast  upon  him.']  The 
destruction  of  Sennacherib  and  his  army  appears  to  have  been 
effected  bv  that  pestilential  wind  called  the  simoom.  Mr.  Bruce 
thus  speaks  of  it :  "  We  had  no  sooner  got  into  the  plains  than 
we  felt  great  symptoms  of  the  simoom;  and  about  a  quarter  before 
twelve  our  prisoner  first,  and  then  Idris^  called  out.  The  simoom  I 
the  simoom  I  My  curiosity  would  not  suffer  me  to  fall  down 
without  looking  behind  me  ;  about  due  south,  a  little  to  the  east, 
I  saw  the  coloured  haze  as  before*  It  seemed  now  to  be  rather 
less  compressed,  and  to  have  with  it  a  shade  of  blue :  the  edges 
of  it  were  not  defined  as  those  of  the  former,  but  like  a  very  thin 
smoke,  with  about  a  yard  in  the  middle  tinged  with  those  colours. 
We  all  fell  upon  our  faces,  and  the  simoom  passed  with  a  gentle 
ruffling  wind.  It  continued  to  blow  in  this  manner  till  near  three 
o^dock,  so  we  were  all  taken  ill  that  night,  and  scarcely  strength 
was  left  us  to  load  the  camels,  and  arran^  the  baggage/'  ^^  Tra- 
vels,*' vol.  iv.  p.  581.  In  another  place,  Mr.  Bruce  describes  it  as 
producing  a  desperate  kind  of  indifference  about  life — ^that  it 
brought  upon  him  a  degree  of  cowardice  and  languor,  which  he 
struggled  with  in  vain ;  and  that  it  completely  exhausted  his 
strength.  From  the  accounts  of  various  travellers  it  appears  to 
have  been  almost  instantaneously  fatal  and  putrefying.  It  was 
consequently  a  fit  agent  to  be  employed  in  desolating  the  army  of 
Sennacherib. 

DEW  AN  EMBLEM  OF  FRUITFITLNESS. 

Psalm  cxxxiii.  2,  3.  As  the  dew  of  Hermonj  and  as  the  dew 
that  descended  upon  the  mountains  of  ZiotiJ]  ''  A  great  difficulty 
occurs  in  the  comparison  which  the  Psahnist  makes  to  the  dew  of 
Hermon  that  fell  on  the  hill  of  Sion ;  which  might  easilv  be  in* 
terpreted,  if  it  had  been  observed,  that  the  clouds  which  lay  on 
Hermon,  being  brought  by  the  north  winds  to  Jerusalem,  caused 
the  dews  to  fall  plentifully  cm  the  hill  of  Sion.  But  there  is  a 
Shihon  mentioned  in  the  tribe  of  Issachar  (Joshua  xix.  19),  which 
may  be  the  Sion  spoken  of  by  Eusebius  and  Saint  Jerome  as  near 
mount  Tabor ;  and  there  might  be  a  hill  there  of  that  name,  on 
which  the  dew  of  the  other  Hermon  might  fall,  that  was  to  the 
east  of  Esdraelon.  However,  as  there  is  no  certainty  that  Mount 
Hermon  in  that  part  is  even  mentioned  in  scripture,  so  I  should, 
rather  think  it  to  be  spoken  of  this  famous  moimtain,  and  that 
Tabor  and  Hermon  are  joined  together,  as  rejoicing  in  the  name 
of  God,  not  on  account  of  their  being  near  to  one  another,  but  be- 
cause they  are  two  of  the  highest  hills  in  all  Palestine.  So  that 
if  any  one  considers  this  beautiful  piece  of  eloquence  of  the  Psalm- 
ist;  and  that  Hermon  is  elsewhere  actually  caUed  Sion  (Deut»  ix. 
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43)9  he  will  doubtless  be  satisfied,  that  the  most  natural  interpre- 
tation of  the  Psalmist  would  be  to  suppose,  though  the  whole 
might  be  called  both  Hermon  and  Sion,  yet  that  the  highest  sum- 
mit of  this  mountain  was  in  particular  csdled  Hermon,  and  that  a 
lower  part  of  it  had  the  name  of  Sion  ;  on  which  supposition,  the 
dew  falling  firom  the  top  of  it  down  to  the  lower  parts,  might  well 
be  compared  in  every  respect  to  '^  the  precious  ointment  upop  the 
head,  that  ran  down  imto  the  beard,  even  unto  Aaron's  beard,  and 
went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his  clothing,  and  that  both  of  them  in 
this  sense  are  very  proper  emblems  of  the  blessings  of  unity  and 
firiendship,  which  dinuse  themselves  throughout  the  whole  society.** 
Pocockb's  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 

Hos.  xiv.  5.  /  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel.']  The  earth 
while  it  supplies  the  various  plants  which  grow  upon  it,  is  supplied 
for  that  purpose  very  much  by  the  dew,  which  is  fiiU  of  oleaginous 
particles.  ^^  The  dews  seem  to  be  the  richest  present  the  atmo- 
sphere gives  to  the  earth ;  having,  when  putrefied  in  a  vessel,  a 
black  sediment  like  mud  at  the  bottom ;  this  seems  to  cause  the 
darkish  colour  to  the  upper  part  of  the  ground ;  and  the  sulphur 
which  is  found  in  the  dew  may  be  the  chief  ingredient  of  the  ce- 
ment of  the  earth,  sulphur  being  very  glutinous,  as  nitre  is  dissolv- 
ent. Dew  has  both  these."  (Tull's  Husbandry,  c.  6.^)  A  lively 
comment  this  upon  the  promise  in  this  passage,  *^  I  will  be  as  the 
dew  unto  Israel." 

DEW  OF  HEAVEN, 

Gen.  xxvii.  39.  Dew  of  heaven^  Egypt,  says  M.  Savary, 
would  be  uninhabitable,  did  not  the  nocturnal  dews  restore  life  to 
vegetables.  These  dews  pre  so  copious,  especially  in  summer, 
that  the  earth  is  deeply  soaked  with  them,  so  that  in  the  morning 
one  would  imagine  that  rain  had  fallen  during  the  night.  This  is 
the  reason  why  the  scripture  promises  the  Israelites,  who  inhabited 
a  climate  pretty  similar  to  that  of  Egypt,  the  "  dew  of  heaven"  as  a 
signal  &vour. 

Job  xxix.  19.  The  dew  lay  all  night  upon  my  branch.']  It  is 
well  known  that  in  the  hot  eastern  countries,  where  it  rarely  rains 
during  the  siunmer  months,  the  copious  dews  which  fall  there 
during  the  night  contribute  greatly  to  the  nourishment  of  vege- 
tables in  general.  "This  dew,"  says  Hasselquist,  speaking  of  me 
excessively  hot  weather  in  Egypt,  "  is  particularly  serviceable  to 
the  trees,  which  would  otherwise  never  be  able  to  resist  this  heat; 
but  with  this  assistance  they  thrive  well  and  blossom,  and  ripen 
their  fiiiit."    Travels,  p.  465J 

DlFFICUJiT  PRONUNCIATION. 

Judges  xij.  6.  Then  said  they  unto  him,  say  nofu,  Shibboleth: 
and  he  said,  Sibboleth,]  In  Arabia,  the  difference  of  pronuncia- 
tion by  persons  of  various  districts  is  much  greater  than  in  most 
other  {4aces,  and  such  as  easily  accounts  for  the  circumstance 
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mentioned  in  this  passage.  Niebuhr  (Trav.  p.  72)  relates  some- 
thing similar  to  it.  "  The  king  of  the  Hamjares^  at  Dha&r,  said 
to  an  Arab,  a  stranger,  *  Theb,'  meaning  to  say,  '  Sit  down:'  but 
as  the  same  word  in  the  dialect  of  the  stranger  signified  leap,  he 
leaped  fi'om  a  high  place,  and  hurt  himself:  when  this  mistake 
was  explained  to  the  king,  he  said.  Let  the  Arab  who  comes  to 
Dhafar  first  learn  the  Hamiare  dialect."  He  fiirther  says,  "  not 
only  do  they  speak  quite  difierently  in  the  mountains  of  the  small 
district,  which  is  governed  by  the  iman  of  Yemen,  fi'om  what  they 
do  in  the  flat  country ;  but  persons  of  superior  rank  have  a  differ- 
ent pronunciation,  and  different  names  for  things,  from  those  of 
the  peasants.  The  pronunciation  of  certain  letters  also  differs. 
Those  which  the  Arabs  of  the  north  and  west  pronounce  as  K  or 
Q,  at  M askat  are  pronounced  tsch ;  so  that  bukkra  kiab  is  by 
same  called  butscher  tschiab." 

DIGGING  THROUGH  HOUSES  IN  THE  EAST. 

Job  xxiv.  16.  Dig  through  housesJ]  The  houses  were  built  of 
mud,  or  at  best  with  bricks  formed  from  it,  of  a  very  sofl  texture, 
which  rendered  them  liable  to  such  an  assault ;  the  thickness  of 
the  walls,  however,  would  require  considerable  labour  to  pene- 
trate, and  consequently  digging  would  be  requisite  to  effect  a 
breach. 

DILIGENCE  REQUIRED  TO  MAKE  THE  ELECTION  SURE. 

2  Peter  i.  5.  And  besides  this,  giving  all  diligence,  add  io 
your  faith  virtueJ]  Doddridge  thus  paraphrases  and  explains 
this  passage :  "  and  for  this  purpose  applying  with  all  possible 
diligence,"  as  you  have  believed  the  gospel,  be  careful  to  accom- 
pany that  belief  with  all  the  lovely  train  of  attendant  graces  ; 
associate,  as  it  were,  to  your  faith,  virtue,  true  fortitude,  and 
resolution  of  mind,  which  may  enable  you  to  break  through  that 
variety  of  dangers  with  which  your  faith  may  be  attended.  The 
word  BTTixopriyriffaTe,  translated  add,  associate,  properly  signifies, 
to  lead  up,  as  in  dance,  one  of  these  virtues  after  another,  which 
he  mentions,  in  a  beautiful  and  majestic  order. 

directions   for   JEWISH   ABLUTIONS. 

Numb.  v.  17.  The  priest  shall  take  holy  water  in  an  earthen 
vessel.^  In  the  Asiatic  Researches  (vol.  i.  p.  389)  is  a  curious 
account  of  the  trials  by  ordeal,  practised  amongst  the  Hindoos. 
They  have  no  less  than  nine  different  methods  of  conducting  this 
test,  one  of  which  is  strikingly  conformable  to  the'  trial  by  the 
water  of  jealousy.  "  Trial  by  the  cosha  is  as  follows :  the  accused 
is  made  to  drink  three  draughts  of  the  water  in  which  the  images 
of  the  Sun,  of  Devi,  and  other  deities  have  been  washed  for  that 
purpose ;  and  if,  within  fourteen  days,  he  has  any  sickness,  or 
indisposition,  his  crime  is  considered  as  proved." 

Numb.  v.  17.  And  the  priest  shall  take  holy  water  in  an 
earthen  vessel,^     Similar  to  this  ordeal  by  the  water  of  jealousy. 
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is  the  practice  of  some  of  the  Africans,  amoi^  whom  Mr.  Park 
travelled.  He  says,  that  "  at  Baniferile,  one  of  our  slatees  (slave 
merchants)  returned  to  his  native  town  ;  as  soon  as  he  had  seated 
himself  on  a  mat  by  the  threshold  of  his  door,  a  young  woman, 
his  intended  bride,  brought  a  little  water  in  a  calabash,  and  kneel- 
ing down  before  him,  desired  him  to  wash  his  hands ;  when  he 
had  done  this,  the  girl,  with  a  tear  of  joy  sparkling  in  her  eyes, 
drank  the  water :  this  being  considered  as  the  greatest  proof  she~ 
could  give  him  of  her  fidelity  and  attachment."  Travels^  p.  347. 
"  At  Koolkorro,  my  landlord  brought  out  his  writing-board,  or 
tvalha,  that  I  might  write  him  a  saphie,  to  protect  him  from  wicked 
men.  I  wrote  the  board  fiill,  from  top  to  bottom,  on  both  sides : 
and  my  landlord,  to  be  certain  of  having  the  whole  force  of  the 
charm,  washed  the  writing  from. the  board  into  a  calabash  with  a 
little  water;  and  having  said  a  few  prayers  over  it,  drank  this 
powerftil  draught :  after  which,  lest  a  single  word  should  escape, 
he  licked  the  board  until  it  was  quite  dry."     Travels,  p.  ^36. 

DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  JEWS  FOR  EATING  THE  SACRIFICES. 

Lev.  vii.  15,  16.  And  the  flesh  of  the  sacrifice  of  his  peace- 
offerings  for  thanksgiving  shall  be  eaten  the  same  day  that  it  is 
offered — on  the  morrow  also  the  remainder  of  it  shall  he  eaten. — ] 
The  longest  time  allowed  for  eating  the  flesh  of  any  of  the  Mosaic 
sacrifices  was  the  day  after  that  on  which  they  were  killed ;  the 
eating  of  it  on  the  third  day  is  declared  to  be  an  abomination. 
This  precept  may  be  thought  to  have  been  unnecessary  in  so  warm 
a  climate ;  but  we  are  to  remember  that  the  diying  of  meat  is 
often  practised  in  those  hot  countries :  that  it  is  sometimes  done 
with  flesh  killed  on  a  religious  account ;  and  that  this  probably 
was  the  cause  of  the  prohibition.  The  Mahometans  who  go  in 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca  are  required  to  sacrifice  sheep ;  part  of  which 
they  eat,  part  they  give  to  their  friends,  and  part  they  dry  for  use 
at  other  times.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  157. 

Lev.  xi.  2.  These  are  the  beasts  which  ye  shall  eat  J]  The 
directions  given  by  Moses  in  this  chapter  respecting  clean  and 
unclean  beasts  have  a  remarkable  parallel  in  the  laws  of  Menu. 
He  forbids  the  brahmins  eating  the  milk  of  a  camel,  or  any  quad- 
ruped with  the  hoof  not  cloven.  He  orders  to  be  shunned,  quad- 
rupeds with  uncloven  hoofs ;  carnivorous  birds,  such  as  live  in 
towns ;  birds  that  strike  with  their  beaks ;  web-footed  birds ; 
those  which  wound  with  strong  talons ;  those  which  dive  to  de- 
vour fish  ;  all  amphibious  fish-eaters ;  also  tame  hogs,  and  fish  of 
every  sort.  There  are  a  variety  of  other  circumstantial  prohibitions, 
connected  with  those  already  cited,  of  a  nature  very  similar  to  this 
specimen. 

Lev.  xxvi.  26.  Ten  women  shall  bake  your  bread  in  one  ovenJ] 
An  oven  was  designed  only  to  serve  a  single  family,  and  to  bake 
for  them  no  more  than  the  bread  of  one  day.  This  usage  still 
continues  in  some  places,  and  gives  peculiar  force  to  these  words. 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  269. 
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DISOBEDIENCB  IN  A  PROPHET  A  CAPITAL  OFFENCE* 

1  Kings  xiii.  26.  And  when  the  prophet  that  brought  him  back 
from  the  way  heard  thereof,  he  said,  it  is  the  man  of  God,  that 
was  disobedient  to  the  word  of  the  Lord."]  Disobedience  in  special 
cases  has  commonly  been  punished  by  those  in  authority.  The 
Athenians  put  their  ambassadors  to  deaths  whom  they  had  sent 
into  Arcadia,  though  they  had  faithfully  performed  their  business, 
because  they  came  another  way,  than  that  which  had  been  pre- 
scribed to  them.     (iELiAN.  Far.  Hist.  lib.  vi.  cap.  6.) 

DISOBEDIENCE   TO   PARENTS  AWFULLY    THREATENED. 

Proy.  XXX.  17.  The  eye  that  mocketh  at  his  father,  and  des^ 
piseth  to  obey  his  mother ^  the  ravens  qf  the  valley  shall  pick  it  out, 
and  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  $7.]  That  ravens  were  understood 
to  prey  on  criminals  who  had  been  executed,  appears  from  many 
passages  in  ancient  writers.  The  Greeks  often  speak  of  throwing 
to  the  ravens.  The  old  man  MnesilochuS}  in  Aristophanes,  in- 
treats  for  a  mitigation  of  his  sentence,  and  that  he  may  not  be 
hanged  to  serve  as  food  for  ravens.     So  we  read  in  Horace^ 

noD  poBces  in  cruce  corvos. 

Thou  shalt  not  hang  on  a  cross  and  feed  ravens. 

DISROBING  ONE-SELF   IN   FAVOUR   OF  ANOTHER  NOT  UNUSUAL  IN 

THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  xviii.  4.  And  Jonathan  stripped  himself  of  the  robe 
that  was  on  him,  and  gave  it  to  David.'\  We  read  in  Tayernibr, 
(p.  43.)  of  a  nazar,  whose  virtue  and  behaviour  so  pleased  a  king 
of  Persia,  after  being  put  to  the  test,  that  he  caused  himself  to  be 
disapparelled,  and  gave  his  habit  to  the  nazar,  which  is  the  great- 
est honour  that  a  king  of  Persia  can  bestow  on  a  subject  See 
also  Rom.  xiii.  14.  Ephes.  iv.  24.  Col.  iii.  10. 

1  Sam.  xviii.  4.  And  Jonathan  stripped  himself  of  the  robe 
that  was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  to  David,  and  his  garments,  even 
to  the  sword,  and  to  his  bow,  and  to  his  girdle."]  It  was  anciently 
a  custom  to  make  such  military  presents  as  these  to  brave  adven- 
turers. Besides  the  present  instance  of  the  kind,  two  others  may 
be  quoted :  the  first  is  from  Homer  : 

Next  faim  Ulysses  took  a  shining  sword, 

A  bowaod  quiver,  with  bright  arrows  stor'd  : 

A  well  proved  casque,  with  leather  braces  bound, 

(Thj  gift,  Meriones')  his  temples  crown'd.  -  II.  x.  307.    Pope. 

The  other  is  from  Virgil,  in  the  story  of  Nisus  and  Euryalus. 

Eurjalus  phaleras  Rhamnetis,  et  aurea  bullis,  &c. 

iEn.  ix.  S59. 
Nor  did  his  eyes  less  longingly  behold 
llie  girdle  belt,  with  nails  of  hurnish'd  gold  ; 
This  present  Csedicus  the  rich  bestow'd 
On  Romulus,  when  friendship  first  they  TOwed, 
And  absent,  joined  in  hospitable  ties : 
He  dyinKi  to  his  heir  bequeath'd  the  prize  i 
Till  by  the  conq'ring  Ardean  troops  oppressed, 
He  fell,  and  they  the  glorious  gift  possess'd.  Dkydsk. 
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1  Sam.  xviii.,  4.  And  to  his  girdleJ]  To  ratify  the  covenant 
which  Jonathan  made  with  David^  amongst  other  things^  he  gave 
him  his  girdle.  This  was  a  token  of  the  greatest  confidence  and 
affection.  In  some  cases  it  was  considered  as  an  act  of  adoption. 
Agreeably  to  this  Pitls  informs  us  {Travels,  p.  SIT),  ^^  I  was 
bought  by  an  old  bachelor ;  I  wanted  nothing  with  him ;  meat, 
drink^  and  clothes,  and  money,  I  had  enough.  After  I  had  lived 
with  him  about  a  year,  he  made  his  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and 
carried  me  with  him.  But  before  we  came  to  Alexandria,  he  was 
taken  sick,  and  thinking  verily  he  should  die,  having  a  woven 
girdle  about  his  middle,  under  his  sash,  in  which  was  much  gold, 
and  also  my  letter  of  freedom,  (which  he  intended  to  give  me 
when  at  Mecca,)  he  took  it  off,  and  bid  me  put  it  on  about  me, 
and  took  my  girdle,  and  put  it  on  himself.'^ 

DISTINCTION  OF  SEX. 

Galatians  iii.  28.  There  is  neither  male  nor  female.']  Among 
the  heathens  females  were  not  admitted  to  some  of  their  sacred 
rites  and  ceremonies.  As  to  the  Jews,  the  males  only  were  con- 
cerned in  many  things  both  of  a  civil  and  sacred  nature.  No 
female  might  be  heir  to  an  inheritance  with  a  male :  they  had  no 
share  in  the  civil  government,  or  in  the  priesthood ;  males  were  to 
appear  three  times  a  year  before  the  Lord ;  but,  according  to  their 
oral  law,  women  and  servants  were  exempted.  The  male  Jews 
valued  themselves  very  much  because  they  were  Israelites  and  not 
Gentiles,  freemen  and  not  servants,  men  and  not  women.  Against 
these  things  the  apostle  makes  his  assertion  in  this  passage. 
Gill,  in  he. 

DIVIDING  the  word  OF  TRUTH  EXPLAINED. 

2  Tim.  ii.  15.  Rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth."]  It  is  pos- 
sible that  this  is  an  allusion  to  what  the  Jewish  high-priest  or 
Levite  did  in  dissecting  the  victim  and  separating  the  parts  in  a 
proper  manner,  as  some  were  to  be  laid  on  God's  altar,  and  others 
to  be  given  to  those  who  were  to  share  in  the  sacrifice ;  others 
Hiink  it  refers  to  guiding  a  plough  aright,  in  order  to  divide  the 
clods  in  the  most  proper  and  effectual  manner,  and  make  strait 
furrows.  But  perhaps  the  metaphor  may  be  taken  from  the  dis- 
tribution made  by  a  steward,  in  delivering  out  to  each  person 
under  his  care,  such  things  as  his  ofiice  and  their  necessities  re- 
quired.    Doddridge,  in  loc. 

DIVINATION  BY  A  STAFF. 

HosEA  iv.  \2.  Their  staff  declareth  unto  them,]  The  method 
of  divination  alluded  to  by  the  prophet  in  these  words,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  thus  performed.  The  person  consulting  measured 
his  staff  by  spans,  or  by  the  length  of  his  finger^  saying,  as  he 
measured^  ^*  I  will  go,  or,  I  will  not  go ;  I  will  do  such  a  thing, 
or,  1  will  not  do  it ;"  and  as  the  last  span  fell  out,  so  he  determm- 
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ed.  Cyril  and  Theophylact,  however,  give  a  different  account  of 
the  matter.  They  say  that  it  was  performed  by  erecting  two  sticks, 
after  which  they  murmured  forth  a  certain  charm,  and  then,  ac- 
cording as  the  sticks  fell,  backwards  or  forwards,  towards  the 
right  or  the  left,  they  gave  him  advice  in  any  affair. 

DIVINATION    BY    RATS    AND    MICE. 

Isaiah  Ixvi.  17.  And  the  mouseJ]  The  prophet  is  supposed 
here  to  allude  to  myomancy,  a  kind  of  divination  by  rats  or  mice . 

divine    PROVIDENCE    UNIVERSAL. 

Acts  xxvii.  34.  There  shall  not  a  hair  fall  Jrom  the  head  of 
any  of  you,']  Some  think  this  alludes  to  a  custom  among  mariners, 
to  make  vows  in  times  of  extremity,  and  to  shave  their  heads  in 
consequence  of  them,  and  so  interpret  these  words  as  if  it  were 
said,  you  need  not  vow  your  hair,  you  shall  be  safe  without  that 
expeaient ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  a  proverbial  and  general 
expression  of  entire  safety.  ( 1  Kings  i.  52.  Matt,  x.  30.  Luke 
xii.  7.)     Doddridge,  in  loc. 

DIVINING   AMONG   THE    CHALDEANS. 

Dan.  v.  12.  Dissolving  of  doubts.]  Literally  from  the  He- 
brew, untying  of  knots.  In  the  copy  of  a  patent  given  to  Sir 
John  Chardin  by  the  king  of  Persia,  we  find  it  is  addressed,  "  To 
the  lords  of  lords,  who  have  the  presence  of  a  lion,  the  aspect  of 
Deston,  the  princesses  who  have  the  stature  of  Tahem-ten-ten,  who 
seem  to  be  in  the  time  of  Ardevon,  the  regents  who  carry  the  ma- 
jesty of  Ferribours,  the  conquerors  of  kingdoms,  superintendents 
that  unloose  all  manner  of  knotSy  and  who  are  under  the  ascend- 
ant of  Mercury,"  &c. 

DIVINING   BY   A   CUP. 

Gen.  xliv.  5.  Ts  not  this  it  in  which  my  Lord  drinketh,  and 
whereby  indeed  he  divineth?]  When  Norden  was  at  Derri  in 
the  farthest  part  of  Egypt,  in  a  very  dangerous  situation,  from 
which  he  and  his  company  endeavoured  to  extricate  themselves  by 
exerting  great  spirit,  a  spiteful  and  powerful  Arab  in  a  threatening 
way  told  one  of  their  people,  whom  they  had  sent  to  him,  that  he 
knew  what  sort  of  people  they  were,  that  he  had  consulted  his  cup, 
and  had  found  by  it  that  they  were  those  of  whom  one  of  their 
prophets  had  said,  that  Franks  would  come  in  disguise,  and  pass- 
ing every  where,  examine  the  state  of  the  country,  and  afterwards 
bring  over  a  great  number  of  other  Franks,  conquer  the  country, 
and  exterminate  all.  (Trav.  vol.  ii.  p.  150.)  It  was  precisely 
the  same  thing  that  Joseph  meant  when  he  talked  o(  divining  by 
his  cup.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  475. 

Julius  Serenus  tells  us,  that  the  method  of  divining  by  the  cup, 
among  the  Abyssinians,  Chaldees,  and  Egyptians,  was  to  fill  it 
first  with  water,  then  to  throw  into  it  their  plates  of  gold  and  silver^ 
together  with  some  precious  stones,  whereon  were  engraven  cer- 
tain characters :  and,  after  that,  the  persons  who  came  to  consult 
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the  oracle  used  certain  forms  of  incantation,  and  so  calling  upon 
the  devil,  received  their  answers  several  ways  ;  sometimes  by  arti-» 
culate  sounds,  sometimes  by  the  characters,  which  were  in  the 
cup,  rising  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  by  this  arrangement 
forming  the  answer ;  and  many,  times  by  the  visible  appearing  of 
the  persons  themselves  about  whom  the  oracle  was  consulted. 
Cornelius  Aorippa  {de  Occult.  Philos.  1.  i.  cap.  57)  tells  us 
likewise^  that  the  manner  of  some  was  to  pour  melted  wax  into  the 
cup,  wherein  was  water,which  wax  would  range  itself  into  order, 
and  so  form  answers,  according  to  the  questions  proposed. 
Saurin's  Dm.  38. 

There  has  been  in  the  East  a  tradition,  which  is  lost  in  imme- 
morial time,  that  there  was  a  cup,  which  had  passed  successively 
into  the  hands  of  different  potentates,  which  possessed  the  strange 
property  of  representing  in  it  the  whole  world,  and  all  the  things 
which  were  then  doing  in  it.  The  cup  is  called  J  ami  Jemsheed, 
the  cup  of  Jemsheed,  a  very  ancient  king  of  Persia.  This  cup, 
filled  with  the  elixir  of  immortality,  they  say  was  discovered  when 
digging  to  lay  the  foundations  of  Persepolis.  The  Persian  poets 
are  full  of  allusions  to  this  cup,  which  from  its  property  of  repre- 
senting the  whole  world  and  its  transactions,  is  styled  by  them 
Jamjehan  nima,  the  cup  showing  the  universe  :  and  to  the  intelli- 
gence received  by  means  of  it,  they  attribute  the  great  prosperity 
of  their  ancient  monarchs,  as  by  it  they  understood  all  events, 
past,  present,  and  to  come.  Many  of  the  Mohammedan  princes 
and  governors  affect  still  to  have  information  of  futurity  by  means 
of  a  cup. 

division  of  CANAAN  BY  LOT. 

Numb.  xxvi.  55.  The  land  shall  be  divided  by  lot,']  This 
appears  to  have  been  a  very  ancient  method  of  dividing  land.  It 
was  not  only  adopted  in  the  present  instance  in  the  distribution 
of  a  whole  country,  but  was  commonly  resorted  to  in  order  to 
apportion  particular  inheritances.  See  Hesiod,  b.  i.  55.  Thus 
also  in  Homer,  Ulysses  is  made  to  say. 

Sprung  of  a  hand-maid  from  a  bought  embrace, 
I  shared  his  kindness  with  his  lawful  race. 
But  when  that  fate  which  all  must  undergo 
From  earth  remov'd  him  to  the  shades  below, 
The  large  domain  his  greedy  sons  divide. 
And  each  was  portion'd  as  the  lots  decide. 

Odjfss.  xiv.  234,     Pope. 

division  of  spoil. 

Judges  v.  30.  Have  they  not  divided  the  prey — to  Sisera  a 
prey  of  divers  colours,  a  prey  of  divers  colours  of  needle-work,  of* 
divers  colours  of  needle-work  on  both  sides,]  These  were  the 
richest  parts  of  the  spoil,  being  highly  esteemed  by  all  people. 
Pliny  (lib.  viii.  cap.  48)  mentions  a  great  variety  of  them,  both 
in  his  own  and  in  ancient  times ;  for  he  takes  notice  that  Homer 
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speaks  of  painted  garments,  pietas  vettes^  which  shone  with  flow* 
ers  and  trees  in  beautiful  colours.  The  Phrygians  afterwards 
wrought  these  with  needles,  and  Attains  invented  the  interweav- 
ing of  gold  into  them.  But,  for  these  garments  Babylon  was 
above  all  places  famous ;  from  whence  they  had  the  name  of 
Babylonish  garments,  and  were  much  valued.  Josh.  vii.  21.  In 
later  aces  Peter  Martyr  observes  that  they  were  so  esteemed, 
that  only  the  greater  sort  of  persons  were  allowed  to  wear  them , 
which  may  be  the  reason  that  they  are  here  appropriated  to  Sisera 
as  his  part  of  the  spoil. 

DIVISION  OF  TIME  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

John  xi.  9.  jire  there  not  twelve  hours  in  the  day  ?"]  The 
division  of  time  with  the  Jews  was  purely  arbitrary.  Formerly 
the  Hebrews  and  Greeks  divided  the  day  only  according  to  the 
three  sensible  differences  of  the  sun  ;  when  it  rises,  when  it  is  at 
the  highest  point  of  elevation  above  the  horizon,  and  when  it  sets : 
that  is,  they  divided  the  day  only  into  morning,  noon,  and  night 
These  are  the  only  parts  of  a  day  which  we  find  mentioned  in 
the  Old  Testament ;  the  day  not  being  yet  divided  into  twenty- 
four  hours.  Since  that  the  Jews  and  Romans  divided  the  day, 
that  is,  the  spaces  between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  into 
four  parts,  consisting  each  of  three  hours.  But  these  hours  were 
different  from  ours  in  this  respect,  that  ours  are  always  equal, 
being  always  the  four  and  twentieth  part  of  the  day ;  whereas 
with  them  the  hour  was  a  twelfth  part  of  the  time  which  the  sun 
continued  above  the  horizon*  As  this  time  is  longer  in  summer 
than  in  winter,  their  summer  hours  must  be  longer  than  their 
winter  ones.  The  first  hour  began  at  sun>rising,  noon  was  the 
sixth,  and  the  twelfth  ended  at  sun-set.  The  third  hour  divided 
the  space  between  sun-rising  and  noon :  the  ninth  divided  that 
which  was  between  noon  and  siin-set.  And  it  is  with  relation  to 
this  division  of  the  day  that  Christ  says,  are  there  not  twelve  hours 
in  the  day  ? 

DIVORCES  FREQUENT  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Mark  x.  4.  And  they  said,  Moses  suffered  to  write  a  bill  of 
divorcement y  and  to  put  her  away,"]  Divorces  seems  to  have  been 
permitted  among  the  Jews,  before  the  law ;  but  we  find  no  exam- 

Ele  of  that  kind  in  the  Old  Testament  written  since  Moses.  They 
ave  been  less  firequent  with  the  Jews,  since  their  dispersion 
among  nations,  which  do  not  permit  the  dissolution  of  marriage 
upon  light  occasions.  In  cases  where  it  does  take  place,  the 
woman  is  at  liberty  to  marry  again  as  she  shall  think  proper,  but 
not  with  the  person  who  gave  occasion  for  the  divorce.  To  prevent 
the  abuse  which  the  Jewish  men  might  make  of  the  liberty  of  di- 
vorcing, the  rabbins  appoint  many  formalities,  which  consume 
much  time,  and  give  the  married  couple  opportunity  to  be  recon- 
ciled.    Wliere  there  is  no  hope  of  accommodation,  a  woman,  a 


ORISNTAL   CUSTOMS.  Ill 

deaf  man,  or  a  notary^  draws  the  letter  of  divorce/  He  writes  it 
in  the  presence  of  one  or  more  rabbins,  on  vellum  ruled,  contain- 
ing only  twelve  lineS)  in  square  letters;  and  abundance  of  little 
trifling  particulars  are  observed,  as  well  in  the  characters  as  in  the 
manner  of  writing,  and  in  the  names  and  surnames  of  the  husband 
and  wife.  He  who  pens  it,  the  rabbins,  and*  witnesses,  ought  not 
to  be  relations  either  to  the  husband,  or  to  the  wife,  or  to  one 
another. 

The  substance  of  this  letter,  which  they  call  gheth^  is  as  follows : 
"  On  such  a  day,  month,  year,  and. place,  I,  N.  divorce  you  vol- 
untarily, put  you  away,  restore  you  to  your  liberty,  even  you,  N. 
who  were  heretofore  my  wife,  and  I  permit  you  to  marry  whom 
you  please."  The  letter  being  written,  the  rabbi  examines  the 
husband  closely,  in  order  to  learn  whether  he  is  voluntarily  in- 
clined to  do  what  he  has  done.  They  endeavour  to  have  at  least 
ten  persons  present  at  this  action,  without  reckoning  the  two 
witnesses  who  sign,  and  two  other  witnesses  to  the  date.  After 
which  the  rabbi  commands  the  wife  to  open  her  hands,  in  order  to 
receive  this  deed,  lest  it  &11  to  the  ground ;  and  after  having  ex- 
amined her  over  again,  the  husband  gives  her  the  parchment,  and 
says  to  her,  here  is  thy  divorce,  I  put  thee  away  from  me,  and 
leave  thee  at  Uberty  to  marry  whom  thou  pleasest.  The  wife  takes 
it,  and  gives  it  to  the  rabbi,  who  reads  it  once  more,  after  which 
she  is  free.     Calmet's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  art.  Divorce. 

Mark  x.  I^.  If  a  woman  shall  put  away  her  husbandJ]  This 
practice  of  divorcing  the  husband,  unwarranted  by  the  law,  had 
been  (as  Josephus  informs  us)  introduced  by  Salome,  sister  of 
Herod  the  Great,  who  sent  a  bill  of  divorce  to  her  husband 
Costobarus ;  which  bad  example  was  afterwards  followed  by  Hero- 
dias  and  others.  And  (in  Antiq.  xviii.  b.  4),  he  says  that  Hero*- 
dias,  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  her  country,  left  her  husband, 
Herod  Philip,  while  he  was  living,  and  was  married  to  Herod 
Antipas,  his  brother,  by  the  same  father.  He  mentions  three 
other  instances  of  the  same  irregularity  in  Antiq,  xx.  b.  2,  3. 
This  seems  to  have  been  the  case  with  Josephus  himself,  who 
informs  us,  in  Vit.  sect.  75,  that  his  wife  quitted  him,  and  that  he 
thereupon  married  another. 

It  appears  from  Juvenal,  Sat.  ix.,  and  Martial,  x.  41,  that 
the  Roman  women  were  allowed  to  divorce  their  husbands. 

By  law  it  was  the  husband's  prerogative  to  dissolve  the  marriage. 
The  wife  could  do  nothing  by  herself.  When  he  thought  fit  to 
dissolve  it,  her  consent  was  not  necessary.  The  bill  of  divorce 
which  she  received  was  to  serve  as  evidence  for  her  that  she  had 
not  deserted  her  husband,  but  was  dismissed  by  him,  and  conse- 
quently free.     Campbell's  Translations  of  the  Gospels,  note. 

DOGS  BUT  LITTLE  ESTEEMED  AMOKO  THE  JEWS. 

Psalms  lix.  14.     DogJ]     Though  dogs  are  not  suffered  in  the 
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houses  in  the  "East,  and  people  are  very  careful  to  avoid  them, 
lest  they  should  be  polluted  by  touching  them,  there  are  great 
numbers  of  them  in  their  streets.  They  do  not  belong  to  particu- 
lar persons,  nor  are  they  fed  regularly,  but  get  their  food  as  they 
can.  It  is  considered  right,  however,  to  take  some  care  of  them : 
and  charitable  people  frequently  give  money  to  butchers  and 
bakers  to  feed  them,  and  some  leave  legacies  at  their  deaths  for 
the  same  purpose.  (Le  Bruyn^  tom.  i.  p.  361.)  Dogs  seem  to 
have  been  looked  upon  among  the  Jews  in  a  disagreeable  light, 
(1  Sam,  xvii.  43 ;  2  Kings  viii.  13),  yet  they  had  them  in  con- 
siderable numbers  in  their  cities.  They  were  not  shut  in  their 
houses  or  courts,  but  seem  to  have  been  forced  to  seek  their  food 
where  they  could  find  it.  (Psalm  lix.  6,  14,  16.)  Some  care  of 
them  seems  to  be  indirectly  enjoined  upon  the  Jews,  Exod.  xxii. 
31.     Harmer,  vol.  1,  p.  220. 

Phil.  iii.  2.  Beware  of  dogs.']  This  may  very  possibly  be 
an  allusion  to  Isaiah  Ivi.  10,  11,  \2,  The  Jews  used  to  call  the 
Gentiles  dogs^  and  perhaps  St.  Paul  may  use  this  language,  when 
speaking  of  their  proud  bigots,  by  way  of  retaliation.  {Rev.  xxii. 
15.)  L' Enfant  tells  us  of  a  custom  at  Rome,  to  chain  their  dojgs 
at  the  doors  of  their  houses,  and  to  put  an  inscription  over  them 
Beware  of  this  dog,  to  which  he  seems  to  think  these  words  may 
refer.     Doddridge,  in  loc. 

DOING  THE  WILL  OF  GOD  A  TEST  OF  DISCIPLESHIP. 

Matt.  xii.  50.    For  whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  my  Father^ 

who  is  in  heaven^  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  sister,  and  mother.] 

We  meet  with  many  instances  of  language  remarkably  similar  to 

these  words  of  our  Lord.     In  the  Iliad  (lib.  vi.  429)  Andromache 

says  to  Hector,  Thou  art  my  father,  my  mother,  and  my  brother. 

^vfiOL  e<y<n  irarri^f  &C. 

Quam  tibi  nee  frater  nee  sit  tibi  filius  ullus, 
Frater  ego  et  tibi  sim  filius  unus  ego. 

Prapert.  lib.  ii.  el.  14. 

When  Martial  would  describe  the  love  of  Gelia  for  her  jewels ; 
Hos  fratres  vocat,  he  says,  ei  vocat  sorores,  lib.  viii.  ep.  81. 
These  she  calls  her  brothers  and  sisters.  Epictetus  (lib.  ii.  cap. 
22)  observes,  that  a  man's  own  welfare  and  advantage  is  to  him 
brother,  father,  kindred,  country,  and  God. 

DOUBT  AND  HESITATION  REPROVED. 

Matt.  xiv.  31.  Wherefore  didst  thou'  doubt  1]  This  is  a 
figurative  word,  taken  either  from  a  person  standing  where  two 
ways  meet,  not  knowing  which  to  choose,  but  inclining  sometimes 
to  the  one  and  sometimes  to  the  other ;  or  from  the  tremulous 
motion  of  a  balance,  when  the  weights  on  both  sides  are  nearly 
equal,  and  consequently  now  the  one  and  now  the  other  scale 
seems  to  preponderate  and  fix  the  beam.  The  French  word 
,    balancer  very  exactly  answers  to  Sccrra^eii;  in  this  latter  view. 
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DOVES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  MUCH  ESTEEMED. 

IsA.  Ix.  8.  Doves.^  It  appears  from  the  sacred  as  well  as 
Other  writers,  that  doves  have  been  held  in  the  highest  estimation 
in  the  eastern  nations.  Modern  travellers  assure  us,  that  this 
veneration  for  them  continues  to  this  day.  Thus  the  Baron  Du 
ToTT  (in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Turkish  Empire)^  describing  how 
the  Turks  esteem  these  birds,  says,  *'  that  whilst  the  government 
enforces  the  most  rigorous  monopoly  of  the  corn  which  is  con- 
sumed in  the  capital,  by  an  exaction  ruinous  to  the  cultivator,  and 
a  distribution  less  burdensome  to  the  baker  than  the  consumer, 
it  allows  so  much  per  cent,  in  favour  of  turtle  doves.  A  cloud  of 
these  birds  constantly  alight  on  the  vessels,  which  cross  the  port 
of  Constantinople,  and  carry  their  commodity,  uncovered,  either  to 
the  magazines  or  the  mills.  The  boatmen  never  oppose  their 
greediness.  This  permission  to  feast  on  the  grain  brings  them 
in  great  numbers,  and  -familiarizes  them  to  such  a  degree,  that  I 
have  seen  them  standing  on  the  shoulders  of  the  rowers,  watch- 
ing for  a  vacant  place  where  they  might  fill  their  crops  in  their 
turn." 

IsA.  lx«  8.  They  shall  fly  as  a  cloudy  and  as  the  doves  to  their 
windows.l  M.  Savary  (in  his  Letters  on  Egypt),  speaking  of  a 
victory,  says,  "  on  the  morning  of  the  memorable  day,  a  pigeon 
was  sent  offfirom  Manseura,  to  carry  to  Grand  Cairo  the  news  of 
the  death  of  Facr  Eddin,  and  of  the  flight  of  the  Egyptians/' 
This  custom  of  employing  pigeons  to  carry  messages  with  expe- 
dition, which  has  so  long  subsisted  in  the  East,  is  at  present  abol- 
ished. Possibly  this  practice  of  using  the  rapid  swiftness  of  these 
birds  for  purposes  of  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  the  vehemence 
with  which  they  returned  to  their  accustomed  habitations,  may  be 
alluded  to  by  Isaiah,  who,  when  describing  the  eagerness  with 
which  the  flocks  of  Gentiles  should  ii|;pwd  into  the  church  of 
Christ,  says,  *^  they  should  fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to  their 
windows." 

Dr.  Russel  tells  us,  when  pigeons  were  employed  as  posts, 
they  not  only  placed  the  paper  containing  the  news  under  the 
wing,  to  prevent  its  being  destroyed  by  wet,  but  '^  used  to  bathe 
their  feet  in  vinegar^  with  a  view  to  keep  them  cool,  so  that  they 
might  not  settle  to  drink  or  wash  themselves,  which  would  have 
destroyed  the  paper."    (Hist,  of  Aleppo y  vol.  ii.  p.  203.) 

Jer.  xlviii.  28.  Like  the  dove  that  maketh  her  nest  in  the 
sides  of  the  holers  mouth.']  Where  art  intervenes  not,  pigeons 
build  in  those'  hollow  places  nature  provides  for  them.  A  certain 
city  in  Africa  is  called  Hamam-et,  from  the  wild  pigeons  that  co- 
piously breed  in  the  adjoining  cliffs ;  and  in  the  curious  paper 
relating  to  Mount  iStna  {Phil,  Trans,  vol.  Ix.),  which  mentions  a 
number  of  subterraneous  caverns  there,  one  is  noticed  as  being 
called  by  the  peasants^  la  Spelonca  della  Palomba,  from  the  wild 
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pigeons  building  their  nests  therein.  {SoL  Song  ii.  14.)  Though 
^tna  is  a  burning  mountain,  yet  the  cold  in  these  caverns  is 
excessive!  this  shows  that  pigeons  delight  in  a  cool  retreat,  and 
explains  the  reason  why  they  resort  to  mountains  which  are  known 
to  be  very  cold  even  in  those  hot  countries.  The  words  of  the 
Psalmist,  "  flee  as  a  bird  to  your  mountain,"  without  doubt  refer 
to  the  flying  of  doves  thither  when  frightened  by  the  fowler. 
Dove-houses,  however,  are  very  common  in  the  East.  Of  Kef- 
teen,  a  large  village,  Maundrell  (p.  3)  says,  there  are  more  dove 
cotes  than  other  houses.  In  the  southern  part  of  Egypt,  the  tops 
of  their  habitations  are  always  terminated  by  a  pigeon-house. 
Isaiah  Ix.  8.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  222. 

DOVES  SOLD  IN  THE  TEMPLE  OF  JERUSALEM. 

Matt.  xxi.  \2.  And  the  seats  of  them  that  sold  dovesJ] 
Selden  (de  Diis  Syris,  Syntag,  ii.  cap.  3,  p.  JS76)  tells  us,  he  had 
learned  from  Ferdinandus  Polonus,  that  the  keepers  and  sellers 
of  pigeons  were  looked  upon  as  men  of  infamous  character  among 
the  Jews,  and  held  Jn  no  better  estimation  than  thieves,  gamblers, 
and  the  like ;  mentioning  at  the  same  time  the  opinion  of  Scaliger, 
that  the  persons  here  spoken  of  were  those  who  taught  pigeons  to 
flyi  and  carry  messages. 

DOWRIES  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Gen.  xxxiv.  12.  Ask  me  never  so  much  dowry, 1  It  was  usual 
for  the  bridegroom  to  give  to  his  bride,  or  her  father,  a  dowry  or 

fortion  of  money  or  goods,  as  a  kind  of  purchase  of  her  person, 
t  was   the  custom  of  the  Greeks   and  other  ancient  nations. 
(Potter^  Greek  Ant.  b.  iv.  c.   11),  and  is  to  this  day  the  prac- 
tice in  several  Eastern  countries.     (Complete  System  of  Geog. 
vol.  ii.  p.  19,  305.) 
//•        J      .       The  modern  Arabs  who  live  under  tents  purchase  their  wives. 
/iliyj  M^     j)e  la  Roque  says,  that  "  properly  speaking,  a  young  man  that 
4.x'  /Zy--'*       would  marry  must  purchase  his  wife:  and  fathers  among  the 
/^*^'V^//     '^^^   Arabs  are  never  more  happy  than  when  they  have  many  daugh- 
ji«.«Xt4v...,^^j.g^     This  is   the  principal  part  of   the  riches   of   a   house. 
Accordingly,  when   a  young  man  would  treat  with   a  person 
whose  daughter  he  is  inclined  to  marry,  he  says  to  him.  Will 
you  give  me  your  daughter  for  fifty  sheep ;  for  six  camels  ;  or  for 
a  dozen  cows  ?  If  he  be  not  rich  enough  to  make  such  offers,  he 
will  propose  the  giving  her  to  him  for  a  mare,  or  a  young  colt ;  con- 
sidering in  the  o£&r  the  merit  of  the  young  woman,  the  rank  of  her 
family,  and  the  circumstances  of  him  that  desires  to  marry  her. 
When  they  are  agreed  on  both  sides,  the  contract  is  drawn  up  by 
him  that  acts  as  cadi  or  judge  among  these  Arabs.  (Voy.  dans  la 
Pal.  p.  ^2.) 

DREAMING  MAY  ILLUSTRATE  SCRIPTURE. 

Isaiah  xxix.  %.     Or  as  when  a  thirsty  man  dreameth,  and  be- 
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hold,  he  drinketh  /  but  he  awaketh,  and  behold,  he  is  faint,  and 
his  soul  hath  appetite  J^  As  the  simile  of  the  prophet  is  drawn 
from  nature^  an  extract  which  describes  the  actual  occurrence  of 
such  a  circumstance  will  be  agreeable.  ''  The  scarcity  of  water 
was  greater  here  at  Bubaker  than  at  Benown.  Day  and  night 
the  wells  were  crowded  with  cattle  lowing^  and  fighting  with  each 
other  to  come  at  the  trough.  Excessive  thirst  made  many  of  them 
furious :  others  being  too  weak  to  contend  for  the  water,  en- 
deavoured to  quench'  their  thirst  by  devouring  the  black  mud 
firom  the  gutters  near  the  wells ;  which  they  did  with  great  avidity, 
though  it  was  commonly  f^tal  to  them.  This  great  scarcity  of 
water  was  felt  by  all  the  people  of  the  camp ;  and  by  none  more 
than  myself.  I  begged  water  from  the  negro  slaves  that  attended 
the  camp,  but  with  very  indifferent  success :  for  though  I  let  no 
opportunity  slip,  and  was  very  urgent  in  my  solicitations  both  to 
the  Moors  and  to  the  negroes,  I  was  but  ill  supplied,  and  fre* 
quently  passed  the  night  in  the  situation  of  Tantalus.  No  sooner 
had  I  shut  my  eyes,  than  fancy  would  convey  me  to  the  streams 
and  rivers  of  my  native  land ;  there,  as  I  wandered  along  the 
verdant  bank,  I  surveyed  the  clear  stream  with  transport,  and 
hastened  to  swallow  the  delightful  draught ;  but  alas  !  disappoint- 
ment awakened  me,  and  I  found  myself  a  lonely  captive,  perishing 
of  thirst  amidst  the  wilds  of  Africa.^'  Park's  Travels  in  Africa, 
p.  1464 

DRESSES  OF  THE  ASIATICS  MOSTLY  OF  LINEN. 

Mark  xiv.  51.  And  there  followed  him  a  certain  young  man, 
having  a  linen  cloth  cast  about  his  naked  body  ;  and  the  young 
men  laid  hold  on  him  :  and  he  left  the  linen  cloth,  and  fled  from 
them  naked,'\  Pococke  observes,  in  describing  the  dresses  of  the 
people  of  Egypt,  that  '^  it  is  almost  a  general  custom  among  the 
Arabs  and  Mohammedan  natives  of  the  country  to  wear  a  large 
blanket  either  white  or  brown,  and  in  summer  a  blue  and  white 
cotton  sheet,  which  the  Christians  constantly  use  in  the  country : 
putting  one  corner  before,  over  the  left  shoulder,  they  bring  it 
behind,  and  under  the  riglit  arm,  and  so  over  their  bodies,  throw- 
ing it  behind  over  the  left  shoulder,  and  so  the  right  arm  is  left 
bare  for  action.  When  it  is  hot,  and  they  are  on  horseback,  they 
let  it  fall  down  on  the  saddle  round  them :  and  about  Faiume,  I 
particularly  observed,  that  young  people  especially,  and  the  poor- 
er sort,  had  nothing  on  whatever  but  this  blanket :  and  it  is  pro- 
bable the  young  man  was  clothed  in  this  manner,  who  followed 
our  Saviour  when  he  was  taken,  having  a  linen  cloth  cast  about 
his  naked  body  ;  and  when  the  young  men  laid  hold  on  him,  he 
left  the  linen  cloth,  and  fled  from  them  naked."  (Travels,  vol. 
i.  p.  190.) 

DRINKING  THE  DREGS  A  STRIKING  SIMILITUDE. 

Psalm  Ixxv.  8*  For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and 

I  2 
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the  wine  is  red ;  it  is  full  of  mixture ;  and  he  poureth  out  of  the 
same:  but  the  dregs  thereof^  all  the  wicked^  of  the  earth  shall 
wring  them  out  and  drink  them,']  At  entertainments,  when  they 
drank  healths,  it  was  usual  to  drain  the  vessel  they  drank  out  of 
as  far  as  the  sediment.     So  Theocritus : 


I'U  drink 


Till  to  the  lees  the  rosy  bowl  I  sink.         Idyl,  vii.  86.     Fawkes. 

And  Horace  : 

Nee  poti  fsBce  tenus  cadi.  B.  iii.  Od.  15. 

See  also  Isaiah  li.  17,  22. 

DRYNESS  AND  BARRENNESS  OP  EASTERN  COUNTRIES, 

Jer.  xiv.  4.  Because  the  ground  is  chapt,  for  there  was  no 
rain  in  the  earth,]  Chardin  says,  ^'  the  lands  of  the  East,  which 
the  great  dryness  there  causes  to  crack,  are  the  ground  of  this 
figure,  which  is  certainly  extremely  beautiful ;  for  these  dry  lands 
have  chinks  too  deep  for  a  person  to  see  to  the  bottom  of.  This 
may  be  observed  in  the  Indies  more  than  any  where,  a  little 
before  the  rains  fall,  and  wherever  the  lands  are  rich  and  hard." 
The  prophet's  speaking  of  ploughmen,  shows  that  he  refers  to 
the  autumnal  state  of  those  countries ;  and  if  the  cracks  are  so 
deep,  from  the  common  dryness  of  their  summers,  what  must 
they  be  when  the  rains  are  withheld  beyond  the  usual  time, 
which  is  the  case  here  alluded  to?     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  208. 

Jer.  XV.  18.  Wilt  thou  be  altogether  unto  me  as  a  liar,  and 
as  waters  that  fail  ?]  Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  i.  p.  483)  proposes  it 
as  a  query,  whether  in  these  words  the  prophet  does  not  allude 
to  a  phenomenon  mentioned  by  Chardin.  "  There  is  a  splen- 
dour, or  vapour,"  he  says,  "  in  the  plains  of  the  desert,  formed 
by  the  repercussion  of  the  rays  of  the  sun  from  the  sand,  that 
appears  like  a  vast  lake.  Travellers  of  the  desert,  afflicted  with 
thirst,  are  drawn  on  by  such  appearances,  but  coming  near,  find 
themselves  mistaken ;  it  seems  to  draw  back  as  they  advance,  or 
quite  vanishes.  Q.  Curtius  takes  notice  of  it  in  speaking  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  in  Susiana."  It  must  however  be  left  to 
the  determination  of  the  judicious  reader,  whether  this  observa- 
tion is  applicable  to  the  passage  now  cited. 

DUST  OR. ASHES  UPON  THE  HEAD  A  TOKEN  OF  SORROW. 

2  Sam.  i.  2.  And  earth  upon  his  head.]  In  several  passages 
of  Scripture  mention  is  made  of  dust  strewed  on  the  head,  as  a 
token  of  mourning  (Joshua  vii.  6,  Job  ii.  12),  or  earth  {2  Sam. 
i.  2),  or  ropes  carried  on  the  head,  as  a  token  of  submission 
(1  Kings  XX.  31).  The  following  instance  is  remarkably  analogous 
to  these  acts  of  humiliation :  "  He  then  descended  the  mountain, 
carrying,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  for  vanquished  rebels,  a 
stone  upon  his  head,  as  confessing  himself  guilty  of  a  capital 
crime."    (Bruce's  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  650.) 
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2  Sam.  xiii.  19.  And  Tamar  'put  ashes  on  her  head.']  This 
was  a  general  practice  with  the  people  of  the  East,  in  token  of 
the  extremity  of  sorrow,  and  was  common  both  to  the  Hebrews 
and  the  Greeks.  Job  ii.  12 :  "  They  rent  every  one  his  mantle, 
and  sprinkled  dust  upon  their  heads  towards  heaven.*'  Ezek. 
xxvii.  30:  "  And  shall  cast  up  dust  upon  their  heads.*'  Homer 
affords  some  instances  of  the  same  kind,  as  it  respects  the  Greeks. 
Thus  of  Laertes  he  says : 

Deep  from  his  soul  be  Bigh*d,  and  aorr'wing  roread 

A  cload  of  ashes  on  his  hoaiy  head.  Odyts.  xidy,    369,  Pope. 

And  of  Achilles : 

His  purple  garments,  and  his  golden  hairs, 

Those  he  deforms  in  dust,  and  these  he  tears.  JUad,  xviii. 

Let  men  lament  and  implore  ever  so  much,  or  pour  ever  so 
much  dust  upon  their  heads,  God  will  not  grant  what  ought  not 
to  be  granted.     Maximus  Tyrius,  Diss.  xxx.  p.  S66. 

1  Kings  xx.  32.     They  girded  sackcloth  on  their  loins,  and 

£ut  ropes  on  their  heads,"]  Approaching  persons  with  a  sword 
anging  to  the  neck  is,  in  the  East,  a  very  humble  and  submissive 
act.  Thevenot  has  mentioned  this  circumstance  (part  i.  p.  289) 
in  the  account  he  has  given  of  the  taking  of  Bagdat  by  the  Turks^ 
in  1638.  When  the  besieged  entreated  quarter,  the  principal 
officer  went  to  the  grand  vizier  with  a  scarf  about  his  neck,  and 
his  sword  wreathed  in  it,  and  begged  mercy.  The  ropes  men- 
tioned in  this  passage  were  probably  what  they  suspended  their 
swords  with.     Harmer^  vol.  ii.  p.  258. 

DYED  CLOTHING  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Ezek.  xxiii.  15.  Dyed  attire,]  **  The  high  priest  of  Mithra 
wore  a  linen  tiara,  or  mitre,  of  great  magnitude,  and  rolled  round 
several  times,  in  imitation  of  the  convolutions  of  the  orbs.  Pos- 
sibly the  name  of  mitre  might  be  primarily  derived  from  this  high 
conical  cap  worn  in  the  rites  of  Mithra,  which  was  also  covered 
with  rays,  and  painted  with  various  devices.  It  is  to  these  caps 
that  Ezekiel  alludes  when  he  ridicules  the  ornaments  that  deco- 
rated the  Gods  of  the  Sabian  idolaters,  which  he  calls,  ^'  the 
images  of  the  Chaldeans,  portrayed  upon  the  walls  with  Ver- 
million, girded  with  girdles  upon  their  loins,  and  exceeding  in 
dyed  attire  upon  their  heads.  The  brahmins  and  their  deities, 
to  this  day,  wear  the  mystic  belt,  or  girdle;  and  it  has  been 
observed,  from  ancient  travellers,  that  they  formerly  wore  a  cap  or 
turban  of  white  muslin,  folded  round  the  head  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  the  extremities  of  the  folds  exhibited  to  the  spectator  the 
appearance  of  the  two  horns  of  a  cow,  that  is,  of  the  moon  in  her 
increase.''     Maurice'*s  Indian  Antiquities,  vol.  v.  p.  9tSS. 

early  RISING  COMMON  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

2  Chron*  xxxvi.  15.  Rising  up  betimes,  and  sending  them.] 
The  Jews  in  general  rose  very  early  in  the  morning.     Hence  in 
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their  style,  to  rise  early  signifies  to  do  a  thing  sedulously,  and 
with  a  good  will:  thus  it  is  frequently  said,  that  God  rose  up 
early  to  send  the  prophets  to  his  people,  and  exhort  them  to 
repentance.  Jer.  vii.  13.  xi.  7.  xxxv.  14.  It  is  a  consequence  of 
country  labour.  The  Greeks  and  Homans  followed  the  same 
custoiQ :  they  rose  very  early,  and  worked  till  night ;  they  bathed, 
supped,  and  went  to  bed  in  good  time.  Fleury's  Hist,  qf 
Israelites^  p.  49. 

EARNEST  EXPECTATION  EXPLAINED. 

Rom.  viii.  19.  Earnest  expectation^]  The  word  airoKapaSoKta, 
which  our  translators  well  render  earnest  expectation,  signifies  to 
lift  up  our  head,  and  stretch  ourselves  out  as  far  as  possible,  to 
hear  something  agreeable  and  of  great  importance ;  to  gain  the 
first  appearance  and  glimpse  of  a  fi'iend  that  has  long  been 
absent ;  to  gain  the  sight  of  a  vessel  at  sea  that  has  some  precious 
freight  that  we  have  a  concern  in,  or  carries  some  passenger  very 
dear  to  us. 

EAR-RTNGS  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS  DESCRIBED. 

Gen.  xxxv.  4.  Ear-ringsJ]  "  Some  of  the  eastern  ear-rings 
are  small,  and  go  so  close  to  the  ear,  as  that  there  is  no  vacuity 
between  them:  others  are  so  large  that  you  may  put  the  fore- 
finger between,  and  adorned  with  a  ruby  and  a  pearl  on  each  side 
of  them,  strung  on  the  ring.  The  women  wear  ear-rings  and 
pendants  of  divers  sorts :  and  I  have  seen  some,  the  diameter  of 
whose  round  was  four  fingers,  and  almost  two  fingers  thick,  made' 
of  several  kinds  of  metals,  wood,  and  horn,  according  to  the 
quality  of  people.  There  is  nothing  more  disagreeable  to  the 
eyes  of  those  that  are  unaccustomed  to  the  si^ht ;  for  these  pen- 
dants by  their  weight,  widen  so  extremely  the  hole  of  the  ear, 
that  one  might  put  in  two  fingers,  and  stretch  it  more  than  one 
that  never  saw  it  would  imagine.  I  have  seen  some  of  these  ear- 
rings with  figures  upon  them,  and  strange  characters,  which  I 
believe  may  be  talismans  or  charms,  or  perhaps  nothing  but  the 
amusement  of  old  women.  The  Indians,  say  they,  are  {nreserva- 
tives  against  enchantments.  Perhaps  the  ear-rings  of  Japob*s 
family  were  of  this  kind."  Chardin  MS.  Farmer,  vol.  ii, 
p.  393. 

ExoDt  xxxii.  2.  From  the  ears  of  your  wives^  of  your  sons.] 
Men  wore  these  ornaments  in  the  eastern  countries,  as  well  as 
women  ;  as  we  find  in  the  story  of  the  Ishmaelite  and  Midianite 
soldiers,  Judges  viii.  24,  and  Pliny,  In  oriente  q^idem  et  viris 
aurum  eo  loci,  &c.  In  the  East  it  is  esteemed  an  ornament  for 
men  to  wear  gold  in  that  place:  speaking  of  their  ears.  See 
Bochart  Hieroz.  p.  i.  1.  1.  c.  34. 

earthen  vessels  VAi;.USp  in  |{PT  COUNTRIES. 

2  Sam.  xvii.  28.  And  earthen  vessels.']  Speaking  of  a  town 
called  Kenne,  Dr.  Perry  ( View  of  the  Levant,  p.  339)  tells  us. 
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that  its  chief  manufacture  is  in  bardacksi  to  cool  and  refresh  their 
water  in^  by  means  of  which  it  drinks  very  cool  and  pleasant  in 
the  hottest  seasons  of  the  year.  It  is  not  then  surprising  that 
earthen  vessels  should  be  presented  to  David;  at  least  if  this 
were  the  use  for  which  they  were  designed.  Harmer^  vol,  ii. 
p.  12. 

EASTERN  ADDRESSES  FULL  OF  REVERENCE. 

1  Sam.  XX  i v.  12,  The  Lord  judge  between  me  and  thee.'] 
Full  of  reverence  as  the  eastern  addresses  are,  and  especially 
those  to  the  great,  in  some  points  they  are  not  so  scrupulous  as 
we  are  in  the  West.  An  inferior's  mentioning  of  himself  before 
he  names  his  superior  is  an  instance  of  this  kind.  Chardin 
assures  us,  that  it  is  customary  among  the  Persians  for  the 
speaker  to  name  himself  first.  Thus  David  spoke  to  Saul,  even 
when  he  so  reverenced  him,  that  "  he  stooped  with  his  face  to 
the  earth,  and  bowed  himself."  (Gen.  xxiii,  16,  compared  with 
V.  6,  is  a  similar  instance.)     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  41. 

EASTERN  CUSTOM  OF  DISPUTATION  IN  THE  MARKET. 

Acts  xvii.  17.  Therefore  disputed  he  in  the  market  daily 
with  them  that  met  him.]  This  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  cus* 
toms  of  the  East.  In  Arabia  it  is  frequently  practised.  People 
usually  meet  in  such  places  for  conversation.  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  526. 

EASTERN  FEMALES  REMARKABLE  FOR  LONG  HAIR. 

1  CoR.  xi.  14,  15.  Doth  not  even  nature  itself  teach  you^  that 
if  a  man  have  long  hair,  it  is  a  shame  unto  him  ;  but  if  a  woman 
have  long  hair,  it  is  a  glory  to  her ;  for  her  hair  is  given  her  for 
a  covering.]  The  eastern  Udies  are  remarkable  for  the  length, 
and  the  great  number  of  the  tresses  of  their  hair.  The  men 
there,  on  the  contrary,  wear  very  little  hair  on  their  heads.  Lady 
M.  W.  Montague  thus  speaks  concerning  the  hair  of  the  women. 
"  Their  hair  hangs  at  full  length  behind,  divided  into  tresses, 
braided  with  pearl  or  ribbon,  which  is  always  in  great  quantity. 
I  never  saw  in  my  life  so  many  fine  heads  of  hair.  In  one  lady's 
I  have  counted  one  hundred  and  ten  of  the  tresses,  all  natural ; 
but  it  must  be  owned,  that  every  kind  of  beauty  isf  more  cpmmon 
•here  than  with  us."     (Lett.  vol.  ii,  p.  31) 

The  men  there,  on  the  contrary,  shave  all  the  hair  off  their 
heads,  e:Kcepting  one  lock ;  and  those  that  wear  their  hiiir  are 
thought  efieminftte.  Both  these  particulars  ar^  mentioned  by 
Chardin,  who  says,  they  are  agreeable  to  the  custom  of  the  l^ast : 
th^  men  are  shaved,  the  women  nourish  their  hair  with  great 
fondness,  which  they  lengthen,  by  tresses  and  tufts  of  silk,  dowii 
to  the  heels.  The  young  men  who  wear  their  hair  in  the  Ea^t 
are  looked  upon  as  effeminate  and  in&mous.  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  398. 
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EASTERN  GARDENS  WALLED  AROUND. 

Sol.  Sono  ii.  9.  He  standeth  behind  the  wall^  Mr. 
Harmer  thinks  this  means  the  green  wall,  as  it  were,  of  a 
chiosky  or  eastern  arbour,  which  is  thus  descdbed  by  Lady  M. 
W.  Montague  (Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  88),  "  In  the  midst  of  the 
garden  is  the  chiosk,  that  is,  a  large  room,  commonly  beautified 
with  a  fine  fountain  in  the  midst  of  it.  It  is  raised  nine  or  ten 
steps,  and  inclosed  with  gilded  lattices,  round  which  vines,  jessa- 
mines, and  honey-suckles,  make  a  sort  of  green  wall ;  large  trees 
are  planted  round  this  place,  which  is  the  scene  of  their  greatest 
pleasures/'  See  "  Outlines  of  a  new  Commentary  on  Solomon's 
Song,"  p.  140. 

SoL«  Song  iv.  12.  A  garden  inclosed  is  my  sister ^  my 
spouse^  a  spring  shut  up,  a  fountain  sealed,']  **  This  morning 
we  went  to  see  some  remarkable  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bethlehem.  The  first  place  that  we  directed  our  course  to,  was 
those  famous  fountains,  pools,  and  gardens,  about  an  hour  and .  a 
quarter  distant  from  Bethlehem^  southward,  said  to  have  been  the 
contrivance  and  delight  of  king  Solomon.  To  these  works  and 
places  of  pleasure  that  great  prince  is  supposed  to  allude  (Elccl.  ii. 
5>  6),  where,  amongst  the  other  instances  of  his  magnificence,  he 
reckons  up  his  gardens,  and  vineyards,  and  pools. 

"  As  for  the  pools,  they  are  three  in  number,  lying  in  a  row 
above  each  other,  being  so  disposed,  that  the  waters  of  the  upper- 
most may  descend  into  the  second,  and  those  of  the  second  into 
the  third.  Their  figure  is  quadrangular ;  the  breadth  is  the  same 
in  all,  amounting  to  about  ninety  paces ;  in  their  length  there  is 
some  difference  between  them,  the  first  being  about  one  hundred 
and  sixty  paces  long,  the  second  two  hundred,  the  third  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty.  They  are  all  lined  with  wall,  and  plastered^ 
and  contain  a  great  depth  of  water. 

*'  Close  by  the  pools  is  a  pleasant  castle,  of  a  modern  struc- 
ture ;  and  at  about  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  paces 
firom  them  is  a  fountain,  from  which  principally  they  derive  their 
waters.  This  the  friars  will  have  to  be  that  sealed  fountain  to 
which  the  holy  spouse  is  compared  (Cant.  iv.  12) ;  and,  in  con- 
firmation of  this  opinion  they  pretend  a  tradition,  that  king  Solo- 
mon shut  up  these  springs,  and  kept  the  door  of  them  sealed  with 
his  signet,  to  the  end  that  he  might  preserve  the  waters  for  his- 
own  drinking,  in  their  natural  freshness  and  purity.  Nor  was  it 
difficult  thus  to  secure  them,  they  rising  under  ground,  and 
having  no  avenue  to  them  but  by  a  little  hole,  like  to  the  mouth 
of  a  narrow  well.  Through  this  hole  you  descend  directly  down, 
but  not  without  some  difficulty,  for  about  four  yards,  and  then 
arrive  in  a  vaulted  room,  fifteen  paces  long  and  eight  broad. 
Joining  to  this  is  another  room  of  the  same  fashion,  but  some- 
what less.  Both  these  rooms  are  covered  with  handsome  stone 
arches,  very  ancient,  and  perhaps  the  work  of  Solomon  himself. 
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"  Below  the  pook  here  runs  down  a  narrow  rocky  valley,  in- 
closed on  both  sides  with  high  mountains.  This  the  friars  will 
have  to  be  the  inclosed  garden,  alluded  to  in  the  same  place  of 
the  Canticles  before  cited.  What  truth  there  may  be  in  this  con- 
jecture I .  cannot  absolutely  pronounce.  As  to  the  pools,  it  is 
probable  enough  they  may  be  the  same  with  Solomon's;  there 
not  being  the  like  store  of  excellent  spring  water  to  be  met  with, 
any  where  else  throughout  all  Palestine."  Maundrell's  J&ar^ 
ney^  April  1,  p.  88,  7th  edit 

MiCAH  iv.  4.  Theyshall  sit  every  man  under  his  vine,  and 
under  his  Jig-tree,^  This  expression  most  probably  alludes  to 
the  delightful  eastern  arbours,  which  were  partly  composed  of 
vines ;  and  the  agreeable  retreat  which  was  enjoyed  under  them, 
might  also  be  found  under  their  fig-trees.  Norden  expressly 
speaks  of  vine  arbours  as  common  in  the  Egyptian  gardens  (vol.  i. 
p.  71),  and  the  Pr€enestine  pavement,  in  Dr.  Shaw,  gives  us  the 
figure  of  an  ancient  one. 

EASTERN  HAREMS  WERE  WATCHED, 

Esther  ii.  11.  And  Mordecai  walked  every  day  before  the 
court  of  the  women  s  house,  to  know  how  Esther  did,  and  what 
should  become  of  herJ]  The  harems  in  the  East  were  guarded 
with  extreme  vigilance.  Chardin  (Travels,  p.  33^)  informs  us, 
that  it  is  a  crime  for  any  person  whatever  to  be  inquiring  what 
passes  within  those  walls ;  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  informed 
of  the  transactions  in  those  habitations;  and  that  a  man  may 
walk  a  hundred  days,  one  after  another,  by  the  house  where  the 
women  are,  and  yet  know  no  more  what  is  done  therein  than  at 
the  farther  end  of  Tartary.  This  sufficiently  explains  the  reason 
of  Mordecai's  conduct. 

eastern  horses  often  Carried  bells. 

Zech.  xiv.  20.  The  bells  of  the  horses.']  Among  the  heathens 
of  the  East  the  Sun  was  called  Baal  or  Bel,  from  his  supposed 
dominion  over  all  things;  whence  the  word  came  at  last  to 
denote  a  lord  or  master  in  general.  He  was  considered  as  the 
author  of  vibratory  motion,  the  source  of  musical  sound;  and 
such  instruments  as  emit  a  sound  by  percussion  were  called  bells, 
from  bell,  or  bel,  the  name  by  which  the  sun  was  denoted  among 
the  druids. 

For  the  above  reason  a  bell  seems,  in  very  early  times,  to  have 
been  made  a  sign  or  symbol  of  victory  or  dominion.  Thus,  as 
horses  were  employed  in  war,  and  are  celebrated  in  the  earliest 
antiquity  for  their  strength,  stately  port,  and  undaunted  courage, 
bells  became  a  part  of  their  martial  furniture.  This  custom 
obtained  in  Greece,  as  is  evident  from  Aristophanes,  who  calls 
the  artificers  that  joined  the  bells  to  the  furniture  of  the  war- 
horses,  KcvSoivo^a  apoir(i)Aoc.     Hence  also^  to  bear  the  bell  still 
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signifies  victory  or  dominion  over  others.   Pirie's  Works,  vol.  iii. 
p.  202. 

Zech.  xiy.  20.  Bells  of  the  horsesJ]  '*  The  finest  breed  of 
Arabian  horses  is  in  this  country,  and  has  furnished  us  with 
those  we  make  use  of  for  the  turf.  They  are  here  chiefly  articles 
of  lux.ury^  used  only  in  war,  or  for  parade.  The  governor  has  a 
large  stud  opposite  the  house  where  I  live,  which  affords  me 
much  pleasure,  as  1  pay  them  frequent  visits.  They  are  small, 
but  finely  shaped,  and  extremely  active.  Of  this  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  yesterday,  when  the  cavalry  had  a  field  day  in 
the  great  square,  which,  from  the  mode  of  exercise,  called  to  my 
mind  the  idea  of  our  ancient  tilts  and  tournaments.  The  horses 
were  sumptuously  caparisoned,  being  adorned  with  gold  and 
silver  trappings,  bells  hung  round  their  necks,  and  rich  housings. 
The  riders  were  in  handsome  Turkish  dresses,  with  white  turbans, 
and  the  whole  formed  to  me  a  new  and  pleasing  spectacle.'* 
Rooke's  Travels  to  the  Coast  of  Arabia  Felix,  p.  S2. 

Zech.  xiv.  20.  In  that  day  shall  there  be  upon  the  bells  of 
the  horses,  Holiness  unto  the  Lord.^  Chardin  informs  us,  that 
something  like  this  is  seen  in  several  places  of  the  East.  In 
Persia,  in  Turkey,  the  reins  are  of  silk,  of  the  thickness  of  a 
finger,  oh  which  is  wrought  the  name  of  God,  or  other  inscrip- 
tions.    Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  470. 

.EASTERN   HOSPITALITY. 

JuDOfis  iv.  17 — 20.]  PoGOCKB,  giving  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  treated  in  an  Arab  tent,  in  his  journey 
to  Jerusalem,  says,  his  conductor  led  him  two  or  three  miles  to 
his  tent,  and  that  there  he  sat  with  his  wife  and  others  round  a 
fire.  ^'  The  Arabs  are  not  so  scrupulous  as  the  Turks  about 
their  women,  and  though  they  have  their  harem,  or  women's  part 
of  the  tent,  yet  such  as  they  are  acquainted  with  come  into  it.  I 
was  kept  in  the  harem  for  greater  security  i  the  wife  being  always 
with  me,  no  stranger  ever  daring  to  come  into  the  women's  apart- 
ment, unless  intrpduoed."  Vol.  ii.  p.  5.  Nothing  can  be  a  better 
comment  on  this  passage  than  this  story. 

Esther  ix.  19.  Sending  portions.]  The  eastern  princes  and 
people,  not  only  invite  their  friends  to  feasts,  but  "  it  is  their 
custom  to  send  a  portion  of  the  banquet  to  those  that  cannot  well 
come  to  it,  especially  their  relations,  and  those  in  a  state  of 
mourning."  (MS.  Chardin).  Thus  when  the  ^and  emir  found 
it  incommoded  M.  D'Arvieux  to  eat  with  him,  ne  desired  him  to 
take  his  own  time  for  eating,  and  sent  him  firom  his  kitchen  what 
he  liked»  and  at  the  time  he  chose.  ( Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  20.) 
(Nehem.  viii.  10.  2  Sam.  xi.  8 — 10.)     Uarmer,  vol.  i.  p.  353. 

RoM.  xii.  13.  Hospitality.]  Hospitality  has  always  been 
highly  esteemed  by  civilized  nations.  It  has  been  exercised  from 
the  earliest  ages  of  the  world.  The  Old  Testament  affords 
numerous  instances  of  its  being  practised  in  the  most  free  and 
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liberal  manner.  In  the  New  Testament  it  is  also  recommended 
and  enforced.  The  primitive  Christians  were  so  ready  in  the 
discharge  of  this  duty^  that  even  the  heathens  admired  them  for 
it.  Hospitable  as  they  were  to  all  strangers,  they  were  particu-^ 
larly  so  to  those  who  were  of  their  own  faith  and  communion* 
In  Homer  and  the  ancient  Greek  writers,  we  see  what  respect 
they  had  for  their  guests.  From  these  instances  we  turn  with 
satisfaction,  to  view  the  kind  and  friendly  disposition  of  less 
polished  people.  Modern  travellers  often  mention  the  pleasing 
reception  they  met  yrith  from  those  among  whom  they  made  a 
temporary  residence.  Volney  (Trav*  vol.  ii.  p.  76),  speaking 
of  the  Druzes,  says,  **  whoever  presents  himself  at  their  door,  in 
the  quality  of  a  supplicant  or  passenger,  is  sure  of  being  enter- 
tained with  lodging  and  food,  in  the  most  generous  and  unai&cted 
manner.  I  have  often  seen  the  lowest  peasants  give  the  last 
morsel  of  bread  they  had  in  their  houses  to  the  hungry  traveller. 
When  they  have  once  contracted  with  their  guest  the  sacred 
engagement  of  bread  and  salt,  no  subsequent  event  can  make 
them  violate  it." 

'^  An  engagement  with  a  stranger  is  sometimes  accepted  as  ^ 
excuse  for  not  obeying  the  summons  of  a  great  man,  when  no 
other  apology,  hardly  even  that  of  indisposition,  would  be  ad- 
mitted."   (Russell's  Hist,  of  Aleppo,  vol.  i.  p.  231.) 

The  Hindoos  extend  their  hospitality  sometimes  to  enemies, 
saying,  '^  the  tree  does  not  withdraw  its  shade  even  from  the 
wood-cutter." 

EASTERN  HOUSES  DESCRIBED. 

2  Kings  iv.  10.  A  Utile  chamber.^  *'  To  most  of  these 
houses  there  is  a  smaller  one  annexed,  which  sometimes  rises  one 
story  higher  than  the  house ;  at  other  times  it  consists  of  one  or 
two  rooms  only,  and  a  terrace ;  whilst  others,  that  are  built  (as 
they  frequently  are)  over  the  porch  or  gateway,  have  (if  we 
except  the  ground-floor,  which  they  have  not)  all  Ae  convenien- 
cies  that  belong  to  the  house,  properly  so  called.  There  is  a 
door  of  communication  from  them  into  the  gallery  of  the  house, 
kept  open  or  shut,  at  the  discretion  of  the  master  of  the  family^^ 
besides  another  door,  which  opens  immediately  from  a  private 
staircase,  down  into  the  porch  or  street,  without  giving  the  least 
disturbance  to  the  house.  These  back  houses  are  known  by' the 
name  of  elee  or  olecA  (for  the  house  properly  so  called  is  dar,  or 
beet),  and  in  them  strangers  are  usually  lodged  and  entertained ; 
in  them  the  sons  of  the  family  are  permitted  to  keep  their  concu- 
bines ;  whither  likewise  the  men  are  wont  to  retire  from  the  hurry 
and  noise  of  the  families,  «to  be  more  at  leisure  for  meditation  or 
diversions,  besides  the  use  they  are  at  other  times  put  to  in 
serving  for  wardrobes  and  magazines. 

The  oleah  of  holy  scripture,  being  literally  the  same  appella- 
tion, is  accordingly  so  rendered  in  the  Arabic  version.     We  may 
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suppose  it  then  to  have  been  a  atructure  of  the  like  contrivance* 
The  little  chamber,  consequently,  that  was  built  by  the  Shunamite 
for  Elisha  (whither,  as  the  text  instructs  us,  he  retired  at  his 

S)leasure,  without  breaking  in  upon  the  private  affairs  of  the 
amily,  or  being  in  his  turn  interrupted  by  them  in  his  devotions); 
the  summer-chamber  of  Eglon  (which,  in  the  same  manner  with 
these,  seems  to  have  had  privy  stairs  belonging  to  it,  through 
which  Ehud  escaped,  after  he  had  revenged  Israel  upon  that  king 
of  Moab) ;  the  chamber  over  the  gate  (whither,  for  the  greater 
privacy,  king  David  withdrew  himself  to  weep  for  Absalom) ;  and 
that  upon  whose  terrace  Ahaz,  for  the  same  reason,  erected  his 
altars ;  seem  to  have  been  structures  of  the  like  nature  and  con- 
trivance with  these  ohes^     Shaw's  Travels^  p.  280. 

1  Kings  xx.  12.  As  he  was  drinking y  he  and  the  kings,  in  the 
pavilions."]  The  pavilions  here  spoken  of  were  nothing  more 
than  mere  booths  or  common  tents,  notwithstanding  Benhadad 
and  the  kings  were  drinking  in  them.  That  great  and  even  royal 
persons  occasionally  refreshed  or  indulged  themselves  in  this 
manner,  is  clear  from  the  following  paragraph  in  Dr.  Chandler*s 
Travels  in  the  Lesser  Asia,  p.  149.  "  While  we  were  employed 
on  the  theatre  of  Miletus,  the  aga  of  Suki,  son-in-law  by  marriage 
to  Elez  Oglu,  crossed  the  plain  towards  us,  attended  by  a  con- 
siderable train  of  domestics  and  ofHcers,  their  vests  and  turbans 
of  various  and  lively  colours,  mounted  on  long-tailed  horses,  with 
showy  trappings,  and  glittering  furniture.  He  returned,  after 
hawking,  to  Miletus :  and  we  went  to  visit  him,  with  a  present  of 
cofiee  and  sugar ;  but  were  told  that  two  favourite  birds  had  flown 
away,  and  that  he  was  vexed  and  tired.  A  couch  was  prepared 
for  him  beneath  a  shed,  made  against  a  cottage,  and  covered  with 
green  boughs  to  keep  off  the  sun.  He  entered  as  we  were  stand- 
ing by,  and  fell  down  on  it  to  sleep,  without  taking  any  notice  of 
us."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  50. 

Amos  iii.  15.  /  will  smite  the  winter  house  with  the  summer 
house,]  There  is  a  distinction  made  in  the  prophets  between 
winter  and  summer  houses.  The  account  Shaw  gives  {Travels, 
p.  34)  of  the  country  seats  about  Algiers,  may  explain  this  affair. 
"  The  hills  and  valleys  round  about  Algiers  are  all  over  beautified 
with  gardens  and  country  seats,  whither  the  inhabitants  of  better 
fashion  retire  during  the  heats  of  the  summer.  They  are  little 
white  houses,  shaded  with  a  variety  of  fruit-trees  and  ever-greens. 
The  gardens  are  all  of  them  well  stocked  with  melons,  frmt,  and 
pot-herbs  of  all  kinds :  and,  what  is  chiefly  regarded  in  these  hot 
climates,  each  of  them  enjoys  a  great  command  of  water."  These 
summer  houses  are  built  in  the  open  country,  and  are  small, 
thpugh  belonging  to  people  of  fashion,  and  as  such  explain,  in  the 
most  ample  maimer,  the  words  of  Amos,  /  will  smite  the  winter 
house,  the  palaces  of  the  great  in  the  fortified  towns,  with  the  sum^ 
mer  house,  the  small  houses  of  pleasure  used  in  the  summer  to 
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which  any  enemy  can  have  access ;  and  the  houses  of  ivory  shall 
perish,  those  remarkable  for  their  magnificence ;  and  the  great 
houses  shall  have  an  end,  saith  the  Lord,  those  which  are  (fistin- 
guished  by  their  amplitude  as  well  as  richness,  built  as  they  are 
in  the  strongest  places,  yet  shall  all  perish  like  their  country 
seats.     (Jer.  xxxvi.  22.)     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  225. 

Amos  ix.  6.  It  is  he  that  huildeth  his  stories  in  the  heaven.'] 
The  chief  rooms  of  the  houses  of  Aleppo  at  this  day  are  those 
above,  the  ground-floor  being  chiefly  made  use  of  for  their  horses 
and  servants.  Perhaps  the  prophet  referred  to  this  circimistance, 
when  he  spoke  of  the  heavens  as  God's  chambers,  the  most  noble 
and  splencUd  apartments  of  the  palace  of  God,  where  his  presence 
is  chiefly  manifested,  and  the  collection  of  its  ofiices,  its  numerous 
little  mean  divisions  of  this  earth.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  175. 

EASTERN  JOURNEYS  OFTEN  TAKEN  IN  THE  NIGHT. 

Luke  xi.  5,  6.  Which  of  you  shall  have  a  friend,  and  shall 
go  unto  him  at  midnight,  and  say  unto  him.  Friend,  lend  me  three 
loaves  ;  for  a  friend  of  mine  in  his  journey  is  come  to  me  ?]  The 
eastern  journeys  are  often  performed  in  the  night,  on  account  of 
the  great  heat  of  the  day ;  this  is  the  time  in  which  the  caravans 
chiefly  travel :  the  circumstance  therefore  of  the  arrival  of  a  fiiend 
at  midnight  is  very  probable.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  468. 

Luke  xi.  5.  Friend,  lend  me  three  loaves."]  It  was  usual  with 
the  Jews  to  borrow  bread  one  of  another ;  and  certain  rules  are 
laid  down  when  and  upon  what  condition  this  is  to  be  done  ;  as 
for  instance  on  a  sabbath-day.  "  So  said  Hillel,  let  not  a  woman 
lend  bread  to  a  friend  till  she  has  fixed  the  price,  lest  wheat 
should  be  dearer,  and  they  should  be  found  coming  into  the 
practice  of  usury."  What  was  lent  could  not  be  demanded  again 
under  thirty  days.     Gill,  in  loc. 

EASTERN  KINGS  READ  ALL  STATE  PAPERS. 

2  Kings  v.  7.  ^nd  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  of  Israel 
had  read  the  letter — ] '  It  was  an  ancient  custom  for  the  kings  of 
Egypt  to  read  all  the  letters  of  state  themselves.  Diodorus  Sic. 
p.  44. 

Jer.  xxxvi.  22.  Now  the  king  sat  in  the  winter-house,  in  the 
ninth  month,  and  there  was  a  fire  on  the  hearth  burning  before 
Aiiw.]  In  all  probability  the  word  translated  hearth  means  a  kind 
of  brasier,  or  portable  machine,  to  keep  fuel  together  for  burning, 
such  as  are  still  used  in  the  East  to  keep  their  rooms  warm  in 
winter.  Such  contrivances  were  in  use  among  the  ancient  Greeks, 
and  are  called  by  Homer  AafiTrrripeg,  Odyss.  xix.  lin.  63,  64, 
where  he  says  that  Penelope's  maids  "  threw  the  embers  out  of 
the  brasiers  upon  the  floor,  and  then  heaped  fresh  wood  on  them, 
to  afford  both  light  and  warmth."  (Comp.  Odyss.  xviii.  lin.  306 
310,  342.)  The  modern  Greeks  imitate  their  ancestors.  "  There 
are  no  chimneys/'  says  Mons.  de  Guys,  "  in  the  Greek  houses. 
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A  brasier  id  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room^  that  those  who  are 
not  sufficiently  wanned  at  a  distance  may  more  conveniently  draw  . 
near  it :  this  is  a  very  ancient  custom  all  over  the  East.  The 
Romans  had  no  other,  and  the  Turks  adhere  to  it.  This  bra- 
sier, called  Aafifrrripy  says  Hesychius,  quoted  by  Madam  D'Acier, 
was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  chamber,  on  which  they  burnt 
wood  to  heat  the  room,  and  torches  to  light  it.  It  stood  on  a 
tripod,  as  at  present.  Lamps  were  not  used  till  a  long  time  after." 
Parkhursfs  aeb.  Lea.  p.  12,  drd  edit. 

EASTERN  LAMBS  A  GREAT  DELICACY. 

Amos  vi.  4.  And  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  flock,']  Chardin 
observes  that  lambs  are  in  many  places  of  the  scripture  spoken  of 
as  great  delicacies.  These  and  tne  kids  must  be  eaten  oi^  to  form 
a  conception  of  the  moistiure,  taste,  delicacy,  and  fat  of  this  ani- 
mal. A&  the  eastern  people  are  no  friends  of  game,  fish,  or  fowls,, 
their  most  delicious  food  is  the  lamb  and  the  kid ;  hence  they 
were  used  for  presents,  Judges  xv.  1,  1  Sam.  xvi.  20;  hence  also 
the  energy  of  tnat  expression,  marrow  andfatnesSy  Psalm  Ixiii.  5. 
Luke  XV.  29.    Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  322. 

EASTERN  manner  OF  ADJURATION. 

Judges  xxi.  18.  Cursed  be  he,"]  The  ancient  manner  of 
adjuring  subjects  or- inferiors  to  any  conditions,  was  by  their 
superiors  denouncing  a  ciirse  on  them,  in  case  they  violated  those 
conditions.  To  this  manner  of  swearing  our  blessed  Lord  himself 
submitted.  Matt.  xxvi.  63.  It  may  be  further  remarked,  that  when 
the  curse  was  expressed  in  general  terms,  as  cursed  be  he,  i.  e. 
whosoever  doth  so  or  so,  the  superior  who  pronounced  it  was  as 
much  bound  by  it  as  the  inferior  who  heard  it ;  thus  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  the  curses  pronounced,  Deut.  xxvii.  14,  obliged  the 
Levites  who  pronounced  them ;  and  those  also,  Joshua  vi.  26,  and 
1  Sam.  xiv.  24,  obliged  Joshua  and  Saul,  who  pronounced  them, 
as  much  as  the  other  people:  they  therefore,  by  pronouncing 
those  curses,  sware  or  took  an  oath  themselves.  Parkhurst's 
Heb.  Lex.  p.  20,  3rd.  ed. 

EASTERN  MANNER  OF  BURYING  THE  DEAD. 

Gen.  1.  13.  His  sons  carried  him  into  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  buried  him  in  the  cave  of  the  field  of  Macpelah^  That  Jacob 
afl«r  his  decease  should  be  carried  from  Egypt  into  Canaan  for 
interment,  and  Joseph  also  when  he  died,  is  pertectly  conformable 
to  the  practice  of  the  East.  Homer  represents  the  shade  of 
Patroclus  as  thus  addressing  Achilles : 

Hear  then ;  and  as  in  fate  and  love  we  join, 
Oh  suffer  tibat  my  bones  maj  rest  with  thine ! 
Together  have  we  liVed,  together  bred, 
One  house  received  us,  and  one  table  ft  d  ; 
That  golden  urn,  thy  goddess  mother  gave. 
May  mix  our  ashes  in  one  common  grave. 

PopE^  IL  zxiii.  105. 
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1  Kings  ii.  10.  So  David  slept  tpith  his  fathers^  and  was 
buried  in  the  city  of  David.^  In  general  the  dead  were  buried 
out  of  the  eastern  cities :  and  as  this  was  the  usual  practice,  it 
was  not  departed  from,  but  upon  very  particular  occasions.  It 
was  a  mark  of  distinguished  honour  to  be  interred  within  a  city. 
"  Hali  Dey,  as  a  very  eminent  mark  of  distinction,  was  buried 
within  an  inclosed  tomb  within  the  city."  Hist,  of  the  Piratical 
States  of  Barbary,  p.  163.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  141. 

EASTERN  MODE  OF  OFFERING  PRESENTS. 

Judges  iii.  18.  When  he  had  made  an  end  to  offer  the  pre- 
sent.l  There  is  often  in  the  East  a  great  deal  of  pomp  and  parade 
in  presenting  their  gifts.  "  Through  ostentation,"  says  Maillet 
(Lett.  X.  p.  86)  "  they  never  fail  to  load  upon  four  or  five  horses 
what  might  easily  be  carried  by  one.  In  like  manner  as  to  jewels, 
trinkets,  and  other  things  of  value,  they  place  in  fifteen  dishes, 
what  a  single  plate  would  very  well  hold."  Something  of  this 
pomp  seems  to  be  referred  to  m  this  passage,  where  we  read  of 
"  making  an  end  of  ofiering  the  present,"  and  of  a  number  of  peo- 
ple who  conveyed  it.  This  remark  also  illustrates  ^  Kings  viii.  9. 
^^  So  Hazael  went  to  meet  him,  and  took  a  present  with  him,  even 
of  every  good  thing  of  Damascus,  forty  camels'  burden.  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  18. 

Judges  iii.  19.  All  that  stood  by  him  went  out  from  Aem.] 
From  a  circumstance  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bruce,  it  j^ppears  that 
Ehud  acted  in  strict  conformity  to  the  customs  of  the  time  and 
place,  so  that  neither  the  suspicion  of  the  king  nor  his  attendants 
should  be  excited  by  his  conduct.  It  was  usual  for  the  attendants 
to  retire  when  secret  messages  were  to  be  delivered.  "  I  drank  a 
dish  of  coffee,  and  told  him  that  I  was  a  bearer  of  a  confidential 
message  from  Ali  Bey  of  Cairo,  and  wished  to  deliver  it  to  him* 
without  witnesses,  whenever  he  pleased.  The  room  was  accord- 
ingly cleared  without  delay,  excepting  his  secretary,  who  was  also 
going  away,  when  I  pulled  him  back  by  the  clothes,  saying,  stay, 
if  you  please ;  we  shall  need  you  to  write  the  answer."  Travels^ 
vol.  1.  p.  153. 

eastern  mode  of  torture. 

Heb.  xi.  35.  Tortured."]  It  does  not  seem  to  be  determined 
whether  the  torture  here  spoken  of  was  a  mode  of  punishment 
distinct  from  others,  or  whether  the  term  is  not  to  be  taken  in  a 
general  sense  for  all  kinds  of  capital  punishment  and  violent  death. 
Doddridge  says  the  original  wprd  signifies  a  peculiar  sort  of  tor- 
ture, which  was  called  that  of  the  tympanum  or  drum,  when  they 
were  extended  in  the  most  violent  manner,  and  then  beaten  with 
clubs,  which  must  give  exquisite  pain,  when  all  the  parts  were  on 
such  a  stretch. 

EASTERN  MONARCHS INTRODUCED  THEIR  QUEENS. 

Esther  i.  11.     To  bring   Vashti  the  queen  before  the  king.] 
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The  Persians  on  festival  occasions  used  to  produce  their  women 
in  public.  To  this  purpose  Herodotus  relates  a  story  of  seven 
Persians  being  sent  to  Amyntas  a  Grecian  prince,  who  received 
them  hospitably,  and  gave  them  a  splendid  entertainment.  When, 
after  the  entertainment,  they  began  to  drink,  one  of  the  Persians 
thus  addressed  Amyntas :  "  Prince  of  Macedonia,  it  is  a  custom 
with  us  Persians,  whenever  we  have  a  public  entertainment,  to 
introduce  our  concubines  and  yoimg  wives."  On  this  principle 
Ahasuerus  gave  command  to  bring  his  queen  Vashti  into  the  pub- 
lic assembly. 

EASTERN  MONARCHS  KEPT  BOOKS  OF  RECORDS. 

Esther  vi.  1.  The  hook  of  records.']  That  which  was  practised 
in  the  court  of  Ahasuerus  L  the  passage  now  referred  to  appears 
to  have  been  customary  in  the  Ottoman  Porte.  "  It  was  likewise 
found  in  the  records  of  the  empire,  that  the  last  war  with  Russia 
had  occasioned  the  fitting  out  of  a  himdred  and  fifty  galliots,  in- 
tended to  penetrate  into  the  sea  of  Azoph :  and  the  particulars 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  expenses  not  specifying  the  mo- 
tives of  this  armament,  it  was  forgotten  that  the  ports  of  Azoph 
and  Taganrag  stood  for  nothing  in  the  present  war ;  the  building 
of  the  galliots  was  ordered,  and  carried  on  with  the  greatest  dis- 
patch."    Baron  du  Totl,  vol.  ii,  p.  15, 

^^The  king  has  near  his  person  an  officer,  who  is  meant  to  be 
his  historiographer :  he  is  also  keeper  of  his  seal,  and  is  obliged 
to  make  a  journal  of  the  king's  actions,  good  or  bad,  without  com- 
ment of  his  own  upon  them.  This,  when  the  king  dies,  or  at 
least  soon  after,  is  delivered  to  the  council,  who  read  it  over,  and 
erase  every  thing  false  in  it,  whilst  they  supply  every  material  fact 
that  may  have  been  omitted,  whether  purposely  or  not."  Bruce's 
Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  596. 

eastern  nations  lived  much  IN  TENTS. 

Isaiah  xxxviii.  12.  Mine  age  is  departed  and  removed  from 
me  as  a  shepherd^s  tent,']  Besides  those  who  live  wholly  in  tents, 
numbers  of  the  eastern  people  spend  psui:  of  the  year  in  them. 
Pococke  tells  us,  he  fell  in  with  a  summer  village  of  country  peo- 
ple, whose  huts  were  made  of  loose  stones,  covered  with  reeds 
and  boughs,  their  winter  village  being  on  the  side  of  an  hill  at 
some  distance.  {Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  158.)  He  also  mentions 
another  village,  the  inhabitants  of  which  lived  under  tents.  It  was 
done  in  a  great  measure  for  the  accommodation  of  their  flocks. 
Probably  in  this  passage  Hezekiah  alludes  to  these  portable 
dwellings. 

EASTERN    OBLATIONS. 

Daniel  i.  8.  But  Daniel  purposed  in  his  heart,  that  he  would 
not  defile  himself  with  the  portion  of  the  king's  meat.]  It  was  the 
custom  of  most  nations,  before  their  meals,  to  make  an  oblation  of 
some  part  of  what  they  ate  and  drank  to  their  gods,  as  a  thankful 
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acknowledgment  that  every  thing  which  they  enjoyed  was  their 
gift.  These  oblations  were  called  lihamina  among  the  Romans, 
so  that  every  entertainment  had  something  in  it  of  the  nature  of  a 
sacrifice.  This  practice  generally  prevailing,  made  Daniel  and 
his  friends  look  upon  the  provisions  coming  from  the  king's  table 
as  no  better  than  meats  offered  to  idols,  and,  by  being  so  offered, 
to  be  accounted  unclean  or  polluted.  Ezek.  iv.  13,  Hosea  ix.  13, 
compared  with  Acts  xv.  20. 

Matt.  ii.  11.  Goldy  frankincense,  and  myrrhJ]  Some  of  the 
ancients  are  of  opinion,  that  in  the  presents  which  these  eastern 
sages  made,  they  had  a  mystical  meaning,  and  designed  to  signify 
their  acknowledgment  both  of  the  divinity,  royalty,  and  humanity 
of  our  Lord ;  for  the  incense,  they  say,  was  proper  to  be  given 
him  as  a  God ;  the  gold,  as  a  king ;  and  the  myrrh,  as  a  mortal 
man,  whose  body  was  to  be  embalmed  thereMdth.  It  is  certain 
that  the  eastern  people  never  came  into  the  presence  of  their 
princes  Mdthout  some  presents,  and  that  their  presents  were  usually 
of  the  most  choice  things  that  their  country  afforded.  All  that 
they  meant,  therefore,  was  to  do  homage  to  a  new-bom  prince  of 
a  neighbouring  nation,  in  the  best  manner  they  could ;  and  if  what 
naturalists  tell  us  be  true,  that  myrrh  was  only  to  be  found  in 
Arabia,  and  frankincense  in  Sabaea,  which  is  a  part  of  Arabia,  and 
that  this  country  was  not  destitute  of  gold  (2  Chron.  ix.  14),  and 
at  the  same  time  was  famous  for  men  conversant  in  astronomy,  it 
makes  a  very  probable  argument  that  the  wise  men  came  from 
thence. 

EASTERN    PRISONS. 

jER.xxxvii.  15.  Wherefore  the  princes  were  wroth  with  Jere- 
miah, and  smote  him,  and  put  him  in  prison  in  the  house  of  Jona- 
than  the  scribe,  for  they  had  made  that  the  prison!]  "The  eastern 
prisons  are  not  public  buildings  erected  for  that  purpose,  but  a 
part  of  the  house  in  which  their  criminal  judges  dwell.  As  the 
governor  and  provost  of  a  town,  or  the  captain  of  the  watch,  im- 
prison such  as  are  accused,  ia. their  own  houses,  they  set  apart  a 
canton  of  them  for  that  purpose,  when  they  are  put  into  these 
offices,  and  choose  for  the  jailer  the  most  proper  person  they  can 
find  of  their  domestics."  (Chardin.)  Here  the  prisoners  were 
treated  according  to  the  will  of  the  jailer,  with  greater  or  less 
severity,  according  as  they  were  able  by  presents  to  purchase  his 
favour.  When,  through  the  vindictive  spirit  of  the  prosecutors, 
large  gifts  were  made  by  them  to  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  to 
induce  him  to  adopt  harsh  measures  with  the  prisoners,  their 
sufferings  were  oflen  extremely  great.  These  circumstances  place 
in  a  strong  light  those  passages  which  speak  of  the  sighing  of 
the  prisoner,  and  its  coming  before  God.   Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  273. 

EASTERN    PROVERB. 

Acts  xxvii.  34.  There  shall  not  a  hair  fall  from  the  head  of 
any  of  youJ]  This  was  a  proverbial  phrase  expressing  the  utmost 
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safety,  and  therefore  they  might  cheerfully  eat  their  food  and  be 
satisfied.  To  dream  of  shaving  the  hair  portended  shipwreck  to 
sailors  :  nor  was  it  lawfiil  for  any  to  pare  his  nails,  or  cut  off  his 
hair,  but  in  a  storm :  to  which  custom  some  think  the  apostle  here 
alludes.     See  Kirchman,  de  Funer.  Rom.  1.  ii.  c.  14.  p.  212. 

EASTERN  salutations- 
Matt.  V.  47.  If  ye  salute  your  brethren.']  The  eastern  salu- 
tations differ  considerably,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  persons 
whom  they  salute.  The  common  salutation  is  laying  the  right 
hand  on  tne  bosom,  and  a  little  declining  their  bodies ;  but  when 
they  salute  a  person  of  great  rank,  they  bow  almost  to  the  ground, 
and  kiss  the  hem  of  his  garment  {Sandys,  Travels,  p.  50.)  Infe- 
riors, out  of  deference  and  respect,  kiss  the  feet,  the  knees,  or  the 
garments  of  their  superiors.  {Shaw,  Travels,  p.  237.)  And  the 
hand  also.  {D'Arvieux,  Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  8.)  When  Lord 
Macartney  was  introduced  to  the  emperor  of  China,  in  1793,  it 
was  observed,  that  every  one  of  the  Chinese  prostrated  themselves 
upon  the  ground;  and  at  the  grand  ceremony  on  the  emperor's 
birth-day,  tne  people  kneeled,  and  bowed  nine  times,  Mdth  as  much 
solemnity  as  if  they  had  been  worshipping  a  deity. 

EASTERN   SEPULCHRES. 

Isaiah  xiv.  9.  The  dead.]  "The  sepulchres  of  the  Hebrews, 
at  least  those  of  respectable  persons,  and  those  which  hereditarily 
belonged  to  the  principal  families,  were  extensive  caves,  or  vaults, 
excavated  from  the  native  rock  by  art  and  manual  labour.  The 
roofs  of  them  in  general  were  arched:  and  some  were  so  spacious 
as  to  be  supported  by  colonnades.  All  round  the  sides  were  cells 
for  the  reception  of  the  sarcophagi;  these  were  properly  orna- 
mented with  sculpture,  and  each  was  placed  in  its  proper  cell. 
The  cave  or  sepulchre  admitted  no  light,  being  closed  by  a  great 
stone,  which  was  rolled  to  the  mouth  of.  the  narrow  passage  or 
entrance.  Many  of  these  receptacles  are  still  extant  in  Judea : 
two  in  particular  are  more  magnificent  than  all  the  rest,  and  are 
supposed  to  be  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings.  One  of  these  is  in 
Jerusalem,  and  contains  twenty-four  cells ;  the  other,  containing 
twice  that  number,  is  in  a  place  without  the  city."  Lowth's 
Lectures  on  the  Sacred  Poetry  of  the  Hebrews,  vol.  i.  p.  159. 
Gregory's  Translation. 

In  the  introductory  observations  to  Isaiah  xiii.  the  same  learned 
writer,  speaking  of  these  sepulchres  of  the  kings,  says,  "  you  are 
to  form  to  yourself  an  idea  of  an  immense  subterraneous  vault,  a 
vast  gloomy  cavern,  all  round  the  sides  of  which  there  are  cells  to 
receive  the  dead  bodies  :  here  the  deceased  monarchs  lie  in  a  dis- 
tinguished sort  of  state,  suitable  to  their  former  rank,  each  on  his 
own  couch,  with  his  arms  beside  him,  his  sword  at  his  head,  and 
the  bodies  of  his  chiefs  and  companions  round  about  him.  Ezek. 
xxxii.  27."    See  Lowth's  Isaiah. 
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The  account  which  Maundrell  gives  of  such  sepulchres  is  too  -^  /^/ 
interesting  to  be  omitted.  "  The  next  place  we  came  to  was  those  "^^  «  ^uJL 
famous  grots,  called  sepulchres  of  the  kings :  but  for  what  reason  ^^'^'^^'^^Im  * 
they  go  by  that  name  is  hard  to  resolve ;  for  it  is  certain  none  of  ,j/^^^iJ^>^ 
the  kings,  either  of  Israel  or  of  Judah,  were  buried  here,  the  """ 
holy  scriptures  assigning  other  places  for  their  sepultures ;  unless 
it  may  be  thought,  perhaps,  that  Hezekiah  was  here  interred,  and 
that  these  were  the  sepulchres  of  the  sons  of  David,  mentioned  2 
Chron.  xxxii.  33.  Whoever  was  buried  here,  this  is  certain,  that 
the  place  itself  discovers  so  great  an  expense  both  of  labour  and 
of  treasure,  that  we  may  well  suppose  it  to  have  been  the  work  of 
kings.  You  approach  to  it  at  the  east  side,  through  an  entrance 
cut  out  of  the  natural  rock,  which  admits  you  into  an  open  court 
of  about  forty  paces  square,  cut  down  into  the  rock,  with  which  it 
is  encompassed  instead  of  walls.  On  the  south  side  of  the  court 
is  a  portico,  nine  paces  long  and  four  broad,  hewn  likewise  out  of 
the  rock ;  this  has  a  kind  of  architrave  running  along  its  front, 
adorned  with  sculpture  of  fruits  and  flowers,  still  discernible,  but 
by  time  much  defaced.  At  the  end  of  the  portico,  on  the  left 
hand,  you  descend  to  the  passage  into  the  sepuJchres.  The  door  is 
now  so  obstructed  with  stones  and  rubbish,  that  it  is  a  thing  of 
some  difficulty  to  creep  through  it ;  but  within,  you  arrive  in  a 
large  fair  room,  about  seven  or  eight  yards  square,  cut  out  of  the 
natural  rock.  Its  sides  and  ceiling  are  so  exactly  square,  and  its 
angles  so  just,  that  no  architect  Math  levels  and  plummets  could 
buUd  a  room  more  regular;  and  the  whole  is  so  firm  and  en- 
tire, that  it  may  be  called  a  chamber  hoUowed  out  of  one  piece 
of  marble.  From  this  room  you  pass  into  (I  think)  six  more, 
one  within  another,  all  of  the  same  fabric  with  the  first.  Of  these 
the  two  innermost  are  deeper  than  the  rest,  having  a  second 
descent  of  about  six  or  seven  steps  into  them. 

In  every  one  of  these  rooms,  except  the  first,  were  coffins  of 
stone  placed  in  niches  in  the  sides  of  the  chambers :  they  had 
been  at  first  covered  Mdth  handsome  lids,  and  carved  with  gar- 
lands ;  but  now  most  of  them  were  broke  to  pieces  by  sacrilegious 
hands.  The  sides  and  ceiling  of  the  rooms  were  always  dropping, 
with  the  moist  damps  condensing  upon  them ;  to  remedy  which 
nuisance,  and  to  preserve  these  chambers  of  the  dead  polite  and 
clean,  there  was  in  each  room  a  small  channel  cut  in  the  floor, 
which  served  to  drain  the  drops  that  fall  constantly  into  it.*' 
Journey  from  Aleppo  to  Jerusalem,  p.  76,  7th  edit 

Isaiah  xxii.  16.  He  heweth  out  a  sepulchre  on  high,  and 
graveth  an  habitation  for  himself  in  a  rock,'\  Persons  of  high 
rank  in  Judea,  and  in  most  parts  of  the  East,  were  generally 
buried  in  large  sepulchral  vaults  hewn  out  in  the  rock,  for  the  use 
of  themselves  and  their  families.  The  vanity  of  Shebna  is  set 
forth  by  his  being  so  studious  and  carefiil  to  have  his  sepulchre 
on  high  in  a  lo%  vault,  and  that  probably  in  a  high  situation, 
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that  it  might  be  more  conspicuous.  Hezekiah  was  buried  in  the 
chiefesty  says  our  translation;  rather^  in  the  highest  part  of  the 
sepulchres  of  the  sons  of  David^  to  do  him  the  more  honour. 
{2  Chron.  xxxii.  33.)  There  are  some  monuments  still  remaining 
in  Persia  of  great  antiquity,  called  Naksi  Rustam,  which  give  one 
a  clear  idea  of  Shebna*s  pompous  design  for  his  sepulchre.  They 
consist  of  several  sepulchres,  each  of  them  hewn  in  a  high  rock 
near  the  top ;  the  front  of  the  rock  to  the  valley  below  is  adorned 
with  carved  work  in  relievo,  being  the  outside  of  the  sepulchre. 
Some  of  these  sepulchres  are  about  thirty  feet  in  the  perpendicular 
from  the  valley,  which  is  itself  raised  perhaps  above  half  as  much 
by  the  accumulation  of  the  earth  since  they  were  made.  Diodo- 
rus  Siculus  (lib.  17),  mentions  these  ancient  monuments,  and  calls 
them  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Persia.     Bp.  Lowth  in  loc. 

Matt,  xxiii.  27*     Ye  are  like  unto  whited  sepulchres,  which 
indeed  appear  beautiful  outward,  but  are  within  full  of  dead  men^s 
bones,  and  of  ail  vncleannessJ]     Of  the  tombs  of  the  ancients, 
accurate  descriptions  have  been  given  by  eastern  travellers.   Shaw 
presents  us  with  the  following  account  of  these  sepulchres.     "  If 
we  except  a  few  persons  who  are  buried  within  the  precincts  of 
some  sanctuary,  the  rest  are  carried  out  at  a  small  distance  from 
their  cities  and  villages,  where  a  great  extent  of  ground  is  allotted 
for  that  purpose.     Each  family  hath   a  particular  portion  of  it 
walled  in  like  a  garden,  where  the  bones  of  their  ancestors  have 
remained  undisturbed  for  many  generations :  for  in  these  inclosures 
the  graves  are  all  distinct  and  separate,  having  each  of  them  a 
stone  placed  upright,  both  at  the  head  and  feet,  inscribed  with  the 
name  of  the  person  who  lieth  there  interred,  whilst  the  interme- 
diate space  is  either  planted  with  flowers,  bordered  round  with 
stone,  or  paved  all  over  with  tiles.     The  graves  of  the  principal 
citizens  are  frirther  distinguished  by  some  square  chambers  or 
cupolas,  that  are  built  over  them.  (Mark  v.  3.)     Now  as  all  these 
different  sorts  of  tombs  and  sepulchres,  with  the  very  walls  like- 
wise of  the  inclosures,  are  constantly  kept  clean  white-washed  and 
beautified,  they  continue  to  this  day  to  be  an  excellent  comment 
upon  that  expression  of  our  Saviour's,  where  he  mentions  the 
garnishing  of  the  sepulchres  (Matt  xxiii.  29) ;  and  again,  ver.  27, 
where  he  compares  the  scribes,  pharisees,  and  h)rpocrites  to  whited 
sepulchres."    (Travels,  p.  285,  fol.)    What  is  here  narrated  fur- 
nishes a  comment  upon  Matt.  viii.  28,  where  mention  is  made  of 
the  demoniacs  who  came  out  of  the  tombs.     It  is  obvious  that 
they  might  dwell  in  places  that  were  constructed  like  chambers  or 
rooms. 

It  may  be  agreeable  to  add  to  the  above  citation,  that  it  was  a 
customary  thing  to  plant  herbs  and  flowers  either  upon  or  close  to 
the  grave.  The  women  in  Egypt,  according  to  Maillet,  go  "  at 
least  two  days  in  the  w^k  to  pray  and  weep  at  the  sepulchres  of 
the  dead;  and  the  custom  then  is,  to  throw  upon  the  tBmba  a  sort 
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of  herb  which  the  Arabs  call  rihan,  and  which  is  our  sweet  basil: 
they  cover  them  also  with  the  leaves  of  the  palm  tree."  (Lett.  x. 
p.  91.)  Myrtle,  which  has  been  frequently  used  on  joyful  occa- 
sions, is  employed  by  the  people  of  the  East  to  adorn  the  tombs 
of  the  dead ;  for  Dr.  Chandler  tells  us,  that  in  his  travels  in  the 
Lesser  Asia  (p.  200),  he  found  some  Turkish  graves  there,  which 
had  each  a  bough  of  myrtle  stuck  at  the  head  and  the  feet 
Rauwolff  mentions  the  same  circumstance  (p.  65.)  At  Aleppo, 
there  grow  many  myrtles,  which  they  diligently  propagate,  because 
they  are  beautiful,  and  remain  long  green,  to  put  about  their 
graves. 

John  xi.  17.  He  had  lain  in  the  grave  four  days,1  It  was 
customary  among  the  Jews  to  go  to  the  sepulchres  of  their  de- 
ceased friends,  and  visit  them  for  three  days,  for  so  long  they 
supposed  that  their  spirits  hovered  about  them ;  but  when  once 
they  perceived  that  their  visage  began  to  change,  as  it  would  in 
three  days  in  these  countries,  all  hopes  of  a  return  to  life  were 
then  at  an  end.  After  a  revolution  of  humours,  which  in  seventy- 
two  hours  is  completed,  the  body  tends  naturally  to  putrefaction ; 
and  therefore  Martha  had  reason  to  say,  that  her  brother's  body 
(which  appears  by  the  context  to  have  been  laid  in  the  sepulchre 
the  same  day  that  he  died)  woidd  now  on  the  fourth  day  become 
offensive.     Stackhouse's  History  of  the  Bible,  vol.  ii.  p.  1386. 

John  xi.  31.  Shegoeth  unto  the  grave  to  weep  there. \  Authors 
that  speak  of  the  eastern  people's  visiting  the  tombs  of  their  rela- 
tions, almost  always  attribute  this  to  the  women ;  the  men,  however, 
sometimes  visit  them  too,  though  not  so  frequently  as  the  other  sex, 
who  are  more  susceptible  of  the  tender  emotions  of  grief,  and 
think  that  propriety  requires  it  of  them ;  whereas  the  men  com- 
monly think  that  such  strong  expressions  of  sorrow  would  misbe- 
come them.  We  find  that  some  male  friends  came  from  Jerusalem 
to  condole  with  Mary  and  Martha  on  account  of  the  death  of 
their  brother  Lazarus,  who,  when  they  supposed  that  her  rising  up 
and  going  out  of  the  house  was  with  a  view  to  repair  to  his  grave 
to  weep,  "followed  her,  sapng,  she  goeth  unto  the  grave  to  weep 
there." 

It  is  no  wonder  that  they  thought  her  rising  up  in  haste  was  to 
go  to  the  grave  to  weep,  for  Chardin  informs  us,  that  the  mourning 
in  the  East  does  not  consist  in  wearing  black  clothes,  which  they 
call  an  infernal  dress,  but  in  great  outcries,  in  sitting  motionless, 
in  being  slightly  dressed  in  a  brown  or  pale  habit,  in  refrising  to 
take  any  nourishment  for  eight  days  running,  as  if  they  were  deter- 
mined to  live  no  longer.  Her  starting  up  then  with  a  sudden 
motion,  who,  it  was  expected,  would  have  sat  still  Mdthout  stirring 
at  all,  and  her  going  out  of  the  house,  made  them  conclude  that  it 
•must  be  to  go  to  the  grave  to  weep  there,  though,  according  to  the 
modem  Persian  ceremonial,  it  wanted  five  or  six  days  of  the  usual 
time  for  going  to  weep  at  the  grave:  but  the  Jews  possibly  might 
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repair  thither  sooner  than  the  Persians  do.     Harmer,  vol.  iii. 
p.  459. 

EASTERN  SHEEP  DESCRIBED. 

ExoD.  xxix.  22.  The  rump.]  Or  the  large  tail  of  one  species 
of  the  eastern  sheep.  Russell  {Hist,  of  Aleppo^  P*  51)  after  ob- 
serving that  they  are  in  that  country  much  more  numerous  than 
those  with  smaller  tails,  adds,  "  this  tail  is  very  broad  and  large, 
terminating  in  a  small  appendix  that  turns  back  upon  it.  It  is  of 
a  substance  between  fat  and  marrow,  and  is  not  eaten  separately, 
but  mixed  with  the  lean  meat  in  many  of  their  dishes,  and  also 
often  used  instead  of  butter.  A  common  sheep  of  this  sort,  with- 
out the  head,  feet,  skin  and  entrails,  weighs  about  twelve  or  four- 
teen Aleppo  rotoloes,  of  which  the  tail  is  usually  threfe  rotoloes  or 
upwards ;  but  such  as  are  of  the  largest  breed,  and  have  been 
fattened,  will  sometimes  weigh  above  thirty  rotoloes,  and  the  tail 
of  these  ten.  These  very  large  sheep  being  about  Aleppo  kept 
up  in  yards,  are  in  no  danger  of  injuring  their  tails :  but  in  some 
other  places,  where  they  feed  in  the  fields,  the  shepherds  are 
obliged  to  fix  a  piece  of  thin  board  to  the  under  part  of  their  tail, 
to  prevent  its  being  torn  by  bushels  and  thistles,  as  it  is  not 
covered  underneath  with  thick  wool  like  the  upper  part.  Some 
have  small  wheels  to  facilitate  the  dragging  of  this  board  after 
them."  A  rotoloe  of  Aleppo  is  five  pounds.  See  also  Herodotusy 
lib.  iii.  cap.  115.  With  this  agrees  the  account  given  by  the 
Abb6  Mariti  {Travels  through  Cyprus,  vol  i,  p.  36),  "  The  mutton 
is  juicy  and  tender.  The  tails  of  some  of  the  sheep,  which  are  re- 
markably fine,  weigh  upwards  of  fifty  pounds."  This  shows  us 
the  reason  why,  in  the  levitical  sacrifices,  the  tail  was  always 
ordered  to  be  consumed  by  fire. 

EASTERN  SHEPHERDS  OFTEN  SLEEP  IN  THE  FIELDS. 

EzEK.  xxxiv.  25.     They  shall  dwell  safely  in  the  wilderness, 

and  sleep  in  the  woods »]     The  eastern  shepherds  firequently  lie 

"Ji^.aJ  /u<    ^y^^^o^d  ^^  ^^  fields  with  their  flocks,  during  the  night,  without  a 

\//^         /^  ^^^  ^^  shelter  them.     Chardin  thus  describes  an  occurrence  in 

Apcc^*^  ^^-^his  first  excursion  from  Smjmia  (p.  157),  "  About  two  in  the  mom- 

^>L-  /^^^.^  «^    ing,  our  whole  attention  was  fixed  by  the  barking  of  dogs,  which, 

.  /^t^^hu*t^^^  we  advanced,  became  exceedingly  fiirious.     Deceived  by  the 

^-  /    '  •  ^  7^      light  of  the  moon,  we  now  fancied  we  could  see  a  village,  and  were 

/^     /  //  y     much  mortified  to  find  only  a  station  of  poor  goat-herds^  without 

'/^  .i(AJ ^^y  g^gj^  ^  shed,  and  nothing  for  our  horses  to  eat.     They  were  lying, 

4-4^2^  ^-^*  '^^^apped  in  their  thick  capots,  or  loose  coats,  by  some  glimmering 

/Le^c^  />-*^^^*y^ embers  among  the  bushes  in  a  dale,  under  a  spreading  tree  by  the 

^/t  AuU  .'^^^fpld. — The  tree  was  hung  with  rustic  utensils;  the  she-goats,  in  a 

^        pen,  sneezed,  and  bleated,  and  rustled  to  and  fro.     The  shrubs  by 

which  our  horses  stood  were  leafless,  and  the  earth  bare."     This 

account  may  stand  as  a  comment  on  the  words  of  Ezekiel :  "  I  will 

make  with  them  a  covenant  of  peace,  and  will  cause  the  evil  beasts 
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to  cease  out  of  the  land ;  and  they  shall  dwell  safety  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  sleep  in  the  woods." 

EASTERN  SHIPS  DESCRIBED. 

Acts  xxvii.  40.  And  loosed  the  rudder-bandsJ]  The  ancient 
ships  had  frequently  two  rudders.  They  were  a  kind  of  very  large 
and  broad  oars  on  each  side  of  the  hinder  part  of  the  ship.  When 
occasion  required  they  unloosed  them,  and  even  let  them  drop 
when  in  danger,  as  well  as  cut  off  the  anchors.  See  more  in 
Parkhursfs  Greek  Lex.  p.  555. 

eastern  sign  of  purity. 

Job  xvii.  9.  He  that  hath  clean  handsJ]  The  idea  here  sug- 
gested is  that  of  purity  and  holiness.  Porphyry  observes,  that  in 
the  Leontian  mysteries  the  initiated  had  their  hands  washed  with 
honey,  instead  of  water,  to  intimate  that  they  were  to  keep  their 
hands  pure  from  all  wickedness  and  mischief;  honey  being  of  a 
cleansii^  nature,  and  preserving  other  things  from  corruption. 

eastern  soldiers  in  time  of  peace. 

EzEK.  xxvii.  11.  The  men  of  Arvad  with  their  army  were ' 
upon  thy  walls  round  about,  and  the  Gammadim  were  in  thy 
towers  ;  they  hung  their  shields  upon  thy  walls  round  about.'\  The 
eastern  soldiers  in  times  of  peace  are  disposed  of  about  the  walls 
of  places,  and  particularly  in  the  towers,  and  at  the  gates.  Niebuhr 
tells  us  (p.  186)  that  the  foot  soldiers  of  the  imam  of  Yemen  have 
very  little  to  do  in  times  of  peace,  any  more  than  the  cavalry : 
some  of  them  mount  guard  at  the  dela's  (or  governor's) ;  they  are 
also  employed  at  the  gates  and  upon  the  towers.  Van  Egmont 
and  Hayman  {Travels,  vol..  ii.  p.  121)  give  a  similar  account. 

Sandys,  speaking  of  the  decorations  of  one  of  the  gates  of  the 
imperial  seraglio  in  Constantinople,  tells  us,  that  it  is  hung  with 
shields  and  cimeters.  Through  this  gate  people  pass  to  the  divan, 
where  justice  is  administered ;  and  these  are  the  ornaments  of  this 
public  passage.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  517. 

EASTERN  SUMMERS  REMARKABLE  FOR  JOROUGHT. 

Psalm  xxxii.  4.  My  moisture  is  turned  into  the  drought  of 
summer.^  In  England  and  the  neighbouring  countries  it  is  com- 
mon for  rain  to  fall  in  all  months  of  the  year.  But  it  is  not  so  in 
the  Levant.  Egypt  has  scarce  any  rain  at  all ;  and  Dr.  Shaw 
affirms  that  it  is  as  uncommon  in  what  they  call  at  Algiers  the 
Desert,  which  is  the  most  southern  part  of  that  country.  These, 
however,  are  peculiar  cases.  Rain  indiscriminately  in  the  winter 
months,  and  none  at  all  in  the  summer,  is  what  is  most  common 
in  the  East.  Jacobus  de  Vitriaco  assures  us  it  is  thus  in  Judea ; 
for  he  observes  that  "lightning  and  thunder  are  wont,  in  the 
western  countries,  to  be  in  the  summer,  but  happen  in  the  Holy 
Land  in  winter.  In  the  summer  it  seldom  or  never  rains  there  : 
but  in  winter,  though  the  returns  of  rain  are  not  so  frequent,  after 
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they  begin  to  fall  they  pour  down  for  three  or  four  days  and  nights 
together  as  vehemently  as  if  they  would  drown  the  country." 
{Gesta  Dei  per  Francois,  vol.  i.  p.  1097.)  The  withered  appear- 
ance of  an  eastern  summer,  which  is  very  dry,  is  doubtless  what 
the  Psalmist  refers  to  when  he  says,  my  moisture  is  turned  into 
the  drought  of  summer.  The  reference  is  not  to  any  particular 
year  of  drought,  but  to  what  commonly  occiurs.  Harmer,  vol.  i. 
p.  6. 

EASTERN  THRESHING  FLOORS  DESCRIBED. 

2  Sam.  xxiv.  18.     Threshing  floor  J]     These  among  the  ancient 
Jews,  were  only,  as  they  are  to  this  day  in  the  East,  round  level 
plats  of  ground  in  the  open  air,  where  the  com  was  trodden  out 
by  oxen,  the  Lihycue  arete  of  Horace,  ode  i.  1.  10.     Thus  Gideon's 
floor  {Judges  vi.  37)  appears  to  have  been  in  the  open  air ;  as  was 
likewise  that  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite ;  else  it  would  not  have  been 
a  proper  place  for  erecting  an  altar  and  offering  sacrifice.     In 
Hosea  xiii.  3,  we  read  of  "  the  chaff  which  is  driven  by  the  whirl- 
wind firom  the  floor."     This  circumstance  of  the  threshing  floor's 
•being  exposed  to  the  agitation  of  the  wind,  seems  to  be  liie  prin- 
cipal reason  of  its  Hebrew  na:me ;  which  may  be  further  illustrated 
by  the  direction  which  Hesiod  {Opera  et  Dies,  1.  597)  gives  his 
husbandman  "  to  thresh  his  corn  in  a  place  well  exposed  to  the 
wind."     From  the  above  account  it  appears  that  a  threshing-floor 
(rendered  in  our  textual  translation  a  void  place)  might  well  be 
near  the  entrance  of  the  gate  of  Samaria,  and  that  it  might  afford 
no  improper  place  for  the  kings  of  Israel  and  Judah  to  hear  the 
prophets  in.     See  1  Kings  xxii,  10 ;  2  Chron,  xviii.  9. 

Isaiah  xli.  15.    Threshing,"]     The  manner  of  threshing  com 
in  the  East  differs  essentially  fi-om  the  method  practised  in  western 
countries.     It  has  been  fully  described  by  travellers,  from  whose 
writings  such  extracts  are  here  made,  and  connected  together,  as 
will  convey  a  tolerable  idea  of  this  subject.     In  Isaiah  xxviii.  27, 
28,  four  methods  of  threshing  are  mentioned,  as  effected  by  dif- 
ferent instruments  :  the  flail,  the  drag,  the  wain,  and  the  treading 
of  the   cattle.      The  staff,  or  flail  was  used  for  the  inflrmiora 
semina,  says  Hieron,  the  grain  that  was  too  tender  to  be  treated 
in  the  other  methods.     The  drag  consisted  of  a  sort  of  frame  of 
strong  planks,  made  rough  at  the  bottom  with  hard  stones  or  iron ; 
it  was  drawn  by  horses  or  oxen  over  the  corn-sheaves  spread  on 
the  floor,  the  driver  sitting  upon  it.     The  wain  was  much  like  the 
former,  but  had  wheels  with  iron  teeth,  or  edges  like  a  saw.     The 
axle  was  armed  with  iron  teeth,  or  serrated  wheels  throughout :  it 
moves  upon  three  rollers,  armed  Mdth  iron  teeth  or  wheels,  to  cut 
the  straw.     In  Syria  they  make  use  of  the  drag,  constmcted  in  the 
very  same  manner  as  above  described.     This  not  only  forced  out 
the  grain,  but  cut  the  straw  in  pieces  for  fodder  for  the  cattle ;  for 
in  the  eastern  countries  they  nave  no  hay.     The  last  method  is 
well  known  from  the  law  of  Moses,  which  forbids  the  ox  to  be 
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muzzled  when  he  treadeth  out  the  com.     Deut  xxv.  4.     (Bp. 
Lowth's  note  on  Isaiah  xxviii.  27.) 

"  In  threshing  their  com,  the  Arabians  lay  the  sheaves  down  in 
a  certain  order,  and  then  lead  over  them  two  oxen,  dragging  a 
large  stone.  This  mode  of  separating  the  ears  from  the  straw  is 
not  unlike  that  of  Eg3rpt."    (Niebuhr's  Travels,  p.  299.) 

"  They  use  oxen,  as  the  ancients  did,  to  beat  out  their  com,  by 
trampling  upon  the  sheaves,  and  dragging  after  them  a  clumsy 
machine.  This  machine  is  not,  as  in  Arabia,  a  stone  cylinder, 
nor  a  plank  with  sharp  stones,  as  in  Syria,  but  a  sort  of  sledge, 
consisting  of  three  rollers,  fitted  with  irons,  which  turn  upon  axles. 
A  farmer  chooses  out  a  level  spot  in  his  fields,  and  has  his  com 
carried  thither  in  sheaves,  upon  asses,  or  dromedaries.  Two  oxen 
are  then  yoked  in  a  sledge,  a  driver  gets  upon  it,  and  drives  them 
backwards  and  forwards  (rather  in  a  circle)  upon  the  sheaves,  and 
fi'esh  oxen  succeed  in  the  yoke  fi*om  time  to  time.  By  this  opera- 
tion the  chaff  is  very  much  cut  down:  the  whole  is  then  winnow- 
ed, and  the  pure  grain  thus  separated.  This  mode  of  threshing 
out  the  corn  is  tedious  and  inconvenient ;  it  destroys  the  chaff,  and 
injures  the  quality  of  the  grain."  (Niebuhr's  Travek,  vol.  i. 
p.  89.) 

In  another  place  Niebuhr  tells  us  that  "  two  parcels  or  layers 
of  corn  are  threshed  out  in  a  day  ;  and  they  move  each  of  them  as 
many  as  eight  times,  with  a  wooden  fork  of  five  prongs,  which  they 
call  meddre.  Afterwards  they  throw  the  straw  into  the  middle  of 
the  ring,  where  it  forms  a  heap,  which  grows  bigger  and  bigger ; 
when  the  first  layer  is  threshed,  they  replace  the  straw  in  the  ring, 
and  thresh  it  as  before.  Thus  the  straw  becomes  every  time 
smaller,  till  at  last  it  resembles  chopt  straw.  Afl«r  this,  with  the 
fork  just  described,  they  cast  the  whole  some  yards  firom  thence, 
and  against  the  wind,  which  driving  back  the  straw,  the  corn  and 
the  ears  not  threshed  out  fall  apart  from  it,  and  make  another 
heap.  A  man  collects  the  clods  of  dirt,  and  other  impurities,  to 
which  any  corn  adheres,  and  throws  them  into  a  sieve.  They 
afterwards  place  in  a  ring  the  heaps,  in  which  a  good  many  entire 
ears  are  still  found,  and  drive  over  them  for  four  or  five  hours 
together  a  dozen  couple  of  oxen,  joined  two  and  two,  till  by  abso- 
lute trampling  they  have  separated  the  grains,  which  they  throw 
into  the  air  with  a  shovel  to  cleanse  them." 

"  The  Moors  and  Arabs  continue  to  tread  out  their  com  afl«r 
the  primitive  custom  of  the  East.  Instead  of  beeves  they  fire- 
quently  make  use  of  mules  and  horses,  by  tying  in  the  like  manner 
by  the  neck  three  or  four  of  them  together,  and  whipping  them 
afterwards  round  about  the  nedders  (as  they  call  the  threshing 
floors,  the  Lyhic^e  areae  of  Horace)  where  the  sheaves  lie  open  and 
expanded  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  placed  and  prepared 
with  us  for  threshing.  This,  indeed,  is  a  much  quicker  way  than 
ours,  but  less  cleaidy ;  for,  as  it  is  performed  in  the  open  air. 


138  '        ORIENTAL   CUSTOMS. 

{Hosea  xiii.  3)  upon  any  round  level  plat  of  ground,  daubed  over 
with  cow's  dung,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  the  earth,  sand, 
or  gravel  from  rising,  a  great  quantity  of  ^em  all,  notwithstanding 
this  precaution,  must  unavoidably  be  taken  up  with  the  grain ;  at 
the  same  time  the  straw,  which  is  their  only  fodder,  is  hereby 
shattered  to  pieces,  a  circumstance  very  pertinently  alluded  to 
2  Kings  xiii.  7,  where  the  king  of  Syria  is  said  to  have  made  the 
Israelites  like  dust  by  threshing."  (Shaw's  TraveUy  p.  138,  139, 
2d  edit.)        _ 

Homer  has  described  the  method  of  threshing  com  by  the  feet 
of  oxen,  as  practised  in  his  time  and  country : 

As  with  autumnal  harvestB  covered  o'er. 
And  thick  bestrewn  lies  Ceres'  sacred  flcx)r» 
When  rouud  and  round,  with  never-wearj'd  pain, 
The  trampling  steers  beat  out  th'  unnumber'd  grain. 

Iliad  XX.  lin.  495.     Pope. 

EASTERN  TREASURES  CONSISTED  MUCH  OF  RAIMENT. 

Job  xxvii.  16.  Prepare  raiment  as  the  clay  J]  D'Herbelot 
tells  us  (p.  208)  that  Bokhteri,  an  illustrious  poet  of  Cufah  in  the 
ninth  century,  had  so  many  presents  made  him  in  the  course  of 
his  life,  that  at  his  death  he  was  found  possessed  of  an  hundred 
complete  suits  of  clothes,  two  hundred  shirts,  and  five  hundred 
turbans  ;  an  indisputable  proof  of  the  frequency  with  which  pre- 
sents of  this  kind  are  made  in  the  Levant  to  men  of  study ;  and  at 
the  same  time  a  fine  illustration  of  Job's  description  of  the  treasures 
of  the  East  in  his  days,  consisting  of  raiment  as  well  as  silver. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  11. 

EASTERN  WINDOWS  VERY  LAROE. 

Acts  xx.  9.  There  sat  in  a  window  a  certain  young  man 
named  EutychusJ]  Chardin  informs  us,  that  the  eastern  windows 
are  very  large,  snd  even  with  the  floor.  It  is  no  wonder  Eutychus 
might  fall  out  if  the  lattice  was  not  well  fastened,  or  if  it  was  de- 
cayed, when,  sunk  into  a  deep  sleep,  he  leaned  Mdth  all  his  weight 
against  it     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  164. 

EASTERN  WINTERS  OFTEN  PARTICULARLY  COLD. 

Psalm  cxlvii.  16, 17.  Who  can  stand  before  his  coldf^  The 
winters  in  the  East  are  very  cold  and  severe,  at  least  in  some 
places,  and  in  some  particular  years ;  Jacobus  de  Vitriaco  {Gesta 
Dei  per  Francos,  p.  1 130)  saw  the  cold  prove  deadly  to  man  and 
beast.  How  forcible  the  exclamation  of  tiie  Psalmist  appears  fi'om 
this  representation !  It  is  said  also,  that  he  giveth  snow  like  wool. 
To  illustrate  this  remark,  Chardin  says,  "  that  towards  the  Black 
Sea,  in  Iberia  and  Armenia,  the  snow  falls  in  flakes  as  big  as  wal- 
nuts, but  not  being  either  hard  or  very  compact,  it  does  no  other 
hurt  than  presently  covering  a  person."     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  16. 

EATING  OF  THE  SACRIFICE. 

ExoD.  xxxiv.  15.     And  thou  eat  of  his  sacrifice,^     To  eat  part 
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of  what  was  offered  in  sacrifice  appears  to  have  been  a  very  ancient 
and  general  practice.  Juvenal  particularly  alludes  to  it  in  the 
following  passage : 

Moris  erat  quondam  festis  servare  diebus, 

£t  natalitiuiii  cognatis  ponere  lardum, 

Accedente  nov^,  si  quam  dabat  hostia,  carne.        Salt.  xi.  83. 

But  heretofore  'twas  thought  a  sumptuous  treat, 

On  birth-days,  festivals,  or  days  of  state, 

A  salt,  dry  flitch  of  bacon  to  prepare  ; 

If  they  had  fresh  meat,  'twas  delicious  fare, 

Which  rarely  happened :  and  'twas  highly  priz'd. 

If  ought  were  left  of  what  they  sacrificed.  Dryden. 

EDOMITES  THREATENED  WITH  EXTERMINATION. 

Obadiah  ver.  18.  There  shall  not  he  any  remaining  of  the 
house  of  Esau,"]  They  shall  all  be  cut  off  by,  or  swallowed  up 
among,  the  Jews :  not  so  much  as  a  torch-bearer  left,  one  that 
carries  the  lights  before  an  army,  as  the  Septuagint  and  Arabic 
versions ;  which  versions,  and  the  custom  alluded  to,  serve  very 
much  to  illustrate  the  passage.  It  was  usual  with  the  Greeks 
{Alex.  ah.  Alex,  Genial.  Dier.  1.  v.  c.  3)  when  armies  were  about 
to  engage,  that  before  the  first  ensigns  stood  a  prophet  or  priest 
bearing  branches  of  laurels  and  garlands,  who  was  called  ryro- 
phorus,  or  the  torch-bearer,  because  he  held  a  lamp  or  torch ;  and 
it  was  accounted  a  most  criminal  thing  to  do  him  any  hurt,  because 
he  performed  the  office  of  an  ambassador.  This  sort  of  men  were 
priests  of  Mars  and  sacred  to  him,  so  that  those  who  were  con- 
querors always  spared  them.  Hence,  when  a  total  destruction  of 
an  army,  place,  or  people  was  hyperbolically  expressed,  it  used  to 
be  said,  not  so  much  as  a  torch-bearer,  or  fire-carrier,  escaped. 
{Herodot.  Urania,  sive  1.  viii.  c.  6.)  So  Philo  the  Jew,  speaking 
of  the  destruction  of  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the  Red  Sea,  says, 
there  was  not  so  much  as  a  torch-bearer  left  to  declare  the  cala- 
mity to  the  Egyptians.  And  thus  here,  so  general  should  be  the 
destruction  of  the  Edomites,  that  not  one  should  be  left  in  such  an 
office  as  just  described. 

EGYPTIAN  FEAST  IN  HONOUR  OF  DIANA. 

ExoD.  xxxii.  6.  And  they  rose  up  early  on  the  morrow,  and 
offered  hurnt-offerings,  and  brought  peace-offerings ;  and  the 
people  sat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  rose  up  to  play.^  It  is 
highly  probable  that  at  this  feast  they  sacrificed  after  the  manner 
of  the  Egyptians.  Herodotus  gives  an  account  of  a  solemn  feast 
which  the  people  of  Egypt  celebrated  at  Bubastis  in  honour  of  the 
goddess  Diana :  to  her,  he  says,  they  offer  many  sacrifices,  and 
while  the  victijn  is  burning,  they  dance  and  play  a  hundred  tricks, 
and  drink  more  wine  than  in  the  whole  year  besides.  For  they 
convene  thither  about  seven  hundred  thousand  men  and  women, 
besides  children.  Aaron's  feast  of  the  golden  calf  seems  to  have 
been  in  imitation  of  this. 
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EGYPTIAN  STOOLS. 

ExoD.  i.  16.  And  the  king  of  Egypt  spake  to  the  Hebrew 
midwivesy — When  ye  do  the  office  of  a  midwife  to  the  Hebrew 
women,  and  see  them  on  the  stools,  if  it  be  a  son,  then  ye  shall 
kill  him ;  but  if  it  be  a  daughter,  then  she  shall  liveJl  To  under- 
stand the  word  stools  as  referring  to  the  women  to  be  delivered 
involves  the  passage  in  perplexity :  but  if  it  be  interpreted  of  those 
troughs  or  vessels  of  stone,  in  which  new-bom  children  were 
placed  for  the  purpose  of  being  washed,  it  is  perfectly  clear  and 
intelligible.  This  custom  in  relation  to  children  is  justified  by 
eastern  usages  ;  and  such  a  destruction  of  boys  is  actually  prac- 
tised in  the  courts  of  eastern  monarchs.  Thevenot  {part  ii.  p.  98) 
hints  at  both  these  principles.  He  says  that  "the  kings  of  Per- 
sia are  so  afiraid  of  being  deprived  of  that  power  which  they  abuse, 
and  are  so  apprehensive  of  being  dethroned,  that  they  destroy  the 
children  of  their  female  relations,  when  they  are  brought  to  bed  of 
boys,  by  putting  them  into  an  earthen  trough,  where  they  suffer 
them  to  starve." 

EGYPT  PERSONIFIED. 

Isaiah  xviii.  1,  2.  Woe  to  the  land  shadowing  with  wings, 
which  is  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia  ;  that  sendeth  ambassadors 
by  the  sea  even  in  vessels  of  bulrushes,  upon  the  waters,  saying, 
go,  ye  swift  messengers,  to  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled,  to  a 
people  terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto ;  a  nation  meted  out 
and  trodden  down,  whose  lands  the  rivers  have  spoiled.^  The  cir- 
cumstances of  this  prophecy  accord  perfectly  well  with  Egypt.  In 
this  country  wings  universally  obtained  as  hieroglyphics  of  the 
wind,  {Maurice^ s  Ind.  Ant,  vol.  ii.  p.  386)  and  a  sort  of  light  ships 
or  boats  built  of  papyrus  were  commonly  used  on  the  Nile.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  deserts  on  each  side  of  it,  Egypt  is  one  continued 
vale  about  seven  hundred  miles  long;  and  from  the  heart  of  Abys- 
sinia the  Nile  brings  a  species  of  mud,  light  and  fat,  which  by  the 
inundation  of  this  river  overspreads,  smoothes,  and  fertilizes  the 
face  of  a  country  naturally  barren.  An  event  of  such  importance 
to  the  inhabitants  as  the  overflow  of  the  Nile  would  naturally  in- 
duce them  to  measure  its  different  heights.  As  soon  as  it  retired 
within  its  banks,  and  the  earth  became  sufficiently  dry,  the 
Egyptians  sowed  their  land,  and  sent  forth  their  cattle  to  tread  the 
seed  into  the  ground :  and  without  any  fiirther  care  expected  the 
harvest 

ELDERS  OF  ISRAEL. 

ExoD.  xviii.  12.  The  elders  of  Israel,"]  Not  only  fathers,  but 
all  old  men,  had  great  authority  among  the  Israelites  and  all  the 
people  of  antiquity.  They  every  where,  in  the  beginning,  chose 
judges  for  private  aSairs,  and  counsellors  for  the  public,  out  of  the 
oldest  men.  Thence  came  the  name  of  senate  and  fathers  at 
Rome,  and  that  great  respect  for  old  age  which  they  borrowed 
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from  the  Lacedaemonians*    As  soon  as  the  Hebrews  began  to  be 
formed  into  a  people  they  were  governed  by  old  men. 

ELECTION  SUBLIMELY  ILLUSTRATED. 

Matt.  xx.  16.  For  many  are  called,  hut  few  chosenJ]  There 
was  not  an  Israelite  that  did  not  carry  arms;  the  priests  and 
Levites  not  excepted.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  20.  1  Kings  ii.  35.  All 
were  reckoned  soldiers  that  were  of  age  for  service,  and  that  was 
at  twenty  years  old  and  upwards.  Nmnb.  i.  3,  22.  They  were 
like  the  militia  in  some  countries,  always  ready  to  assemble  at  the 
first  notice.  The  difference  is,  that  with  us  all  ecclesiastics  are 
forbidden  the  use  of  arms,  and  that  we  have  moreover  an  infinite 
number  of  people  unfit  for  war ;  whereas  they  were  all  husband- 
men and  shepherds,  inured  from  their  childhood  to  labour  and 
fatigue.  Nor  is  it  improbable  that  they  used  them  to  handle  arms 
from  the  time  of  David  and  Solomon.  Thus  at  Rome,  all  the 
citizens  of  such  an  age  were  obliged  to  serve  a  certain  number  of 
campaigns,  when  they  were  commanded ;  from  whence  it  comes 
that  they  did  not  use  the  expression  of  levying  troops,  but  called 
it  choosing  {delectum  habere)  them,  because  they  had  always  a 
great  many  more  than  they  wanted.  This  is  what  our  Lord  refers 
to  when  he  says,  many  are  called,  but  few  choSen.  The  great 
mass  of  the  people  were  called  together,  and  a  choice  was  made  of 
those  who  were  most  fit  for  service.  Fleury's  Hist  of  Israelites, 
p.  152. 

EMBALMING  AMONG  THE  EGYPTIANS. 

Gen.  1.  26.  So  Joseph  died,  being  an  hundred  and  ten  years 
old,  and  they  embalmed  him,  and  he  was  put  in  a  coffin  in  Egypt.^ 
When  Joseph  died  he  was  not  only  embalmed,  but  put  into  a 
coffin.  This  was  an  honour  appropriated  to  persons  of  distinction, 
coffins  not  being  universally  used  in  Egypt.  Mailkt,  speaking  of 
the  Egyptian  repositories  of  the  dead,  having  given  an  account  of 
several  niches  that  are  found  there,  says,  "  it  must  not  be  imagin- 
ed, that  the  bodies  deposited  in  these  gloomy  apartments  were  all 
enclosed  in  chests,  and  placed  in  niches ;  the  greatest  part  were 
simply  embalmed  and  swathed  afler  that  manner  that  every  one 
hath  some  notion  of;  afler  which  they  laid  them  one  by  the  side 
of  another  without  any  ceremony :  some  were  even  put  into  these 
tombs  without  any  embalming  at  all,  or  such  a  slight  one,  that 
there  remains  nothing  of  them  in  the  linen  in  which  they  were 
wrapped  but  the  bones,  and  those  half  rotten."  (Le^/eryii.  p.  281.) 
Antique  coffins  of  stone,  and  sycamore  wood,  are  still  to  be  seen 
in  Egypt.  It  is  said  that  some  were  formerly  made  of  a  kind  of 
pasteboard,  formed  by  folding  and  glueing  cloth  together  a  great 
number  of  times ;  these  were  curiously  plaistered  and  painted  with 
hieroglyphics.     Thevenot,  part  i.  p.  137. 

Gen.  1.  2.  And  Joseph  commanded  his  servants  the  physicians 
to  embalm  his  father."]  Concerning  the  practice  of  physic  in  Egypt, 
Herodotus  says,  that  it  was  divided  amongst  the  ^ulty  in  this 
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manner.  "  Every  distinct  distemper  hath  its  own  physician,  who 
confines  himself  to  the  study  and  care  of  that  alone,  and  meddles 
with  no  other :  so  that  all  places  are  crowded  with  physicians : 
for  one  class  hath  the  care  oi  the  eyes,  another  of  the  head,  another 
of  the  teeth,  another  of  the  region  of  the  belly,  and  another  of 
occult  distempers."  lib.  ii.  c.  84.  After  this  we  shall  not  think  it 
strange  that  Joseph's  physicians  are  represented  as  a  number.  A 
body  of  these  domestics  would  now  appear  an  extravagant  piece 
of  state,  even  in  a  first  minister.  But  then  it  could  not  be  other- 
wise, where  each  distemper  had  its  proper  physician ;  so  that  every 
great  family,  as  well  as  city,  must  needs,  as  Herodotus  expresses 
it,  swarm  with  the  faculty.  There  is  a  remarkable  passage  in 
Jeremiah  (chap.  xlvi.  11)  where,  foretelling  the  overthrow  of 
Pharaoh's  army  at  the  Euphrates,  he  describes  Egypt  by  this 
characteristic  of  her  skill  in  medicine.  Go  up  into  Gilead,  and 
take  BALM,  (or  babam)  O  virgin  the  daughter  of  Egypt ;  in  vain 
shalt  thou  use  many  medicines,  for  thou  shalt  not  he  cured. 
Warburton's  Divine  Legation,  b.  iv.  sec.  3,  §  3. 

Gen.  1.  3.  And  forty  days  were  fulfilled  for  him^  (for  so  are 
fulfilled  the  days  of  those  who  are  embalmed)  and  the  Egyptians 
mourned  for  him  three-score  and  ten  days^  We  learn  from  two 
Greek  historians  (Herodotus,  lib.  ii.  cap.  85,  86.  Diodorus,  lib.  i. 
Bibl.  p.  58)  that  the  time  of  mourning  was  while  the  body  re- 
mained with  the  embalmers,  which  Herodotus  says  was  seventy 
days.  During  this  time  the  body  lay  in  nitre,  the  use  of  which 
was  to  dry  up  all  its  superfluous  and  noxious  moisture :  and  when, 
in  the  compass  of  thirty  days,  this  was  reasonably  well  effected, 
the  remaining  forty  (the  time  mentioned  by  Diodorus)  were  em- 
ployed in  anointing  it  with  gams  and  spices  to  preserve  it,  which 
was  the  proper  embalming.  The  former  circumstance  explains 
the  reason  why  the  Egyptians  mourned  for  Israel  three-score  and 
ten  days.  The  latter  explains  the  meaning  of  the  forty  days  which 
were  fulfilled  for  Israel,  being  the  days  of  those  who  are  embalmed. 
Warburton's  Divine  Legation,  b.  iv.  sec.  3,  §  4. 

ENGRAVING   ON   THE   PALMS   OF   THE   HANDS. 

Isaiah  xlix.  16.  I  have  graven  thee  upon  the  palms  of  my  hands.] 
This  is  an  allusion  to  the  eastern  custom  of  tracing  out  on  their 
hands,  not  the  names,  but  the  sketches  of  certain  eminent  cities  or 
places,  and  then  rubbing  them  with  the  powder  of  the  hennah  or 
cypress,  and  thereby  making  the  marks  perpetual.  This  custom 
Maundrelf  thus  describes  :  "  The  next  morning  nothing  extraor- 
dinary passed,  which  gave  many  of  the  pilgrims  leisure  to  have 
their  arms  marked  with  the  usual  ensigns  of  Jerusalem.  The 
artists,  who  undertake  the  operation,  do  it  in  this  manner :  they 
have  stamps  in  wood  of  any  figure  that  you  desire,  which  they  first 
print  oflP  upon  your  arm,  with  powder  of  charcoal ;  then  taking  two 
very  fine  needles  tied  close  together,  and  dipping  them  oftien,  like 
a  pen,  in  certain  ink,  compounded,  as  I  was  informed,  of  gunpow- 
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der  and  ox  gall,  they  make  with  them  small  punctures  all  along 
the  lines  of  the  figure  which  they  have  printed,  and  then  washing 
the  part  in  wine,  conclude  the  work.  These  punctures  they  make 
with  great  quickness  and  dexterity,  and  with  scarce  any  smart,  sel- 
dom piercing  so  deep  as  to  draw  blood."    Journey^  at  March,  27. 

ERROR'  RECTIFIED. 

Isaiah  liii.  8.  And  who  shall  declare  his  generation  ?'\  It  is 
said  in  the  Mishna,  that  before  any  one  was  punished  for  a  capital 
crime,  proclamation  was  made  before  the  prisoner  by  the  public 
crier,  "  Whoever  knows  any  thing  of  his  innocence,  let  him  come 
and  declare  it  of  him."  On  the  original  passage  the  Gemara  of 
Babylon  adds,  that  before  the  death  of  Jesus  this  proclamation 
was  made  for  forty  days,  but  no  defence  could  be  found.  It  is 
truly  surprising  to  see  such  falsities,  contrary  to  well  known  facts. 
Bp*  LowTH,  in  loc. 

ESPOUSALS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Matt.  i.  18.  EspousedJ]  Espousing  or  betrothing  was  a 
solemn  promise  of  marriage  made  by  two  persons,  each  to  the 
other,  at  such  a  distance  of  tinje  as  they  agreed  upon.  The  man- 
ner of  performing  this  espousal  was,  either  by  a  writing,  or  by  a 
piece  of  silver  given  to  the  Kride,  or  by  cohabitation.  The  writ- 
ing that  was  prepared  on  these  occasions  ran  in  this  form  :  "  On 
such  a  day  of  such  a  month,  in  such  a  year.  A,  the  son  of  A.  has 
said  to  B.  the  daughter  of  B.  be  thou  my  spouse  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses  and  the  Israelites,  and  I  will  give  thee,  for  the  por- 
tion of  thy  virginity,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  zuzim,  as  it  is  or- 
dained by  th^  law.  And  the  said  B.  has  consented  to  become  his 
spouse  upon  these  conditions,  which  the  said  A.  has  promised  to 

Eerform  upon  the  day  of  marriage.  To  this  the  said  A.  obliges 
imself :  and  for  this  he  engages  all  his  goods,  even  as  far  as  the 
cloak  which  he  wears  upon  his  shoulder.  Moreover  he  promises 
to  perform  all  that  is  intended  in  contracts  of  marriage  in  favour 
of  the  Israelitish  women.  Witnesses  A.  B.  C."  The  promise  by 
a  piece  of  silver,  and  without  writing,  was  made  before  witnesses, 
when  the  young  man  said  to  his  mistress,  "  Receive  this  piece  of 
silver,  as  a  ple^e  that  you  shall  become  my  spouse."  The  en- 
gagement by  cohabitation,  according  to  the  rabbins,  was  allowed 
by  the  law  {Deut.  xxiv.  1),  but  it  had  been  wisely  forbidden  by 
the  ancients,  because  of  the  abuses  that  might  happen,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  inconvenience  of  clandestine  marriages.  After  such 
espousal  was  made,  (which  was  generally  when  the  parties  were 
young)  the  woman  continued  with  her  parents  several  months,  if 
not  some  years,  before  she  was  brought  home  and  her  marriage 
consummated.  (Judges  xiv.  8.)  Calmet's  Dictionary  of  the 
Bible,  art.  Marriage. 

EUNUCHS  COMMON  IN  EASTERN  PALACES. 

Jer.  xxxviii.  7.    Now  when  Ebed-fnelech  the  Ethiopian,  one  of 
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the  kind's  eunuchs^  tvho  was  in  the  king's  house^  The  possession 
of  black  eunuchs  is  not  very  common  in  the  Levant ;  they  are 
hardly  any  where  to  be  found,  except  in  the  palaces  of  the  sovereign 
or  of  the  branches  of  the  royal  family.  When  the  Baron  Du 
Tott's  wife  and  mother-in-law  were  permitted  to  visit  Asma  Sul- 
tana, daughter  of  the  emperor  Achmet,  and  sister  of  the  then 
reiming  prince,  he  tells  us,  tliat  "  at  the  opening  of  the  third  gate 
of  her  palace  several  black  eunuchs  presented  themselves,  who, 
with  each  a  white  staff  in  his  hand,  preceded  the  visitors,  leading 
them  to  a  spacious  apartment,  called  the  chamber  of  strangers." 
He  adds,  that  to  have  such  attendants  is  a  piece  of  great  state,  as 
the  richest  people  have  not  more  than  one  or  two  of  them.  Har- 
MER,  vol.  iii.  p.  327. 

EVILS  OF  EGYPT  THREATENED  TO  THE  ISRAELITES. 

Deut.  vii.  15.  The  Lord  will  put  none  of  the  evil  diseases  of 
Egypt  upon  thee.Ji  ^^  ^^^^  countty  they  were  subject  to  ulcers 
called  iEgyptiaca  and  Syriaca,  as  Casaubon  observes  on  Persius, 
sat.  V.  p.  467.  With  these  the  priests  of  Isis  used  to  threaten  and 
terrify  poor  people,  if  they  did  not  worship  her.  In  opposition  to 
this  Spencer  (de  Legibus  Heh.  1.  i.  c.  3)  thinks  that  God  made  this 
special  promise  to  his  people,  to  preserve  them  from  all  such  evil 
diseases,  if  they  kept  themselves  pure  from  idolatry.  If  the  wor- 
ship of  Isis,  says  iop.  Patrick,  were  as  ancient  as  the  days  of 
Moses,  this  supposition  is  very  ingenious. 

Deut.  vii.  22.  Lest  the  beasts  of  the  field  increase  upon  theeJ] 
That  wild  beasts  are  at  present  in  that  country  in  considerable 
numbers,  and  terrify  strangers,  appears  in  that  passage  of  Haynes, 
where,  describing  his  arrival  at  Cana  of  Galilee,  he  says,  (p.  118) 
"  the  approaching  to  Cana,  at  the  close  of  day,  as  we  did,  is  at 
once  terrifying  and  dangerous.  The  surrounding  country  swarms 
with  wild  beasts,  such  as  tigers,  leopards,  jackals,  &c.  whose  cries 
and  howUng,  I  doubt  not,  as  it  did  me,  would  strike  the  boldest 
traveller,  who  had  not  been  frequently  in  a  like  situation,  with  the 
deepest  sense  of  horror."  See  also  Ezek.  xxxiv.  25.  Harmer, 
vol.  iv.  p.  171. 

EVIL  EYE  EXPLAINED.' 

Prov.  xxiii.  6.  An  evil  eyeJ\  Whether  the  same  ideas  are  to 
be  attached  to  this  expression  as  used  by  Solomon,  and  as  under- 
stood by  the  Egyptians,  may  not  be  easily  ascertained,  though 
perhaps  worthy  of  consideration.  Pococke  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  181) 
says  of  the  Egyptians,  that  "  they  have  a  great  notion  of  the  magic 
art,  have  books  about  it,  and  think  there  is  much  virtue  in  talismans 
and  charms :  but  particularly  are  strongly  possessed  with  an 
opinion  of  the  evil  eye.  When  a  child  is  commended,  except  you 
give  it  some  blessing,  if  they  are  not  very  well  assured  of  your 
good  will,  they  use  charms  against  the  evil  eye  ;  and  particularly 
when  they  think  any  ill  success  attends  them  on  account  of  an  evil 
eye,  they  throw  salt  into  the  fire." 
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EXALTATION  OP  CHRIST. 

Heb.  vii.  26.  And  made  higher  than  the  heavens J\  On  the 
day  of  atonement  the  high-priest  was  carried  to  an  upper  chamber 
in  the  temple,  called  the  chamber  of  ahtines^  In  the  account  here 
given  of  the  exaltation  of  Christ  there  may  be  an  allusion  to  this 
circumstance.     Gill,  in  loc, 

exalting  one's  gate  explained. 

Prov.  xvii.  19.  He  that  exalteth  his  gate  seeks th  destruction,'] 
The  Arabs  are  accustomed  to  ride  into  the  houses  of  those  they 
design  to  harass.  To  prevent  this  Thevenot  tells  us  {Travels, 
part  i.  p.  181)  that  the  door  of  the  house  in  which  the  French 
merchants  lived  at  Rama  was  not  three  feet  high,  and  that  all  the 
doors  of  that  town  are  equally  low.  Agreeably  to  this  account 
the  Abb6  Mariti,  speaking  of  his  admission  into  a  monastery  near 
Jerusalem,  says,  "  the  passage  is  so  low  that  it  will  scarcely  admit 
a  horse ;  and  it  is  shut  by  a  gate  of  iron,  strongly  secured  in  the 
inside.  As  soon  as  we  entered,  it  was  again  made  fast  with  vari- 
ous bolts  and  bars  of  iron :  a  precaution  extremely  necessary  in  a 
desert  place,  exposed  to  the  incursions  and  insolent  attacks  of  the 
Arabs."  {Travels  through  Palestine,  vol.  iii.  p.  37.)  To  exalt 
the  gate  would  consequently  be  to  court  destruction. 

excommunication  among  the  jews. 

John  xvi.  2.  They  shall  put  you  out  of  the  synagogues^  There 
were  three  degrees  of  excommunication  among  the  Jews ;  the  first 
is  what  is  called  in  the  New  Testament,  casting  out  of  the  syna- 
gogue, and  signifies  a  separation  firom  all  commerce  or  society ;  it 
was  of  force  thirty  days,  but  might  be  shortened  by  repentance.  If 
the  person  persisted  in  his  obstinacy  after  the  thirty  days  were  ex- 
pired, they  excommunicated  him  again,  with  the  addition  of  a 
solemn  curse.  This  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  the  same  with  de- 
livering over  to  satan.  The  offence  was  published  in  the  syna- 
gogue, and  at  this  time  candles  were  lighted,  and  when  the  pro- 
clamation was  ended  they  were  put  out,  as  a  sign  that  the  person 
excommunicated  was  deprived  of  the  light  of  heaven ;  his  goods 
were  confiscated ;  his  male  children  were  not  admitted  to  circum- 
cision ;  and  if  he  died  without  repentance,  by  the  sentence  of  the 
judge  a  stone  was  cast  upon  his  coflin  or  bier,  to  show  that  he  de- 
served to  be  stoned.  He  was  not  mourned  for  with  any  solemn 
lamentation.  The  last  degree  of  excommunication  was  anathe- 
matizing, which  was  inflicted  when  the  offender  had  often  refiised 
to  comply  with  the  sentence  of  the  court,  and  was  attended  with 
corporal  punishment,  and  sometimes  with  banishment  and  death. 

EXECUTING  wrath  UPON  OFFENDERS  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

1  Sam.  xxii.  17.  The  king  said  unto  the  footmen  J]  "  In  ancient 
times  it  was  as  much  a  custom  for  great  men  to  do  execution  upon 
offenders,  as  it  is  now  an  usual  thing  for  them  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence.    They  had  not  then  (as  we  have  now)  such  persons  as  the 
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Romans  called  carnificesy  or  public  executioners ;  and  therefore 
Saul  bade'  such  as  waited  on  him  to  kill  the  priests,  and  Doeg^  one 
of  his  chief  officers,  did  it."     Patrick,  in  he. 

FAIR  WEATHER  INDICATED  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

Job  xxxvii.  22.  Fair  weather  comet h  out  of  the  north."}  The 
Hebrew  word  for  fan*  weather  is  rendered  by  the  LXX.  Nc^ii 
Xpvo'avyovvTo,  gold-coloured  clouds.  An  old  Greek  tragedian, 
quoted  by  Grotius,  speaks  of  Xpyawwog  AiOrip,  the  gilded  ether. 
Varro  uses  the  phrase  aurescit  aer,  the  air  is  gilded.  The  poets 
abound  with  passages  comparing  the  solar  orb  or  light  to  gold. 
Thus  Virgil,  Georg.  i.  232,  calls  the  sun  aureus,  or  golden :  and 
Milton,  Par.  Lost,  b.  iii.  572,  mentions 

The  golden  gun  in  splendour  likest  heaven : 

And  Thomson,  in  his  description  of  a  summer's  morning,  intro- 
duces 

the  mountain's  hrow 

lUuiu'd  with  fluid  gold.  Summer,  lin.  83. 

FAITH  OF  MIRACLES. 

Matt.  xxi.  21.  Ye  shall  say  to  this  mountain^  be  thou  re- 
moved,}  It  was  a  eonmion  saying  among  the  Jews,  when  they 
intended  to  commend  any  one  of  their  doctors  for  his  great  dex- 
terity in  solving  difficult  questions,  that  he  was  a  rooter  up  of 
mountains.  In  allusion  to  this  adage,  Christ  tells  his  disciples, 
that  if  they  had  faith,  they  might  say  to  a  mountain,  be  thou  re- 
moved, and  be  thou  cast  into  the  sea,  and  it  should  be  done ;  that 
is,  in  confirmation  of  the  christian  faith,  they  should  be  able  to  do 
the  most  difficult  things.  As  these  words  are  not  to  be  taken  in 
a  literal  sense,  so  they  are  likewise  to  be  restrained  to  the  age  of 
miracles,  and,  to  the  apostles,  since  experience  convinces  us,  that 
this  is  no  ordinary  and  standing  gift  belonging  to  the  church. 
Whitby  in  loc. 

FAITHFUL  FOLLOWERS  OF  CHRIST. 

Rev.  xiv.  4.  These  are  they  who  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever 
he  goeth.}  It  has  been  suggested,  that  these  words  are  probably 
an  allusion  to  the  oath  taken  by  the  Roman  soldiers,  part  of 
which  was,  to  follow  their  generals  wherever  they  should  lead. 
See  2  Sam.  xv.  21.     Lydii  Dissert,  de  Jurament.  c.  ii.  p.  258. 

FALL  OF  BABYLON  PREDICTED. 

Jer.  li.  44.  The  wall  of  Babylon  shall  fall.]  "We  are 
astonished  at  the  accounts  which  ancient  historians  of  the  best 
credit  give,  of  the  immense  extent,  height,  and  thickness  of  the 
walls  of  Nineveh  and  Babylon ;  nor  are  we  less  astonished  when 
we  are  assured,  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  modem  travellers, 
that  no  remains,  not  the  least  traces,  of  these  prodigious  works 
are  now  to  be  found.  Our  wonder  will,  I  think,  be  moderated  in 
both  respects,  if  we  consider  the  fabric  of  these  celebrated  walls, 
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and  the  nature  of  the  materials  of  which  they  consisted.  Buildings 
in  the  East  have  always  been,  and  are  to  this  day,  made  of  earth 
or  clay  mixed  or  beat  up  with  straw,  to  make  the  parts  cohere, 
and  dried  only  in  the  sun.  This  is  their  method  of  making 
bricks.  The  walls  of  the  city  were  built  of  the  earth  diig  out  on 
the  spot,  and  dried  upon  the  place;  by  which  means  both  the 
ditch  and  the  wall  were  at  once  formed,  the  former  furnishing  ma- 
terials for  the  latter.  That  the  walls  of  Babylon  were  of  this 
kind  is  well  known,  and  Berosus  expressly  says  (apud  Joseph. 
Antiq.  11),  that  Nebuchadnezzar  added  three  new  walls  both  to 
the  old  and  new  city,  partly  of  brick  and  bitumen,  and  oartly  of 
brick  alone.  A  wall  of  this  sort  must  have  a  great  thickness  in 
proportion  to  its  height,  otherwise  it  cannot  stand.  The  thickness 
of  the  walls  of  Babylon  is  said  to  have  been  one  fourth  of  their 
height,  which  seems  to  have  been  no  more  than  was  absolutely 
necessary.  Maundrell,  speaking  of  the  garden  walls  of  Damascus, 
says,  "  they  are  of  a  very  singular '  structure.  They  are  built  of 
great  pieces  of  earth,  made  in  the  fashion  of  brick,  and  hardened 
in  the  sun.  Jn  their  dimensions  they  are  two  yards  long  each, 
and  somewhat  more  than  one  broad,  and  half  a  yard  thick ; "  and 
afterward  speaking  of  the  walls  of  the  houses,  says,  "  from  this 
dirty  way  of  building  they  have  this  amongst  other  inconveniences, 
that  upon  any  violent  rain  the  whole  city  becomes,  by  the 
washing  of  the  houses,  as  it  were  a  quagmire"  (p.  124).  When 
a  wall  of  this  sort  comes  to  be  out  of  repair,  and  is  neglected,  it 
is  easy  to  conceive  the  necessary  consequences,  namely,  that  in  no 
long  course  of  ages  it  must  be  totally  destroyed  by  the  heavy  rains, 
and  at  length  washed  away,  and  reduced  to  its  original  earth." 
Bp.  LoVth's  note  on  Isaiah  xiii.  12. 

FASTING  AN  EXPRESSION  OF  SORROW. 

Matt.  vi.  16.  When  ye  fast.l  Fasting  has  in  all  ages  and 
nations  been  used  in  time  of  mourning,  sorrow,  or  affliction.  It 
was  common  among  the  Jews,  though  the  fasts  of  their  calendar 
are  later  than  the  law.  The  heathens  sometimes  fasted.  The 
king  of  Nineveh,  terrified  by  Jonah's  preaching,  ordered  that  not 
only  men,  but  beasts  also,  should  continue  without  eating  or 
drinking,  should  be  covered  with  sackcloth,  and  each  after  their 
maimer  should  cry  to  the  Lord  (Jonah  iii.  5,  6). 

The  Jews  in  their  fasts  begin  the  observance  of  them  in  the 
evening  after  sunset,  and  remain  without  eating  till  tlie  same  hour 
the  next  day,  or  till  the  rising  of  the  stars.  On  the  great  day  of 
expiation,  when  more  strictly  obliged  to  fast,  they  continue  so  for 
twenty-eight  hours.  Men  are  obliged  to  fast  firom  the  age  of  full 
thirteen,  and  women  from  the  age  of  fiill  eleven  years.  Children 
from  the  age  of  seven  years  fast  in  proportion  to  their  strength. 
During  the  fast,  they  not  only  abstain  firom  food,  but  firom  bath- 
ing, firom  perfumes,  and  anointing.  This  is  the  idea  which  the 
eastern  people  have  generally  of  fasting,  it  is  a  total  abstinence 
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from  pleasure  of  every  kind.  Besides  such  fisists  as  are  common 
to  all  the  Jews,  others  are  practised  by  the  most  zealous  and 
pious.  The  Pharisee  (Luke  xviii.  12)  says,  "I  fast  twice  in  a 
week,"  i.  e.  Monday  and  Thursday :  on  Thursday,  in  memory  of 
Moses*s  going  up  Mount  Sinai  on  that  day ;  on  Monday,  in  me- 
mory of  his  coming  down  from  thence.  It  is  said,  that  some  Pha- 
risees fasted  four  days  in  the  week.  On  fast  days  in  the  morning, 
confessions  are  added  to  the  prayers,  and  the  recital  of  such  melan- 
choly accidents  as  happened  on  such  a  day,  and  occasioned  the 
fast  then  celebrating ;  the  law  is  opened,  and  part  of  Ex.  xxxii.  11 
is  read;  and  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  prayer  of  Mincha,  or  the 
offering,  *the  same  is  read  again  with  Isaiah  Iv.  6. 

Besides  the  general  fasts  of  the  whole  Jewish  people,  others  are 
peculiar  to  them  in  different  nations.  The  German  Jews,  after 
the  feasts  of  passover  and  tabernacles,  have  a  custom  to  fast  three 
days,  on  the  two  following  Mondays  and  the  Thursday  between 
them.  This  is  founded  on  an  apprehension,  that  as  the  preceding 
feasts  were  of  eight  days  continuance,  they  might  have  offended 
God  during  that  time.  For  the  same  reason  they  fast  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year,  and  some  on  the  last  day  in  every  month.  Cal- 
met's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  art.  Fasting. 

FAT  OXEN  A  LUXURY  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

Prov.  XV.  17.-4.  stalled  ox."}  This  instance  of  luxury  appears 
to  be  alluded  to  in  Matt.  xxii.  4,  and  Luke  xv.  23.  In  the  times' 
of  Homer  it  was  in  high  esteem,  and  formed  a  chief  part  of  their 
entertainments.  At  the  feasts  made  by  his  heroes,  Agamemnon, 
Menelaus,  and  Ajax,  it  is  mentioned  as  the  principal  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  what  was  prepared.  See  II.  vii.  320.  Od.  iv.  65^ 
et  viii.  60.     Virg.  JEn.  viii.  182. 

FATHER  AND  MOTHER  IJSED  FIGURATIVELY  IN  THE  EAST. 

EzEK.  xxi.  21.  For  the  king  of  Babylon  stood  at  the  parting  of 
the  way.]  Heb.  "  mother  of  the  way."  It  is  a  common  thing 
among  the  people  of  the  East  to  denominate  a  man  the  father  of  a 
thing  for  wnich  he  is  remarkable.  It  appears  also  that  both  people 
and  places  may  in  like  manner  be  called  the  mother  of  such  things 
for  which  they  are  particularly  noticed.  Thus  Niebuhr  tells  us, 
that  the  Arabs  call  a  woman  tnat  sells  butter  "  omm  es  siibbet," 
the  mother  of  butter.  He  also  says,  that  there  is  a  place  between 
Basra  and  Zobeir,  where  an  ass  happened  to  fall  down,  and  throw 
the  wheat  with  which  the  creature  was  loaded  into  some  ^ater,  on 
which  account  that  place  is  called  to  this  day,  "  the  mother  of 
wheat."  (Voy.  en  Arabic,  tom.  i.  p.  263.) 

In  like  manner,  in  the  Bibliotheque  Orientale  of  D'Herbelot  (p. 
686,  358.)  "omm  alketab,"'Or  the  mother  of  books,  signifies  the 
book  of  the  divine  decrees :  and  at  other  times  the  first  chapter  of 
the  Koran.  The  mother  of  the  throat  is  the  name  of  an  imaginary 
being  (a  fairy)  who  is  supposed  to  bring  on  and  cure  that  disorder 
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in  the  throat,  which  we  call  the  quinsy.  In  the  same  collection 
we  are  told,  that  the  acacia,  or  Egyptian  thorn,  is  called  by  the 
Arabians,  the  mother  of  satyrs,  because  these  imaginary  inhabi- 
tants of  the  forests  and  deserts  were  supposed  to  haunt  under 
them.  After  this,  we  shall  not  at  all  wonder  when  we  read  of 
Nebuchadnezzar's  standing  in  the  mother  of  the  way,  a  remarkable 
place  in  the  road,  where  he  was  to  determine  whether  he  would 
go  to  Jerusalem,  or  to  some  other  place,  one  branch  of  the  road 
pointing  to  Jerusalem,  the  other  leading  to  a  different  town. 
Harmer,  voL  iv.  p.  442. 

FEAR  op  death  DREADFUL  TO  MANY. 

Hebrews  ii.  15.  And  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death 
were  all  their  life-time  subject  to  bondage.^  The  apostle  describes 
the  state  of  the  Jews  as  a  state  of  bondage  through  fear  of  death. 
The  reason  of  this  fear  is  given  in  the  preceding  verse ;  the  devil 
had  the  power  of  death.  Hence  he  was  called  the  angel  of  death ; 
and  the  destroying  angel.  They  imagined  that  this  destroying 
angel  had  a  power  over  men,  even  adfter  death.  The  Midrash 
avers,  that  when  a  man  is  buried,  the  devil,  the  angel  of  death, 
comes  and  sits  upon  the  grave,  bringing  with  him  a  chain,  partly 
of  iron,  partly  of  fire.  Then  causing  the  soul  to  return  into  the 
body,  he  breaks  the  bones,  and  torments  variously  both  soul  and 
body  for  a  season.  Thus  one  of  their  solemn  prayers  on  the  day 
of  expiation  is,  that  they  may  be  delivered  from  this  punishment 
of  the  devil  in  their  graves.  Their  prayer  to  this  purpose  in  their 
Berachoth  is,  "  that  it  may  please  thee,  good  Lord,  to  deliver  us 
fi'om  evil  decrees  or  laws ;  firom  poverty,  from  contempt,  from  all 
kinds  of  punishment,  from  the  judgment  of  hell,  and  from  beating 
in  the  grave."  A  similar  form  of  prayer  is  still  in  use  among  the 
Mahometans.     Pirie's  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  151. 

FEAST  OF  TRUMPETS  AND  THE  PASSOVER. 

Lev.  xxiii.  24.  A  memorial  of  blowing  of  trumpets.]  Some 
commentators  have  conjectured,  that  this  feast  of  trumpets  was  de- 
signed to  preserve  the  memory  of  Isaac's  deliverance  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  ram  to  be  sacrificed  in  his  stead :  it  has  sometimes 
been  called  by  the  Jews,  the  binding  of  Isaac.  But  it  is  more 
probable  that  it  derived  its  name  from  the  kind  of  trumpets  (rams' 
horns)  then  used,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  solemnize  the  begin- 
ning of  the  new  year,  to  remind  them  of  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  and  to  excite  their  thankfulness  for  the  fruits,  benefits,  and 
blessings  of  the  preceding  year.  The  extraordinary  blowing  of 
the  trumpets  by  the  priests  at  that  time  in  all  their  cities,  as 
well  as  at  Jerusalem,  where  two  silver  trumpets  were  also  used  at 
the  temple,  as  well  as  those  of  horn,  when  the  Levites  sung  Psalm 
Ixxxi.  was  well  adapted  to  promote  those  important  objects. 

Isaiah  i.  14.  Your  appointed  feastsJ]  The  sabbath,  though 
it  recurred  every  seventh  day,  was  much  the  greatest  feast  the 
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Jews  kept.  On  that  day  they  could  not  lawfully  dress  any  meat. 
They  had  recourse  to  a  very  curious  method  of  obtaining  hot 
victuals.  They  preserved  heat  in  their  pipkins  by  wrapping  them 
up  in  baskets  in  hay,  and  putting  their  provisions,  perhaps  previ- 
ously dressed,  into  mem,  by  which  means  the  heat  was  preserved. 
The  poorer  Jews,  who  had  not  houses  of  their  own  capacious 
enough  to  make  entertainments  in,  upon  their  feast  days,  in  the 
city  of  Rome,  used  to  hire  the  grove  which  was  anciently  dedi- 
cated to  Egeria,  and  meet  there.  They  carried  their  provisions 
in  these  baskets  of  hay ;  and  the  Romans,  not  knowing  the  reason 
why  they  did  so,  derided  them,  and  called  this  basket  and  hay  a 
Jew's  household  stuff.  Juvenal  has  an  allusion  to  this  practice  in 
the  following  passage : 

Nunc  sacri  fontis  nemus  et  delubra  locantur 

Judajis,  qaoram  cophinus  fcenumque  supellex.  Sat  iii.  13. 

■    ■  Now  the  sacred  shades  and  founts  are  hir*d 
By  banish'd  Jews,  who  their  whole  wealth  can  lay 
la  a  small  basket  on  a  wisp  of  hay.  Dryden. 

John  vii.  37.  That  great  day  of  the  feast.]  The  last  day  grew 
into  high  esteem  with  the  nation,  because  on  the  preceding  seven 
days  they  held  that  sacrifices  were  offered,  not  so  much  for  them- 
selves, as  for  the  whole  world.  They  offered,  in  the  course  of  them, 
seventy  bullocks  for  the  seventy  nations  of  the  world;  but  the 
eighth  was  wholly  on  their  own  behalf.  They  had  then  this  so- 
lemn offering  of  water,  the  reason  of  which  is  this : — at  the  pass- 
over,  the  Jews  offered  an  omer  to  obtain  from  God  his  blessing 
on  their  harvest ;  at  Pentecost,  their  first  fruits,  to  request  his 
blessing  on  the  fruits  of  the  trees :  and  in  the  feast  of  tabernacles 
they  offered  water  to  God,  partly  referring  to  the  water  from  the 
rock  in  the  wilderness  (I  Cor.  x.  4»),  but  chiefly  to  solicit  the 
blessing  of  rain  on  the  approaching  seed-time.  These  waters  they 
drew  out  of  Siloah,  and  brought  them  into  the  temple  with  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet  and  great  rejoicing.  "He  who  hath  not  seen 
the  rejoicing  on  the  drawing  of  this  water  hath  seen  no  rejoicing 
at  all"  (Succah,  fol.  li.  1.  Lightfoot).  Christ,  alluding  to  these 
customs,  proclaims,  "if  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me." 
He  takes,  as  very  usual  with  him,  the  present  occasion  of  the 
water  brought  from  Siloah,  to  summon  them  to  him  as  the  true 
fountain. 

FEASTS  FOR  THE  POOR  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Luke  xiv.  13.  When  thoumakest  a  feast ,  call  the  poor  i]  Not- 
withstanding there  is  so  much  distance  kept  up  between  superiors 
and  inferiors  in  the  East,  and  such  solemnity  and  awfulness  in 
their  behaviour,  yet  we  find  them  in  some  cases  very  condescend- 
ing. As  an  instance  of  this,  Dr.  Pococke  assures  us  that  they 
admit  the  poor  to  their  tables.  In  his  account  of  a  great  enter- 
tainment made  by  the  governor  of  an  Egyptian  village  for  the 
cashif,  with  whom  he  travelled,  he  says,  the  custom  was  for  every 
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one,  when  he  had  done  eatings  to  get  up,  wash  his  hands,  and 
take  a  draught  of  water,  and  so  in  a  continual  succession,  till  the 
poor  came  in,  and  eat  up  all.  The  Arabs  never  set  by  any  thing 
that  is  brought  to  table,  so  that  when  they  kill  a  sheep,  they  dress 
it  all,  call  in  their  neighbours  and  the  poor,  and  finish  every 
thing  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  357).  The  same  author  also  mentions 
what  is  still  more  surprising ;  for  in  giving  an  account  of  the  diet 
of  the  eastern  people  (p.  182),  he. informs  us  that  an  Arab  prince 
will  often  dine  in  tne  street,  before  his  door,  and  call  to  all  that 
pass,  even  beggars,  in  the  usual  expression  of  Bismillah,  that  is, 
in  the  name  of  God,  who  come  and  sit  down,  and  when  they  have 
done,  retire  with  the  usual  form  of  returning  thanks. 

The  picture  then,  which  our  Lord  draws,  of  a  king's  making  a 
great  feast,  and,  when  the  guests  refiised  to  come,  sending  for  the 
poor,  the  maime^,  and  the  blind,  is  not  so  unlike  life  as  we  have 
perhaps  been  ready  to  imagine.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  125. 

FEIGNING  MADNESS  NOT  UNUSUAL  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  xxi.  13.  And  he  changed  his  behaviour  before  them^ 
and  feigned  himself  mad  in  their  handsJ]  David  is  not  the  only 
instance  of  this  kind.  Among  the  Easterns,  Baihasus  the  Ara- 
bian, sumamed  Naama,  had  several  of  his  brethren  killed,  whose 
death  he  wanted^  to  revenge.  In  order  to  it  he  feigned  himself 
mad,  till  at  length  he  found  an  opportunity  of  executing  his  in- 
tended revenge,  by  killing  all  who  had  a  share  in  the  murder  of 
his  brethren  (Anthol.  Vet.  Hamasa,  p.  535,  edit.  Schuiten). 
Amongst  the  Grreeks,  Ulysses  is  said  to  have  counterfeited  mad- 
ness, to  prevent  his  going  to  the  Trojan  war.  Solon  also,  the 
great  Athenian  lawgiver,  practised  the  same  deceit,  and  by  appear- 
ing in  the  dress  and  with  the  air  of  a  madman,  and  singing  a  song 
to  the  Athenians,  carried  his  point,  and  got  the  law  repealed  that 
prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of  death,  any  application  to  the 
people  for  the  recovery  of  Salamis.  Plut.  Vit.  Solon,  p.  82. 
Chandler's  Life  of  David,  vol.  i.  p.  102,  note. 

FEMALE  manner  OF  EXPRESSING  JOY. 

2  Kings  xi.  12.  Clapped  their  hands,]  The  way  by  which  fe- 
males in  the  East  express  their  joy,  is  by  gently  applying  one  of 
their  hands  to  their  mouths.  This  custom  appears  to  be  very  an- 
cient, and  seems  to  be  referred  to  in  several  places  of  scripture. 
Pitts  (Religion  and  Manners  of  the  Mahometans,  p.  85),  describ- 
ing the  joy  with  which  the  leaders  of  their  sacred  caravans  are  re- 
ceived in  the  several  towns  of  B^irbary  through  which  they  pass, 
says,  "This  Emir  Hagge,  into  whatever  town  he  comes,  is  re- 
ceived with  a  great  deal  of  joy,  because  he  is  going  about  so  reli- 
gious a  work.  The  women  get  upon  the  tops  of  the  houses  to 
view  the  parade,  where  they  keep  striking  their  four  fingers  on 
their  lips  softly  as  fast  as  they  can,  making  a  joyfiil  noise  all  the 
while."    The  sacred  writers  suppose  two  different  methods  of  ex- 
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pressing  joy  by  a  quick  motion  of  the  hand ;  the  clapping  of  the 
hands,  and  that  of  one  hand  only,  though  these  are  confounded 
in  our  translation.  The  former  of  these  methods  obtained  an- 
ciently, as  an  expression  of  malignant  joy  (Lam.  ii.  15,  Job  xxvii. 
15);  but  other  words,  which  our  version  translates,  clapping  the 
hands,  signify,  the  applying  of  only  one  hand  somewhere  with 
softness,  in  testimony  of  a  joy  of  a  more  agreeable  kind.  Thus  in 
2  Kings  xi.  12,  and  Psalm  xlvii.  1,  it  should  be  rendered  in  the 
singular,  "  Clap  your  hand,"  and  as  the  word  implies  gentleness, 
it  may  allude  to  such  an  appUcadon  of  the  hand  to  the  mouth  as 
has  now  been  recited.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  277. 

2  Kings  xi.  12.  And  they  clapped  their  handsel  This  practice 
was  not  only  an  expression  of  joy,  as  in  the  present  instance,  but 
was  also  the  ordinary  method  in  the  East  of  calling  the  attendants 
in  waiting.  Thus  in  the  history  of  the  Caliph  Vathek  (p.  127), 
we  are  told,  that  Nourouishar  clapped  her  hands,  and  immedi- 
ately came  together  Gulcheurouz  and  her  women.  See  also  Psalm 
xlvii.  1.  xcviii.  8. 

FEMALE  ORNAMENTS  IN  THE  EAST. 

Gen.  xxiv.  22.  And  it  came  to  pass  as  the  camels  had  done 
drinking^  that  the  man  took  a  golden  ear-ring  of  half  a  shekel 
weight,  and  two  bracelets  for  her  hands  of  ten  shekels  weight,  of 
gold.]  The  weight  of  the  ornaments  put  upon  Rebekah  appears 
extraordinary.  But  Chardin  assures  us,  that  even  heavier  were 
worn  by  the  women  of  the  East  when  he  was  there.  He  says, 
the  women  wear  rings  and  bracelets  of  as  great  weight  as  this, 
through  all  Asia,  and  even  heavier.  They  are  rather  manacles 
than  bracelets.  There  are  some  as  large  as  the  finger.  The 
women  wear  several  of  them,  one  above  tibe  other,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  sometimes  to  have  the  arm  covered  with  them  firom  the 
wrist  to  the  elbow.  Poor  people  wear  as  many  of  glass  or  horn. 
They  hardly  ever  take  them  off.  They  are  their  riches.  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  500. 

Gen.  xxiv.  53.  Jewels  of  gold  and  raiment. ]  Among  the 
several  female  ornaments,  which  Abraham  sent  by  his  servant, 
whom  he  employed  to  search  out  a  wife  for  his  son  Isaac,  were 
"  jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels  of  gold,"  exclusive  of  raiment,  which 
probably  was  very  ricn  and  valuable  for  the  age  in  which  Abra- 
ham lived.  Rich  and  splendid  apparel,  especially  such  as  was 
adorned  with  gold,  was  very  general  in  the  eastern  nations,  from 
the  earliest  ages :  and  as  the  fashions  and  customs  of  the  Orien- 
tals are  not  subject  to  much  variation,  so  we  find  that  this  pro- 
pensity to  golden  ornaments,  prevails  even  in  the  present  age, 
among  the  females  in  the  countries  bordering  on  Judea.  Thus 
Mungo  Park,  in  the  accoiint  of  his  travels  in  Africa,  mentions  the 
following  singular  circumstance,  respecting  the  ornamental  part  of 
the  dress  of  an  African  lady.     "It  is  evident  from  the  account  of 
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the  process  by  which  negroes  obtain  gold  in  Manding,  that  the 
country  contains  a  considerable  portion  of  this  precious  metal.  A 
great  part  is  converted  into  ornaments  for  the  women :  and,  when 
a  lady  of  consequence  is  in  full  dress,  the  gold  about  her  person 
may  be  worth,  altogether,  from  fifty  to  eighty  pounds  sterling." 

We  find  also,  that  the  same  disposition  lor  rich  ornamental 
apparel  prevailed  in  the  times  of  the  apostles ;  for  St.  Peter  cau- 
tioned the  females  of  quality  in  the  first  ages  of  Christianity,  when 
they  adorned  themselves,  not  to  have  it  consist,  "in  the  outward 
adorning,  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  gold,  or  of  putting 
on  apparel."  1  Pet  iii.  3.  See  also  Psalm  xlv.  9.  13,  "  Upon 
thy  right  hand  did  stand  the  queen  in  gold  of  ophir. — Her  cloth- 
ing is  of  wrought  gold." 

Deut.  xxi.  13.  She  shall  put  the  raiment  of  her  captivity  from 
off  her.^  It  was  customary  among  the  ancients  for  the  women, 
who  accompanied  their  fathers  or  husbands  to  battle,  to  put  on 
their  finest  dresses  and  ornaments  previous  to  an  .engagement,  in 
order  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  conqueror,  if  taken  prisoners. 
See  Ovid.  Remed.  Amor.  348. 

Jer.  iv.  30.  Thou  rendest  thy  face  with  painting. 1  Several 
authors,  and  Lady  M.  W.  Montague  in  particular  (Letters,  vol. 
ii.  p.  32),  have  taken  notice  of  the  custom  that  has  obtained  from 
time  immemorial  among  the  eastern  women,  of  tinging  the  eyes 
with  a  powder,  which,  at  a  distance,  or  by  candle-light,  adds  very 
much  to  the  blackness  of  them.  The  ancients  call  the  mineral 
substance,  with  which  this  was  done,  stibium,  that  is,  antimony ; 
but  Dr.  Shaw  tells  us  (Travels,  p.  229),  it  is  a  rich  lead  ore, 
which,  according  to  the  description  of  naturalists,  looks  very  much 
like  antimony.  Those  that  are  unacquainted  with  that  substance 
may  form  a  tolerable  idea  of  it,  by  being  told  it  is  not  very  unlike 
the  black-lead  of  which  pencils  are  made,  that  are  in  every  body's 
hands. 

Pietro  Delia  Valle,  giving  a  description  of  his  wife,  an  Assyrian 
lady,  bom  in  Mesopotamia,  and  educated  at  Bagdad,  whom  he 
married  in  that  country,  says  (Viaggi.  tom.  i.  lettera  17),  "her 
eye-lashes,  which  are  long,  and,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
East,  dressed  with  stibium,  as  we  often  read  in  the  holy  scriptures 
of  the  Hebrew  women  of  old  (Ezek.  xxiii.  40),  and  in  Xenophon, 
of  Astyages,  the  grandfather  of  Cyrus,  and  of  the  Medes  of  that  time 
(Cyropaed.  lib.  i.),  give  a  dark  and  at  the  same  time  majestic  shade 
to  the  eyes."  "  Great  eyes,"  says  Sandys  (Trav.  p.  67),  speaking 
of  the  Turkish  women,  "  they  have  in  principal  repute ;  and  of 
those  the  blacker  they  be  the  more  amiable ;  insomuch  that  they 
put  between  the  eye-lids  and  the  eye  a  certain  black  powder,  with 
a  fine  long  pencil,  made  of  a  mineral,  brought  from  the  kingdom 
of  Fez,  and  called  alchole,  which  by  the  not  disagreeable  staining 
of  the  lids  doth  better  set  forth  the  whiteness  of  the  eye ;   and 
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though  it  be  troublesome  for  a  time,  yet  it  comfbrteth  the  sights 
and  repelleth  ill  humours." 

Dr.  Shaw  furnishes  us  with  the  following  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject. "  But  none  of  these  ladies  take  themselves  to  be  completely 
dressed,  till  they  have  tinged  the  hair  and  edges  of  their  eye-Uds 
with  the  powder  of  lead-ore.  Now,  as  this  operation  is  performed 
by  dipping  first  into  the  powder  a  small  wooden  bodkin  of  the 
thickness  of  a  quill,  and  then  drawing  it  afterwards,  through  the 
eye-lids,  over  the  ball  of  the  eye,  we  shall  have  a  lively  image  of 
what  the  prophet  (Jer.  iv.  30)  may  be  supposed  to  mean  by 
*^  rending  the  eyes  with  painting."  The  sooty  colour,  which  is  in 
this  manner  communicated  to  the  eyes,  is  thought  to  add  a  won- 
derful gracefulness  to  persons  of  all  complexions.  The  practice 
of  it,  no  doubt,  is  of  great  antiquity ;  for  besides  the  instance 
already  taken  notice  of,  we  find  that  when  Jezebel  is  said  {2  Kings 
ix.  30)  "to  have  painted  her  face,"  the  original  words  are,  "she  ad- 
justed her  eyes  with  the  powder  of  lead  ore."  (Trav.  p.  234,  fol. 
edit) 

This  practice  still  maintains  its  influence  in  various  parts  of  the 
world.  Numerous  instances  of  it  occur  in  modem  voyages  and 
travels.  A  single  extract  will  be  sufficient  to  demonstrate  its  pre- 
sent existence.  Captain  Symes  says,  that  "the  Birmans,  both 
men  and  women,  colour  their  teeth,  their  eye-lashes,  and  the  edges 
of  their  eye-Uds,  with  black.  This  custom  is  not  confined  to  the 
Birmans,  particularly  the  operation  of  colouring  the  eye-lashes : 
the  women  of  Hindostan  and  Persia  commonly  practise  it.  They 
deem  it  beneficial  as  well  as  becoming.  The  coUyrium  they  use 
is  called  surma,  the  Persian  name  of  antimony"  (Embassy  to  Ava, 
vol.  iL  p.  235). 

Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  ii.  p.  406)  is  of  opinion  that  the  expression 
used  by  Jacob  in  blessing  Judah — ^that  "his  eyes  shall  be  red  with 
wine"  (Gen.  xlix.  12),  is  to  be  explained  by  this  usage.  He  ob- 
serves that  "  the  original  word  occurs  but  twice  in  the  scriptiures ; 
in  both  places  it  evidently  expresses  a  consequence  of  drinking 
wine ;  but  in  one  it  signifies  an  agreeable,  and  in  the  other  a  re- 
proachful effect  of  it  (Gen.  xlix.  12.  Prov.  xxiii.  29).  I  do  not 
know  that  redness  of  the  eyes,  strictly  speaking,  is  occasioned  by 
drinking;  that  arises  from  other  causes.  If  we  change  the  ex- 
pression a  little,  and,  instead  of  redness  of  the  eyes,  read  redness 
of  the  countenance,  as  some  commentators  are  disposed  to  do,  it 
is  certain  such  an  eflfect  is  produced  by  the  drinking  of  wine ;  but 
it  is  however  another  word  that  expresses  redness  in  general,  that 
expresses  ruddiness  of  complexion  in  particular  (see  1  Sam.  xvi. 
12,  and  1  Sam.  xvii.  4^).  Nor  did  the  LXX.  understand  the 
word  to  signify  redness,  but  a  kind  of  blackness,  for  so  they 
translate  Prov.  xxiii.  29,  whose  eyes  are  ireXiSvoi,  a  word  which 
arises  from  bruising  the  flesh,  and  which  is  marked  out  in  English 
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by  two  words  joined  together — ^black  and  blue.  The  Syriac  and 
Arabic  are  said  to  translate  it  in  the  same  manner  (Poli.  Syn.  in 
loc);  and  is  it  not  more  natural  to  explain  it  in  this  passage, 
which  speaks  of  woe,  of  sorrow,  of  wounds,  after  this  manner, 
than  of  a  red  face  ?  '  If  the  word  is  understood  in  this  sense  in 
this  passage  of  the  Proverbs,  it  cannot  be  agreeable  to  give  it,  un- 
necessarily, another  sense,  when  we  read  the  predictions  of  Jacob; 
and  it  is  certain  there  is  no  difficulty  in  understanding  it  of  black* 
ness  of  the  eyes  there."  The  sense  of  the  prediction  may  there-- 
fore  be,  "  his  eyes  shall  be  blackened  with  wine  ;'*  enlivened,  that 
is,  by  wine,  as  if  blackened  by  lead  ore.  Agreeably  to  this,  though 
not  with  the  same  precision,  the  LXX.  make  use  of  a  term  in 
translating  the  word  in  this  place,  which  signifies  the  joyousness 
of  the  eyes,  as  do  also  many  of  the  Fathers  (Vide  Scholia  in  Sac. 
Bib.  Graec.  ex  vers.  70.  inter.  Lond.  1653). 

EzEK.  xxiii.  40.  Thou  didst  wash  thyself ^  paintedst  thine  eyes, 
and  deckedst  thyself  with  ornaments.^  Chardin  supposes  that  the 
decorations  and  attitude  which  the  prophet  gives  to  Aholibah  are 
those  of  a  bride.  "  It  is  precisely  after  this  manner  the  bride 
receives  her  husband  in  Asia.  They  carry  her  to  a  bath,  they 
afterwards  adorn  her  magnificently,  they  paint,  they  perfume  her, 
they  carry  her  to  the  nuptial  chamber,  and  they  place  her  upon  a 
bed."    Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  123. 

Isaiah  iii.  23.  The  fine  linen.^  This  must  refer  to  garments 
of  the  Lacedaemonian  kind,  which  might  be  seen  through.  We 
are  informed  by  ancient  writers,  that  those  worn  by  the  Lacedae- 
monian maidens  were  so  made  as  to  be  highly  indecent,  and  not  to 
answer  a  principal  end  of  clothing.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the 
Jewish  ladies  might  wear  dresses  of  a  similar  fashion.  Parkhurst 
(Heb.  Lex.  p.  123)  supposes  that  the  prophet  means  vestments  of 
the  cobweb  kind,  which  would  not  hinder  the  wearers  firom  ap- 
pearing almost  naked ;  such  as  Menander  calls  Sm0av£c  x^'^^'^^^'^9 
a  transparent  vest,  and  mentions  as  the  dress  of  a  courtezan :  and 
such  as  Varro  styles  vitreas  vestes,  glassy  vestments  :  and  Horace, 
fi-om  the  island  of  Cobs  where  the  stuff  was  made,  denominates 
Coan: 


-CoVs  tibi  poene  videre  est 


Ut  nudazii. 

Lib  i.  sat.  2. 1.101. 


-Through  the  Coan  vrst 


You  almost  see  her  naked. 

This  Coan  stuff"  was  probably  a  kind  of  very  thin  silk  or  gauze. 
Lady  M.  W.  Montague  describes  part  of  her  dress  as  being  of 
fine  white  silk  gauze,  closed  at  the  neck  with  a  diamond  button, 
but  the  shape  and  colour  of  the  bosom  was  very  well  to  be  distin- 
guished through  it.     Letter  xxix. 

1  Peter  iii.  3.     Of  plaiting  of  the  hair."]     This  was  a  way  of 
adorning  themselves  that  was  practised  in  the  East  anciently,  and 
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still  continues  to  be  the  common  usage  of  those  countries.  The 
Editor  of  the  Ruins  of  Palmyra  (p.  22),  found  that  it  anciently 
prevailed  there ;  for  he  discovered  with  great  surprise  mummies 
in  the  Palm)rrene  sepulchres,  embalmed  after  the  ancient  Egyptian 
manner;  by  which  means  the  bodies  were  in  such  a  state  of  pre- 
servation, that  among  other  fragments  which  he' carried  oflF  with 
him,  was  the  hair  of  a  female,  plaited  exactly  after  the  manner 
commonly  used  #by  the  Arabian  women  at  this  time.  Harmer^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  381. 

1  Peter  iii.  3.  And  of  wearing  of  gold.']  The  Jewish  women 
used  to  wear  a  crown  of  gold  on  their  heads  in  the  form  of  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  called  a  golden  city ;  this  they  wore  after  its 
destruction  in  memory  of  it  They  might  not  go  out  with  it  on 
tfie  sabbath-day.  The  apostle  here  means  to  discourage  whatever 
was  excessive  and  extravagant.     Gill,  in  loc. 

female  titles  in  eastern  nations.    ' 

1  Kings  xv.  2.  Three  years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem,  and  his 
mother^s  name  was  MaachahJ]  It  nas  been  conjectured  by  Mr. 
Baruh,  that  the  phrase,  " and  his  mothers  name  was"  &c.  when 
expressed  on  a  king's  accession  to  the  throne,  at  the  beginning  of 
his  history,  does  not  always  refer  to  his  natural  mother,  but  that 
it  is  a  title  of  honour  and  dignity,  enjoyed  by  one  of  the  royal 
family,  denoting  her  to  be  the  first  in  rank.  This  idea  appears 
well  founded  frem  the  following  extracts :  "  The  oloo  kani  is  not 
governess  of  the  Crimea :  this  title,  the  literal  translation  of  which 
is,  great  queen,  simply  denotes  a  dignity  in  the  harem,  which  the 
khan  usually  confers  on  one  of  his  sisters ;  or,  if  he  has  none,  on 
one  of  his  daughters,  or  relations :  to  this  dignity  are  attached 
the  revenues  arising  from  several  villages,  and  other  rights." 
(Baron  Du  Tott,  vol.  ii.  p.  64.)  "  On  mis  occasion  the  king 
crowned  his  mother  MaJacotawit,  conferring  upon  her  the  dignity 
and  title  of  iteghe,  i.  e.  as  king's  mother,  regent  and  governess  of 
the  king  when  under  age."    Bruce's  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  531. 

FIELDS  AND  PLANTATIONS  IN  THE  EAST  GUARDED. 

Jer.  iv.  !?•  As  keepers  of  a  field  are  they  against  her  round 
ahoutJ]  Plantations  of  esculent  vegetables  are  not  unfrequently 
cultivated  in  the  East  without  inclosures ;  they  would  of  course 
require  to  be  watched  as  they  improved  in  value  and  became  fit  to 
use.  So  Chardin  says,  that  "  as  in  the  East,  pulse,  roots,  &c. 
grow  in  open  and  uninclosed  fields,  when  they  begin  to  be  fit  to 
gather,  they  place  guards,  if  near  a  great  road  more,  if  distant 
fewer,  who  place  themselves  in  a  round  about  these  grounds." 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  455. 

FIGHTING  WITH  WILD  BEASTS  EXPLAINED. 

1  CoR.  XV.  32.  If  after  the  manner  of  men  I  have  fought  with 
hearts  at  EphesusJ]  There  were  two  sorts  of  usages  among  the 
Romans  in  their  theatres.    Sometimes  they  cast  men  naked  to  the 
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wild  beasts,  to  be  devoured  by  them :  this  was  the  punishment  of 
wicked  servants  and  vile  persons.  Sometimes  they  put  men 
armed  into  the  theatre  to  fight  with  beasts ;  and  if  they  could 
conquer  them  and  save  themselves,  they  had  their  liberty ;  but  if 
not,  they  fell  a  prey  to  the  beasts.  It  is  this  last  custom  to  which 
the  apostle  refers. 

FILTHY  GARMENTS  USED  SYMBOLICALLY. 

Zech.  iii.  3.  Now  Joshua  was  clothed  with  Jilthy  garments!] 
It  was  usual,  especially  among  the  Romans,  when  a  man  was 
charged  with  a  capital  crime,  and  during  his  arraignment,  to  let 
down  his  hair,  suffer  his  beard  to  grow  long,  to  wear  filthy  rag- 
ged garments,  and  appear  in  a  very  &ty  and  sordid  habit  Hence 
such  were  called  Sordidatu  When  the  accused  person  was  brought 
into  court  to  be  tried,  even  his  near  relations,  fi'iends,  and  acquaint- 
ance, before  the  court  voted,  appeared  with  dishevelled  hair,  and 
clothed  with  garments  foul  and  out  of  fashion,  weeping,  crying, 
and  deprecating  punishment  (Alex,  ab  Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  iii. 
c.  5.)  The  guilty  person  sometimes  appeared  before  the  judges, 
clothed  in  black,  and  his  head  covered  with  dust 

FIRE  OF  THE  LORD  ILLUSTRATED. 

Numb.  xi.  1.  Thejire  of  the  Lord  burnt  among  them.]  Com- 
mentators have  understood  this  to  mean  lightning,  or  the  breaking 
forth  of  fire  from  the  cloud  which  marked  the  presence  of  God ; 
but  it  may  be  as  natural  to  explain  it  of  the  deadly  fiery  wind, 
which  sometimes  appears  in  those  eastern  deserts.  Maillet  men- 
tions its  being  felt  in  the  desert  between  Egypt  and  Mecca,  in 
Eart  of  which  Israel  wandered  forty  years.  "  If  the  north  wind 
appens  to  fail,  and  that  fi'om  the  south  comes  in  its  place,  then 
the  whole  caravan  is  so  sickly  and  exhausted,  that  three  or  four 
hundred  persons  are  wont,  in  common,  to  lose  their  lives ;  even 
greater  numbers,  as  far  as  fifteen  hundred,  of  whom  the  greatest 

i)art  are  stifled  on  the  spot,  by  the  fire  and  dust  of  which  this 
atal  wind  seems  to  be  composed."  (p.  228.) 

FIRST  DAY. 

Gen.  i.  5.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  first 
day!]  The  Mosaical  method  of  computing  days  firom  sun-rise  to 
sunset,  and  of  reckoning  by  nights  instead  of  days,  prevailed 
amongst  the  polished  Athenians.  And  firom  a  similar  custom  of 
our  Gothic  ancestors,  during  their  abode  in  the  forests  of  Ger- 
many, words  expressive  of  such  a  mode  of  calculation  (such  as 
fortnight,  se  nnight)  have  been  derived  into,  our  own  language. 
The  same  custom,  as  we  are  informed  by  Caesar,  prevailed  among 
the  Celtic  nations.  "  All  the  Gauls,"  says  he,  "  measure  time,  not 
by  the  number  of  days,  but  of  nights.  Accordingly  they  observe 
tneir  birth  days,  and  the  beginnings  of  months  and  years,  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  cause  the  day  to  follow  the  night" 
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FIXING  OF  STONES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Job  v.  S3.  For  thou  shalt  be  in  league  with  the  stones  of  the 
field,']  It  has  been  supposed  that  these  words  refer  to  a  custom 
called  scopiUsm,  which  is  thus  described  by  Van  Egmont  and 
He)nman  (Travek,  vol.  ii.  p.  156.)  "In  the  province  of  Arabia 
there  is  a  crime  called  (nroTrfXccr/xocy  or  fixing  of  stones ;  it  being 
a  frequent  practice  among  them  to  place  stones  in  the  grounds  of 
those  with  whom  they  are  at  variance,  as  a  warning  that  any  per- 
son who  dares  to  till  that  field  should  infallibly  be  slain  by  the 
contrivance  of  those  who  placed  the  stones  there."  This  mali- 
cious practice  is  thought  to  have  had  its  origin  in  Arabia  Petraea. 
See  2  Kings  iii.  19,  ^. 

FLAME  OF  FIRE. 

ExoDUS  iii.  2.  Jnd  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him 
in  aflame  of  fire,]  The  traditionary  notion  of  a  miraculous  light 
or  fire  being  the  token  of  a  divine  presence,  prevailed  among  the 
Greeks  in  the  time  of  Homer :  for,  after  relating  that  the  goddess 
Minerva  attended  on  Ulysses  with  her  golden  lamp,  or  rather 
torch,  and  afforded  him  a  refiilgent  light,  he  makes  Telemachus 
cry  out  to  his  father  in  rapture : 

Odyss.  xix. 

What  miracle  thus  dazzles  with  surprise  X 

Distinct  in  rows  the  radiant  columns  rise  : 

The  walls,  where'er  my  wondering  sight  1  turn. 

And  roofs,  amidst  a  blaze  of  glory  burn  ;  \ 

Some  visitant  of  pure  ethereal  race  •  t 

With  his  bright  presence  deigns  the  dome  to  grace. 

Pope. 

1  Kings  xviii.  38.  The  fire  of  the  Lord  fell"]  Bp.  Patrick 
apprehends  that  God  testified  his  approbation  of  Abel's  sacrifice 
by  a  stream  of  light,  or  a  flame  firom  the  shechinah,  which  burnt  it 
up.  In  this  opinion  many  ancient  writers  concur ;  remarking  that 
footsteps  of  it  may  be  met  with  in  many  other  cases.  See  Gen. 
XV.  17,  Lev.  ix.  24,  Judges  vi.  21,  1  Chron.  xxi.  26,  2  Chron.  vii. 
13,  Psalm  XX.  3,  marginal  reading.  Some  relics  of  it  are  to  be 
found  among  the  heathen :  for  when  the  Greeks  went  on  ship- 
board to  the  Trojan  war,  Homer  represents  Jupiter  promising 
them  good  success  in  this  manner.  (Iliad,  ii.  354.)  And  thunder 
sometimes  accompanying  lightning,  Virgil  makes  him  establish 
covenants  in  that  manner.  After  iSneas  had  called  the  sun  to 
witness,  Latinus  lifts  up  his  eyes  and  right  hand  to  heaven, 
saying, 

A.udiat  haec  genitor,  qui  foedera  fulmine  sancit. 

JEn.  xii.  200. 

Let  the  (heavenly)  ^<Acr  hear  what  I  say^  who  establishes  cove* 
nants  with  thunder. 

From  some  early  instances  of  this  kind  the  heathen  seem  to 
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have  derived  their  notion,  that  when  a  sacrifice  took  fire  sponta- 
neously, it  was  a  happy  omen.     So  Virgil : 

Aspice :  corripnit  tremulis  altaria  flammis 

Sponte  sua,  dum  ferre  moror,  cinis  ipse :  bonum  sit. 

Ecl.-viii.  105. 

See  also  Georg.  iv.  384. 

Pausanias  says  that  when  Seleucus,  who  accompanied  Alexan- 
der in  his  expedition  from  Macedonia,  was  sacrificing  at  Pella  to 
Jupiter,  the  wood  advanced  of  its  own  accord  towards  the  image, 
and  was  kindled  without  fire.  See  also  Lev.  ix.  24,  1  Chron.  xxi. 
26,  2  Chron.  vii.  1. 

FLATTERING  TITLES  DISCOUNTENANCED. 

Job  xxxii.  21.  Neither  let  one  give  flattering  titles  untomdnJ] 
The  Hebrew  word  here  used  signifies  to  surname,  or  more  pro- 
perly to  call  a  person  by  a  name  which  does  not  strictly  belong  to 
him,  and  that  generally  in  compliment  or  flattery.  Mr.  Scott  on 
this  passage  informs  us  fi"om  Pococke,  that  "  the  Arabs  make  court 
to  their  superiors  by  carefiiUy  avoiding  to  address  them  by  their 
proper  names,  instead  of  which  they  salute  them  with  some  title  or 
epithet  expressive  of  respect." 

FLEECE  OF  THE  SHEEP  IN  THE  EAST. 

Job  xxxi.  20.  The  Jleece  of  my  sheepJ]  It  was  common  in 
Judea,  and  possibly  in  other  eastern  countries,  to  clothe  their  sheep 
to  keep  their  wool  clean  firom  dirt  and  filth.  Horace  seems  to 
allude  to  this  custom  when,  speaking  of  the  Tarentine  sheep,  he 
says, 

Dulce  pellitis  ovibus  Galesi 

Flumen.  B.  ii.  Od.  6. 

This  practice  was  unquestionably  designed  to  enhance  the  value  of 
the  fleece,  and  render  the  wool  itself  more  useful  and  excellent. 

FLOCKS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Gen.  xxxiii.  13.  And  he  said  unto  him,  my  lord  knoweth  that 
the  children  are  tender,  and  the  flecks  and  herds  with  young  are 
with  me  :  and  if  men  should  overdrive  them  one  day,  all  the  flocks 
will  die.]  Prepared  as  the  Arabs  are  for  speedy  flight,  a  quick 
motion  is  very  destructive  to  the  young  of  their  flocks.  "  Their 
flocks,"  says  Chardin,  "  feed  down  the  places  of  their  encampment 
so  quick,  by  the  great  numbers  which  they  have,  that  they  are 
obliged  to  remove  them  too  often,  which  is  very  destructive  to  their 
flocks,  on  accoimt  of  the  young  ones,  which  have  not  strength 
enough  to  follow."  This  circumstance  shows  the  energy  of  Jacob's 
apology  to  Esau  for  not  attending  him.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  126. 

Jer.  xxxiii.  13.  The  flocks  shall  pass  again  under  the  hands 
of  him  that  telleth  them.]  The  revenues  of  princes  in  the  East  are 
paid  in  the  fruits  and  productions  of  the  estrth.  There  are  no  other 
taxes   upon  the  peasants.     (Chardin.)     The  twelve   officers  of 
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Solomon,  mentioned  1  Kings  iv.  7 — 19,  are  to  be  considered  as 
his  general  receivers.  They  fiirnished  food  for  all  that  belonged  *• 
to  the  king ;  and  the  having  provisions  for  themselves  and  attend- 
ants seem  to  have  been,  in  those  times  of  simplicity,  all  the  ordi- 
nary gratification  his  ministers  of  state,  as  well  as  his  meaner 
servants,  received.  Silver,  gold,  horses,  armour,  precious  vest- 
ments, and  other  things  of  value,  came  to  him  from  other  quarters ; 
partly  a  kind  of  tribute  from  the  surrounding  princes  (1  Kings  x. 
15 — 25),  partly  from  the  merchants,  whom  ne  suffered  to  pass 
through  his  country  to  and  from  Egypt  and  elsewhere  (ver.  15), 

Eartly  from  his  own  commerce  by  the  Red  Sea.  (ver.  2^.)  The 
orses  and  armour  he  seems  to  have  distributed  among  the  most 
populous  towns,  which  were  to  find  horsemen,  and  people  to  drive 
chariots,  to  such  a  number,  when  called  for ;  and  out  of  the  silver 
and  other  precious  things  that  came  to  him,  he  made  presents  upon 
extraordinary  occasions  to  those  that  distinguished  themselves  in 
his  service.  (1  Kings  x.  26,  27.) 

Sir  J.  Chardin  supposes  the  telling  of  the  flocks  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  tribute,  it  being  the  custom  in  the  East  to  count  the 
flocks,  in  order  to  take  the  third  of  the  increase  and  young  ones 
for  the  king.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  284. 

FOOTSTOOL  OF  THE  MOST  HIGH. 

Lamentations  ii.  1.  And  remembered  not  his  footstool  in  the 
day  of  his  anger. 1  The  footstool  was  not  only  a  great  convenience 
as  an  appendage  to  the  throne,  but  was  a  peculiar  mark  of  regal 
honour:  on  this  account  the  earth  is  called  the  footstool  of  the 
throne  of  God.     In  this  manner  it  is  mentioned  by  Homer : 

A  splendid  footstool,  and  a  throne,  that  shine 
With  gold  unfading,  Somnus,  shall  be  thine; 

II,  xiv.  273.     Pope. 

FORGIVENESS  OF  ENEMIES  INCULCATED* 

RoM.  xii.  20.  In  so  doing  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of  fire  on  his 
head.l  Many  interpreters  conceive  that  here  is  an  allusion  to  arti- 
ficers that  melt  metals  by  heaping  coals  of  fire  upon  them,  and  so 
imagine  that  the  import  of  these  words  is,  thou  shalt  melt  him 
down  by  kindness  into  affection  for  thee.  Dr.  Whitby,  however, 
offers  a  different  explanation;  he  says,  that  the  sense  of  the  pas- 
sage appears  to  him  to  be,  that  if  he  persevere  in  his  enmity  to 
thee,  the  event,  though  not  sought  for  by  thee,  will  be,  that  thou 
by  thy  patience  shalt  engage  the  wrath  of  God  to  fall  upon  him, 
and  maintain  thy  cause  against  him.  This,  he  apprehends,  best 
suits  with  the  foregoing  verse ;  and  that  the  words  being  taken 
from  Prov.  xxv.  22,  which  have  that  import,  according  to  Grotius, 
require  that  interpretation.  The  expression  where  it  occurs  in  the 
Old  Testament  refers  to  the  wrath  and  indignation  of  the  Lord. 
(Psalm  cxl.  9,  10.  Isaiah  xlvii.  14.  Ezekiel  x.  2.) 
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FORMING  OP  IDOLS  DESCRIBED. 

Isaiah  xliv.  13.  The  carpenter  stretcheth  out  his  rule;  he 
marketh  it  out  with  a  Une ;  he  fitteth  it  with  planes ;  and  he 
marketh  it  out  with  the  compass,  and  maketh  it  after  the  figure  of 
a  manJ]  The  prophet  in  these  words  describes  the  process  of 
forming  an  idolatrous  figure.  It  appears  to  have  been  done  by 
fining  a  line  with  red  chalk ;  stretching  it  over  a  surface ;  striking 
it,  and  thereby  forming  Knes ;  crossing  these  lines,  thereby  form- 
ing squares ;  dehneating  the  contour  of  the  figure  in  these  squares ; 
and  forming  it  with  dignified  proportion  and  majesty,  to  represent 
a  sovereign.  An  actual  instance,  in  illustration  of  these  sugges- 
tions, occurs  in  Denon's  Travels  in  Egypt.  In  plate  124,  he 
gives  a  figure,  of  which  he  says,  "  I  believe  it  to  be  that  of  Orus, 
or  the  Earth,  son  of  Isis  or  Osiris.  I  have  seen  it  most  firequently 
with  one  or  other  of  these  divinities,  or  making  offerings  to  them, 
always  a  figure  younger  and  of  smaller  proportion  than  themselves. 
I  found  this  on  one  of  the  columns  of  the  portico  of  Tentjnra ;  it 
was  covered  with  stucco  and  painted.  The  stucco  being  partly 
scaled  ofi^,  gave  me  the  opportunity  of  discovering  l^nes  traced  as 
if  with  red  chalk.  Curiosity  prompted  me  to  take  away  the  whole 
of  the  stucco,  and  I  found  the  form  of  the  figure  sketched,  with 
corrections  of  the  outline;  a  division  into  twenty-two  parts:  the 
separation  of  the  thighs  being  in  the  middle  of  the  whole  height  of 
the  figure,  and  the  head  comprising  rather  less  than  a  seventh 
part." 

FORMS  O^  benediction  AMONG  THE  ISRAELITES. 

Ruth  ii.  4.  And  behold,  Boaz  came  from  Bethlehem,  and  said 
unto  the  reapers,  the  Lord  be  with  you ;  and  they  answered  him, 
the  Lord  bless  thee^  Such,  says  Bp.  Patrick,  was  the  piety  of 
ancient  times,  that  they  used  to  pray  that  God  would  prosper  the 
honest  labours  of  those  they  saw  employed :  and  they  made  a  re- 
turn of  the  same  prayers  for  those  who  thus  expressed  their  good 
will. '  This  was  also  practised  by  the  heathen,  especially  in  har- 
vest time,  which  they  would  not  begin  by  putting  the  sickle  into 
the  corn,  till  Ceres  had  been  invoked.     Thus  Virgil : 


Neqae  ante 


Falcem  maturis  quisquam  supponat  aristis, 
Qnam  Cereri,  torn  redimitus  tempora  quercO, 
Bet  motus  incompositos,  et  carmina  dicat. 

Georg,  lib.  i.  347. 

Thas  in  the  spriiig,  and  thus  in  summer's  heat. 
Before  the  sickles  touch  the  rip'ning  wheat. 
On  Ceres  call :  and  let  the  lab'ring  hind 
With  oaken  wreaths  his  hollow  temples  bind ; 
On  Ceres  let  him  call,  and  Ceres  praise  • 
With  uncouth  dances,  and  with  country  lays. 

Dryden. 

Ruth  iv.  11,     The  Lord  make  the  woman  that  is  come  into  thy 
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house  like  Rachel  and  like  LeahJ]  Such  a  solemn  benediction  of 
those  who  were  going  to  be  married  was  very  ancient,  Gen.  xxiv. 
60.  The  Jews  continue  it  to  this  day.  They  say  that  it  was 
always  pronounced  in  the  presence  of  ten  persons  at  the  least,  the 
eldest  of  whom  gave  the  benediction^  which  was  a  ratification  of 
what  had  been  agreed  upon.  See  Selden.  Uxor.  Hebr,  lib.  ii. 
cap.  12. 

FOUNDATIONS  OF  BABYLON  DENOUNCED. 

Jer.  1.  15.  Her  foundations  are  fallen,  her  walls  are  thrown 
downJ]  Though  this  could  not  be  the  case  with  foundations  in 
general,  it  might  be  with  those  of  Babylon :  for  Herodotus,  who 
had  himself  been  there,  informs  us  (lib.  i.  c.  178)  that  it  was  sur- 
rounded first  by  a  deep  and  wide  ditch  full  of  water,  and  then  by 
its  stupendous  walls,  fifty  royal  cubits  broad  and  two  hundred 
high ;  that  the  earth  thrown  out  of  the  ditch  was  made  into  bricks, 
with  which  they  first  lined  both  sides  of  the  ditch,  and  then  built 
the  wall  in  the  same  manner.  Supposing  then  that  the  scarp,  or 
inner  wall  of  the  ditch,  served  for  a  foundation  to  the  wall  of  the 
city,  it  is  very  easy  to  conceive  how  such  foundations,  being  built 
in  a  marshy  soil,  and  continually  exposed  to  the  undermining 
power  of  the  water  in  the  ditch,  and  pressed  by  such  a  prodigious 
weight,  might  give  way  and  falL     Parkhurst,  Heb,  Lex*  p.  48. 

FOUNDATIONS  OF  THE  HEAVENLY  JERUSALEM. 

Rev.  xxi.  19.  Foundations  of  the  wall]  "  This  is  not  only  a 
description  of  what  must  be  exceeding  beautiful  in  its  appearance, 
but  is  moreover  manifestly  corresponding  with  the  mode  of  build- 
ing amongst  the  ancient  Romans,  who,  it  is  well  known,  con- 
structed their  walls  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  with  alternate  lay- 
ersy  or  rows  of  bricks,  and  of  white  stone,  and  sometimes  of  black 
flints.  Each  of  these  layers  was  always  of  a  considerable  thick- 
ness, or  breadth ;  and  whilst  their  different  colours  formed  a  beau- 
tiful appearance  to  the  eye,  and  were  a  most  elegant  kind  of  orna- 
ment, this  mode  of  placing  materials  of  different  dimensions  and 
substance  in  alternate  rows  greatly  strengthened  the  work."  King's 
Morsels  of  Criticism,  vol.  i.  p.  67. 

Rev.  xxi.  19.  And  the  foundations  of  the  wall  of  the  city 
were  garnished  with  all  manner  of  precious,  stones.']  An  extract 
from  Kifip^s  Munimenta  Antiqua,  vol.  ii.  p.  9,  will  clearly  explain 
the  descnption  which  St.  John  gives  of  the  wall  of  the  holy  city. 
"  The  several  alternate  rows  or  courses  of  stone  and  brick,  (here 
described)  as  appearing  in  this  wall,  were  by  the  Greeks  who  lived 
in  Roman  times  called  GcficXcoi  or  Oc/xeXca,  and  are  the  kind  of 
ornaments  alluded  to  by  St.  John  as  being  so  highly  beautiful, 
according  to  every  one's  apprehension,  in  his  days ;  when  in  his 
emblematical  representation  of  tibe  walls  of  the  holy  city  in  the  pro- 
phecy of  the  Revelation  he  speaks  of  such  being  formed  of  precious 
stones.     The  word  GcjucXca  is  in  our  translation  of  the  passage 
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Tery  improperly  rendered,  as  fax  as  relates  to  a  consistency  with 
our  modern  ideas,  foundations,  instead  of  courses:  and  this  mis- 
translation occasions  much  confusion  in  the  minds  of  most  persons 
who  attempt  to  read  the  prophet  s  sublime  description. 

Nevertheless,  the  reason  why  these  alternate  rows  of  either 
bricks  or  smooth  flat  stones  were  anciently  called  Qefi^Xioi  or 
OfjueXta,  foundations  (though  the  word  seems  now  so  uncouth 
and  unapplicable  in  our  ears),  is  yet  apparent  enough.  For  who- 
ever examines  Roman  walls  attentively  will  find  that  most  usually 
the  broader  alternate  rows  of  rude  stones,  or  flints,  or  rubble,  and 
mortar,  were  evidently  constructed  merely  by  having  the  whole 
mass  flung  carelessly  into  a  great  caisson,  or  frame  of  wood,  whose 
interior  breadth  was  that  of  the  wall ;  and  whose  depth  was  that 
of  the  space  between  the  alternate  rows  of  bricks;  and  whose 
length  was  sometimes  more,  sometimes  less,  just  as  suited  conve- 
nience :  and  that  the  parts  thus  reared,  one  at  the  end  of  another, 
on  and  over  each  row  of  bricks,  were  united  together  afterwards 
merely  J)y  means  of  very  small  loose  stones  and  mortar  thrown 
into  the  narrow  space  left  at  the  ends  between  them.  As  therefore 
these  caissons  were  removed  up  from  one  row  of  bricks,  or  smooth 
stones,  to  another  superior  row,  in  constant  repetition,  according 
as  the  wall  advanced  in  height,  and  were  placed  successively  upon 
every  row ;  these  substantial  rows  of  bricks  regularly  placed  might 
very  well  be  called  Ga/xeXioi  or  Gc/ucXta,  foundations,  because  in- 
deed such  they  really  were  the  whole  way  up  to  those  identical 
building  frames." 

FOWLS  OF  THE  AIR  DEVOURING  THE  SEED. 

Matt.  xiii.  4.  And  when  he  sowed,  some  seeds  fell  by  the  way 
side,  and  the  fowls  came  and  devoured  them  t^p.]  This  circum- 
stance has  no  difliculty  in  our  conception  of  it,  but  it  would  strike 
an  eastern  imagination  more  forcibly  than  our  own.  For  Thevenot 
informs  us,  ^'on  that  road  I  observed  a  pretty  pleasant  thing, 
which  is  practised  in  all  that  country,  as  far  as  Bender  Abassi ;  I 
saw  several  peasants  running  about  the  corn-fields,  who  raised 
loud  shouts^  and  every  now  and  then  clacked  their  whips  with  all 
their  force  ;  and  all  this  to  drive  away  the  birds,  which  devour  all 
their  com.  When  they  see  flocks  of  them  coming  from  a  neigh- 
bouring ground,  that  they  may  not  light  on  theirs,  they  redouble 
their  cries  to  make  them  go  farther,  and  this  they  do  every  morn- 
ing and  evening.  The  truth  is,  there  are  so  many  sparrows  in 
Persia  that  they  destroy  all  things :  and  scare-crows  are  so  far 
from  fidghtening  them,  tiiat  they  will  perch  upon  them." 

FOXES  INJURIOUS  TO  THE  EASTERN  VINES. 

Sol.  SoNoii.  15.  Take  us  the  foxes,  the  little  foxes,  that  spoil  the 
vines,  for  our  vines  have  tender  grapesJ\  Foxes  are  observed  by 
many  authors  to  be  fond  of  grapes,  and  to  make  great  havoc  in 
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vineyards.  Aristophanes  (in  his  Equites)  compares  soldiers  to 
foxesy  who  spoil  whole  countries,  as  the  others  do  vineyards. 
Galen  (in  his  book  of  Aliments)  tells  us,  that  hunters  did  not 
scruple  to  eat  the  flesh  of  foxes  in  autumn,  when  they  were  grown 
tat  with  feeding  on  grapes. 

FRANTIC  MANNERS  OF  THE  WORSHIPPERS  OF  BAAL. 

1  Kings  xviii.  26.  They  leaped  upon  the  altar  which  wa^ 
made.]  Baal,  whose  idolatrous  worship  is  here  referred  to,  was 
the  same  as  Apollo,  or  the  Sun.  Callimachus  has  given  us  a  re- 
markable instance  of  the  universal  veneration  which  was  paid  by 
the  ancient  pagans,  at  his  altar  in  the  temple  of  Delos.  Amongst 
other  ceremonies  in  the  worship  of  this  idol,  it  was  customary  to 
run  round  his  altar,  to  strike  it  with  a  whip,  and  with  their  hands 
or  arms  bound  behind  them  to  bite  the  olive.  For  of  Delos  the 
poet  says. 

Thee,  ever  honoured  isle,  what  vessel  dares 

Sail  by  regardless  1 '  'twere  in  vain  to  plead  ^ 

Strong  driving  gales,  or,  stronger  still  than  thej, 

Swifit-winged  necessity :  their  swelling  sails 

Here  mariners  must  furl ;  nor  hence  depart, 

Till  round  thv  altar  struck  with  many  a  blow 

The  maze  they  tread,  and,  backward  bent  their  arms. 

The  sacred  olive  bite.  Hymn  to  Delos,  v.  433. 

The  former  part  of  this  ceremony  plainly  alludies  to  singing  and 
dancing  round  the  altar.  The  latter  part  seems  to  accord  with 
what  is  said  of  Baal,  1  Kings  xviii.  2&— 28,  where  we  read  of  the 
priests  of  Baal  who  leaped  upon  the  altar  they  had  made,  which 
the  Septuagint  renders  ran  round;  "  and  they  cried  aloud,  and  cut 
themselves  alter  their  manner  with  knives  and  lances,  till  the  blood 
gushed  out  upon  them.*'  Their  running  round  the  altar  signified 
the  annual  rotation  of  the  earth  round  the  sun.  Striking  with  a 
whip  the  altar,  cutting  themselves  with  knives  and  lances,  crying 
aloud  to  their  deity,  were  symbolical  actions,  denoting  their  desire 
that  he  would  show  forth  his  power  upon  all  nature  in  general, 
and  that  sacrifice  in  particular  then  before  him.  Having  thus 
surroimded  the  altar  of  Apollo,  and  by  these  actions  declared  their 
belief  in  his  universal  power,  they  used  to  bend  their  own  arms 
behind  them,  and  so  take  the  sacred  olive  into  their  mouths; 
thereby  declaring,  that  not  from  their  own  arm  or  power,  which 
was  bound,  but  from  his  whose  altar  they  surrounded,  and  from 
whom  they  expected  to  obtain  that  peace,  whereof  the  olive  was 
always  a  symbol.     Gen.  viii.  11. 

There  are  some  evident  allusions  to  these  abominable  idolatrous 
practices  in  tne  Old  Testament ;  and  for  which  the  Jews  are 
severely  reprimanded  by  the  prophets,  for  following  such  absurd 
and  wicked  ceremonies.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  concerning  the 
prophets  that  make  my  people  err,  that  bite  with  their  teeth,  and 
cry  peace"  Micah  iii.  5;  and  respecting  Ashdod,  the  prophet 
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says,  "  I  will  take  away  his  blood  out  of  his  mouth,  and  his  abomi^ 
nations  from  between  his  teeth,"  Zech.  ix.  7, 

FRAUDULENT  PRACTICES  FORBIDDEN  TO  THE  JEWS. 

Ley.  xix.  36.  Just  balances,  just  weights,  a  just  ephah,  and  a 
just  hin  shall  ye  haveJ]  Fraudulent  practices  were  severely 
punished  among  the  Egyptians,  whether  they  were  of  a  public  or 
private  wrong.  Diodorus  Siculus  tells  us,  the  law  commands  that 
both  the  hands  should  be  cut  off  of  those  that  adulterated  money, 
or  substituted  new  weights. 

FROWARDNESS  OF  A  MAN  EXPLAINED. 

Prov.  xxi.  8.  The  way  of  man  isfroward  and  strange.^  This 
passage,  according  to  the  common  interpretation,  is  very  obscure. 
The  original  Hebrew  words  are  used  to  signify  a  man  laden  with 
guilt  and  crimes,  and  that  his  way  is  {jioifroward  and  strange,  as 
in  our  translation,)  but  unsteady  or  continually  varying  ;  in  which 
expression  there  is  a  most  beautiful  allusion  to  a  beast  which  is  so 
overburdened  that  he  cannot  keep  in  the  straight  road,  but  is  con- 
tinually tottering  and  staggering,  first  to  the  right  hand,  and  then 
to  the  left.     Parkhurst's  Heb,  Lex,  p.  187,  3d  edit. 

FRUGALITY  NECESSARY  TO  THE  ATTAINMENT  OF  RICHES. 

Prov.  xxi.  17.  He  that  loveth  wine  and  oil  shall  not  be  rich,"] 
Pococke,  in  describing  his  journey  to  Jerusalem,  after  his  landing 
at  Joppa,  tells  us,  he  was  conveyed  to  an  encampment  of  Arabs, 
who  entertained  him  as  well  as  they  could,  making  him  cakes,  and 
bringing  him  fine  oil  of  olives,  in  which  they  usually  dipped  their 
bread.  ( Travels,  \o],  ii.  p.  5.)  This  Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  i.  p. 
^8)  considers  not  as  their  constant  course,  but  as  practised  upon 
particular  occasions,  as  the  generality  were  constrained  to  be  more 
frugal.  This  of  course  discovers  the  propriety  of  the  words 
of  Solomon,  when  he  says,  ^'  he  that  lovetn  wine  and  oil  shall  not 
be  rich." 

PRUITFULNESS  OF  A  COUNTRY  DESCRIBED. 

Isaiah  vii.  15.  Butter  and  honey  shall  he  eat,"]  IfArvieux 
(Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  24),  being  in  the  camp  of  the  grand  emir, 
who  lived  in  much  splendor  and  treated  him  with  great  regard, 
was  entertained  on  the  first  morning  with  little  loaves,  honey,  new 
churned  butter,  and  loaves  of  cream,  more  delicate  than  any  he 
ever  saw,  together  with  coffee.  Agreeably  to  this  he  assures  us 
in  another  place  (p.  197),  that  one  of  the  principal  things  with 
which  the  Arabs  regale  themselves  at  breakfast  is  cream,  or  new 
butter,  mingled  with  honey.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  294. 

FUNERAL  HONOURS  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

2  Sam.  iii.  31.  The  bier,"]  The  word  here  translated  the  bier 
is  in  the  original  the  bed :  on  these  persons  of  quality  used  to  be 
carried  forth  to  their  graves,  as  common  people  were  upon  a  bier. 
Kings  were  sometimes  carried  out  upon  beds  very  richly  adorn- 
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ed ;  as  Jqsephus  tells  us  that  Herod  was ;  he  says  the  bed  was 
all  gilded,  set  with  precious  stones,  and  that  it  had  a  purple  cover 
curiously  wrought.     Patrick,  in  loc. 

2  Chron.  xxviii.  27.  And  Ahaz  slept  with  his  fathers^  and  they 
buried  him  in  the  city,  even  in  Jerusalem  ;  but  they  brought  him 
not  into  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Israel,]  The  Israelites  were 
accustomed  to  honour  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  memory  of  those 
kings  who  had  reigned  over  them  uprightly.     On  the  contrary, 
some  marks  of  posthumous  disgrace  followed  those  monarchs  who 
left  the  world  under  the  disapprobation  of  their  people.   The  pro- 
per place  of  interment  was  in  Jerusalem.  There,  in  some  appoint- 
ed receptacle,  the  remains  of  their  princes  were  deposited:  and, 
from  the  circumstance  of  this  being  the  cemetery  for  successive 
rulers,  it  was  said,  when  one  died  and  was  so  buried,  that  he  was 
Gathered  to  his  fathers.  Several  instances  occur  in  the  history  of  the 
kings  of  Israel,  wherein,  on  certain  accounts,  they  were  not  thus  in- 
terred with  their  predecessors,  but  in  some  other  place  in  Jerusalem. 
So  it  was  with  Ahaz,  who  though  brought  into  the  city,  was  not 
buried  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Israel.     In  some  other 
cases,  perhaps  to  mark  out  a  greater  degree  of  censure,  they  were 
taken   to  a  small   distance    from   Jerusalem.     It   is    said   that 
*'  Uzziah  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  field  of  the  burial 
which  belonged  to  the  kings ;  for  they  said,  he  is  a  leper."  (2  Chron, 
xxvi.  23.)     It  was  doubtless  with  a  design  to  make  a  suitable  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of^  their  kings  while  living,  that  such  dis- 
tinctions were  made  after  their  decease.   They  might  thus  restrain 
them  from  evil  or  excite  them  to  good,  according  as  they  were 
fearful  of  being  execrated,  or  desirous  of  being  honoured,  when 
they  were  dead.     The  Egyptians  had  a  custom  in  some  measure 
similar  to  this ;  it  was  however  general  as  to  all  persons,  though 
it  received  very  particular  attention,  as  far  as  it  concerned  their 
kings.     It  is  thus  described  in  Franklin's  History  of  ancient 
and  modem  Egypt,  vol.  i.  p.  374.     *^  As  soon  as  a  man  was  dead, 
he  was  brought  to  his  trial.     The  public  accuser  was  heard.     If 
he  proved  that  the  deceased  had  led  a  bad  life,  his  memory  was 
condemned,  and  he  was  deprived  of  the  honours  of  sepulture. 
Thus,  that  sage  people  were  affected  with  laws  which  extended 
even  beyond  the  grave,  and  every  one,  struck  with  the  disgrace 
inflicted  on  the  dead  person,  was  afraid  to  reflect  dishonour  on  his 
own  memory,  and  that  of  his  family. 

'^  But  what  was  singular,  the  sovereign  himself  was  not  exempt- 
ed from  this  public  inquest  upon  his  death.  The  public  peace 
was  interested  in  the  lives  of  their  sovereigns  in  their  administra- 
tion, and  as  death  terminated  all  their  actions,  it  was  then  deemed 
for  the  public  welfare,  that  they  should  suffer  an  impartial  scrutiny 
by  a  public  trial,  as  well  as  the  most  common  subject.  Even 
some  of  them  were  not  ranked  among  the  honoured  dead,  and 
consequently  were  deprived  of  public  burial.     The   Israelites 
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would  not  suffer  the  bodies  of  some  of  their  iBagitious  princes  to 
be  carried  into  the  sepulchres  appropriated  to  their  virtuous 
sovereigns.  The  custom  was  singular :  the  effect  must  have  been 
powerful  and  influential.  The  most  haughty  despot^  who  might 
trample  on  laws  human  and  divine  in  his  life^  saw,  by  this  solemn 
investigation  of  human  conduct,  that  at  death  he  also  would  be 
doomed  to  infamy  and  execration."  What  degree  of  conformity 
there  was  between  the  practice  of  the  Israelites  and  the  Egyptians, 
and  with  whom  the  custom  first  originated,  may  be  difficult  to 
ascertain  and  decide,  but  the  conduct  of  the  latter  appears  to  be 
founded  on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  the  former,  and  as  it  is 
more  circumstantially  detailed,  affords  us  an  agreeable  explanation 
of  a  rite  but  slightly  mentioned  in  the  scriptures. 

FUNERAL  RITES  AMONG  THE  HEBREWS. 

2  Sam.  iii.  35.  And  tchen  all  the  people  came  to  cause  David 
to  eat  meaty  tohile  it  was  yet  day — ]  This  was  the  usual  practice 
of  the  Hebrews,  whose  friends  commonly  visited  them  after  the 
funeral  was  over,  to  comfort  the  surviving  relations,  and  send  m 
provisions  to  make  a  feast.  It  was  supposed  that  they  were  so 
sorrowful  as  not  to  be  able  to  think  of  their  necessary  food.  Jer. 
xvi.  5,  7,  8.    Ezek.  xxiv.  17.     Patrick,  in  loc, 

Jer.  xxxiv.  18.  They  cut  thecal/ in  twain  and  passed  between 
the  parts  thereof  J]  It  was  a  customary  thing  to  cut  the  victim 
(which  was  to  be  offered  as  a  sacrifice  upon  the  occasion)  into  two 
parts,  and  so  placing  each  part  upon  two  different  altars,  to  cause 
those  who  contracted  the  covenant  to  pass  between  both.  (Gen. 
XV.  9,  10,  17.)  This  rite  was  practised  both  by  believers  and 
heathens  at  their  solemn  leagues  ;  at  first  doubtless  with  a  view 
to  the  great  sacrifice,  who  was  to  purge  our  sins  in  his  own  blood ; 
and  the  ofiering  of  these  sacrifices,  and  passing  between  the  parts 
of  the  divided  victim,  was  symbolically  staking  their  hopes  of 
purification  and  salvation  on  their  performance  of  the  conditions 
on  which  it  was  offered. 

This  remarkable  practice  may  be  clearly  traced  in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  writers,     Homer  has  the  following  expression : 

0|o;^ia  TTitTTa  rafiovres.         Iliad  il.  ver.  124. 

Having  cut  faithful  oaths  ;  Eustathius  explains  the  passage  by 
saying,  they  were  oaths  relating  to  important  matters,  and  were 
made  by  the  division  of  the  victim.  See  also  Virgil,  Mn,  viii.  ver. 
640. 

The  editor  of  the  fragments  supplementary  to  Calmet  (No.  139), 
is  of  opinion  that  what  is  yet  practised  of  this  ceremony  may 
elucidate  that  passage  in  Isaiah  xxviii.  15.  '*  We  have  made  a 
covenant  with  death,  and  with  hell  are  we  at  agreement;  when  the 
overflowing  scourge  shall  pass  through,  it  shall  not  come  unto  us, 
for  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge,  and  under  falsehood  have  we  hid 
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ourselves."  q.  d.  We  have  cut  off  a  covenant  sacrifice,  a  purifica- 
tion offering  with  death,  and  with  the  grave  we  have  settled,  so 
that  the  scourge  shall  not  injure  us.  May  not  such  a  custom  have 
been  the  origin  of  the  following  superstition  related  by  Pitts  ? 
"  If  they  (the  Algerine  corsairs)  at  any  time  happen  to  be  in  a 
very  great  strait  or  distress,  as  being  chased,  or  in  a  storm,  they 
will  gather  money,  light  up  candles  in  remembrance  of  some  dead 
marrabot  (saint)  or  other,  calling  upon  him  with  heavy  sighs  and 
groans.  If  they  find  no  succour  from  their  before-mentioned  rites 
and  superstitions,  but  that  the  danger  rather  increases,  then  they 
go  to  sacrifice  a  sheep,  (or  two  or  thfee  upon  occasion,  as  they 
think  needful)  which  is  done  after  this  manner  :  having  cut  off  the 
head  with  a  knife,  they  immediately  take  out  the  entrails,  and 
throw  them  and  the  head  over-board ;  and  then,  with  all  the  speed 
they  can  (without  skinning)  they  cut  the  body  into  two  parts  by  the 
middle,  and  throw  one  part  over  the  right  side  of  the  ship,  and  the 
other  over  the  left,  into  the  sea,  as  a  kind  of  propitiation.  Thus 
those  blind  infidels  apply  themselves  to  imaginary  intercessors, 
instead  of  the  living  and  true  God."  (Travels,  p.  18.)  In  the  case 
here  referred  to,  the  ship  passes  between  the  parts  thus  thrown  on 
each  side  of  it.  This  behaviour  of  the  Algerines  may  be  taken  as  a 
pretty  accurate  counterpart  to  that  of  making  a  covenant  with  death, 
and  with  imminent  danger  of  destruction,  by  appeasing  the  angry 
gods. 

Festivities  always  accompanied  the  ceremonies  attending  oaths. 
Isaac  and  Abimelech  feasted  at  making  their  covenant.  Gen.  xxvi. 
30,  "and  he  made  them  a  feast,  and  they  did  eat  and  drink."  Gen. 
xxxi.  54,  "  Jacob  offered  sacrifice  upon  the  mount,  and  called 
his  brethren  to  eat  bread."  This  practice  was  also  usual  amongst 
the  heathen  nations. 

Matt.  ix.  23.  The  minstrekJ]  The  custom  of  having  musi- 
cal instruments  in  funerals  came  to  the  Jews  fix>m  the  manners 
of  the  Gentiles.  In  the  Old  Testament  there  is  no  mention  of 
any  such  custom.  They  used  indeed  to  mourn  for  the  dead,  and 
commended  them,  thereby  to  excite  the  living  to  the  imitation  of 
their  virtues.  The  use  of  instruments  on  these  occasions  was 
adopted  not  by  the  ancient,  but  more  modern  Jews.  They  might 
receive  it  into  their  ceremonies  firom  other  nations  where  it  pre- 
vailed. It  is  frequently  mentioned  among  the  Romans  under  the 
style  of  sicinnium  ;  and  in  Apule'ius  monumentarii  ckorauUe ;  and 
among  the  Grecians  under  that  of  rvfi(iav\oi.  The  custom  in 
the  time  of  our  Lord  was,  for  the  musicians  to  begin  the  dirge, 
and  for  those  who  were  present  to  follow,  beating  their  breasts,  ac- 
cording to  what  was  played  by  the  instruments.  Hammond,  in  loc. 

GARMENTS  OF  THE  ORIENTALS  LONG   AND   FLOWING. 

Luke  vi.  38.  Good  measure  pressed  down,  and  shaken  toye- 
ther,  and  running  over,  shall  men  give  into  your  hosom.^     Tiie 
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eastern  garments  being  long,  and  folded,  and  girded  with  a  girdle, 
admitted  of  carrying  much  corn  or  fruits  of  that  kind  in  the  bosom. 

GATES  OF  A  CITY. 

Deut.  xxi.  19.  Gate.]  The  gates  of  cities,  in  these  days,  and 
for  many  ages  after,  were  the  places  of  judicature  and  common 
resort  Here  the  governors  and  elders  of  the  city  went  to  hear 
complaints,  administer  justice,  make  conveyances  of  titles  and 
estates,  and,  in  short,  to  transact  all  the  public  affairs  of  the  place. 
And  from  hence  is  that  passage  in  the  Psalmist,  ''  they  shall  not 
be  ashamed  when  they  speak  to  their  enemies  in  the  gate.'*  (Ps. 
cxxvii.  6.)  It  is  probable  that  the  room,  or  hall,  where  the  magis- 
trates sat,  was  over  the  gate,  because  Boaz  is  said  to  go  up  to  the 
gate ;  and  the  reason  of  having  it  built  there,  seems  to  have  been 
for  the  conveniency  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  being  all  husbandmen, 
and  forced  to  pass  and  repass  every  morning  and  evening  as  they 
went  and  came  from  their  labour,  might  be  more  easily  called,  as 
they  went  by,  whenever  they  were  wanted  to  appear  in  any  busi- 
ness.    Universal  Hist,  1.  i.  c.  7. 

GATE  OF  ADMISSION  TO  AN  EASTERN  BANQUET. 

Matt.  vii.  18.  Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate.]  At  the  banquets 
of  the  ancients,  the  guests  entered  by  a  gate  designed  to  receive 
them.  Hence  Christ,  by  whom  we  enter  in  to  the  marriage  feast, 
compares  himself  to  a  gate.  (John  x.  1,  2,  7,  9.)  This  gate  on  the 
coming  of  the  guests  was  made  narrow,  the  wicket  only  being  left 
open,  and  the  porter  standing  to  prevent  the  unbidden  from  rush- 
ing in.  When  the  guests  were  arrived,  the  door  was  shut,  and 
not  to  be  opened  to  those  who  stood  and  knocked  without.  So 
the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins.  (Matt.  xxv.  11.)    Whitby,  in  loc. 

Matt.  vii.  13.  Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate.']  Our  Lord 
here  seems  to  allude  to  the  private  and  public  roads,  whose  mea- 
sures are  fixed  by  the  Jewish  canons,  which  say' that  '^a  private 
way  was  four  cubits  broad ;  a  way  from  city  to  city  eight  cubits ; 
a  public  way  sixteen  cubits ;  and  the  way  to  the  cities  of  refuge 
thirty-two  cubits."     Gill,  in  loc. 

GATE  OF  HEAVEN. 

Gen.  xxviii.  17.  The  gate  of  heaven.]  After  having  described 
in  what  manner  caverns  were  used  as  sacred  temples,  and  the 
allegorical  design  of  some  parts  of  their  furniture,  Mr.  Maurice 
says,  *'  In  these  caverns  they  erected  a  high  ladder,  which  had 
seven  gates,  answering  the  number  of  the  planets,  through  which, 
according  to  their  theology,  the  soul  gradually  ascends  to  the 
supreme  mansion  of  felicity,  I  must  here  observe  that  the  word 
GATE,  which  is  a  part  of  Asiatic  palaces  by  far  the  most  conspi- 
cuous and  magnificent,  and  upon  adorning  of  which  immense  sums 
are  often  expended,  is  an  expression  that,  throughout  the  East, 
is  figuratively  used  for  the  mansion  itself.  Indeed  it  seems  to  be 
thus  denominated  with  singular  propriety,  since  it  is  under  those 
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gates  that  conversations  are  holden,  that  hospitality  to  the  passing 
traveller  is  dispensed^  and  the  most  important  transactions  in  com- 
merce are  frequently  carried  on.   Captain  Hamilton  (Voyage,  vol. 
i.  p.  368),  giving  an  account  of  Fort  St.  George,  observes,  *'  that 
the  gate  of  that  town,  called  the  sea-gate,  being  very  spacious, 
was  formerly  the  common  exchange,  where  merchants  of  all  na- 
tions resorted  about  eleven  o^clock,  to  treat  of  business  or  mer- 
chandise."   Astronomy,  deriving  its  birth  in  Asia,  and  exploring 
nature  and  language  for  new  symbols,  soon  seized  upon  this 
allegorical  expression  as  highly  descriptive  of  romantic  ideas; 
and  the  title  was  transferred  from  terrestrial  houses  to  the  spheres. 
It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  the  expression  occurs  frequently 
in  holy  writ,  oilen  in  the  former  sense^  and  sometimes  even  in 
the  astronomical  allusion  of  the  word.     In  the  former  acceptation 
we  read  (Esther  ii.  19)  of  the  Jew,  Mordecai,  sitting  in  the  king*s 
gate  ;  in  Lamentations  v.  14,  that  *^the  elders  have  ceased  from  the 
gate ;''  and,  in  Ruth  iii.  11,  it  is  used  in  a  sense  remarkably  figu- 
rative, *'  all  the  gate  (that  is  house)  of  my  people  know  thou  art 
virtuous."     In  the  second  acceptation,  the  word  as  well  as  the 
attendant  symbol  itself,  to  our  astonishment  occur  in  the  account 
of  Jacob's  vision  of  the  LADDER,  WHOSE  top  reached  to  hea- 
ven, and  in  the  exclamation,  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven.     It 
is  hence  manifested  to  have  been  an  original  patriarchal  symbol.' 
A  similar  idea  occurs  in   Isaiah  xxxviii  10,  ''I  shall  go  to  the 
GATES  of  the  grave ;"  and  in  Matt.  xvi.  18, "  The  gates  of  hell  shall 
not  prevail  against  it."   Nor  is  it  impossible  but  our  blessed  Lord 
himself  might  speak  in  allusion  to  the  popular  notion  of  the  two 
astronomical  gates,  celestial  and  terrestrial,  when  inMatt.  vii.  13, 
he  said,  "Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate;  for  wide  is  the  gate, 
and  broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  destruction,  and  many  there 
are  which  go  in  thereat ;  because  strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow 
is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  life,  and  few  there  are  that  find  it.* 
Indian  Antiquities,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^41. 

GATHERING  RIPE  FRUIT  IN  JUDEA. 

Matt.  xxi.  34.  And  when  the  time  of  the  fruit  drew  near,  he 
sent  his  servants  to  the  hushandmeny  that  they  might  receive  the 
fruits  of  it,"]  The  fruit  of  all  manner  of  trees  for  the  first  three 
years  was  not  to  be  eaten,  nor  any  profit  made  of  it:  in  the 
fourth  year  it  was  to  be  holy,  to  praise  the  Lord  with ;  being 
either  given,  to  the  priests,  or  eaten  by  the  owners  before  the 
Lord  at  Jerusalem  :  in  the  fifth  year  it  might  be  eaten  and  made 
use  of  for  profit,  and  thenceforward  every  year.  To  this  time  of 
fruit,  and  the  custom  of  bringing  it  up  to  Jerusalem,  there  seems 
to  be  an  allusion  here.     Gill,  in  loc, 

GENEALOGIES  AMONG  THE  JEWS  WRITTEN  ON  TABLES. 

Neh.  vii.  64.     Genealogy,]     Among  the  Chinese  a  tablet  of 
ancestry  is  in  every  house :  and  references  in  conversation  are 
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often  made  to  their  actions.  (Macartney's  Embassy,  p.  295.) 
This  practice  seems  to  correspond  with  the  genealogical  tables  of 
the  Jews,  which  they  are  so  careful  in  preserving. 

GENTILE  BENEFACTORS. 

Luke  xxii.  25.  They  that  exercise  authority  upon  them  are 
called  benef actor sJ]  In  this  expression  there  is  an  allusion  to 
the  titles  affected  by  monarchs  and  conquerors  in  those  ages, 
amongst  which  benefactors,  Euergetes,  was  one.  Campbell's 
Translation  of  the  Gospels,  note, 

GENtOO  LAWS  THROW  LIGHT  ON  ANCIENT  CUSTOMS. 

Gen.  XXX.  32.     I  will  pass  through  all  thy  flocks  to-day y 
removing  from  thence  all  the  speckled  and  spotted  cattle,  and  all 
the  brown  cattle  among  the  sheep,  and  the  spotted  and  speckled 
among  the  goats  ;  and  of  such  shall  be  my  hire."]     The  following 
extract  from  the  Gentoo  laws,  p.  150,  is  remarkable  for  its  coin- 
cidence with  the  situation  and  conduct  of  Jacob;  and  demon- 
strates that  he   acted   with   propriety,   if  the  regulations   here 
mentioned  existed  in  his  time ;  and  of  their  very  great  antiquity 
there  is  no  doubt.     "  If  a  person  without  receiving  wages,  or 
subsistence,  or  clothes,  attends  ten  milch  cows,  he  shall  select, 
for  his  own  use,  the  milk  of  that  cow  which  ever  produces  most ; 
if  he  attends  more  cows,  he  shall  take  milk  after  the  same  rate,  in 
lieu  of  wages.     If  a  person  attends  one  hundred  cows  for  the 
space  of  one  year,  without  any  appointment  of  wages,  he  shall 
take  to   himself  one  heifer  of  three  years  old ;  and  also,  of  all 
those  cows  that  produce  milk,  whatever  the  quantity  may  be, 
after  every  eight  days,  he  shall  take  to  himself  the  milk,  the 
entire  product  of  one  day.     Cattle  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the 
cowherd  in  the  morning :  the  cowherd  shall  tend  them  the  whole 
day  with  grass  and  water,  aftd  in  the  evening  shall  re-deliver 
them  to  the  master,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  were  intrusted  to 
him :  if,  by  the  fault  of  the  cowherd,  any  of  the  cattle  be  lost,  or 
stolen,  that  cowherd  shall  make  it  good.     When  a  cowherd  hath 
led  cattle  to  any  distant  place  to  feed,  if  any  die  of  some  dis- 
temper, notwithstanding  the  cowherd  applied  the  proper  remedy, 
the  cowherd  shall  carry  the  head,  the  tail,  the  forefoot,  or  some 
such  convincing  proof,   taken  from  that  animal's  body,  to  the 
owner  of  the  cattlcf;  having  done  this,  he  shall  be  no  farther 
answerable;  if  he  neglects  to  act  thus,  he  shall  make  good  the 
loss^"     Probably  this  last  circumstance  is  alluded  to  in  Amos 
iii.  1^. 

Gen.  xxix.  26.  And  Laban  said,  it  must  not  be  so  done  in 
our  country,  to  give  the  younger  before  the  flrst-bornJ]  Mr. 
Halhed  observes,  in  his  preface  to  the  Gentoo  Laws  (p.  69), 
"  We  find  Laban  excusing  himself  for  having  substituted  Leah 
in  the  place  of  Rachel  Xo  Jacob,  in  these  words.  It  must  not  be 
so  done  in  our  country,  to  give  the  younger  before  the  flrst-born. 
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This  ^as  long  before  Moses.     So  in  this  compilation,  it  is  made 
criminal  for  a  man  to  give  his  younger  daughter  in  marriage 
before  the  elder;  or  for  a  younger  son  to  marry  while  his  elder- 
brother  remains  unmarried." 

Gen.  xlvii.  19.  Buy  us  and  our  land  for  bread,  and  we  and 
our  land  will  be  servants  unto  Pharaoh,"]  From  the  Gentoo  laws 
it  appears,  that  such  a  purchase  as  that  made  by  Joseph  was  not 
an  unusual  thing.  Particular  provision  is  made  in  these  insti- 
tutes for  the  release  of  those  who  were  thus  brought  into  bondage. 
"  Whoever  having  received  his  victuals  from  a  person  during  the 
time  of  a  famine,  hath  become  his  slave,  upon  giving  to  his  pro 
vider  whatever  he  received  from  him  during  the  time  of  the 
famine,  and  also  two  head  of  cattle,  may  become  free  from  his 
servitude,  according  to  the  ordination  of  Pacheshputtee  Misr. — 
Approved."  "  Whoever  having  been  given  up  as  a  pledge  for 
money  lent,  performs  service  to  the  creditor,  recovers  his  liberty 
whenever  the  debtor  discharges  the  debt ;  if  the  debtor  neglects 
to  pay  the  creditor  his  money,  and  takes  no  thought  of  the  person 
whom  he  left  as  a  pledge,  that  person  becomes  the  purchased 
slave  of  the  creditor."     Gentoo  Laws,  p.  140. 

Luke  xv.  12.  He  divided  unto  them  his  living,]  The  prin- 
ciples of  inheritance  differ  in  the  East  from  what  are  established 
among  ourselves.  There  is  no  need  of  the  death  of  the  parent 
before  the  children  possess  their  estates.  The  various  circum- 
stances connected  with  this  subject  are  clearly  laid  down  in  the 
following  extract  from  Mr.  Halhed*s  Code  of  Gentoo  Laws^ 
(p.  53.)  "  The  rights  of  inheritance,  in  the  second  chapter,  are 
laid  down  with  the  utmost  precision,  and  with  the  strictest  atten- 
tion to  the  natural  claim  of  the  inheritor  in  the  several  degrees  of 
affinity.  A  man  is  herein  considered  but  as  tenant  for  life  in  his 
own  property ;  and  as  all  opportunity  of  distributing  his  effects 
by  will,  after  his  death,  is  precluded,  hardly  any  mention  is  made 
of  such  kind  of  bequest.  By  these  ordinances  also  he  is  hindered 
from  dispossessing  his  children  of  his  property  in  favour  of  aliens, 
and  from  making  a  blind  and  partial  allotment  in  behalf  of  a 
favourite  child,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rest,  by  which  the  weak- 
ness of  parental  affection,  or  of  a  misguided  mind  in  its  dotage,  is 
admirably  remedied.  These  laws  also  strongly  elucidate  the 
story  of  the  prodigal  son  in  the  scriptures,  since  it  appears  from 
hence  to  have  been  an  immemorial  custom  in  the  East,  for  sons 
to  demand  their  portion  of  inheritance  during  their  father's  life- 
time, and  that  the  parent,  however  aware  of  the  dissipated  inclina- 
tions of  his  child,  could  not  legally  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
application. 

'^  If  all  the  sons  go  at  once  in  a  body  to  their  father^  jointly 
requesting  their  respective  shares  of  his  fortune ;  in  that  case  the 
father  shall  give  equal  shares  of  the  propejty  earned  by  himself, 
to  the  son  incapable  of  getting  his  own  living,  to  the   son  who 
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hath  been  particularly  dutiful  to  him,  and  to  the  son  who  hath  a 
very  large  family,  and  also  to  the  other  sons  who  do  not  lie  under 
any  of  these  three  circumstances ;  in  this  case,  he  shall  not  have 
power  to  give  to  any  one  of  them  more  or  less  than  to  the  others. 

^^  If  a  father  has  occupied  any  glebe  belonging  to  his  father, 
that  was  not  before  occupied,  be  shall  not  have  power  to  divide  it 
among  his  sons  in  unequal  shares,  as  in  the  case  of  property 
earned  by  himself." 

Luke  xvi.  12.  If^e  have  not  been  faithful  in  that  which  is 
another  man*s,  who  shall  give  you  that  which  is  your  own  ?]  The 
following  custom  of  the  Turks  may  contribute  to  our  understand- 
ing of  these  words.  ^Mt  is  a  common  custom  with  the  merchants 
of  this  country  when  they  hire  a  broker,  book-keeper,  or  other 
confidential  servant,  to  agree  that  he  shall  claim  no  wages :  but 
to  make  amends  for  that  unprofitable  disadvantage,  they  give 
them  free  and  uncontrolled  authority  to  cheat  them  every  way 
they  can  in  managing  their  business :  but  with  this  proviso,  that 
they  must  never  exceed  the  privileged  advantage  of  ten  per  cent. 
All  under  that  which  they  can  fairly  gain  in  the  settling  of 
accounts  with  their  respective  masters,  is  properly  their  own; 
and  by  their  master^s  will  is  confirmed  to  their  possession." 
Aaron  HilFs  Travels^  p.  77. 

This  kind  of  allowance,  though  extremely  singular,  is  both 
ancient  and  general  in  the  East.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Gentoo 
Lawsy  chap.  ix.  *'  If  a  man  hath  hired  any  person  to  conduct  a 
trade  for  him,  and  no  agreement  be  made  with  regard  to  wages, 
in  that  case  the  person  hired  shall  receive  one-tenth  of  the  profit." 

The  text  above  cited  must,  therefore,  according  to  these 
extracts  at  least,  mean,  "  if  you  have  not  been  found  faithful  in 
the  administration  of  your  principal's  property,  how  can  you 
expect  to  receive  your  share  (as  the  word  may  signify)  of  that 
advantage  which  should  reward  your  labours  ?  If  you  have  not 
been  just  toward  him,  how  do  you  expect  he  should  be  just 
toward  you  ?"    Fragments,  No.  303. 

Gideon's  memorable  victory. 

Judges  vii.  13.  And  when  Gideon  was  come,]  Gideon, 
raised  up  by  God  himself,  and  made  general  of  the  army  of 
Israel,  yet  goes  as  a  spy  into  the  camp  of  Midian.  To  this  con- 
duct there  was  not  formerly  any  reproach  attached,  as  it  was 

#€steemed  honourable  to  go  on  such  expeditions  by  night,  or  to 
perform  those  ofiices  which  are  now  the  task  of  the  common 
soldiers   only.     Homer  (II.  b.  x.)    represents  Tydides  as  thus 

.  answering  a  command  to  penetrate  the  Trojan  camp ; — 


-The  man  jou  seek  is  here : 


Through  yon  black  camps  to  bend  m^  daog'rous  way 

Some  god  within  commands,  and  I  obey.  Pope  7.  ^60, 

Judges  vii.  16.     He  put  a  trumpet  in  every  maris  handy  with 
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empty  pitchers.']  Though  leathern  bottles  were  much  used  by 
the  people  of  the  East,  earthen  jars  or  pitchers  were  sometimes 
used  also.  Dr.  Chandler  (Trav.  in  Asia  Minor,  p.  25)  tells  us, 
that  "  the  vessel  in  which  their  water  was  to  be  carried  was  an 
earthen  jar,  which  not  only  served  them  in  the  wherry  in  which 
they  coasted  some  of  the  nearer  parts  of  Asia  Minof,  but  was 
carried  upon  the  ass  of  a  poor  peasant,  along  with  other  luggage, 
when  they  made  an  excursion  from  the  sea-side  up  into  the 
country,  to  visit  the  great  ruin  at  Troas."  If  this  were  the  prac- 
tice in  Gideon's  time,  it  could  not  be  difficult  for  him  to  collect 
three  hundred  water-jars  from  among  ten  thousand  men.  HaR- 
MER,  vol.  iii.  p.  258. 

Judges  vii.  21,  22.  And  they  stood  every  man  in  his  place 
round  about  the  camp  :  and  all  the  host  ran,  and  cried,  andfied  : 
and  the  three  hundred  men  blew  the  trumpets,  and  the  Lord  set 
every  maris  sword  against  his  fellofv,]  A  modem  piece  of  Arab 
history  very  much  illustrates  the  defeat  of  the  Midianites  by 
Gideon,  and  at  the  same  time  points  out  wherein  the  extraor- 
dinary interposition  of  God  appeared.  It  relates  to  a  contest 
between  two  chiefs  for  the  imamship  of  Oman ;  and  the  sub- 
stance of  it  is,  that  one  of  them,  whose  name  was  Achmed,  find- 
ing himself  at  first  too  weak  to  venture  a  battle,  threw  himself, 
with  a  few  soldiers,  into  a  little  fortress  built  on  a  mountain, 
where  he  had  deposited  his  treasures.  Bel  Arrab,  his  rival,  at 
the  head  of  four  or  five  thousand  men,  invested  the  place,  and 
would  have  forced  the  new  imam  to  surrender,  had  he  not  quitted 
the  fortress,  with  two  of  his  domestics,  all  three  disguised  like 
poor  Arabs,  who  were  looking  out  for  grass  for  their  camels. 
Achmed  withdrew  to  a  town  a  good  day's  journey  from  the 
besieged  fortress,  where  he  was  much  beloved ;  he  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  gathering  together  some  hundreds  of  them,  with  which 
he  marched  against  his  enemy.  Bel  Arrab  had  placed  his  camp 
between  some  high  mountains,  near  the  above-mentioned  fortress. 
Achmed  ordered  a  coloured  string  to  be  tied  round  the  heads  of 
his  soldiers,  that  they  might  be  distinguished  from  their  enemies. 
He  then  sent  several  small  detachments  to  seize  the  passes  of 
those  mountains.  He  gave  each  detachment  an  Arab  trumpet  to 
sound  an  alarm  on  all  sides,  as  soon  as  the  principal  party  should 
give  the  signal.  Measures  being  thus  laid,  the  imam's  son  gave 
the  signal  at  day-break,  and  the  trumpets  sounded  on  every  side. 
The  whole  army  of  Bel  Arrab  being  thrown  into  a  panic  at  find- 
ing all  the  passes  guarded,  and  judging  the  number  of  the  enemy 
to  be  proportionate  to  the  noise  that  was  made,  was  routed.  Bel 
Arrab  himself  marched  with  a  party  to  the  place  where  the  son  of 
the  new  imam  was  keeping  guard ;  he  knew  Bel  Arrab,  fell  upon 
him,  killed  him,  and,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Arabs,  cut 
off  his  head,  which  he  carried  in  triumph  to  his  father.  Niebuhr 
Trav.  p.  263.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  237. 
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GIVING  ANOTHER  THE  HAND. 

2  Kings  x.  15.  And  he  gave  him  his  hand.^  In  token  of 
acknowledging  a  newly  elected  prince  it  was  not  uncommon,  or 
inconsistent  with  the  reverence  due  to  his  character,  to  take  him 
by  the  hand.  D'Herbelot  (p.  204),  in  explaining  an  eastern 
term,  which  he  tells  us  signifies  the  election  or  inauguration  of  a 
khalif,  informs  us,  that  this  ceremony  consisted  in  stretching 
forth  a  person's  hand,  and  taking  that  of  him  that  they  acknow- 
ledged for  khalif.  This  was  a  sort  of  performing  homage,  and 
swearing  fealty  to  him.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  330. 

This  was  also  sometimes  done  as  a  token  of  friendship  and 
fidelity,  Gal.  ii.  9.  With  this  view  it  was  also  practised  by  the 
Romans,  as  appears  from  Virgil : — 

Ipse  pater  dextram  Anchises,  baud  multa  moratus, 

Dat  juveni ;  atque  animum  prssenti  pig^ore  firmat.  ^n.  iii.  610. 


u 


My  father  Anchises  firankly  gives  the  youth  bis  right  hand,  and 
fortifies  his  mind  by  that  kindly  pledge." 

GLUTTONY  AND  INTEMPERANCE  DISCOUNTENANCED. 

Jer.  xvi.  8.  ITiou  shall  not  also  go  into  the  house  of  feasting^ 
to  sit  with  them  to  eat  and  to  drink,]  To  make  a  funeral  feast 
was  anciently  a  method  of  honouring  the  dead,  and  is  still  con- 
tinued in  the  East.  Chardin  says,  "  the  oriental  Christians  still 
make  banquets  of  this  kind,  by  a  custom  derived  from  the  Jews ; 
and  I  have  been  many  times  present  at  them  among  the  Ar- 
menians in  Persia."  The  seventh  verse  speaks  of  those  provisions 
which  used  to  be  sent  to  the  house  of  the  deceased,  and  of  those 
healths  which  were  drank  to  the  survivors  of  the  family,  wishing 
that  the  dead  may  have  been  the  victim  for  the  sins  of  the  family. 
The  same;  with  respect  to  eating,  is  practised  among  the  Moors. 
Thus  the  bread  of  men  (Ezek.  xxiv.  17),  signifies  the  bread  that 
the  neighbours,  relations,  and  friends,  sent  to  mourners.  Har- 
mer, vol.  ii.  p.  137. 

GNASHING  WITH  THE  TEETH. 

Job  xvi.  9.  He  gnasheth  upon  me  with  his  teeth.*]  Homer 
describing  Achilles  arming  to  revenge  the  death  of  Patroclus, 
among  other  signs  of  indignation  mentions  the  grinding  of  his 
teeth : — 

Tov  K(u  odovT(i}V  HIV  Kavaxn  vi\i»  II.  zix.  36^, 

Grief  and  revenge  his  furious  heart  inspire* 

His  glowing  eye-balls  roll  with  living  fire : 

He  grinds  his  teeth,  and,  furious  with  delay. 

Overlooks  th'  emhattl'd  host,  and  hopes  the  bloody  day.  Pope. 

Thus  in  Virgil,  Hercules  is  described  y^reTW  animis,  dentibus 
infrendenSf  raging  in  mind,  and  gnashing  his  teeth.  (JEn,  viii. 
828.)     So  also  Polyphemus : — 

Dentibus  infirendens  gemitu»  ^n.  iii.  664. 
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goats'  milk  abundant  in  IHE  EAST. 

Prov.  xxvii.  27.  And  thou  shall  have  goats'  milk  enough  for 
thy  food.l  Milk  is  a  great  part  of  the  diet  of  the  eastern  people. 
Their  goats  furnish  them  with  some  part  of  it^  and  Russell  tells 
US  (p.  53)  are  chiefly  kept  for  that  purpose ;  that  they  yield  it  in 
no  inconsiderable  quantity ;  and  that  it  is  sweet  and  well  tasted. 
This  at  Aleppo  is,  however,  chiefly  from  the  beginning  of  April 
to  September;  they  being  generally  supplied  the  other  part  of 
the  year  with  cows'  milk,  such  as  it  is :  for  the  cows  being  com- 
monly kept  at  the  gardens,  and  fed  with  the  refuse,  the  milk 
generally  tastes  so  strong  of  garlic  or  cabbage-leaves  as  to  be 
very  disagreeable.  This  circumstance  sufliciently  points  out  how 
far  preferable  the  milk  of  goats  must  have  been.  Harmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  288. 

GOD  LAYING  ON  HIS  HAND. 

ExoD.  xxiv.  11.  And  upon  the  nobles  of  the  children  of  Israel 
he  laid  not  his  hand,"]  It  is  usually  said,  that  God  laid  not  his 
hand  in  a  way  of  terror,  or  anger,  on  these  nobles  on  account  of 
their  intrusion:  but  in  the  Monthly  Magazine  for  January,  1804, 
is  the  following  description  of  the  appearance  at  court  of  the 
Mogul's  ofiicers,  who  partake  of  his  bounty  or  rewards.  **  Those 
officers  of  the  districts,  whose  time  has  expired,  or  who  have  been 
recalled  from  similar  stations,  repair  to  the  imperial  presence,  and 
receive  the  reward,  good  or  evil,  of  their  administration.  When 
they  are  admitted  into  the  presence,  or  retire  from  thence,  if  their 
rank  and  merit  be  eminent,  they  are  called  near  to  his  majesty's 
person,  and  allowed  the  honour  of  placing  their  heads  below  his 
sacred  foot.  The  emperor  lays  his  hand  on  the  back  of  a  person, 
on  whom  he  means  to  bestow  an  extraordinary  mark  of  favour. 
Others  from  a  distance  receive  tokens  of  kindness,  by  the  motion 
of  the  imperial  brow  or  eyes."  Now  if  the  nobles  of  Israel  were 
not  admitted  to  the  same  nearness  of  approach  to  the  deity  as 
Moses  and  Aaron,  perhaps  this  phrase  should  be  taken  directly 
contrary  to  what  it  has  been.  He  laid  not  his  hand  in  a  way  of 
special  favour,  nevertheless  they  saw  God,  and  did  eat  and  drink 
in  his  presence.  This  sense  of  laying  on  the  hand  is  supported 
by  a  passage  in  Bell's  Travels  to  Persia,  p.  103.  **  The  minister 
received  the  credentials,  and  laid  them  before  the  shah,  who 
touched  them  with  his  hand,  as  a  mark  of  respect.  This  part  of 
the  ceremony  had  been  very  difficult  to  adjust :  for  the  ambas- 
sador insisted  on  delivering  his  letters  into  the  shah's  own  hands. 
The  Persian  ministers  on  the  other  hand  affirmed,  that  their  king 
never  received  letters  directly  from  the  ambassadors  of  the  great- 
est emperors  on  earth."    Theological  Magazine,  vol.  iv.  p.  140. 

GOOD    measure   explained. 

Luke  vi.  38.  Oood  measure,  pressed  down,  and  shaken  to- 
gether, and  running  over.] .  The  allusion  here  is  to  dry  measure 


ORIENTAL  CUSTOMS.  177 

among  the  Jews ;  which  though  right  and  full,  here  called  good 
measure,  they  thrust  and  pressed  to  make  it  hold  more ;  and 
shook  it  also  for  the  same  purpose,  and  then  heaped  it  up  as 
much  as  they  could  till  it  fell  over.  Of  all  these  methods  used  in 
measuring  we  have  frequent  instances  in  the  Jewish  writings: 
some  of  them  are  cited  by  Gill,  in  loc. 

GOSPEL  FEAST  SYMBOLIZBD. 

Matt.  xxii.  3.  And  sent  forth  his  servants  to  call  them  that 
were  bidden  to  the  wedding^  To  explain  the  reason  why  the 
servants  were  sent  to  call  them  that  were  already  bidden,  Grotius 
(in  loc.)  informs  us,  that  it  was  sometimes  customary  to  give  two 
invitations  to  a  feast. 

Matt.  xxii.  11.  And  when  the  king  came  in  to  see  the  guests.'\ 
The  Persians  "  in  circumstances  of  grief  or  joy  visit  each  other 
with  great  attention,  which  is  a  tribute  of  duty  always  expected 
from  persons  of  inferior  condition,  especially  if  they  be  dependent. 
The  guests  are  ushered  into  a  large  room,  and  served  with  coffee 
and  tobacco.  Afler  some  time  ^  the  master  of  the  house  enters/ 
and  his  visitors,  rising  to  receive  him,  continue  standing  till  he 
has  passed  through  the  whole  company  and  paid  his  respects  to 
each :  he  then  takes  his  seat,  and  by  signs  permits  them  to  be  also 
seated."  Goldsmith's  Geography,  p.  216.  In  the  parable  now 
referred  to,  the  circumstances  of  which  may  reasonably  be  sup- 
posed conformable  to  existing  customs,  it  is  evidently  implied  that 
the  guests  were  collected  together  previous  to  the  appearance  of 
the  king,  who  "  came  in  to  see  the  guests."  So  also  in  Luke  xiv. 
10,  in  a  similar  parable,  it  is  said,  "  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and 
sit  down  in  the  lowest  room,  that  when  he  that  bade  thee 
COMETH,  he  may  say  unto  thee,  go  up  higher."  This  unquestiona- 
bly confirms  the  application  of  the  Persian  ceremony  to  the  para- 
ble first  cited.  It  may  just  be  further  observed,  that  in  the  last 
mentioned  passage  it  seems  as  if  it  had  then  been  the  prevailing 
practice  for  the  master  of  the  house  '^  to  pass  through  the  guests 
and  pay  his  respects  to  each  of  them,"  as  was  certainly  the  case  in 
Persia. 

Matt.  xxii.  11.  A  wedding  garment^  The  following  extract 
will  show  the  importance  of  having  a  suitable  garment  for  a 
marriage-feast,  and  the  offence  taken  against  those  who  refuse  it 
when  presented  as  a  gift.  "  The  next  day,  Dec.  3,  the  king  sent 
to  invite  the  ambassadors  to  dine  with  him  once  more.  The 
Mehemander  told  him,  it  was  the  custom  that  they  should  wear 
over  their  own  clothes  the  best  of  those  garments  the  king  had 
sent  them.  The  ambassadors  at  first  made  some  scruple  of  that 
compliance :  but  when  they  were  told  that  it  was  a  custom  observed 
by  ail  ambassadors,  and  that  no  doubt  the  king  would  take  it  very 
ill  at  their  hands  if  they  presented  themselves  before  him  without 
the  marks  of  his  liberality,  they  at  last  resolved  to  do  it;  and,  after 
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their  example,  all  the  rest  of  the  retinue."    Ambassador's  Travehf 
p.  188. 

Luke  xiv.  16,  17.  A  certain  man  made  a  great  supper,  and 
hade  many,  and  sent  his  servant  at  supper-time  to  say  to  them 
that  were  bidden,  come,  for  all  things  are  now  ready. 1  There  is 
a  striking  conformity  between  the  circumstances  intimated  in  the 
introductory  part  oi  this  parable,  and  the  ceremonies  attendant 
upon  a  Chinese  entertainment.  Amongst  this  people  ^^  an  invita- 
tion to  an  entertainment  is  not  supposed  to  be  given  with  sincerity, 
until  it  has  been  renewed  three  or  four  times  in  writing.  A  card 
is  sent  on  the  evening  before  the  entertainment;  another  on  the 
morning  of  the  appointed  day ;  and  *  a  third  when  every  thing  is 
prepared.'"  (GoLDSMiTH'sGeography,  p.  117.)  The  invitation  to 
this  great  supper  is  supposed  to  have  been  given,  when  the  cer- 
tain man  had  resolved  upon  making  it  But  it  is  again  repeated 
at  supper  time,  when  all  things  were  ready.  Now  as  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  renewal  of  it  arose  from  the  refusal  of  the  persons 
invited,  of  which  no  hint  is  yet  given,  we  may  suppose  it  was 
customary  thus  to  send  repeated  messages.  The  practice  was  very 
ancient  among  the  Chinese,  and,  if  admitted  to  have  prevailed 
amongst  the  Jews,  certainly  gives  a  significancy  to  the  words  not 
usually  perceived. 

GRAVEN  AND  MOLTEN  IMAGES  IDOLATROUS. 

HosEA  xi.  2.  Graven  images."]  "  We  read  frequently  of  gra- 
ven images,  and  of  molten  images,  and  the  words  are  become  so 
familiar,  as  names  of  idolatrous  images,  that  although  they  are 
not  well  chosen  to  express  the  Hebrew  names,  it  seems  not  ad- 
visable to  change  them  for  others,  that  might  more  exactly  cor- 
respond with  the  original.  The  graven  image  was  not  a  thing 
wrought  in  metal  by  the  tool  of  the  workman  we  should  now  call 
an  engraver :  nor  was  the  molten  image  an  image  made  of  metal, 
or  any  other  substance  melted,  and  shaped  in  a  mould.  In  fact, 
the  graven  image  and  the  molten  image  are  the  same  thing,  under 
different  names.  The  images  of  the  ancient  idolaters  were  first 
cut  out  of  wood  by  the  carpenter,  as  is  very  evident  from  the 
prophet  Isaiah.  This  figure  of  wood  was  overlaid  with  plates 
either  of  gold  or  silver,  or  sometimes  perhaps  of  inferior  metal ; 
and  in  this  finished  state  it  was  called  a  graven  image  (i.  e.  a 
carved  image),  in  reference  to  the  inner  solid  figure  of  wood, 
and  a  molten  (i.  e,  an  overlaid,  or  covered)  image,  in  reference 
to  the  outer  metalline  case  or  covering.  Sometimes  both  epithets 
are  applied  to  it  at  once.  *'  I  will  cut  off  the  graven  and  molten 
image.  (Nahum  i.  14.)  Again,  "What  profiteth  the  graven  and 
molten  image  ?"  (Hab.  ii.  18.)  The  English  word  molten  con- 
veys a  notion  of  melting,  or  fusion.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with 
the  Hebrew  word  for  which  it  is  given.  The  Hebrew  signifies, 
generally,  to  overspread,  or  cover  all  over,  in  whatever  manner, 
according  to  the  different  subject,  the  overspreading  or  covering 
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be  effected;  whether  by  pouring  forth  a  substance  in  fusion,  or 
by  spreading  a  cloth  over  or  before,  or  by  hammering  on  metalline 
plates.  It  is  on  account  of  this  metalline  case,  that  we  find  a 
founder  employed  to  make  a  graven  image  (Judges  xvii.  3) ;  and 
that  we  read  in  Isaiah  xl.  19  of  a  workman  ^^  that  melteth  a  gra- 
ven image ;"  and  in  another  place  (cap.  xliv.)  we  find  the  question, 
'^  who  bath  molten  a  graven  image  ?"  In  these  two  passages  the 
words  should  be  averlayethy  and  overlaid.'*  Bp.  Horslby's 
Hosea,  p.  134. 

ORAPES  TROD  BY  THE  FEET. 

Judges  ix.  27.  Trod  the  grapes."]  In  the  East  they  still  tread 
their  grapes  after  the  ancient  manner.  *^  August  20,  1765,  the 
vintage  (near  Smyrna)  was  now  begun,  the  juice  (of  the  grapes) 
was  expressed  for  wine ;  a  man,  with  his  feet  and  legs  bare,  was 
treading  the  fruit  in  a  kind  of  cistern,  with  a  hole  or  vent  near 
the  bottom,  and  a  vessel  beneath  to  receive  the  liquor.'*  Chand- 
ler's Travels  in  Greece,  p.  2. 

grass  on  the  house  tops  EXPLAINED. 

Psalm  cxxix.  6.  Let  them  be  as  the  grass  upon  the  house 
tops."]  The  tops  of  the  houses  in  Judea  were  flat,  and  so  grass 
grew  upon  them,  being  covered  with  plaister  of  terrace.  As  it 
was  but  small  and  weak,  and,  being  on  high  was  exposed  to  the 
scorching  sun,  it  was  soon  withered.  (Shaw's  Travels,  p.  210.) 
Menochius  says,  that  he  saw  such  roofs  in  the  island  of  Corsica, 
flat,  and  having  earth  upon  them,  on  which  grass  grew  of  its  own 
accord;  but  being  burnt  up  in  summer  time  by  the  sun,  soon 
withered.  (De  Republica  Heb.  1.  vii.  c.  5.  p.  666.)  But  what 
Olaus  Magnus  relates  is  extraordinary.  He  says,  that  in  the 
northern  Gothic  countries  they  feed  their  cattle  on  the  tops  of 
houses,  especially  in  a  time  of  siege  ;  that  their  houses  are  built  of 
stone,  high  and  large,  and  covered  with  rafters  of  fir  and  bark 
of  birch :  on  this  is  laid  grass-earth,  cut  out  of  the  fields  four- 
square, and  sowed  with  barley  or  oats,  so  that  their  roofs  look 
like  green  meadows  :  and,  that  what  is  sown>  and  the  grass  that 
grows  thereon,  may  not  wither  before  plucked  up,  they  very  dili- 
gently water  it  (De  Ritu  Gent.  Septent.  1.  ix.  c.  12.)  Maundrell 
(Journey  from  Aleppo,  p.  144)  says,  that  these  words  allude  to 
the  custom  of  plucking  up  corn  from  the  roots  by  handfuls,  leav- 
ing the  most  fruitful  fields  as  naked  as  if  nothing  had  even  grown 
in  them ;  and  that  this  is  done,  that  they  might  not  lose  any  of 
the  straw,  which  is  generally  very  short,  and  necessary  for  the 
sustenance  of  their  cattle,  no  hay  being  made  in  that  country. 

GRAVES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  PLANTED  WITH  FLOWERS. 

Isaiah  xxvi.  19.  Thy  dead  men  shall  live,  together  with  my 
dead  body  shall  they  arise.]  It  was  a  practice  of  high  antiquity 
to  plant  herbs  and  flowers  about  the  graves  of  the  dead.  Might 
not  this  custom  originate  from  the  belief  of ! the  doctrine  of  the 

N  2 
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resurrection,  or  perhaps  from  this  passage  of  Isaiah  :  "Thy  dead 
meii  shall  live;  together  with  my  dead  body  shall  they  arise: 
awake  and  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in  dust ;  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew 
of  herbs,  and  the  earth  shall  cast  out  the  dead!*'  If  it  were  prac- 
tised still  earlier,  might  not  this  passage  have  some  reference  to 
that  custom  ?  The  women  in  Egypt,  according  to  Maillet  (Lett 
X.  p.  91),  go,  at  least  two  days  in  the  week,  to  pray  and  weep  at 
the  sepulchres  of  the  dead ;  and  the  custom  then  is,  to  throw  upon 
the  tombs  a  sort  of  herb,  which  the  Arabs  call  rihan,  and  which 
is  our  sweet  basil.  They  cover  them  also  with  the  leaves  of  the 
palm-tree.  Myrtle  is  also  made  use  of  to  adorn  the  tomb.  Chan- 
dler found  some  graves  in  Lesser  Asia,  which  had  each  a  bough 
of  myrtle  stuck  at  the  head  and  the  feet  (p.  £00),  Dallaway,  on 
ancient  and  modem  Constantinople,  describing  the  tombs  of  the 
Turks,  says,  "  as  even  the  humblest  graves  are  marked  by  cy-* 
presses  planted  at  the  head  and  feet,  the  groves  of  these  trees  are 
extensive,  and  in  every  state  of  vegetation.  The  tombs  of  men 
are  known  by  turbans,  which,  like  coronets  among  us,  denote  the 
rank  of  the  deceased:  those  of  women  have  a  plain  round  top. 
The  inscriptions  are  delicately  wrought,  in  raised  letters  of  gold^ 
on  a  dark  ground.  Between  some  of  these  tombs  is  placed  a 
chest  of  ornamented  stone,  filled  with  earth,  in  which  are  planted 
herbs  and  aromatic  flowers.  These  are  regularly  cultivated  by 
females  of  the  family,  who  assemble  in  groups  for  that  duty." 

Isaiah  Ixv.  4.  Who  remain  amongst  the  graves."]  "  The  old 
Hebrews  had  an  idolatrous  custom  among  them  of  going  among 
the  tombs  to  receive  dreams,  by  which  they  judge  of  events,  and 
how  to  manage  their  affairs  ;  for  they  are  charged  by  the  prophet 
Isaiah  with  "remaining  among  the  graves,  and  lodging  in  the 
monuments,"  which  is  rendered  by  the  LXX.  "  with  sleeping  in 
the  tombs,^'  upon  the  account  of  dreams :  and  it .  is  reasonable  to 
believe  that  the  sepulchre  of  Moses  was  purposely  concealed,  lest 
in  after  times  it  should  become  an  object  of  worship  and  adora- 
tion :  for,  says  R.  Levi  ben  Gersom,  future  generations  perhaps 
might  have  made  a  God  of  him,  because  of  the  fame  of  his  mira- 
cles ;  for  do  we  not  see  some  of  the  Israelites  erred  on  account  of 
the  brazen  serpent  which  Moses  made?*'  Lewis's  Origines 
Hebrseae,  vol.  iii.  p.  381.  , 

GREAVES  OF  BRASS. 

1  Sam.  xvii.  6.  Greaves  of  brass,']  These  were  necessary  to 
defend  the  legs  and  feet  from  the  iron  stakes  placed  in  the  way  by 
the  enemy,  to  gall  and  wound  their  opponents.  They  were  a  part 
of  ancient  military  harness,  and  the  artifices  made  use  of  by  con- 
tending parties  rendered  the  precaution  important. 

'    /  GRINDING  CORN  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

"  ^^  Matt.  xxiv.  41.  Two  women  shall  be  grinding  at  the  mill,  the  one 

Cu^^^^    "^^^'^Aa//  be  taken,  and  the  other  left,]    Amongst  other  circumstances 
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which  should  manifest  the  security  of  the  world  at  the  coming  of 
Christ,  it  is  particularly  mentioned,  that  "  two  women  shall  be 
grinding  at  the  mill,  the  one  shall  be  taken,  and  the  other  left." 
"  Most  families  grind  their  wheat  and  barley  at  home,  having  two 
portable  grindstones  for  that  purpose.  The  uppermost  is  turned 
round  by  a  small  handle  of  wood  or  iron,  placed  in  the  edge  of  it. 
When  this  stone  is  large,  or  expedition  is  required,  then  a  second 
person  is  called  in  to  assist.  It  is  usual  for  the  womien  alone  to 
be  concerned  in  this  employ,  sitting  themselves  down  over  against 
each  other,  with  the  mill-stones  between  them."  (Shaw's  Travels, 
p.  297.)  Hence  also  we  may  learn  the  propriety  of  that  expres- 
sion of  "  sitting  behind  the  mill."    (Exod.  xi.  5.) 

GROVES   IN   THE   EAST  APPROPRIATED  TO  IDOLATROUS  PURPOSES. 

Isaiah  Ixvi.  17.  They  that  sanctify  themselves^  and  purify 
themselves  in  the  gardens^  behind  one  tree  in  the  midst.^  Not 
only  sacred  groves  in  general,  but  the  centres  of  such  groves  in 
particular,  were,  as  the  Abb^  Banier  has  observed,  made  use  of  for 
temples  by  the  first  and  most  ancient  heathens.  Some  one  tree 
in  the  centre  of  each  such  grove  was  usually  had  in  more  eminent 
and  special  veneration,  being  made  the  penetrale  or  more  sacred 
place,  which  doubtless  they  intended  as  the  anti-symbol  of  the 
tree  of  life  and  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  in  the  midst  of 
the  garden  of  Eden.  To  this  strange  abuse  alludes  that  prophetic 
censure  of  some  who  sanctified  and  purified  themselves  with  the 
waters  of  their  sacred  fountains  and  rivers  in  the  gardens  or 
groves,  behind  one  tree  in  the  midst.  Hence  it  was,  that  when 
they  came  to  build  temples  they  called  them  AXo-i},  groves,  accord- 
ing to  that  of  Strabo,  AXaij  Kokowi  ra  upa  iravra,  they  call  all 
sacred  places  or  temples  groves.  (Georg.  lib.  ix.)  Their  altars 
were  commonly  raised  in  the  middle  of  a  court,  with  one  of  the 
trees  consecrated  to  the  idol  of  the  place  planted  near  it,  over- 
shadowing both  it  and  the  idol.  Such  was  that  altar  in  the  palace 
of  Priam,  described  by  Virgil. 

iEdibus  in  mediis,  nudoqne  sub  stheris  axe, 
Ingens  ara  fait,  jaxtaqae  yeterrima  laarus 
Incumbens  arae,  atque  umbrii  compleza  penates. 

^a.  ii.  512. 

In  the  centre  of  the  court,  and  under  the  naked  canopy  of  heaven, 
stood  a  large  altar,  and  near  it  an  aged  laurel,  overhanging  the 
altar,  and  encircling  the  household  gods  with  its  shade.  Hol- 
low ay's  Originals,  vol.  i.  p.  16. 

growth  of  grass  rapid  in  the  east. 

Psalm  Ixxii.  16.  They  of  the  city  shall  flourish  like  grass  of 
the  earth,]  The  rapidity  with  which  grass  grows  in  the  East  is 
the  idea  here  referred  to.  "  When  the  ground  there  hath  been 
destitute  of  rain  nine  months  together,  and  looks  all  of  it  like  the 
barren  sand  in  the  deserts  of  Arabia,  where  there  is  not  one  spire 
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of  green  grass  to  be  founds  within  a  few  days  after  those  &t  en- 
riching showers  begin  to  fall^  the'  face  of  the  earth  there  (as  it 
were  by  a  new  resurrection)  is  so  revived,  and  as  it  were  so 
renewed,  as  that  it  is  pretendy  covered  all  over  with  a  pure  green 
mantle."    Sir  Thomas  Roe's  Voyage  to  India,  p.  360. 

GUESTS  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS  OFTEN  ANOINTED  WITH  OIL. 

Psalm  xxiiL  5.  Thou  anointest  my  head  with  oilJ]  The 
Psalmist  here  alludes  to  the  custom  of  eastern  countries  at  feasts 
in  anointing  the  heads  of  the  guests  with  oil.  Eccl.  ix.  7, 8,  Matt 
vi.  17.  On  certain  occasions  the  head  was  anointed,  as  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  body.     Hence  Propertius  : 

Terque  la^et  nostras  spioa  Cilissa  comas.    Lib.  iir.  el.  6.  r.  74. 

In  the  time  of  Homer  it  was  usual  both  to  wash  and  anoint  before 
meals  not  the  head  only,  but  the  feet  also.  (Iliad  x.  577.)  See 
Luke  vii.  38,  46.  It  is  spoken  of  as  an  ancient  custom  by  Aris- 
tophanes (Vesp.  p.  473)  for  daughters  to  anoint  the  feet  of  their 
parents  after  they  had  washed  them. 

Psalm  xxiii.  S.  *  Thou  anointest  my  head  with  oil:  my  cup 
runneth  over.]  In  the  East  the  people  frequently  anoint  their 
visitors  with  some  very  fragrant  perfume ;  and  give  them  a  cup  or 
a  glass  of  some  choice  wine,  which  they  are  careftd  to  fill  till  it 
runs  over.  The  first  was  designed  to  show  thdr  love  and  respect ; 
the  latter  to  imply  that  while  they  remained  there,  they  should 
have  an  abundance  of  every  thing.  To  something  of  this  kind 
the  Psalmist  probably  alludes  in  this  passage. 

HAIR  ACCOUNTED  A  GREAT  ORNAMENT  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

2  Sam.  xiv.  26.  He  weighed  the  hair  of  his  head  at  two  hun- 
dred shekels  after  the  hinges  weight]  In  those  days  hair  was 
accounted  a  great  ornament,  and  the  longer  it  was,  the  more  it  was 
esteemed.  In  after  a^es  art  was  used  to  make  it  grow,  and  grow 
thick.  They  also  anomted  their  hair  with  fragrant  oils,  of  myrrh, 
and  cinnamon;  and  then  powdered  it  with  dust  of  gold:  all  which 
made  it  very  ponderous.  Josephus  informs  us,  that  such  ostenta- 
tion was  in  use  amongst  the  Jews :  for.  speaking  of  the  guard 
which  attended  Solomon  with  long  flowing  hair  about  their  shoul- 
ders, he  says,  that  they  scattered  in  their  hair  every  day  little 
particles  of  gold,  which  made  their  hair  shine  and  sparkle  by  the 
reflection  of  the  rays  of  the  sun  upon  it.  These  circumstances 
may  in  some  measure  account  for  the  great  weight  of  Absalom's 
hair.     Patrick,  in  loc. 

Neh.  xiii,  25.  Plucked  off  their  Aair.]  To  cut  off"  the  hair 
of  guilty  persons  seems  to  be  a  punishment  rather  shameful  than 
painful :  yet  it  is  thought  that  pain  was  added  to  disgrace,  and 
that  they  tore  off*  the  hair  with  violence,  as  if  they  were  plucking 
a  bird  alive.  This  is  the  genuine  signification  of  the  Hebrew 
word  used  in  this  passage.     Sometimes  they  put  hot  ashes  on  the 
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skin,  after  they  had  torn  off  the  hair,  to  make  the  pain  the  more 
exquisite :  thus  they  served  adulterers  at  Athens,  as  is  observed  by 
the  Scholiast  in  Aristophanes  in  Nubibus.  This  kind  of  punish- 
ment was  common  in  Persia.  King  Artaxerxes,  instead  of  pluck- 
ing off  the  hair  of  such  of  his  generals  as  had  been  guilty  of  a 
&ulty  obliged  them  to  lay  aside  the  tiara,  says  Plutarch.  (Apoph- 
thegm.) The  emperor  Domitian  caused  the  hair  and  beard  of  the 
philosopher  Apollonius  to  be  shaved.  (Philostrat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  £4i.) 
Calmet's  Diet  Art  Punishment 

Ezra  ix.  3.  And  plucked  off  the  hair  of  my  head.']  In  ordi- 
nary sorrows  they  only  neglected  their  hair,  and  let  it  hang  down 
scattered  in  a  careless  inanner ;  the  practice  mentioned  in  these 
words  was  used  in  bitter  lamentations ;  and  that  also  amongst  the 
heathens.  Thus  Homer,  speaking  of  Ulysses  and  his  companions 
bewailing  the  death  of  Elpenor,  says : 

E^ofAtM  h  trravQa  yom  riXXorro  n  ^(/untf* 

Odt88.  X.fl5. 

They,  sitting  down  there,  howled  and  plucked  off  their  hairs. 

HALL  OF  JUDGMENT  IN  JERUSALEM. 

JoHNxviii.  28.  The  hall  of  judgment.']  The  party  accused, 
when  he  was  upon  his  trial,  stood  in  an  eminent  place  in  the  court, 
that  the  people  might  see  him,  and  hear  what  was  alleged  against 
him,  and  the  defence  made  by  the  criminal.  There  were  two 
notaries  in  court;  one  stood  on  the  right  hand  of  the  judge,  to 
write  the  sentence  of  absolution ;  the  other  stood  on  the  left,  to 
write  the  sentence  of  condemnation.  These  tribunals  were  ex- 
ceeding strict  in  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and  would  not 
admit  their  testimony  before  their  behaviour  and  reputation  were 
inquired  into.  Generally  it  was  a  rule,  that  whoever  gave  a  &lse 
testimony  was  subject  to  the  same  penalty  that  the  person  should 
have  suffered  if  he  had  been  cast  by  his  false  accusation.  No  man 
was  to  be  found  guilty  but  by  two  witnesses  at  least,  and  those  of 
a  competent  age,  of  good  fame,  and  not  convicted  of  ever  having 
given  a  false  testimony ;  it  was  a  law  among  the  Jews,  that  no  man 
was  to  su£fer  his  neighbour  to  perish  in  judgment  when  he  could 
free  him  by  his  testimony.  A(ler  the  cause  had  been  careftiUy 
examined,  and  all  parties  impartially  heard,  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced in  this  manner:  Thou,  Simeon,  art  just  Thou,  Reuben, 
art  guilty.  When  the  sentence  was  delivCTed,  the  witnesses,  if 
the  case  was  capital,  put  their  hands  upon  the  head  of  the  con- 
demned person,  and  said,  thy  blood  be  upon  thy  own  head.  Then 
was  the  malefactor  led  to  execution,  and  no  one  was  allowed 
openly  to  lament  his  misfortune.  The  distance  between  the  court 
of  judicature  and  the  place  of  execution  contributed  often  to  save 
the  life  of  the  criminal ;  for  as  he  was  led  to  be  executed,  a  public 
^  crier  went  before,  saying,  with  an  audible  voice,  such  an  one  is 
*  going  to  be  punished  with  such  a  death,  &c. ;  if  there  be  any  one 
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who  knows  of  any  thing  that  may  be  offered  to  his  advantage  let 
him  come  forth  and  give  his  evidence.  For  this  purpose  a  person 
was  appointed  to  stand  at  the  door  of  the  consistory,  with  an 
handkerchief  or  Unen  cloth  in  his  hand,  and  if  any  one  offered  to 
speak  in  his  defence,  he  who  stood  at  the  door  waved  the  hand- 
kerchief in  the  air,  upon  which  another,  who  was  ready  at  a  small 
distance,  with  a  fleet  horse,  rode  with  all  possible  speed,  and 
called  back  the  condemned  prisoner.  So  tender  were  they  in 
cases  of  blood,  that  if  the  malefactor  could  think  of  any  thing  to 
say  for  his  own  purgation,  he  was  indulged  the  liberty  of  returning 
back  four  or  five  times.  When  the  criminal  came  within  ten 
cubits  of  the  place  of  execution,  two  of  the  scholars  of  the  wise 
men  exhorted  him  to  confess ;  and  afler  giving  him  a  stupifying 
draught,  the  execution  took  place.  Lewis's  Origines  Hebraeae, 
vol.  i,  p.  69. 

haman's  flatteries  proved  his  destruction. 

Esther  v.  12,  Haman  said  moreover^  Yea,  Esther  the  queen 
let  no  man  come  in  with  the  king  unto  the  banquet  that  she  had 
prepared,  but  myself;  and  to  morrow  am  I  invited  unto  her  also 
with  the  king.^  Athenaeus  mentions  it  as  a  peculiar  honour, 
which  no  Grecian  ever  had  before  or  after,  that  Artaxerxes 
vouchsafed  to  invite  Timagoras  the  Cretan  to  dine  even  at  the 
table  where  his  relations  ate,  and  to  send  sometimes  a  part  of  what 
was  served  up  at  his  own :  which  some  persons  looked  upon  as  a 
diminution  of  his  majesty,  and  a  prostitution  of  their  national 
honour.  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of  Artaxerxes,  tells  us,  that  none 
but  the  king's  mother  and  his  real  wife  were  permitted  to  sit  at 
his  table ;  and  therefore  he  mentions  it  as  a  condescension  in  that 
prince,  that  he  sometimes  invited  his  brothers.  So  that  this  par- 
ticular favour  was  a  matter  which  Haman  had  some  reason  to 
value  himself  upon.     Biblical  Researches,  vol.  ii.  p.  199. 

Esther  vii.  8.  jind  Haman  was  fallen  upon  the  bed  whereon 
Esther  was,']  They  sat,  or  rather  lay,  upon  beds,  as  they  eat  and 
drank ;  and  Haman  fell  down  as  a  supplicant  at  the  feet  of  Es- 
ther, laying  his  hand  upon  her  knees,  and  beseeching  her  to  take 
pity  upon  him.  It  was  the  custom  amongst  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  to  embrace-  the  knees  of  those  whom  they  petitioned  to 
be  favourable  to  them.  It  was  indeed  usual  in  their  religious 
worship  to  touch  the  knees  of  their  gods.  Sulpitius  Severus 
apprehends  this  to  have  been  done  by  Haman  in  the  present 
instance.     Patrick,  in  he. 

HANDMAIDS   IN   ANCIENT  TIMES. 

Gen.  xxix.  24.  And  Laban  gave  unto  his  daughter  Leah, 
Zilpah  his  maid,  for  an  handmaid,']  Chardin  observes  that  none 
but  very  poor  people  marry  a  daughter  in  the  East,  without  giving 
her  a  female  slave  for  an  handmaid,  there  being  no  hired  servants 
there  as  in  Europe.     So  Solomon  supposes  they  were  extremely  ' 
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poor  that  had  not  a  servant.     Prov.  xii.  9.     Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  366. 

HAND  OF  GOD  DOES  NOT  ALWAYS  IMPLY  HIS  FAVOUR. 

Nehem.  ii.  8.  And  the  kina  granted  me  according  to  the  good 
hand  of  my  God  upon  me.l  The  hand  is  sometimes  taken  in  an 
ill  sense  for  inflicting  pmiishments,  Ruth  i.  13,  Jer.  xv.  17,  and 
sometimes  in  a  good  sense,  for  we  extend  favours  to  men  with  the 
hand.  Thus  Drusius  explains  Psalm  Ixxxviii.  5,  cut  off  from  thy 
hand,  that  is,  fallen  from  thy  grace  and  favour.  Pindar  (Olymp. 
10)  thus  uses  the  hand  of  God,  for  his  help  and  aid,  Geou  <n)v 
waXafia,  by  the  hand  of  God,  which  the  schohast  interprets,  by  the 
power  and  help  of  God.  Thus  Nehemiah  is  here  to  be  understood. 

HARBINGER  OF  THE  MESSIAH. 

Luke  iii.  4.    The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness.  Prepare 

{fe  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  his  paths  straight,"]  The  roads  which 
ed  to  the  Jewish  cities  of  refuge  were  required  to  be  kept  good, 
that  the  slayer  might  flee  to  them  without  impediment.  The 
rabbis  inform  us,  among  other  circumstances,  that  at  every  cross- 
road was  set  up  an  inscription,  Asylum,  asylum.  Upon  which 
Hottinger  remarks,  that  it  was  probably  in  allusion  to  this  custom 
that  John  the  Baptist  is  described  as  ^^  the  voice  of  one  crying  in 
the  wilderness,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  his  paths 
straight." 

HARLOTS  likened  TO  A  DEEP  PIT. 

Prov.  xxii.  14.  The  mouth  of  strange  women  is  a  deep  pit.] 
Maundrell  (p.  S)  describing  the  passage  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  bassa  of  Aleppo  into  that  of  Tripoli,  tells  us,  that  the  road 
was  rocky  and  uneven,  but  attended  with  variety.  He  says,  "  they 
descended  into  a  low  valley,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  a  fissure 
into  the  earth  of  a  great  depth ;  but  withal  so  narrow,  that  it  is 
not  discernible  to  the  eye  till  you  arrive  just  upon  it,  though  to 
the  ear  a  notice  is  given  of  it  at  a  great  distance,  by  reason  of  the 
noise  of  a  stream  running  down  into  it  from  the  hills.  We  could 
not  guess  it  to  be  less  than  thirty  yards  deep ;  but  it  is  so  narrow 
that  a  small  arch,  not  four  yards  over,  lands  you  on  its  other  side. 
They  call  it  the  sheik's  wife  ;  a  name  given  it  from  a  woman  of 
that  quality,  who  fell  into  it  and  perished."  Probably  Solomon 
might  allude  to  some  such  dangerous  place,  in  comparing  a  whore 
to  a  deep  pit  See  also  Prov.  xxiii.  27.  Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  461. 

EccLES.  vii.  26,  I  find  more  bitter  than  death  the  woman 
whose  heart  is  snares  and  nets,  and  her  hands  as  bands,]  The 
following  insidious  mode  of  robbery  gives  a  very  lively  comment 
upon  these  words  of  Solomon.  The  most  cunning  robbers  in  the 
world  are  in  this  country.  They  use  a  certain  slip  with  a  running 
noose,  which  they  cast  with  so  much  sleight  about  a  man's  neck 
when  they  are  within  reach  of  him,  that  they  never  fail,  so  that 
they  strangle  him  in  a  trice.     They  have  another  curious  trick 


186  ORIENTAL  CUSTOMS. 

to  catch  travellers.  They  send  out  a  handsome  woman  upon  the 
road^  who,  with  her  hair  dishevelled,  seems  to  be  all  in  tears ; 
sighing,  and  complaining  of  some  misfortune  which  she  pretends 
has  befallen  her.  Now,  as  she  takes  the  same  way  as  the  traveller 
goes,  he  easily  falls  into  conversation  with  her,  and  finding  her 
beautiful,  offers  her  his  assistance,  which  she  accepts ;  but  he  hath 
no  sooner  taken  her  up  on  horseback  behind  him,  but  she  throws 
the  snare  about  his  neck,  and  strangles  him,  or  at  least  stuns  him ; 
until  the  robbers  who  lie  hid  come  running  in  to  her  assistance, 
and  complete  what  she  hath  begun."    Thevenot,  part  iii.  p.  41. 

HosEA  iii.  2.  An  homer  of  barley. 1  Chardin  observed  in  the 
East,  that  in  their  contracts  for  their  temporary  wives  (which  are 
known  to  be  fi*equent  there),  there  is  always  the  formality  of  a 
measure  of  com  mentioned,  over  and  above  the  sum  of  money 
which  is  stipulated.  This  will  perhaps  account  for  Hosea's  pur- 
chasing a  woman  of  this  sort  ror  fifteen  pieces  of  silver  and  a 
certain  quantity  of  barley.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  573.    . 

Joel  iii.  3.  And  sold  a  airl  for  wine^  that  they  might  dHnk,\ 
Considered  as  slaves  are  in  the  East,  they  are  sometimes  purchased 
at  a  very  low  price.  Joel  complains  of  the  contemptuous  cheap- 
ness in  which  the  Israelites  were  held  by  those  who  made  them 
captives.  "  They  have  cast  lots  for  my  people,  and  have  given  a 
*  boy  for  an  harlot,  and  sold  a  girl  for  wine,  that  they  might  drink." 
On  this  passage  Chardin  remarks,  that  "  the  Tartars,  Turks,  and 
Cosaques  sell  the  children  sometimes  as  cheap,  which  they  take. 
Not  only  has  this  been  done  in  Asia,  where  examples  of  it  are 
fi*equent ;  our  Europe  has  seen  such  desolations.  When  the  Tar- 
tars came  into  Poland  they  carried  off  all  they  were  able.  I  went 
thither  some  years  after.  Many  persons  of  the  court  assured  me 
that  the  Tartars,  perceiving  that  they  would  no  more  redeem  those 
that  they  had  carried  off,  sold  them  for  a  crown,  and  that  they  had 
purchased  them  for  that  sum.  In  Mingrelia  they  sell  them  for 
provisions,  and  for  wine."    Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  374 

HEALTHINESS  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS  DESCRIBED. 

Dan.  i.  4.  JfellfavouredJ]  Curtius  (Hist.  1.  vi.  c.  5),  says, 
that  in  all  barbarous  or  uncivilized  countries  the  stateliness  of  the 
body  is  held  in  great  veneration :  nor  do  they  think  any  capable  of 
great  services  or  actions,  to  whom  nature  nas  not  vouchsafed  to 
give  a  beautiful  form  and  aspect  It  has  always  been  the  custom 
of  the  eastern  nations  to  choose  such  for  their  principal  officers, 
or  to  wait  on  princes  and  great  personages.  Sir  Paul  Ricaut 
(Present  State  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  b.  i.  c.  5,  p.  13)  observes, 
*^  that  the  youths  that  are  designed  for  the  great  ofiices  of  the 
Turkish  empire  must  be  of  admirable  features  and  pleasing  looks, 
well-shaped  in  their  bodies,  and  without  any  defects  of  nature : 
for  it  is  conceived,  that  a  corrupt  and  sordid  soul  can  scarce 
inhabit  in  a  serene  and  ingenuous  aspect ;  and  I  have  observed, 
not  only  in  the  seraglio,  but  also  in  the  courts  of  great  men,  their 
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personal  attendants  have  been  of  comely  lusty  youths  well-habited, 
deporting  themselves  with  singular  modesty  and  respect  in  the 

Eresence  of  their  masters ;  so  that  when  a  pacha  aga  spahi  travels, 
e   is   always  attended  with   a   comely   equipage,  followed  by 
flourishing  youl^s,  well  clothed  and  mounted,  in  great  numbers.' 

Dan.  i.  15.  And  at  ihB  end  of  ten  days  their  countenances 
appeared  fairer  and  fatter  in  flesh  than  all  the  children  which 
did  eat  the  portion  of  the  hinges  meat.^  It  is  ptobable  that  there 
was  nothing  extraordinary  or  out  of  die  common  way  in  this  cir- 
cumstance. Sir  J.  Chardin  observes,  *^  I  have  remarked  this,  that 
the  countenances  of  the  Kechichs  are  in  fact  more  rosy  and 
smooth  than  those  of  others,  and  that  these  people  who  fast  much, 
I  mean  the  Armenians  and  the  Greeks,  are  notwithstanding  very 
beautiful,  sparkling  with  health,  with  a  clear  and  lively  counte- 
nance.    Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  857. 

♦heathen  superstition. 
Acts  xiv.  1 1.  The  gods  are  come  down  to  us  in  the  likeness  of 
men,']  It  appears  from  numberless  passages  in  the  heathen  wri- 
ters, that  they  suimosed  the  gods  often  descended  in  the  likeness 
of  men.  Thus  Homer  represents  one  of  his  personages  in  the 
character  of  a  suitor,  recommending  hospitality  to  strangers  by 
saying, 

' ^If  in  this  low  disguise 

Wander  perhaps  some  inmate  of  the  skies  : 
They^  (curious  oft  of  mortal  actions)  deig^ 
In  forms  like  these  to  round  the  earth  and  main, 
Jnst  and  unjust  recording  in  their  mind, 
And  with  sure  eyes  inspecting  aU  mankind. 

Odyss.  zvii.  ver.  485. 

This  notion  particularly  prevailed  with  respect  to  Jupiter  and 
Mercury. 

Acts  xiv.  13.  Then  the  priest  of  Jupitery  who  was  before  their 
city  J  brought  oxen  and  garlands  unto  the  gates,  and  would  have 
done  sacrifice  with  the  people,]  It  was  customary  to  build  tem- 
ples to  their  tutelar  deities  in  the  suburbs  of  the  cities,  and  to  set 
up  their  images  before  the  city,  at  the  gates.  According  to  this 
practice,  the  priest  of  that  Jupiter  who  was  esteemed  the  tutelar 
deity  of  the  place,  and  whose  image  was  placed  in  a  temple 
erected  to  him  before  the  city,  brought  oxen  and  garlands  to  oner 
a  sacrifice  to  Barnabas  and  Paul.  They  used  to  crown  both  the 
images  of  their  deities  and  the  victims  they  offered  to  them  with 
chaplets  of  flowers.  The  heathens  considered  their  several 
images,  of  Jupiter  for  instance,  as  so  many  distinct  Jupiters,  that 
is,  as  having  some  spirit  sent  from  the  God,  to  whom  their  wor- 
ship was  ultimately  referred,  to  reside  in  them.  This  circum- 
stance, Bp.  Warburton  observes,  may  account  for  the  dispute 
between  two  Jupiters,  the  Tonans  and  the  Capitolinus,  mentioned 
by  Suetonius.     Doddridg£,  in  loc. 

Acts  xvii.  18.     Others  said,  he  seemeth  to  be  a  setter  forth  of 
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strange  gods.]  The  Romans  were  averse  to  strange  gods,  and 
admitted  of  their  worship  with  great  difficulty.  Dion  Cassius 
says,  that  one  of  the  blackest  crimes  of  Sardanapalus,  was  intro- 
ducing into  Rome  the  worship  of  Heliogabalus.  By  the  law  of 
Athens  no  foreign  god  was  to  be  admitted  till  approved  and  li- 
censed by  the  Areopagus,  which  had  the  sole  power  in  religious 
matters.  The  severest  laws  were  enacted  at  Athens,  and  every 
citizen  commanded,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  worship  the  gods  and 
heroes,  as  the  laws  of  the  city  required:  they  who  observed  not 
the  appointed  ceremonies  were  immediately  dragged  to  the  court 
of  Areopagus.  The  cutting  a  twig  out  of  a  sacred  grove  was  a 
capital  ofifence ;  even  a  fool  has  been  condemned  for  kHling  one  of 
i^sculapius's  sparrows ;  and  a  child  accidentally  taking  up  a  plate 
of  gold,  fallen  from  Diana's  crown,  was  put  to  death  for  sacrilege. 

Acts  xvii.  23.  As  I  passed  by^  and  beheld  your  devotions^  I 
found  an  altar  with  this  inscription^  To  the  unknown  God.]  From 
the  express  testimony  ^f  Lucian,  we  learn  that  there  was  such  an 
inscription  at  Athens.  Whence  it  arose,  or  to  what  it  particularly 
referred  is  difficult  to  say.  Witsius  (Melet  p.  85),  with  Heinsius 
(in  loc.)  understands  it  of  Jehovah,  whose  name,  not  being  pro- 
nounced by  the  Jews  themselves,  might  give  occasion  to  this 
appellation.  Dr.  Welwood  (Prefiwe  to  the  Banquet  of  Xenophon, 
p.  18)  supposes  that  Socrates  reared  this  altar  to  express  his 
devotion  to  the  one  living  and  true  God,  of  whom  the  Athenians 
had  no  notion,  and  whose  incomprehensible  bemg  he  insinuated 
by  this  inscription,  to  be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  their  understand- 
ing, or  his  own.  Hammond  gives  another  explanation  of  the 
circumstance,  which  has  appeared  satisfactory  to  the  learned. 
Diogenes  Laertius,  in  his  me  of  Epimenides,  assures  us,  that  in 
the  time  of  that  philosopher  (about  600  years  before  Christ)  there 
was  a  terrible  pestilence  at  Athens,  in  order  to  avert  which,  when 
non^  of  the  deities  to  whom  they  sacrificed  appeared  able  or 
willing  to  help  them,  Epimenides  advised  them  to  bring  some 
sheep  to  the  Areopa^s,  and  letting  them  loose  from  thence,  to 
follow  them  till  they  lay  down,  and  then  to  sacrifice  them  to  the 
god  near  whose  temple  or  altar  they  then  were.  Now  it  seems 
probable  that  Athens,  not  being  then  so  fiill  of  these  monuments 
of  superstition  as  afterwards,  these  sheep  lay  down  in  places  where 
none  of  them  were  near,  and  so  occasioned  the  rearing  of  what 
the  historian  calls  anonymous  altars  ;  or  altars,  each  of  which  had 
the  inscription,  ayviaana  Occo,  to  the  unknown  God,  meaning 
thereby  the  deity  who  had  sent  the  plague,  whoever  he  were :  one 
of  which  altars  at  least,  however  it  might  have  been  repaired, 
remained  till  St  Paul's  time,  and  long  after. 

Acts  xiv.  12.  And  Paul  Mercury^  because  he  was  chief 
speaker.]  The  Greeks  had  a  custom  of  making  an  oblation  of 
tongues  at  the  conclusion  of  their  sacrifices,  pouring  on  them  a 
libation  of  Mrine.     This  was  to  purge  themselves  from  any  evil 
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'  words  which  they  might  have  uttered ;  or  because  the  tongue  was 

reckoned  the  best  part  of  the  sacrifice,  and  so  reserved  for  the 
completion  of  it :  or  they  offered  the  tongues  to  the  gods,  as  wit- 
nesses of  what  they  had  spoken.  They  offered  the  tongue  to 
Mercury,  because  they  believed  him  the  giver  of  eloquence. 
Upon  this  practice  Dacier  remarks,  that  the  people  feared  lest 
through  wine  and  the  joy  of  the  festival  they  might  have  uttered 
some  words  unbecoming  the  sanctity  of  the  occasion.  By  this 
sacrifice  of  the  tongues  they  signified  that  they  purged  away 
whatever  they  had  spoken  amiss  during  the  festival ;  and  asked 
pardon  of  Mercury,  who  presided  over  discourse,  that  they  might 
not  carry  home  any  uncleanness,  which  might  prevent  the  commu- 
nication of  the  blessings  expected  firom  the  sacrifice. 

Acts  xiv.  13.  Brought  oxen  and  garlands  unto  the  gates."] 
Garlands,  or  crowns,  were  used  in  sacrifices  for  different  purposes. 
Sometimes  they  crowned  the  gods  to  whom  they  sacrificed.  (Ter- 
tul.  de  Corona,  c.  10.)  Sometimes  the  priests  wore  them^  (Pas- 
chalius  de  Coronis,  1.  iv.  c.  13.)  The  altars  also  on  which  they 
offered  sacrifices  were  crowned  with  these  garlands,  as  well  as 
the  sacrifices  themselves.  (Ovid,  de  Tristibus,  1.  iii.  el.  13.)  They 
were  for  the  most  part  made  of  cypress  ;  sometimes  of  the  pine- 
tree;  and  of  other  leaves  and  flowers,  such  as  were  peculiar  to  the 
gods.  Something  similar  to  these  practices  obtained  amongst  the 
Jews  at  the  offering  of  their  first-firuits. 

HEATHENISH   IMMORALITIES. 

1  Pet.  iv.  3.  For  the  time  past  of  our  life  may  suffice  us  to 
have  wrought  the  will  of  the  Oentiles^  when  we  walked  in  lascivi^ 
ousnessj  lusts^  excess  of'wine,  reveUingSy  banquetings^  and  abomi^ 
nable  idolatries.]  Much  of  the  distinguishing  spirit  of  this  pas- 
sage is  lost  when  it  is  understood  as  descriptive  of  the  immoralities 
of  common  life,  and  not  as  giving  an  account  of  the  polluted 
nature  of  what  the  heathens  called  sacred  transactions.  The  first 
word  here  used,  lasciviousness,  refers  to  lewd  practices:  the 
second,  lusts,  to  irritation  of  voluptuous  desire :  the  third,  Otvo- 
^Xvyia,  translated  excess  of  wine,  seems  to  mean  buffoonery  through 
drinking  too  much  wine :  the  other  two  words,  revellings  and  ban- 
quettings,  mean  riotous  and  excessive  eating  and  drinlong. 

HEAVENLY  STATE  ONE  OF  PERFECTION. 

Matt.  xxii.  30.  For  in  the  resurrection  they  neither  marry 
nor  are  given  in  marriage,]  This  declaration  of  Christ  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  opinion  and  practice  of  some  of  the  ancient  idola- 
ters, and  particularly  the  Persians.  From  a  notion  that  married 
people  were  peculiarly  happy  in  a  fiiture  state,  they  used  often  to 
hire  persons  to  be  espoused  to  such  of  their  relations  as  had  died 
in  celibacy.     Richardson^s  Dissert,  on  the  East,  p.  347. 
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HE-GOAT  A  TYPE  OF  THE  MACEDONIAN  EMPIRE. 

Dan.  viii.  5.  An  he-goat.]  A  goat  is  very  properly  made  the 
type  of  the  Grecian  or  Macedonian  empire,  because  the  Mace- 
donians at  firsts  about  £00  years  before  Daniel,  were  denominated 
jEgeetda^  or  the  goafs  people ;  and  upon  this  occasion,  as  heathen 
authors  report :  Caranus,  the  first  king,  going  with  a  great  multi- 
tude of  Greeks  to  seek  new  habitations  in  Macedonia,  was  com- 
manded by  the  oracle  to  take  the  goats  for  his  guides  to  empire ; 
and  afterwards,  seeing  an  herd  of  goats  flying  from  a  violent  storm, 
he  followed  them  to  Edessa,  and  there  fixed  the  seat  of  his  empire, 
made  the  goats  his  ensigns  or  standards,  and  called  the  city  jEgecBy 
or  the  Goats'  Town,  and  the  people  JEgeadte,  or  the  Goats' 
Peojile.  The  city  iEgeae  was  likewise  the  usu^l  burying  place  of 
the  Macedonian  kings.  It  is  also  very  remarkable,  that  Alexan- 
der's son  |jy  Roxana  was  named  Alexander  iEgus,  or  the  son  of 
the  goat ;  and  some  of  Alexander's  successors  are  represented  in 
their  coins  with  goats'  horns.  Bp.  Newton  on  the  Prophecies, 
vol.  ii.  p.  S9. 

HEM  OF  THE  GARMENT  EXPLAINED. 

Matt.  ix.  20.  — the  hem  of  his  garment.']  The  Jewish  mantle 
or  upper  garment  was  considered  as  consisting  of  four  quarters, 
called  in  the  Oriental  idiom  wings.  Every  wing  contained  one 
comer,  whereat  was  suspended  a  tuft  of  threads  or  strings,  which 
they  called  KpatnreSov.  Numb.  xv.  37.  Deut.  xxii.  12.  What 
are  there  called  fringes  are  those  strings,  and  the  four  quarters  of 
the  vesture  are  the  four  corners.  As  in  the  first  of  the  passages 
above  referred  to  they  are  mentioned  as  serving  to  make  them  re- 
member the  commandments  of  the  Lord  to  do  them,  there  was 
conceived  to  be  a  special  sacredness  in  them,  which  must  have 
probably  led  the  woman  to  think  of  touching  that  part  of  his  gar- 
ment, rather  than  any  othel*.  Campbell's  Translation  of  the 
Gospels^  note. 

Matt.  ix.  20.  — and  touched  the  hem  of  his  garment.]  This 
woman  having  probably  been  a  constant  witness  of  the  many  won- 
derful miracles  wrought  by  Christ,  was  convinced  that  he  was  a 
divine  person,  and  that  every  thing  belonging  to  him  was  sacred : 
and  therefore,  as,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  eastern  nations, 
to  kiss  the  fringe  of  any  consecrated  robe  {Arabian  Nights,  vol.  iv. 
p.  236)  was  an  act  of  the  most  profound  reverence,  so  by  touching 
the  hem  of  our  Saviour's  garment  she  was  persuaded  that  she  should 
not  only  pay  him  the  greatest  respect,  but  dispose  him  to  pity  her, 
and  heal  her  disease ;  which  was  instantly  done. 

The  garment  of  Christ,  in  consequence  of  the  humble  appear- 
ance which  he  made  upon  earth,  was  not  ornamented  with  that 
striking  appendage,  which  usually  adorned  the  borders  of  the 
eastern  garments,  a  beautiful  fringe.     Had  his  garment  been  in  the 
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prevailing  fashion  of  the  East,  the  woman,  probably,  would  have 
been  represented  as  touching  the/rtn^6  of  his  garment,  instead  of 
its  hem. 

HERBS  BEING  GATHERED  IN  THE  FIELDS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

2  Kings  iv.  39.  And  one  went  out  into  the  field  to  gather  herhs^ 
To  account  for  this  circumstance,  why  the  herbs  were  ^thered 
in  the  field  and  not  in  the  garden,  it  maybe  observed  fi*om  Russell, 
that  at  Aleppo,  besides  the  herbs  and  vegetables  produced  by  re- 
gularly cultivated  gardens,  the  fields  afford  bugloss,  mallow,  and 
asparagus,  which  they  use  as  pot-herbs,  with  some  others  which 
are  used  in  salads.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  332. 

HERETICS  SELF-CONDEMNED. 

TiTUS  iii.  11.  Knowing  that  he  that  is  such  is  subverted  and 
sinneth^  being  condemned  of  himself.^  ^^  In  order  to  induce  the 
criminal  to  confess  his  crimes,  they  (die  Jews)  said  to  him,  give 
ghry  to  God,  that  is,  confess  the  truth,  and  be  your  own- judge. 
For  the  Jews  were  of  opinion  that  criminals  who  confessed  their 
crimes  would  partake  in  the  happiness  of  a  fiiture  state :  and  there- 
fore they  exhorted  and  pressed  criminals  not  to  draw  down  the 
hatred  of  God,  upon  them,  by  obstinacy  and  stubbornness  in  con- 
cealing their  crimes :  St.  Paul  sometimes  alludes  to  this  custom ; 
as  when  he  says,  happy  is  he  that  condemneth  not  himself  in  that 
thing  which  he  alloweth,  Rom.  xiv.  22,  that  is,  who  being  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  a  thing,  is  not  weak  enough  to  give  testi- 
mony against  himself,  notwithstanding  his  conviction :  and  when 
he  says,  that  a  heretic  is  condemned  of  himself  Titus  iii.  11.*' 
Lamy's  Apparatus  Biblicus,  p.  206. 

HERODIAS'  REQUEST  TO  HAVE  THE  BAPTIST's  HEAD. 

Matt.  xiv.  11.  And  his  head  was  brought  in  a  charger."] 
Similar  instances  of  unfeeling  barbarity  are  to  be  met  with  in  his- 
tory. Mark  Antony  caused  the  heads  of  those  he  had  proscribed 
to  be  brought  to  him  while  he  was  at  table,  and  entertained  his 
eyes  a  long  while  with  that  sad  spectacle.  Cicero's  head  being 
one  of  those  that  was  brought  to  him,  he  ordered  it  to  be  put  on 
the  very  pulpit  where  Cicero  had  made  speeches  against  him. 

herod's  birth-day  kept  with  pomp. 

Matt.  xiv.  6.  When  Herodls  birth-day  was  kept]  The  birth- 
day of  a  prince,  and  the  day  of  his  accession  to  the  throne,  were 
kept  with  great  pomp  amongst  the  Gentiles.  It  was  usual  with 
the  Egyptians,  Gen.  xl.  20,  the  Persians,  (Herodot  1.  i.  c.  133) 
and  the  Romans,  (Plin.  Ep.  1.  ex.  ep.  61)  but  not  with  the  Jews, 
who  reckoned  these  among  the  feasts  of  idolaters. 

HIOH  PLACES  DESTINED  FOR  IDOLATROUS  PRACTICES. 

1  Kings  xxii.  43.  The  hiah  places,]  Many  of  old  worshipped 
upon  hills  and  on  the  tops  of  high  mountains;  imagining  that  they 
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thereby  obtained  a  nearer  communication  with  heaven.  Straba 
says  that  the  Persians  always  perfortned  their  worship  upon  hills. 
Some  nations,  instead  of  an  image,  worshipped  the  hul  as  the 
deity.  In  Japan  most  of  their  temples  are  at  this  day  upon  emi- 
nences; and  often  upon  the  ascent  of  high  mountains;  command- 
ing fine  views,  with  groves  and  rivulets  of  clear  water :  for  they 
say,  that  the  gods  are  extremely  delighted  with  such  high  and 
pleasant  spots.  (Kaempfer^s  Japan,  vol.  ii.  b.  5.)  This  practice 
in  early  time  was  almost  universal;  and  every  mountain  was 
esteemed  holy.  The  people  who  prosecuted  this  method  of  wor- 
ship enjoyed  a  soothing  infatuation,  which  flattered  the  gloom  of 
superstition.  The  eminences  to  which  they  retired  were  lonely 
and  silent ;  and  seemed  to  be  happily  circumstanced  for  contem- 
plation and  prayer.  They  who  fi*equented  them  were  raised  above 
the  lower  world;  and  fancied  that  they  were  brought  into  the 
vicinity  of  the  powers  of  the  air,  and  of  the  deity  who  resided  in 
the  higher  regions.  But  the  chief  excellence  for  which  they  were 
frequented  was,  that  they  were  looked  upon  as  the  peculiar  places 
where  God  delivered  his  oracles.  Holwell's  Mythological  Diet, 
p.  226. 

HIGHWAYS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Isaiah  Ixii.  10.  Cast  up  the  highway.']  The  following  extracts 
will  sufficiently  explain  the  nature  of  these  highways.  Herbert 
says  (p.  170),  "  the  most  part  of  the  night  we  rode  upon  a  paved 
causey,  broad  enough  for  ten  horses  to  go  abreast ;  built  by  extra- 
ordinary labour  and  expense  over  a  part  of  a  great  desert,  which 
is  so  even  that  it  affords  a  large  horizon.  Howbeit,  being  of  a 
boggy  loose  ground  upon  the  smface,  it  is  covered  with  white  salt, 
in  some  places  a  yard  deep,  a  miserable  passage ;  for,  if  either  the 
wind  drive  the  loose  salt  abroad,  whicn  is  l^e  dust,  or  that  by 
accident  the  horse  or  camel  forsake  the  causey,  the  bog  is  not 
strong  enough  to  uphold  them,  but  suffers  them  to  sink  past  all 
recovery." 

^^  The  most  important  and  most  usefiil  monument  of  antiquity 
in  this  country  is  the  causey  built  by  Shah  Abbas  the  Great  about 
the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  which  ruiis  fi*om  Keskar  in  the 
south-west  corner  of  the  Caspian,  by  Astrabad  in  the  south-east 
comer,  and  several  leagues  yet  fiurther,  being  in  all  near  three 
hundred  English  miles.  During  this  period  it  has  hardly  ever 
been  repaired;  it  must  however  be  observed,  that  few  or  no  wheel 
carriages  are  in  use  in  this  country,  so  that  the  pavement  is  yet 
preserved  in  many  places  very  perfect.  In  some  parts  it  is  above 
twenty  yards  broad,  being  raised  in  the  middle,  with  ditches  on 
each  side.  There  are  many  bridges  upon  it,  under  which  water  is 
conveyed  to  the  rice  fields  ;  but  these  are  made  level,  and  do  not 
interrupt  the  prospect."  Han  way's  Travels  in  Persia^  vol.  i. 
p.  198. 
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filNBOO  SACRED  BOOKS  ILLUSTRATE  MQSArC  HISTORY. 

Gen.  ix.  SL  And  he  drank  of  the  wine  and  was  drunken.^ 
Numerous  passages  mi^ht  be  selected  from  the  sacred  books  of 
the  Hindus^  in  which  there  appears  an  extraordinary  coincidence 
with  some  parts  of  the  sacred  scriptures.  It  is  admitted  by  those 
who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  heathen  records,  that  the  simila- 
rity is  not  merely  casual,  but  that  the  facts  and  circumstahces  thus 
detailed  had  been  in  some  way,  however  remote  or  traditional,  de- 
rived from  the  divine  original.  The  following  extract  from  the 
Padma-purdn^  of  which  the  translation  is  minutely  exact,  may 
afford  a  specimen  of  these  conformities,  which  are  strongly  corra* 
borative  of  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic  history*  It  is  evidently  the 
history  of  Noah  and  his  sons  just  after  the  flood. 

1.  "To  Satyavarman,  that  sovereign  of  the  whole  earth,  were 
born  three  sons ;  the  eldest^  Sherma  ;  then  C*harma  ;  and  thirdly, 
Jva'peti  by  name. 

£•  "  I'he^  were  all  men  of  good  morals,  excellent  in  virtue  and 
virtuous  deeds,  skilled  in  the  use  of  weapons  to  strike  vnth  or  to 
be  thrown ;  brave  men,  eager  for  victory  in  battle. 

3.  "  But  Satyavarman,  being  continually  delighted  with  de- 
vout meditation,  and  seeing  his  sons  fit  for  dominion,  laid  upoh 
them  the  burden  of  government. 

4.  "  Whilst  he  remained  honouring  and  satisfying  the  gods,  and 
priests,  and  kine.  One  day,  by  the  act  of  destiny,  tibe  king,  having 
drunk  mead. 

5.  "  Became  senseless,  and  lay  asleep  naked ;  then  was  he  seen 
by  C*harma,  and  by  him  were  his  two  orothers  called. 

6.  *^  To  whom  he  said,  what  now  has  befallen  ?  in  what  state  is 
this  our  sire  ?  By  those  two  was  he  hidden  with  clothes,  and 
called  to  his  senses  again  and  again. 

7.  "  Having  recovered  his  intellect,  and  perfectly  knowing  what 
had  passed,  he  cursed  C'harma,  saying,  thou  shalt  be  the  servant 
of  servants. 

8.  "  And,  since  thou  wast  a  laugher  in  their  presence,  from 
laughter  shalt  thou  acquire  a  name.  Then  he  gave  to  Sherma 
the  wide  domain  on  the  south  of  the  snowy  mountain. 

9.  "  And  to  Jya'peti  he  gave  all  on  the  north  of  the  snowy 
mountain ;  but  he,  by  the  power  of  religious  contemplation,  attain- 
ed supreme  bliss." — Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  iii.  p.  465. 

HINDS  remarkable  FOR  FLEETNESS  OF  FOOT. 

Psalm  xviii.  33.  He  maketh  my  feet  like  hinds^  feet.]  This 
was  reckoned  a  very  honourable  qualification  amongst  the  ancient 
writers,  who,  as  they  generally  fought  on  foot,  were  enabled  by 
their  agility  and  swiftness  speedily  to  run  from  place  to  place,  to 
give  orders,  attack  their  enemies,  defend  their  firiends,  or  for  any 
other  purposes  the  service  might  require  of  them.     Achilles  yrs^a 
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noSag  iOKvg,   swift-footed.      Virgil's  Nisus  is  hyperbolically  de- 
scribed, 

£t  yentis  et  fulminis  ocior  alis.  JEn,  v. 

It  was  one  of  the  warlike  Camilla's  excellences  that  she  was  able 

■     Cursii  pedum  praeveitere  ventos.         JEn,  vii. 

See  also  2  Sam.  i.  23.     1  Chron.  xii.  8. 

HONEY  WHEN  FLOWING  FROM  THE  COMBt 

Psalm  xix.  10.  Sweeter  also  than  honey  and  the  honey-comb.'} 
There  is  no  difference  made  amongst  us  between  the  delicacy  of 
honey  in  the  comb  and  that  which  is  separated  from  it.  From  the 
information  of  Dr.  Halley  concerning  the  diet  of  the  Moors  of 
Barbary,  we  learn  that  they  esteem  honey  a  very  wholesome  break- 
fest,  "  and  the  most  delicious,  that  which  is  in  the  comb,  with  the 
young  bees  in  it,  before  they  come  out  of  their  cases,  whilst  they . 
still  look  milk-white."  (Miscellanea  Curiosa,  vol.  iii.  p.  382.)  The 
distinction  made  by  the  Psalmist  is  then  perfectly  just,  and  con-^. 
formable  to  custom  and  practice,  and  probably,  equally  so  of 
ancient  times. 

HOOF  LEFT  BEHIND. 

ExoDUS  X.  26.  There  shall  not  a  hoof  be  left  behind.]  Bp. 
Patrick  observes,  that  this  was  a  proverbial  speech  in  the  eastern 
countries ;  similar  to  a  saying  amongst  the  Arabians,  which  was 
first  used  about  horses,  and  afterwards  transferred  to  other  things 
— present  money  even  to  a  hoof  that  is,  they  would  not  part  with 
a  horse,  or  any  other  commodity,  till  the  buyer  had  laid  doVn  the 
price  of  it  to  a  farthing. 

HORNS  OF  THE  ALTAR  AN  ASYLUM  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

1  Kings  ii.  28.  And  caught  hold  of  the  horns  of  the  altar,] 
That  it  was  customary  to  fly  to  the  altar  as  to  a  place  of  safety,  is  ^ 
evident  from  this  and  various  other  passages  of  scripture.  It  was 
equally  practised  by  the  Jews  and  other  nations.  With  the  Greeks 
it  certainly  prevailed.  Of  the  altar  of  Jupiter  Hercaeus  it  is  said 
to  one, 

. fly 

To  Jove's  inviolable  altar  nigh.         Odyss,  xxii.  372.     Pope. 

The  altar  mentioned  by  Virgil  was  of  the  same  nature :  to  this 
Priam  fled  at  the  taking  of  Troy.     See  jEn.  ii. 

HORN  OF  THE  UNICORN  ALLUDED  TO. 

PsALM  xcii.  10.  My  horn  shalt  thou  exalt  Uke  the  horn  of  an 
unicorn;  I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil.]  Mr.  Bruce,  after 
having  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  reem  of  scripture  is  the 
rhinoceros,  says,  "the  derivation  of  this  word,  both  in  the  Hebrew 
and  in  the  Ethiopic,  seems  to  be  from  erectness,  or  standing 
straight.  This  is  certainly  no  particular  quality  in  the  animd 
itself,  which  is  not  more,  or  even  so  much  erect  as  many  other ' 
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quadrupeds,  for  in  its  knees  it  is  rather  crooked ;  but  it  is  from 
the  circumstance  and  manner  in  which  his  horn  is  placed.  The 
horns  of  other  animals  are  inchned  to  some  degree  of  parallelism 
with  the  nose  or  os  frontis.  The  horn  of  the  rhinoceros  alone  is 
erect  and  perpendicular  to  this  bone,  on  which  it  stands  at  right 
angles,  thereby  possessing  a  greater  purchase,  or  power,  as  a  lever, 
than  any  horn  could  possibly  have  in  any  other  position. 

"  This  situation  of  the  horn  is  very  happily  alluded  td  in  the 
sacred  writings :  my  horn  shall  thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of  an 
unicorn;  and  the  horn  here  alluded' to  is  not  wholly  figurative,  as 
I  have  already  taken  notice  in  the  course  of  my  history,  but  was} 
really  an  ornament  worn  by  great  men  in  the  days  of  victory,  pre- 
ferment, or  rejoicing,  when  they  were  anointed  with  new,  sweet, 
or  fresh  oil,  a  circumstance  which  David  joins  with  that  of  erect- 
ing the  horn."    (Travels,  vol.  v.  p.  88.) 

HORNS  USED  FOR  ANOINTING  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

1  Sam.  xvi.  1.  Fill  thy  horn  with  oilJ]  It  is  the  custom  of 
Iberia,  Colchis,  and  the  adjacent  country,  where  the  arts  are  little 
practised,  to  keep  liquors  in  horns,  and  to  drink  out  of  them. 
Frobably  the  eastern  horns  had  chains  affixed  to  them,  so  that 
they  might  occasionally  be  hung  up.  If  this  were  the  case,  it  may 
account  for  the  prophet's  supposing  that  drinking  vessels  were 
hung  up.     Isaiah  xxii.  ^4.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  38^ 

HORSE-SHOES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Isaiah  v.  28.  The  hoofs  of  their  horses  ]  "  The  shoeing  of 
horses  with  iron  plates  nailed  to  the  hoof  is  quite  a  modem  prac- 
tice, and  was  unknown  to  the  ancients,  as  appears  from  the  silence 
of  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers,  especially  those  that  treat  of 
horse-medicine,  who  could  not  have  passed  over  a  matter  so  obvi- 
ous, and  of  such  importance,  that  now  the  whole  science  takes  its 
name  from  it,  being  called  by  us  farriery.  The  horse-shoes  of 
leather  and  of  iron,  which  are  mentioned ;  the  silver  and  the  gold 
shoes,  ^vith  which  Nero  and  Poppea  shod  their  mules,  used  occa- 
sionally to  preserve  the  hoofs  of  delicate  cattle,  or  for  vanity,  were 
of  a  very  different  kind ;  they  inclosed  the  whole  hoof,  as  in  a  case, 
or  as  a  shoe  does  a  man's  foot,  and  were  bound  or  tied  on.  For 
this  reason  the  strength,  firmness,  and  solidity  of  a  horse's  hoof 
was  of  much  greater  importance  with  them  than  with  us,  and  was 
esteemed  one  of  the  first  praises  of  a  fine  horse.  For  want  of  this 
artificial  defence  to  the  foot,  which  our  horses  have,  Amos  (vi.  \2) 
speaks  of  it  as  a  thing  as  much  impracticable  to  make  horses  mil 
upon  a  hard  rock,  as  to  plough  up  the  same  rock  withjoxen.  These 
circumstances  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  in  order  to  give  us 
a  full  notion  of  the  propriety  and  force  of  the  image  by  which  the 
prophet  sets  forth  the  strength  and  excellence  of  the  Babylonish 
cavalry,  which  made  a  great  part  of  the  strength  of  the  Assyrian 
army."    Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc* 
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HOUR  OF  PRAYER  AT  THE  TEMPLE. 

Acts.  iiL  1.  The  hour  of  prayer  i^  The  Jews  had  stated  hours 
both  for  pubUc  and  private  prayer.  It  was  Daniel's  custom  to 
pray  three  times  a  day,  Dan.  vi.  lOj,  and  this  was  also  the  practice 
of  David,  Psalm  Iv.  17.  From  hence  we  learn  not  only  how  fre- 
quently, but  at  what  times  of  the  day  that  duty  was  commonly 
performed.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  morning  and  even- 
ing prayers  were  at  the  time  of  offering  the  morning  and  evening 
sacrifice,  that  is,  at  the  third  find  ninth  hour :  and  the  noon  prayer 
was  at  the  sixth  hour,  or  twelve  o'clock.  We  find  in  scripture  no 
express  institution  of  the  stated  hours  of  prayer.  The  Jews  say 
they  received  them  from  the  patriarchs  ;  the  first  hour  from  Abra- 
ham ;  the  second  from  Isaac ;  and  the  third  from  Jacob. 

From  the  Jews  the  Mahometans  have  borrowed  their  hours  of 
prayer,  enlarging  the  number  of  them  from  three  to  five ;  which  all 
Mussulmans  are  bound  to  observe.  The  first  is  in  the  morning 
before  sun-rise :  the  second  when  noon  is  past,  and  the  sun  begins 
to  decline  from  the  meridian :  the  third  in  the  afternoon,  before 
sun-set :  the  foiuih  in  the  evening  after  sun-set,  and  before  the  day 
is  shut  in :  the  fifth  aft^r  the  day  is  shut  in,  and  before  the  first 
watch  of  the  night.  To  these  some  of  their  devotees  add  two  more, 
the  first  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  day  is  shut  in,  and  the  other 
at  midnight;  but  these  are  looked  upon  as  voluntary  services, 
practised  in  imitation  of  Mahomet's  example,  but  not  enjoined  by 
nis  law.     See  Salens  Kofan^  Prelim,  I>is.  sect.  iv.  p.  107. 

HOUSE-TOPS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  DESCRIBED. 

Isaiah  xxii.  1.  Thou  art  wholly  gone  up  to  the  house-tops,^ 
The  houses  in  the  East  were  in  ancient  times  as  they  are  still 
generally,  built  in  one  and  the  same  uniform  manner.  The  roof 
or  top  of  the  house  is  always  flat,  covered  with  broad  stones,  or  a 
strong  plaster  of  terrace,  and  guarded  on  every  side  with  a  low 
parapet  wall.  (Deut.  xxii.  8.)  The  terrace  is  frequented  as  much 
as  any  part  of  the  house.  On  this,  as  the  season  favours,  they 
walk,  they  eat,  they  sleep,  they  transact  business  (1  Sam.  ix.  25\ 
and  they  perform  their  devotions.  (Acts  x.  9.)  The  house  is  built 
with  a  court  within,  into  which  chiefly  the  windows  open  ;  those 
that  open  to  the  street  are  so  obstructed  with  lattice-work,  that  no 
one  either  without  or  within  can  see  through  them.  Whenever 
therefore  any  thing  is  to  be  seen  or  heard  in  the  streets,  every  one 
immediately  goes  up  to  the  house-top  to  satisfy  his  curiosity.  In 
the  same  manner,  when  any  one  had  occasion  to  make  any  thing 
public,  the  readiest  and  most  efiectual  way  of  doing  it,  was  to  pro- 
claim it  from  the  house-tops  to  the  people  in  the  streets.  (Matt.  x. 
27.)    Bp.  Lowth,  in  he, 

-    houses  op  wicked  men  desecrated. 
Ezra  vi.  11.     Aiid  let  his  house  be  made  a  dunghill  for  this,^ 
Thus  the  Romans  pulled  down  the  houses  of  very  wicked  men, 
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for  their  greater  disgrace  s  of  this  we  have  instances  in  Sp»  Cassius 
and  Ovidius  PoUio. 

DAn.  ii.  6«  Your  houses  shall  be  made  a  dunghilLl  This  was 
a  common  practice  among  the  Romans.  When  any  person  was 
found  plotting  against  the  government^  or  guilty  of  treason^  they 
were  not  only  capitally  punished^  but  ^  their  houses  were  pulled 
down,  or  the  names  of  them  changed.  Thiis  the  house  of  Caius 
Cassius  was  pulled  down  for  his  affectation  of  government,  and  for 
treason ;  and  that  of  M,  Manlius  Capitolinus,  who  was  inspected 
of  seizing  the  government,  after  he  was  thrown  down  from  the 
rock,  was  made  a  mint  of.  That  of  Spurius  Melius,  for  the  same 
crime,  after  he  had  suffered,  was  by  reproach  caHled  jEquimelium, 
Other  instances  are  mentioned  in  Alex,  ab  Alex.  GeniaL  Dier. 
1.  iii.  c.  23.     See  2  Kings  x.  27. 

HOUSEHOLD  OF  FAITH  EXPLAINED. 

Eph.  ii.  19.  Ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners ^  but 
fellow-citizens  with  the  saints^  and  of  the  household  of  God,'\ 
The  proselytes  who  joined  themselves  to  the  God  of  Israel,  were 
by  the  Jews  and  by  the  scriptures  styled  strangers.  He  that  only 
took  upon  him  to  worship  the  true  God,  and  observe  the  precepts 
of  Noah,  was  Ger  Toshab,  a  stranger  permitted  to  dwell  among 
them,  and  to  worship  in  the  court  of  the  Gentiles.  He  that  was 
circumcised,  and  became  obedient  to  the  law  of  Moses,  was  Oer 
Tzedek^  a  proselyte  of  righteousness  :  but  both  were  called  stran- 
gers according  to  the  maxim  of  the  Jews :  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  are  called  strangers  before  the  God  of  Israel ;  but  the  Jews 
are  said  to  be  near  to  him.  But  now,  according  to  the  language 
of  the  apostle,  there  is  no  such  difference,  the  believing  Gentile 
bein^  equally  admitted  with  believing  Jews,  to  the  privileges  of 
the  New  Jerusalem,  and  equally  rekted  to  God  as  part  of  his 
family.     Whitby,  in  loc. 

HOUSELESS  SHELTER  IN  THE  EAST. 

Job  xxiv.  8. '  They  are  wet  with  the  showers  of  the  mountains, 
and  embrace  the  rock  for  want  of  a  shelter,^  This  exactly  agrees 
Mrith  what  Niebuhr  says  of  the  modern  wandering  Arabs  near 
mount  Sinai.  {Voyage  en.  Arabie,  tom.  i.  p.  187.)  "  Those  who 
cannot  afford  a  tent,  spread  out  a  cloth  upon  four  or  six  stakes  ; 
and  others  spread  their  cloth  near  a  tree,  or  endeavour  to  shelter 
themselves  from  the  heat  and  the  rain  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks." 

HUMAN  BEINGS  OFFERED  IN  SACRIFICE. 

2  Kings  iii.  27.  He  took  his  eldest  son  and  offered  him  for  a 
burnt  offering.]  Sir  John  Shore  (now  Lord  Teignmouth),  in  a 
paper  concerning  some  extraordinary  customs  x)f  the  Hindoos, 
mentions  a  practice  called  dherna,  formerly  very  common  at 
Benares.  "  ft  is  used  by  the  br^hmens  in  that  city  to  gain  a  point 
which  cannot  be  accomplished  by  any  other  means.     The  progress 
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is  as  follows :  the  brahmen  who  adopte  this  expedient  for  the  pur- 
pose mentioned,  proceeds  to  the  door  or  house  of  the  person  against 
whom  it  is  directed,  or  wherever  he  may  most  conveniently  inter- 
cept liim :  he  there  sits  down  in  dherna,  with  poison,  or  a  poig- 
nard,  or  some  other  instrument  of  suicide  in  his  hand,  and  threat- 
ening to  use  it  if  his  adversary  should  attempt  to  molest  or  pass  him, 
he  thus  completely  arrests  him.  In  this  situation  the  brahmen 
fasts,  and  by  the  rigour  of  the  etiquette,  which  is  rarely  infringed^ 
the  unfortunate  object  of  his  arrest  ought  to  fast  also ;  and  thus 
they  both  remain  until  the  institutor  of  the  dherna  obtains  satis- 
faction. In  this,  as  he  seldom  makes  the  attempt  without  resolu- 
tion to  persevere,  he  rarely  fails ;  for  if  the  party  thus  arrested 
were  to  suffer  the  brahmen  sitting  in  dherna  to  perish  by  hunger, 
the  sin  would  for  ever  lie  upon  his  head.*'  f Asiatic  Reseiu-ches, 
vol.  iv.  p.  344.)  This  custom  is  there  exemplined  by  a  remarkable 
instance  in  which  it  was  practised.  The  reason  why  the  king  of 
Moab  offered  his  son  on  the  wall  was  to  represent  to  the  attacking 
armies  to  what  straits  they  had  reduced  him.  If  any  practice  of  a 
nature  similar  to  that  of  the  dherna  formerly  prevailed,  we  may 
suppose  that  the  king  of  Moab  did  not  in  this  case  merely  implore 
assistance  from  his  gods  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  son,  but  took  this 
method  of  terrifying  his  adversaries,  after  his  own  personal  valour 
had  proved  ineffectual  to  deliver  himself  and  his  country. 

2  Kings  iiL  27.  Then  he  took  his  eldest  son  that  should  have 
reigned  in  his  steady  and  offered  him  for  a  burnt-offering  upon  the 
wallJ]  In  great  distress  several  persons,  like  the  king  of  Moab, 
have  offerea  their  own  children  upon  their  altars.  Eusebius 
{Pr<epar.  Evang.  lib.  5),  and  Lactantius  {Div.  Instil,  cap.  21), 
mention  several  nations  who  used  these  sacrifices.  Caesar  {De 
Bello  GallicOi  lib.  6)  says  of  the  Gauls,  that  when  they  were 
afflicted  with  grievous  diseases,  or  in  time  of  war,  or  great  danger, 
they  either  offered  men  for  sacrifices,  or  vowed  they  would  offer 
them.  For  they  imagined  God  would  not  be  appeased,  unless  the 
life  of  a  man  were  rendered  for  the  life  of  a  man. 

2  Kings  xxi.  11.  Manasseh  king  of  Judah  hath  done  thes^ 
abominations,  and  hath  done  wickedly  above  all  that  the  Amorites 
didJ]  Bodin  informs  us  fi:om  Maimonides,  that  it  was  customary 
among  the  Amorites  to  draw  their  new-bom  children  through 
a  flame ;  believing  that  by  this  means  they  would  escape  many  ca- 
lamities ;  and  that  Maimonides  himself  had  been  an  eye-witness  of 
this  superstition  in  some  of  the  nurses  of  Egypt. 

MicAH  vi.  7.  Shall  I  give  my  Jirst-born  for  my  transgression  .^] 
This  actually  was  the  practice  of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida.  The 
ceremony  was  always  performed  in  the  presence  of  one  of  those 
princes  or  caciques,  whom  they  call  paraoustis.  The  victim  must 
always  be  a  male  infant  The  mother  of  it  covers  her  face,  and 
weeps  and  groans  over  the  stone,  against  which  the  child  is  to 
be  dashed  in  pieces.     The  women  who  accompany  her  sing  and 
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dance  in  a  circle,  while  another  woman  stands  up  in  the  middle  of 
the  ring,  holding  the  child  in  her  arms,  and  shewing  it  at  a  dis- 
tance to  the  paraousti ;  who  probably  is  esteemed  a  representative 
of  the  sun,  or  deity  to  which  the  victim  is  offered;  after  which  the 
sacrifice  is  made.  '*  The  Peruvians  of  quality,  and  those  too  of 
mean  sort,  would  sacrifice  their  first-bom  to  redeem  their  own  life, 
when  the  priest  pronounced  that  they  were  mortally  sick."  Morels 
Explanation  of  Grand  Mystery^  p.  86.  And  as  the  king  of 
M oab  when  in  distress  took  his  first-bom  son,  that  should  have 
reigned  in  his  stead,  and  offered  him  for  a  burnt-offering,  2  Kings  iii. 
27,  so  "  Hacon  king  of  Norway  offered  his  son  in  sacrifice,  to 
obtain  of  Odin  the  victory  over  his  enemy  Harold.  Aune  king  of 
Sweden  devoted  to  Odin  the  blood  of  his  nine  sons,  to  prevail  on 
that  god  to  prolong  his  life."  See  Maillett's  Northern  Antu 
quitiesf  vol.  i.  p.  134. 

HUMAN  BODIES  EATEN  BY  DOGS  IN  ASIA. 

1  Kings  xxi*  23.  The  dogs  shall  eat  JezeheL"]  Mr.  Bruce, 
when  at  Gondar,  was  witness  to  a  scene  in  a  great  measure  similar 
to  the  devouring  of  Jezebel  by  dogs.  He  says,  "  the  bodies  of 
those  killed  by  the  sword  were  newn  to  pieces,  and  scattered  about 
the  streets,  being  denied  burial.  I  was  miserable,  and  almost 
driven  to  despair,  at  seeing  my  hunting-dogs,  twice  let  loose  by  the 
carelessness  of  my  servants,  bringing  into  the  court-yard  the  heads 
and  arms  of  slaughtered  men,  and  which  I  could  no  way  prevent, 
but  by  the  destruction  of  the  dogs  themselves."  He  also  adds, 
that  upon  being  asked  by  the  king  the  reason  of  his  dejected  and 
sickly  appearance,  among  other  reasons,  he  informed  him,  "  it  was. 
occasioned  by  an  execution  of  three  men,  which  he  had  lately 
seen ;  because  the  hyaenas,  allured  into  the  streets  by  the  quantity 
of  carrion,  would  not  let  him  pass  by  night  in  safety  from  the 

Ealace,  and  because  the  dogs  fled  into  his  house,  to  eat  pieces  of 
uman  carcases  at  their  leisure."  Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  81«  This* 
account  illustrates  also  the  readiness  of  the  dogs  to  lick  the  blood 
of  Ahab,  1  Kings  xxii.  38,  in  perfect  conformity  to  which  is  the 
expression  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  xv.  3,  /  will  appoint  over 
them  the  sword  to  slay,  and  the  dogs  to  tear.  /  .^ 

Psalm  cxli.  7.  Our  bones  are  scattered  at  the  gravels  mouthJ]  ^^-*^  ^"> 
Whether  this  expression  was  designed  to  be  understood  literally  ,;^*^  .^^^^ 
or  figuratively,  Mr.  Bruce  relates  a  circumstance  which  shews  that 
it  might  be  literally  verified.  "  At  five  o'clock  we  left  Garigana, 
our  journey  being  still  to  the  eastward  of  north,  and  at  a  quarter 
past  six  in  the  evening  arrived  at  the  village  of  that  name,  whose 
inhabitants  had  all  perished  with  hunger  the  year  before,  their 
wretched  bones  being  all  unburied,  and  scattered  upon  the  surface 
of  the  ground  where  the  village  formerly  stood.  We  encamped 
among  the  bones  of  the  dead;  no  space  could  be  found  free  from 
them."     {Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  84©.)     To  the  Jews  such  a  spectacle 
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must  have  been  very  dreadful^  as  the  want  of  burial  was  estetaied 
one  of  the  greatest  calamities  which  could,  befal  them. 

nUNTINO  A  PARTRIDGE. 

1  Sam.  xxvi.  SO*  Hunt  a  partridge."]  The  account  ^ven  by 
Dr.  Shaw  {Travels,  p.  236),  of  the  manner  of  hunting  partridges 
and  other  birds  by  the  Arabs,  affords  an  excellent  comment  on 
these  words:  ^^The  Arabs  have  another,  though  a  more  laborious 
method  of  catching  these  birds ;  for  observing  that  they  become 
languid  and  fatigued  after  they  have  been  hastily  put  up  twice  or 
thrice,  they  immediately  run  in  upon  them,  and  knock  them  down 
with  their  zerwattys,  or  bludgeons,  as  we  should  call  them."  It 
was  precisely  in  this  manner  that  Saul  hunted  David,  coming 
hastily  upon  him,  and  putting  him  up  from  time  to  time,  in  hopes 
that  he  should  at  length,  by  frequent  repetitions  of  it,  be  able  to 
destroy  him.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p,  318* 

HYPOCRITES  AMONG  THE  APOSTOLIC  CHURCHES. 

JuDE  4.  For  tliere  are  certain  men  crept  in  unawares,  who 
were  before  of  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation,']  Those  who 
were  summoned  before  the  courts  of  judicature,  were  said  to  be 
TTpoytypafifitvoi  «c  Kpimv,  because  they  were  cited  by  posting  up 
their  names  in  some  public  place,  and  to  these  judgment  was  pub- 
lished or  declared  in  writing.  Elsnar  remarks,  that  the  Greek 
writers  apply  the  term  irpoytypaiifitvovq,  to  those  whom  the 
Romans  called  proscriptos,  or  proscribed,  t .  e,  whose  names  were 
posted  up  in  writing  in  some  public  place,  as  persons  doomed  to 
die,  with  a  reward  offered  to  whoever  would  kill  them.  He  says 
also,  that  those  persons  who  are  spoken  of  by  St  Jude,  as  before 
of  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation,  must  not  only  give  an  account 
to  God  for  their  crimes,  and  are  liable  to  his  judgment,  but  are 
destined  to  the  punishment  they  deserve,  as  victims  of  the  divine 
anger. 

HYPOCRITICAL  MOCKERS  OFTEN  FOUND  WHERE  THERE  IS 

.  FEASTING. 

Psalm  xxxv.  16.  With  hypocritical  mockers  in  feasts,]  This 
may  probably 'refer  to  some  of  Saul's  courtiers,  who  were  parasites 
and  flatterers,  and  made  it  their  business  at  Saul's  table  and  in 
their  banquetings  to  mock  at  David.  They  were  hypocritical 
mockers  of  or  for  a  piece  of  bread,  as  it  may  be  rendered :  the 
same  word  is  used  for  a  pasty  or  cake,  and  for  flatterers :  they 
used  at  their  feasts  to  throw  a  pasty  baked  with  honey  to  parasites. 
WeEmse's  Christ.  Syn.  1.  i.  c.  6,  p.  200. 

idolatrous  LIBATIONS. 

Jer^  xliv.  17.  To  pour  out  drink-offerings,]  When  the  ancient 
idolaters  made  their  libations,  they  usually  filled  the  cup  entirely 
full,  and  crowhed  it  with  flowers.     Servius  on  t}ie  first  book  of  the 
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iSneid  says^  antiqui  coronabant  poculaf  et  sic  libabant,  tfie 
ancients  crowned  thev  cups  (with  flowers)  and  then  made  libations. 
Thus  Virgil,  speaking  of  Anchises,  says. 

Magnum  eratera  coronii 
Induit,  implevitque  mero* 

He  adorned  the  great  cup  with  a  crown  (of  flowei:?)  and  filled  it 
with  wine.     See  also  Horace,  b.  iii.  Od.  13, 1,  2. 

IDOLATROUS  WORSHIP  BY  BOWING  THE  KNEE. 

1  Kings  xix.  18.  All  the  knees  that  have  not  bowed  to  Baal, 
and  every  mouth  that  hath  not  kissed  Am.]  Bowing  the  knee  was 
an  act  of  worship,  and  so  was  kissing  the  idol.  This  was  done 
two  ways:  either  by  applying  their  mouth  immediately  to  the 
image,  or  kissing  their  hiand  before  the  image,  and  then  stretching 
it  out,  and  as  it  were,  throwing  the  kiss  to  it.  Salmaaius  says, 
that  such  kisses  were  called  labrata  oscula^  and  fi'om  hence  came 
the  phrases  osculajacere^  and  basia  jactare^  and  manu  venerari, 
and  manu  sahtare.  Pliny  also  says,  in  adorando  dextram  ad 
oscuhim  referimusy  totum  corpus  circumagimus.  When  we  wor^ 
ship,  we  kiss  our  hand,  and  turn  about  our  whole  body. 

EzEKiEL  viii^  17.  They  put  the  branch  to  their  noseJ]  This 
expression  undoubtedly  alludes  to  some  particular  ceremony  be- 
longing to  their  idolatrous  worship.  Mr.  Lowth  (on  the  prophets) 
says,  the  words  may  refer  to  a  custom  among  the  idolaters  of  de-* 
dicating  a  branch  of  laurel,  or  some  other  tree,  to  the  honour  of 
the  sun,  and  carrying  it  in  their  hands  at  the  time  of  their  worship. 
Lewis  {Origines  Hebrasas,  vol.  iii.  p.  4)  observes,  that  the  most  rea- 
sonable  exposition  is,  that  the  worshipper,  with  a  wand  in  his 
hand,  would  touch  the  idol,  and  then  apply  the  stick  to  his  nose 
and  mouth,  in  token  (^worship  and  adoration. 

IDOLS  CARRIED  INTO  CAPTIVITY. 

Isaiah  xlvi.  S.  Themselves  are  gone  into  captivitgJ]  It  was  a 
custom  among  the  heathens  to  carry  in  triumph  the  images  of  the 
gods  of  such  nations  as  they  had  vanquished.  Isaiah  prophecies 
of  Cyrus,  that  in  this  manner  he  would  treat  the  gode  of  Babylon : 
"  Bel  boweth  down,  Nebo  stoopeth ;  their  idols  are  laid  upon  the 
beasts  and  upon  the  cattle,  and  themselves  are  gone  into  captivity.'* 
Daniel  foretels  of  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  that  he  would  carry  cap^ 
tive  into  Egypt  the  gods  of  the  Syrians,  with  their  princes,  ch.  xi. 
yer.  8,  and  the  like  predictions  are  to  be  met  with  in  Jer.  xlviii.  7, 
and  in  Amos  i.  15.  We  need  less  wonder,  therefore,  that  we  find 
Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Marcellus  telling  us,  that  he  took  away, 
out  of  the  temple  of  Syracuse,  the  most  beautiful  pictures  and  sta- 
tues of  their  gods ;  and  that  afterwards  it  became  a  reproach  to 
Marcellus,  and  raised  the  indignation  of  other  nations  against 
Rome,  that  he  carried  along  with  him,  not  men  only,  but  the  very 
gpds,  captive  and  in  triumph,     Saurin,  vol.  iv.  Dissert,  24. 
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idols'  temples  described. 
1  Cor.  viii.  10.  For  if  any  man  see  thee  who  hast  knowledge 
sit  at  meat  in  the  idoVs  temple.^  Tables  were  common  moveables 
in  idol  temples ;  and  they  were  used  to  eat  at  after  the  sacrifices 
were  over.  The  apostle  Paul  forbids  Christians  to  eat  on  such 
occasions  and  in  such  places. 

ILLUSTRATION  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  MESSIAH. 

Isaiah  1.  6.  /  gave  my  hack  to  the  smiters,  and  my  cheeks  to 
them  that  plucked  off  the  hair,  I  hid  not  my  face  from  shame  and 
fitting.]  Mr.  Hanway  has  recorded  a  scene  differing  little,  if  at 
all,  from  that  alluded  to  by  the  prophet  "  A  prisoner  was  brought, 
who  had  two  large  logs  of  wood  fitted  to  the  small  of  his  leg,  and 
rivetted  together ;  there  was  also  a  heavy  triangular  collar  of  wood 
about  his  neck«  The  general  asked  me,  if  that  man  had  taken  my 
goods.  I  told  him,  I  did  not  remember  to  have  seen  him  before. 
He  was  questioned  some  time,  and  at  length  ordered  to  be  beaten 
with  sticks,  which  was  performed  ^  two  soldiers  with  such  seve- 
rity as  if  they  meant  to  kill  him.  The  soldiers  were  then  ordered 
to  spit  in  his  face,  an  indignity  of  great  antiquity  in  the  East. 
This,  and  the  cutting  off  beards,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
mention,  brought  to  my  mind  the  sufierings  recorded  in  the  pro- 
phetical history  of  our  Saviour.     Isaiah  1.  6. 

*'  Sadoc  Aga  sent  prisoner  to  Astrabad — ^his  beard  was  cut  off; 
his  face  was  rubbed  with  dirt,  and  his  eyes  cut  out.  Upon  his 
speaking  in  pathetic  terms  with  that  emotion  natural  to  a  daring 
spirit,  the  general  ordered  him  to  be  struck  across  the  mouth  to 
silence  him ;  which  was  done  with  such  violence  that  the  blood 
issued  forth."    IVavels,  vol.  i.  p.  897. 

IMAGES  TERMED  BLIND  AND  LAME. 

2  Sam.  v.  6 — 8.  Wherefore  they  said,  the  blind  and  the  lame 
shall  not  come  into  tlie  hottseJ\  Mr.  Gregory  (Works,  p.  89)  ob- 
serves, that  it  was  customary  in  almost  every  nation,  at  the  found- 
ing of  a  city,  to  lay  up  an  image  magically  consecrated,  (or  talis- 
man), in  some  retired  part  of  it,  on  which  the  security  of  the  place 
was  to  depen4«  The  Knowledge  of  this  practice  he  supposes  will 
clearly  illustrate  the  passage  now  referred  to. 

Several  Jewish  writers  agree  that  the  blind  and  lame  were 
images,  and  that  these  epithets  were  bestowed  on  them  in  derision. 
Psalm  cxv.  5,  7.  They  were  of  brass,  and  are  said  to  have  had 
inscriptions  upon  them.  They  were  set  up  in  a  recess  of  the  fort. 
Though  in  scorn  called  the  blind  and  the  lame,  yet  they  were  so 
surely  entrusted  with  the  keeping  of  the  place,  that  if  they  did  not 
hold  it  out,  the  Jebusites  said,  they  should  not  come  into  the 
house  :  that  is,  they  would  never  again  commit  the  safety  of  the 
fort  to  such  palladia  as  these. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  GUIDES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Numb.  x.  31.     Thou  may  est  he  to.  us  instead  of  eyes>]     The 
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importance  of  a  guide  in  traversing  the  deserts  must  be  evident^ 
when  we  peruse  the  following  extract  ifrom  Bruce's  Traveb  (vol,  iv. 
p.  586),  "  A  hyheer  is  a  guide,  from  the  Arabic  word  hubhar,  to 
inform,  instruct,  or  direct,  because  they  are  used  to  do  this  office 
to  the  caravan  travelling  through  the  desert  in  all  its  directions, 
whether  to  Egypt  and  back  again,  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea^  or  the 
countries  of  Sudan,  and  the  western  extremities  of  Africa.  They 
are  men  of  great  consideration,  knowing  perfectly  the  situation  and 
properties  of  all  kinds  of  water  to  be  met  on  flie  route,  the  dis- 
tances of  wells,  whether  occupied  by  enemies  or  not,  and  if  so,  the 
way  to  avoid  them  with  the  least  inconvenience.  It  is  also  neces- 
sary to  them  to  know  the  places  occupied  by  the  simoom,  and  the 
seasons  of  their  blowing  in  these  parts  of  the  desert;  likewise 
those  occupied  by  moving  sands.  He  generally  belongs  to  some 
powerful  tribe  of  Arabs  inhabiting  these  deserts,  whose  protection 
he  makes  use  of  to  assist  his  caravans,  or  protect  them  in  time  of 
danger,  and  handsome  rewards  are  always  in  his  power  to  distri- 
bute on  such  occasions  :  but  now  that  the  Arabs  in  these  deserts 
are  every  where  without  government,  the  trade  between  Abyssinia 
and  Cairo  given  over,  that  between  Sudan  and  the  metropolis  much 
diminished,  the  importance  of  the  office  of  hybeer,  and  its  con- 
sideration, is  fallen  in  proportion,  and  with  these  the  safe  conduct." 

IMPOSITION  OF  HANDS  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Gen.  xlviii.  14.  And  Israel  stretched  out  his  right  hand,  and 
laid  it  upon  Ephraim's  head.'\  Imposition  of  hands  was  a  Jewish 
ceremony,  introduced^  not  by  any  divine  authority,  but  by  custom: 
it  being  the  practice  among  those  people  whenever  they  prayed  to 
God  for  any  person,  to  lay  their  hands  on  his  head.  Our  Saviour 
observed  tl^  same  custom,'  both  when  he  conferred  his  blessing  on 
children,  and  when  he  healed  the  sick,  adding  prayers  to  the  cere- 
mony. The  apostles  likewise  laid  hands  on  those  upon  whom 
they  bestowed  the  Holy  Ghost  The  priests  observed  the  same 
custom  when  any  one  was  received  into  their  body.  And  the 
apostles  themselves  underwent  the  imposition  of  hands  afresh, 
every  time  they  entered  upon  any  new  design.  In  the  ancient 
church  imposition  of  hands  was  even  practised  on  persons  when 
they  married,  which  custom  the  Abyssinians  still  observe. 

IMPRISONMENT  TERRIBLE  IN  THE  EAST. 

Matt,  xviii.  34.  And  his  lord  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him 
to  the  tormentors,^  Imprisonment  is  a  much  greater  punishment 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  world  than  here ;  state  criminals  espe- 
cially, when  condemned  to  it,  are  not  only  forced  to  submit  to  a 
very  mean  and  scanty  allowance,  but  are  frequently  loaded  with 
clogs,  or  yokes  of  heavy  wood,  in  which  they  cannot  either  lie  or 
sit  at  ease ;  and  by  frequent  scourgings,  and  sometimes  by  racking, 
are  quickly  brought  to  an  untimely  end.  (See  Samedo's  China, 
p.  225.)  To  this  there  is  probably  a  reference  here.  Doddridge, 
in  loc. 
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INAUGURAL  ACCLAMATIONS  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  X.  9A.  All  the  people  shouted  and  said,  God  save  the 
king."]  The  acclamations  of  the  people  attended  the  ceremony  of 
the  inauguration  of  the  Jewish  kings.  This  fully  appears  in  the 
case  of  Saul,  and  also  of  Solomon :  for  when  Zadok  anointed  him 
king,  ''  they  blew  the  trumpet,  and  said,  God  save  king  Solomon," 
1  Kings  i.  39. 

INCEST  A  HIGH  CRIME  AMONG  THE  JEWS; 

Gen.  xlix.  3,  4.  Meubeny  thou  art  my  first-born ; — thou  shalt 
not  excels  because  thou  wentest  up  to  thy  father^ s  bed^  In  the 
following  extract  we  find  a  similar  punishment  ordered  for  an 
ofience  similar  to  that  of  Reuben.  ^'  Notwithstanding  that  long 
continued  custom  there,  for  the  eldest  son  to  succeed  the  father  in 
that  great  empire,  (of  the  Mogul)  Achabar  Shah,  father  of  the  late 
king,  upon  high  and  just  displeasure  taken  against  his  son,  for 
climbing  up  unto  the  bed  of  Anarkalee,  his  father's  most  beloved 
wife,  and  for  other  base  actions  of  his,  which  stirred  up  his  father's 
high  displeasure  against  him,  resolved  to  break  that  ancient  cus- 
tom ;  and  therefore  often  in  his  life-time  protested,  that  not  he,  but 
his  grand-child  Sultan  Coobsurroo,  whom  he  kept  in  his  court, 
should  succeed  him  in  that  Empire."  Sir  Thomas  Koe's  Embassy 
to  the  Great  Mogul,  p.  470. 

INCISIONS  ON  THE  BODY  COMMON  IN  THE  EAST. 

Jer.  xlviii.  37.  Upon  all  the  hands  shall  be  cuttingsJ]  **  We 
find  Arabs,"  La  Roque  tells  us  firom  D'Arvieux,  ^*  who  have  their 
arms  scarred  by  the  gashes  of  a  knife,  which  they  sometimes  give 
themselves,  to  mark  out  to  their  mistresses  what  their  rigour  and 
the  violence  of  love  make  them  suffer."  From  this  extract  we 
learn  what  particular  part  of  the  body  received  these  cuttings. 
The  scripture  frequently  speaks  of  them  in  a  more  general  manner. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  516. 

INDICATIONS  OF  GREAT  DISTRESS  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

2  Sam.  XV.  30.  And  had  his  head  covered,']  Covering  the 
head  was  used  by  persons  in  great  distress,  or  when  they  were 
loaded  with  disgrace  and  infamy.  Esther  vi.  \2.  2  Sam  xix.  4. 
Ezek.  xii.  6.  Thus  Darius,  when  he  was  informed  by  Tyriotes 
the  eunuch  that  his  queen  was  dead^  and  that  she  had  sufiered  no 
violence  fi:om  Alexander,  covered  his  head,  and  wept  a.  Ions  while, 
and  then  throwing  off  the  garment  that  covered  him,  gave  the  gods 
thanks  for  Alexander's  moderation  and  justice.  {Curtius,  1.  iv. 
c.  10,  §  33.)  So  also,  when  the  same  prince  was  in  the  power  of 
Bessus,  who  soon  after  murdered  him,  he  took  his  leave  of  Arta- 
bazus  with  his  head  covered.  Id.  1.  v.  c.  12,  §  8.  Chandler's 
Life  of  David,  vol.  ii.  p.  304. 

2  Sam.  xv.  30.  And  he  went  barefoot,"]  This  was  an  indica- 
tion of  great  distress :  for  in  ancient  times  the  shoes  of  great  and 
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wealthy  persons  were  made  of  very  rich  materials/ and  ornamented 
with  jewels,  gold,  and  silver.  When  any  great  calamity  befel  them, 
either  pubUc  or  private,  they  not  only  stripped  themselves  of  these 
ornaments,  but  of  their  very  shoes,  and  walked  barefoot.  In  this 
manner  prisoners  taken  in  war  were  forced  to  walk,  both  for 
pmiishment  and  disgrace.  See  Byrueus  de  Calceis  Hebraeor*  1.  ii. 
c.  5,  and  Guier  de  LucL  c.  15,  §  4. 

2  Sam.  xv.  32,  And  earth  upon  his  hectd^  One  method  whereby 
submission  was  formerly  expressed  was  by  presenting  earth  to  a 
conqueror.  Hence  we  find  it  related  of  Darius,  that  being  weary 
of  a  tedious  and  fatiguing  pursuit,  he  sent  a  herald  to  the  king  of 
the  Scythians,  whose  name  was  Indathyrsus,  with  this  message  in 
his  name :  "  Prince  of  the  Scythians,  wherefore  dost  thou  contin- 
ually fly  before  me  ?  why  dost  thou  not  stop  somewhere  or  other^ 
either  to  give  me  battle,  if  thou  believe  thyself  able  to  encounter 
me,  or,  if  thou  think  thyself  too  weak,  to  acknowledge  thy  master, 
by  presenting  him  with  earth  and  water  ?"  Rollin,  Jnc.  Hist. 
vol.  iii.  p.  31. 

INDICATIONS  OF  RAIN  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Kings  xviii.  44.  A  little  cloudJ\  When  Elijah's  servant  re- 
ported to  his  master,  that  he  saw  a  little  cloud  arising  out  of  the 
sea  like  a  man's  hand,  he  commanded  him  to  ^^  go  up  and  say  unto 
Ahab,  prepare  thy  chariot,  and  get  thee  down,  that  the  rain  stop 
thee  not."  This  circumstance  was  justly  considered  as  the  sur^ 
indication  of  an  approaching  shower,  ''  for  it  came  to  pass  in  the 
mean  while  that  the  heaven  was  black  with  clouds  and  wind,  and 
there  was  a  great  rain."  Mr.  Bruce  {Travels ,  vol.  iii.  p.  669)  has 
an  observation  which  greatly  corroborates  this  relation.  He  says, 
**  there  are  three  remarkable  appearances  attending  the  inundation 
of  the  Nile :  every  morning  in  Abyssinia  is  clear  and  the  sun  shines ; 
about  nine,  a  small  cloud,  not  above  four  feet  broad,  appears  in 
the  East,  whirling  violently  round  as  if  upon  an  axis ;  l)ut  arrived 
near  the  zenith,  its  first  abates  its  motion,  then  loses  its  form,  and 
extends  itself  greatly,  and  seems  to  call  up  vapours  from  all  oppo- 
site quarters.  These  clouds  having  attained  nearly  the  same 
height,  rush  against  each  other  with  great  violence,  and  put  me 
always  in  mind  of  Elijah's  foretelling  rain  on  mount  Carmel.  The 
air,  impelled  before  the  heaviest  mass,  or  swiftest  mover,  makes  an 
impression  of  its  own  form  in  the  collection  of  clouds  opposite,  and 
the  moment  it  has  taken  possession  of  the  space  made  to  receive  it, 
the  most  violent  thunder  possible  to  be  conceived  instantly  follows, 
with  rain;  and  after  some  hours  the  sky  again  clears." 

1  Kings  xviii.  44.  And  he  said,  go  up,  say  unto  Ahab,  pre- 
pare  thy  chariot^  and  get  thee  down,  that  the  rain  stop  thee  not."] 
That  is,  says  Bp.  Patrick,  Elijah  saw  such  abundance  of  rain 
cbming  as  would  cause  floods,  and  render  the  way  impassable,  if 
Ahab  did  not  make  haste  home :  and  accordingly,  in  a  very  short 
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upaoe  of  time  that  tittle  cloud  spread  itself,  and  with  a  great  thick- 
ness covered  the  face  of  the  sky. 

Thus  the  translator  of  an  Arabian  tale  from  an  unpublished 
manuscript,  in  describing  the  journey  of  the  caliph  Vathek,  informs 
US|  that  the  caliph  having  travelled*  three  days,  on  the  fourth  day 
the  heavens  looked  angry,  and  a  terrible  tempest  ensued ;  this  tern- 

Sest,  says  this  writer,  may  be  deemed  somewhat  the  more  violent, 
om  a  supposition  that  Mahomet  interfered,  which  will  appear  the 
m<Hre  prdi)able,  if  the  circumstance  of  its  obliterating  the  road 
through  which  the  camels  passed  be  considered.  It  frequently 
happens  that  a  sudden  blast  will  arise  in  the  vast  deserts  of  the 
East,  and  sweep  away  in  its  eddies  the  last  passenger,  whose  camel 
therefore  in  vain  is  sought  by  the  wanderer  that  follows.  {His^, 
of  Caliph  Fathek,  p.  247.) 

William  of  Tyre  hath  recorded  one  of  a  similar  nature,  that 
visited  Baldwin  in  his  expedition  against  Damascus.  He,  against 
whose  will  all  projects  are  vain,  suddenly  overspread  the  sky  with 
darkness,  poured  down  such  torrents  of  rain,  and  so  entirely  efikced 
the  roads,  that  scarce  any  hope  of  escaping  remained.  These  dis- 
asters were  portended  by  a  gloominess  in  the  air,  lowering  clouds, 
irregular  wind,  increasing  thunder,  and  incessant  lightning.  Gesia 
Dei  per  Francos,  jf,  849^     Gillingwater  MS. 

INDWELLING  SIN  BEWAILED. 

Romans  vii.  24.  Who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  ?'\  ^^  Wretched  man  that  I  am  f  do  I  often  cry  out,  in  such 
a  circumstance,  vdth  no  better  supports  and  incitements  than  the 
law  can  give.  Who  shall  rescue  me,  miserable  captive  as  I  am, 
from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  from  this  continual  burden  which 
^*  I  carry  about  with  me ;  and  which  is  cumbersome  and  odious  as 
a  DEAD  CARCASE  tied  to  a  living  body,  to  be  dragged  along  with 
it  wherever  it  goes  ?"  Thus  are  the  words  paraphrased  by  Dr. 
Doddridge,  to  which  he  subjoins  this  note.  "  It  is  well  known 
"  that  some  ancient  writers  mention  this  as  a  cruelty  practised  by 
"  some  tjrrants  on  miserable  captives  who  fell  into  their  hands  ;  and 
a  more  forcible  and  expressive  image  of  the  case  represented  can- 
not surely  enter  into  the  mind  of  man."  That  such  a  cruelty 
was  once  practised  is  certain  from  Virgil : 

Quid  roemorem  infandas  csdes  \  quid  facta  tyranni 
Effera  1     Dt  capiti  ipsius  generique  reservent  ! 
Mortua  quin  etiam  jungebat  corpora  vivis, 
Componeng  manibusque  manus,  atque  oribos  era, 
Tormenti  genus ;  et  sabie  taboque  fluentes 
Complcxu  in  missro,  long&  sic  morte  necabat. 

^£n.  lib.  viii.  ver.  483. 

The  same  practice  is  also  mentioned  in  Valerius  Maximus,  (lib.  ix. 
cap.  2,  §  10.) 

INHERITANCE  OF  THE  PRODIGAL  SON. 

Luke  xv.  IS.     And  he  divided  unto  them  his  living, 1     It  was 
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usual  for  mh  men  in  the  East  to  divide  their  property ;  but  not 
always  for  the  purpose  specified  in  this  part  of  the  parable.  "  Ever 
apprehensive  of  revolution  and  ruin,  a  rich  man  generally  divides 
his  estate  into  three  parts.  One  he  employs  in  trade,  or  the  ne- 
cessary purposes  of  life :  another  he  invests  in  jewels,  which  he 
may  easily  carry  off  if  forced  to  fly:  and  the  other  he  buries.  As 
he  intrusts  nobody  with  the  secret  of  this  deposit,  if  he  die  before 
he  returns  to  the  spot,  it  is  then  lost  to  the  world,  till  accident 
throws  it  in  the  way  of  some  fortunate  peasant  when  turning  up 
his  ground-.  Those  discoveries  of  hidden  treasure,  and  sudden 
transitions  from  poverty  to  riches,  of  which  we  read  in  oriental  tales, 
are  by  no  means  therefore  quite  ideal ;  but  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  manners  of  the  people.*'  Richardson's  Dissert,  on  the 
East,  p.  180. 

Luke  xv.  16.  The  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat."]  That 
Ktpariov  iwiswers  to  siliqua,  and  signifies  a  husk  or  pod,  wherein 
the  seeds  of  some  plants,  especially  those  of  the  leguminous  tribe, 
are  contained,  is  evident.  Both  the  Greek  and  Latin  terms  sig- 
nify the  fruit  of  the  carob  tree,  a  tree  very  common  in  the  Levant^ 
and  in  the  southern  parts  of  Europe,  as  Spain  and  Italy.  This 
fruit  still  continues  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose,  the  feeding  of 
swine.  It  is  also  called  St.  John's  Bread,  from  the  opinion  that 
the  Baptist  used  it  in  the  wilderness.  Miller  says  it  is  mealy,  and 
has  a  sweetish  taste,  and  that  it  is  eaten  by  the  poorer  sort,  for  it 
grows  in  the  common  hedges  and  is  of  little  account.  Campbell's 
Translation  of  the  Gospels,  note* 

Luke  xv.  25*  He  heard  music  and  dancing."]  There  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  music  frequently  accompanied  eastern  meals, 
especially  those  which  were  of  a  superior  Und.  Homer  thus  re- 
presents Ulysses's  meal, 

Hff-Tii  V  «c  qt'  aw,^  ty»  (uttyaf^iTif  af  i)iy,  &cc. 

Odyss,  xvii.  358. 
Long  B8  the  bard  « 

Chanted  he  ate,  and  when  be  ceas'd  to  eat. 
Then  also  ceas'd  the  bard  diyine  to  Ring. 

INJUSTICE  A  HIGH  CRIME  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Prov.  xvi.  11.  A  just  weight  and  balance  are  the  Lord^s,  all 
the  weights  of  the  hag  are  his  workJ]  The  Jews  were  required  to 
be  exact  in  their  weights  and  measures,  that  the  poor  might  not  be 
defrauded.  Hesychius  remarks  upon  this  point,  as  a  reason  for 
such  great  care,  that  what  the  possession  of  a  field  or  house  is  to 
a  wealthy  man,  that  the  measure  of  com,  or  wine,  or  the  weight  of 
bread  is  to  the  poor,  who  have  daily  need  of  such  things  for  the 
support  of  life.  "  The  Jewish  doctors  assert,  that  it  was  a  consti- 
tution of  their  wise  men,  for  the  preventing  of  all  frauds  in  these 
matters,  that  no  weights,  balances,  or  measures,  should  be  made  of 
any  metal,  as  of  iron,  lead,  tin,  (which  were  liable  to  rust,  or  might 
be  bent  or  easily  impaired,)  but  of  marble,  stone,  or  glass,  which 
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were  less  subject  to  be  abused:  and  therefore  the  scripture  speak- 
ing of  the  justice  of  God's  judgments,  observes  (according  to  the 
Vulgate),  that  *  they  are  weighed  with  all  the  stones  in  the  bag.' " 
Lewis's  Origines  Hebrteis^  vol.  iii.  p.  403. 

INSTKUCTING  BY  PROVERBS  COMMON  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS.     . 

ProV.  i.  1.     Proverbs^"]     "  In  those  periods  of  remote  antiquity* 
which  may  with  the  utmost  propriety  be  styled  the  infancies  of 
societies  and  nations,  the  usual,  if  not  the  only,  mode  of  instruc- 
tion was  by  detached  aphorisms  or  proverbs.     Human  wisdom 
was  then  indeed  in  a  rude  and  unfinished  state  :  it  was  not  digest- 
ed, methodized,  or  reduced  to  order  and  connexion.     Those  who 
by  genius  and  reflection,  exercised  in  the  school  of  experience, 
had  accumulated  a  stock  of  knowledge,  were  desirous  of  reducing 
it  into  the  most  compendious  form,  and  comprised  in  a  few  maxims 
those  observations  which  they  apprehended  most  essential  to  human 
happiness.     This  mode  of  instruction  was,  in  truth,  more  likely 
than  any  other  to  prove  efficacious  with  men  in  a  rude  stage  of 
society;  for  it  professed  not  to  dispute,  but  to  command;  not  to 
persuade,  but  to  compel :  it  conducted  them,  not  by  a  circuit  of 
argument,  but  led  immediately  to  the  approbation  and  practice  of 
integrity  and  virtue.     That  it  might  not,  however,  be  altogether 
destitute  of  allurement,  and  lest  it  should  disgust  by  an  appear- 
ance of  roughness  and  severity,  some  degree  of  ornament  became 
necessary ;  and  the  instructors  of  mankind  added  to  their  precepts 
the  graces  of  harmony,  and  illuminated  them  with  metaphors, 
comparisons,  allusions,  and  the  other   embellishments  of  style. 
This  manner,  which  with  other  nations  prevailed  only  during  the 
first  periods  of  civilization,  with  the  Hebrews  continued  to  be  a 
favourite  style  to  the  latest  ages  of  their  literature."     Lowth's 
Lectures  on  the  Hebrew  Poetry,  vol.  i.  p.  16^. 

INTERPRETATION  OF  TONGUES. 

1  CoR.  xiv.  27.  Let  one  interpret^]  This  practice  seems  to 
have  been  borrowed  from  the  Jews,  who  had  such  an  officer  in  the 
synagogue.  M aimonides  says,  that  fi'om  the  time  of  Ezra  it  had 
been  customary  that  one  should  interpret  to  the  people  what  was 
read  out  of  the  law ;  one  verse  only  was  read  at  a  time,  and  there 
was  silence  till  it  was  interpreted.  Interpreters  were  not  allowed 
to  give  their  own  sense  of  the  words,  but  were  obliged  to  go  ac- 
cording to  the  Targum  of  Onkelos,  which  they  say  was  the  same 
as  was  delivered  on  Mount  Sinai.  They  never  put  any  man  into 
this  office  till  he  was  fifly  years  of  age. 

INTOXICATING  DRAUGHTS. 

Jer.  XXV.  16.  And  they  shall  drink y  and  be  moved,  and  be  mad,"] 
This  is  an  allusion  to  those  intoxicating  draughts  which  used  to 
be  given  to  malefactors  just  before  their  execution,  to  take  away 
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their  senses.  Immediately  before  the  execution  began,  says  the 
Talmud,  they  gave  the  condemned  a  quantity  of  frankincense  in  a 
cup  of  wine,  to  stupify  him,  and  render  him  insensible  of  his  pain. 
The  compassionate  ladies  of  Jerusalem  generally  provided  this 
draught  at  their  own  cost  The  foundation  of  this  custom  was 
the  command  of  Solomon,  "  Give  strong  drink  to  him  that  is  ready 
to  perish,  and  wine  to  those  that  be  of  heavy  hearts."  (Prov*  xxxi.  6.) 
Lewis's  Origines  Heb.  vol.  i.  p.  72, 

INUNDATIONS  IN  THE  EAST  INJURIOUS  TO  GARDENS, 

Isaiah  xviii.  2,  A  nation  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,] 
Great  injury  has  often  been  done  to  the  lands  contiguous  to  large 
and  rapid  rivers,  especially  when  inundations  have  happened. 
Various  occurrences  of  this  nature  are  mentioned  by  different  tra- 
vellers, which  clearly  show  the  meaning  of  the  prophet  in  these 
wprds.  Sonnini  relates  a  circumstance  of  this  kind,  to  which  he 
was  a  witness,  in  passing  down  the  Nile.  He  says  "the reis  and 
the  sailors  were  asleep  upon  the  beach ;  I  had  passed  half  of  the 
night  watching,  and  I  composed  myself  to  sleep,  after  giving  the 
watch  to  two  of  my  companions,  but  they  too  had  sunk  into  slum- 
ber. The  kanja,  badly  fastened  against  the  shore,  broke  loose, 
and  the  current  carried  it  away  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  We 
were  all  asleep ;  not  one  of  us,  not  even  the  boat-men,  stretched 
upon  the  sand,  perceived  our  manner  of  sailing  down  at  the  mercy 
of  the  current.  After  having  floated  with  the  stream  for  the  space 
of  a  good  league,  the  boat,  hurried  along  with  violence,  struck 
with  a  terrible  crash  against  the  shore,  precisely  a  little  below  the 
place  from  whence  the  greatest  part  of  the  loosened  earth  fell  down. 
Awakened  by  this  furious  shock,  we  were  not  slow  in  perceiving 
the  critical  situation  into  which  we  were  thrown.  The  kanja,  re- 
pelled by  the  land,  which  was  cut  perpendicularly,  and  driven 
towards  it  again  by  the  violence  of  the  current,  turned  round  in 
every  direction,  and  dashed  against  the  shore  in  such  a  manner  as 
excited  an  apprehension  that  it  would  be  broke  to  pieces.  The 
darkness  of  the  night,  the  frightful  noise  which  the  masses  sepa- 
rated firom  the  shore  spread  far  and  wide  as  they  fell  into  a  deep 
water  5  the  bubbling  which  they  excited,  the  agitation  of  which 
communicated  itself  to  the  boat,  rendered  our  awakening  a  very 
melancholy  one.  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost ;  I  made  my  com- 
panions take  the  oars,  which  the  darkness  prevented  us  from  find- 
ing so  soon  as  we  could  have  wished :  I  sprung  to  the  helm,  and, 
encouraging  my  new  and  very  inexperienced  sailors,  we  succeeded 
in  making  our  escape  from  a  repetition  of  shocks,  by  which  we 
must  all,  at  length,  have  inevitably  perished  ;  for  scarcely  had  we 
gained,  after  several  efforts,  the  middle  of  the  river,  than  a  piece 
of  hardened  mud,  of  an  enormous  size,  tumbled  down  at  the  very 
spot  we  had  just  quitted,  and  which  must,  had  we  been  but  a  few 
minutes  later,  have  carried  us  to  the  bottom."  Travels  in  Egypt, 
vol.  iii.  p.  148. 
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Mr.  Bruce  has  a  passage  which  is  much  to  the  purpose.  He 
says,  "  the  Chronicle  of  Axum,  the  most  ancient  repository  of  the 
antiquities  of  that  country,  a  book  esteemed,  I  shall  not  say  how 
properly,  as  the  first  in  authority  after  the  holy  scriptures,  says, 
that  between  the  creation  of  the  world  and  the  birth  of  our  Saviour 
there  were  5500  years ;  that  Abyssinia  had  never  been  inhabited 
till  1808  years  before  Christ,  and  200  years  after  that,  which  was 
in  1600,  it  was  laid  waste  by  a  flood,  the  face  of  the  country  much 
changed  and  deformed,  so  that  it  was  called  at  that  time  oure 
midre,  or  the  land  laid  waste,  or  as  it  is  called  in  scripture  itself, 
a  land  which  the  waters  or  floods  had  spoiled.*^ 

INVESTING  WITH  HONOURS. 

Gen.  xli.  42.  And  arrayed  him  in  vestures  of  fine  linenJ]  To 
be  arrayed  in  a  rich  dress,  Id  to  ride  in  great  poiifand  cereiLony 
were  the  ancient  modes  of  investing  with  the  highest  degree  .of 
subordinate  power  in  Egypt:  and,  with  a  small  variation,  still 
remain  so.  The  history  of  the  revolt  of  Ali  Bey  (p.  43)  iirforms 
us,  that  on  the  elation  of  a  new  sheik  bellet,  the  pasha  who 
approves  of  him  invests  him  with  a  valuable  far,  treats  him  with 
sherbet,  and  when  the  sheik  bellet  departs,  the  pasha  presents 
him  with  a  horse  richly  caparisoned.     Harmer,  vol.  iii»  p.  308. 

Gen.  xli.  40.  Thou  shall  be  over  my  house,  and  according  to  . 
thy  word  shall  all  my  people  be  ruledJ]  The  Easterns  kiss  what 
comes  from  the  hand  of  a  superior.  The  editor  of  the  Ruins  of 
Balbec  observed,  that  the  Arab  governor  of  that  city  respectfully 
applied  the  firman  of  the  grand  seignior  (which  was  presented  to 
him)  to  his  forehead,  when  he  and  his  fellow-*travellers  first  waited 
on  him,  and  then  kissed  it,  declaring  himself  the  sultan's  slave's 
slave  (p.  4).  Is  not  this  what  Pharaoh  refers  to  in  these  words  ? 
**  Thou  shalt  be  over  my  house,  and  according  unto  thy  word,"  or 
"  on  account  of  thy  word  shall  all  my  people  kiss  (for  so  it  is  in 
the  original) ;  only  in  the  throne  will  1  be  greater  than  thou " ; 
that  is,  I  imagine,  the  orders  of  Joseph  were  to  be  received  with 
the  greatest  respect  by  all,  and  kissed  by  the  most  illustrious  of 
the  princes  of  Egypt.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  48. 

Esther  vi.  7 — 9.  And  Haman  answered  the  king,  For  the 
man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour,  Let  the  royal  apparel  be 
brought  which  the  king  useth  to  wear,  and  the  horse  that  the  king 
rideth  upon,  and  the  crown  royal  which  is  set  upon  his  head: 
and  let  this  apparel  and  horse  be  delivered  to  the  hand  of  one  of 
the  king's  most  noble  princes,  that  they  may  array  the  man  withal 
whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour,  and  bring  nim  on  horseback 
through  the  street  of  the  city,  and  proclaim  before  him.  Thus 
shaU  it  be  done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  Aonottr.] 
Pitts  gives  an  account  (p.  198)  of  a  cavalcade  at  Algiers  upon  a 
person's  turning  Mahommedan,  which  is  designed  to  do  him,  as 
well  as  their  law,  honour.  "  The  apostate  is  to  get  on  horseback 
on  a  stately  steed,  with  a  rich  saddle  and  fine  trappings ;  he  is 
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also  richly  habited,  and  hath  a  turban  on  his  head,  but  nothing  of 
this  is  to  be  called  his  own;  only  there  are  given  him  about  two 
or  three  yards  of  broad  cloth,  which  is  laid  before  him  on  the 
saddle.  The  horse,  with  him  on  his  back,  is  led  all  round  the 
city,  which  he  is  several  hours  in  doing.  The  apostate  is  attended 
with  drums  and  other  miisic,  and  twenty  or  thirty  serjeants. 
These  march  in  order  on  each  side  of  the  horse,  with  naked 
swords  in  their  hands.  The  crier  goes  before,  with  a  loud  voice 
giving  thanks  to  God  for  the  proselyte  that  is  made."  The  con- 
formity of  custom  in  the  instance  now  cited,  and  the  passage 
alluded  to  in  Esther,  must  appear  remarkable.  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  102. 

IRON    FURNACE. 

DeUt.  iv.  20.  Ironfumace.']  It  has  been  observed  by  chem- 
ical writers,  not  only  Uiat  iron  melts  slowly  even  in  the  most 
violent  fire,  but  also  that  it  ignites,  or  becomes  red-hot,  long 
before  it  fuses;  and  any  one  may  observe  the  excessive  bright- 
ness of  iron  when  red,  or  rather  white-hoL  Since,  therefore,  it 
requires  the  strongest  fire  of  all  metals  to  fuse  it,  there  is  a  pecu- 
liar propriety  in  the  expression,  a  fiimace  for  iron,  or  an  iron 
furnace,  for  violent  and  snarp  afflictions. 

ISHMAELITES. 

Gen.  xvi.  12.  HU  hand  will  he  against  every  man,  and  every 
man*s  hand  against  him*'}  ^^The  one  is  the  natural  and  almost 
necessary  consequence  of  the  other«  Ishmael  lived  by  prey  and 
rapine  in  the  wilderness :  and  his  posterity  have  all  along  infested 
Arabia  and  the  neighbouring  countries  with  their  robberies  and 
incursions.  They  live  in  a  state  of  continual  war  with  the  rest  of 
the  world,  and  are  both  robbers  by  land,  and  pirates  by  sea.  As 
they  have  been  such  enemies  to  mankind,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
mankind  have  been  enemies  to  them  again  ;  that  several  attempts 
have  been  made  to  extirpate  them ;  and  even  now,  as  well  as  ror- 
merly,  travellers  are  forced  to  go  with  arms,  and  in  caravans  or 
large  companies,  and  to  march  and  keep  watch  like  a  little  army^ 
to  defend  themselves  fi"om  the  assaults  of  these  free-booters,  who 
run  about  in  troops,  and  rob  and  plunder  all  whom  they  can  by 
any  means  subdue.  These  robberies  they  also  justify,  by  alleg- 
ing the  hard  usage  of  their  father  Ishmael,  who  being  turned  out 
of  doors  by  Abraham,  had  the  open  plains  and  deserts  given  him 
by  God  for  his  patrimony,  with  permission  to  take  whatever  he 
could  find  there ;  and  on  this  account  they  think  they  may,  with 
a  safe  conscience,  indemnify  themselves,  as  well  as  they  can,  not 
only  on  the  posterity  of  Isaac,  but  also  on  every  body  else; 
always  supposing  a  kind  of  kindred  between  themselves  and  those 
they  plunder ;  and  in  relating  their  adventures  of  this  kind,  they 
think  it  sufficient  to  change  the  expression,  and  instead  of,  **  I 
robbed  a  man  of  such  and  such  a  thing,"  to  say,  "  I  gained  it" 
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Sale's  Prelim.  Discourse,  30.     Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  voL 
i.  p.  42. 

ISTHMIAN  GAMES  REFERRED  TO. 

1  Cor.  ix»  25.  They  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown,  huf 
we  an  incorruptible. '[  It  is  well  known,  that  the  crowning  in  the 
Olympic  games,  sacred  to  Jupiter,  was  of  wild-olive :  in  the  Py- 
thian, sacred  to  Apollo,  of  laurel ;  in  the  Isthmian  or  Corinthian, 
solemnized  in  honour  of  Palaemon,  of  pine-tree;  and  in  the 
Nemaean,  of  smallage,  or  parsley.  Now  most  of  these  were 
ever-greens ;  yet  they  would  soon  grow  dry  and  break  to  pieces. 
Eisner  (Observ.  vol.  ii.  p.  103)  produces  many  passages  in  which 
the  contenders  in  these  exercises  are  rallied  by  the  Grecian  wits 
for  the  extraordinary  pains  they  took  for  such  trifling  rewards. 
And  Plato  has  a  celebrated  passage,  which  greatly  resembles  this 
of  St.  Paul,  but  by  no  means  equals  it  in  beauty  and  force. 
(1  Pet.  V.  4.)    Doddridge,  in  loc. 

1  Cor.  ix.  26.  So  fight  /,  not  as  one  that  beateth  the  air.] 
In  order  to  attain  the  greater  agility  and  dexterity,  it  was  usual  for 
those  who  intended  to  box  in  the  games,  to  exercise  their  arms 
with  the  gauntlet  on,  when  they  had  no  antagonist  near  them,  and 
this  was  called  aKioiiayiay  in  which  a  man  would  of  course  beat 
the  air.  But  Bos  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  his  note  here, 
to  show  that  it  is  a  proverbial  expression  for  a  man's  missing  his 
blow,  and  spending  it,  not  on  his  enemy,  but  on  empty  air. 
Doddridge,  in  loc. 

1  CoR.  ix.  27.  But  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into 
subjection,  lest  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have  preached  to  others, 
I  myself  should  be  a  cast-away. ^  The  latter  ^>art  of  this  verse 
Doddridge  renders*  "lest  after  having  served  as  an  herald,  I 
should  be  disapproved,"  and  says  in  a  note,  I  thought  it  of  im- 
portance to  retain  the  primitive  sense  of  these  gymnastic  expres- 
sions. It  is  well  known  to  those  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  original,  that  the  word  Kripv^ag  expresses  the  discharging  the 
office  of  an  herald,  whose  business  it  was  to  proclaim  the  condi- 
tions of  the  games,  and  display  the  prizes,  to  awaken  the  emulation 
and  resolution  of  those  who  were  to  contend  in  them.  But  the 
apostle  intimates,  that  there  was  this  peculiar  circumstance  attend- 
ing the  christian  contest,  that  the  person  who  proclaimed  its  law^^ 
and  rewards  to  others  was  also  to  engage  himself,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  peculiar  in&my  and  misery  in  miscarrying.  ASoKifiog, 
which  we  render  cAst-away,  signifies  one  who  is  disapproved  by 
the  judge  of  the  games,  as  not  having  fairly  deserved  the  prize. 

Gal.  v.  7.  fVho  hath  hindered  you  ?]  It  hath  been  observed 
that  EVBKo^pe  is  an  Olympic  expression,  answerable  to  srpi^erB,  and 
it  properly  signifies,  coming  across  the  course,  while  a  person  is 
running  in  it,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  jostle  and  throw  him  out  of 
the  way.     Doddridge,  in  loc. 
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Phil.  iii.  14.  /  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."]  Here  is  all  along  a  beauti- 
ful allusion  to  the  Olympic  games,  and  especially  the  foot-races, 
which  made  the  most  celebrated  part  of  them.  The  prize  was 
placed  in  a  very  conspicuous  situation,  so  that  the  competitors 
might  be  animated  by  having  it  always  in  their  sight.  The  word 
/SpaSceov  is  considered  by  some  as  expressing  the  principal  prize, 
whereas  it  is  possible  that  some  of  the  racers  might  come  to  the 
goal,  and  receive  lower  rewards.  Doddridge  says,  that  though 
such  inferior  prizes  were  common  in  ftmeral  games,  secondary 
ra*izes  were  not  bestowed  on  the  Olympic  foot-race.  See  West's 
Dissert,  on  the  Olympic  Games,  p.  63. 

Phil.  iii.  14.  The  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
JesttsJ]  L'Enfant  thinks  that  the  apostle  compares  our  Lord  to 
those  who  stood  at  the  elevated  place  at  the  end  of  the  course, 
calling  the  racers  by  their  names,  and  encouraging  them,  by  hold- 
ing out  the  crown,  to  exert  themselves  with  vigour. 

Heb.  xii.  1.  Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about 
with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weighty 
and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  pa* 
tience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us.]  Capellus  thinks  that  the 
cloud  of  witnesses  is  an  allusion  to  vast  numbers  of  birds  fl3dng 
together  like  a  cloud.  (Isaiah  Ix.  8.)  The  word  witnesses  certainly 
refers  to  the  Olympic  race,  where  persons  were  appointed  to 
stand  at  the  mark,  to  observe  who  first  came  thither,  and  give 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  conqueror,  upon  whom  a  crown  was 
bestowed  according  to  their  testimony, 

Heb.  xii.  4.  Ye  have  not  yet  resisted  unto  blood  striving 
against  sin."]  It  has  been  justly  observed  by  several  commenta- 
tors, that  there  are  many  agonistical  terms  in  this  context  In 
the  phrase  before  us  there  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  the  pugiles, 
or  boxers,  who  fought  erect,  with  their  hands  stretched  out,  and 
were  often  besmeared  with  blood.  Saurin  observes,  in  his  illus- 
tration of  this  text  (Serm.  ix.  p.  90),  that  sometimes  men  were 
killed  by  the  blows  of  the  caestus. 

Heb.  xii.  11.  The  peaceable  fruit  of  righteousness.]  This 
may  possibly  allude  to  the  crown  of  olive  given  to  the  victor  in 
the  Ol3rmpic  games,  which  wa&  also  an  emblem  of  peace.  The 
learned  Bos  would  translate  the  word  uprtviKOv,  pleasant,  joyful, 
it  being  usual  to  express  pleasure  and  Jliappiness  by  peace. 
Wolfius  is  of  opinion^  that  the  expression  refers  to  that  peace 
with  God  which  we  obtain  by  faitn.  See  Curse  Philolog.  vol. 
iv.  p.  783. 

JEHOVAH  DWELLING  IN  THICK  DARKNESS. 

2  Chron.  ti.  1.  Then  said  Solomon,  the  Lord  hath  said,  that 
he  would  dwell  in  the  thick  darkness.]  This  notion  of  God's 
dwelling  in  darkness  prevailed  amongst  the  heathens,  who  are 
supposed  to  have  learned  it  hence.     Justin  Martyr  observes,  that 
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Orpheus  and  another  ancient  writer  called  God  UajKpv^v,  alto* 
getner  hidden.  And  the  Lacedaemonians^  who  pretend  to  be 
allied  to  the  JewS|  had  a  temjde  dedicated  to  Zsvc  Sicorccvoc^ 
Jupiter  in  the  dark.  .  Patrick,  in  loc. 

jephthah's  vow. 

Fudges  xi.  30.  jlnd  Jephthah  vowed  a  vow  unto  the  LordJ] 
Though  he  did  not  doubt,  yet  he  supposed  that  he  should  be 
more  certain  of  the  victory,  if  he  made  a  religions  vow  before- 
hand of  being  grateful,  to  God  for  it.  In  this  he  acted  conform-* 
ably  to  the  general  practice  of  great  warriors  in  all  ages.  Livy 
frequently  mentions  it  as  the  custom  of  the  Roman  generals,  who 
used  to  vow  to  Jupiter  or-  Apollo  jwurt  of  the  spoil  they  should 
take  in  war,  or  to  build  temples  to  their  honour.  Thus  the  Is- 
raelites, when  Arad  came  against  them  as  they  were  going  to 
Canaan,  made  a  vow  respecting  his  country,  if  God  would  dehver 
it  into  their  hands.  Numbers  xxi.  2. 

•'  JERUSALEM  THE  HOLY  CITY. 

MATT^xxvii.  53.  And  went  into  the  holy  city.']  **The  Ori- 
entals never  called  Jerusalem  by  any  other  name  than  El-kods, 
the  holy ;  sometimes  adding  the  epithet,  El-sherif,  the  noble. 
This  word  El-kods  seems  to  me  the  etymological  origin  of  all  the 
Cassiuses  of  antiquity,  which,  like  Jerusalem,  were  high  places ; 
and  had  temples  and  holy  places  erected  on  them.  Volney, 
vol.  ii.  p.  304. 

Luke  xiii.  33.  It  cannot  he  that  a  prophet  perish  out  of  Jeru- 
salem.'] "  The  (Jewish)  Sanhedrim  could  be  held  nowhere  but 
at  Jerusalem,  in  a  place  called  Liscat  Hagazit,  the  stone  conclave, 
which  was  contiguous  to  the  temple,  or  rather  a  part  of  it.  This 
Liscat  Hagazit  was  much  the  same  thing  with  that  which  was 
formerly  called  at  Constantinople,  In  TruUo.  The  Talmudists 
call  it  a  Basilica ;  and  all  causes  x)f  considerable  importance  were 
finally  determined  in  that  place.  This  remark  gives  light  to 
those  words  of  Christ,  *  it  cannot  be  that  a  prophet  perish  out  of 
Jerusalem.'  "     Pic  art's  Religious  Ceremonies,  vol.  i.  p.  115. 

jesus  the  author  and  fi^ish£>r  of  faith  explained. 

Heb.  xii.  2.  Looking  unto  Jesus^  thB  author  and  finisher  of 
our  faithJ]  Some  eminent  writers  are  of  opinion  that  Christ  is 
called  the  ^^  author  and  finisher  of  feith,*'  in  dlusion  to  the  judges 
of  the  games^  who  s^  laws  before  the  contenders,  whereby  they 
were  to  govern  themselves,  and  then  adjudged  the  crowns  to  the 
conquerors.  Thus,  says  Mr.  Dunlop  (Sermons,  vol.  i.  p.  309), 
he  eases  us  of  our  burdens,  animates  our  faintness,  retards  the 
progress  of  our  enemies,  and  at  length  will  with  his  own  hand  set 
upon  our  heads  that  beautiful  diadem  which  he  hath  purchased 
with  his  own  blood. 

Heb.  xii.  3.     Consider  him  that  endured  such  contradiction  of 
sinners  against    himself.]      The    original    word,    ava\oyi<Tadh 
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consider^  is  very  emphatical.  Erasmus  Schmidius  observes,  that 
it  is  a  metaphor  taken  from  arithmetical  and  geometrical  propor- 
tions, so  that  it  signifies  the  great  accuracy  and  exactness  with 
which  they  should  consider  the  author  and  finisher  of  their  faith^ 
and  especially  the  analogy  between  his  case  and  their  own. 

JEWELS  FORMERLY  WORN  IN  THE  NOSE.     , 

Prov,  xi.  22.  A  jewel  of  gold  in  a  swings  snout^  This  pro- 
verb is  manifestly  an  allusion  to  the  custom  of  wearing  nose  jewels, 
or  rings  set  virith  jewels^  hanging  from  the  nostrils,  as  ear-rings 
from  the  ears,  by  holes  bored  to  receive  them.  This  fashion, 
however  strange  it  may  appear  to  us,  was  formerly,  and  is  still, 
common  in  many  parts  of  the  East,  among  women  of  all  ranks. 
Paul  Lucas,  speaking  of  a  village,  or  clan  of  wandering  people,  a 
little  on  this  side  of  the  Euphrates,  says,  "The  women,  almost  all 
of  them,  travel  on  foot ;  I  saw  none  handsome  among  them ;  they 
have  almost  all  of  them  the  nose  bored,  and  wear  in  it  a  great 
ring,  which  makes  them  still  more  deformed.  (Second  Voyage  du 
Levant,  tom.  i-  art.  24.)  But  in  regard  to  this  custom,  better 
authority  cannot  be  produced  than  that  of  Pietro  della  Valle,  in 
the  account  which  he  gives  of  Signora  Maani  Gioerida,  his  own 
wife.  The  description  of  her  dress,  as  to  the  ornamental  parts  of 
it,  with  which  he  introduces  the  mention  of  this  particular,  will 
give  us  some  notion  of  the  taste  of  the  eastern  ladies  for  finery. 
"  The  ornaments  of  gold,  and  of  jewels,  for  the  head,  for  the  neck, 
for  the  arms,  for  the  legs,  and  for  the  feet  (for  they  wear  rings 
even  on  their  toes),  are  indeed,  unlike  those  of  the  Turks,  carried 
to  great  excess,  but  not  of  great  value :  as  turquoises,  small  rubies, 
emeralds,  carbuncles,  garnets,  pearls,  and  the  like.  My  spouse 
dresses  herself  with  all  of  them  according  to  their  fashion,  with 
exception  however  of  certain  ugly  rings  of  very  large  size,  set 
with  jewels,  which,  in  truth  very  absurdly,  it  is  the  custom  to  wear 
fastened  to  one  of  their  nostrils,  like  bufialoes :  an  ancient  cus- 
tom however  in  the  East,  which,  as  we  find  in  the  holy  scriptures, 
prevailed  among  the  Hebrew  ladies,  even  in  the  time  of  Solomon. 
These  nose  rings,  in  complaisance  to  me,  she  has  left  off;  but  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  prevail  with  her  cousin  and  her  sisters 
to  do  the  same.  So  fond  are  they  of  an  old  custom,  be  it  ever  so 
absurd,  who  have  been  long  habituated  to  it"  (Viaggi,  tom.  i. 
lett.  17.)  To  this  account  may  be  subjoined  the  observation  made 
by  Chardin,  as  cited  in  Harmer  (vol.  ii.  p.  390.)  "  It  is  the  cus- 
tom in  almost  all  the  East  for  the  women  to  wear  rings  in  their 
noses,  in  the  left  nostril,  which  is  bored  low  down  in  the  middle : 
these  rings  are  of  gold,  and  have  commonly  two  pearls  and  one 
ruby  between,  placed  in  the  ring.  I  never  saw  a  girl  or  young 
woman  in  Arabia,  or  in  all  Persia,  who  did  not  wear  a  ring  after 
this  manner  in  her  nostril."  Vide-  Bp.  Lowth's  Note  on  Isaiah 
iii.  20. 
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JEWISH  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  POTS  AND  EARTHEN  VESSELS. 

Lev.  xi.  35.  Ranges  for  pots.]  The  scarcity  of  fuel  in  the 
East  induces  the  people  to  be  very  frugal  in  using  it.  RauwolfF 
(p.  19£)  gives  the  following  account  of  their  management :  "  They 
make  in  their  tents  or  houses  an  hole  about  a  foot  and  a  half  deep, 
wherein  they  put  their  earthen  pipkins  or  pots,  with  the  meat  in 
them,  closed  up,  so  that  they  are  in  the  half  above  the  middle. 
Three-fourth  parts  thereof  they  lay  about  with  stones^  and  the 
fourth  part  is  lefl  open,  through  which  they  fling  in  their  dried 
dung,  which  burns  immediately,  and  gives  so  great  a  heat,  that  the 
pot  groweth  so  hot  as  if  it  had  stood  in  the  middle  of  a  lighted 
coal  heap,  so  that  they  boil  their  meat  with  a  little  fire,  quicker 
than  we  do  ours  with  a  great  one  on  our  hearths."  As  the  Israel- 
ites must  have  had  as  much  occasion  to  be  sparing  of  their  fiiel  as 
any  people,  and  especially  when  journeying  in  the  wilderness^ 
Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  i.  p.  268)  considers  this  quotation  as  a  more 
satisfactory  commentary  on  this  passage  than  any  which  has  been 
given. 

Lev.  xi.  33.  And  every  earthen  vessel  whereinlo  any  of  them 
falleth^  whatsoever  is  in  it  shall  be  unclean^  and  ye  shall  break  it.] 
The  regard  which  the  Jews  pay  to  ceremonial  purity  is  very 
great.  The  minutest  attention  is  given  by  them  to  the  vessels 
which  are  used  in  domestic  economy,  that  they  may  avoid  pollu- 
tion. Leo  of  Modena  informs  us  (page  8)  that  **the  vessels 
wherewith  they  dress  their  meat  and  serve  it  must  all  be  bought 
new.  They  presume  that  some  forbidden  meats  may  have  been 
dressed  or  put  into  them,  and  the  fume  may  have  pierced  into  the 
very  substance  of  the  vessel.  If  it  be  of*^  metal  or  stone  which 
cannot  receive  vapours,  they  make  use  of  it,  first  putting  it  into 
the  fire,  or  seething  it  in  water.  This  they  do  from  the  prohibi- 
tion of  eating  divers  kinds  of  meats." 

JEWISH  CUSTOM  OF  FILTERING  WINE. 

Matt,  xxiii.  24.  Ye  strain  at  a  gnat,  and  swallow  a  camel,] 
This  is  an  allusion  to  a  custom  the  Jews  had  of  filtering  their 
wine,  for  fear  of  swallowing  any  insect  forbidden  by  the  law  as 
unclean.  Maimonides,  in  his  treatise  of  forbidden  meats  (cap.  ii. 
art.  20),  affords  a  remarkable  illustration  of  our  Saviour's  prover- 
bial expression.  **He  who  strains  wine,  or  vinegar,  or  strong 
drink,  and  eats  the  gnats,  or  flies,  or  worms  which  he  hath 
strained  off,  is  whipped." 

In  these  hot  countries,  as  Serrarius  well  observes  (Trihaeres,  p. 
61),  gnats  were  apt  to  fall  into  wine,  if  it  were  not  carefully 
covered ;  and  passing  the  liquor  through  a  strainer,  that  no  gnat 
or  part  of  one  might  remain,  grew  into  a  proverb  for  exactness 
about  little  matters. 

JEWISH  CUSTOM  REFERRED  TO. 

James  iv.  15.  If  the  Lord  wilL]  It  was  a  custom  among  the 
Jews  to  begin  all  things  with  God.     They  undertook  nothing 
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without  this  holy  and  devout  parenthesis,  "  If  God  will."  They 
otherwise  expressed  it,  **  if  the  name  please ; "  or,  *^  if  the  name 
determine  so."  The  phrase  was  so  common  that  they  abbreviated 
it,  using  a  letter  for  a  word.  But  this  was  not  peculiar  to  the 
Jews ;  it  was  common  with  all  the  eastern  people.  Few  books 
are  written  in  Arabic,  but  they  begin  with  the  word  Bismillah,  in 
the  name  of  God.  With  the  Gre^s,  the  expression  is  ovv  Been  : 
with  the  Latins,  Deo  volente.     See  Gregory's  Works,  p.  99. 

JEWISH  DOCTORS  TAUGHT  IN  THE  STREETS. 

Luke  xiii.  26.  Thou  hast  taught  in  our  streets.']  It  was  cus- 
tomary with  the  Jewish  doctors  to  teach  in  the  streets.  It  is  said 
of  Rabiban  Jochanan  ben  Zaccai,  that  *^he  was  sitting  in  the 
shade  of  the  temple,  and  expounding  all  the  day."  The  gloss  on 
the  place  is,  "the  temple  being  a  hundred  cubits  high,  its  shade 
went  very  far  in  the  street  which  is  before  the  mountain  of  the 
house ;  and  because  the  street  was  large  and  held  abundance  of 
men,  he  was  expounding  there  by  reason  of  the  heat,  for  no  school 
could  hold  them."     Gill,  in  loc. 

JEWISH  FEAST  OF  INGATHERING. 

ExoD.  xxiii.  16.  The  feast  of  ingathering,  which  is  in  the 
end  of  the  year,  when  thou  hast  gathered  in  thy  labours  out  of  the 
Jield!\  The  same  custom  prevailed  among  the  Gentiles,  who,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  when  they  gathered  in  their  fruits,  offered 
solemn  sacrifices,  with  thanks  to  God  for  his  blessings.  Aristotle 
(Ethic,  lib.  viii.)  says,  that  the  ancient  sacrifices  and  assembUes 
were  after  the  gathering  in  of  the  firuits,  being  designed  for  an 
oblation  of  the  first-fruits  unto  God. 

JEWISH  FESTIVALS  A  TIME  OF  REJOICING. 

Deut.  xvi.  14.  Thou  shalt  rejoice  in  thy  feast,  thou,  and  thy 
son,  and  thy  daughter,  and  thy  man-servant,  and  thy  maid-ser" 
vant.l  There  was  a  law  simuar  to  this  enacted  at  Athens  by 
Cecrops,  who  ordained,  that  the  master  of  every  family  should^ 
after  harvest,  make  a  feast  for  his  servants,  and  eat  together  with 
them  who  had  taken  pains  together  with  him  in  tilling  his  ground 
— "  delectari  enim  Deum  honore  servorum,  contemplatu  laboris ; " 
for  God  delighted  in  the  honour  done  to  servants,  in  consideration 
of  their  labour.  This  law  it  is  probable  he  borrowed  from 
Moses,  as  he  reigned  much  about  the  same  time  that  Israel 
came  out  of  Egypt. 

Deut.  xxvi.  14.  I  have  not  eaten  thereof  in  my  mourning.] 
In  harvest  time  the  Egyptians  ofiered  the  first-fruits  of  the  earth, 
and  kept  the  feast  of  Isis  with  dolefril  lamentations.  Julius  Fir- 
micus,  in  relating  this  circumstance,  severely  reproves  their  folly, 
saying,  "  Cur  plangitis  fruges  terrae  ?  "  &c.  Why  do  you  bewail 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  ?  Why  weep  you  at  the  growth  of  your 
seed  ?  &c.  You  should  rather  give  thanks  for  these  things  to  the 
most  high  God,  whose  bounty  is  not  to  be  lamented ;  but  bewail 
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rather  your  own  error*  If  this  custom  prevailed  in  Moses's 
timey  it  will  easily  be  perceived  why  he  cautioned  the  Ii^raelites 
against  it. 

Luke  ii.  44.  The  company.']  As  at  the  three  great  festivals  all 
the  men  who  were  able  were  obliged,  and  many  women  chose,  at 
least  at  the  passover,  to  attend  the  celebration  at  Jerusalem,  they 
used,  for  their  greater  security  against  the  attacks  of  robbers  on  the 
road,  to  travel  in  large  companies.  All  who  came,  not  only  from 
the  same  city,  but  from  the  same  canton  or  district,  made  one  com- 
pany. They  carried  necessaries  along  with  them,  and  tents  for 
their  lodging  at  night.  Sometimes,  in  not  weather,  they  travelled 
all  night,  and  rested  in  the  day.  This  is  nearly  the  manner  of 
travelling  in  the  East  to  this  hoiu:.  Such  companies  they  now 
call  caravans  ;  and  in  several  places  have  got  houses  fitted  up  for 
their  reception,  called  caravansaries.  This  account  of  their 
manner  of  travelling  furnishes  a  ready  answer  to  the  question, 
how  could  Joseph  and  Mary  make  a  day's  journey,  without  dis- 
covering before  night  that  Jesus  was  not  in  the  company  ?  In  the 
day-time,  we  may  reasonably  presume  that  the  travellers  would, 
as  occasion,  business,  or  inclination  led  them,  mingle  with  differ^ 
ent  parties  of  their  friends  or  acquaintance;  but  that  in  the  evening, 
when  they  were  about  to  encamp,  every  one  would  join  the  family 
to  which  he  belonged.  As  Jesus  did  not  appear  when  it  was 
growing  late,  his  parents  first  sought  him  where  they  supposed  he 
would  most  probably  be,  amongst  his  relations  and  acquaintance ; 
and  not  finding  him,  returned  to  Jerusalem.  Campbell's  Trans- 
lation of  the  Gospels,  note. 

JEWISH  KINGS  WERE  EACH  TO  WRITE  A  BOOK  OF  THE  LAW. 

Deut.  xvii.  18.  And  it  shall  be,  when  he  sitteth  upon  the 
throne  of  his  kingdom^  that  he  shall  write  him  a  copy  of  this  law 
in  a  bookJ]  Maimonides  gives  the  following  account  of  this  cir- 
cumstance. "  The  king  was  to  write  the  book  of  the  law  for 
himself,  besides  the  book  that  was  left  him  by  his  father ;  and  if 
his  father  had  left  him  none,  or  if  that  were  lost,  he  was  to  write 
him  two  books  of  the  law,  the  one  he  was  to  keep  in  his  archives, 
the  other  was  not  to  depart  from  him,  unless  when  he  went  to  his 
throne,  or  to  the  bath,  or  to  a  place  where  reading  would  be 
inconvenient.  If  he  went  to  war,  it  accompanied  him ;  if  he  sat 
in  judgment,  it  was  to  be  by  him." 

JEWISH  LONGINGS  FOR  ONIONS,  MELONS,  AND  FISH. 

Numb.  xi.  5.  Onions.l  ^^  Whoever  has  tasted  onions  in 
Egypt,  must  allow  that  none  can  be  had  better  in  any  part  of  the 
universe.'  Here  they  are  sweet,  in  other  countries  they  are  nau- 
seous and  strong;  here  they  are  soft,  whereas  in  the  north,  and 
other  parts,  they  are  hard  of  digestion.  Hence  they  cannot  in 
any  place  be  ^aten  with  less  prejudice  and  more  satisfaction  than 
in  Egypt.     They  eat  them  roasted^  cut  into  four  pieces,  with  some 
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bits  of  roasted  meat,  which  the  Turks  in  Egypt  call  kobab ;  and 
with  this  dish  they  are  so  delighted,  that  I  have  heard  them  wbh 
they  might  enjoy  it  in  paradise.  They  likewise  make  soup  of  them 
in  Egypt,  cutting  the  onions  in  small  pieces ;  this  I  think  one  of 
the  best  dishes  I  ever  eat»     HASSEiiQuiST's  Voyages,  p.  290. 

Numb.  xi.  6.  Melons,]  By  this  we  are  probably  to  under- 
stand the  water-melon,  which,  according  to  Hasselquist  (Voyage, 
p.  255),  "  the  Arabians  call  bcUech.  It  is  cultivated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Nile,  in  the  rich  clayey  earth  which  subsides  during  the 
inundation.  This  serves  the  Egyptians  for  meatj  drink,  and  phy- 
sic. It  is  eaten  in  abundance  during  the  season,  even  by  the 
richer  sort  of  people ;  but  the  common  people,  on  whom  provi- 
dence has  bestowed  nothing  but  poverty  and  patience,  scarcely  eat 
any  thing  but  these,  and  account  this  the  best  time  of  the  year,  as 
they  are  obliged  to  put  up  with  worse  fare  at  other  seasons.  This 
fruit  likewise  serves  them  for  drink,  the  juice  refreshing  these  poor 
creatures,  and  they  have  less  occasion  for  water  than  if  they  were 
to  live  on  more  substantial  food  in  this  burning  climate."  This 
well  explains  the  Israelites  regretting  the  want  of  this  fruit  in  the 
parched  thirsty  wilderness. 

Numb.  xi.  5.  We  remember  the  JUh  which  we  did  eat  in 
Egypt  freely.]  Pococke  (Trav.  vol.  i.  p.  182)  says,  that  in  Egypt 
fish  is  commonly  eaten  by  the  people  with  great  pleasure ;  but 
that  in  April  and  May,  which  is  the  hot  season  there,  they  eat 
scarcely  any  thing  but  fish,  with  pulse  and  herbs,  the  great  heat 
taking  away  their  appetite  for  all  sorts  of  meat.  This  account 
perfectly  agrees  with  what  the  children  of  Israel  are  represented 
as  saying. 

JEWISH  MANNER  OF  BLESSING. 

Gen.  xliii.  29.  God  he  gracious  to  thee,  my  son.]  "  This 
would  have  been  called  through  all  Europe,  and  in  the  living  lan- 
guages of  this  part  of  the  world,  the  giving  a  person  one's  bene- 
diction ;  but  it  is  a  simple  salutation  in  Asia,  and  it  is  there  used 
instead  of  those  offers  and  assurances  of  service,  which  it  is  the 
custom  to  make  use  of  in  the  West,  in  first  addressing  or  taking 
leave  of  an  acquaintance."  (Chardin.)  This  account  explains  the 
ground  of  the  scripture's  so  oflen  calling  the  salutations  and  fare- 
wells of  the  East  by  the  term  blessing.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  40. 

JEWISH  manner  of  EMBRACING. 

Gen.  xxxiii.  4.  And  Esau  ran  to  meet  him^  and  embraced 
him,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him.]  Such  pei'sons  as  are 
intimately  acquainted,  or  of  equal  age  and  dignity,  mutually  kiss 
the  hand,  the  head,  or  the  shoulder  of  each  other.  Shaw's  Trav. 
■p.  287.  This  passage,  and  Gen.  xlv.  14,  Luke  xv.  20,  Acts 
XX.  37,  seem  to  have  a  reference  to  the  eastern  way  of  kissing 
the  shoulder  in  an  embrace.    Harmer^  vol.  ii.  p.  53. 
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JEWISH  MANNER  OF  RENDING  CLOTHES. 

Gen.  xxxvii.  84.  Jacob  rent  hit  clothes!]  This  ceremony  is 
very  ancient,  and  is  frequently  mentioned  in  scripture.  Levi 
(Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Jews,  p.  174)  says,  it  was  per- 
formed in  the  following  manner :  **  they  take  a  knife,  and  holding 
the  blade  downwards,  do  give,  the  upper  garment  a  cut  on  the 
right  side,  and  then  rend  it  an  hand's  breadth.  This  is  done  for 
the  five  following  relations,  brother,  sister,  son,  or  daughter,  or 
wife ;  but  for  father  or  mother,  the  rent  is  on  the  left  side,  and  in 
all  the  garments,  as  coat,  waistcoat,"  &c. 

JEWISH  MODE  OF  PUNISHING  DRUNKARDS. 

1  CoR.  iv.  21.  ShaU  I  come  to  you  with  a  rod,  or  in  love,  and 
in  the  spirit  of  meekness  ?]  Here  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  a 
practice  among  the  Jews,  in  punishing  a  drunkard  or  gluttonous 
person  ;  they  first  corrected  him  with  words,  or  with  a  rod ;  but 
if  he  went  on  in  his  sin,  then  they  stoned  him.  Perhaps  the 
allusion  may  be  to  the  judges  in  the  Sanhedrim,  one  of  the 
ensigns  of  whose  office  was  a  rod  or  staflT,  .to  smite  with.  Gill, 
in  loc. 

JEWISH   MONTH   ADAR. 

Ezra  vi.  15.  The  month  Adar."]  This  was  the  name,  after 
the  Babylonish  captivity,  of  the  twelfth  month,  nearly  answering 
to  our  February,  O.  S.  and  perhaps  so  called  ft'om  the  richness 
or  exuberance  of  the  earth  in  plants  and  flowers  at  that  season, 
in  the  warm  eastern  countries.  *'  As  February  advances,  the 
fields,  which  were  partly  green  before,  now,  by  the  springing  up 
of  the  latter  grain,  become  entirely  covered  with  an  agreeable 
verdure :  and  though  the  trees  continue  in  their  leafless  state  till 
the  end  of  this  month  or  the  beginning  of  March,  yet  the  almond, 
when  latest,  being  in  blossom  before  the  middle  of  February,  and 
quickly  succeeded  by  the  apricot,  peach,  &c.  gives  the  gardens  an 
agreeable  appearance.  Ihe  spring  now  becomes  extremely 
pleasant.''  See  Russell's  Nat.  Hist,  of  Aleppo,  p.  13,  30.  Has- 
selquist's  Travels^  p.  27. 

JEWISH   permission   TO   PROCEED. 

Luke  vii.  40.  And  he  saith,  master,  say  o/i.]  This  was  a 
way  of  speaking  in  use  with  the  Jews,  giving  leave  to  proceed  in 
a  discourse ;  and  as  Christ  was  now  a  guest  in  this  man's  house, 
he  asks  leave  of  him,  and  he  grants  it.  We  read  of  R.  Simeon 
ben  Gamaliel,  that  he  said  to  R.  Ishmael  ben  £lishah,  **  Is  it 
thy  pleasure  that  I  should  say  before  thee  one  thing?  he  said 
unto  him,  say  on."    Gill,  in  loc. 

JEWISH  PERVERSION  OF  DANCING  BEFORE  THE  LORD. 

2  Sam.  vi.  14.  And  David  danced  before  the  Lord  with  all 
his  might.]  Upon  this  circumstance  the  Jews  have  grounded  a 
ridiculous  custom.     In  the  evening  of  tlie  day  on  which  they 
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drew  water  out  of  the  pool  of  Siloam,  those  who  were  esteemed 
the  wise  men  of  Israel,  the  elders  of  the  Sanhedrim,  the  rulers  of 
the  synagogues,  and  the  doctors  of  the  schools,  met  in  the  court 
of  the  temple.  All  the  temple  music  played,  and  the  old  men 
danced,  while  the  women  in  the  balconies  round  the  court,  and 
the  men  on  the  ground  were  spectators.  All  the  sport  was  to  see 
these  venerable  fathers  of  the  nation  skip  and  dance,  clap  their 
hands  and  sing ;  and  they  who  played  the  fool  most  egregiously 
acquitted  themselves  with  most  honour.  In  this  manner  they 
spent  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  till  at  length  two  priests 
sounded  a  retreat  with  trumpets.  This  mad  festivity  was  repeated 
every  evening,  except  on  the  evening  before  the  sabbath,  which 
fell  in  this  festival,  and  on  the  evening  before  the  last  and  great 
day  of  the  feast.     Jennings^s  Jewish  Antiq.  yoi.  ii.  p.  235. 

JEWISH  PROSELYTES  DESCRIBED. 

John  iii.  10.  Art  thou  a  master  of  Israel,  and  knowest  not 
these  things  f ]  There  were  several  ceremonies  to  be  performed 
by  all  who  became  Jewish  proselytes.  The  first  was  circum-* 
cision :  the  second  was  washing  or  baptism :  and  the  third  was 
that  of  offering  sacrifice.  It  was  a  common  opinion  among  the 
Jews,  concerning  those  who  had  gone  through  all  these  ceremo- 
nies, that  they  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  new-born  infants. 
Maimonides  says  it  in  express  terms :  **  A  Gentile  who  is  be-* 
come  a  proselyte,  and  a  slave  who  is  set  at  liberty,  are  both  as  it 
were  new-born  babes ;  which  is  the  reason  why  those  who  before 
were  their  parents  are  now  no  longer  so."  Hence  it  is  evident 
that  nothing  could  be  more  just  than  Christ's  reproaching  Nico- 
demus  with  his  being  a  master  in  Israel,  and  yet  being  at  the 
same  time  ignorant  how  a  man  could  be  born  a  second  time. 
Fleury's  Hist,  of  Israelites,  p.  201. 

JEWISH  PROSEUCHiE. 

Acts  xvi.  13.  On  the  sabbath  we  went  out  of  the  dty  by  a 
river's  side,  where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made.']  The  Jewish 
proseuchae  were  places  of  prayer,  in  some  circumstances  similar 
to,  in  others  different  from,  their  synagogues:  the  latter  were 
generally  in  cities,  and  were  covered  places;  whereas,  for  the 
most  part,  the  proseuchse  were  out  of  the  cities,  on  the  banks  of 
rivers,  having  no  covering,  except,  perhaps,  the  shade  of  some 
trees,  or  covered  galleries.  Their  vicinity  to  water  was  for  the 
convenience  of  those  frequent  washings  and  ablutions  which  were 
introduced  among  them. 

JEWISH  PRIESTS  WERE  TO  BATHE  IN  RUNNING  WATER* 

Lev.  XV.  13.  And  bathe  his  flesh  in  running  water.]  The 
difference  between  bathing  in  ordinary  and  in  running  water  is 
here  strongly  marked,  by  a  positive  command  in  favour  of  the  lat- 
ter.    This  circumstance  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Jewish  ritual^ 
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but  is  to  be  met  Vith  in  the  Mahometan  law,  and  in  the  Indian 
religion.  In  the  Indies  it  is  a  most  meritorious  act  to  pmy  to 
God  in  the  running  stream.     Bemier's  Travelsy  vol.  ii. 

JEWISH  PURIFICATION  WITH  THE  WATER  OF  SEPARATION. 

Numb.  xxxi.  23.  It  shall  be  purified  with  the  water  of  sepa- 
ration,'] The  Jews  have  continued,  from  the  time  of  Moses, 
particularly  to  observe  such  precepts,  whether  written  or  tra^ 
ditional,  as  respect  purification.  In  many  instances  they  have 
carried  their  regard  to  a  superstitious  extreme.  Leo  of  Modena 
(p.  8)  says,  "If  they  buy  any  new  vessel  of  glass,  earth,  or 
metal,  they  wash  it  first  thoroughly,  plunging  it  under  water  in 
some  river,  well,  or  bath." 

Heb.  X.  22.  Our  bodies  washed  with  pure  water."]  Wash- 
ings and  purifications  were  very  constantly  performed  by  the 
Jews,  and  the  people  of  the  East  in  general.  The  water  used  on 
these  occasions  vvas  required  to  be  very  pure,  and  was  therefore 
fetched  from  fountains  and  rivers.  The  water  of  lakes  or  standing 
ponds  was  unfit  for  this  purpose :  so  was  also  that  of  the  purest 
stream,  if  it  had  been  a  considerable  time  separated  from  its 
source.  Hence  recens  aqua,  fresh  water,  is  applied  to  this  use 
in  Virgil : — 

OccupQt  iEneas  aditam,  corpusque  recenti 

Spirit  aqud. —  ^n.  vi.  lin.  635. 

The  Jewish  Essenes  made  use  of  the  purer  sorts  of  water  for 
cleansing,  as  we  are  informed  by  Porphyry.  To  this  practice  the 
apostle  seems  to  allude  in  these  words :  and  Ezekiel  in  like  man- 
ner says,  "  then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye 
shall  be  clean"  (Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.)  Sea  water,  on  account  of  its 
saltness,  was  preferred  to  any  other.  Hence  Aristeas  reports 
concerning  some  of  the  Jews  who  lived  near  the  sea,  that  every 
day  before  matins  they  used  to  wash  their  hands  in  the  sea. 
Potter's  Archaeologia  Graeca,  vol.  ii.  p.  222. 

JEWISH  SCRIBES  IN  OUR  lord's  TIME.  ^ 

Matt,  xxiii.  2.  The  scribes.]  The  scribes  were  persons  some 
way  employed  about  books,  writings,  or  accounts,  either  in  trans- 
scribing,  reading,  or  explaining  them.  According  to  these  various 
employments  there  were  several  sorts  of  them.  Most  authors, 
however,  reduce  them  to  two  general  classes,  civil  and  ecclesias- 
tical scribes.  Of  the  civil  scribes  there  were  doubtless  various 
ranks  and  degrees,  from  the  common  scrivener  to  the  principal 
secretary  of  state.  It  is  probable  the  next  scribe  in  office  was 
the  secretary  of  war,  called  the  principal  scribe  of  the  host,  who 
mustered  the  people  of  the  land  {2  Kings  xxv.  19.)  It  is  reason- 
ably supposed  this  is  the  officer  referred  to  in  Isaiah  xxxiii.  18. 
^'  Where  is  the  scribe?  Where  is  the  receiver?  Where  is  he 
that  counteth   the  towers?"     Besides   the  principal  scribes   or 
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secretaries,  we  read  of  numbers  of  a  lower  order,  as  of  **  the 
families  of  the  scribes  which  dwelt  at  Jabez"  (1  Chron.  ii.  55), 
and  of  the  scribes^  as  well  as  the  officers  and  porters  that  were  of 
the  tribe  of  Levi.  {2  Chron.  xxxiv.  13.)  It  is  probable  some  of 
these  were  under-secretaries  and  clerks  to  the  principal  scribes ; 
others  of  them  might  be  scriveners  employed  in  drawing  deeds 
and  contracts,  and  in  writing  letters,  and  any  other  business  of 
penmanship.  Such  scribes  are  referred  to  in  Psalm  xlv.  1.  "  My 
tongue  is  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer."  Others  of  these  inferior 
scribes  might  be  schoolmasters,  who,  as  the  Jewish  doctors  tell 
us,  were  chiefly  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon^  and  that  Jacob's  prophetic 
curse  upon  this  tribe,  that  ''  they  should  be  divided  in  Jacob, 
and  scattered  in  Israel"  (Gen.  xlix.  7),  was  hereby  accomplished. 

The  ecclesiastical  scribes,  who  are  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
New  Testament,  were  the  learned  of  the  nation  who  expounded 
the  law,  and  taught  it  to  the  people,  and  are  therefore  sometimes 
called  vofxoSiSaaKoXoif  doctors  of  the  law.  The  vo/kkoc,  so  often 
mentioned  in  the  New  Testament,  and  rendered  lawyers,  were 
the  scribes.  Compare  Matt.  xxii.  35,  with  Mark  xii.  28.  Scribe 
was  a  general  name  or  title  of  all  who  studied,  and  were  teachers 
of  the  law  and  of  religion,  (Isaiah  ix.  15.)  They  were  the 
preaching  clergy  among  the  Jews,  and  while  the  priests  attended 
the  sacrifices,  they  instructed  the  people.  It  appears,  however, 
that  what  they  taUght  chiefly  related  to  the  traditions  of  the 
fathers ;  that  it  was  about  external,  carnal,  and  trivial  rites ;  and 
that  it  was  very  litigious  and  disputatious.  Jennings's  Jewish 
Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  390. 

Matt,  xxiii.  6.  jind  love  the  uppermost  rooms  at  feasts,"] 
"  At  their  feasts  matters  were  commonly  ordered  thus :  three 
couches  were  set  in  the  form  of  the  Greek  letter  U.  The  table 
was  placed  in  the  middle,  the  lower  end  whereof  was  left  open  to 
give  access  to  servants  for  setting  and  removing  the  dishes,  and 
serving  the  guests.  The  other  tnree  sides  were  inclosed  by  the 
couches,  whence  it  got  the  name  of  triclinium.  The  middle 
couch,  which  lay  along  the  upper  end  of  the  table,  and  was  there- 
fore accounted  the  most  honourable  place,  and  that  which  the 
pharisees  are  said  particularly  to  have  affected,  was  distinguished 
by  the  name  TrpwroicXccrio.'*    Campbell,  Prelim.  Dissert.  p«  365. 

JEWS  GENERALLY  LIFTED  UP  THE  RIGHT  HAND  IN  PRAYER. 

Psalm  xxviii.  2,  When  I  lift  up  my  hands  toward  thy  holy 
oracleJ]  Lifting  up  the  hands  was  a  gesture  commonly  used  in 
prayer  by  the  Jews.  There  are  many  instances  to  prove  that  it 
was  practised  by  the  heathens  also.  See  Homer,  II.  v.  174.  So 
also  Horace : — 

Co&lo  suspinas  bI  tulens  manus 

Nascente  ]uu& B.  iii.  Od.  ?3.  1. 

Other  instances  may  be  found  in  Virgil,  iEn.  ii.  and  x. 
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1  Tim.  ii.  8.  Lifting  up  holy  hands."]  The  apostle  alludes  to  a 
custom  of  the  Jews^  who  always  used  to  wash  their  hands  before 
prayer.  The  account  Maimonides  gives  is  this :  ''  a  man  must 
wash  his  hands  up  to  the  elbow,  and  after  that  pray.  They  do 
not  make  clean  for  prayer  but  the  hands  only,  in  the  rest  of 
prayers,  except  the  morning  prayer:  but  before  the  morning 
prayer  a  man  washes  his  face^  his  hands,  and  feet,  and  after  that 
prays." 

JOB  BEWAILS  HIS  BIRTH. 

Job  iii.  12.  Why  did  the  knees  prevent  me?]  This  is  not  to 
be  understood  of  tne  mother;  but  either  of  the  midwife,  who 
received  the  new-born  infant  into  her  lap,  or  of  the  father,  as  it 
was  usual  for  him  to  take  the  child  upon  his  knees  as  soon  as  it 
was  born.  Gen.  1.  23.  This  custom  obtained  amongst  the  Greeks 
and  Romans.  Hence  the  goddess  Levana  had  her  name,  causing 
the  father  in  this  way  to  own  the  child.     Gill,  in  loco. 

JOB*S  PRINCELY  MAGNIFICENCE. 

Job  i.  3.  So  that  this  man  was  the  greatest  of  all  the  men  in 
the  East.]  Job  might  well  be  styled  the  greatest  man  in  the  land 
of  Uz,  when  he  was  possessed  of  half  as  many  camels  as  a  modern 
king  of  Persia.  **  The  king  of  Persia  being  in  Mazanderan  in 
the  year  1676,  the  Tartars  set  upon  the  camels  of  the  king  in  the 
month  of  February,  and  took  three  thousand  of  them,  which  was 
a  great  loss  to  him,  for  he  has  but  seven  thousand  in  all,  if  their 
number  should  be  complete:  especially  considering  that  it  was 
winter,  when  it  was  difficult  to  procure  others  in  a  country  which 
was  a  stranger  to  commerce,  and  their  importance,  these  beasts 
carrying  all  the  baggage ;  for  which  reason  they  are  all  called  the 
ships  of  Persia."    Chardin.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  486. 

job's  rebuke  of  HIS  WIFE. 

Job  ii.  10.  Uiou  speakest  as  one  of  the  foolish  women  speak' 
eth.]  Sanctius  thinks  that  Job  refers  to  the  Idumean  women, 
who,  like  other  heathens,  when  their  gods  did  not  please  them, 
or  they  could  not  obtain  of  them  what  they  desired,  would 
reproach  and  cast  them  away,  and  throw  them  into  the  fire,  or 
the  water,  as  the  Persians  are  said  to  do. 

Joshua's  death — from  the  septuagint. 

Josh.  xxiv.  30.]  There  is  a  remarkable  addition  in  the  Sep- 
tuagint to  the  Sacred  History  concerning  Joshua,  which  deserves 
attention,  and  naturally  engages  the  mind  to  inquire  whether  it 
was  made  by  the  Egyptian  translators  of  the  Jewish  scriptures,  in 
conformity  to  what  they  knew  was  practised  in  the  burials  of 
Egypt,  or  whether  it  was  on  that  account  expunged  by  the  Jew- 
ish critics  from  the  Hebrew  original.  The  Vatican  copy  of  the 
Septuagint  has  given  us  this  addition  to  the  account  that  appears 
in  the  Hebrew  copies  of  the  interment  of  Joshua.  (Ch.  xxiv.  v. 
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30.)  "  These  they  put  with  him,  into  the  sepulchre  in  which 
they  buried  him,  the  Icnives  of  flint  with  which  he  circumcised 
the  children  of  Israel  in  Gilgal,  when  he  brought  them  out  of 
Egypt,  as  the  Lord  commanded  them,  and  there  they  are  unto 
this  day."  On  the  contrary,  the  famous  Alexandrine  copy  of  the 
Septuagint,  and  some  others,  have  not  these  clauses.  Whether 
this  superadded  account  is  spurious  or  not,  there  seeitis  to  be  a 
manifest  allusion  to  the  manner  in  which  the  ancient  Egyptians 
were  accustomed  to  bury  their  dead.  Maillet  informs  us,  "  that 
some  time  before  he  wrote,  the  principal  person  of  Sacara,  a  vil- 
lage near  the  plain  where  the  mummies  lie  buried,  caused  some 
of  these  subterraneous  vaults  to  be  opened,  and  as  he  was  very 
much  my  friend,  he  communicated  to  me  various  curiosities,  a 
great  number  of  mummies,  of  wooden  figures,  and  inscriptions  in 
hieroglyphical  and  unknown  characters,  which  were  found  there. 
In  one  of  these  vaults  they  found,  for  instance,  the  coffin  of  an 
embalmed  body  of  a  woman,  before  which  was  placed  a  figure  of 
wood,  representing  a  youth  on  his  knees,  laying  a  finger  on  his 
mouth,  and  holding  with  his  other  hand  a  sort  of  chafing-dish, 
which  was  placed  on  his  head,  and  in  which,  without  doubt,  had 
been  some  perfumes.  This  youth  had  divers  hieroglyphical  cha- 
racters on  his  stomach.  They  broke  this  figure  in  pieces,  to  see 
if  there  was  any  gold  inclosed  in  it.  There  was  found  in  the 
mummy,  which  was  opened  in  like  manner,  for  the  same  reason^ 
a  small  vessel,  about  a  foot  long,  filled  with  the  same  kind  of 
balsam  with  that  made  use  of  to  preserve  bodies  from  corruption ; 
perhaps  this  might  be  a  mark  by  which  they  distinguished  those 
persons  who  had  been  employed  in  embalming  the  dead."  (p. 
^77.)  He  goes  on ;  "I  caused  another  mummy  to  be  opened^ 
which  was  the  body  of  a  female,  and  which  had  been  given  me 
by  the  Sieur  Bagarry,  it  was  opened  in  the  house  of  the  Capuchin 
fathers  of  this  city  (Grand  Cairo).  This  mummy  had  its  right 
hand  placed  upon  its  stomach,  and  under  this  hand  were  found 
the  strings  of  a  musical  instrument,  perfectly  well  preserved^ 
From  hence  I  should  conclude,  that  this  was  the  body  of  a  per-^ 
son  that  used  to  play  on  this  instrument,  or  at  least  of  one  that 
had  a  great  taste  for  music*  I  am  persuaded,  that  if  every 
mummy  were  examined  with  the  like  care,  we  should  find  some 
sign  or  other  by  which  the  character  of  the  party  would  be 
known."  The  burying  of  those  knives  of  flint  with  Joshua,  must 
have  been  done,  or  supposed  to  have  been  done,  as  a  mai*k  of  an 
event  the  most  remarKable  of  his  life,  in  conformity  to  the 
Egyptian  modes  of  distinguishing  the  dead,  by  tokens  of  a  similar 
nature.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  398. 

JOT  OR  TITTLE,  AS  EXPLAfNGD  BV  S0ME« 

Matt.  v.  18.  One  jot  or  one  tittle,']  It  has  been  thought 
that  this  refers  to  one  of  those  ducts,  dashes,  or  corners  of  letters, 
which  distinguish  one  letter  from  another,  and  nearly  resemble 
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each  other.  Other  persons  have  apprehended  that  it  refers  to 
one  of  those  little  strokes  in  the  tops  of  letters,  which  the  Jews 
call  crowns  or  spikes^  in  which  they  imagined  great  mysteries 
were  contained.  There  were  some  persons  among  them  who 
made  it  their  business  to  search  into  the  meaning  of  every  letter, 
and  of  every  one  of  these  little  horns  or  pricks  that  were  upon 
the  top  of  them.    To  this  custom  Christ  is  here  supposed  to  refer. 

JOURNALS  KEPT  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

Esther  vi.  1.  The  hook  of  records,']  In  tliese  diaries  (which 
we  now  call  journals),  wherein  was  set  down  what  passed  every 
day,  the  manner  of  the  Persians  was,  to  record  the  names  of 
those  who  had  done  the  king  any  signal  service.  Accordingly, 
Josephus  informs  us,  "  that,  upon  the  secretary's  reading  of  these 
journals,  he  took  notice  of  such  a  person,  who  had  great  honours 
and  possessions  given  him,  as  a  reward  for  a  glorious  and  remark- 
able action ;  and  of  such  another,  who  made  his  fortune  by  the 
bounties  of  his  prince  for  his  fidelity :  but  that  when  he  came  to 
the  particular  story  of  the  conspiracy  of  the  two  eunuchs  against 
the  person  of  the  king,  and  of  the  discovery  of  this  treason  by 
Mordecai,  the  secretary  read  it  over,  and  was  passing  forward  to 
the  next,  when  the  king  stopped  him,  and  asked  if  that  person 
had  any  reward  given  him  for  his  service."  This  shows  a  sin- 
gular providence  of  God,  that  the  secretary  should  read  in  that 
very  part  of  the  book,  wherein  the  services  of  Mordecai  was 
recorded,  vide  Jewish  Antiq.  lib.  xi.  cap.  6. 

JOY  AT  THE  prodigal's  RETURN. 

Luke  xv.  £5.  Now  his  elder  son  was  in  the  fields  and  as  he 
came  and  drew  nigh  to  the  house,  he  heard  music  and  dancing.'] 
To  express  the  joy  which  the  return  of  the  prodigal  afforded  his 
father,  music  and  dancing  was  provided  as  a  part  of  the  entertain- 
ment. This  expression  does  not  however  denote  the  dancing  of 
the  family  and  guests,  but  that  of  a  company  of  persons  hired  on 
this  occasion  for  that  very  purpose.  Such  a  practice  prevailed  in 
some  places  to  express  peculiar  honour  to  a  friend,  or  joy  upon 
any  special  occasion.  Major  Rooke,  in  his  travels  fi*om  India 
through  Arabia  Felix,  relates  an  occurrence  which  will  illustrate 
this  part  of  the  parable.  ^Mladje  Cassim,  who  is  a  Turk,  and 
one  of  the  richest  merchants  in  Cairo,  had  interceded  on  my 
behalf  with  Ibrahim  Bey,  at  the  instance  of  his  son,  who  had 
been  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and  came  from  Judda  in  the 
same  ship  with  me.  The  father,  in  celebration  of  his  son's 
return,  gave  a  most  magnificent  fete  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of 
my  captivity,  and  as  soon  as  I  was  released,  sent  to  invite  me  to 
partake  of  it,  and  I  accordingly  went.  His  company  was  very 
numerous,  consisting  of  three  or  four  hundred  Turks,  who  were 
all  sitting  on  sophas  and  benches,  smoking  tiieir  long  pipes. 
The  room  in  which  they  were  assembled  was  a  spacious  and  lofty 
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hall,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  band  of  music,  .composed  of 
five  Turkish  instruments,  and  some  vocal  performers:  as  there 
were  no  ladies  in  the  assembly,  you  may  suppose  it  was  not  the 
most  lively  party  in  the  world,  but  being  new  to  me,  was  for  that 
reason  entertaining."     (p.  104.) 

KALMUCKS  PRESERVE  A  TRADITION  OF  THE  MESSIAH. 

Gen.  V.  24*.  God  took  him.']  The  following  singular  tradition 
may  possibly  have  some  reference  to  the  translation  of  Enoch : 
**  The  Kalmucks,  among  other  idols,  worship  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner one,  which  they  call  Xacamuni,  They  say,  that  four  thousand 
years  ago,  he  was  only  a  sovereign  prince  in  India ;  but,  on  ac- 
count of  his  unparalleled  sanctity,  God  hath  taken  him  up  to 
heaven  alive."     Von  Strahlenberg's  Siberia,  p.  409. 

KEY  AN  ENSIGN  OF  POWER  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Isaiah  xxii.  22.  The  key  of  the  house  of  David  will  I  lay  upon 
his  shoulder.]  The  dijfficulties  which  commentators  have  found  in 
this  passage  are  judiciously  removed  by  the  learned  Bp.  Lowth, 
whose  note  is  as  follows  :  '^  As  the  robe  and  the  baldrick,  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  verse,  were  the  ensigns  of  power  and 
authority,  so  likewise  was  the  key  the  mark  of  office,  either  sacred 
or  civil.  The  priestess  of  Juno  is  said  to  be  the  key-bearer  of 
the  goddess*  kAecSovxoc  Hpac*  ^schyl.  Suppl.  ^99.  A  female 
high  in  office  under  a  great  queen  has  the  same  title : 

(Auctor  Phoronidis  ap.  Clem,  Alex.  p.  418.  edit.  Potter.) 
This  mark  of  office  was  likewise  among  the  Greeks,  as  here  in 
Isaiah,  borne  on  the  shoulder:  the  priestess  of  Ceres  KaTWfiaSiav 
BX'^KXaida-  (Callim.  Ceres,  ver.  45.)  To  comprehend  how  the  key 
could  be  borne  upon  the  shoulder,  it  will  be  necessary  to  say  some- 
what of  the  form  of  it :  but  without  entering  into  a  long  disquisi- 
tion, and  a  great  deal  of  obscure  learning  concerning  the  locks 
and  keys  of  the  ancients,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe  that  one 
sort  of  keys,  and  that  probably  the  most  ancient,  was  of  consider- 
able magnitude,  and  as  to  the  shape  very  much  bent  and  crooked. 
Aratus,  to  give  his  reader  an  idea  of  the  form  of  the  constellation 
of  Cassiopeia,  compares  it  to  a  key.  It  must  be  owned  that  the 
passage  is  very  obscure;  the  learned  Huetius  has  bestowed  a 
great  deal  of  pains  in  explaining  it  (Animadvers.  in  Manilii,  lib. 
i.  355),  and  I  think  has  succeeded  very  well  in  it.  Homer  (Odyss. 
xxi.  6)  describes  the  key  of  Ulysses's  store-house,  as  evKafnrriQy 
of  a  large  curvature,  which  Eustathius  explains  by  saying  it  was 
S/o67ravo6cSt)c,  in  shape  like  a  reap-hook.  Huetius  says,  the  con- 
stellation Cassiopeia  answers  to  this  description  :  the  stars  to  the 
north  making  the  curve  part,  that  is,  the  principal  part  of  the  key ; 
the  southern  stars  the  handle.  The  curve  part  was  introduced 
into  the:  key-hole ;  and,  being  properly  directed  by  the  handle, 
took  hold  of  the  bolts  within,  and  moved  them  from  their  places. 

Q  2 
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We  may  easHy  collect  from  this  account,  that  such  a  key  would 
lie  very  well  upon  the  shoulder ;  that  it  must  be  of  some  consid- 
erable size  and  weight,  and  could  hardly  be  commodiously  carried 
otherwise.  Ulysses's  key  was  of  brass,  and  the  handle  of  ivory ; 
but  this  was  a  royal  key ;  the  more  "common  ones  were  probably 
of  wood.  In  Egypt  they  have  no  other  than  wooden  locks  and 
keys  to  this  day  ;  even  the  gates  of  Cairo  have  no  better.  (Baum- 
garten,  Peregr.  i.  .18.  Thevenot,  part  ii.  ch.  10.) 

KEY  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

Luke  xi,  52,  Key  of  knowledge.']  It  is  said  that  authority  to 
explain  the  law  and  the  prophets  was  given  among  the  Jews  by 
the  delivery  of  a  key ;  and  of  one  Rabbi  Samuel  we  read,  that 
after  his  death  they  put  his  key  and  his  tablets  into  his  coffin, 
because  he  did  not  deserve  to  have  a  son  to  whom  he  might  leave 
the  ensigns  of  his  office.  If  the  Jews  really  had  such  a  custom 
in  our  Saviour's  time,  the  expression,  the  key  of  knowledge,  may 
seem  a  beautiful  reference  to  it. 

keys  of  the  kingdom  given  to  peter. 

Matt.  xvi.  19.  I  will  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.]  As  stewards  of  a  great  family,  especially  of  the  royal 
household,  bore  a  key,  probably  a  golden  one,  in  token  of  their 
office,  the  phrase  of  giving  a  person  the  key  naturally  grew  into 
an  expression  of  raising  him  to  great  power.  (Comp.  Isaiah  xxii. 
22,  with  Rev.  iii.  7.)  This  was  with  peculiar  propriety  applicable 
to  the  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God.  (1  Cor.  iv.  1.)  Peter's 
opening  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  being  the  first  that  preached 
it  both  to  the  Jews  and  to  the  Gentiles,  may  be  considered  as  an 
illustration  of  this  promise  ;  but  it  is  more  fully  explained  by  the 
power  of  binding  and  loosing  afterwards  mentioned. 

KID  A  delicacy  IN  THE  EAST. 

Luke  xv.  29,  A  kid.]  Kids  are  considered  as  a  delicacy. 
Hariri,  a  celebrated  writer  of  Mesopotamia,  describing  a  person's 
breaking  in  upon  a  great  pretender  to  mortification,  says,  he  found 
him  with  one  of  his  disciples,  "  entertaining  themselves  with 
much  satisfaction  with  bread  made  of  the  finest  flour,  with  a 
roasted  kid,  and  a  vessel  of  wine  before  them."  This  shows  in 
what  light  we  are  to  consider  the  complaint  made  by  the  elder 
brother  of  the  prodigal  son,  and  also  the  gratification  proposed  to 
be  sent  to  Tamar  (Gen.  xxxviii,  16),  and  the  present  made  by 
Sampson  to  his  pretended  bride,  (Judges  xv.  1.)  Harmer,  vol.  iv* 
p.  164. 

KING  OF  EDOM's  BONES  BURNT  INTO  LIME. 

Amos  ii.  1.  He  burnt  the  hones  of  the  king  of  Edom  into  lime.] 
*^  To  plaster  the  walls  of  his  house  with  it,"  as  the  Chaldee  para- 
phrase explains  the  text,  which  was  a  cruel  insulting  over  the 
dead.     A  piece  of  barbarity  resembling  this  is  told  by  Sir  Paul 
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Rycaut  (Present  state  of  the  Greek  Church,  ch.ii.)>  that  the  wall 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  made  of  the  bones  of  the  besieged, 
by  the  prince  who  tooK  it  by  storm. 

•king  of  the  jews  not  a  temporal  prince. 

John  i.  49.  Tkou  art  the  king  of  Israel.']  Those  who 
entertained  any  expectations  that  Christ  should  appear  as  a  tem- 
poral prince,  had  embraced  very  false  ideas  of  his  mission  and 
character.  They  were,  however,  in  a  great  measure  induced  by 
this  mistaken  hope,  to  overlook  the  office  which  he  was  to  dis- 
charge as  a  spiritual  ruler  in  Israel.  Iif  this  way  he  was  far  more 
honoured  and  exalted  than  he  could  have  been  by  any  of  those 
ceremonies  which  were  practised  upon  the  coronation  of  kings  in 
the  East.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  relate  the  circumstances  of 
so  great  an  event,  as  it  may  serve  to  evince  on  what  objects  the 
minds  of  the  Jews  were  most  intent.  Mr.  Bruce  has  given  us  a 
description  of  this  kind,  which,  on  account  of  the  conformity  it 
exhibits  between  the  manners  of  Abyssinia  and  Judea,  shall  have 
the  preference  to  any  other.  He  says,  that  "it  was  on  the  iSth 
of  March  (according  to  the  Abyssinian  account,  the  day  of  our 
Saviour's  first  coming  to  Jerusalem)  that  this  festival  began.  The 
king's  army  consisted  of  30,000  men.  All  the  great  officers,  all 
the  officers  of  state,  and  the  court,  then  present,  were  every  one 
dressed  in  the  richest  and  gayest  manner ;  nor  was  the  other  sex 
behind  hand  in  the  splendour  of  their  appearance.  The  king, 
dressed  in  crimson  damask,  with  a  great  chain  of  gold  round  his 
neck, -his  head  bare,  mounted  upon  a  horse  richly  caparisoned, 
advanced  at  the  head  of  his  nobility,  passed  the  outer  court,  and 
came  to  the  paved-way  before  the  church.  Here  he  was  met  by 
a  number  of  young  girls,  daughters  of  the  umbares,  or  supreme 
judges,  together  with  many  noble  virgins  standing  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  court, 

"  Two  of  the  noblest  of  these  held  in  their  hands  a  crimson 
cord  of  silk,  somewhat  thicker  than  a  common  whipcord,  but  of 
a  looser  texture,  stretched  across  from  one  company  to  another, 
as  if  to  shut  up  the  road  by  which  the  king  was  approaching  the 
church.  When  this  cord  was  prepared,  and  drawn  tight  about 
breast  high  by  the  girls,  the  king  entered,  advancing  at  a  mode- 
rate pace,  curvetting,  and  showing  the  management  of  his  horse. 
He  was  stopped  by  the  tension  of  this  string,  while  the  damsels 
on  each  side,  asking  who  he  was,  were  answered,  I  am  your  king, 
the  king  of  Ethiopia.  To  which  they  replied  with  one  voice, 
You  shall  not  pass,  you  are  not  our  king. 

"  The  king  then  retires  some  paces,  and  presents  himself  as  to 
pass,  and  the  cord  is  again  drawn  across  his  way  by  the  young 
women,  so  as  to  prevent  him,  and  the  question  repeated.  Who  are 
you  ?  The  king  answered,  I  am  your  king,  the  king  of  Israel ; 
but  the  damsels  resolved,  even  on  this  second  attack,  not  to  sur-? 
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render,  but  upon  their  own  terms.  They  again  answer,  You 
shall  not  pass,  you  are  not  our  king. 

"  The  third  time,  after  returning,  the  king  advances  with  a  face 
and  air  more  determined,  and  the  cruel  virgins  again  presenting  the 
cord,  and  asking  who  he  is  ?  he  answers,  I  am  your  king,  the 
king  of  Sion,  and  drawing  his  sword,  cuts  the  silk  cord  asunder. 
Immediately  upon  this  the  young  women  say,  it  is  a  truth,  you 
are  our  king,  you  are  the  king  of  Sion,  Upon  which  they  begin 
to  sing  Hallelujah,  and  in  this  they  are  joined  by  the  court  and 
army  upon  the  plain ;  fire  arms  are  discharged,  drums  and  trum- 
pets sound,  and  the  king,  Amidst  these  acclamations  and  rejoicings, 
advances  to  the  foot  of  the  stairs  of  the  church,  where  he  dis- 
mounts, and  there  sits  down  upon  a  stone,  which  by  its  remains, 
apparently  was  an  altar  of  Anubis,  or  the  dog-star.  At  his  feet 
there  is  a  large  slab  of  free-stone,  on  which  is  an  inscription. 

^'  The  king  is  first  anointed,  then  crowned,  and  is  accompanied 
half  way  up  the  steps  by  the  singing  priests,  called  dipteras, 
chanting  psalms  and  hymns :  here  he  stops  at  a  hole  made  for 
the  purpose  in  one  of  the  steps,  and  is  then  fumigated  with  in- 
cense and  myrrh,  aloes  and  cassia.  •  Divine  service  is  then  cele- 
brated, and  after  receiving  the  sacrament,  he  returns  to  the  x;amp, 
where  fourteen  days  should  regularly  be  spent  in  feasting,  and  all 
manner  of  rejoicing,  and  military  exercise."  (Travels,  vol.  ii.  p-  278.) 
This  extract  affords  some  illustration  of  Psalms  xxiv.  and  xlv. 

KING  SITTING  IN  THE  GATE  AN  ANCIENT  CUSTOM. 

2  Sam.  xix,  8.  Then  the  king  arose,  and  sat  in  the  gateJ]  This 
custom  appears  to  have  been  very  ancient,  and  is  found  in  other 
writings  than  the  sacred  books.     Homer  thus  represents  Nestor. 

The  old  man  early  rose,  walked  forth,  and  sate 

On  polish'd  stone  before  his  palace  gate. 

With  unguents  smooth  the  lucid  marble  shone, 

Where  ancient  Neleus  sat,  a  rustic  throne ; 

But  he  descending  to  the  infernal  shade, 

Sage  Nestor  fiU'd  it,  and  the  sceptre  sway'd.     Odjfss.  i.  518. 

These  seats  or  thrones  might  be  consecrated  with  oil,  to  draw 
reverence  to  the  seats  of  justice  by  an  act  of  religion. 

Esther  ii.  19.  The  king's  gate,']  "The  public  place  for 
doing  business  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  was  the  market 
place  or  exchange,  because  they  were  all  merchants.  In  our 
ancestors'  time  the  vassals  of  each  lord  met  in  the  court  of  his 
castle,  and  hence  comes  the  expression,  the  courts  of  princes.  As 
princes  live  more  retired  in  the  East,  affairs  are  transacted 
at  the  gate  of  their  seraglio :  and  this  custom  of  making  one's 
court  at  the  palace  gate  has  been  practised  ever  since  the 
times  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Persia.*'  Fleury's  Hist,  of  the 
Israelites,  p.  H7. 

KING  Solomon's  splendid  attire. 

Matt-  vi.  29,     Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like 
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one  of  these,]  The  royal  robes  which  were  put  on  the  king  of 
Judah  at  his  coronation  were  very  rich  and  splendid.  These  may 
certainly  be  gathered  from  the  declaration  of  Christ  in  these  words. 
This  allusion  is  the  more  apposite^  if,  as  Josephus  saith  (Antiq. 
lib.  viii.  c.  7),  Solomon  were  usually  clothed  in  white.  On  this 
supposition,  it  is  probable  that  this  was  the  cblour  of  the  royal 
robes  of  his  successors.  But  it  being  likewise  the  colour  of  the 
priest's  garments,  the  difference  between  them  must  be  supposed 
to  lie  in  the  richness  of  the  stuff  they  were  made  of.  Jennings's 
Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  184. 

KING  TAKING  OF  HIS  RING  AND  PUTTING  IT  ON  ANOTHER. 

Esther  iii.  10.  jind  the  king  took  his  ring  from  his  hand, 
and  gave  it  unto  HamanJ]  This  he  did  both  as  a  token  of  affec- 
tion and  honour.  With  the  Persians,  for  a  king  to  give  a  ring  to 
any  one  was  a  token  and  bond  of  the  greatest  love  and  friendship 
imaginable.  (Alex,  ab  Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  I.  i.e.  26.)  It  may 
be  this  was  given  to  Haman  to  seal  with  it  the  letters  that  were 
or  should  be  written,  giving  orders  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Jews. 

Among  the  Romans  in  after  times,  when  any  one  was  put  into 
the  equestrian  order,  a  ring  was  given  to  them,  for  originally  none 
but  knights  were  allowed  to  wear  them.  It  was  sometimes  used 
in  appointing  a  successor  in  the  kingdom :  as  when  Alexander 
was  dying,  he  took  his  ring  from  off  his  finger,  and  gave  it  to 
Perdiccas  by  which  it  was  understood  that  he  was  to  succeed  him. 
See  1  Mace.  vi.  14,  15.  "  Sit  annulus  tuus,  non  ut  vos  aliquod, 
sed  tanquam  ipse  tu :  non  minister  aliense  voluptatis,  sed  testis 
tusB."    Uic.  ad.  Q.  Fratr. 

KINGS  OF  ISRAEL  CHOSE  THEIR  WIVES  WITH  GREAT  CARE* 

2  Sam.  xi.  4.  jind  David  sent  messengers^  and  took  her.J 
The  kings  of  Israel  appear  to  have  taken  their  wives  with  very 
great  ease.  This  is  quite  consistent  with  the  account  given  in 
general  of  the  manner  in  which  eastern  princes  form  matrimonial 
alliances.  '^  The  king,  in  his  marriage,  uses  no  other  ceremony 
than  this :  he  sends  an  azagi  to  the  house  where  the  lady  lives, 
where  the  officer  announces  to  her,  it  is  the  king's  pleasure  that 
she  should  remove  instantly  to  the  palace.  She  then  dresses  her- 
self in  the  best  manner,  and  immediately  obeys.  Thenceforward 
he  assigns  her  an  apartment  in  the  palace,  and  gives  her  a  house 
elsewhere  in  any  part  she  chooses.  Then  when  he  makes  her 
iteghey  it  seems  to  be  the  nearest  resemblance  to  marriage;  for 
whether  in  the  court  or  the  camp,  he  orders  one  of  the  judges  to 
pronounce  in  his  presence,  that  ne,  the  king,  has  chosen  his  hand- 
maid, naming  her,  for  his  queen  :  upon  which  the  crown  is  put  on 
her  head^  but  she  is  notanointed."  Bruce*s  Travels^  vol.  iii.  p.  87. 

KISSING  THE  BEARD. 

2  Sam.  xx.  9.     Joab  took  Amasa  hy  the  beard  to  kiss  /^em.] 
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Mr  Harmer  (voL  ii.  p.  54)  supposes  we  are  to  understand  thk 
expression  as  referring  to  the  practice  of ''  kissing  the  beard  itself/' 
which  was  a  customary  thing.  D'Arvi^ux  (Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p. 
71),  describing  the  assembling  together  of  several  petty  Arab 
princes  at  an  entertainment,  says,  that  '^  all  the  emirs  came  just 
together  a  little  time  after,  accompanied  by  their  friends  and  attend- 
ants, and  after  the  usual  civilities,  caresses,  *'  kissing  of  the  beard," 
and  of  the  hand,  which  every  one  gave  and  received  according  to 
his  rank  and  dignity,  they  sat  down  upon  mats." 

2  Sam.  xx.  9.  And  Joab  took  Amasa  by  the  beard  with  his 
right  hand  to  kiss  him,"]  This  is  the  custom  still  among  the 
Eastern  people.  The  Indians  take  one  another  by  the  chin,  that 
is,  the  beard,  when  they  would  give  a  hearty  salute  to  a  person ; 
at  the  same  time  saying,  Bobba,  i.  e.  father,  or  Bii,  brother.  See 
Peter  della  Valle,  Travels,  p.  410. 

KISS  OF  HOMAGE. 

1  Sam.  X.  1.  And  kissed  him  J]  The  kiss  of  homage  was  one 
of  the  ceremonies  performed  at  the  inauguration  of  the  kings  of 
Israel.  The  Jews  called  it  the  kiss  of  majesty.  There  is  pro- 
bably an  allusion  to  it  in  Psalm  ii.  12. 

Job  xxxi.  26,  27.  Kissed  my  hand."]  ^*  If  (says  Pitts)  an  infer- 
ior comes  to  pay  his  respects  to  a  superior,  he  takes  his  superior's 
hand,  and  kisses  it,  afterwards  putting  it  to  his  forehead.  But  if 
the  superior  be  of  a  condescending  temper,  he  will  snatch  away 
his  hand  as  soon  as  the  other  has  touched  it ;  then  the  inferior 
puts  his  own  fingers  to  his  lips,  and  afterwards  to  his  forehead, 
and  sometimes  the  superior  will  also  in  return  put  his  hands  to 
his  lips."  (p.  66.)  Thus  also  Irwin  (Voyage,  p.  268),  *«  When  the 
shaik  of  Ghinnah  held  a  court  of  justice,  and  had  condemned  his 
vizier,  he  was  immediately  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  his  courtiers, 
who  'kissed  his  hands,'  embraced  his  knees,  and  interceded  with 
him  for  the  pardon  of  the  vizier."  If  Job  had  done  this  in  the 
case  he  refers  to,  it  would  have  been  an  idolatrous  action,  not- 
withstanding it  is  exactly  agreeable  to  the  civil  compressions  of 
respect  which  obtain  in  the  East. 

KNEADING  TROUGHS  OF  THE  ISRAELITES. 

ExoD.  xii.  34.  And  the  people  took  their  dough  before  it  was 
leavened,  their  kneading-trougns  being  bound  up  in  their  clothes 
upon  their  shouldersJ\  The  vessels  which  the  Arabs  make  use  of 
for  kneading  the  unleavened  cakes  which  they  prepare  are  only 
small  wooden  bowls.  (Shaw's  Trav.  p.  231.)  In  these  they 
afterwards  serve  up  their  provisions  when  cooked.  It  is  not  cer- 
tain that  these  wooden  bowls  were  the  kneading-troughs  of  the 
Israelites  :  but  it  is  incontestable  that  they  must  have  been  com- 
paratively small  and  light,  to  be  so  easily  carried  away. 

LAMPS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Matt.  xxv.  I.     Lamps."]  ^Euripides  in  his  jMedea  (p.  349,  ed 
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Steph.)  mentions  the  lighting  up  and  exhibition  of  lamps,  refer- 
ring it,  too,  to  the  females,  as  one  part  of  the  ceremony  belonging 
to  the  celebration  of  a  marriage.  So  likewise  Homer  de- 
scribes it : 

Hymw  avA  ootv.  II.  zviii. 

•**  from  their  chambers  forth  leading  the  brides>  they  ushered 


them  along  with  torches  through  the  streets.' 

Statins  in  his  Thebaid  (lib.  8)  puts  them  into  other  hands  upon 
the  same  occasion. 

Matt.  xxv.  6.  And  at  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made, 
behold  the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.']  In  "  The 
Customs  of  the  East  Indians  and  the  Jews  compared/'  the  follow- 
ing statement  is  given  of  the  marriage  ceremonies  of  the  former, 
which  is  remarkable  for  the  affinity  it  bears  to  the  usage  of  the 
latter  people.  "  On  the  day  of  their  marriage,  the  husband  and 
the  wife,  being  both  in  the  same  palki  or  palanquin,  go  out  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clock  at  night,  accompanied  with  all  their 
kindred  and  friends.  The  trumpets  and  drums  go  before  them  ; 
and  they  are  lighted  by  a  number  of  massals,  which  are  a  kind  of 
flambeaux.  Immediately  behind  the  palanquin  of  the  new  married 
couple  walk  many  women,  whose  business  it  is  to  sing  verses, 
wherein  they  wish  them  all  kind  of  prosperity.  The  new  married 
couple  go  abroad  in  this  equipage  for  the  space  of  some  hours, 
after  which  they  return  to  their  own  houses,  where  the  women 
and  domestics  wait  for  them,  the  whole  house  is  enlightened  with 
little  lamps,  and  many  of  these  massals  already  mentioned  are 
kept  ready  for  their  arrival,  besides  those  that  accompany  them, 
and  go  before  their  palanquin.  This  sort  of  lights  are  nothing 
else  but  many  pieces  of  old  linen,  squeezed  hard  against  one  ano- 
ther in  a  round  figure,  and  thrust  down  into  a  mould  of  copper. 
Those  who  hold  them  in  one  hand  have  in  the  other  a  bottle  of 
the  same  metal  with  the  mould  of  copper,  which  is  full  of  oil,  and 
they  take  care  to  pour  out  of  it  from  time  to  time  "upon  the  linen, 
which  otherwise  gives  no  light." 

LANDMARKS  AMONG  THE  JEWS  WERE  NOT  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Deut.  xix.  14.  Thou  shalt  not  remove  thy  neighbour's  land- 
marks,  which  they  of  old  time  have  set  in  thine  inheritance.]  It 
was  the  common  practice  both  with  the  Hebrews  and  with  the 
Romans  to  erect  land-marks  to  distinguish  the  boundaries  of  par- 
ticular estates :  and  in  setting  apart  land  for  any  use,  they  erected 
a  pillar,  upon  which  was  marked  its  length  and  breadth.  From 
many  ancient  inscriptions  it  is  evident  that  the  Romans  added  the 
following  letters :  H.  M.  H.  N.  S.  **  Hoc  monumentum  haeredes 
'  non  sequitur."  See  Horace  b.  i.  sat.  viii.  12.  The  heathens  had 
a  deity  called  Jupiter  Terminalis,  appointed  to  preside  over  bounds 
and  land-marks.     Numa  Pompilius  appointed  stones  to  be  set  as 
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bounds  to  every  man's  land^  and  dedicated  them  to  Jupiter 
Terminalis.  *  He  ordered  that  those  who  removed  them  should 
be  sldn  as  sacrilegious  persons,  and  they  and  their  oxen  devoted  to 
destruction. 

LARGE  UPPER  ROOM  FOR  EATING  THE  PASSOVER. 

Mark  xiv.  15.  A  large  upper  room  furnished  and  prepared^] 
The  English  which  comes  nearest  the  import  of  earpcu/ixcvov  is 
carpeted :  but  when  the  term  is  used,  as  here,  of  a  dining  room, 
it  is  not  meant  only  of  the  floor,  but  of  the  couches  on  which  the 
guests  reclined  at  meals.  On  these  they  used,  for  the  sake  both 
of  neatness  and  of  convenience,  to  spread  a  coverlet  or  carpet. 
As  this  was  commonly  the  last  thing  they  did  in  dressing  the  room, 
it  may  not  improperly  be  employed  to  denote  the  whole.  Camp- 
bell's Translation  of  the  Gospels,  note. 

LAW  AGAINST  CONCEALING. 

Deut.  xiii.  8.  Neither  shalt  thou  conceal  him,']  This  law, 
which  requires  that  relations  should  both  reveal  and  punish  the 
wickedness  of  those  who  were  the  nearest  in  blood  to  them,  though 
apparently  severe,  is  actually  the  law  of  several  countries ;  where 
the  subjects  are  commanded,  on  pain  of  death,  to  disclose  con- 
spiracies, in  which  they  are  not  so  much  as  even  concerned.  In 
Japan,  where  the  laws  subvert  every  idea  of  human  reason,  the 
crime  of  concealment  is  applied  even  to  the  most  ordinary  cases. 
A  certain  narrative  (Collection  of  Voyages  which  contributed  to 
the  Establishment  of  the  East  India  Company,  p.  423),  makes 
mention  of  two  young  ladies,  who  were  shut  up  for  life  in  a  box  thick 
set  with  pointed  nails,  the  one  for  having  had  a  love  intrigue, 
the  other  for  not  disclosing  it. 

LAW  OF  consanguinity  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Deut.  xxv.  5.  If  brethren  dwell  together,  and  one  of  them 
die  and  have  no  child,  the  wife  of  the  dead  shall  not  marry  with- 
out unto  a  stranger:  her  husband^  s  brother  shall  go  in  unto  her^ 
and  take  her  to  him  to  wife.}  From  this  ancient  custom  the 
Athenians  appear  to  have  had  that  remarkable  law,  that  no  heiress 
must  marry  out  of  her  kindred,  but  shall  resign  up  herself  and 
her  fortune  to  her  nearest  relation ;  and  by  the  same  law  the 
nearest  relation  was  obliged  to  marry  her.  Potter's  Gr.  Ant. 
vol.  i.  p.  159. 

Among  the  modern  eastern  nations  we  still  meet  with  the  law 
or  custom  of  marrying  the  brother's  widow.  Thus  Olearius 
(Ambassador's  Travels  into  Persia,  p.  417.  Eng.  ed.)  informs  us 
concerning  the  Circassians :  "  When  a  man  dies  without  issue, 
his  brother  is  obliged  to  marry  the  widow,  to  raise  up  seed  to 
him."  Volney  (Voyage  en  Syrie,  tom.  ii.  p.  74)  observes,  that 
"  the  druzes  retain,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  custom  of  the  Hebrews, 
which  directed  a  man  to  marry  his  brother's  widow :  but  this  is  not 
peculiar  to  them,  for  they  have  this  as  well  as  many  other  customs 


ORIENTAL    C?U8TOMS.  235 

of  that  ancient  people^  in  common  with  the  inhabitants  of  Syria, 
and  with  the  Arabians  in  general." 

Amongst  the  Arabians,  if  a  father  left  one  or  more  widow,  the 
sons  often  married  them,  provided  they  were  not  their  own  mothers. 
This  usage  was  suppressed  by  Mohammed ;  and  before  his  time 
it  was  marked  with  a  degree  of  detestation.  Lord  Hailes  (Annals 
of  Scotland,  p.  39)  informs  us,' that  this  custom  prevailed  in 
Scotland  so  late  as  the  eleventh  century :  and  he  supposed  it 
might  have  originated  from  avarice,  in  order  to  relieve  the  heir 
from  the  payment  of  a  jointure. 

LAW  OF  THE  NAZARITES. 

Numb.  vi.  5.  Atid  shall  let  the  locks  of  the  hair  of  his  head 
growJ\  The  Egyptians  used  to  let  their  hair  grow  in  honour  of 
their  gods,  particularly  of  Apollo,  Bacchus,  and  Minerva.  This 
superstitious  practice  indeed  grew  to  such  a  height,  that  they  con- 
secrated it  to  rivers,  in  which  they  thought  there  was  some  divi- 
nity. In  other  instances  they  cut  it  off,  and  hung  it  upon  trees, 
or  laid  it  up  in  their  temples,  there  to  be  preserved.  At  Athens 
there  was  a  certain  day  appointed  in  one  of  their  feasts,  in  which 
the  hair  of  their  children  was  cut  off,  and  sacrificed  to  Diana. 
And  according  to  Uesychius,  before  they  performed  this  act,  they 
brought  a  measure  of  wine,  which  they  offered  to  Hercules,  and 
then  all  who  were  present  drank  of  it.  This  circumstance,  if  not 
an  imitation,  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  with  the  drink-ofiering 
mentioned  ver.  17.  Some  writers  have  asserted  that  the  laws  of 
the  Hebrew  Nazarites  were  given  to  prevent  an  idolatrous  adop- 
tion of  Egyptian  customs  :  but  it  seems  much  more  probable  that 
these  usages  are  posterior  to  the  time  of  Moses,  and  that  they 
are  borrowed  from  his  institutions.     See  Patrick  in  loc. 

LAWS  OF  THE  MEDES  AND  PERSIANS  UNCHANGEABLE. 

.  Dan.  vi.  8.  The  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  which  alter- 
eth  not.']  Chardin  says  that  in  Persia,  when  the  king  has  con- 
demned a  person,  it  is  no  longer  lawful  to  mention  his  name,  or 
to  intercede  in  his  favour.  Though  the  king  were  drunk  or  beside 
himself,  yet  the  decree  must  be  executed ;  otherwise  he  would 
contradict  himself,  and  the  law  admits  of  no  contradiction. 

LAYING  THE  SICK  IN  THE  STREETS. 

Mark  vi.  5Q,  They  laid  the  sick  in  the  streets.]  Maximus 
Tyrius  tells  us,  (in  his  fortieth  Dissertation,  p.  477),  that  the 
medical  art,  as  reported,  had  its  rise  from  the  custom  of  placing 
sick  persons  on  the  side  of  frequented  ways,  that  so  those  who 
passed  along,  inquiring  into  the  nature  of  their  complaint,  might 
communicate  the  knowledge  of  what  had  been  to  themselves  use- 
ful in  the  like  case. 

LAZARUS  AT  THE  RICH  MAN's  GATE. 

Luke  xvi.  20.  Who  was  laid  at  his  gate  J]  This  was  the  place 
where  beggars  stood,  or  were  laid,  and  asked  alms :  hence  is  that 
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rule  with  the  Jews^  ^'  If  a  man  die  and  leave  sons  and  daughters, 
if  he  leave  but  a  small  substance,  the  daughters  shall  be  taken 
care  of,  and  the  sons  shall  beg  at  the  gates."  Gill,  in  loc. 

Luke  xvi.  21.  jind  desiring  to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which 
fell  from  the  rich  mans  table.']  The  table  was  not  anciently 
covered  with  linen,  but  was  carefully  cleansed  with  wet  sponges. 
Thus  Homer: 

The  seats  with  parple  clothe  in  order  due, 
And  let  th'  abster8i7e  sponge  the  board  renew. 

Odyss.  b.  ii.  189. 

So  also  Martial : 

H»c  tibi  sorte  datur  tergendis  spongia  mensis. 

They  made  no  use  of  napkins  to  wipe  their  hands,  but  did  so 
with  the  soft  and  fine  part  of  the  bread,  which  they  called 
airofiaySaXtai :  "  this  they  afterwards  threw  to  the  dogs.'*  This 
custom  is  again  mentioned  by  Homer,  Odyss.  b.  ii. 

Ac  ^'  ortiv  afx^i  avanra  xt;vsc  ^airti&tr  lorrti,  x.  r.  ^. 

As  from  some  feast  a  man  returning  late, 
His  faithful  dogs  all  met  him  at  the  gate  ; 
Rejoicing  round  some  morsel  to  receive, 
Such  as  the  good  man  ever  wont  to  give. 

Hence  we  clearly  understand  what  were  *^  the  crumbs  which  fell 
from  the  rich  man's  table ;"  and  perceive  the  force  of  the  words 
of  the  woman  of  Canaan ;  "  the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs  which  fall 
from  their  master's  table.     Matt.  xv.  27.     See  also  Mark  vii.  28. 

LEANING  UPON  ANOTHER'S  HAND  IN  WORSHIP. 

2  Kings  v.  18.  And  he  leaneth  upon  my  hand,]  This  might 
be  done  out  of  state,  or  on  account  of  weakness.  In  the  additions 
to  the  book  of  Esther  (xv.  4)  mention  is  made  of  two  young 
women  that  waited  on  that  queen,  upon  one  of  whom  she  leaned, 
and  the  other  held  up  her  train.  It  was  not  only  the  custom 
amongst  the  Persians  and  Syrians,  but  the  Israelites  also. 
2  Kings  vii.  2,  17.     Patrick,  in  loc. 

leaving  a  house  desolate. 
Matt,  xxiii.  38.  Behold,  your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate.] 
"When  any  one  buildeth  a  house,  the  rabbis  say  that  he  is  to 
leave  one  part  of  it  unfinished,  and  lying  rude ;  and  this  in  re- 
membrance that  Jerusalem  and  the  temple  are  at  present  desolate : 
and  he  must  also  use  some  expression  of  sorrow,  as  it  is  in  Psalm 
cxxxvii.  •  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem,'  &c.  At  least  they  use 
to  leave  about  a  yard  square  of  the  wall  of  the  house  unplastered, 
on  which  they  write  either  the  fore-mentioned  verse  of  the 
Psalmist  in  great  letters,  or  the  words,  '  The  memory  of  the  deso- 
lation.' "     Leo  of  Modena,  p.  5. 

LETTERS  rolled  UP  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

Nehemiah  vi.  5.  An  open  Utter.]  A  letter  has  its  Hebrew 
name  from  its  being  rolled  or  folded  together.     "  The  modern 
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Arabs  roll  up  their  letters,  and  then  flatten  them  to  the  breadth 
of  an  inch,  and  paste  up  the  end  of  them  instead  of  sealing  wax.'* 
(Niebuhr,  p.  90.)  The  Persians  make  up  their  letters  in  **  a  roll 
about  six  inches  long,  and  a  bit  of  paper  is  fastened  round  it  with 
gum,  and  sealed  with  an  impression  of  ink,  which  resembles  our 
printer's  ink,  but  (is)  not  so  thick."  (Han way's  Travels,  vol.  i. 
p.  317),  Letters  were  generally  sent  to  persons  of  distinction  in 
a  bag  or  purse,  and  to  equals  they  were  also  enclosed,  but  to  in- 
feriors, or  those  who  were  held  in  contempt,  they  were  sent  open, 
«.  e.  uninclosed.  Lady  M.  W.  Montague  says  (Letters,  vol,  i. 
p.  136),  the  bassa  of  Belgrade's  answer  to  the  English  embassador 
going  to  Constantinople  was  brought  to  him  in  '*  a  purse  of  scarlet 
satin."  But  in  the  case  of  Nehemiah  an  insult  was  designed  to  be 
offered  to  him  by  Sanballat,  in  refusing  him  the  mark  of  respect 
usually  paid  to  persons  of  his  station,  and  treating  him  contempt- 
uously, by  sending  the  letter  without  the  customary  appendages 
when  presented  to  persons  of  respectability.  Harmer,  vol.  ii, 
p.  129. 

Isaiah  viii.  1.  A  great  rollJ]  **  The  eastern  people  roll  their 
papers,  and  do  not  fold  them,  because  their  paper  is  apt  to  fret. 
(Chardin.)  The  Egyptian  papyrus  was  much  used,  and  the  brittle 
nature  of  it  made  it  proper  to  roll  what  they  wrote."  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  170,  note. 

LEVIATHAN  A  SIMILITUDE. 

PsALM  civ.  26.  There  go  the  ships ;  there  is  that  leviathan 
whom  thou  hast  made  to  play  thereinJi  The  terms  of  the  original 
Hebrew  are  here  so  very  strong,  that  we  cannot  doubt  of  the 
author's  intention  to  couch  a  figurative  sense  under  the  literal  and 
more  obvious  acceptation  of  his  expressions.  Leviathan  is  un- 
questionably the  prince  and  people  of  Egypt,  exhibited  under  the 
apt  emblem  of  their  own  crocodile.  It  is  not  unusual  with  the 
sacred  writers  to  allude  to  that  country  under  this  formidable  im- 
age. Compare  Isaiah  xxvii.  1,  with  Ezek.  xxix.  3.  If  therefore 
it  be  here  said  literally  of  the  great  and  wide  waters  to  which  the 
Psalmist  is  pointing,  **  their  ships  shall  make  procession,  that 
leviathan  thou  has  fashioned  to  perform  the  actions  of  his  feast 
therein,"  the  author  must  intend  to  speak  of  the  rejoicings  of  the 
Egyptians  at  the  height  of  their  flood,  rather  than  of  the  sports  of  the 
leviathan,  of  which  natural  history  affords  no  proof.  The  very 
term  here  applied  is  used  to  express  the  action  of  the  multitude 
when  Aaron  celebrated  the  Egyptian  feast  of  the  golden  calf,  and 
they  rose  up  to  dance  and  sing  before  it.  It  is  also  used  to  denote 
the  gestures  of  the  triumphal  procession  of  the  Hebrews^  the 
motions  of  the  women  who  sung  with  timbrels,  '^  Saul  hath  slain 
his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands."  That  the  Egyptians 
did  anciently  make  processions  by  water  to  their  temples,  Hero- 
dotus bears  witness.  The  feast  of  Bubastis,  which  is  mentioned 
by  him  as  the  greatest  of  the  Egyptian  feasts,  commenced  with  a 
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procession  by  water.  He  says  that  ^'  both  men  and  women  em- 
bark together,  a  vast  multitude  of  each  in  every  vessel ;  some  of 
the  women  being  furnished  with  crotala,  play  with  them,  while 
some  of  the  men  perform  on  the  pipe,  during  the  whole  of  the 
voyage.  The  remainder  both  of  women  and  men  sing  and  clap 
hands.  This  they  particularly  do  when  they  draw  near  to  any 
city.  The  women  also  at  such  times  call  upon  the  female  inhabi- 
tants of  those  cities  severally  to  exert  themselves,  and  they  accord- 
ingly come  forth  and  dance."     Hurdis's  Diss.  p.  133. 

LEVITICAL  LAW  A  SHADOW  OF  BETTER  THINGS. 

Heb.  X.  i.  For  the  laiv  having  a  shadow  of  good  things  to 
comef  and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things."}  Here  is  an  allusion 
to  the  different  state  of  a  painting,  when  the  first  sketch  only  is 
drawn,  and  when  the  piece  is  finished  ;  or  to  the  first  sketch  of  a 
painting  when  compared  with  what  is  yet  more  expressive  than 
even  the  completest  painting,  an  exact  image.  Doddridge, 
in  loc. 

LIBATIONS  IN  THE  LEVITICAL  OFFERINGS. 

2  Timothy  iv.  6.  For  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered.']  This  is 
an  allusion  to  that  universal  custom  of  the  world  of  pouring  wine 
or  oil  on  the  head  of  the  victim  immediately  before  it  was  slain : 
the  apostle's  emphatical  word  signifies,  wine  is  just  now  pouring 
on  my  head,  I  am  just  going  to  be  sacrificed  to  pagan  rage  and 
superstition.      Blackwall's  Introduction  to  the  Classics,  p.  1^. 

lifting  up  THE  HEAD  EXPLAINED. 

Gen.  xl.  13.  Within  three  days  shall  Pharaoh  lift  up  thine 
head^  *^  The  ancients,  in  keeping  their  reckonings  or  accounts  of 
time,  or  their  list  of  domestic  officers  or  servants,  made  use  of 
tables  with  holes  bored  in  them,  in  which  they  put  a  sort  of  pegs, 
or  nails  with  broad  heads,  exhibiting  the  particulars,  either  num- 
ber or  name,  or  whatever  it  was.  These  nails  or  pegs  the  Jews 
call  heads,  and  the  sockets  of  the  heads  they  call  bases.  The  mean- 
ing therefore  of  Pharaoh's  lifting  up  his  head  is,  that  Pharaoh 
would  take  out  the  peg,  which  had  the  cup-bearer's  name  on  the 
top  of  it,  to  read  it,  i.  e.  would  sit  in  judgment,  and  make  exami- 
nation into  his  accounts ;  for  it  seems  very  probable  that  both  he 
and  the  baker  had  been  either  suspected  or  accused  of  having 
cheated  the  king,  and  that,  when  their  accounts  were  examined  and 
cast  up,  the  one  was  acquitted,  while  the  other  was  found  guilty. 
And  though  Joseph  uses  the  same  expression  in  both  cases,  yet 
we  may  observe  that,  speaking  to  the  baker,  he  adds,  "that  Pha- 
raoh shall  lift  up  thine  head  firom  off  thee,"  i.  e.  shall  order  thy 
name  to  be  struck  out  of  the  list  of  his  servants,  by  taking  thy  peg 
out  of  the  socket."  Bibliotheca  Bibl,  in  locum,  cited  in  Stackhouse's 
Hist,  of  the  Bible,  vol.  i.  p.  331.     See  Oriental  Customs,  p.  SIO. 
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» 
LIGHTFOOT,  DR.,  HIS  CONCEIT  ABOUT  THE  AGAPiE.  • 

Romans  xvi.  23.  Gains  my  host,  and  of  the  whole  church,'] 
Dr.  Lightfoot  (Hot.  Hebraic.  1  Cor.  xi.  21)  has  a  peculiar  notion 
concerning  the  christian  agapae  ;  that  they  were  a  sort  of  hospitals 
for  the  entertainment  of  strangers  in  imitation  of  those  which  the 
Jews  had  adjoining  to  their  synagogues.  Gains,  who  is  called 
the  host  of  the  whole  church,  he  supposes  to  have  been  the  mas- 
ter of  such  a  hospital ;  and  that  Phoebe,  who  is  called  the  SiaKovog 
of  the  church  at  Cenchrea,  and  those  other  women  mentioned 
Phil.  iv.  3,  were  servants  attending  these  hospitals. 

LIGHTS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Jer.  XXV.  10.  The  light  of  the  candle,]  The  houses  of  Egypt 
are  never  without  lights.  Maillet  assures  us  (Lett.  ix.  p.  10),  they 
bum  lamps  not  only  all  the  night  long,  but  in  all  the  inhabited 
apartments  of  an  house ;  and  that  the  custom  is  so  well  established^ 
that  the  poorest  people  would  rather  retrench  part  of  their  food 
than  neglect  it.  This  remark  will  elucidate  several  passages  of 
scripture.  In  the  words  above  referred  toj  Jeremiah  makes  the 
taking  away  of  the  light  of  the  candle  and  total  destruction  the 
same  thing.  Job  describes  the  destruction  of  a  family  amongst 
the  Arabs,  and  the  rendering  one  of  their  habitations  desolate,  after 
the  same  manner :  "  How  oft  is  the  candle  of  the  \Wcked  put  out, 
and  how  oft  cometh  their  destruction  upon  them !  (Job  xxi.  17, 
xviii.  5.)  On  the  other  hand,  when  God  promiises  to  give  David 
a  lamp  always  in  Jerusalem  (1  Kings  xi.  36),  considered  in  this 
point  of  view,  it  is  an  assurance  that  his  house  should  never  be- 
come desolate. 

John  xviii.  3.  Lanterns.]  Norden  among  other  particulars 
has  given  some  account  of  the  lamps  and  lanterns  that  they  make 
use  of  commonly  at  Cairo.  "  The  lamp  is  of  the  palm-tree  wood, 
of  the  height  of  twenty-three  inches,  and  made  in  a  very  gross 
manner.  The  glass,  that  hangs  in  the  middle,  is  half  filled  with 
water,  and  has  oil  on  the  top,  about  three  fingers  in  depth.  The 
wick  is  preserved  dry  at  the  bottom  of  the  glass,  where  they  have 
contrived  a  place  for  it,  and  ascends  through  a  pipe.  These  lamps 
do  not  give  much  light,  yet  they  are  very  commodious,  because 
they  are  transported  easily  from  one  place  to  another. 

*^^ith  regard  to  the  lanterns,  they  have  pretty  nearly  the  figure 
of  a  cage,  and  are  made  of  reeds.  It  is  a  collection  of  five  or  six 
glasses,  like  to  that  of  the  lamp  which  has  been  just  described. 
They  suspend  them  by  cords  in  the  middle  of  the  streets,  when 
there  is  any  great  festival  at  Cairo,  and  they  put  painted  paper  in 
the  place  of  the  reeds."     (part  i.  p.  83.) 

Were  these  the  lanterns  that  those  who  came  to  take  Jesus 
made  use  of  ?  or  were  they  such  lamps  as  these  that  Christ  referred 
to  in  the  payable  of  the  vir^ns  ?  or  are  we  rather  to  suppose  that 
these  lanterns  are  appropriated  to  the  Egyptian  illuminations,  and 
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that  Pococke's  account  of  the  lanterns  of  this  country  will  give*  us 
a  better  idea  of  those  that  were  anciently  made  use  of  at  Jerusa- 
lem ?  Speaking  of  the  travelling  of  the  people  of  Egypt,  he  saysj 
"  by  night  they  rarely  make  use  of  tents,  but  lie  in  the  open  air, 
having  large  lanterns  made  like  a  pocket  paper  lantern,  the  bottom 
and  top  being  of  copper  tinned  over,  and  instead  of  paper  they  are 
made  with  linen,  which  is  extended  by  hoops  of  wire,  so  that  when 
it  is  put  together  it  serves  as  a  candlestick,  &c.,  and  they  have  a 
contrivance  to  hang  it  up  abroad  by  means  of  three  staves."  Har- 
MER,  vol.  ii.  p.  429. 

Phil.  ii.  15.  Among  whom  ye  shine  as  lights  in  the  worldJ] 
This  metaphor  has  an  allusion  to  the  buildings  which  we  call  light- 
houses^  the  most  illustrious  of  which  was  raised  in  the  island  of 
Pharos,  when  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  built  that  celebrated  tower, 
on  which  a  bright  flame  was  always  kept  burning  in  the  night,  that 
mariners  might  perfectly  see  their  way,  and  be  in  no  dmiger  of 
suffering  shipwreck.  Some  of  these  light-houses  were  constructed 
in  the  form  of  human  figures.  The  colossus  at  Rhodes  held  in  one 
hand  a  flame  which  enlightened  the  whole  port.  These  lights  were 
also  sometimes  moveable,  and  were  used  to  direct  the  marches  of 
the  caravans  in  the  night.  Pitts  thus  describes  them :  "  They  are 
somewhat  like  iron  stoves,  into  which  they  put  short  dry  wood, 
which  some  of  the  camels  are  loaded  with.  Every  cotter  hath  one 
of  these  poles  belonging  to  it,  some  of  which  have  ten,  some  twelve 
of  these  lights  on  their  tops,  and  they  are  likewise  of  different, 
figures,  one  perhaps  oval,  another  triangular,  or  like  an  N  or  M, 
&c.  so  that  every  one  knows  by  them  his  respective  cotter.  They 
are  carried  in  the  front,  and  set  up  in  the  place  where  the  caravan 
is  to  pitch,  before  that  comes  up,  at  some  distance  from  one  ano- 
ther." (Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  472.)  The  meaning  of  the  passage 
firom  these  representations  is  obvious.  "Ye  shine  as  elevated 
lights  in  the  dark  world  about  you,"  that  ye  may  direct  those  that 
sail  (tt  this  dangerous  sea,  and  secure  them  from  suffering  ship- 
wrecl5  or  guide  those  who  travel  through  this  desert  in  their  way 
to  the  city  of  rest  (Matt.  v.  14.  Luke  ii.  32.  John  v.  35.  2  Pet.  i.  19.) 

LION  TEARING  ITS  PREY  AN  EASTERN  FIGURE. 

MiCAH  V.  8.  As  a  young  lion  among  the  flocks  of  sheep  ;  which, 
if  he  go  through,  both  treadeth  down,  and  teareth  in  pieces  J]  The 
lion  is  remarkable  for  tearing  his  prey  to  pieces.  This  circumst&nce 
is  particularly  noted  bodi  by  sacred  and  profane  writers.  Gen. 
xlix.  9.  Deuit.  xxxiii,  22.  Psalm  xxii.  13.  Hosea  xiii.  8.  Thus 
also  Virgil: 

Impastus  cea  plena  leo  per  ovilia  turbans, 

(Suadet  enim  v^esana  fames)  manditque  trahitque 

MoUe  pecus.  ^n.  iz.  339. 

The  famish'd  lion,  thus  with  hunger  bold, 

O'erleaps  the  fences  of  the  nightly  fold. 

And  tears  the  peaceful  flocks.  Drtoen. 

Comp.  Homer,  II.  xi.  lin.  176. 
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Builbn  says  (Nat.  Hist.  torn.  viii.  p.  124),  when  the  lion  leaps 
on  his  prey,  he  gives  a  spring  of  ten  or  fifteen  feet,  falls  on,  seizes 
it  with  his  fore-paws,  tears  it  with  his  claws,  and  afterwards  devours 
it  with  'his  teeth. 

LIONS  RESIDENT  ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  JORDAN. 

Jer.  xlix.  19,  Beholdf  he  shall  come  up  Uke  a  lion  from  the 
swelling  of  Jordan  against  the  habitation  of  the  strongJ]  The 
eomparison  used  by  the  prophet  in  these  words  will  be  perfectly 
understood  by  the  account  which  Mr.  Maundrell  gives  of  the  river 
Jordan.  "  Afl;er  having  descended,'*  says  he,  "  the  outermost  bank 
of  Jordan,  you  go  about  a  furlong  upon  a  level  strand,  before  you 
come  to  the  immediate  bank  of  the  river.  This  second  l)ank  is  so 
beset  with  bushes  and  trees,  such  as  tamarisks,  willows,  oleanders, 
&c.  that  you  can  see  no  water  till  you  have  made  your  way  through 
them.  In  this  thicket  anciently,  and  the  same  is  reported  of  it  at 
this  day,  several  sorts  of  wild  beasts  were  wont  to  harbour  them- 
selves, whose  being  washed  out  of  the  covert  by  the  overflowings 
of  the  river  gave  occasion  to  that  allusion,  "  he  shall  come  up  like 
a  lion  from  the  swelling  of  Jordan."  (Journey  from  Aleppo  to 
Jerusalem,  p.  82.)  Correspondent  with  this  account,  Ammianus 
Marcellinus  (lib.  18,  cap.  17)  tells  us,  that  "lions  without  number 
range  through  the  reeds  and  shrubs  of  the  rivers  of  Mesopotamia." 

LIVING  STONE  EXPLAINED. 

1  Peter  ii.  4.  A  living  stone.l  By  a  metaphor  taken  from 
plants,  which  stick  fast  to  their  roots,  and  are  nourished  by  juice 
ascending  from  them^  stones  which  remain  still  in  the  quarry  are 
said  to  be  living.  By  this  epithet  here  is  meant  the  firmness  of 
that  thing  which  is  signified  by  the  name  of  a  stone,  for  nothing  is 
firmer  than  stones  growing  in  a  quarry,  or  cleaving  fast  to  a  rock 
by  their  roots.  For  this  reason  a  steady  and  inflexible  purpose  of 
mind  is  compared  by  Ovid  to  such  a  stone,  where  he  speaks  of 
Anaxaretes : 

Durior  et  ferro,  quod  Noricus  excoquit  ignis, 
£t  saxo  quod  lidbuc  viyum  radice  tfflietur. 

Metazn.  14. 

LOCUSTS  EATEN  AS  FOOD  BY  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  EAST. 

Mark  i.  6.  He  did  eat  locusts,']  Much  pains  have  been  taken 
to  prove  that  the  locusts,  which  are  said  to  have  been  a  part  of 
John  the  Baptist's  food,  were  the  fruit  of  a  certain  tree,  and  not 
the  bodies  of  the  insects  so  called ;  but  a  little  inquiry  after  facts 
-Vfll  fully  clear  up  this  matter,  and  show  that,  however  disgustful 
tHe  idea  of  such  kind  of  food  appears  to  us,  the  eastern  nations 
have  a  very  diflerent  opinion  about  it.  Dampier  informs  us  (vol.  i. 
p.  430),  that  "  the  Indians  of  the  Bashee  islands  eat  the  bodies  of 
locusts  :"  and  that  he  himself  once  tasted  of  this  dish,  and  liked  it 
very  W€ll.     He  also  tells  us  (vol.  ii.  p.  ^7)  that  the  Tonquineze 
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feed  on  locusts ;  that  they  eat  them  fresh,  broiled  on  coals,  or 
pickle  them  to  keep ;  and  that  they  are  plump  and  fat,  and  are 
much  esteemed  by  rich  and  poor,  as  good  wholesome  food,  either 
fresh  or  i»ckled«  Shaw  observes  (Travels,  p.  183)  that  the  Jews 
were  allowed  to  eat  them ;  and  that,  when  they  are  sprinkled  with 
salt,  they  are  not  unlike  in  taste  to  our  fresh-water  crav-fish.  Ives 
(Trav.  p.  15)  informs  us,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Madagascar  eat 
locusts,  of  which  they  have  an  innumerable  quantity,  and  that  they 
prefer  them  to  the  finest  fish.-    (See  also  Herodotus,  b.  iv.  s.  172.) 

LODGING  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  NEAR   SOME  RIVER  OR 

FOUNTAIN. 

Psalm  Ixxxiv.  7.  They  go  from  strenath  to  strength,^  The 
scarcity  of  water  in  the  East  makes  travellers  particularly  carefiil 
to  take  up  their  lodgings  as  much  as  possible  near  some  river  or 
fountain.  D'Herbelot  informs  us,  that  the  Mahommedans  have 
dug  wells  in  the  deserts,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  go 
in  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  (p.  396).  To  convouences  perhaps  of 
this  kind,  made,  or  renewed,  by  the  devout  Israelites  in  the  valley 
of  Baca,  to  facilitate  their  going  up  to  Jerusalem,  the  Psalmist 
may  refer  in  these  words.  Hence  also  there  appears  less  of  acci«* 
dent  than  we  commonly  think  of,  in  Jacob's  lodging  on  the  banks 
of  Jabbok  (Gen.  xxxii.  22),  and  the  men  of  David's  waiting  for 
him  by  the  brook  Besor  (1  Sam:  xxx.  21)  when  they  could  not 
hold  out  with  him  in  his  march.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  4^1. 

lord's  supper  CELEBRATED. 

Matt.  xxvi.  26,  27.  And  as  they  were  eating  Jesus  took  bread.] 
Though  this  supper  is  distinct  from  the  passover,  and  different 
from  any  ordinary  meal,  yet  there  are  in  it  allusions  to  both,  and 
to  several  Jewish  customs.     He  that  asked  a  blessing  upon  bread 
used  to  take  it  into  his  hands :  this  is  a  stated  rule,  that  all  may 
see  that  he  blesses  over  it.     It  was  also  common  with  the  Jews  to 
ask  a  blessing  upon  their  bread ;  the  form  in  which  they  did  it 
was  this :  "  Blessed  'art  thou,  O  Lord  our  God,  the  king  of  the 
world,  that  producest  bread  out  of  the  earth."     If  there  were  many 
at  table,  one  asked  a  blessing  for  the  rest     The  blessing  always 
preceded  the  breaking  of  the  bread.     The  rules  concerning  tne 
breaking  of  the  bread  are :  '^  the  master  of  the  house  recites  and 
finishes  the  blessing,  and  afrer  that  he  breaks :  he  does  not  break 
a  small  piece,  lest  he  should  seem  to  be  sparing;  nor  a  large  piece, 
lest  he  snould  be  thought  to  be  famished ;  it  is  a  princifml  com- 
mand to  break  a  whole  loaf."     He  that  broke  the  bread  put  a 
Siece  before  every  one,  and  the  other  took  it  into  his  hand.     The 
ews  in  eating  the  passover  used  to  say  of  the  unleavened  bread, 
**  This  is  the  bread  of  affliction,  which  our  fathers  eat  in  the  land 
of  Egjrpt"    The  Jews  blessed  and  gave  thanks  for  their  wine,  as 
^ell  as  their  food ;  they  generally  did  it  in  this  form :  *^  Blessed 
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airt  tbou,  6  Lord  our  God^  the  king  of  the  worlds  who  hast  created 
the  fruit  of  the  vine."    Gill,  in  loc^ 

Matt.  xxvi.  ^«  Jesus  took  bread,  and  blessed  «7.]  The  person 
of  the  greatest  dignity  amongst  the  Jews  always  pronounc^  the 
Baraca  or  benediction  on  the  bread  and  wine ;  for  which  reason 
our  blessed  Lord  performed  it  himself,  being  with  his  disciples  as 
their  master  and  doctor.  Picart's  Religious  Cerem.  vol.  i. 
p.  124 

Matt.  xxvi.  26.  This  is  my  body,"]  It  is  very  probable  that 
our  Lord,  after  he  had  blessed  and  broken  the  bread  according  to 
the  Jewish  custom,  imitated  also  the  Jews  in  these  words,  This  is 
my  body  ;  for  they  say  when  they  eat  unleavened  bread,  "  this  is 
the  bread  of  affliction  which  om*  fathers  eat  in  the  land  of  Egypt." 
But  Christ  signified  to  his  disciples, \  that  they  were  no  longer  re- 
quired to  eat  that  bread  of  affliction  which  their  fathers  had  eaten 
when  they  came  out  of  Egypt ;  but  that  being  the  author  of  a  new 
covenant,  he  gave  them  his  own  body  and  blood  instead  thereof. 
Pic  art's  Religious  Ceremonies,  vol.  i.  p.  125. 

Matt.  xxvi.  28.  For  this  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Testament^ 
which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins  !\  The  wine  used 
on  this  occasion  was  an  emblem  and  representation  of  the  blood  of 
Christ  about  to  be  shed  for  the  remission  of  sin.  It  was  usual 
even  among  the  heathens,  to  make  and  confirm  their  covenants  by 
drinking  human  blood,  and  that  sometimes  mixed  with  wine. 
(Alex.  ab.  Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  v.  c.  3.) 

Matt.  xxvi.  29.  /  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of 
the  vine^  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my 
father's  kingdom^  This  declaration  of  Christ  is  in  allusion  to  an 
usage  at  the  passover,  when  after  the  fourth  cup  they  tasted  of 
nothing  else  all  that  night  but  water.  It  intimates  that  he  would 
drink  no  more,  npt  only  that  night,  but  never  after.  Gill,  in  loc. 
Matt.  xxvi.  30.  fVhen  they  had  sung  a  hymnJ]  This  was  the 
halleti  which  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  sing  on  the  night  of  the 
passover.  It  consisted  of  six  psalms,  the  hundred  and  thirteenth, 
and  the  five  following  ones.  This  they  did  not  sing  all  at  once, 
but  in  parts.  Just  before  the  drinking  of  the  second  cup  and 
eating  of  the  lamb  they  sung  the  first  part ;  and  on  mixing  the 
fourth  and  last  cup  they  sung  the  remainder ;  and  said  over  it  what 
they  call  the  blessing  of  the  song,  which  was  Psalm  cxlv.  10. 
They  might,  if  they  would,  mix  a  fifth  cup,  and  say  over  it  the 
great  haltel,  which,  was  Psalm  cxxxvi.  but  that  they  were  not 
obliged  to.     Gill,  in  he. 

LONGEVITY  AMONG  THE  ISRAELITES. 

Exodus  xx.  12.  That  thy  days  may  be  long  upon  the  land^  As 
disobedience  to  parents  is,  by  the  law  of  Moses,  threatened  to  be 
punished  with  death,  so  on  the  contrary,  long  life  is  promised  to 
the  obedient ;  and  that  in  their  own  country,  which  God  had  pecu- 
liarly enriched  with  abundance  of  blessings.     Heathens  also  gave 

b2 
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the  very  same  encouragement,  saying,  that  such  children  should 
be  dear  to  the  gods,  both  living  and  dying.  So  Euripides.  It  was 
also  one  of  their  promises,  thou  shalt  live  long,  if  thou  nourish  thy 
ancient  parents.  Whence  children  are  called  by  Xenophon  Te- 
paEoo-KOc.     Patrick,  in  he. 

LOOKING  GLASSES  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Exodus  xxxviii.  8.  Looking  glassed.']  The  eastern  mirrors 
were  made  oi polished  steel,  and  for  the  most  part  convex.  If  they 
were  thus  made  in  the  country  of  Elihu,  the  image  made  use  of  by 
him  will  appear  very  lively.  "  Hast  thou  with  him  spread  out  the 
sky,  which  is  strong,  and  as  a  molten  looking  glass?"  (Job 
xxxvii.  18.)  Shaw  informs  us  (Travels,  p.  241),  that  "  in  the 
Levant  looking  glasses  are  a  part  of  female  dress.  The  Moorish 
women  in  Barbary  are  so  fond  of  their  ornaments,  and  particularly 
of  their  looking  glasses,  which  they  hang  upon  their  breasts,  that 
they  will  not  lay  them  aside,  even  when,  after  the  drudgery  of  the 
day,'' they  are  obliged  to  go  two  or  three  miles  with  a  pitcher,  or  a 
goat's  slun,  to  fetch  water."  The  Israelitish  women  used  to  carry 
their  mirrors  with  them,  even  to  their  most  solemn  place  of  wor- 
ship. (Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  411.)  The  word  mirror  should  b^ 
used  in  the  passages  here  referred  to,  rather  than  those  which  are 
inserted  in  tne  present  translation  of  the  Bible.  To  speak  of  look- 
ing glasses  made  of  steel,  and  glasses  molten,  is  palpably  absurd  ; 
whereas  the  term  mirror  obviates  every  difficulty,  and  expresses 
the  true  meaning  of  the  original. 

Exodus  xxxviii.  8.  The  women  who  assembled  at  the  door  of 
the  tabernacle.^  A  laver  of  brass  was  made  of  the  mirrors  of  the 
women  who  thus  assembled.  Some  have  derived  this  from  a  cus- 
tom of  the  Egyptian  women,  who  used  to  go  to  the  temple  with  a 
looking-glass  in  one  hand,  and  a  timbrel  in  the  other.  Vid.  Cyril 
de  Adoratione  in  Spiritu  et  Virtute,  tom.  i.  1.  2,  p.  64. 

LOOSING  THE  SHOE  OR  SANDAL  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Matt.  iii.  11.  Whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  bear."]  The 
custom  of  loosing  the  sandals  from  off  the  feet  of  an  Eastern  wor- 
shipper was  ancient  and  indispensable.  It  is  also  commonly  ob- 
served in  visits  to  great  men.  The  sandals  or  slippers  are  pulled 
off  at  the  door,  and  either  left  there,  or  given  to  a  servant  to  bear. 
The  person  to  bear  them  means  an  inferior  domestic,  or  attendant 
upon  a  man  of  high  rank,  to  take  care  of,  and  return  them  to  him 
again.     See  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  i.  p.  289* 

This  was  the  work  of  servants  among  the  Jews :  and  it  was 
reckoned  so  servile,  that  it  was  thought  too  mean  for  a  scholar  or 
a  disciple  to  do.  The  Jews  say,  "  all  services  which  a  servant 
docs  for  his  master  a  disciple  does  for  his  master,  except  unloos- 
ing his  shoes."  John  thought  it  was  too  great  an  honour  for  him 
to  do  that  for  Christ,  which  was  thought  too  mean  for  a  disciple 
to  do  for  a  wise  man.     Gill,  in  loc. 
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LOVE  TO  THE  SAVIOUR  MANIFESTED. 

Luke  vii.  38.  And  stood  at  his  feet  behind  him  weeping,  and 
began  to  wash  his  feet  with  tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs 
of  her  headJ]  Polybius  tells  us,  (in  his  ninth  book,)  that  when 
Hannibal  drew  near  to  Rome,  the  Roman  ladies  went  to  the  tem- 
ples to  supplicate  the  gods,  washing  the  floors  of  them  with  their 
hair ;  which,  he  adds,  it  was  their  custom  upon  such  occasions 
to  do. 

Luke  vii.  38.  And  kissed  his  feetJ]  This  was  no  unusual 
practice  with  the  Jews.  "  R.  Jonathan  and  R.  Jannai  were  sitting 
together ;  there  came  a  certain  man,  and  kissed  the  feet  of  R. 
Jonathan."  This  custom  was  also  used  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
among  their  civilities  and  in  their  salutations.  See  Aristoph.  in 
Vesp.  p.  473. 

LUCKY  AND  UNLUCKY  DAYS  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

Job  iii.  3.  Let  the  day  perish  wherein  I  was  born,^  The 
Greeks  had  their  airo<ppaSeg,  and  the  Romans  their  dies  infausti  ; 
that  is,  certain  days  which  had  been  distinguished  by  some  great 
calamity ;  on  which,  therefore,  they  did  not  indulge  themselves  in 
any  mirth  or  pleasure,  and  expected  no  good  event  to  happen  to 
them.  Tacitus  relates  (Annal.  lib.  xiv.  §  12)  that  the  senate,  to 
flatter  Nero,  decreed,  "  ut  dies  natalis  Agrippinae  inter  nefaatos 
esset." 

MACEDONIAN  SAGACITY  SYMBOLIZED. 

Dan.  viii.  5.  And  the  goat  had  a  notable  horn  between  his 
eyesJ]  It  is  very  well  known  that  in  former  times  M acedon,  and 
the  adjacent  countries,  particularly  Thrace,  abounded  with  goats ; 
insomuch  that  they  were  made  s3rmbols,  and  are  to  be  found  on 
many  of  the  coins  that  were  struck  by  diflerent  towns  in  those  parts 
of  Greece.  But  not  only  many  of  the  individual  towns  in  Mace- 
don  and  Thrace  employed  this  type,  but  the  kingdom  itself  of 
Macedon,  which  is  the  oldest  in  Europe  of  which  we  have  any 
regular  and  connected  history,  was  represented  also  by  a  goat  with 
this  particularity,  that  it  had  but  one  horn.  The  custom  of  repre- 
senting the  t3rpe  and  power  of  a  countiy  under  the  form  of  a  homed 
animal  is  not  peculiar  to  Macedon.  Fersia  was  represented  by  a 
ram.  Ammianus  Marcellinus  (lib.  xix.  cap.  1)  acquaints  us,  tnat 
the  king  of  Persia,  when  at  the  head  of  his  army,  wore  a  ram's 
head  made  of  gold  and  set  with  precious  stones,  instead  of  a  dia- 
dem. The  relation  of  these  emblems  to  Macedon  and  Persia  is 
strongly  confirmed  by  the  vision  of  Daniel  recorded  in  this  chap- 
ter, and  which  from  these  accounts  receives  no  inconsiderable 
share  of  illustration.  Aii  ancient  bronze  figure  of  a  goat  with  one 
horn,  dug  up  in  Asia  Minor,  was  lately  inspected  by  the  society  of 
Antiquaries  in  London.  The  original  use  of  it  probably  was  to 
be  affixed  to  the  top  of  a  military  standard,  in  the  same  manner  as 
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the  Roman  eagle.  This  supposition  is  somewhat  supported  by 
what  is  related  of  Caranus,  tnat  be  ordered  goats  to  oe  carried 
before  the  standards  of  his  army.  (Justin,  lib.  vii,  cap.  i.)  See 
Archseologiay  or  Miscellaneous  Tracts  relating  to  Antiquity,  vol. 
xiv.  p.  14. 

MAINTENANCE  FROM  THE  KINO's  PALACE. 

Ezra  iv.  14.     Maintenance  from  the  king*$  palaceJ]     M aro* 
Salted  with  the  salt  of  the  palace.     Some  nave  supposed  these 
words  refer  to  their  receiving  of  a  stipend  from  the  king  in  salt ; 
others^  that  it  expresses  an  acknowledgment  that  they  were  pro- 
tected by  the  king  as  flesh  is  preserved  by  salt.     It  is  sufficient, 
however,  to  put  an  end  to  all  tnese  conjectures,  to  recite  the  words 
of  a  modem  Persian  monarchy  whose  court  Chardin  attended  some 
time.     ^'  Rising  in  wrath  against  an  officer  who  had  attempted  to 
deceive  him,  he  drew  his  sabre,  fell  upon  him,  and  hewed  him  in 
pieces  at  the  feet  of  the  grand  vizir,  who  was  standing  (and  whose 
favour  the  poor  wretch  courted  by  this  deception)  and  looking  fix- 
edly upon  nim,  and  the  other  great  lords  that  stood  on  each  side 
of  him,  he  said  with  a  tone  of  indignation,  I  have  then  such  un- 
grateful servants  and  traitors  as  these  to  eat  my  ualtr     (tom.  iii. 
p.  140.)     \  am  well  informed,  says  Mr.  ParWiurst  (Heb.  Lex. 
p.  448,  3d  edit.),  that  it  is  a  common  expression  of  the  natives  in 
the  East  Indies,  ^^  I  eat  such  an  one's  salt,"  meaning,  I  am  fed  by 
hun.     Salt,  among  the  eastern  natives,  formerly  was,  as  it  still  is, 
a  symbol  of  hospitality  and  fiiendship.     The  learned  Jos.  Mede 
observes  (Works,  p.  370,  foL),  that  in  nis  time,  "  when  the  emperor 
of  Russia  would  snow  extraordinary  grace  and  favour  to  any,  he 
sent  him  bread  and  iaU  firom  his  table.    And  when  he  invited 
baron  Sigismund,  the  emperor  Ferdinand's  embassador,  he  did  it 
in  this  form,  '  Sigismund,  vou  shall  eat  your  bread  and  salt  with 
us/  '*    So  Tamerlane  in  his  Institutes,  mentioniiig  one  Share 
Behraum,  wha  had  quitted  his  service,  joined  the  eneiqy,  and 
fotight  against  him,  says,  ^^  at  length  my  talt^  which  he  had  eaten, 
overwhelmed  him  witn  remorse,  he  again  threw  himself  on  my 
mercy,  and  humbled  himself  before  me.'     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  458. 

MALEDICTION  IMPRECATBD. 

2  Sam.  i.  16.  Thy  blood  be  upon  thy  head."]  The  malediction 
expressed  in  these  words  occurs  in  the  same  sense  in  other  pas- 
sages of  scripture,  particularly  Josh.  ii.  19,  and  1  Kings  ii.  37.  It 
appears  to  have  been  customary  so  to  speak  both  wim  the  Jews 
and  Greeks,  as  repeated  instances  of  it  are  found  in  the  best  writers 
of  the  last  mentioned  people.     Homer  has  this  expression : 

**  which  you  shall  wipe  upon  your  own  head,*'  or,  as  Eustathius 
explains  it,  a  crime  which  you  shall  make  to  cleave  to  your  own 
head.    A  similar  expression  occurs  in  Sophocles : 

—  nam  Xturfura  itafm 
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From  whence  it  appears,  that  the  blood  which  was  found  upon  the 
sword  was  wiped  upon  the  head  of  the  slain ;  an  intimation  that  his 
own  blood  was  fallen  upon  the  head  of  the  deceased,  and  that  the 
living  were  free  from  it  It  was  usual  with  the  Romans  to  wash 
their  hands  in  token  of  innocence  and  purity  from  blood.  Thus  the 
Roman  governor  washed  his  hands,  and  said  respecting  Christ,  ^'  h 
am  innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  just  person/'     Matt  xxvii.  24. 

MALEFACTORS  BORE  THEIR  CROSS, 

John  xix.  17.  And  he  bearing  his  crossJ]  This  was  usual  for 
male&ctors  to  do,  as  Lipsius  shows  from  Artemidorus  and  Plutarch : 
the  former  says,  The  cross  is  like  to  death,  and  he  that  is  to  be 
fixed  to  it  first  bears  it  The  latter  says,  And  every  one  of  the 
malefactors  that  are  punished  in  body  carries  out  his  own  cross. 

John  xix.  ^.  For  the  place  where  Jesus"  was  crucUUd  was 
nigh  unto  the  city,']  The  cross  stood  by  the  way  side,  where  per- 
sons were  continually  passing,  and  where  it  was  usual  to  erect 
crosses  to  make  public  examples  of  malefactors,  to  deter  others 
from  committing  the  like  crimes.  Alexander  the  emperor  ordered 
an  eunuch  to  be  crucified  by  the  way-side,  in  which  his  servants 
used  commonly  to  go  to  his  country-house.  Quinctilian  (Decla- 
mat.  275)  observes,  "  as  often  as  we  crucify  criminals  the  most 
noted  ways  are  chosen,  where  most  may  behold,  and  most  may  be 
moved  with  fear." 

MALEFACTORS  NOT  ALLOWED  TO  LOOK  ON  EASTERN  KINGS. 

Esther  vii.  8.  They  covered  Haman^sfaceJ]  The  majesty  of 
the  kings  of  Persia  did  not  allow  malefactors  to  look  at  them. 
As  soon  as  Haman  was  so  considered  his  face  was  covered.  Some 
curious  correspondent  examples  are  collected  together  in  Poole's 
Synopsis,  in  loc.  From  Pooocke,  we  find  the  custom  still  con- 
tinues. Speaking  of  the  artifice  by  which  an  Egyptian  bey  was 
taken  off,  he  says  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  172),  "  A  man  being  brought 
before  him  like  a  malefactpr  just  taken,  with  his  hands  behind  him 
as  if  tied,  and  a  napkin  put  over  his  head,  as  male&ctors  com- 
monly have,  when  he  came  into  his  presence,  suddenly  shot  him 
dead."     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  96. 

MALLOWS  AND  JUNIPER  FORMERLY  EATEN  IN  THE  EAST. 

Job  XXX.  4.  Who  cut  up  mallows  by  the  bushes,  and  juniper 
roots  for  their  meat.]  Biddulph  (Collection  of  Voyages  and 
Travels  from  the  Library  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  p.  807)  says  he 
**  saw  many  poor  people  gathering  mallows  and  three-leaved  grass, 
and  asked  them  what  they  did  with  it :  they  answered,  it  was  all 
their  food :  and  that  they  boiled  it,  and  did  eat  it.  Then  we  took 
pity  on  them,  and  gave  them  bread,  which  they  received  very  joy- 
fully, and  blessed  God  that  there  was  bread  in  the  world." 
Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  166. 
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MANNER  OF  CARRYING  CHILDREN  IN  TflE  EAST. 

Isaiah  Ix.  4.  Thy  daughters  shall  be  nursed  at  thy  side,'] 
Chardin  says,  "  it  is  the  general  custom  of  the  East  to  carry  their 
children  astride  upon  the  hip,  with  the  arm  round  the  body," 
Pitts  relates  (p.  68),  that  when  the  Algerine  slaves  take  children 
out,  the  boys  ride  upon  their  shoulders.  So  Symes,  describing  a 
religious  procession  which  he  saw  in  Ava,  says  (v.  ii,  p.  23)  "  the 
first  personages  of  rank  who  passed  by  were  three  children  of 
the  maywoon,  borne  astride  upon  men's  shoulders,"  See  also 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  366. 

MANNER  OF  COOLING  CHAMBERS  IN  THE  EAST. 

Jer.  xxii.  14.  I  will  build  me  a  wide  house,  and  large  cham^ 
bers.]  Marg.  "  through  aired."  Several  ways  of  cooling  their 
rooms  obtained  in  Egypt.  In  some  instances  it  is  effected  by 
openings  at  the  top,  which  let  the  fresh  air  in.  They  make  theii* 
halls  large  and  lofty,  with  a  dome  at  the  top,  which  toward  the 
north  has  several  open  windows.  These  are  so  constructed  as  to 
throw  the  north  wind  down  into  the  rooms,  and  effectually  to  cool 
them.  Other  contrivances  are  adopted  to  have  a  thorough  circu- 
lation of  air.  Their  rooms  were  ceiled  with  wood,  and  were 
sometimes  painted  and  gilt :  to  these  circumstances  the  words  of 
the  prophet  refer.     (Judges  iii.  20.)     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  164. 

manner  of  CURING  WINES  IN  THE  EAST. 

Isaiah  xxv.  6.  Wine  on  the  lees  well  refined,]  In  the  East 
they  keep  their  wine  in  jugs,  from  which  they  have  no  method  of 
drawing  it  off  fine :  it  is  therefore  commonly  somewhat  thick  and 
turbid,  by  the  lees  with  which  it  is  mixed :  to  remedy  this  incon- 
venience they  filtrate  or  strain  it  through  a  cloth;  and  to  this 
custom,  as  prevailing  in  his  time,  the  prophet  here  plainly  al- 
ludes. 

Jer.  xlviii.  11.  Emptied  from  vessel  to  vessel.]  From  a  re- 
mark of  the  Abbe  Maxiti,  it  appears  to  be  an  usual  practice  in 
Cyprus  to  change  the  vessels  in  which  their  wine  is  kept :  this  is 
done  to  improve  it.  He  says  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  227),  "  these 
wines  are  generally  sold  on  the  spot,  at  the  rate  of  so  much  per 
load.  Each  load  contains  sixteen  jars,  and  each  jar  five  bpttfes, 
Florence  measure.  When  the  wine  is  brought  firom  the  country 
to  town,  it  must  be  put  into  casks,  in  which  there  are  dregs  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  nothing  tends  more  to  bring  it  to  perfec- 
tion, than  to  draw  it  off  into  another  vessel,  provided  this  is  not 
done  until  a  year  after.it  has  been  put  into  the  casks." 

Chardin  says,  "  they  frequently  pour  wine  firom  vessel  to  vessel 
in  the  East ;  for  when  they  begin  one,  they  are  obliged  immedi- 
ately to  empty  it  into  smaller  vessels,  or  into  bottles,  or  it  wpuld 
grow  sour."     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  392. 
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MANNER  OF  DRINKING  WIKE  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Gen.  xliii.  34.  And  they  drank.']  After  they  had  dined^ 
plenty  of  wine  was  brought  in,  for  every  one  to  drink  as  much  as 
they  pleased.  Such  is  the  custom  of  the  Abyssinians  to  this  day: 
they  do  not  drink  or  talk  at  dinner,  but  after  the  meat  is  taken 
away,  as  Ludolphus  assures  us  from  Telezius.  This  he  also  sup- 
poses to  have  been  the  ancient  custom'among  other  nations,  par- 
ticularly the  Romans ;  for  which  he  alleges  the  words  of  Virgil : 

Pojstquiim  prima  quies  epulis,  mensseque  remotae, 
Crateras  magnos  statuunt  et  rina  coronant.      Mn,  i.  727. 

A  different  custom,  however,  prevailed  in  Persia ;  where  the  time 
for  drinking  wine  was  at  the  beginning,  not  at  the  close  of  the 
entertainment. 

Matt.  xx.  ^.  Ye  shall  drink  indeed  of  my  cup.]  It  was  an- 
ciently the  custom,  at  great  entertainments,  for  the  governor  of  the 
feast  to  appoint  to  each  of  his  guests  the  kind  and  proportion  of 
wine  which  they  were  to  drink,  and  what  he  had  thus  appointed 
them  it  was  thought  a  breach  of  good  manners  either  to  reftise  or 
not  drink  up ;  hence  a  man's  cupy  both  in  sacred  and  profane 
authors,  came  to  signify  the  portion,  whether  of  good  or  evil, 
which  befals  him  in  this  world.  Thus  Homer  introduces  Achilles 
comforting  Priam  for  the  loss  of  his  son : 

Two  urns  by  Jove's  high  throne  have  ever  stood, 

The  soured  of  evil  one,  and  one  of  good  : 

From  thence  the  cap  of  mortal  man  he  fills. 

Blessings  to  those,  to  these  distributes  ills ; 

To  most  he  mingles  both — the  wretch  decreed 

To  taste  the  bad  unmix'd  is  cuts'd  indeed : 

Pursued  hj  wrongs,  by  meagre  famine  driven. 

He  wanders,  outcast  both  of  earth  and  heaven. 

The  happiest  taste  not  happiness  sincere, 

But  find  the  cordial  draught  is  dash'd  witli  care.    Iliad  zxiv. 

Similar  to  this  is  what  we  meet  with  in  Psalm  Ixxv.  8.  "  In  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and  the  wine  is  red ;  it  is  full  of 
mixture,  and  he  poureth  out  of  the  same;  but  the  dfegs  thereof, 
all  the  wicked  of  uie  earth  shall  wring  them  out,  and  drink  them." 
What  Christ  means  by  the  expression,  we  cannot  be  at  a  loss  to 
understand,  since,  in  two  remarkable  passages  (Luke  xxii.  42,  and 
John  xviii.  11),  he  has  been  his  own  interpreter;  for  "lethale 
poculum  bibere,''  or,  to  taste  of  death,  was  a  common  phrase 
among  the  Jews,  and  from  them  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
our  Lord  borrowed  it. 

John  ii.  8.  The  governor  of  the  feast,]  The  master  or  in- 
tendant  of  a  marriage  feast,  a^x^rpiKKivoq^  was  the  husband's 
friend,  and  charged  with  the  order  of  the  feast.  He  gave  direc- 
tions to  the  servants,  had  an  eye  over  every  thing,  commanded  the 
tables  to  be  covered,  or  to  be  cleared  of  the  dishes,  as  he  thought 
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proper ;  from  whence  he  had  his  name  as  regulator  of  the  tricli- 
nium^  or  festive  board :  he  tasted  the  wine^  and  distributed  it  to 
the  guests.  The  author  of  Ecclesiasticus  (c.  xxii.  v.  1)  thus 
describes  the  office  of  master  of  the  feast.  "  If  thou  be  made 
the  master  of  a  feast,  lift  not  .thyself  up,  but  be  among  them  as 
one  of  the  rest ;  take  diligent  care  of  them^  and  so  sit  down.  And 
when  thou  hast  done  all  thine  office^  take  thy  place^  that  thou 
mayest  be  merry  with  them^  and  receive  a  crown  for  the  well 
ordering  of  the  feast" 

John  ii.  10.  Every  man  at  the  beginning  doth  set  forth  good 
wine."]  The  Abb6  Mariti,  speaking  of  the  age  of  the  wines  of, 
Cyprus,  says,  "the  oldest  wines  used  in  commerce  do  not  exceed 
eight  or  ten  years.  It  is  not  true,  as  has  been  reported,  that  there 
is  some  of  it  an  hundred  years  old ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  at  the 
birth  of  a  son  or  daughter,  the  father  causes  a  jar  filled  with  wine 
to  be  buried  in  the  earth,  having  first  taken  the  precaution  to  seal 
it  hermetically :  in  this  manner  it  may  be  kept  till  these  children 
marry :  it  is  then  placed  on  the  table  before  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom, and  is  distributed  among  their  relations  and  the  other 
guests  invited  to  the  wedding."  (Travels  in  Cyprus,  vol.  i.  p, 
22S).  If  such  a  custom  prevailed  formerly,  it  throws  great  sig- 
nificancy  into  the  assertion  of  good  wine  being  first  brought  out 
upon  such  an  occasion ;  and  if  this  supposition  is  admitted,  tends 
to  increase  the  greatness  of  the  miracle,  that  notwithstanding  what 
had  been  drank  at  first  was  peculiarly  excellent,  yet  that  which 
Christ  by  his  divine  power  produced  as  an  after  supply,  was  found 
to  be  of  a  superior  quality. 

MANNEI^  OF  EATING  AMONG  THE  HEBREWS. 

Gen.  xliii.  34.     jind  he  took  and  sent  messes  unto  them  from 
before  him,  but  Benjamin's  mess  was  Jive  times  as  much  as  any  of 
theirs,"]     The  manner  of  eating  amongst  the  ancients  was  not  for 
all  the  coinpany  to  eat  out  of  one  and  the  same  dish,  but  for  every 
one  to  have  one  or  more  dishes  to  himself.     The  whole  of  these 
dishes  were  set  before  the  master  of  the  feast,  and  he  distributed 
to  every  one  his  portion.     As  Joseph,  however,  is  here  said  to 
have  bad  a  table  to  himself,  we  may  suppose  that  he  had  a  great 
variety  of  little  dishes  or  plates  set  before  him ;  and  as  it  was  a 
custom  for  great  men  to  honour  those  who  were  in  their  favour, 
by  sending  such  dishes  to  them  as  were  first  served  up  to  them- 
selves, Joseph  showed  that  token  of  respect  to  his  brethren;  but, 
to  express  a  particular  value  for  Benjamin,  he  sent  him  five  dishes 
to  their  one,  which  disproportion  could  not  but  be  marvellous  and 
astonishing  to  them,  if  what  Herodotus  tells  us  be  true,  that  the 
distinction  in  this  case,  even  to  Egyptian  kings  themselves,  in  all 
public  feasts  and  banquets,  was  no  more  than  a  double  mess.  Lib. 
vi.  chap.  27."    (BibUotheca  Bibl.)    Stackhouse's  Hist,  of  the 
Bible,  vd.  i.  p.  338. 
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MANN£R  OF  MAKING  CONTRACTS  IN  THE  EAST. 

Jer.  xxxii.  11.     So  I  took  the  evidence  of  the  purchase^  both 
that  which  wat  sealed,  according  to  the  law  and  custom,  and  that 

Jihich  was  open."]  It  has  greatly  perplexed  commentators  to  find 
ut  the  utility  of  the  double  evidences  of  Jeremiah's  purchase ; 
possibly  the  account  given  of  modem  practice  may  illustrate  the 
affidr.  "  After  a  contract  is  made,  it  is  kept  by  the  party  himself, 
not  the  notary ;  and  they  cause  a  copy  to  be  made,  signed  by  the 
notary  alone,  which  is  shown  upon  proper  occasions,  and  never 
exhibit  the  otfier.**  According  to  this  a(k;ount,  the  two  books 
were  the  same,  the  one  sealed  up  with  solemnity,  and  not  to  be 
used  on  common  occasions,  the  other  open,  and  to  be  used  at 
pleasure.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  277. 

MANNER  OF  MAKING  DECREES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Isaiah  x.  1.  Woe  unto  them  that  decree  unrighteousness,} 
The  manner  of  making  Eastern  decrees  differs  from  ours ;  they 
are  first  written,  and  then  the  magistrate  authenticates  or  annuls 
them.     D'Arvieux  (Voyage  dans  la  Pal.  p.  61,  154)  tells  us,  that  -i 

when  an  Arab  wants  a  mvour,  he  applies  to  the  secretary,  who  ^ 

draws  up  a  decree  according  to  the  request  of  the  party.     If  the  ^ 

emir  grants  the  favour,  he  prints  his  seal  upon  it ;  if  not,  he  re- 
turns it  torn  to  the  petitioner.  Hence  we  learn  wherein  the  wick- 
edness of  those  persons  consisted,  who  wrote  those  decrees  to  be 
thus  authenticated  or  annulled  by  great  men.  The  latter  only 
confirmed  or  rejected,  whereas  all  the  injustice  and  iniquity  con- 
tained in  those  decrees  originated  with  the  petitioner  and  the 
scribe,  who  might  so  concert  matters  as  to  deceive  their  superiors. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  S89, 

manner  of  observing  THE  SABBATH  DAY. 

Isaiah  Iviii.  13.  Pleasure  on  my  holy  day.}  The  manner  in 
which  the  modern  christianized  Greeks  observed  the  sabbath  was 
derived,  probably,  firom  the  maimer  in  which  their  pagan  ances- 
tors observed  their  sacred  days.  "  In  the  evening,"  says  Chandler 
(Travels,  p.  18),  speaking  of  his  visiting  the  island  Tenedos,  ^Hhis 
being  Sunday,  and  a  festival,  we  were  much  amused  with  seeing 
the  Greeks,  who  were  singing  and  dancing,  in  several  companies, 
to  music,  n^ar  the  town,  while  their  women  were  sitting  in  groups 
on  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  which  are  flat,  as  spectators,  at  the 
same  time  enjoying  the  soft  air  and  ser^ie  sky."  The  ancient 
£g3rptian  festivals  were  observed  with  processions,  music,  and 
o^er  tokens  of  joy.  The  sabbaths  of  Jehovsdi  were  to  be  re- 
garded in  a  very  dimrent  maimer,  as  amears  firora  the  prohibitions 
contained  in  these  words  of  Isaiah.     Harmer,.  vol.  iii.  p.  346. 

Isaiah  Iviii.  13.  Cali  the  scMath  a  deliaht,}  In  honour  of 
the  sabbath  the  Jews  tire  accustomed  to  lignt  and  bum  a  lamp, 
which  they  call  the  lamp  of  the  sabbath.  ''  The  rest  of  the  sabbath 
began  on  Friday  in  the  evening,  half  an  hour  before  sun-set ;  they 
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then  light  a  candle  of  four  wicks,  which  burns  part  of  the  night, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  ceremonies  which  they  observe  with  the 
greatest  exactness.  The  poor  are  obliged  to  beg  ta  get  oil,  or  to 
deprive  themselves  of  sustenance,  rather  than  fail  to  have  a  lamp 
burning  in  their  houses ;  because  that  is  necessary  for  the  delight 
of  the  sabbath,  mentioned  by  the  prophet  Isaiah.'*  (Basnage's 
Hist,  of  the  Jews,  p.  440.) 

The  account  which  Levi  gives  of  this  custom,  in  his  "  Rites 
and  Ceremonies  of  the  Jews,"  (p.  8),  is  rather  different  from  the 
foregoing,  but  is  on  the  whole  more  particular  and  satis&ctory. 
.He  says,  "  as  soon  as  the  sabbath  is  begun,  they  are  obliged  to 
leave  aJl  manner  of  work,  and,  after  having  cleaned  themselves  in 
honour  of  the  sabbath,  go  to  the  synagogue,  to  the  evening  ser- 
vice of  the  sabbath ;  and  the  women  are  bound  to  light  a  lamp 
with  seven  cotton  wicks,  in  remembrance  of  the  days  of  the  week, 
saying  the  following  grace  :  *  Blessed  art  thou,  O  Lord  our  God, 
King  of  the  universe,  who  hast  sanctified  us  with  thy  command- 
ments, and  commanded  us  to  light  the  lamp  of  the  sabbath.*  This 
ceremony  of  lighting  the  lamp  of  the  sabbath  is  invariably  assigned 
to  the  women;  the  reason  of  which  is,  that  as  their  original 
mother,  by  her  crime  in  eating  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  first  extin- 
guished the  lamp  of  righteousness,  they  are  to  make  an  atonement 
for  that  crime,  by  rekindling  it,  in  lighting  the  lamp  of  the  sab- 
bath.'* 

MANNERS  OF  PATRIARCHAL  TIMES. 

Gen.  xviii.  1^ — 8.]  When  a  party  belonging  to  Captain  Cook 
(in  his  last  voyage)  went  ashore  on  an  island  near  that  of  Mangeea 
in  the  South  Seas,  they  were  forcibly  detained  by  the  natives  a 
considerable  time,  which  much  alarmed  them.  But  this  detention 
proceeded,  as  they  afterwards  found,  from  pure  motives  of  hospi- 
tality J  and  continued  only  till  such  time  as  they  had  roasted  a 
hog,  and  provided  other  necessaries  for  their  refreshment.  "  In 
reviewing  this  most  curious  transaction,"  says  the  writer  of  that 
voyage,  "  we  cannot  help  calling  to  our  memory  the  manners  of 
the  patriarchal  times.  It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  these  people 
had  any  intentions  in  detaining  ours,  difterent  from  those  which 
actuated  the  patriarch  in  a  similar  transaction." 

Gen.  xviii.  6.  And  Abraham  hastened  into  the  tent  unto 
Sarah,  and  said,  make  ready  quickly  three  measures  of  fine  meal, 
knead  it,  and  make  cakes  upon  the  hearth.']  These  instructions 
are  quite  similar  to  the  manners  of  the  place,  which  even  at  pre- 
sent are  little,  if  any  thing,  altered  from  what  they  anciently  were. 
Thus  Dr.  Shaw  relates  (Trav.  p.  296),  "  that  in  cities  and  villages, 
where  there  are  public  ovens,  the  bread  is  usually  leavened ;  but 
among  the  Bedoweens,  as  soon  as  the  dough  is  kneaded,  it  is 
made  into  thin  cakes,  which  are  either  immediately  baked  upon 
the  coals,  or  else  in  a  ta-jen,  a  shallow  earthen  vessel  like  a  frjring 
pan."    2  Sam.  xiii.  8,  1  Chron.  xxiii,  2S. 
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Gen.  xviii.  7.  Abraham  ran  into  the^  herd,  and  fetched  a  calf 
tender  and  good^l  Abraham  appears  to'  have  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  preparing  to  entertain  the  angels.  But  when  it  is  said 
that  "  he  ran  into  the  herd,  and  fetched  a  calf,"  we  must  not  un- 
derstand him  as  descending  to  an  office  either  menial  or  unbe- 
coming his  rank,  since  we  are  informed,  that  "  the  greatest  prince 
of  these  countries  is  not  ashamed  to  fetch  a  lamb  from  his  herd, 
and  kill  it,  whilst  the  princess  is  impatient  till  she  hath  prepared 
her  fire  and  kettle  to  dress  it."     Shaw's  Travels,  p.  301. 

Mark  v.  38.  Wailed  greatly. "]  The  custom  of  employing 
mourning  women  by  profession  still  prevails  in  the  East.  Shaw 
(Trav.  p.  24^),  speaking  of  the  Moorish  funerals,  says,  "  there 
are  several  women  hired  to  act  on  these  lugubrious  occasions, 
who,  like  the  ipreeficce^  or  mourning  women  of  old,  are  skilful  in 
lamentation  (Amos  v.  16)  and  great  mistresses  of  these  melan- 
choly expressions  (that  is,  as  he  had  before  remarked,  of  squalling 
out  several  times  together,  loo,  loo,  loo,  in  a  deep  and  hollow  tone, 
with  several  ventriloquous  sighs) :  and  indeed  they  perform  their 
part  with  such  proper  sounds,  gestures,  and  commotions,  that  they 
rarely  fail  to  work  up  the  assembly  into  some  extraordinary  pitch 
of  thoughtfulness  and  sorrow.  The  British  factory  has  often 
been  very  sensibly  touched  with  these  lamentations,  whenever  they 
were  made  in  the  neighbouring  houses."  So  Niebuhr  (Voyage  en 
Arabic,  torn.  i.  p.  150)  says,  "the  relations  of  a  dead  Mahometan's 
wife,  not  thinking  themselves  able  to  mourn  for  him  sufficiently, 
or  finding  the  ta^  of  continual  lamentation  too  painftil,  commonly 
hire  for  mis  purpose  some  women  who  understand  this  trade,  and 
who  utter  wofiil  cries  fi*om  the  moment  of  the  death  of  the  de- 
ceased until  he  is  interred."     See  Jer.  ix.  17, 18. 

Gen.  xviii.  1.  And  he  sat  in  the  tent  door  in  the  heat  of  the 
dayJ]  Those  who  lead  a  pastoral  life  in  the  East,  at  this  day, 
fi-equently  place  themselves  in  a  similar  situation.  "At  ten 
minutes  after  ten  we  had  in  view  several  fine  bays,  and  a  plain 
fiiU  of  booths,  with  the  Turcomans  sitting  by  the  doors,  under 
sheds  resembling  porticoes ;  or  by  shady  trees,  surrounded  by 
flocks  of  goats."     Chandler's  Travels  in  Asia  Minor,  p.  180. 

Gen.  xviii.  4.  Let  a  little  water y  I  pray  you,  he  fetched,  and 
wash  your  feetJ]  One  of  the  firs|^tes  of  hospitality  observed 
towards  strangers  amongst  the  ancients,  was  washing  the  feet.  Of 
this  there  are  many  instances  in  Homer : 

To*  wf  xiP*  nt^fMur  flr^of  yx^  Ato;  i.att  avafrtq,  &c. 

Od .  vi.  207. 
By  Jove  the  stranger  and  the  poor  are  seDt, 
And  what  to  those  we  give  to  Jove  is  lent. 
Then  food  supply,  and  batbe  his  fainting  limbs, 
Where  waving  shades  obscure  tlie  mazy  streams. 

PopF. 
Your  otlier  task,  ye  menial  tribe,  forbear ; 
Now  wash  the  stranger,  and  the  bed  prep^e.  Pope. 

See  also  1  Sam.  xxv.  41. 
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Gen.  xix.  1,  2.  jind  there  came  two  angels  to  Sodom  at  even  : 
and  Lot  sat  in  the  gate  of  Sodom  :  and  Lot  seeing  them  rose  up 
to  meet  them ;  and  he  bowed  himself  with  his  face  toward  the 
ground.  And  he  said,  behold  now,  my  lords,  turn  in,  I  fray  you, 
into  your  servants  house,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  wash  your  feet, 
and 'ye  shall  rise  up  early,  and  go  on  your  ways,"]  The  Eastern 
people  have  always  distinguished  themselves  by  their  great  hos- 
pitality. Of  very  many  instances  the  following  is  a  truly  charac- 
teristic one.  "We  were  not  above  a  musket-shot  from  Anna, 
when  we  met  with  a  comely  old  man,  who  came  up  to  me,  and 
taking  my  horse  by  the  brime,  *  Friend/  said  he,  '  come  and  wash 
thy  feet,  and  eat  bread  at  my  house.  Thou  art  a  stranger ;  and 
since  I  have  met  thee  upon  the  road,  never  re&se  me  the  favour 
which  I  desire  of  thee.'  We  could  not  choose  but  go  along  with 
him  to  his  house,  where  he  feasted  us  in  the  best  manner  he  could, 
giving  us,  over  and  above,  barley  for  our  horses,  and  for  us  he 
killed  a  lamb  and  some  hens."  Tavernier's  Travels,  p.  111.  See 
also  Gen.  xviii.  6,  Judges  xvii.  7,  Rom.  xii.  13,  1  Tim.  iii.  2, 
1  Peter  iv.  9. 

Psalm  Ixxx.  17.  Let  thy  hand  be  upon  the  man  of  thy  right 
handJ]  If  we  would  understand  the  genuine  import  of  this  phrase, 
we  must  attend  to  a  custom  which  obtained  in  Judea  and  other 
eastern  countries.  At  meals  the  master  of  the  feast  placed  the 
person  whom  he  loved  best  on  his  ri^ht  hand,  as  a  token  of  love 
and  respect :  and  as  they  sat  on  couches,  in  the  intervals  between 
the  dishes,  when  the  master  leaned  upon  his  left  elbow,  the  man 
at  his  right  hand,  leaning  also  on  his,  would  naturally  repose  his 
head  on  the  master's  bosom ;  while  at  the  same  time  the  master 
laid  his  right  hand  on  the  favourite's  shoulder  or  side,  in  testimony 
of  his  fiivourable  regard.  See  also  John  xxi.  20.  Pirie's  Works, 
vol.  iii.  p.  90. 

MANNER  OF  REDEEMING. 

Ruth  iv.  7.  Now  this  was  the  manner  in  former  times  in 
Israel  concerning  redeeming,  and  concerning  changing,  to  confirm 
all  things  ;  a  man  plucked  off  his  shoe,  and  gave  it  to  his  neigh-- 
bour;  and  this  was  a  testimony  in  Israeli]  It  is  not  easy  to  give 
an  account  of  the  origin  of  this  custom :  but  the  reason  of  it  is 
plain,  it  being  a  natumi  sigiil^cation  that  he  resigned  his  interest 
in  the  land,  by  giving  him  his  shoe  wherewith  he  used  to  walk  in 
it,  that  he  might  enter  into  and  take  possession  of  it  himself.  The 
Targum  instead  of  shoe  hath  right-hand  glove ;  it  being  then  the 
custom  perhaps,  to  give  that  in  room  of  the  shoe  :  in  later  times 
the  Jews  delivered  a  handkerchief  for  the  same  purpose.  So  R. 
Solomon  Jarchi  says,  we  acquire,  or  buy  now,  by  a  handkerchief 
or  veil,  instead  of  a  shoe. 

The  giving  of  a  glove  was  in  the  middle  ages  a  ceremony  of  in- 
vestiture in  bestowing  lands  and  dimities.  In  A.  D.  1002,  two 
bishops  were  put  in  possession  of  their  sees,  each  by  receiving  a 
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glove.     So  in  England,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second,  the 
deprivation  of  gloves  was  a  ceremony  of  degradation. 

With  regard  to  the  ihoe  as  the  token  of  investiture,  Castell  (Lex. 
Polyg.  coL  ^34^)  mentions  that  the  emperor  of  the  Abyssinians 
used  the  casting  of  a  shoe  as  a  sign  of  dominion.  See  Psalm  Ix.  8. 
To  these  instances  the  following  may  properly  be  added :  ''  Childe- 
bert  the  Second  was  fifteen  years  old,  when  Gontram  his  imcle 
declared  that  he  was  of  age,  and  capable  of  governing  by  himself^ 
I  have  put,  says  he,  this  javelin  into  thy  hands,  as  a  token  that  I 
have  given  thee  all  my  kingdom.  And  then  turning  towards  the 
assembly  he  added,  you  see  that  my  son  Childebert  is  become  a 
man ;  obey  him."     Montesquieu,  Spirit  of  Laws,  vol.  i.  p.  SGI. 

MANNER  OF  SECURING  EASTERN  PRISONS. 

Acts  xii.  10.  Iron,  gate ^^  Among  different  ways  of  securing 
their  gates,  one  was  by  plating  them  over  with  thick  iron.  Pitts 
tells  us  (p.  10)  that  Algiers  has  five  gates,  and  some  of  these  have 
two,  others  three  gates  within  them,  some  of  them  plated  over  with 
thick  iron.  After  this  moiiner  the  place  where  St.  Peter  was  im- 
prisoned seems  to  have  been  secured.  "  When  they  were  past  the 
first  and  second  ward,  they  came  unto  the  iron  gate,"  &c.  Harmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  207. 

MARK  UPON  THE  FOREHEADS. 

EzEK.  ix.  4.  Mark  upon  the  foreheads^]  Mr.  Maurice,  speak- 
ing of  the  religious  rites  of  the  Hindoos,  says,  before  they  can  enter 
the  great  pagoda,  an  "  indispensable  ceremony  takes  place  which 
can  only  be  performed  by  the  hand  of  a  brahmin ;  and  that  is,  the 
impressing  of  their  foreheads  with  the  tiluk,  or  mark  of  different 
colours,  as  they  may  belong  either  to  the  sect  of  Veeshnu,  or 
Seeva.  If  the  temple  be  that  of  Veeshnu,  their  foreheads  are 
marked  with  a  longitudinal  line,  and  the  colour  used  is  vermilion. 
If  it  be  the  temple  of  Seeva,  they  are  marked  witn  a  parallel  line, 
and  the  colour  used  is  turmeric,  or  saffron.  But  these  two  grand 
sects  being  again  subdivided  into  numerous  classes,  both  the  size 
and  the  shape  of  the  tiluk  are  varied  in  proportion  to  their  supe- 
rior or  inferior  rank.  In  regard  to  the  tiluk,  I  must  observe,  that 
it  was  a  custom  of  very  ancient  date  in  Asia,  to  mark  their  servants 
in  the  forehead.  It  is  alluded  to  in  these  words  of  Ezekiel,  where 
the  Almighty  commands  his  angels  to  "  go  through  the  midst  of 
the  city,  and  set  a  mark  on  the  foreheads  of  the  men  who  sigh  for 
the  abominations  committed  in  the  midst  thereof."  The  same  idea 
occurs  also  in  Rev.  vii..  3.     Indian  Antiquities,  vol.  v.  p.  82. 

MARRIAGES  AMONG  THE  PATRIARCHS.  * 

Gen.  XX.  12.     jind  yet  indeed  she  is   my  sister;   she  is  the, 
daughter  of  my  father,  but  not  the  daughter  of  my  mother  :  and 
she  became  my  wife!]     This  peculiar  mode  of  contracting  mar- 
riage, appears  in  after  ages  to  nave  become  a  common  practice.  Ijt 
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prevailed  at  Athens.  It  was  lawful  there  to  marry  a  sister  by  the 
father's  side,  but  it  was  not  permitted  to  marry  a  sister  by  the  same 
mother.  Montesquieu  (Spirit  of  Laws,  vol.  i.  p.  54)  says,  that  this 
custom  was  originally  owing  to  republics,  whose  spirit  would  not 
permit  that  two  portions  of  land,  and  consequently  two  inherit- 
ances, should  devolve  on  the  same  person.  A  man  that  married 
his  sister  only  by  his  father's  side,  could  inherit  but  one  estate, 
that  of  his  father :  but  by  marrying  his  sister  by  the  same  mother, 
it  might  happen  that  this  sister's  father,  having  no  male  issue,  might 
leave  her  his  estate,  and  consequently  the  brother  that  married  her 
might  be  possessed  of  two. 

PsAtiM  xix.  6.  ^  Which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his 
chamber.'\  Marriages  among  the  Hebrews  were  performed  with 
great  public  rejoicings.  Among  other  rites  then  in  use,  Buxtorf 
(Synagoga  Jud.)  informs  us,  that  it  was  usual  for  a  tent  or  canopy 
to  be  pitched  in  the  open  air,  in  which  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
met ;  and  the  bride  being  delivered  to  the  bridegroom,  they  came 
forth  with  great  pomp  and  joy. 

Isaiah  Ixii.  5.  j4s  a  young  man  marrieth  a  mrgin.l  In  a  note 
upon  this  passage  Chardin  observes,  that  it  is  the  custom  in  the 
East  for  youths  that  were  never  married  always  to  marry  virgins  ; 
and  widowers,  however  young,  to  marry  widows.     If  this  practice 

Erevailed  in  the  days  of  the  prophet,  his  marrying  a  virgin  must 
ave  appeared  extraordinary ;  since,  on  account  of  his  age,  and  the 
early  period  at  which  they  generally  married,  it  is  probable  he  was 
now  a  widower.  If  this  was  the  case,  it  must  have  appeared  par- 
ticular, and  have  excited  great  attention.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  482, 

MARllIAOES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

John  ii.  1.  There  was  a  marriage  in  CanaJ]  The  following 
circumstances,  as  connected  with  marriage,  are  too  remarkable  to 
be  passed  over  unnoticed.  '^  Upon  ordinary  occasions  it  was  usual' 
to  tnrow  amongst  the  populace,  as  the  procession  moved  alon^, 
money,  sweatmeats,  flowers,  and  other  articles ;  which  the  people 
caught  in  cloths  made  for  such  occasions,  stretched  in  a  particular 
manner  upon  frames.  With  regard  to  the  money,  however,  there 
appears  often  to  have  been  a  mixture  of  economy,  or  rather  of  de- 
ception ;  which  probably  arose  from  the  necessity  of  complying 
with  a  custom,  that  might  be  ill  suited  to  the  fortunes  of  some,  and 
to  the  avarice  of  others :  for  we  find  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
collect  bad  money,  called  kelb,  at  a  low  price,  to  throw  away  at 
nuptial  processions. 

The  bride  on  the  day  of  marriage  was  conducted  with  great  ce- 
remony by  her  friends  to  her  husband's  house :  and  immediately 
on  her  arrival  she  made  him  a  variety  of  presents ;  especially  of 
household  frimiture,  with  a  spear  and  a  tent.  There  seems  to  be 
a  curious  similitude  in  some  of  these  ceremonies  to  customs  which 
prevailed  among  the  old  Germans,  before  they  left  their  forests,  as 
well  as  among  the  gothic  nations,  after  they  were  established  in 
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dieir  conquests.  Taoitus  observes  that  the  German  bridegrooms 
and  brides  made  to  each  other  reciprocal  presents,  and  particularly 
of  arms  and  cattle.  The  gifts  made  to  an  eastern  bride  appear  like- 
wise to  have  been  upon  the  same  principle  with  the  morgengabe, 
or  morning  gift,  which  it  was  common  for  the  European  husband 
in  the  early  and  middle  ages  to  present  to  his  wife  on  the  morning 
ailer  marriage."    .  Richardson's  Dissert,  on  the  East,  p.  343. 

Mary's  good  part  miserably  misrepresented. 

Luke  x.  4^.  Mary  hath  chosen  that  good  part  which  shall  not 
he  taken  away  from  herJ]  The  Jews  had  commonly  every  one  his 
table  ;  and  this  custom  was  not  peculiar  to  them,  for  Tacitus  says 
the  same  thing  of  the  Germans.  Ulysses,  in  Homer,  treating  the 
deputies  of  the  isle  of  Corfu,  ordered  as  many  tables  to  be  set  as 
there  were  persons,  and  caused  every  one  to  be  served  with  his 
portion  of  wine  and  meat.  Elkanah  gave  Hannah,  whom  he  loved 
rather  than  Peninnah,  a  worthy  portion  in  the  meal  that  followed 
the  sacrifice.  (1  Sam.  i.  5.)  David  sacrificing  after  he  had  danced 
before  the  ark,  gave  the  people  a  feast,  in  which  every  one  had  his 
bread  and  his  flagon  of  wine.  {2  Sam.  vi.  19.)  It  is  thought  that 
David  alludes  to  this  custom  when  he  says,  "  the  Lord  is  the  por- 
tion of  mine  inheritance"  (marg.  of  my  part),  and  of  my  cup ;  tnou 
maintainest  my  lot  (Psalm  xvi.  5),  and  that  Christ  also  referred  to 
this  practice  in  saying  that  "  Mary  had  chosen  the  good  part." 
This  custom  has  however  now  ceased  among  the  Jews,  and  at  pre- 
sent they  eat  at  the  same  table,  like  other  nations.  Basnage's 
History  of  the  Jews,  chap.  xvi.  §  1.  . 

MEASURING  THE  OUTWARD  COURT  OF  THE  TEMPLE. 

Rev.  xi.  2.  But  the  court  which  is  without  the  temple  leave 
out,  and  measure  it  not ;  for  it  is  given  unto  the  Gentiles,]^  There 
was  a  sort  of  proselytes  among  the  Jews,  called  strangers  of  the 
gate.  These  were  foreigners,  who  did  not  embrace  the  Jewish 
religion  (and  are  therefore  improperly  called  proselytes),  yet  were 
suflered  to  live  among  the  Jews  under  certain  restrictions ;  as, 
that  they  should  not  practise  idolatry ;  that  they  should  not  blas- 
pheme the  God  of  Israel ;  and  that  they  should  keep  the  Jewish 
sabbath  :  these  strangers  were,  moreover,  permitted  to  worship  the 
God  of  Israel  in  the  outer  court  of  the  temple,  which  for  that  rea- 
son was  called  the  court  of  the  Gentiles.  To  this  is  the  reference 
in  the  charge  given  to  the  angel  in  the  passage  above  cited.  Jen- 
nings's Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  143. 

MEASURING  WITH  A  LINE. 

2  Sam.  viii.  2.  Measured  them  with  a  line.]  These  words 
seem  to  allude  to  a  custom  among  the  kings  of  the  East,  when  they 
were  thoroughly  incensed  against  any  nation — ^to  make  all  the  cap- 
tives come  together  in  one  place,  and  prostrate  themselves  upon 
the  ground,  that,  being  divided  into  two  parts,  as  it  were  with  a 
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line,  their  conqueror  might  appoint  which  part  he  pleased^  dther 
for  Ufe  or  for  deaths  which  ^as  sometimes  determined  by  casting 
lots.     Stackhouse's  Hist,  of  Bible^  vol.  i,  p.  689,  note. 

1  Sam.  xiv.  14.  And  that  fint  slaughter  which  Jonathan  and 
his  armour-bearer  made  was  (of)  about  twenty  men,  within  as  it 
were  a  half  acre  of  land,  which  a  yoke  of  oxen  might  plough.'] 
This  manner  of  measuring  a  space  of  ground  by  a  comparison  from 
ploughing  seems  to  have  been  customary  in  these  times>  from  what 
is  here  said  of  Jonathan.  A  similar  instance  also  occurs  in  Homer. 
For,  speaking  of  contending  chiefs,  he  says, 

So  distant  they,  and  such  the  space  hetween, 
As  when  two  teams  of  mules  divide  the  green. 

n.  iii.  109.    Pope. 

For  the  explanation  of  the  comparison,  it  may  be  proper  to  add 
Dacier's  description  of  the  manner  of  ploughing.  "  The  Grecians 
did  not  plough  in  the  manner  now  in  use.  They  first  broke  up 
the  ground  with  oxen,  and  then  ploughed  it  more  lightly  with 
mules.  When  they  employed  two  ploughs  in  a  field,  they  mea- 
sured the  space  they  could  plough  in  a  (fiiy,  and.  set  their  ploughs 
at  the  two  ends  of  that  space,  and  those  ploughs  proceeded  towards 
each  other.  This  intermediate  space  was  constantly  fixed,  but 
less  in  proportion  for  two  ploughs  of  oxen,  than  for  two  of  mules ; 
because  oxen  are  slower,  and  toil  more  in  a  field  that  has  not  yet 
been  turned  up ;  whereas  mules  are  naturally  swifter,  and  make 
greater  speed  in  a  ground  that  has  already  had  the  first  plough- 
ing." 

A  carucate,  or  plough  land  in  Domesday  Book,  from  caruca,  is 
as  much  land  as  wiU  maintain  a  plough,  or  as  much  as  one  plough 
Will  work. 

£  Sam.  viii.  S.  Casting  them  down  to  the  ground.]  The  opinion 
of  the  learned  authors  of  the  Universal  History,  (Anc.  Hist.  vol. 
iL  p.  135,  note  S)  is,  that  David  caused  them  to  fall  down  flat,  or 

E rostrate  on  the  ground.  Le  Clerc  also  says,  that  it  seems  to  have 
een  the  manner  of  the  eastern  kings  towaards  those  they  con- 
quered, especially  those  that  had  incurred  their  displeasure,  to 
command  tneir  captives  to  lie  down  on  the  ground,  and  then  to 
put  to  death  such  a  part  of  them  as  were  measured  by  a  line.  Both 
Dr.  Chandler  (Life  of  David,  voL  ii,  p.  157,  note)  and  Bp.  Patrick 
(Comment,  in  loc.)  are  of  opinion,  mat  there  is  no  evidence  to 
prove  the  existence  of  such  a  practice  amongst  the  Hebrews. 

MEDICINES  IN  THE  EAST  APPLIED   TO  THE  STOMACH. 

Prov.  iii.  8.  It  shall  be  health,  to  thy  navel.]  Medicines  in 
the  East  are  chiefly  applied  externally,  and  in  particular  to  the 
stomach  and  belly.  This  comparison,  Chardin  says,  is  drawn 
from  the  plaisters,  ointments,  oik,  and  fiictions,  which  are  made 
use  of  in  the  East  upon  the  belly  and  stomach  in  most  maladies ; 
they  being  ignorant  in  the  villages,  of  the  art  of  making  decoctions 
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and  potions^  and  the  proper  doses  of  such   things;      Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  488. 

MELCHIZEDEC  KINO  OF  SALEM. 

Gen.  xiv.  18.  Mehkizedec  king  of  Salemi]  It  was  cudtomaty 
among  the  ancients  to  unite  the  sovereignty  and  chief  priesthood 
together. 

Rex  Anius,  rex  ideni  hdminaiiii  Phoebiqae  sacerdos.        2Bk.  iii.  8d. 
King  Anius,  both  king  of  men,  and  priest  of  Apollo. 

MEMORIAL  PILLAftS. 

1  Sam.  XV.  \2.  .  Saul  came  to  Carmel,  and  behold,  he  set  him 
up  a  place.l  In  this  place  the  LXX.  read  x^^P"  ^  hand,  proba- 
bly because  the  trophy  or  monumeht  of  victory  was  made  in  the 
shape  of  a  large  hand,  (the  emblem  of  power,)  erected  on  a  pillar. 
These  memorial  pillars  were  much  in  use  anciently :  and  the  figure 
of  a  hand  wai^  by  its  eiiiblematicsd  meaning  well  adapted,  to  pre- 
serve the  remembrance  of  a  victory*  Niebuhr  (Voyage  en  Arabid^ 
tom.  ii.  p.  £11,  French  edit.)  speaking  of  Ali's  mosque  at  Mesched- 
Aii  sayd,  that  ^^at  the  top  of  the  dome,  where  one  generally  sees 
on  the  Turkish  mosques  a  cresdent,  or  only  a  pole,  there  is  here 
&  hand  stretched  out,  to  represent  that  of  Ali. '  Another  writer 
informs  Us  that  at  the  Alhambra,  or  red  palace  of  the  Moorish 
kings,  in  Grenada,  **on  the  key-stone  of  the  outward  arch  (of  the 
present  principal  entrance)  is  sculptured  the  figure  of  an  arm,  the 
symbol  oi  strength  and  doininion."  Annual  Register  for  1779, 
Antiquities,  p.  1^4. 

MEN-STEALERS  FORMERLY  St  a  ANGLED. 

1  Tim.  i.  10.  Ibr  men  stealers.']  There  were  persons  who 
tnade  it  their  business  to  decoy  servants  and  free-men^  that  they 
might  steal  and  sell  them  for  slaves.  Against  this  practice  there 
were  particular  laws  enacted,  Exod.  xxi.  16,  Deut*  ixiv.  7.  It 
Was  also  condemned  by  the  Flavian  law  among  the  Roiiians,  and 
Was  not  allowed  of  among  the  Greeks.  The  death  with  which 
6uch  persons  Were  punished,  according  to  the  Jews,  was  strang- 
ling. 

MERCI^Ut  mission  OF  THE  MESSIAH. 

Luke  iv.  18.  And  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at 
liberty  them  that  are  bruised.]  It  is  beautifully  observed  by  Mr. 
Cradock  (Harmony,  p.  69)  that  the  clause,  recovering  of  sight  to 
the  blind,  alludes  to  the  wretched  state  of  those  prisoners,  who, 
according  to  the  inhuman  custom  still  retained  in  the  East,  had 
their  eyes  put  out:  and  with  regard  to. such  as  these,  this  great 
deliverer  is  represented  as  restoring  them,  a  work  far  beyond  all 
human  power.  Probably  they  are  the  same  with  those  who  are 
spoken  of  in' the  next  clause,  as  bruised  with  the  weight  of  their 
fetters ;  for  it  is  plain  that  eyen  blind  captives  were  sometimes 

s2 
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loaded  with  them,  as  was  the  case  with  Samson,  Judges  xvi.  21, 
and  Zedekiah,  2  Kings  xxv.  7. 

MESSIAH  THE  CONSOLATION  OF  ISRAEL. 

Luke  ii.  26.  Waiting  for  the  consolation  of  IsraeLI  The  Jews 
often  used  to  style  the  expected  Messiah  "  the  consolation ;"  and, 
"  may  I  never  see  the  consolation**  was  a  common  fom  of  swear- 
ing among  them.  It  was  much  used  by  R.  Simeon  ben  Shetach, 
who  lived  before  the  time  of  Christ     Gill,  in  he. 

MESSIAH  THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD. 

John  x.  1 1.  I  am  the  good  shepherd.]  That  this  allusion  was 
very  pertinent  with  regard  to  the  persons  to  whom  Christ  addressed 
his  discourse,  the  condition  and  custom  of  the  country  may  con- 
vince us.  The  greatest  part  of  the  wealth  and  improvement  there 
consisted  in  sheep,  and  the  examples  of  Jacob  and  David  in  par- 
ticular are  proofs,  that  the  keeping  of  these  was  not  usually  com- 
mitted to  servants  and  strangers,  but  to  men  of  the  greatest  quality 
and  substance.  The  children  of  the  family,  nay  the  masters  and 
owners  themselves,  made  it  their  business,  and  esteemed  the  look- 
ing to  their  flocks  an  employment  no  way  unbecoming  them. 
Hence  probably  came  the  frequent  metaphor  of  styling  kings  the 
shepherds  of  their  people ;  hence  also  the  prophets  described  the 
Messiah  in  the  character  of  a  shepherd ;  and  Christ,  to  show  that 
he  was  the  person  intended,  applies  the  character  to  himself.  The 
art  of  the  shepherd  in  managing  his  sheep  in  the  East  was  differ- 
ent from  what  it  is  among  us.  We  read  of  his  going  before,  lead- 
ing, calling  his  sheep,  and  of  their  following  and  knowing  his  voice. 
Such  methods  were  doubtless  practised  by  them,  but  have  not  ob- 
tained amongst  us  in  the  management  of  our  flocks. 

MESSIAH  symbolized  AS  A  BRANCH. 

Zech.  iii.  S.     I  mill  bring  forth  my  servant  the  branch.']     The 
oak  was  very  early  made  an  object  of  idolatrous  worship,  Isaiah  i. 
29,  and  in  Greece  we  meet  with  the  famous  oracle  of  Jupiter  at 
the  oaks  of  Dodona.     In  Gaul  and  Britain  we  find  the  highest  re- 
ligious regard  paid  to  this  tree  and  its  mistelto,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Druids.     The  mistelto  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  plant, 
not  to  be  cultivated  in  the  earth,  but  always  growing  upon  some 
other  tree,  as  upon  the  oak  or  apple.     The  Druids,  says  Pliny 
(Nat.  Hist.  lib.  xvii.  c.  44),  hold  nothing  more  sacred  than  the 
mistelto,  and  the  tree  on  which  it  is  produced,  provided  it  be  the 
oak.    They  make  choice  of  groves  of  oaks  on  their  own  account, 
nor  do  they  perform  any  of  their  sacred  rites  without  the  leaves  of 
those  trees,  so  that  one  may  suppose  that  they  are  for  this  reason 
called  by  a  Grreek  etymology  Druids.     And  whatever  mistelto 
grows  on  the  oak,  theythink  is  sent  from  heaven,  and  is  a  sign  of 
God  himself  having  chosen  that  tree.      This,  however,  is  very 
rarely  fonnd;  but  when  discovered  is  treated  with  great  ceremony. 
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They  call  it  by  a  name  which  in  their  language  signifies  "  thecurer 
of  all  ills :"  and  having  duly  prepared  their  feasts  and  sacrifices 
under  the  tree,  they  bring  to  it  two  white  bulls,  whose  horns  are 
then  for  the  fbrst  time  tied.  The  priest,  dressed  in  a  white  robe, 
ascends  the  tree,  and  with  a  golden  pruning-kook  cuts  off  the  misr 
telto,  which  is  received  in  a  white  sagum  or  sheet.  Then  they 
sacrifice  the  victims,  praying  that  God  would  bless  his  own  gift  to 
those  on  whom  he  has  bestowed  it.  Is  it  possible,  says  Mr.  Park-< 
hurst  (Heb.  Lex.  p.  50),  for  a  Christian  to  read  this  account  without 
thinking  of  him  who  was  the  desire  of  all  nations,  of  the  man  whose 
name  was  the  branch,  who  had  indeed  no  father  on  earth,  but  came 
down  from  heaven,  was  given  to  heal  all  our  ills,  and,  after  being 
cut  off  through  the  divine  counsel,  was  wrapped  in  fine  linen,  and 
laid  in  the  sepulchre  for  our  sakes  ?  The  mistelto  was  a  sacred 
emblem  to  otner  nations,  especially  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Italy.  The  golden  branch  of  Virgil  {JEn.  vi.  1.  126),  without 
which  no  one  could  return  from  the  infernal  regions,  seems  an 
allusion  to  the  mistelto. 

METHOD  OF  ANOINTING  JEHU  KING. 

2  Kings  ix.  13.  Then  they  hasted,  and  took  every  man  his 
garment,  and  put  it  under  him  on  the  top  of  the  stairs,  and  blew 
with  trumpets,  saying,  Jehu  is  kingJ]  "When  I  read,"  says 
Mr.  King  (Archaeol.  vol.  vi.  p.  293),  "  that  on  Jehu's  being  anointed 
king  over  Israel  at  Ramoth-gilead,  the  captains  of  the  host,  who 
were  then  sitting  in  council,  as  soon  as  they  heard  thereof,  '  took 
every  man  his  garment,  and  put  it  under  him  on  the  top  of  the 
stairs,'  and  blew  with  trumpets,  proclaiming,  Jehu  is  king ;  and 
when  I  consider  the  account  given  by  Herodotus  of  the  ancient 
Ecbatana,  which  was  at  no  great  distance  from  Syria,  and  in  a 
country  much  connected  with  it ;  and  reflect  also  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  the  top  of  the  stair-cases,  both  at  Launceston  and  Connis- 
borough  (which  were  narrow  and  steep),  I  am  very  apt  to  conclude, 
that  at  either  of  the  twQ  latter  places  is  still  to  be  beheld  nearly 
the  same  kind  of  scenery,  as  to  building,  which  was  exhibited  to 
the  world  on  the  remarkable  occasion  of  inaugurating  Jehu  at 
Ramoth-^gilead." 

METHOD  OF  SEEKING  LOST  PROPERTY  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  ix.  3.  And  Kish  said  to  Saul  his  son,  take  now  one  of 
the  servants  with  thee,  and  arise,  go  seek  the  asses."]  The  follow- 
ing extract,  compared  with  the  circumstances  recorded  in  this 
chgtpter  respecting  the  business  upon  which  Saul  was  sent,  will 
greatly  illustrate  them.  ''Each  proprietor  has  his  own  mark, 
which  is  burnt  into  the  thighs  of  horses,  oxen,  and  dromedaries, 
and  painted  with  colours  on  the  wool  of  sheep.  The  latter  are 
kept  near  the  owner's  habitation  ;  but  the  other  species  unite  in 
herds,  and  are  towards  the  spring  driven  to  the  plains,  where  they 
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are  left  at  large  till  the  winter.  At  the  approach  of  this  se^on 
diey  seek^  and  drive  them  to  then*  sheds.  What  is  most  singular 
in  this  search  is,  that  the  Tartar  employed  in  it  has  always  an 
extent  of  plain,  which,  from  one  valley  to  another,  is  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  wide,  and  more  than  thirty  long,  yet  does  not  know  which 
way  to  direct  his  search^  nor  troubles  himself  about  it.  He  put§ 
up  in  a  bag  six  pounds  of  the  flour  of  roasted  millet,  which  is  suf-^ 
iicient  to  last  him  thirty  days.  This  provision  made  he  mounts 
his  horse,  stops  not  till  the  sun  goes  down,  then  clogs  the  animal, 
leaves  him  to  graze,  sups  on  his  flour,  goes  to  sleep,  wakes,  and 
continues  his  route.  He  neglects  not,  however,  to  observe,  as  he 
rides,  the  mark  of  the  herds  ne  happens  to  see.  These  discoveries 
he  communicates  to  the  different  noguais  he  meets,  who  have  the 
same  pursuits ;  and,  in  his  turn,  receives  such  indications  as  help 
to  put  an  «id  to  his  journey."     Baron  Du  Tott,  vol.  i.  part  8,  p.  4- 

METHOD  OF  SUPPLYING  THE  WANT  OF  WATEI^  IN  THE  EAST. 

2  Kings  v.  17.  And  Naaman  said,  shall  there  not  then,  I 
pray  thee,  be  given  to  thy  servant  two  mules*  burthen  of  earth  .^] 
When  the  Israelites  were  iii  the  wilderness,  and  water  wps  so  scarce 
that  a  miracle  was  necessary  to  procure  a  sufficiency  for  their  sus- 
tenance, it  must  have  been  £;.lmost  impossible  to  have  obtained  such 
a  quantity  as  their  numerous  ablutions  required.  In  similar  cirr 
(Cumstances  of  difficulty  contrivances  have  been  adopted,  whereby 
it  has  been  obviated.  "  If  they  (the  Arab  Algerines)  cannot  come 
by  any  water,  then  they  niust  wipe  themselves  as  clean  as  they 
can,  till  water  may  conveniently  be  had ;  or  else  it  suffices  to  take 
abdes  upon  a  stone,  which  I  call  an  imaginary  abdes ;  i.  e.  tq 
smoothe  their  hands  over  a  stone  two  or  three  times,  and  rub  them 
one  with  the  other,  as  if  they  were  washing  with  water.  The  like 
abdes  sufficeth  when  any  are  sickly,  so  that  water  might  endanger 
their  life :  and  after  they  have  so  wiped,  it  i§  gaise,  i,  e.  lawftiTtQ 
esteem  themselves  clean."     Pitts's  Account,  p.  44. 

In  a  Mahometan  treatise  of  prayer,  published  by  De  la  M otraye 
(vol.  i.  p.  360),  it  is  said,  "  in  case  water  is  not  to  be  had,  that 
defect  may  be  supplied  with  earth,  a  stone,  or  any  other  product 
of  the  earth;  anS  this  is  called  tayamum,  and  is  perfomed  by 
cleaning  the  insides  of  the  hands  upon  the  same,  rubbing  there? 
with  the  face  once ;  and  then  again  rubbing  the  hands  upon  the 
earth,  stone,  or  whatever  it  be,  stroking  the  right  arm  to  the  elbow 
with  the  left  hand ;  and  so  the  left  with  the  right," 

With  respect  to  Naaman  the  prevailing  opinion  has  been,  that 
he  meant  to  erect  an  altar  of  the  earth  which  he  requested  of 
Elisha ;  but  it  may  be  proposed  to  consideration,  whether  he  had 
not  a  view  to  purification,  agreeably  to  the  instances  which  occur 
in  the  foregoing  extracts. 

METHOD  OF  TAMING  SERPENTS  IN  THE  EAST. 

Psalm  Iviii.  6.     Break  their  teeth.']     This  clause  of  the  verse 
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is  understood  as  a  continuation  of  the  foregoing  verse^  and  to  be 
interpreted  of  the  method  made  use  of  to  tame  serpents^  which^ 
Chardin  says^  is  by  breaking  out  their  teeth.  Music  has  a  won- 
derfiil  influence  upon  them.  Adders  will  swell  at  the  sound  of  a 
flute,  raising  themselves  up  on  the  one  half  of  their  body,  turning 
themselves  about,  and  beating  proper  time.  (Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  223.)  Teixeira,  a  Spanish  writer,  in  the  first  book  of  his  Per- 
sian History,  says,  that  in  India  he  had  often  seen  the  Gentiles 
leading  about  the  enchanted  serpents,  making  them  dance  to  the 
sound  of  a  flute,  twining  them  about  their  necks,  and  handling 
them  without  any  harm.  (See  also  Picart's  Ceremonies  and  Reli- 
gious Customs  of  all  Nations,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^68,  note,  Niebuhr, 
vol.  i.  p.  152.) 

METHOD  OF  UNITING  A  NATION  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

JuDOEs  xix.  29.  And  when  he  was  come  into  his  house,  he  took 
a  knife,  and  laid  hold  on  his  concubine,  and  divided  her,  together 
with  her  hones,  into  twelve  pieces,  and  sent  her  into  all  the  coasts 
of  Israel.']  Interpreters  say  but  little  concerning  the  real  views  of 
the  Levite  in  this  transaction:  they  merely  intimate,  that  it  was 
done  to  excite  a  general  indignation  against  the  authors  of  the 
injury  he  had  sustained.  His  motives  certainly  were  good  and 
regular.  He  intended  to  unite  the  whole  nation  in  vengeance 
against  ar  crime,  in  which  it  was  interested :  but  as  they  might  be 
checked  in  the  extent  of  the  punishment  by  the  number,  the  credit, 
and  the  power  of  the  ofienders;  by  the  natural  commiseration 
which  is  felt  for  those  who  are  of  the  same  blood ;  or  by  an  aver- 
sion to  involve  a  city  in  destruction ;  he  sought  and  seized  a  method 
which  put  them  to  the  indispensable  necessity  of  espousing  his 
cause.  The  only  part  which  he  had  to  take  was,  to  cut  in  pieces 
the  body  of  his  wife,  which  he  did,  or  else  that  of  an  ox,  or  other 
like  animal,  which  had  been  either  devoted  or  offered  in  sacrifice, 
and  to  send  a  part  of  it  to  each  tribe.  In  consequence  of  this 
every  tribe  entered  into  an  indissoluble  engagement  to  see  justice 
done  him  for  the  injury  he  bad  received.  This  is  what  the  inter- 
preters of  scripture  seem  not  to  have  known,  and  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  explain. 

The  ancients  had  several  ways  of  uniting  themselves  together  by 
strict  ties,  which  lasted  for  a  stipulated  time :  amongst  these  may 
be  noticed  the  sacrifice  of  Abrsmam,  the  circumstances  of  whicn 
are  mentioned  Gen.  xv.  9,  &c.  Another  method  was,  to  take  a 
bullock  oflered  or  devoted  in  saqrifiqe,  out  it  in  pieces^  and  distri- 
bute it.  All  who  had  a  piece  of  this  devoted  bullock  were  thence- 
forward connected,  and  were  to  concur  in  carrying  on  the  affair 
which  had  given  occasion  for  the  sacrifice.  But  as  this  devoting 
and  dividing  was  variously  practised,  it  also  produced  difierent  en- 
gagements. If  he  who  was  at  the  expense  of  the  sacrifice  were  a 
public  person,  or  in  high  ofiice,  he  sent  of  his  own  accord  a  piece 
of  the  victim  to  all  who  were  subject  to  him ;  and  by  this  act 
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obliged  them  to  enter  into  his  views.  If  the  sacrifice  wei*e  offered 
by  a  private  person,  those  only  who  voluntarily  took  a  piece  of  the 
sacrifice  entered  into  a  strict  engagement  to  espouse  his  interest. 
Connexions  of  this  kind  derived  their  force  from  the  deities,  in 
honour  of  which  the  sacrifice  .was  offered :  from  the  true  God, 
when  made  by  the  Jews ;  from  idols,  when  made  by  the  Gentiles. 
The  Jews  were  content  to  invoke  and  take  the  Lord  to  witness : 
whereas  the  pagans  never  failed  to  place  upon  an  altar  of  green 
turf  the  deities  which  presided  over  their  covenant.  These  deities 
were  called  common,  because  they  were  the  common  deities  of  all 
who  were  thus  united,  and  received  in  common  the  honours  which 
they  thought  proper  to  pay  them. 

A  direct  proof  of  these  facts  is  recorded  in  1  Sam.  xi.  7.'  "  And 
Saul  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  hewed  them  in  pieces,  and  sent 
them  throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Israel  by  the  hands  of  messen- 
gers, saying.  Whosoever  cometh  not  £Drdi  after  Saul  and  after 
Samuel,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen.  And  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  fell  on  the  people,  and  they  came  out  with  one  consent." 
Another  proof  is  drawn  from  the  customs  observed  by  the  Scy- 
thians and  Molossians.  Lucian  thus  speaks  of  what  passed  between 
these  people  upon  urgent  occasions.  "  When  any  one  had  received 
an  injury,  and  had  not  the  means  of  avenging  himself,  he  sacrificed 
an  ox,  and  cut  it  into  pieces,  which  he  caused  to  be  dressed  and 
publicly  exposed ;  then  he  spread  out  the  skin  of  the  victim,  and 
sat  upon  it,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him.  All  who  chose  to 
take  part  in  the  injury  which  had  been  done  took  up  a  piece  of  the 
ox,  and  swore  to  supply  and  maintain  for  him,  one,  five  horses, 
another  ten,  others  still  more ;  some  infantry,  each  according  to  his 
strength  and  ability.  They  who  had  only  their  person  engaged 
to  march  themselves.  Now  an  army  composed  of  such  soldiers, 
far  from  retreating  or  disbanding,  was  invincible,  as  it  was  engaged 
by  oath." 

These  circumstances,  compared  with  the  account  given  of  the 
Levite's  conduct  and  the  subsequent  behaviour  of  the  tribes,  clearly 
point  out,  that  the  method  used  by  the  Levite  to  obtain  redress 
was  consistent  with  the  established  usages  of  the  times,  and  effected 
the  retribution  he  desired  to  see  accomplished. 

MIGHTY  OF  THE  LAND. 

EzEKiEL  xvii.  13.  The  mighty  of  the  land.]  The  seventy, 
Apxovreg.  Vulg.  Arietes,  rams.  Thus  Homer,  speaking  of 
Ulysses  marshalling  the  Greeks : 

auto;  ^f ,  XTiXftc  «f ,  f  vtflrdtfXiiTAt  a^iya(  av^onr-  x.  t.  X. 

li.  iii.  196. 

Nor  yet  appear  his  care  and  condact  small ; 

From  rank  to  rank  he  moves,  and  orders  all. 

The  stately  ram  thus  measures  o'er  the  ground, 

And,  master  of  the  flocks,  surveys  them  round.  Pope. 

« 

Aristotle  (H.  A.  vi.  19)  says,  that  in  every  flock  they  prepare  a 
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leader  of  the  males,  which,  when  the  shepherd  calls  him  by  name, 
goes  before  them. 

MILITARY  ALLUSIONS. 

EzEKiEL  xxxii.  27.  They  have  laid  their  swords  under  their 
heads,"]  "  In  Mirigrelia  they  all  sleep  with  their  swords  under 
their  heads,  and  their  other  arms  by  their  sides :  and  they  bury 
them  in  the  same  manner,  their  arms  being  placed  in  the  same 
position."  (ChardiiLj  Bochart  supposes  that  Meshech  and  Tubal 
mean  Mingrelia.  This  seems  to  have  been  an  ancient  method  of 
honouring  the  dead.  In  the  present  instance,  the  meaning  of  the 
prophet  is,  that  they  shall  be  without  the  usual  martial  solemnities, 
with  which  the  people  of  that  country  honoured  their  dead.  Har- 
MER,  vol.  ii.  p.  138. 

Isaiah  xxxiii.  18.  Where  is  he  that  counted  the  towers?] 
That  is,  the  commander  of  the  enemy's  forces,  who  surveyed  the 
fortifications  of  the  city  and  took  an  account  of  the  height,  strength, 
and  situation  of  the  walls  and  towers,  that  he  might  know  where 
to  make  the  assault  with  the  greatest  advantage.  As  Capaneus 
before  Thebes  is  represented  in  a  passage  of  the  PhoenissaB  of 
Euripides  (v.  187),  which  Grotius  has  applied  as  an  illustration  of 
this  passage.     Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc^ 

Isaiah  Ixii.  10.  Lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people.]  The 
original  word  here  used  is  of  a  general  signification,  and  means 
not  a  standard  only,  but  any  sign.  This  may  receive  some  illus- 
tration jfrom  a  passage  in  Irwin's  Travels,  p.  139.  He  says,  that 
it  was  customary  to  light  up  fires  on  the  mountains  within  view  of 
Cossir  (a  town  near  the  Red  Sea),  to  give  notice  of  the  approach 
of  the  caravans  that  came  from  the  Nile  to  Cossir ;  this  was  of 
great  importance,  as  they  required  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place.  It  is  to  some  such  management  as  this  that  Isaiah 
refers  in  these  words.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^67. 

Daniel  xi.  45.  He  shall  plant  the  tabernacles  of  his  palace^] 
or  pavilion,  that  is,  the  tents  for  his  princes  and  generals.  The 
word  used  has  the  signification  of  covering  and  clothing.  Hence 
some  translate  it  the  tents  of  his  curtain;  tents  covered  with  cur-  " 
tains  or  veils,  such  as  the  tents  of  kings,  generals,  and  principal 
officers  were  distinguished  by.  Fuller  (Miscell.  Sacr.  1.  v.  c.  18. 
So  also  Lydius  de  re  militari,  1.  iv.  c.  2,  p.  155)  conjectures,  that 
it  may  refer  to  an  ancient  custom  of  the  Roman  emperors,  who 
used  before  a  battle  to  have  a  scarlet  coat  spread  over  their  tents, 
or  himg  upon  a  spear,  to  give  notice  of  it.  And  so  this  fiirious 
enemy  of  me  church  of  God  is  represented  as  setting  up  his  ensign, 
preparing  for  battle,  and  threatening  with  utter  desolation. 

Romans  xiii.  4.  He  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain.]  This  is 
spoken  agreeably  to  the  notions  and  customs  of  the  Romans  at  the 
time  when  the  apostle  wrote.  Thus  Suetonius  says  (in  Vitell. 
cap.  15)  that  Vitellius  gave  up  his  dagger,  which  he  had  taken 
from  his  side,  to  the  attending  consul,  thus    surrendering  the 
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authority  of  life  and  death  over  the  citizens.  So  the  kings  of 
Great  Britain  are  not  only  at  their  inauguration  solemnly  girt  with 
the  sword  of  state^  but  this  is  afterwards  carried  before  them  on 
public  occasions,  as  a  sword  is  likewise  before  some  inferior 
magistrates  among  us. 

Eph.  iv.  8.  And  gave  gifts  unto  men.^  Here  is  an  allu- 
sion to  the  custom  of  conquerors,  who  used  to  give  largesses  to 
their  soldiers  after  a  triumph.  Though  the  Roman  instances  of 
this  custom  are  perhaps  most  familiar  to  our  minds,  yet  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  antiquity  know  that  it  was  not  peculiar  to 
them.     (Judges  v.  30.)     Doddridge,  in  loc. 

Eph.  vi.  16.  Fiery  darts.l  This  is  evidently  in  allusion  to 
those  javelins  or  arrows,  which  were  sometimes  used  by  the  ancients 
in  sieges  and  battles.  Arrian  (de  Exped.  Alex.  lib.  S)  mentions 
irvp^opa  (ieXtiy  fire-bearing  darts,  and  Thucydides  (lib.  ii.  75) 
TTvpifiopoi  oKTTOty  fire-beariug  arrows.  Livy  (lib.  xxi.  cap.  8)  calls 
a  weapon  of  this  kind  a  falarica,  which  he  describes  as  a  javelin 
surrounded  at  the  lower  part  with  combustible  matter,  which,  when 
it  was  set  on  fire,  the  weapon  was  darted  against  the  enemy. 

1  CoR.  xiv.  8.  Who  shall  prepare  himself  to  the  battle.]  The 
allusion  is  to  the  custom  of  many  nations,  who,  when  about  to 
engage  in  war,  made  use  of  musical  instruments,  particularly  the 
trumpet,  to  gather  the  soldiers  together,  prepare  them  for  the  bat- 
tle, give  them  notice  of  it,  and  animate  them  to  it.  (Alex.  ab. 
Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  iv.  c.  2.)  The  sound  of  the  trumpet  was 
the  alarm  of  war.  Jer.  iv.  5.  There  may  also  be  a  reference  to 
the  two  silver  trumpets,  which  the  Lord  ordered  to  be  made  of  one 
piece  for  the  Jews,  for  the  journeying  of  the  camps,  and  for  war. 
Numbers  x.  1,  2.     Gill,  in  loc. 

Eph.  iv.  8.  And  led  captivity  captive.]  This  is  an  allusion 
to  the  public  triumphs  of  the  Romans,  in  which  captives  were  led 
in  chains,  and  exposed  to  open  view. 

Rev.  xix.  13.  A  vesture  dipped  in  blood.1  This  may  probably 
be  an  allusion  to  the  vesture  worn  by  the  Roman  generals,  which 
was  sometimes  purple  or  scarlet.  This  was  the  garb  in  which 
they  fought;  and  this  circumstance  is  particularly  recorded  jof 
Lucullus.     (Alex.  ab.  Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  i.  c.  20.) 

MILLET  EXPLAINED. 

EzEK.  iv.  9.  Millet.']  This  is  a  kind  of  plant,  which  perhaps 
derives  its  name  firom  its  thrusting  forth  such  a  quantity  of  grains. 
Thus  in  Latin  it  is  called  milium^  as  if  one  stalk  bore  a  thousand 
grains.  (Martinii  Lex.)  It  is  doubtless  the  same  kind  of  grain 
as  that  which  is  called  in  the  East  durra,  which  now  according  to 
Niebuhr,  is  a  kind  of  millet^  and  when  made  into  bad  bread  with 
camels'  milk,  oil,  butter,  or  grease,  is  almost  the  only  food  which 
is  eaten  by  the  common  people  in  Arabia  Felix.  He  fiirther  says, 
**  I  found  it  so  disagreeable,  that  I  should  willingly  have  preferred 
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to  it  plain  barley  bread."  (Description  de  I'Arabie,  p.  45,  135.) 
This  remark  appears  to  illustrate  the  passage  of  Ezekiel  here 
referred  to. 

MINSTRELS  AND  MUSIC  ESTEEMED  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

2  Kings  iii.  15.  But  bring  me  noio  a  minstrelJ]  The  music  of 
great  men  in  civil  life  has  been  sometimes  directed  to  persons  of  a 
sacred  character,  as  an  expression  of  respect,  in  the  East :  perhaps 
the  playing  of  the  minstrel  before  Elisha  is  to  be  understood,  in 
part  at  least,  in  the  same  manner.  When  Dr.  Chandler  was  at 
Athens,  the  archbishop  of  that  city  was  upon  ill  terms  with  the 
waiwode :  and  the  Greeks  in  general  siding  with  the  waiwode,  the 
archbishop  was  obliged  to  withdraw  for  a  time.  But  some  time 
after,  when  Chandler  and  his  fellow  travellers  were  at  Corinth, 
they  were  informed,  that  the  archbishop  was  returned  to  Athens ; 
that  the  waiwode  had  received  him  kindly,  and  ordered  his  musi- 
cians to  attend  him  at  his  palace ;  and  that  a  complete  revolution 
had  happened  in  his  favour.  Travels  in  Greece,  p.  244.  Har- 
MER,  vol.  iii.  p.  302. 

Psalm  Iviii.  5.  The  voice  of  charmersJ]  Whether  any  man 
ever  possessed  the  power  to  enchant  or  charm  adders  and  ser- 
pents ;  or  whether  those  who  pretended  to  do  so  profited  only  by 
popular  credulity,  it  is  certain  that  a  favourable  opinion  of  magical 
power  once  existed.  Numerous  testimonies  to  this  purpose  may 
be  collected  firom  ancient  writers.  Modem  travellers  also  afford 
their  evidence.  Mr.  Browne  (in  his  Travels  in  Africa,  p.  83)  thus 
describes  the  charmers  of  serpents.  Romeili  is  an  open  place  of 
an  irregular  form,  where  feats  of  juggling  are  performed.  The 
charmers  of  serpents  seem  also  wormy  of  remark,  their  powers 
seem  extraordinary.  The  serpent  most  common  at  Kahira  is  of 
the  viper  class,  and  undoubtedly  poisonous.  If  one  of  them  enter 
a  house,  the  charmer  is  sent  for,  who  uses  a  certain  form  of  words. 
I  have  seen  three  serpents  enticed  out  of  the  cabin  of  a  ship  lying 
near  the  shore.  The  operator  handled  them,  and  then  put  them 
into  a  bag.  At  other  times  I  have  seen  the  serpents  twist  round 
the  bodies  of  these  psylli  in  all  directions,  without  having  had  their 
fai^  exacted  or  broken,  and  without  doing  them  any  injury. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  method  of  charming  serpents  by 
sounds,  so  as  to  render  them  tractable  and  harmless.  The  ancients 
expressly  ascribe  the  incantation  of  serpents  to  the  human  voice. 
Thus  in  ApoUonius  Rhodius  (lib.  iv.  b.  147)  Medea  is  said  to  have 
soothed  the  monstrous  serpent  or  dragon,  which  guarded  the  golden 
fleece,  with  her  sweet  voice.  •  And  the  laying  of  that  dragon  to 
sleep  is  by  Ovid  ascribed  to  the  words  uttered  by  Jason : 

Verbaque  ter  dixit  placidos  facientia  somnos, 

Somnus  in  ignotos  oculos  subrepit.  Metam,  L  vii.  153. 
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So  Virgil  attributes  the  like  eflFects  on  serpents  to  the  song,  as  well 
as  to  the  touch  of  the  enchanter. 

Vipereo  generi  et  ginFiter  spirantibus  Hydris 

Spargere,  qui  somnos  cantCkque  manfiqae  8olebat« 

Mulcebatque  iras,  et  morsua  arte  levabat.  Mh,  vit.  L  753. 

His  wand  and  holy  words  the  viper's  rage, 

And  venom'd  wound  of  serpents  could  assuage.  Dryobn. 

MISERIES  OF  WAR. 

1  Sam.  xxvii.  9.  And  David  smote  the  land,  and  left  neither 
man  nor  woman  alive,^  Camillus,  after  the  burning  of  Rome  by 
Brennus  the  Gaul,  beat  his  army  in  two  battles,  and  made  such  a 
thorough  slaughter  of  them,  as  tnat  there  was  not  a  messenger  left 
to  carry  the  news  of  their  destruction.  (Liv.  1.  v.  c.  49.)  In  like 
manner  M ummius  the  Roman  general,  when  the  Lusitanians  had 
invaded  some  of  the  allies  of  Rome,  kilted  fift^een  thousand  of  those 
ravagers,  and,  just  as  David  did,  killed  all  those  who  were  carry- 
ing away  the  booty,  so  that  he  did  not  sufier  a  single  messenger 
to  escape  the  carnage.  (Appian.  al.  de  Bell.  Hispan.  p.  485.)  In 
like  manner  Gelo  gave  orders  to  take  none  of  the  Carthaginians 
alive ;  and  they  were  so  entirely  cut  off,  that  not  so  much  as  a 
messenger  was  left  alive  to  escape  to  Carthage.  (Diodor.  Sic.  !•  xi. 
§  33.)     Chandler's  Life  of  David,  vol.  i.  p.  220,  note. 

mis-translation  rectified. 

James  v.  5.  Ye  have  nourished  your  hearts,  as  in  a  day  of 
slaughter."]  Mr.  Blackwall  (Sacred  Classics,  vol.  ii.  p.  183)  in 
speaking  of  this  passage  says,  "  The  ordinary  reader  cannot  see 
the  relation  between  a  day  of  slaughter  and  such  high  indulgence 
and  merriment.  The  ideas  seem  to  be  oddly  put  together ;  the 
pertinence  of  the  passage  may  at  least  be  doubted,  and  the  grace 
of  the  metaphor  is  entirely  lost.  Ev  nfiepa  d^ayijc  might  not  im- 
properly be  rendered,  in  a  day,  or  time  of  public  feasting,  or 
feasting  upon  sacrifice.  It  was  the  custom  of  all  nations,  in  times 
of  joy  or  happy  success,  first  to  offer  some  peculiar  parts  of  the 
sacrifice  by  way  of  burnt-offering,  in  gratitude  and  acknowledgment 
to  their  gods,  and  then  to  entertain  and  feast  themselves  upon  all 
the  rest,  prepared  and  dressed  for  them,  with  great  freedom  and 
gaiety  of  neart ;  and  upon  these  occasions  the  people  ofl«n  ran 
into  great  disorders  and  indecencies,  to  which  the  apostle  here 
alludes." 

mode  of  baking  cakes  in  eastern  countries. 

2  Sam.  xiii.  8.  She  took  flour,  and  kneaded  it.]  Mr.  Parkhurst 
(Hebrew  Lexicon,  p.  413,  3d  edit.)  supposes  this  passage  is  to  be 
understood  of  the  firequent  turning  of  the  cakes  whfle  baking. 
This  appears  to  have  been  the  common  method  of  preparing  them, 
for  Rauwolff,  speaking  of  his  entertainment  in  a  tent  on  the  other 
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side  of  the  Euphrates,  says,  "  the  woman  was  not  idle  neither,  but 
brought  us  milk  and  eggs  to  eat,  so  that  we  wanted  for  nothing. 
She  made  also  some  dough  for  cakes,  and  laid  them  on  hot  stones, 
and  kept  them  turning,  and  at  length  she  flung  the  ashes  and 
embers  over  them  and  so  baked  them  thoroughly.  They  were 
very  good  to  eat,  and  very  savoury.'* 

MODE  OF  LAMENTATION  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

2  SAM.xii.  20.  David  arose  from  the  earth.]  Chardin  informs 
us,  that  "  it  is  usual  in  the  East  to  leave  a  relation  of  a  person 
deceased  to  weep  and  mourn,  till  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  at 
farthest,  the  relations  and  friends  go  to  see  him,  cause  him  to  eat, 
lead  him  to  a  bath,  and  cause  him  to  put  on  new  vestments,  he 
having  before  thrown  himself  upon  the  ground."  The  surprise  of 
David's  servants,  who  had  seen  his  bitter  anffuish  while  the  child 
was  sick,  was  excited  at  his  doing  that  himself,  which  it  was  cus- 
tomary for  the  friends  of  mourners  to  do  for  them.  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  495. 

2  Chron.  XXXV.  25.  And  Jeremiah  lamented  for  Josiahy  and 
all  the  singing  men  and  the  singirig  women  speak  of  Josiah  in 
their  lamentations  to  this  day,  and  made  them  an  ordinance  in 
Israel.']  Public  characters  were  lamented  in  anniversary  solemni- 
ties with  mournful  music,  and  oftentimes  in  such  a  manner  as  might 
represent  the  circumstances  of  their  affliction  or  death,  as  far  as 
they  could  with  propriety.  The  Persians  annually  mourn  for 
Houssain  (the  grandson  of  Mohammed),  and  visit  his  sepulchre 
near  the  ancient  Babylon.  The  mourning  continues  ten  days ;  all 
pleasures  are  suspended ;  they  dress  as  mourners ;  and  they  pro- 
nounce discourses  relating  to  his  death  to  numerous  assemblies : 
all  this  is  done  in  the  royal  palace  in  the  hearing  of  the  prince 
himself,  as  well  as  in  other  places  among  the  common  people. 
Chardin.  The  mourning  for  the  death  of  Josiah,  and  the  mourn- 
ing for  the  daughter  of  Jephthah,  were  probably  of  this  kind. 
Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  435. 

mode  of  preparing  for  war. 

1  Sam.  vii.  5.  And  Samuel  said,  Gather  all  Israel  to  Mi%peh^ 
and  I  will  pray  for  you  unto  the  Lord,]  Apprehensive  of^the 
chances  of  war,  it  was  usual  anciently  to  perform  very  solemn  de- 
votions before  they  went  out  to  battle :  and  it  seems  that  there 
were  places  particularly  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  (See 
1  Maccab.  iii.  46.)  It  appears  that  Samuel  convened  the  people 
at  Mizpeh,  in  order  to  prepare  them  by  solemn  devotion  for  war 
with  the  Philistines.  The  following  account  from  Pococke  (Travels, 
p.  36)  may  possibly  serve  to  explain  this  custom.  "  Near  Cairo, 
beyond  the  mosque  of  Sheik  Duise,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
a  burial-place  of  the  sons  of  some  pashas,  on  a  hill,  is  a  solid  build* 
ing  of  stone,  about  three  feet  wide,  built  with  ten  steps,  being  at 
the  top  about  three  feet  square,  on  which  the  sheik  mounts  to  pray 
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on  any  extraordinary  occasion^  when  all  the  people  go  out  at  the 
beginning  of  a  war,  and^  here  in  Egypt^  when  the  Nile  does  not 
rise  as  they  expect  it  should :  and  such  a  place  they  have  without 
all  the  towns  throughout  Turkey."     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  265. 

MODE  OF  PUKISHINO  CAPITAL  OFFENCES. 

1  Sam.  xxxi.  10.  They  fastened  his  body  to  the  wall  of  Beth- 
shanJ\  After  the  death  of  Saul,  we  are  informed  that  "  they  fas- 
tened his  body  to  the  wall  of  Beth-shan."  Capital  ofiences  were 
sometimes  punished  by  throwing  the  criminal  upon  hooks  that  were 
fixed  in  the  wall  below,  where  frequently  they  hung  in  the  most 
exquisite  agonies  thirty  or  forty  hours,  before  they  expired.  The 
exposure  of  the  body  of  Saul  might  be  nothing  more,  than  the  fix- 
ing of  it  to  such  hooks  as  wfere  placed  there  tor  the  execution  of 
their  criminals. 

2  Sam.  iv.  IS.  And  David  commanded  his  young  men,  and 
they  slew  them,  and  cut  off  their  hands  and  their  feet,  and  hung 
them  up  over  the  pool  in  HebronJ]  In  tim^s  of  tumult  and  dis- 
order they  frequently  cut  off  the  hands  and  feet  of  people,  and 
afterwards  exposed  them,  as  well  as  the  head.  Lady  M.  W* 
Montague  speaking  of  the  Turkish  ministers  of  state  (Let  ii.  19) 
says,  "  if  a  minister  displease  the  people,  in  three  hours'  time  he 
is  dragged  even  from  his  master's  arms ;  they  cut  off  his  hands, 
head,  and  feet,  and  throw  them  before  the  palace  gate,  with  all 
the  respect  in  the  world,  while  the  sultan  (to  whom  they  all  pro- 
fess an  unlimited  adoration)  sits  trembling  in  his  apartment"  Thus 
were  the  sons  of  Rimmon  served  for  slaying  Ishbosheth.  Har- 
mer, vol.  ii.  p.  272. 

mode  of  sepulture  amono  the  jews. 

Luke  vil.  12.  Behold,  there  was  a  dead  man  cai-ried  out,  the, 
only  son  of  his  mother  ;—and  much  people  of  the  city  was  with 
her.l  The  Jews  had  different  ways  of  carrying  their  dead  to  the 
grave.  A  child  under  a  month  old  was  carried  out  in  the  bosom 
of  a  person :  if  a  fiill  month,  in  a  little  cofHii  which  they  carried  in 
their  arms  :  one  of  a  twelvemonth  old  was  carried  in  a  little  cofHn 
on  the  shoulder :  and^one  of  three  years  old  on  a  bier  or  bed:  in 
this  manner  was  this  corpse  carried  out.  According  to  the  age  of 
persons  was  the  company  that  attended  them  to  the  grave.  If  it 
were  an  in&nt  not  a  month  old,  it  was  buried  by  one  woman  and 
two  men ;  but  not  by  one  man  and  two  women.  If  a  month  old, 
by  men  and  women :  and  whoever  was  carried  out  on  a  bier  or 
bed,  many  mourned  for  him.  Persons  well  known  were  accom- 
panied by  great  numbers  of  people.  It  was  looked  upon  as  an  act 
of  kindness  and  mercy  to  follow  a  corpse  to  the  grave :  and,  what 
must  have  tended  to  increase  the  number  of  persons  who  attended 
at  such  a  time,  it  was  forbidden  to  do  any  work  at  the  time  a  dead 
man  was  buried,  even  one  of  the  common  people.     Gill,  in  loc. 
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MONTH  ABIB. 

ExoD.  xiii.  4.  The  fnonth  Abib.]  This  answered  nearly  to 
our  March  O.  S.  and  had  this  name  because  in  Eg^pt  and  Pales- 
tine corn,  particularly  barley  (Shaw's  Trav.  p.  406),  was  in  ear  at 
that  time.  So  April  among  the  Romans  was  called  ab  aperiendo 
terram,  from  opening  the  earth.  The  author  of  the  Ceremonies 
and  Religious  Customs  of  all  nations  observes  (vol.  iii.  p.  108), 
that  the  year  among  the  Hurons,  and  several  other  nations  of 
Canada  and  Mississippi,  is  composed  of  twelve  synodical  lunar 
months,  and  that  all  the  lunar  months  have  names  suitable  to 
them.  They  give  the  name  of  the  worm-moon  to  the  month  <^ 
March,  because  those  reptiles  begin  to  discover  themselves  at  that 
time ;  that  of  the  moon  of  plants  to  the  month  of  April ;  and  the 
moon  of  swallows  to  that  of  May.  The  Flemings  have  the  same 
form  of  speech  in  then-  tohffue.  The  month  of  February  is  by 
them  called,  the  month  in  which  they  crop  or  prune  the  trees ;  the 
month  of  April  that  in  which  the  meadows  are  fit  for  mowing.  The 
signs  of  the  zodiac  also  receive  their  names  in  much  the  same 
manner.  See  Pluche's  Hist,  du  Ciel,  vol.  i.  p.  11.  PaRkhurst's 
Heb.  Lex.  p»  2. 

MOON  AMONG  tHE  ORIENTALS  AN  OBJECT  OF  BEAUTY. 

Sol.  Song  vi.  10.  Fair  as  the  moonJ]  This  manner  of  de- 
scribing beauty  still  prevails  in  the  East.  D'Herbelot  informs 
us,  that  the  later  writers  of  these  countries  have  given  to  the 
patriarch  Joseph  the  title  of  the  Moon  of  Canaan,  that  is,  in  their 
stvle,  the  most  perfect  beauty  that  ever  appeared  above  the  horizon 
of  Judea.  Many  eastern  writers  have  applied  the  comparison 
particularly  to  the  females  of  those  countries. 

MORDECAl's  CHANGE  OF  RAIMENT. 

Esther  viii.  IS.  And  Mordecai  went  out  from  the  presence 
of  the  king  in  royal  apparel  of  blue  and  whiteJ]  ,  White  garments 
were  usually  worn  by  those  who  set  up  as  candidates  for  any 
honourable  employment  in  the  state :  and  it  was  done  to  show 
how  justly  and  innocently  they  would  perform  the  duties  and 
offices  committed  to  their  charge.    See  Horace,  b.  i.  od.  35, 1.  SI. 

MORSEL  OF  BREAD. 

Judges  xix.  5.  Comfott,  thy  heart  with  a  morsel  of  breads  and 
afterward  go  your  wayJ]  "  The  greatest  part  of  tiie  people  of 
the  East  eat  a  little  morsel  as  soon  as  the  day  breaks.  But  it  is 
very  little  they  then  eat ;  a  little  cake,  or  a  mouthful  of  bread, 
drinking  a  dish  or  two  of  coffee^  This  is  very  agreeable  in  hot 
countries ;  in  cold,  people  eat  more."     Chardin  MS. 

If  this  were  customary  in  Judea,  we  are  not  to  understand  the 
words  of  the  Levite's  £a,ther-in-law  as  signifying,  stay  and  break- 
fast ;  that  is  done,  it  seems,  extremely  early :  but  the  words  appear 
to  mean,  stay  and  dine :  the  other  circumstances  of  the  story  per- 
fectly agree  with  this  account.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  356. 
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Judges  xix.  9.  Behold,  the  day  groweth  to  an  end.']  ''  It  is 
the  pitching  time  of  the  day."  Marg.  The  term  pitching,  here 
used,  undoubtedly  refers  to  tents,  and  intimates  that  the  day  was 
so  far  advanced  as  to  make  it  proper  to  pitch  a  tent,  or  to  halt  for 
the  night.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon,  eastern  travellers 
begin  to  look  out  for  a  proper  place  in  which  to  pass  the  night. 
So  it  is  said,  in  the  preface  to  Dr.  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  17.  "  Our 
constant  practice  was  to  rise  at  break  of  day,  set  forward  with  the 
sun,  and  travel  till  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  ;  at  which  time  we 
began  to  look  out  for  the  encampments  of  the  Arabs,  who,  to 
prevent  such  parties  as  ours  from  living  at  free  charges  up<Hi 
them,  take  care  to  pitch  in  woods,  valleys,  or  places  the  least 
conspicuous."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  238. 

MORSEL  OF  VINEGAR. 

Ruth  ii.  14.  Dip  thy  morsel  in  the  vinegar.']  We  are  not  to 
understand  this  of  simple  vinegar,  but  vinegar  mingled  with  a 
small  portion  of  oil ;  the  Algerines  indulge  their  miserable  cap- 
tives with  a  small  portion  of  oil  to  the  vinegar  they  allow  them 
with  their  bread,  ritts  (Account,  p.  6)  says,  that  when  he  was  in 
slavery,  his  allowance  was  about  five  or  six  spoonfuls  of  vinegar, 
half  a  spoonful  of  oil,  a  small  quantity  of  black  biscuit,  a  pint  of 
water,  and  a  few  olives.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  160. 

MOSAIC  LAWS  CONCERNING  MARRIAGES. 

Matt.  xxii.  24,  Moses  saidyif  a  man  die,  having  no  children, 
his  brother  shall  marry  his  wife,  and  raise  up  seed  unto  his  brother.^ 
The  marriage  of  the  widow  with  the  brother-in-law  was  performed 
without  much  ceremony ;  because  the  widow  of  the  brother  who 
died  without  children  passed  at  once  for  the  brother-in-law's  wife. 
Custom,  however,  required  that  it  should  be  acknowledged  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses,  and  that  the  brother  should  give  a 
piece  of  money  to  the  widow.  The  nuptial  blessing  was  added, 
and  a  writing  to  secure  the  wife's  dower.  Some  believe  that  this 
law  was  not  observed  after  the  Babylonish  captivity,  because  since 
that  time  there  has  been  no  distinction  of  the  inheritances  of  the 
tribes.  The  present  Jews  do  not  practise  this  law,  or  at  least 
very  rarely. 

Leo  of  Modena  describes  this  practice  in  the  following  manner : 
"Three  rabbins  and  two  other  witnesses,  the  evening  before, 
choose  a  place  where  the  ceremony  may  be  performed;  the  next 
day,  when  they  come  from  morning  prayers,  they  all  follow  the 
rabbins  and  witnesses,  who  in  the  appointed  place  sit  down,  and 
order  the  widow  and  her  brother-in-law  to  appear  before  them, 
who  declare  that  they  there  present  themselves  in  order  to  be  free. 
The  principal  rabbin  proposes  several  questions  to  the  man,  and 
exhorts  him  to  marry  the  widow ;  then,  seeing  him  persist  in  his 
refusal,  after  some  other  interrogatories,  the  man  puts  on  one  of 
the  rabbin's  shoes,  which  is  fit  for  any  foot,  and  the  woman  in  the 
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mean  time  draws  near  to  him,  and^  assisted  by  the  rabbin,  says  to 
him  in  Hebrew,  *My  husband's  brother  will  not  continue  the  pos- 
terity of  his  brother  in  Israel,  and  refuses  to  marry  me,  as  being 
my  brother-in-law.*  The  brother-in-law  answers,  *  I  have  no  mind 
to  take  her.'  Hereupon  the  woman  stoops  down,  loosens  and 
pulls  off  the  shoe,  throws  it  upon  the  ground,  spits  before  him, 
and  says  in  Hebrew  to  him,  with  the  help  of  the  rabbin,  *  So 
shall  it  be  done  unto  that  man  who  will  not  build  up  his  brother's 
house ;  and  his  name  shall  be  called  in  Israel^  the  house  of  him 
that  hath  his  shoe  loosed.'  These  words  she  repeats  three  times, 
and  they  who  are  present  answer  as  often,  He  that  hath  his  shoe 
loosed.'  Hereupon  the  rabbin  immediately  tells  her,  that  she  may 
marry  again ;  and  if  she  requires  any  certificate  of  what  is  done, 
the  rabbins  shall  deliver  one  to  her." 

MOTHERS  BEWAILING  THE  LOSS  OF  THEIR  OFFSPRING. 

Jer.  xxxi.  15.  A  voice  was  heard  in  Samah,  lamentation  and 
bitter  weeping :  Rakel^  weeping  for  her  children,  refused  to  be 
comforted  for  her  children^  because  they  were  not.*]  From  Le 
Bruyn's  Voyage  in  Syria  (p.  256)  we  learn,  that  "  the  women  go 
in  companies,  on  certain  days,  out  of  the  towns  to  the  tombs  of 
their  relations,  in  order  to  weep  there ;  and  when  they  are  arrived, 
they  display  very  deep  expressions  of  grief. 

While  I  was  at  Raman,  I  saw  a  very  great  company  of  these 
weeping  women,  who  went  out  of  the  town.  I  followed  them, 
and  after  having  observed  the  place  they  visited,  adjacent  to  their 
sepulchres,  in  order  to  make  their  usual  lamentations,  I  seated 
myself  on  an  elevated  spot.  They  first  went  and  placed  them- 
selves on  the  sepulchres,  and  wept  there ;  where,  afl;er  having 
remained  about  half  an  hour,  some  of  them  rose  up,  and  formed  a 
ring,  holding  each  other  by  the  hands,  as  is  done  in  some  country- 
dances.  Quickly  two  of  them  quitted  the  others,  and  placed 
themselves  in  the  centre  of  the  ring ;  where  they  made  so  much 
noise  in  screaming  and  in  clapping  their  hands,  as,  together  with 
their  various  contorttons,TSiight  have  subjected  them  to  the  suspi- 
cion of  madness.  After  that  they  returned,  and  seated  themselves 
to  weep  again,  till  they  gradually  withdrew  to  their  homes.  The 
dresses  they  wore  were  such  as  they  generally  used,  white,  or  any 
other  colour ;  but  when  they  rose  up  to  form  a  circle  together, 
they  put  on  a  black  veil  over  the  upper  parts  of  their  persons." 

MOUNTAIN  OR  HILL  OF  GOD  EXPLAINED. 

.  IsAiAii  xiv.  13»  I  will  sit  also  upon  the  mount  of  the  congre- 
gation^  in  the  sides  of  the  northJ]  Captain  Wilford,  in  a  paper 
communicated  to  the  Asiatic  society  concerning  Mount  Caucasus, 
gives  us  the  opinion  of  the  Hindus  respecting  the  garden  of  Eden. 
"  They  place  it,"  he  says,  *'  on  the  elevated  plains  of  Bukhara  the 
lesser^  where  there  is  a  river  which  goes  round  Brahmapuri,  or 
the  town  of  Brahma :  then  through  a  lake  called  Mansarovara, 
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the  existence  of  whick  is  very  doubtful,  and  is  erroneously  sup- 
posed by  travelling  fakeers  to  be  the  same  with  that  from  which 
the  Ganges  issues,  which  is  called  in  Sanscrit,  Bindu  Sarovara. 
From  the  Mansarovara  lake  come  four  rivers,  running  toward  the 
four  comers  of  the  world,  through  four  rocks  cut  in  the  shape  of 
the  heads  of  four  animals :  thus  taking  literally  the  corresponding 
passage  of  scripture.  The  cow's  head  is  toward  the  south,  and 
from  it  issues  the  Gang^ :  toward  the  west  is  a  horse's  head,  from 
which  springs  the  Chocshu  or  Chocshus;  it  is  the  Oxus:  the 
Sitd-gangd  or  Hoang-ho,  issues  from  an  elephants  head :  and 
lastly,  the  Bhadra-gangd,  or  Jenisea  in  Siberia,  from  a  tiger's 
head,  or  a  lion's  head,  according  to  others. 

The  Hindus  generally  consider  this  spot  as  the  abode  of 
the  gods,  but  by  no  means  as  the  place  in  which  the  pri- 
mogenitors of  ma^ind  were  created :  at  least  I  have  not  found 
any  passage  in  the  Purdqas  that  might  countenance  any  such 
idea,  but  rather  the  contrary.  As  it  is  written  in  the  Pu- 
ranas,  that  on  moimt  Meru  there  is  an  eternal  day  for.  the 
space  of  fourteen  degrees  round  Su-meru,  and  of  course  an  eter- 
nal night  for  the  same  space  on  the  opposite  side,  the  Hindus 
have  been  forced  to  suppose  that  the  Su-meru  is  exactly  at  the 
apex  or  summit  of  the  shadow  of  the  earth ;  and  that  from  the 
earth  to  this  summit  there  is  an  inunense  conical  hill,  solid  like 
the  rest  of  the  globe,  but  invisible,  impalpable,  and  pervious  to 
mankind:  on  the  sides  of  this  mountain  are  various  mansions, 
rising  in  eminence  and  pre-excellence  as  you  ascend,  and  destined 
for  tne  place  of  residence  of  the  blessed,  according  to  their  merits. 
God  and  the  principal  deities  are  supposed  to  be  seated  in  "  the 
sides  of  the  north,"  on  the  sunmiit  of  this  mountain,  which  is 
called  also  Sabha,  or  of  the  congregation.  This  opinion  is  of  the 
greatest  antiquity,  as  it  is  alluded  to  by  Isaiah,  almost  in  the  words 
of  the  Pauranies.  This  prophet,  describing  the  fall  of  the  chief 
of  the  Daityas,  introduces  him  saying,  that  he  '^  would  exalt  his 
throne  above  the  stars  of  God,  and  wcoild  sit  cm -the  mount  of  the 
congregation,  in  the  sides  of  the  nortli.  The  mountain  or  hill  of 
God  is  often  alluded  to  in  scripture.  (Asiatic  Researches,vol.  vi.  p. 
488.)  The  circumstances  here  narrated  are  too  curious  to  be  over- 
looked, especially  as  they  present  us  with  a  striking  coincidence 
with  what  Moses  has  recorded,  and  afford  us  smne  light  into  the 
allusion  of  the  prophet  Isaiah  in  the  passage  here  referred  to. 

MOUNTAINS  FAVOURABLE  TO  DEVOUT  EXERCISES. 

Matt.  v.  1.  And  seeing  the  multitudes ^  he  went  up  into  a 
mountain^]  The  first  generation  of  men  had  neither  temples  npr 
statues  for  their  gods,  but  worshipped  towards  faesven  in  tne  open 
air.  The  Persians,  even  in  ages  when  temples  were  common  in 
all  other  countries,  not  thinking  the  gods  to  be  qf  human  shape^ 
as  did  the  Greeks,  had  no  temples ;  they  thought  it  absurd  to 
confine  the  gods  within  walk,  whese  bouse  and  temple  was  the 
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whole  world.  The  Greeks^  and  most  other  nations^  worshipped 
their  gods  up6n  the  tops  of  high  mountains.  Hence  Jupiter  in 
Homer  commends  Hector  for  the  many  silcrifices  which  ne  had 
o^red  upon  the  top  of  Ida.  (Iliad  x«  ver.  170.)  The  nations 
which  lived  near  Judea  sacrificed  also  upon  the  tops  of  mountains* 
Balak,  king  of  Moab,  carried  Balaam  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  to 
sacrifice  to  the  gods,  and  curse  Israel  firom  thence.  (Numb,  xxiii. 
1.)  Abraham  was  commanded  by  God  to  ofier  Isaac  his  son  for 
a  burnt  offering  upon  one  of  the  mountains  in  the  land  of  Moriah. 
(Gen.  xxii.  ^.)  In  later  ages,  the  temples  were  often  built  upon 
the  summits  of  mountains.  JSoth  at  Athens  and  Rome  the  most 
sacred  temples  stood  in  the  most  eminent  part  of  the  city.  It  is 
further  observable,  that  very  high  mountains  were  commonly  held 
sacred  to  the  gods,  the  reason  of  which  custom  was  probably  be- 
cause the  tops  of  mountains  approached  nearest  to  the  heavens, 
the  seat  of  the  gods.  It  certainly  was  not  with  any  design  to 
sanction  the  superstition  of  the  heathens,  that  our  Lord  chose  to 
deliver  his  first  discourse  from  a  mountain ;  it  was  a  convenient 
and  eligible  situation  for  that  purpose ;  but  the  conformity  of  his 
conduct  with  the  general  practice  is  singular  and  deserving  atten- 
tion. It  might  inculcate  a  usefiil  lesson,  that  as  the  heathens  sup- 
posed themselves  to  be  nearer  to  their  gods  in  such  stations,  so 
the  doctrines  which  he  delivered  were  really  able  to  effect  that 
approach  to  Jehovah,  to  which  the  superstitions  of  the  surround- 
ing nations  only  pretended. 

MOUNTS  CROWNED  WITH  TOWERS. 

Sol.  Sono  viii.  10.  /  am  a  wall,  and  my  breasts  like  towersJ] 
In  these  words  Solomon  alludes  to  mounts,  common  in  Greece, 
Egypt,  and  Syria.  They  were  generally  formed  by  art;  being 
composed  of  earth  raised  very  high,  which  was  sloped  gradually 
with  great  exactness ;  the  top  of  all  was  crowned  with  a  tower : 
they  were  held  in  great  reverence,  and  therefore  considered  as 
places  of  safety,  and  were  the  repositories  of  much  treasure.  (Jo- 
sephus.  Bell.  Jud.  U  vii.  p.  417.)  There  were  often  two  of  these 
mounds  of  equal  height  in  the  same  inclosure :  to  such  as  these 
Solomon  refers  in  this  passage.     Holwell's  Mythological  Diet. 

p.  ^6^. 

mourning  among  the  jews. 

Gen.  1.  10.  They  mourned  with  a  great  and  very  sor^  lamen- 
tation.] This  is  exacdy  the  genius  of  the  people  of  Asia,  espe- 
cially of  the  women ;  their  sentiments  of  joy  or  grief  are  properly 
transports,  and  their  trsy:ispcQrt»  are  ungoverned,  excessive,  and 
outrageous.  When  any  one  returns  flrom  a  long  journey,  or  dies, 
his  family  bursts  into  cries  that  may  be  heard  twenty  doors  off; 
and  this  is  renewed  at  difierent  times,  and  continues  many  days, 
according  to  the  vigour  of  the  passion.  Especially  are  these  cries 
long  in  the  case  of  death,  and  frightful ;  for  their  mourning  is 
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right  down  despair,  and  an  image  of  hell.  I  was  lodged,  in  the 
year  1676;  at  Ispahan,  near  the  royal  square ;  the  mistress  of  the 
next  house  to  mine  died  at  that  time ;  the  moment  she  expired,  all 
the  family,  to  the  number  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  people,  set  up 
such  a  furious  cry,  that  I  was  quite  startled,  and  was  above  two 
hours  before  I  could  recover  myself.  These  cries  continue  a  long 
time,  then  cease  all  at  once ;  they  begin  again  as  suddenly,  at  day- 
break, and  in  concert.  It  is  this  suddenness  which  is  so  terrifying, 
together  with  a  greater  shrillness  and  loudness  than  one  would 
easily  imagine.  This  enraged  kind  of  mourning  contmued  for  forty 
days,  not  equally  violent,  but  with  diminution  firom  day  to  day : 
the  longest  and  most  violent  acts  were  when  they  washed  tne 
body,  when  they  perfumed  it,  when  they  carried  it  out  to  be  in- 
terred, at  making  the  inventory,  and  when  they  divided  the  effects. 
You  are  not  to  suppose  that  those  who  were  ready  to  split  their 
throats  with  crying  out,  wept  as  much ;  the  greatest  part  of  them 
did  not  shed  a  single  tear  through  the  whole  tragedy.  Chardin  in 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  136. 

Deut.  xxxiv.  8.  jind  the  chUdren  of  Israel  wept  for  Moses  in 
the  plains  of  Moah  thirty  daysJ]  It  was  usual  in  the  East  to 
mourn  for  such  persons  as  were  absent  from  home,  when  they 
died  and  were  buried  at  a  distance  from  their  relations.  Irwin 
relates  (Travels,  p.  ^54),  that  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ghinnah 
being  murdered  in  the  desert,  gave  birth  to  a  mournful  procession 
of  females,  which  passed  through  the  different  streets,  and  uttered 
dismal  cries  for  his  death.  Josephus  expressly  declares  it  was  a 
Jewish  custom,  and  says  that  upon  the  taking  of  Jotapata  it  was 
reported  thait  he  {Josephus)  was  slain^  and  that  these  accounts  oc- 
casioned very  great  mourning  at  Jerusalem.  It  was  after  this 
manner  that  the  Israelites  lamented  the  death  of  Moses.  He  was 
absent  from  them  when  he  died,  neither  did  they  carry  him  to  the 
grave,  but  they  wept  for  him  in  the  plains  of  Moab.  The  mourn- 
ing for  Aaron,  who  died  in  mount  Hor,  might  probably  be  of  the 
same  kind.     Numb.  xx.  25 — 29.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  S92. 

Joshua  vii.  6.  And  put  dust  upon  their  heads,"]  This  was  an 
expression  of  great  grief,  and  of  a  deep  sense  of  their  unworthi- 
ness  to  be  relieved.  With  this  view  it  was  a  very  usual  practice 
with  the  Jews,  1  Sam.  iv.  12,  2  Sam.  \.2\  it  was  also  imitated  by 
the  Gentiles,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Ninevites,  Jonah  iii.  6.  Homer 
also  describes  Achilles  lamenting  the  death  of  Patroclus,  by 
throwing  dust  upon  his  head,  and  lying  down  in  it.  (Iliad  S.  23, 
24).     Thus  also  Virgil : 

It  8ei88&  Teste  Latinui^ 

CoBJtt^s  attonitaa  fatis,  urbisque  ruin^, 

Caoitiem  immuodo  perfusam  pulrere  turpans.     Mn.  TlM,  609. 

Latinus  tears  bis  garments  as  be  g^es, 

Botb  for  bis  public  and  bis  private  woes : 

Witb  filth  bis  venerably  beard  besmears. 

And  sordid  dust  deforms  bis  silver  bairs.       Drydxn. 
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2  Sam.  i.  12.  And  they  mourned  and  wept,  and  fasted  until 
even^for  Saui,  and  for  Jonathan  his  son^  HistcHry  has  recorded 
similar  instances  of  conduct  in  persons  remarkable  for  their  mili- 
tary greatness.  When  the  mangled  body  of  Darius  was  brought 
to  Alexander,  and  He  had  taken  a  view  of  it,  his  historians  remark 
that  he  openly  expressed  his  sorrow  for  his  misfortunes,  and  shed 
tears  over  a  prince  that  died  in  a  manner  so  unworthy  his  former 
rank  and  dignity.  (Plutarch,  Vit  Alex.  p.  690.)  In  like  manner, 
when  Caesar  saw  the  head  of  his  son-in-law  Pompey,  after  it  had 
been  separated  from  his  body,  forgetting  that  he  had  been  his 
enemy,  he  put  on  the  countenance  of  a  father-in-law,  and  paid  the 
tribute  of  tears  due  to  Pompey  .and  his  own  daughter.  (Valer. 
Max.  1.  V.  c.  10).  Augustus,  also  when  he  heard  of  the  death  of 
Antony,  retreated  into  the  innermost  part  of  his  tent,  and  wept 
over  the  man  that  had  been  his  relation,  fellow-consul,  and  com- 
panion in  many  public  affairs.  Liv.  Hist.  I.  25,  c.  24,  §  15.  See 
other  cases  cited  in  Chandler's  History  of  David,  vol.  i.  p.  278, 
note. 

2  Sam.  i«  17.  And  David  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over 
Saul,  and  over  Jonathan  his  son*]  Threnetic  strains  on  the  un- 
timely decease  of  royal  and  eminent  personages  were  of  high 
antiquity  amongst  the  Asiatics.  Instances  of  this  kind  frequently 
occui*  in  the  sacred  writings.  See  1  Kings  xiii.  30,  Jer.  ix.  17, 
\y  Amos  V.  1,  2,  16.     They  are  also  to  be  met  with  in  pro£ine  au- 

thors j  as  in  Euripides ;  Iphigenia  in  Taur.  ver.  177 ;  Orestes,  ver. 
1402. 

2  Sam.  xii  20.  Then  David  arose  from  the  earth,  and  washed 
and  anointed  himself,  and  changed  his  apparel,]  During  the  time 
that  David  continued  to  mourn,  it  may  be  presumed  from  these 
words,  that  he  was  negligent  of  his  apparel,  and  that  it  was  not 
changed.  This  was  also  the  custom  of  the  Persians:  they 
mourned  forty  days :  and  for  a  relation  or  a  friend,  it  was  denoted 
by  a  total  negligence  of  dress,  without  any  regard  to  the  colour ; 
during  the  forty  days  they  affected  not  to  shave,  and  reftised  to 
change  their  clothes.     Goldsmith's  Geography,  p.  220. 

2  Sam.  xii.  23.  But  now  he  is  dead,  wherefore  should  I  fast  ? 
Can  I  bring  him  hack  aaain  f]  Maimonides  says,  that  the  Jews 
did  not  lament  infants  who  died  before  they  were  thirty  days  old, 
but  carried  them  in  their  arms  to  the  grave,  with  one  woman  and 
two  men  to  attend  them,  without  saying  the  usual  prayers  over 
them,  or  the  consolations  for  mourners.  But  if  an  in&nt  were 
above  thirty  days  old  when  it  died,  they  carried  it  out  on  a  small . 
bier,  and  stood  over  it  in  order,  and  said  both  the  prayers  and 
consolations.  If  it  were  a  year  old,  then  it  was  carried  out  upon 
a  bed.  This  custom  Gierus  thinks  that  David  followed,  in  making 
no  mourning  for  his  child  when  it  was  dead.  Bishop  Patrick, 
however,  doubts  whether  the  practice  were  so  ancient  as  to  have 
prevailed  in  his  reign. 
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1  Kings  xxi.  27.  And  went  softly^  Going  softly  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  the  many  expressions  of  mourning  commonly 
used  among  the  eastern  nations.  That  it  was  in  use  among  the 
Jews  appears  from  Ahab  ;  and  by  mistake  it  has  been  confounded 
with  waUdng  barefoot.  It  seems  to  h9.ve  been  a  very  slow,  solemn 
manner  of  walking,  well  adapted  to  the  state  of  moomers  labour- 
ing under  great  sorrow  and  dejection  of  mind* 

Esther  vi.  12.  Having  his  head  cof>eredJ\  This  was  so 
natural  and  significative  a  method  of  expressii^  confiision  or  grief, 
that  it  was  adopted  by  other  nations  as  well  as  the  Jews.  De- 
mosthenes being  on  a  particular  occasion  hissed  by  the  people, 
went  home  with  his  head  covered.  (Plutarch  in  Demosthene.) 
More  instances  of  this  may  be  found  in  Lively's  Chronology  of 
the  Persian  Monarchy,  pp.  18,  111. 

Job  i.  20.  And  shaved  his  head."]  Among  the  Jews  and  neigh* 
bouring  naticms,  it  was  an  usual  sign  of  mourning  to  shave  the 
head.  This  was  the  practice  of  Job :  and  in  Jer.  xli.  5,  we  read 
of  fourscore  men  who  were  going  to  lament  the  desolations  of 
Jerusalem,  having  their  beards  shaven,  and  their  clothes  rent.  It 
was  also  usual  among  the  Persians.  (Quint.  Curt  de  Gestis 
Alexand.  1.  x.  c.  5,  §  17.)  Suetonius  in  his  life  of  Caligula  observes, 
that  on  the  death  of  Caesar  Gefmanicus  some  barbarous  nations,  at 
war  among  themselves  and  with  the  Romans,  agreed  to  a  cessation 
of  hostilities,  as  if  their  grief  had  been  of  a  domestic  nature,  and 
on  an  occasion  which  alike  concerned  them  both  ;  he  adds, 
*^  Regulos  quosdam  (ferunt)  barbam  posuisse  et  uxorum  capita 
rasisse  ad  indicium  maximi  luctfis."  See  also  Jer.  vii.  29.  Micah 
i.  16.     Isaiah  vii.  20. 

EzEKiEL  viii.  14.  Then  he  brought  me  to  the  door  of  the  gate 
of  the  Lord^s  house,  which  was  toward  the  north,  and  behold  there 
sat  women  weeping  for  Tammuz."]  The  ancient  Greeks  used  to 
place  their  dead  near  the  doors  of  their  houses,  and  to  attend  them 
there  with  mourning.  (Potter's  Archaeol.  Graec.  b.  iv.  cap.  3.) 
Chandler  observed  the  continuance  of  this  custom  when  travelKng 
in  Greece.  "  A  woman  was  sitting  at  Megara,  with  the  door  of 
her  cottage  open,  lamenting  her  dead  husband  aloud."  (p.  195.) 
The  weeping  for  Tammuz  is  described  as  performed  near  a  door 
of  the  temple,  perhaps  with  a  view  to  such  a  custom.  Possibly 
the  mourning  of  Israel  at  the  door  of  each  of  their  tents,  in  the 
vnldemess,  which  so  much  displeased  Moses,  was  a  bewailing  of 
their  relations,  as  if  actually  dead,  which  they  might  apprehend 
would  be  the  sure  consequice  of 'their  wandiing^here^Vithout 
any  support  but  manna.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  378. 

EzEKiEL  xxiv.  17.  Cover  not  thy  lips.j  Dean  Addison,  in 
his  account  of  the  Jews  of  Barbary  (p.  218)  thus  describes  one  of 
their  mourning  rites.  ^^  They  return  from  the  grave  to  the  house 
of  the  deceased,  where  one,  who  as  chief  mourner  receives  them, 
with  his  jaws  tied  up  with  a  Unen  cloth,  aftei*  the  same  manner 
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that  they  bind  up  the  deadr  And  by  this  the  mourner  is  said  to 
testify  that  he  was  ready  to  die  with  his  friend.  And  thus  muffled 
the  mourner  goes  for  seven  days;  during  which  time  the  rest  of 
his  friends  come  twice  every  twenty-four  hours  to  pray  with  him." 
This  cert«nly  «»laau.  wh^  is  m4nt  by  covering  WV  or  the 
mouth,  from  which  Ezekiel  was  commanded  to  abstain.  The  same 
rite  was  to  be  made  use  of  by  the  leper  when  pronounced  such  by 
the  priest.    (Levit  xiii.  45.) 

Amos  vi.  10*  Then  shall  he  eay^  hold  thy  tongue^  for  we  may 
not  make  mention  of  the  name  of  the  Lord.']  One  of  the  ceremo-> 
nies  attending  the  fimerals  of  the  Jews  was  that  of  conducting  the 
corpse  to  the  grave  with  singing.  For  this  purpose  mourning* 
women  were  retained  in  the  £ast.  On  these  occasions,  Maillet 
says,  *^  the  lower  class  of  people  are  wont  to  call  in  certain  women 
who  play  on  the  tabor,  and  whose  business  it  is  to  sing  mournfiil 
airs  to  the  sound  of  this  instrument,  which  they  accompany  with  a 
thousand  distentions  of  their  limbs  as  frightful  as  those  of  people 
possessed  by  the  devil.  These  women  attend  the  corpse  to  the 
grave,  intermixed  with  the  female  relations  and  friends^ of  the 
deceased,  who  commonly  have  their  hair  in  the  utmost  disorder, 
like  the  frantic  bacchanalian  women  of  the  ancient  heathens,  their 
heads  covered  with  dust,  their  faces  daubed  with  indigo,  or  at  least 
rubbed  with  mud,  and  howling  like  mad  people."  It  was  also  cus- 
tomary to  accompany  the  body  to  its  last  home,  with  devout  sing-^ 
ing  of  men.  Russell  says  (Hist  of  Aleppo,  p.  116),  "when  the 
corpse  is  carried  out,  a  number  of  sheiks,  with  their  tattered  ban- 
ners, walk  first;  next  come  the  male  friends,  and  after  them  the 
corpse,  carried  with  the  head  foremost,  upon  men's  shoulders.  The 
bearers  are  relieved  very  often,  for  every  passenger  thinks  it  meri- 
torious to  lend  some  little  help  on  such  solemn  occasions.  The 
nearest  male  relations  immediately  follow,  and  the  women  close  the 
procession  with  dreadful  shrieks,  while  the  men  all  the  way  are 
singing  prayers  out  of  the  Koran."  Dean  Addison  particularly 
mentions,  that  he  found  this  custom  practised  by  the  Jews  of  Bar- 
bary,  and  that  they  commonly  made  use  of  the  forty-ninth  Psalm 
for  this  purpose.  (Present  State  of  the  Jews,  p.  218.)  Mr.  Har- 
mer  (voL  iiir  p.  411)  conceives  that  this  latter  custom  of  men  recit- 
ing portions  of  scripture  gives  us  the  true  meaning  of  the  prohibi- 
tion in  these  words  of  Amos ;  "  we  may  not  make  mention  of  the 
name  of  the  Lord :"  it  is  to  be  understood  of  the  more  sedate  sing- 
ing of  parcels  of  holy  writ,  according  to  the  modem  practice  of 
these  countries :  and  certainly  this  is  confirmed  from  chap.  viii. 
ver.  3,  of  the  same  prophet,  where  he  speaks  of  many  dead  bodies 
in  every  place,  and  says,  "  they  shall  cast  them  forth  with  silence." 

Mark  v.  38.  Wailed  greatly.}  The  custom  of  employing 
mourning  women  by  profession  still  prevails  in  the  East.  Shaw 
(Trav.  p.  24S)  speaking  of  the  Moorish  funerals,  says,  "  there  are 
toveral  women  hired  to  act  on  these  lugubrious  occasions,  who» 
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like  the  fr€efic€Bot  mourning  women  of  old,  ai>e  skilfiil  in  lamenta- 
tion (Amos  V.  16),  and  great  mistresses  of  these  melancholy  ex- 
pressions, (that  is,  as  he  had  before  remarked,  of  squalUng  out 
several  times  together,  loo,  loo,  loo,  in  a  deep  and  hoUow  tone, 
with  several  ventriloquous  sighs) :  and  indeed  they  perf(»in  their 
part  with  such  proper  sounds,  gestures,  and  commotions,  that  they 
rarely  fail  to  work  up  the  assembly  into  some  extraordinary  pitch 
of  thoughifulness  and  sorrow.  The  British  &ctory  has  often  been 
very  sensibly  touched  with  these  lamentations,  whenever  they  were 
made  in  the  neighbouring  houses.*'  So  Niebuhr  (Voyage  en 
Arabic,  tom.  i.  p.  150),  says,  "  the  relations  of  a  dead  Mahometan's 
wife,  not  thinking  themselves  able  to  mourn  for  him  sufficiently, 
or  finding  the  task  of  continual  lamentation  too  pakiful,  commonly 
hire  for  this  purpose  some  women  who  understand  this  trade,  and 
who  utter  woeful  cries  from  the  moment  of  the  death  of  the 
deceased  until  he  is  interred."    (See  Jer.  ix.  17,  18.) 

Mark  v.  38.  And  he  cometh  to  the  house  of  the  ruler  of  the 
synagogue^  and  xeeth  the  tumult,  and  them  that  wept  and  wailed 
greatly.']  The  assembling  together  of  multitudes  to  the  place 
where  persons  have  lately  expired,  tad  bewailing  of  them  in  a 
noisy  manner,  is  a  custom  still  retained  in  the  East,  and  seems  to 
be  considered  as  an  honour  done  to  the  deceased.  Chardin,  MS. 
informs  us  that  the  concourse  in  places  where  persons  lie  dead  is 
incredible.  Every  body  runs  thither,  the  poor  and  the  rich ;  and 
the  first  more  especially  make  a  strange  noise.  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  135. 

John  xi.  31.  She  goeth  unto  the  grave  to  weep  there."]  The 
Jews  used  to  go  to  the  graves  of  their  friends  on  various  accounts, 
either  to  see  whether  they  were  dead  or  not ;  or  from  superstitious 
motives,  frequenting  the  graves  of  the  prophets  and  wise  men  to 
pray  and  weep.  Dr.  Pococke  has  given  a  form  of  prayer  used  by 
them  at  such  times.  Sometimes  they  went  only  to  vent  their  griefi 
and  lament  the  loss  of  their  friends.  Such  a  custom  as  this  pre- 
vails among  the  Turks,  whose  women  on  Friday,  their  day  of  wor- 
ship, go  before  sun-rising  to  the  grave  of  the  deceased  where  they 
mourn,  and  sprinkle  their  monuments  with  water  and  flowers. 
The  Persians  also  visit  the  sepulchres  of  their  principal  imams  or 
prelates.     Gill,  in  loc. 

John  xi.  31.  She  goeth  unto  the  grave  to  weep  there.]  A  strik- 
ing conformity  between  the  customs  of  the  Jews  and  the  East 
Indians  may  be  traced  in  many  instances.  In  moummg  for  the 
dead  they  ^p^&r  to  have  expressed  their  sorrow  much  in  the  same 
manner.  The  evangelist  has  informed  us  that  Mary  went  to  the 
grave  of  Lazarus  to  weep  there ;  and  from  the  journal  of  the  Baptist 
missionaries  in  the  East  Indies  it  appears  that  they  do  the  same. 
Mr.  Fountain  says,  **  March  13.  1  nis  morning  when  I  awoke  I 
heard  a  great  noise  by  a  number  of  people  on  the  bank  of  the  tank 
near  my  bungalow^  an  accommodation  boat,  used  as  an  occasional 
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residence.  I  went  to  see  wh^it  was  the  matter,  and  found  a  num- 
ber of  women  and  girls  assembled  to  lament  over  the  grave  of  a 
lad,  who  had  been  killed  by  a  wild  bufi&lo  ten  days  before.  The 
mother  sat  on  the  earth  at  one  end  of  the  grave,  leaning^  herself 
upon  it,  and  bitterly  exclaiming.  Amor  Banban !  Amor  Banban ! 
oh  my  child !  my  child !  On  the  oilier  end  of  the  grave  sat  another 
female,  who  was  expressing  her  grief  in  a  similar  manner.     This 

*was  not  occasioned,  however,  by  the  afiecting  accident  which  befel 
the  lad ;  but  is  one  of  the  usual  customs  of  the  Mahommedans > 
who  make  lamentation  for  their  friends  ten  days  after  their  decease. 
There  seems  something  feigned  in  it,  as  I  have  often  observed  that 
they  leave  off  abruptly  on  the  approach  of  a  stranger.  They  did 
so  this  morning  almost  as  spon  as  I  appeared." 

John  xi.  44.  And  he  that  was.  dead  cameforthy  bound  hand 
and  foot  with  grave-clothes.^  The  Jewish  sepulchres  were  gene- 
rally caves  or  rooms  hewn  out  of  rocks.  And  as  the  Jews  did  not 
make  use  of  coffins,  they  placed  their  dead  separately  in  niches  or 
little  cells  cut  into  the  sides  of  these  caves  or  rooms.    (Maundreirs 

•  Travels,  p.  76.)  This  form  of  the  Jewish  sepulchre  suggests  an 
easy  solution  of  a  very  important  difficulty  in  the  history  of  Laza- 
rus s  resurrection.  It  is  said,  that  when  Jesus  called  upon  Lazarus 
to  come  forth,  Re  came  out  bound  hand  and  foot.  But  deists,  talk- 
ing of  this  miracle  commonly  ask  with  a  sneer,  how  he  could  come 
out  of  a  grave  who  was  bound  in  that  manner  ?  The  answer  how- 
ever is  obvious.  The  evangelist  does  not  mean  that  Lazarus 
walked  out  of  the  sepulchre,  but  that,  lying  on  his  back,  he  raised 
himself  into  a  sitting  posture,  then  putting  his  legs  over  the  edge 
of  his  niche  or  cell,  slid  down,  and  stood  upright  upon  the  floor; 
all  which  he  might  easily  do,  notwithstanding  his  arms  were  close 
bound  to  his  body,  and  his  legs  were  tied  strait  together  by  means 
of  the  shroud  and  rollers  with  which  he  was  swathed.  Accord- 
ingly, when  he  was  come  forth,  it  is  said,  that  Jesus  ordered  them 
to  loose  him  and  let  him  go ;  H  circumstance  plainly  importing, 
that  the  historian  knew  that  Lazarus  could  not  walk  till  he  was 
unbound.     Macknight's  Harmony,  vol.  ii.  p.  799. 

MUCH  HONEY  NOT  SALUBRIOUS. 

Prov.  XXV.  37.  It  is  not  aood  to  eat  much  honey:"]  Delicious 
as  honey  is  to  an  eastern  palate,  it  has  been  thought  sometimes 
to  have  produced  terrible  effects.  Sanutus  (Gesta  Dei  per^Fran- 
cosv  vol.  ii.  p.  324)  informs  us,  that  the  EngKsh  who  attended 
Edward  the  First  into  the  Holy  Land,  died  in  great  numbers,  as 
they  marched,  in  June,  to  demolish  a  place,  which  he  ascribes  to 
the  excessive  heat,  and  their  intemperate  eating  of  fruits  and 
honey.  This  circumstance  seems  to  illustrate  both  the  remark  of 
Solomon  and  the  prophetic  passage,  which  speaks  of  a  book 
sweet  in  the  mouth  as  a  morsel  of  honey,  but  bitter  after  it  was 
down.    Rev.  x.  9,  10.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  299. 


^'2 


ORIENTAL   CUSTOMS. 


MURDER  PUNISHED  WITH  DEATH  AMONG  THg  JEWS. 

Numb.  xxxv.  81.  Ye  shall  take  no  satisfaction  for  the  life  of 
a  murderer,']  Moses  absolutely  forbids  the  acceptance  of  any 
compensation  for  the  life  of  a  murderer.  Through  tiie  influence 
of  money  it  appears,  that  punishment  was  often  eva^d  in  some 
countries,  and  probably  till  this  time  among  the  Jews.  The 
Baron  du  Tott  tells  us,  that  in  case  of  a  duel,  if  one  of  the  parties 
is  killed,  the  other  is  tried  for  the  offence,  and  if  condemned, 
*^  the  criminal  is  conducted  to  the  place  of  punishment;  he  who 
performs  the  office  of  executioner  takes  on  him  likewise  that  of 
mediator,  and  negociates  till  the  last  moment  with  the  next  of  kin 
to  the  deceased,  or  his  wife,  who  commonly  follows,  to  be  present 
at  the  execution.  If  the  proposals  are  refused,  the  executioner 
performs  the  sentence ;  if  they  are  accepted,  he  reconducts  the 
criminal  to  the  tribunal  to  receive  his  pardon.^*  p.  198.  It  may 
be  proposed  to  consideration,  whether  or  not  there  is  any  refer- 
ence to  this  practice  in  the  words  of  Christ,  "  agree  with  thine 
adversary  quickly,  while  thou  art  in  the  way  with  him."  (Matt. 
V.  ^5.) 

Numb.  xxxv.  21.  The  revenger  of  blood  shall  slay  the  mur- 
derer when  he  meeteth  him^  **  The  civil  law  declared  a  man  to 
he  unworthy  to  enjoy  the  inheritance  of  one  that  was  murdered, 
if  he  neglected  to  prosecute  the  person  that  killed  him,  in  some 
court  of  justice,  out  the  Jewish  law  allowed,  or  rather  required, 
a  great  deal  more — ^that  the  next  of  kin  should  kill  the  murderer 
with  his  own  hands,  if  he  met  him.  Thus  the  Abyssinians  at 
tills  day  (as  Ritterhusius  observes  out  of  Alvarez)  deliver  the 
murderer  into  the  hand  of  the  next  kinsman  to  torture  him.'* 
Patrick,  in  he.  The  ancient  Greeks  had  no  public  officer 
charged  by  the  state  to  look  after  murderers.  The  relations  of 
the  deceased  alone  had  a  right  to  pursue  vengeance,  (Homer,  II. 
ix.  6^8.)  Pausanias,  in  many  places,  speaks  of  this  ancient 
usage,  (lib.  v.  c.  1,  p.  376,  lib.  viii.  c.  34,  p.  669)  an  usage  that 
appears  to  have  subsisted  always  in  Greece.  Gogubt*s  Origin  of 
Laws,  vol.  ii.  p.  71. 

MUZZLING  OF  THE  OX  FORBIDDEN  AMONG  THE  J^WS. 

Deut.  XXV.  4.  Thou  shall  not  muzzle  the  ox  when  he  tread- 
eth  out  the  corn.]  It  is  customary  in  Arabia,  and  among  the 
Moors  in  Barbary»  to  tread  out  the  corn  with  cattle.  The 
sheaves  lie  open  and  expanded  on  the  threshing-floors,  and  the 
cattle  continually  move  round  them.  The  natives  of  Aleppo  still 
religiously  observe  the  ancient  practice  of  permitting  the  oxen  to 
remain  unmuzzled,  when  they  separate  the  corn  from  the  straw. 
Shaw's  Travels,  p.  221.  Russell's  Nat.  Hist  of  Aleppo,  vol.  i. 
p.  m 

NAILS  FASTENED  BY  MASTERS  OF  ASSEMBLIES. 

EccLES.  xii.  U.    As  nails  fastened  by  the  masters  of  ouem^ 
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blies.]  The  RoQU^  were  accustomed  to  number  their  years  by 
the  clavi  or  nails  which  were  fixed  on  the  temple  doors*  The 
proBtor,  consul^  or  dictator,  drove  one  annually  into  the  wail  of 
Jupiter's  temple  upon  the  ides  of  March,  (See  Horace,  b.  iii. 
Od.  xxiv.  5.)  May  not  these  words  of  Solomon  allude  to  a  cus- 
tom similar  to  this? 

RcchiM.  xii.  II.  Masters  of  assembliesJ]  It  is  most  probable 
that  the  assemblies  here  referred  to  were  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
nouncing discourses  of  an  eloquent  and  philosophical  niuture. 
Such  assemblies  have  been  common  in  those  countries  since  the 
days  of  Solomon,  and  even  in  his  time  might  not  be  unknown. 
Macamai  signifies,  according  to  D'Herbelot,  assemblies  and  con- 
versations, pieces  of  eloquence,  or  academical  discourses,  pro- 
nounced m  assemblies  oi  men  of  letters.  This  way  of  reciting 
.compositions,  in  prose  and  verse,  has  been  as  frequent  among  the 
Orientals,  as  it  was  anciently  among  the  Romans,  and  as  it  is 
now  in  our  academies.  The  Arabians  have  many  books  contain- 
ing diiscourses  of  this  kind,  which  are  looked  upon  by  them  as 
master-pieces  of  eloquence.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  70. 

Isaiah  xxii.  23.  NaiLI  In  ancient  times,  and  in  the  eastern 
countries,  as  the  way  of  life,  so  the  houses  were  much  more  sim- 
ple than  ours  at  presgnt.  They  had  not  that  quantity  and  variety 
of  furniture,  nor  those  accommodations  of  all  sorts  with  which  we 
abound.  It  was  convenient,  and  even  necessary  for  them,  and  it 
made  an  essential  part  in  the  building  of  an  house,  to  furnish  the 
inside  of  the  several  apartments  with  sets  of  spikes,  nails,  or  large 
pegs,  on  which  to  dispose  of  and  hang  up  the  several  moveables 
and  utensils  in  common  use,  and  proper  to  the  apartment.  These 
spikes  they  worked  into  the  walls  at  the  first  erection  of  them, 
the  walls  being  of  such  materials,  that  they  could  not  bear  their 
being  driven  in  afterwards;  and  they  were  contrived  so  as  to 
strengthen  the  walls  by  binding  the  parts  together^  as  well  as  to 
serve  for  convenience.  Chardin's  account  of  the  matter  is  this : 
^'  They  do  not  drive  with  a  hammer  the  nails  that  are  put  into 
the  eastern  walls ;  the  walls  are  too  hard,  being  of  brick ;  or  if 
they  are  clay,  too  mouldering ;  but  they  fix  them  in  the  brick- 
work as  they  are  building.  They  are  large  nails,  with  square 
heads,  like  dice,  well  made ;  the  ends  being  bent,  so  as  to  make 
them  cramp-irons.  They  commonly  place  them  at  the  windows 
and  doors,  in  order  to  hang  upon  them,  when  they  like,  veils  and 
curtains."  (Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  191.)  They  were  put  in  other 
places  also,  in  order  to  hang  up  other  things  of  various  kinds. 
Ezek.  XV.  3,  Zech.  x.  4,  Ezra  ix.  8. 

NATURAL  RELATIONSHIP  SHOULD  BE  NO  IMPEDIMENT  TO  FOLLOW- 
ING CHRIST. 

Luke  xiv.  9&,  If  any  man  come  unto  me^  and  hate  not  his 
father  J  and  mother,  and  wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and 
sisters,  yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple*] 
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When  proselytes  were  received  into  the  Jewish  churchy  the  bond 
of  natural  relation  between  them  and  their  kindred  was  con- 
sidered as  being  dissolved.  Hence  it  became  a  maxim  with  the 
rabbisy  that  a  proselyte  might  lawfiilly  marry  his  own  mother,  or 
his  own  daughter,  bom  before  he  became  such ;  they  being  now 
no  more  related  to  him  than  any  other  women.  Such  marriages 
were  looked  upon  as  indecent,  and  on  that  account  were  not  per- 
mitted. It  has  been  supposed  that  Christ  alludes  to  this  renun- 
ciation of  natural  relationship  in  the  words  now  cited.  See  also 
Psalm  xlv.  10.  To  this  may  be  added  the  words  of  Tacitus 
(Hist.  lib.  V.  c.  5),  who,  in  his  character  of  the  Jews,  having 
mentioned  thehr  custom  of  circumcision,  as  adopted  by  proselytes, 
adds,  "  they  then  quickly  learn  to  despise  the  gods,  to  renounce 
their  country,  and  to  hold  their  parents,  children,  and  brethren, 
in  the  utmost  contempt."   Jennings's  Jewish  Ant  voL  i.  p.  139. 

NAUTICAL   ALLUSIONS. 

Phil.  i.  23.  .  In  a  strait  between  two,']  The  original  is 
very  emphatical,  and  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  a  ship  stationed 
at  a  particular  place,  and  riding  at  anchor,  and  at  the  same  time 
likely  to  be  forced  to  sea  by  the  violence  of  the  winds ;  which 
presents  us  with  a  lively  representation  of  the  apostle^s  attach- 
ment to  his  situation  in  the  christian  church,  and  the  vehemence 
of  his  desire  to  be  unbound,  that  is,  to  weigh  anchor,  and  set  sail 
for  the  heavenly  country.     Doddridge  in  loc. 

Acts  xxvii.  ^.  The  shipmen  deemed  that  they  drew  near  to 
some  country.]  Literally,  that  some  land  approached  them.  No 
doubt  this  Was  an  usual  sea  phrase  for  drawing  near  to  land.  So 
Virgil: — 

Ph>vebiiDur  portu,  temsque  urbeeque  recedunt,  ^n.  iii.  72. 

W«  leave  the  port  j|  the  lands  and  towns  recede. 

Thus  also  Ovid : — 

Admotumque  fretum  remis,  teUusqae  repulsa  est.  Met.  vi.  512. 

The  oars  now  dash  the  sea,  the  shore's  repeird. 

Acts  xxvii.  ^.  Then^  fearing  lest  they  should  have  fallen 
upon  rocks.]  The  ancients  dreaded  shipwreck  as  the  worst  sort 
of  death,  as  being  thereby  liable  to  be  devoured  by  fish,  dashed 
against  rocks,  or  cast  upon  uninhabited  islands.     So  Horace : — 

Quern  mortis  timuit  gradum, 

Qui  siccis  oculis  monstra  natantia. 
Qui  vidit  mare  turgidum,  et 

Infames  scopulos  Aeroceraunia  t  B.  i.  od.  3, 1.  1 7. 

What  kind  of  death  could  affright  him,  who  could  behold  the  sea 
monsters  swimming,  the  sea  raging,  and  the  infamous  (by  reason 
of  shipwrecks)  rocks  of  Aeroceraunia,  with  dry  eyes  ? 

nautical  signs  among  the  ancients. 
Acts  xxviii.  11.     Castor  and  Pollux.]    It  was  the  custom  of  - 
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the  anoieiits  to  have  ioMiges  on  their  ships,  both  at  the  head  and 
stern ;  the  first  of  which  was  called  irapaarifiovf  the  sign,  -froin 
which  the  ship  was  named ;  and  the  other  was  that  of  the  tutelar 
deity,  to  whose  care  the  ship  was  committed.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  they  had  sometimes  deities  at  the  head,  and  then  it  is  most 
likely,  if  they  had  any  figure  at  the  stern,  it  was  the  same,  as  it 
is  hardly  probable  the  ^ip  should  be  called  by  the  name  of  one 
deity,  and  be  committed  to  the  care  of  another.  Doddridge, 
in  loc. 

NECROMANCERS  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

1  Sam.  XXV iii.  7,  ^  woman  thai  hath  a  familiar  spiriL"] 
These  pretenders  to  call  up  the  spirits  of  the  dead  were  not 
unfrequent  amongst  the  heathens.  We  have  an  instance  men- 
tioned by  Herodotus  (1.  v.  c.  29),  of  Melissa,  the  wife  of  Peri- 
ander,  who  was  thus  raised  up,  and  who  discovered  the  deposit^ 
that  Periander  was  solicitous  to  know  where  it  had  been  con* 
cealed. 

Medea  in  Ovid  boasts, — 

Qaorum  ope,  quum  volui,  jobeoque  tremiscere  monteg, 

£t  mugire  solum,  manesque  ezire  sepulchris.  Mefam.  1.  vii.  199,  iS05. 

See  also  Homer,'  Odyss.  xu  Virgil,  Mn.  vL  and  Tibullus, 
1.  i.  el.  2. 

Isaiah  xxix.  4.  ^nd  thy  speech  shall  whisper  out  of  the  dustJ] 
That  the  souls  of  the  dead  uttered  a  feeble  striduloui^  sound,  very 
different  from  the  natural  human  voice,  was  a  popular  notion 
among  the  heathens,  as  well  as  among  the  Jews.  This  appears 
from  several  passages  of  their  poets;  Homer,  Virgil,  Horace. 
The  pretenders  to  the  art  of  necromancy,  who  were  chiefly 
women,  had  an  art  of  speaking  with  a  feigned  voice;  so  as  to 
deceive  those  that  applied  to  them,  by  making  them  believe  that 
it  was  the  voice  of  tlie  ghost.  From  this  art  of  the  necromancers 
the  popular  notion  seems  to  have  arisen,  that  the  ghost's  voice 
was  a  weak,  inarticulate  sound,  very  different  from  the  speech  of 
the  living.     Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc, 

NETS  USED  FOR  CATCHING  WILD  BEASTS  IN  ASIA. 

Psalm  xxxv.  7.  They  have  hid  for  thee  their  net  in  a  /?t7.] 
This  is  said  in  allusion  to  the  custom  of  digging  pits,  and  putting 
nets  into  them,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  wild  beasts;  they 
were  covered  with  straw,  or  dust,  or  such  like  things,  that  they 
ipigbt  not  be  discerned. 

EzEK.  xxxii.  3.  I  will  therefore  spread  out  my  net  over  thee 
with  a  company  of  many  people,  and  they  shall  bring,  thee  up  in 
my  net  J]  Herodotus  (lib.  ii.  cap.  70)  relates,  thakin  his  time 
they  had,  in  Egypt,  many  and  various  ways  of  taking  ,the  croco* 
dile,  Brookes  (Nat.  Hist.  vol.  i.  p.  332)  says,  "  the  manner  of 
taking  the  crocodile  in  Siam,  is  by  throwing  three  or  four  nets 
across  a  river,  at  proper  distances  from  each  other;  that  so  if  he 
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break  through  the  first,   be  may  be  caught  by  one    of   the 
others/' 

NEW  MOON  IN  REPERENCE  TO  THE  ISRAELITES. 

1  Sam.  XX.  5.  New  moon.']  "  As  soon  as  the  new  moon  was 
eitlier  consecrated  or  appointed  to  be  observed,  notice  was  given 
by  the  Sanhedrim  to  the  rest  of  the  nation,  what  day  had  been 
fixed  for  the  new  moon,  or  first  day  of  the  month,  because  that 
was  to  be  the  rule  and  measure,  according  to  which  they  were 
obliged  to  keep  their  feasts  and  fasts  in  every  month  respectively. 
This  notice  was  given  to  them  in  time  of  peace,  by  firing  beacons 
set  up  for  that  purpose  (which  was  looked  upon  as  the  readiest 
way  of  communication),  but  in  time  of  war,  when  all  places  were 
full  of  enemies,  who  made  use  of  beacons  to  amuse  our  nation 
with,  it  was  thought  fit  to  discontinue  it,  and  to  delegate  some 
men  on  purpose,  to  go  and  signify  it  to  as  many  as  they  possibly 
could  reach,  before  the  time  commanded  for  the  observation  of 
the  feast  or  fast  was  expired."  Levi's  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of 
the  Jews,  p.  25. 

NIGHT  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  OFTEN  MISAPPROPRIATED. 

Sol.  Sono  iii.  1.  Night]  In  the  East  they  now  have  a  pub* 
lie  festival  called  Zeenah,  in  which  crowds,  of  both  sexes,  dress 
out  in  their  best  apparel,  and  laying  aside  all  modesty  and 
restraint^  go  in  and  out  where  they  please;  at  other  times  the 
women  are  very  closely  confined.  (Shaw's  Trav.  p.  207.)  Mr. 
Harmer  (Outlines  of  a  Commentary,  p.  270)  seems  to  suppose 
the  night  referred  to  in  these  words  was  one  of  those  festivals. 

NINEVEH  THREATENED  WITH  CAPTIVITY. 

Nahum  ii.  7.  And  Huzzab  shall  he  led  away  captive,  she 
shall  be  brought  up,  and  her  maids  shall  lead  her  as  with  the 
voice  of  doves.}  When  D'Arvieux  was  in  the  camp  of  the  great 
emir,  his  princess  was  visited  by  other  Arab  princesses.  The 
last  that  came,  whose  visit  alone  he  describes,  was  mounted,  he 
says,  on  a  camel,  covered  with  a  carpet,  and  decked  with  fiowers ; 
a  dozen  women  marched  in  a  row  before  her,  holding  the  cameFs 
halter  with  one  hand ;  they  sung  the  praises  of  their  mistress, 
and  songs  which  expressed  joy,  and  the  happiness  of  being  in  the 
service  of  such  a  beautiful  ana  amiable  lady.  Those  which  went 
first,  and  were  more  distinct  from  her  person,  came  in  their  turn 
to  the  head  of  the  camel,  and  took  hold  of  the  halter,  which 
placei^  as  being  the  post  of  honour,  they  quitted  to  others,  when 
the  princess  had  gone  a  few  paces.  The  emir*s  wife  sent  her 
women  to  meet  her,  to  whom  the  halter  was  entirely  quitted,  out 
orrespect,  her  own  women  putting  themselves  behind  the  camel. 
In  this  order  they  marched  to  the  tent,  where  they  alighted. 
They  then  all  sung  together  the  beauty,  birth,  and  good  qualities 
of  this  princess.  (Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  240.) 
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NOAH*S  DOVE. 

Gen.  viii.  11.  And  the  dove  icame  in  to  him  in  the  evening, 
and,  lo,  in  her  mouth  was  an  olive  leaf  plucked  off,"]  The  con* 
nexioh  between  Noah's  dove  and  an  olive  leaf  will  not  appear  at 
all  unnatural^  if  we  consider  what  Dr.  Chandler  has  related.  He 
says  (Trav.  in  Asia  Minor,  p.  84),  that  the  olive  groves  are  the 
principal  places  for  shooting  birds.  And  in  the  account  of  his 
travels  in  Greece  (p.  127),  he  observes,  that  when  the  olive 
blackens,  vast  flights  of  doves,  pigeons,  thrushes,  and  other  birds, 
repair  to  the  olive  groves  for  food.  See  also  Hasselquist,  p.  212. 
Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  191. 

NUMBERS  OF  SHE  ASSES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Job  i.  3.  Five  hundred  she^asses.^  ^'  It  is  remarkable,  that 
in  this  passage  female  asses  only  are  enumerated ;  the  reason  is, 
because  in  them  great  piart  of  thpir  wealth  consisted;  the  males 
being  few,  and  not  held  in  equal  estimation.  We  find  that  the 
former  were  chosen  for  riding  by  the  natives  of  these  parts :  and 
the  ass  of  Balaam  is  distinguished  as  a  female.  They  were  pro- 
bably led  to  this  choice  from  convenience ;  for,  where  the  country 
was  so  little  fertile,  Ao  other  animal  could  subsist  so  easily  as 
this:  and  there  was  another  superior  advantage  in  the  female; 
that  whoever  traversed  these  wilds  upon  a  she-ass,  if  he  could 
but  find  for  it  sufficient  browse  and  water,  was  sure  to  be  re- 
warded with  a  more  pleasing  and  nutritious  beverage.'*  Bry- 
ant's Observations,  p.  61. 

nuptial   BENEDICTIONS. 

Gen.  xxiv.  60.  And  they  blessed  Hebekah.']  Nuptial  bene- 
dictions were  used  both  by  the  Jews,  Greeks,  and  Romans.  That 
of  the  Jews  was  in  this  form :  '^  Blessed  be  thou,  O  Lord,  who 
hast  created  man  and  woman,  and  ordained  marriage,**  &c.  This 
was  repeated  every  day  during  the  wedding  week,  provided  there 
were  new  guests.  The  Grecian  form  of  benediction  was,  apaSif 
Tvxn ;  the  Latin  was.  Quod  faustum  felixque  sit.  The  Jews  con- 
stantly made  use  of  the  same  form:  but  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
frequently  varied  theirs:  a  benediction,  however,  in  some  form 
was  always  used.     See  Selden  de  Jure  N.  et  G.  1.  v.  cap.  5. 

nuptial  RITES  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Matt.  ix.  15.  Children  of  the  bride'chamberJ]  Great  mirth 
and  cheerfulness  accompanied  the  celebration  of  nuptials  amongst 
the  Jews.  The  children  of  the  bride-chamber  were  the  firiends 
and  acquaintances  of  the  parties,  and  assisted  in  those  rejoicings. 
But  to  set  some  bounds  to  their  exultations,  a  singular  ceremony 
was  introduced,  according  to  the  rabbins: — ^a  glass  vessel  was 
brought  in  amongst  the  company,  and  broke  to  pieces,  that  they 
might,  by  this  action,  restrain  their  joy,  and  not  run  to  excess. 
The  Gemara  produces  some  instances  of  this  sort.  *  Mar,  the  son 
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of  Rabbena,  made  wedding  feasts  for  his  son,  and  invited  the 
rabbins ;  and  when  he  saw  that  their  mirth  exceeded  its  bounds, 
he  brought  forth  a  glass  cup,  worth  four  hundred  zuzees,  and 
broke  it  before  them,  whereupon  they  became  sad.  The  reason 
which  they  assign  for  this  action  is,  because  it  is  forbidden  a  man 
to  fill  his  mouth  with  laughter  in  this  world.  Lightfoot^s 
Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  172. 

Matt.  xxii.  11.    A  wedding  garment.']     It  was  usual  for  per- 
sons to  appear  at  marriage-feasts  in  a  sumptuous  dress,  generally 
adorned  with  florid  embroidery,  as  some  writers  tell  us  (See  Rev. 
xix.  8,  and  Dr.  Hammond  in  hcJ);  biit  as   it  could  not  be 
expected,  that  travellers  thus  pressed  in  should   themselves   be 
provided  with  it,  we  must  therefore  conclude,  not  only  from  the 
magnificence  of  the  preparations,  to  which  we  must  suppose  the 
wardrobe  of  the  prince  'corresponded,  but  likewise  from  the  fol- 
lowing  circumstance  of  resentment  against  this  guest,  that  a  robe 
was   offered,   but   refused   by  him:   and  this  is  a  circumstance 
which  (as  Calvin  observes)  is  admirably  suited  to  the  method  of 
God*s  dealing  with  us,  who  indeed  requires  holiness  in  order  to 
our  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  gospel,  but  is  graciously  pleased 
to  work  it  in  us  by  his  Holy  -Spirit,  and  therefore  may  justly  resent 
and  punish  our  neglect  of  so  great  a  favour.    Doddridge,  in  loc. 
John  iii.  29.     The  friend  of  the  bridegroom^     Among  the 
Jews,  in  their  rites  of  espousals,  there  is  frequent  mention  of  a 
place  where,  under  a  covering,  it  was  usual  for  the  bridegroom  to 
discourse  familiarly  but  privately  with  his  spouse,  whereby  their 
affections  might  be  more  knit  to  one  another  in  order  to  marriage, 
which,  however,  were  not  supposed  to  be  so  till  the  bridegroom 
came  cheerfully  out  of  the  chuppah,  or  covered  place.     To  this 
David  refers  (Psalm  xix.  5)  when  he  speaks  of  the  sun,  which  is 
as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his  chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a 
strong  man  to  run  a  race.     It  is  afiirmed  that  this  custom  is  still 
observed  among  the  Jews  in  Germany,  either  before'  the  syna- 
gogues, in  a  square  place,  covered  over,  or,  where  there  is  no 
synagogue,  they  throw  a  garment  over  the  bridegroom  and  the 
bride  for  that  purpose.     Whilst  this  intercourse  is  carrying  on, 
the  friend  of  the  bridegroom  stands  at  the  door  to  hearken ;  and 
when  he  hears  the  bridegroom  speak  joyfully  (which  is  an  intima* 
tion  that  all  is  well),  he  rejoices  himself,  and  communicates  the 
intelligence  to  the  people  assembled,  for  their  satisfaction.    Ham- 
mond, in  loc. 

NURSES   IN   ANCIENT   TIMES. 

Gen.  xxiv.  59.  And  they  sent  away  Rebekah  their  sister^ 
and  her  nurse.]  Nurses  were  formerly  held  in  very  high  esteem, 
and  considered  as  being  entitled  to  constant  and  lasting  regard. 
^^  The  nurse,  in  an  eastern  family,  is  always  an  important  person* 
age.  Modern  travellers  inform  us,  that  in  Syria  she  is  considered 
as  a  sort  of  second  parent,  whether  she  has  been  foster-mother  or 
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Otherwise.  She  always  accompanies  the  bride  to  her  husband's 
housci  and  ever  remains  there,  an  honoured  character.  Thus  it 
was  in  ancient  Greece.'^     Siege  of  Acre,  b.  ii.  p.  35,  note. 

Thus  it  appears  to  h9ve  been  in  the  ages  of  the  Patriarchs. 

GiLLINOWATER  M.  S. 

OATH   OF   GOD. 

Deut.  xxxii.  40.  For  I  lift  up  my  hand  unto  heaven!]  This 
was  an  ancient  mode  of  swearing,  or  taking  an  oath,  Gen.  xiv. 
9St.  So  when  God  promised  to  bring  the  Israelites  into  Canaan, 
he  is  said  to  lift  up  his  handy  Exod.  vi.  8.  Nehem.  ix.  15,  from 
hence  some  think  the  word  promittere  is  derived,  signifying,  to 
engage  by  stretching  out  the  hand ;  and  that  from  hence  sprang 
the  custom  of  stretching  out  and  lifting  up  the  hand  wheQ  they 
took  an  oath.     Thus  also  Virgil, — 

Suspiciens  caelum,  tenditque  ad  sidera  dextram.  JEu.  xii.  196. 

Thus  Agamemnon  swears  in  Homer : — 

TO  CKfiTTTpov  aviffxtOe  iraoi  OtoiCiv*  II.  vii.  414. 

To  all  the  gods  his  sceptre  he  oplifU. 

OATHS  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS  WERE  SINGULARLY  MADE. 

Gen.  xxi,  23.  Swear  unto  me  hereby  God.]  This  kind  of  oath 
appears  not  only  to  have  been  generally  in  use  in  the  time  of 
Abraham,  but  also  to  have  descended  through  many  generations 
and  ages  in  the  East.  When  Mr.  Bruce  was  at  Snekh  Ammer, 
he  entreated  the  protection  of  the  governor  in  prosecuting  his 
journey.  Speaking  of  the  people  who  were  assembled  together  at 
this  time  in  the  house,  he  says  (Travels^  vol.  i.  p.  148),  "  the  great 
people  among  them  came,  and,  after  joining  hands,  repeated  a 
kind  of  prayer,  of  about  two  minutes  long,  by  which  they  declared 
themselves  and  their  children  accursed,  if  ever  they  lifted  up 
their  hands  against  me  in  the  tell,  or  field  in  the  desert;  or  in  case 
that  I,  or  mine,  should  fly  to  them  for  refuge,  if  they  did  not  pro- 
tect us  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  their  families,  and  their  fortunes^ 
or,  as  they  emphatically  expressed  it,  to  the  death  of  the  last 
male  child  among  them.*^     See  also  Gen.  xxvi.  28,  29. 

Gen.  xxiv.  S,  3.  And  Abraham  said  unto  his  eldest  servant  of 
his  house,  that  ruled  over  all  that  he  had,  put,  I  pray  thee,  thy 
hand  under  my  thigh,  and  I  will  make  thee  swear  by  the  Lord,] 
The  present  mode  of  swearing  among  the  Mohammedan  Arabs, 
that  live  in  tents  as  the  patriarchs  did,  according  to  de  la  Roque 
(Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  152),  is  by  laying  their  hands  on  the  Koran. 
They  cause  those  who  swear  to  wash  their  hands  before  they 
give  them  the  book ;  they  put  their  left  hand  underneath,  and  the 
right  over  it.  Whether,  among  the  patriarchs,  one  hand  was  under 
and  the  other  upon  the  thigh,  is  not  certain  ;  possibly  Abraham's 
servant  might  swear  with  one  hand  under  his  master's  thigh,  and 
the  other  stretched  out  to  Heaven.  As  the  posterity  of  the 
patriarchs  are  described  as  coming  out  of  the  thigh,  it  has  been 
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supposed,  this  ceremony  had  some  relation  to  their  believing  the 
promise  of  God,  to  bless  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  by  means 
of  one  that  was  to  descend  from  Abraham.  Harmer,  vol.  iv. 
p.  477. 

Gen.  xlii.  15.  Bt/  the  life  of  Pharaoh.^  Extraordinary  as 
the  kind  of  oath  which  Joseph  made  use  of  may  appear  to  us, 
it  still  continues  in  the  East.  Mr.  Hanway  says,  the  most  sacred 
oath  among  the  Persians  is  "  by  the  king's  head*'  (Trav.  vol.  i. 
p.  313) ;  and  among' other  instances  of  it  we  read  in  the  Travels 
of  the  Ambassadors,  p.  ^04,  "  there  were  but  sixty  horses  for 
ninety-four  persons.  The  mehemander  (or  conductor)  swore  *  by 
the  head  of  the  king'  (which  is  the  greatest  oath  amongst  the  Per- 
sians), that  he  could  not  possibly  find  any  more."  And  Thevenot 
says  (Trav.  p.  97,  part  2),  "  his  subjects  never  looked  upon  him 
but  with  fear  and  trembling ;  and  they  have  such  respect  for  him, 
and  pay  so  blind  an  obedience  to  all  his  orders,  that  how  unjust 
soever  his  commands  might  be,  they  perform  them,  though  against 
the  law  both  of  God  and  nature.  Nay,  if  they  swear  *  by  the 
king's  head,'  their  oath  is  more  authentic,  and  of  greater  credit, 
then  if  they  swore  by  all  that  is  most  sacred  Jn  heaven  and  upon 
earth." 

Gen.  xlii.  15.  By  the  Itfe  of  Pharaoh.]^  Most  authors  take 
this  for  an  oath,  the  original  of  which  is  well  explained  by  Mr. 
Selden  (in  his  Titles  of  Honour,  p.  45),  where  he  observes, 
that  the  names  of  Gods  being  given  to  kings  very  early,  from  the 
excellence  of  their  heroic  virtue,  which  made  them  anciently  great 
benefactors  to  mankind  ;  thence  arose  the  custom  of  swearing  by 
them:  which  Aben  Ezra  saith  continued  in  his  time  (about 
1170),  when  Egypt  was  governed  by  caliphs.  If  any  man  swore 
by  the  king's  head,  and  were  found  to  have  sworn  falsely,  he  was 
punished  capitally. 

ExoD.  xvii.  16.  Because  the  Lord  hath  swornJ]  Saurin 
(Dissertations,  vol.  i.  p.  433)  says,  that  the  Hebrew  of  this  text 
is  equivocal:  it  signifies  literally,  "because  the  hand  on  the 
throne  of  God,  war  of  God  against  Amalek  from  generation  to 
generation :"  and  from  Patrick  he  observes  that  it  is  pretended, 
that  to  put  the  hand  upon  the  throne  was  in  som6  countries  a 
ceremony  that  attended  a  solemn  oath,  as  laying  it  on  the  altar 
was  in  other  places.  This  was  as  much  as  our  laying  the  hand  on 
the  Bible,  a  principal  external  character  of  an  oath:  whence 
Juvenal  (Sat.  xiii.  89),  says,  atheists  do  "  intrepidos  altaria 
tangere,"  touch  the  altars  boldly  without  trembling ;  that  is,  make 
no  conscience  of  an  oath. 

1  Kings  viii.  31.  And  the  oath  come  before  thine  altar  in  this 
house.']  It  was  the  custom  of  all  nations  to  touch  the  altar 
when  they  made  a  solemn  oath,  calling  God  to  witness  the  truth 
of  what  they  said,  and  to  punish  them  if  they  did  not  speak  the 
truth.     Patrick,  in  loc. 
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Prov.  xi.  SI.  Though  hand  join  in  hand,'\  To  join  hands 
was  ancientlyi  and  still  continues  in  the  East^  a  solemn  method  of 
taking  an  oath^  and  making  an  engagement.  This  circumstance 
is  probably  alluded  to  in  these  words  of  Solomon ;  its  present  ex- 
istence is  clearly  ascertained  by  what  Mr.  Bruce  (Trav.  vol.  i. 
p.  199)  relates  :  '^  I  was  so  enraged  at  the  traitorous  part  which 
Hassan  had  acted^  that^  at  parting,  I  could  not  help  saying  to 
Ibrahim,  now,  shekh,  I  have  done  every  thing  you  have  desired 
without  ever  expecting  fee  or  reward ;  the  only  thing  I  now  ask 
you,  and  it  is  probably  the  last,  is,  that  you  avenge  me  upon  this 
Hassan,  who  is  every  day  in  your  power.  Upon  this  *  he  gave 
me  his  hand,*  saying,  '  he  shall  not  die  in  his  bed,  or  I  shall 
never  see  old  age.'"     (See  also  2  Kings  x.  15.) 

Matt.  v.  35.  Neither  by  Jerusalem.']  It  was  common  with 
the  Jews  both  to  swear  and  vow  by  Jerusalem.  **  As  the  altar, 
as  the  temple,  as  Jerusalem,"  are  expressions  frequently  to  be  met 
with  in  their  writings.  In  the  Gemara  it  is,  "  He  that  says  as 
Jerusalem  does  not  say  any  thing,  till  he  has  made  his  vow  con- 
cerning a  thing  which  is  offered  up  in  Jerusalem." 

Matt.  v.  36.  Neither  shalt  thou  swear  by  the  head,  because  thou 
canst  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black."]  It  was  ordinary  among 
the  ancients  to  swear  by  the  head,  thus  Virgil : 

Per  caput  hoc  juro,  per  quod  pater  ante  solebat.  ^n.  ix.  300. 

I  swear  by  this  head  of  mine,  by  which  my  father  before  me  was 
wont  to  swear.     So  also  Horace,  reproaching  Baring,  says, 

Sed  tu  simul  obligasti 
Perfidum  votis  caput. B.  ii.  od.  8. 1.  5. 

But  you,  as  soon  as  you  have  bound  your  perfidious  head  with 
vows. 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that  many  used  to  swear  by  the  ashes 
of  their  parents  :  we  have  the  form  of  this  oath  in  Propertius. 

Ossa  tibi  juro  per  matris,  et  ossa  parentis  ; 

Si  fallo,  cinis,  heu  {  sit  mihi  uterque  gravis.  B.  ii.  el.  30. 

See  also  Horace,  b.  ii.  od.  8. 1.  9. 

Martial  refers  to  this  custom  of  swearing  by  the  head  : 

Per  tua  jurares  sacra  caputqae  tuum.  Lib.  iz.  epig.  49. 

Homer  likewise  mentions  the  adjuring  of  another  by  his  head. 


-Twip 


Ivg  T  aurou  M^aXqp.  Odyss.  lib.  XT.  361. 

O  thou,  that  dost  thy  happ^  course  prepare 
With  pure  libations  and  with  solemn  pray*r ; 
By  that  dread  pow'r  to  whom  thy  vows  are  paid. 
By  all  the  lives  of  these  ;  thy  own  dear  head ; 
Declare  sincerely  to  no  foe's  demand 
Thy  name,  thy  lineage,  and  paternal  land. 

This  also  was  a  common  form  of  swearing  among  the  Jews.    ^'  If 
any  one  be  bound  to  his  friend  by  an  oath,  and  say  to  him, 

u  2 
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VOW  unto  me  by  the  life  of  thy  head,  R*  Meir  says  he  may  retract 
it,  but  the  wise  men  say  he  cannot."  See  also  Juvenal, 
Sat.  vi.  17. 

Acts  xxiii.  12.  Saying  they  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  till 
they  had  killed  Paul.']  it  was  a  common  form  of  a  vow  or  oath 
with  the  Jews,  that  **  I  will  not  eat."  Sometimes  they  only  vowed 
abstinence  from  particular  things  ;  and  then,  others  were  lawful. 
Gill,  in  loc. 

Heb.  vi.  16.  An  oath  for  confirmation  is  to  them  an  end  of 
all  strife,]  The  manner  in  which  an  oath  was  taken  amongst  the 
Jews,  and  to  which  the  apostle,  writing  to  such,  must  be  supposed 
to  refer,  was  this  :  "  He  that  swore  took  the  book  of  the  law  in 
his  hand,  and  stood  and  swore  by  the  name  of  God,  or  by  his 
surnames :  the  judges  did  not  suffer  any  to  swear  but  in  the  holy 
tongue  :  and  thus  he  said.  Behold,  I  swear  by  the  God  of  Israel, 
by  him  whose  name  is  merciful  and  gracious,  that  I  do  not  owe 
this  man  any  thing."  Herodotus  says  that  the  Arabians,  when 
they  swore  at  making  covenants,  anointed  the  stones  with  blood. 
Gill,  in  loc. 

{obedience  to  parental  authority. 

Judges  viii.  20.  And  he  said  unto  Jether  hisfirst-born,  up  and 
slay  them.]  In  these  ages  it  would  be  thought  barbarous  for  a 
king  to  command  his  son  to  perform  an  execution,  like  that  men- 
tioned in  this  passage :  but  anciently  it  was  thought  no  dishonour. 
Homer  (Odyss.  b.  xxii.)  represents  Ulysses  as  enjoining  such  a 
task  upon  his  son,  which  was  instantly  performed.  See  also 
Virgil,  JEn.  xi.  15. 

observation  op  days,  &c.,  indicated  a  falling  off. 

Gal.  IV.  10.  Te  observe  days.]  This  practice  was  become 
very  general  in  the  days  of  the  apostle,  and  greatly  contributed  to 
cherish  superstition.  The  Greeks  in  particular  were  addicted  to 
it;  with  tnem,  certain  times  were  ominous,  some  days  being 
accounted  fortunate  and  successful,  others  unfortunate  and  dis- 
astrous.    Thus  Hesiod,  in  his  days,  observes, 

AXXoTf  fAnrfun  9nXfi  nfM^a^  aWon  /jvmff  ».  r.  X. 

Some  dajs,  like  step-dames^  adverse  prove. 
Thwart  our  intention,  cross  wbate'er  we  love  : 
Others  more  fortunate  and  lucky  shine, 
And,  as  a  tender  mother,  bless  what  we  design. 

The  observation  of  days  was  also  very  common  at  Rome.  Augus- 
tus CaBsar  never  went  abroad  upon  the  day  following  the  Nundinae, 
nor  began  any  serious  undertaking  on  the  Nonse,  and  this  he  did 
upon  no  other  account,  as  he  affirmed  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
Tiberius,  than  to  avoid  the  unlucky  omen  that  attended  things 
begun  on  those  days.  It  was  a  general  opinion  among  the 
Romans,  that  the  next  days  after  the  Nonse,  Idus,  or  Kalendae,  - 
were  unfortunate  ;  the  like  observation  of  days  was  practised  by 
many   Christians   when   they  had  lately  been  converted  from 
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heathenism^  and  for  this  St.  Paul  reproves  them.     Potter's 
ArchsBologia  GrsBca,  vol.  i.  p.  345. 

offering  imperfect  animals  in  sacrifice  criminal. 

Malachi  i.  8.  Offer  it  now  to  thy  governor.']  This  is  designed 
as  a  reproof  to  Israel  for  ofiering  such  sacrifices  for  the  service  of 
God's  altar  as  were  imperfect ;  and  such  as,  if  offered  to  a  superior, 
would  not  be  accepted.  Presents  in  general  are  acceptable  ;  but 
circumstances  in  the  East  make  a  considerable  difference  on  this 
head,  as  to  the  ideas  which  would  be  attached  by  those  people  to 
gifts,  and  those  which  are  commonly  entertained  in  this  part  of 
the  world.  Presents  were  indispensably  necessary  to  obtain  the 
favour  of  the  great.  Frequently  indeed  the  royal  revenue  was 
paid  in  the  necessary  articles  of  subsistence ;  so  also  was  that  of 
individuals  ;  of  course  such  persons  would  be  particularly  careful 
to  have  what  was  good  and  perfect,  and  would  disdain  to  receive 
what  was  otherwise. 

Agreeably  to  this  statement,  Mr.  Bruce  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  353) 
tells  us,  that  "  the  present  governor  of  Dahalac's  name  is  Hagi 
Mahomet  Abd  el  Cader.  The  revenue  of  this  governor  consists 
in  a  goat  brought  to  him^  monthly  by  each  of  the  twelve  villages. 
Each  vessel  that  puts  in  there  pays  him  also  a  pound  of  coffee,  and 
every  one  from  Arabia  a  dollar,  or  pataka.'*  Chardin  observes 
that  ^^  it  is  the  custom  of  the  East  for  poor  people,  and  especially 
those  in  the  country,  to  make  presents  to  the  lords  of  lambs  and 
sheep,  as  an  offering  or  tribute."  Presents  to  men,  like  offerings 
to  God,  expiate  offences.     See  more  in  Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  25. 

offering  oblations  at  the  altar. 

Matt.  v.  S4.  Leave  thy  gift  before  the  altar.]  This  delay  was 
unusual  in  gifts  offered  at  the  altar  in  such  a  cause.  The  oblation 
of  a  sacrifice  presented  even  at  the  altar  has  indeed  beei^  delayed, 
and  the  sacrifice  rejectecl,  for  at  that  time  it  might  be  discovered 
that  the  beast  had  a  blemish,  or  was  on  some  account  an  improper 
sacrifice ;  or  the  person  himself,  who  came  to  make  the  offering, 
might  through  uncleanness  or  some  other  cause  be  disqualified 
for  the  present.  But  among  all  these  things,  we  do  not  meet  with 
this  concerning  which  Christ  speaks  in  this  passage,  so  that  he 
seems  to  enjoin  a  new  matter ;  and  as  the  ofiehded  brother  might 
perhaps  be  absent  in  the  furthest  parts  of  the  land  of  Israel,  and 
could  not  be  spoken  to  for  some  time,  it  may  appear  an  impossible 
thing  which  is  commanded.  What  is  to  become  of  the  beast,  in 
the  mean  time,  which  is  left  at  the  altar  ?  To  obviate  this  difficulty, 
it  is  answered,  that  it  was  a  custom  and  a  law  among  the  Jews, 
that  the  sacrifices  of  particular  men  should  not  immediately,  as 
soon  as  they  were  due,  be  brought  to  the  altar,  but  that  they 
should  be  reserved  to  the  feast  next  following,  whatsoever  that 
were,  whether  the  passover,  or  pentecost,  or  tabernacles,  and  be 
then  offered.    At  those  times  all  the  Israelites  were  present,  and 
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any  brother^  against  whom  one  had  sinned^  was  not  far  off  from 
the  altar.  To  this  time  and  custom  of  the  nation  it  is  probable 
that  Christ  might  allude.     Lightfoot's  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  143. 

OFFERING  the  SACRIFICE  OF  PRAISE. 

Heb.  xiii.  15.  By  him  let  us  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise  to 
God.']  Among  the  Jews  there  was  a  sort  of  sacrifices  called 
peace-offerings.  These  were  not  intended  to  make  peace  with 
God,  but  rather  to  preserve  it.  Burnt-offerings,  sin-offerings,  and 
trespass-offerings  were  all  presented  under  the  notion  of  some 
offence  committed  and  some  guilt  contracted,  which  they  were  the 
means  of  removing.  But  in  the  peace-offerings,  the  offerer  was 
supposed  to  be  at  peace  with  God ;  and  the  offering  was  made 
rather  in  a  way  of  thankful  acknowledgment  for  ceremonies 
received,  or  as  accompanying  vows  for  obtaining  further  blessings, 
or  in  a  way  of  free  devotion,  as  a  means  of  continuing  and  pre- 
serving peace  with  God.  Thus  the  peace-oflerings  were  dis- 
tinguished into  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving,  votive  offerings,  and 
voluntary  or  free-will  offerings,  Levit.  vii.  11,  12.  The  sacrifice 
of  thanksgiving  is  evidently  referred  to  by  the  apostle  in  these 
words.     Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  335. 

OFFERINGS  OF  SALT. 

Lev.  ii.  13.  With  all  thine  offerings  thou  shalt  offer  salt,^ 
Salt  amongst  the  ancients  was  the  emblem  of  friendship  and 
fidelity,  and  therefore  was  used  in  all  sacrifices  and  covenants. 
Bruce  mentions  a  kind  of  salt  so  hard,  that  it  is  used  as  money, 
and  passes  from  hand  to  hand  no  more  injured  than  a  stone  would 
be.  A  covenant  of  salt  seems  to  refer  to  the  making  of  an  agree- 
ment wherein  salt  was  used  as  a  token  of  confirmation.  Baron 
Du  Tott,  speaking  of  one  who  was  desirous  of  his  acquaintance, 
says,  upon  his  departure,  "  he  promised  in  a  short  time  to  return. 
I  had  already  attended  him  half  way  down  the  staircase,  when 
stopping,  and  turning  briskly  to  one  of  my  domestics,  bring  me 
directly i  said  he,  some  bread  and  salt.  What  he  requested  was 
brought;  when,  taking  a  little  salt  between  his  fingers,  and  putting 
it  with  a  mysterious  air  on  a  bit  of  bread,  he  eat  it  with  a  devout 
gravity,  assuring  me,  that  I  might  now  rely  on  him."  (part  i* 
p.  214.)  Among  other  exploits  which  are  recorded  of  Jacoub  ben 
Laith,  he  is  said  to  have  broken  into  a  palace,  and  having  collected  a 
very  large  booty,  which  he  was  on  the  point  of  carrying  away, 
he  found  his  foot  kicked  something  which  made  him  stumble ; 
putting  it  to  his  mouthy  the  better  to  distinguish  it,  his  tongue 
soon  informed  him  it  was  a  lump  of  salt ;  upon  this,  according  to 
the  morality,  or  rather  superstition  of  thfe  country,  where  the  peo- 
ple considered  salt  as  a  symbol  and  pledge  of  hospitality,  he  was 
so  touched  that  he  left  all  his  booty,  retiring  without  taking  away 
any  thing  with  him.  (D'Herbelot,  Bibl.  Orient,  p^  466.)  This 
use  of  salt  is  also  evident  from  Homer : 


And  again : 
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Then  near  the  altar  of  the  darting  king, 

Disposed  in  rank,  their  hecatomb  they  bring  ', 

With  water  purify  their  bands,  and  take 

The  sacred  offering  of  the  talted  cake.  II.  i.  1.  584. 

Above  the  coals  the  smoking  fragments  turns. 

And  sprinkles  sacred  salt  from  lined  urns.        II.  ix.  1.  381. 

OFFICE  OF  DEACON  IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

1  Tim.  iii.  13.  They  that  have  used  the  office  of  a  deacon  well 
purchase  to  themselves  a  good  degree,"]  Some  commentators  have 
thought  that  in  these  words  the  apostle  alludes  to  various  degrees 
which  subsisted  among  the  Levites.  They  pass  through  no  less 
than  four  different  degrees.  From  one  month  old  to  their  twen- 
tieth year  they  were  instructed  in  the  law  of  God ;  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five,  in  the  functions  of  their  ministry ;  from  thence  to 
thirty  they  served  a  sort  of  apprenticeship^  beginning  to  exercise 
themselves  in  some  of  the  lower  branches  of  the  sacred  service ; 
and  lastly,  when  they  had  attained  their  thirtieth  year,  they  were 
fully  instituted  in  their  office.  Some  have  observed  much  the 
same  degrees  among  the  vestal  virgins :  thirty  years  they  were 
bound  to  the  strictest  chastity ;  the  first  ten  of  which  were  spent 
in  learning  the  mysteries  of  their  profession  :  the  second  ten  they 
ministered  in  holy  things:  and  the  last  ten  were  employed  in 
bringing  up  young  novices.  Dionys.  Halicarn.lib.  2.  Jennings's 
Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  274. 

OFFICE  OF  A  PRIEST  WHEN  A  BATTLE  COMMENCED. 

Deut.  XX.  2.  And  it  shall  be,  when  ye  are  come  nigh  unto  the 
battle,  that  the  priest  shall  approach  and  speak  unto  the  peopleJ] 
Maimonides  and  the  Talmudical  writers  spealc  much  of  a  '^  sacerdos 
ad  bellum  unctus  :"  a  priest  anointed  for  war,  who  they  say  was 
anointed  with  the  same  oil  that  the  high-priest  was,  being  little 
inferior  to  him  in  dignity,  though  in  the  sanctuary  he  ministered 
only  as  a  common  priest,  and  wore  no  other  garments  than  they 
did.  His  proper  office  was  to  attend  the  camp  in  time  of  war, 
and  encourage  the  people  to  the  battle.  When  he  had  pronounced 
the  words  contained  in  Deut.  xx.  3,  4,  standing  on  a  high  place 
before  the  whole  army,  another  priest  proclaimed  it  to  all  the 
people  with  a  loud  voice.  Dr.  Jennings  (Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i. 
p.  207)  does  not,  however,  seem  satisfied  with  this  account,  and 
infers  from  the  silence  of  scripture  on  the  point,  that  there  really 
was  no  such  officer. 

OFFICE  OF  A  PUBLIC  CRIER  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Prov.  xxiv.  11.  If  thou  forbear  to  deliver  them  that  are  drawn 
unto  death,  and  those  that  are  ready  to  be  slain.]  It  was  allowed 
among  the  Jews,  that  if  any  person  could  offer  any  thing  in  favour 
of  a  prisoner  after  sentence  was  passed,  he  might  be  heard  before 
execution  was  done :  and  therefore  it  was  usual,  as  the  Mishna 
shows,  that  when  a  man  was  led  to  execution^  a  crier  went  before 
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him  and  proclaimedi  ''  This  man  is  now  going  to  be  executed 
for  such  a  crime,  and  such  and  such  are  witnesses  against  him ; 
whoever  knows  him  to  be  innocent,  let  him  come  forth,  and  make 
it  appear."     Doddridge's  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  236,  note. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  KINg's  TABLE. 

1  Kings  iv.  7.  And  Solomon  had  twelve  officers  over  all  Israel, 
who  provided  victuals  for  the  king  and  his  household."]  These  are 
doubtless  to  be  considered  as  his  general  receivers ;  for  **  the 
revenues  of  princes  in  the  East  are  paid  in  the  fruits  and  produc- 
tions of  the  earth ;  there  are  no  other  taxes  upon  the  peasants.'' 
Chardin,  MS.     Harmer^  vol.  ii.  p.  ^84. 

OIL  AND  WINE  MIXED. 

Luke  x.  34.  Pouring  in  oil  and  wineJ]  It  was  usual  with  the 
Jews  to  mix  oil  and  wine  together,  to  heal  wounds,  and  they  have 
a  variety  of  rules  both  for  the  time  and  manner  of  mingling  it,  as 
well  as  for  the  'seasons  and  mode  of  applying  it.  See  more  in 
Gill,  in  loo. 

OIL  KEPT  IN  CELLARS  IN  THE  EAST. 

*'  1  Chron.  xxvii.  28.  Cellars  ofoiL]  ^  Dr.  Chandler  (Trav.  in 
Greece,  p.  126)  says,  "  the  modem  Greeks  keep  their  oil  in  large 
earthen  jars,  sunk  in  the  ground,  in  the  areas  before  their  houses." 
The  custom  might  obtain  among  the  Jews ;  it  is  certain  th^y  some- 
times buried  their  oil  in  the  earth,  to  secrete  it  in  times  of  danger, 
in  which  case  they  fixed  upon  the  most  likely  place  for  conceal- 
ment— the jfields.  (Jer.  xti.  8.)  Joash  may  therefore  be  properly 
considered  as  set  over  the  treasures  of  oil,  whatever  was  the  place 
in  which  it  was  stored*     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  108. 

Hose  A  xii.  1.  And  oil  is  carried  into  Egypt. 1  Oil  is  now 
presented  in  the  East  to  be  burnt  in  honour  of  the  dead,  whom 
they  reverence  with  a  religious  kind  of  homage.  It  is  most  natural 
to  suppose  that  the  prophet  Hosea  refers  to  a  similar  practice  in 
the  times  of  antiquity,  when  he  upbraids  the  Israelites  with  carry- 
ing oil  into  Egypt.  The  Algerines,  according  to  Pitts  (Account, 
p.  17),  when  fliey  are  in  the  Streights  Mouth,  make  a  gathering 
of  small  wax  candles,  which  they  usually  carry  with  them,  and 
bind  them  in  a  bundle ;  and  then,  together  with  a  pot  of  oil,  throw 
them  overboard,  as  a  present  to  the  marabbot  or  saint,  who  lies 
entombed  there  on  the  Barbary  shore  near  the  sea.  Harmer, 
vol.  iv.  p.  305. 

OIL  OUT  OF  the  flinty  ROCK. 

Deut.  xxxii.  IS.  And  oil  out  of  the  flinty  rock.l  This  must 
mean  the  procuring  of  it  fi:om  the  olive-trees  growing  there. 
Maundrell  (Journey,  at  March  25),  speaking  of  the  ancient  fer- 
tility and  cultivation  of  Judea,  says,  'Uhe  most  rocky  parts  of  all, 
which  could  not  well  be  adjusted  for  the  production  of  corn,  might 
yet  serve  for  the  pkntation  of  vines  and  olive-trees,  which  delight 
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to  extract,  the  one  its  fatness,  the  other  its  sprightly  juice,  chiefly  out 
of  such  dry  and  flinty  places."     Comp.  Virgil  Georg.  ii.  1. 179. 

OIL  POURED  ON  STONES  TO  SMOOTHE  THEM. 

Isaiah  Iviii.  6.  The  smooth  stones.'l  This  refers  to  stones 
made  smooth  by  oil  poured  on  them,  as  was  frequently  done  by 
the  heathen.  Theophrastus  has  marked  this  as  one  strong  feature 
in  the  character  of  the  superstitious  man  :  **  Passing  by  the  anoint- 
ed stones  in  the  streets,  he  takes  out  his  phial  of  oil,  and  pours  it 
on  them  ;  and  having  fallen  on  his  knees,  and  made  his  adorations, 
he  departs."     Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc. 

ointment  and  perfume  common  in  the  east. 

Prov.  xxvii.  9.  Ointment  and  perfume.']  At  the  close  of  a 
visit  in  the  East,  it  is  common  to  sprinkle  rose  or  some  other 
sweet-scented  water  on  the  guests,  and  to  perfume  them  with  aloes 
wood,  which  is  brought  last,  and  serves  for  a  sign  that  it  is  time 
for  a  stranger  to  take  leave.  It  is  thus  described  by  M.  Savary :  > 
*'  Towards  the  conclusion  of  a  visit  amongst  persons  of  distinction 
in  Egypt,  a  slave,  holding  in  his  hand  a  silver  plate,  on  which  are 
burning  precious  essences,  approaches  the  faces  of  the  visitors, 
each  of  whom  in  his  turn  perfumes  his  beard.  They  ^hen  pour 
rose  water  on  the  head  and  hands.  This  is  tlie  last  ceremony, 
after  which  it  is  usual  to  withdraw."  As  to  the  method  of  using 
the  aloes  wood,  Maundrell  says  (p.  30),  they  have  for  this  purpose 
a  small  silver  chaflng-dish,  covered  with  a  lid  full  of  holes,  and 
fixed  upon  a  handsome  plate.  In  this  they  put  some  fresh  coals, 
and  upon  them  a  piece  of  lignum  aloes,  and  then  shutting  it  up, 
the  smoke  immediately  ascends  with  a  grateful  odour  through  the 
cover.  Probably  to  such  a  custom,  so  calculated  to  refresh  and 
exhilarate,  the  words  of  Solomon  have  an  allusion. 

olive-tree  a  symbol  op  the  divine  benignity. 

Isaiah  xvii.  6.  An  olive-tree.']  The  olive-tree,  from  the  effect 
of  its  oil  in  relaxing  and  preventing,  or  mitigating  pain,  seems  to 
have  been  from  the  beginning  an  emblem  of  the  benignity  of  the 
'  divine  nature ;  and  particularly  after  the  fall  to  have  represented 
the  goodness  and  placability  of  God  through  Christ,  and  the  blessed 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  mollifying  and  healing  our  dis- 
ordered nature,  and  in  destroying  or  expelling  from  it  the  poison  of 
the  old  serpent,  even  as  olive  oil  does  that  of  the  natural  serpent 
or  viper.  Hence  we  see  a  peculiar  propriety  in  the  olive  leaf  or 
branch  being  chosen  by  divine  providence  as  a  sign  to  Noah  of 
the  abatement  of  the  deluge.  Gen.  viii.  11 ;  we  may  also  account 
for  olive  branches  being  ordered  as  one  of  the  materials  of  the 
booths  at  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  Neh.  viii.  15,  and  whence  they 
became  the  emblems  of  peace  to  various  and  distant  nations.  See 
ViRG.  JEn.  vii.  1.  154  viii.  1.  116.  xi.  1.  101.  Livy,  lib.  xxxix. 
cap.  16.  et  lib.  xlv.  cap.  25» 

Our  late  eminent  navigators  found  that  green  branches  carried 


298  ORIENTAL  CUSTOMS. 

in  the  hands^  or  stuck  in  the  ground,  were  the  emblems  of  peace 
universally  employed  and  understood  by  all  the  islanders,  even  in 
the  South  Seas.  See  Capt.  Cook's  Voyages,  pass.  Parkhurst's 
Heb.  Lex.  p.  193. 

OMENS  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

Obadiah  15.  Thy  reward  shall  return  upon  thine  own  headJ] 
Some  of  the  ancients  were  much  given  to  observe  omens,  and  were 
greatly  influenced  by  them.  They  endeavoured,  if  possible,  to 
avoid  what  they  conceived  to  be  thus  portended.  "  The  way  to 
avert  an  omen  was,  either  to  throw  a  stone  at  the  thing,  or  to 
kill  it  out-right,  if  it  was  an  ominous  animal,  and  so  the  evil  por- 
tended by  it  might  fall  upon  its  own  head.  If  it  was  an  unlucky 
speech,  to  retort  it  upon  the  speaker  with  an  eig  Kc^aXtiv  aol, 
iibi  in  caput  rede  at ;  i.e.  let  it  fall  upon  thine  own  head  :  which 
perhaps  is  an  expression  borrowed  from  the  lepotTKoiroiy  who, 
when  they  espied  any  thing  in  the  victim  that  seemied  to  portend 
Tiny  misfortune  to  themselves  or  their  country,  used  to  pray  that  it 
might  eig  Ke<t>a\riv  ravrtiv  TrpeireOai,  be  turned  upon  the  victim's 
head.  The  like  expressions  are  sometimes  made  use  of  in  holy 
scripture,  as  in  Obad.  15,  and  several  other  places.  Herodotus 
reports,  that  it  was  an  Egyptian  custom,  from  which  it  is  proba- 
ble the  Grecians  derived  theirs.  They  curse,  says  he,  the  head  of 
the  victim  in  this  manner,  that  if  any  misfortune  impended  over 
themselves,  or  the  country  of  Egypt,  it  might  be  turned  upon  that 
head."  (Potter's  Archaeologia  Graeca,  vol.  i.  p.  346.  edit.  1795.) 

opening  a  bottle  of  milk  treacherously. 

Judges  iv.  19.  And  she  opened  a  bottle  of  milk  and  gave  him 
drink.l  Jael  certainly  showed  her  regard  to  Israel  by  destroy- 
ing Sisera,  but  it  is  as  certain  that  she  did  not  do  it  in  the  most  hon* 
ourable  manner — there  was  treachery  in  it :  perhaps  in  the  esti- 
mation of  those  people,  the  greatest  treachery.  Among  the  later 
Arabs,  giving  a  person  drink  has  been  thought  to  be  the  strongest 
assurance  of  their  receiving  him  under  their  protection.  When 
Guy  de  Lusignan,  king  of  Jerusalem,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
conducted  before  Saladin,  he  demanded  drink,  and  they  gave  him 
firesh  water,  which  he  drank  in  Saladin's  presence :  but  when  one 
of  his  lords  would  have  done  the  same,  Saladin  would  not  suffer 
it,  because  he  did  not  intend  to  spare  his  life  :  on  the  contrary, 
advancing  to  him,  after  some  expostulations,  he  cut  off"  his  head. 
D'Herbelot,  p.  371.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  469. 

oppressive  measures  AMONG  THE  HEBREWS. 

Neh.  v.  15.  Even  their  servants  bare  rule  over  the  people."] 
By  these  words  it  is  evident  that  some  oppressive  practices  are  re- 
ferred to.  They  probably  relate  to  the  forcible  taking  away  of 
frovisions  from  the  people  by  the  servants  of  former  governors, 
n  these  countries  this  was  no  uncommon  thing:  many  instances 
of  it  might  be  easily  produced:  the  one  which  follows  may  how- 
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ever  suiSce.  After  the  jealousy  of  the  poor  oppressed  Greeks 
lest  they  should  be  pillaged,  or  more  heavily  loaded  with  demands 
by  the  Turks,  had  prevented  their  voluntarily  supplying  the  Baron 
Du  Tott  for  his  money,  Ali  Aga  undertook  the  business,  and 
upon  the  Moldavian's  pretending  not  to  understand  the  Turkish 
language,  he  knocked  him  down  with  his  fist,  and  kept  kicking 
him  while  he  was  rising ;  which  brought  him  to  complain  in  good 
Turkish  of  his  beating  him  so,  when  he  knew  very  well  they  were 
poor  people,  who  were  often  in  want  of  necessaries,  and  whose 
princes  scarcely  left  them  the  air  they  breathed.  **  Pshaw  !  thou 
art  joking,  friend,"  was  the  reply  of  Ali  Aga,  "  thou  art  in  want 
of  nothing,  except  of  being  basted  a  little  oftener.  But  all  in  good 
time.  Proceed  we  to  business.  I  must  instantly  have  two  sheep, 
a  dozen  of  fowls,  a  dozen  of  pigeons,  fifty  pounds  of  bread,  four 
oques  (a  Turkish  weight  of  about  forty-two  ounces)  of  butter, 
with  salt,  pepper,  nutmeg,  cinnamon,  lemons,  wine,  salad,  and 
good  oil  of  olives,  all  in  great  plenty."  With  tears  the  Moldavian 
replied,  I  have  already  told  you  that  we  are  poor  creatures,,  without 
so  much  as  bread  to  eat ;  where  must  we  get  cinnamon  ?  The 
whip  was  taken  from  under  his  habit,  and  the  Moldavian  beaten 
till  he  could  bear  it  no  longer,  but  was  forced  to  fly,  finding  Ali 
Aga  inexorable,  and  that  those  provisions  must  be  produced.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  was  not  expired,  within  which  time  Ali  Aga 
required  these  things,  before  they  were  brought.  ^Memoirs,  vol.  i. 
part  ii.  p.  10.) 

ORDER  OF  PRIESTS  AT  THE  TEMPLE. 

Luke  i.  9.  According  to  the  custom  of  the  priest* 8  office,"} 
'*  As  the  great  number  of  the  sacerdotal  order  occasioned  their 
being  first  divided  into  twenty-four  companies,  so  in  after  times 
the  number  of  each  company  grew  too  large  for  them  all  to  minis- 
ter together.  For  there  were  no  less,  according  to  Josephus,  than 
five  thousand  priests  in  one  course  in  his  time.  The  ministry  of 
each  course  was  divided  according  to  the  number  of  the  houses 
of  their  fathers  that  were  contained  in  it.  If  a  course  consisted 
of  five  houses,  three  served  three  days,  and  the  other  two,  two 
days  a  piece.  If  it  contained  six,  five  served  five  days,  and  the 
other  two  days :  if  it  contained  seven,  the  priest  of  each  house 
served  a  day.  The  particular  branches  of  the  service  were  assign- 
ed by  lot  to  each  priest,  whose  turn  it  was  to  attend  on  the  minis- 
try."   Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  269. 

ORIENTAL  benedictions. 

Luke  xxiv.  50.  And  he  lifted  up  his  hands,  and  blessed  them.'] 
The  form  of  blessing  the  people  used  by  Aaron  and  his  sons  is 
recorded  Numb.  vi.  23 — 27.  Though  our  Lord  might  not  use 
the  same  form  in  blessing  his  disciples,  yet  in  doing  it  he  lifted  up 
his  hands,  as  they  did.  Maimonides  says  that "  the  priests  go  up 
into  the  desk  after  they  have  finished  the  morning  daily  service. 
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and  lift  up  their  hands  above,  over  their  heads;  except  the 
high-priest,  who  does  not  lift  up  his  hands  above  the  plate  of 
gold  on  his  forehead ;  and  one  pronounces  the  blessings,  word 
for  word."     Gill,  in  loc. 

ORIENTAL  BOW  DESCRIBED. 

Hab.  iii.  9.  Thy  bow  was  made  quite  naked.^  The  oriental 
bows,  according  to  Chardin,  were  usually  carried  in  a  case  hung 
to  their  girdles  ;  it  was  sometimes  of  cloth,  but  more  commonly 
of  leather.  The  expression  in  these  words  of  the  prophet  must 
consequently  be  understood  of  the  bow  when  out  of  the  case. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  513. 

ORIENTAL  EMBLEM  OF  FELICITY. 

Job  xxix.  3.  When  his  candle  shone  upon  my  head."]  The 
houses  of  Egypt,  according  to  Maillet,  are  never  without  lights  in 
the  night-time.  If  such  were  the  ancient  custom  not  only  of  Egypt, 
but  of  the  neighbouring  countries  of  Judea  and  Arabia,  it  will 
strongly  illustrate  this  passage.  Mr.  Scott,  however,  thinks  that 
there  is  probably  an  allusion  to  the  lamps  which  hung  from  the 
ceiling  in  the  banquetting-rooms  of  the  wealthy  Arabs ;  not  unlike 
what  Virgil  mentions  in  me  palace  of  Dido, 


-dependent  Ijchni  laquearibas  aareis 


Incensi.  ^n.  i.  730. 

From  gilded  roofs  depending  lamps  display 

Nocturnal  beams  that  imitate  the  day.  Dry  den. 

Psalm  cxvi.  l3.  The  cup  of  sahationJ]  It  has  been  observed 
that  the  expression,  ^'  the  cup  of  salvation,"  was  at  least  imitated 
by  the  Greeks  in  their  phrase,  the  bowl  of' liberty.  It  occurs  in 
Tryphiodorus  (Destruction  of  Troy),  but  is  supposed  to  be  bor- 
rowed from  Homer,  II.  vi.  526. 

These  ills  shall  cease,  whene'er  by  Joye's  decree 

We  crown  the  bowl  to  heaven  and  liberty.  Pope. 

The  free  bowl,  or  bowl  of  liberty,  was  that  in  which  they  made 
libations  to  Jupiter,  after  the  recovery  of  their  liberty.  Athenaeus 
mentions  those  cups  which  the  Greeks  called  ypajLifiarcKacicTroifiara, 
and  were  consecrated  to  the  gods  in  consequence  of  some  success. 
He  gives  us  the  inscription  of  one  of  this  sort,  which  was  AI02 
SQTHPOS. 

Psalm  cxxxiii.  2.  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the 
heady  that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard,  that 
went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments."]  The  manner  of  per- 
forming the  ceremony  of  anointing  the  high  priest  has  been  par- 
ticularly transmitted  to  us  by  the  rabbinical  writers.  They  inform 
us  that  the  oil  was  poured  on  the  top  of  the  priest's  head,  which 
was  bare,  so  plentifully,  as  to  run  down  his  face  upon  his  beard, 
to  the  collar  (not  the  lower  skirts)  of  his  robe.  It  has  been  said, 
that  at  the  consecration  of  the  high  priest  the  unction  was  repeated 
seven  days  together,  an  opinion  founded  upon  Exod.  xxix.  ^9, 30. 
Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  210. 
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Isaiah  ii.  5.  O  house  of  Jacobs  come  ye,  and  let  us  walk  in 
the  light  of  the  Lord,'}  "  In  the  evening,  when  they  (the  Jews) 
proceeded  to  testify  their  joy  for  the  effusion  of  water,  the  temple 
was  so  completely  illuminated  by  means  of  lights,  placed  fifty 
yards  high,  that,  it  is  said,  there  was  not  a  street  in  Jerusalem 
which  was  not  lighted  by  them.  Many  carried  lighted  torches  in 
their  hands.  Deyling  supposes  that  there  is  an  allusion  to  this 
custom  in  the  beautiful  invitation  given  by  believing  gentiles  to 
the  Jews,  as  above  cited."  Jamieson's  Use  of  Sacred  History, 
vol.  i.  p.  449. 

Matt.  xxv.  21.  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  LordJ]  This 
is  an  allusion  to  an  apartment'  or  dinmg-room,  which  was  called 
by,  or  had  inscribed  upon  it,  the  name  x"P">  J^Y*  ^^^  Pignorius 
de  Servis,  p..  ii.  89. 

ORIENTAL   EMBLEM   OF   FERTILITY. 

Isaiah  xxxv.  7.  And  the  parched  ground  shall  become  a  pool,"} 
Instead  of  the  parched  ground,  Bp.  Lowth  translates  it,  the 
glowing  sand  shall  become  a  pool,  and  says  in  a  note,  that  the 
word  is  Arabic  as  well  as  Hebrew,  expressing  in  both  languages 
the  same  thing,  the  glowing  sandy  plain,  which,  in  the  hot  coun- 
tries at  a  distance,  has  the  appearance  of  water.  It  occurs  in  the 
Koran  (cap.  xxiv.),  **  But  as  to  the  unbelievers,  their  works  are 
like  a  vapour  in  a  plain,  which  the  thirsty  traveller  thinketh  to  be 
water,  until,  when  he  cometh  thereto,  he  findeth  it  to  be  nothing." 
Mr.  Sale's  note  on  this  place  is,  the  Arabic  word  serab  signifies 
that  false  appearance,  which  in  the  eastern  countries  is  often  seen 
in  sandy  places  about  noon,  resembling  a  large  lake  of  water  in 
motion,  and  is  occasioned  by  the  reverberation  of  the  sun-beams. 
I"  By  the  quivering  undulating  motion  of  that  quick  succession  of 
vapours  and  exhalations,  which  are  extracted  by  the  powerful 
influence  of  the  sun."  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  378.]  It  sometimes 
tempts  thirsty  travellers  out  of  their  way,  but  deceives  them  when 
they  come  near,  either  going  forward  (for  it  always  appears  at 
the  same  distance),  or  quite  vanishes. 

ORIENTAL    EMBLEM   OF   GRIEF. 

Psalm  xlii.  3.  My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night.} 
It  seems  odd  to  an  English  reader  to  represent  tears  as  meat  or 
food,  but  we  should  remember,  that  the  sustenance  of  the  ancient 
Hebrews  consisted,  for  the  most  part,  of  liquids,  such  as  broth, 
pottage,  &c. 

Psalm  cxix.  83.  I  am  become  like  a  bottle  in  the  smokeJ] 
Cups  and  drinking  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  were  doubtless  used 
in  the  courts  of  princes  (1  Kings  x.  21.)  But  in  the  Arab  tents 
leathern  bottles,  as  well  as  pitchers,  were  used.  These  of  course 
were  smoky  habitations;  To  this  latter  circumstance,  and  the 
contrast  between  the  drinking  utensils,  the  Psalmist  alludes: 
''  My  appearance,  in  my  present  state,  is  as  different  from  what 
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it  was  when  I  dwelt  at  court,  as  the  furniture  of  a  palace  differs 
from  that  of  a  poor  Arab's  tent"    Harmer,  voL  i.  p.  131. 

Psalm  cix.  ^.  My  knees  are  weak  through  fasting  ;  and  my 
flesh  faileth  of  fatness."]  A  sentiment  similar  to  that  which  is 
suggested  by  this  passage,  and  expressed  in  words  not  very  differ- 
ent, is  to  be  met  with  in  several  ancient  writers.  Thus  Tryphio- 
dorus  (Destruction  of  Troy,  v.  252) : 

Lest  faint  and  wearied  e*er  the  task  was  done, 
Stretcird  through  the  length  of  one  revolving  sun, 
Their  knees  might  fail,  hj  hunger's  force  suhdued, 
And  sink,  unahle  to  support  their  load.     Merrick. 

Plautus,  in  his  Curculio,  has  taken  notice  of  this  effect  of  hunger  : 

Tenebrse  oboriuntor,  genua  inedi&  succidunt.     Ac.  ii.  sc.  3. 

So  also  Lucretius : 

£t  quoniam  non  est  quasi  quod  suffulciat  artus, 
Debile  fit  corpus,  languescunt  omnia  membra  :* 
Brachia  palpehrseque  cadunt,  poplitesque  procumbunt. 

Lib.  iv.  948. 

See  Lev.  xxvi.  26,  Ezek.  iv.  16. 

Jer.  xvi.  6.  Neither  shall  men  lament  for  them,  nor  cut  them" 
selves,  nor  make  themselves  haldfor  them.]  Cutting  the  flesh  was 
designed  to  express  grief;  the  practice  was  very  general;  the 
Jews  adopted  it,  Jer.  xlviii.  37.  It  has  also  been  observed  in 
modern  times,  and  at  Otaheite,  with  circumstances  remai-kably 
similar  to  those  alluded  to  by  Jeremiah  in  this  passage.  There 
the  women  wound  the  crown  of  their  head  under  the  hair,  with  a 
shark's  tooth.  Cutting  off  the  hair  is  still  more  general.  This 
they  throw  on  the  bier  of  the  dead. 

Jer.  xxxi.  19.  I  smote  upon  my  thighJ]  In  deep  mourning 
it  appears  to  have  been  one  method  by  which  the  Jews  expressed 
their  sorrow,  to  smite  upon  the  thigh.  This  is  mentioned  as  an 
accompanying  circumstance  of  the  repentance  of  Ephraim.  In 
this  manner  also  was  Ezekiel  commanded  to  act,  to  express  that 
sorrow  which  should  be  produced  by  the  divine  threatenings 
against  Israel.  (Ezek.  xxi.  12.)  The  practice  was  adopted  and 
retained  by  the  Greeks.  Homer  describes  his  heroes  as  using 
this  circumstance  of  grief  among  others : 

-'  iuu  m  mvyxeyvro  /eau^w.     II.  (a  ver.  162. 

So  in  Xenophon  (Cyrop.  7),  the  brave  Cyrus  smites  his  thigh, 
upon  receiving  the  news  of  the  death  of  his  generous  friend 
Abradatas. 

ORIENTAL    EMBLEM    OF   MAJESTY. 

PsALM  xlv.  3.  Gird  thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh.]  The  eastern 
swords^  whose  blades  are  very  broad,  are  worn  by  the  inhabitants 
of  these  countries  under  their  thigh  when  they  travel  on  horse- 
back.    Chardin  takes  notice  of  these  particulars.     He  says,  the 
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eastern  people  have  their  swords  hanging  down  at  lengthy  and  the 
Turks  wear  their  swords  on  horseback  under  their  thigh.  This 
passage,  and  Sol.  Song  iii.  8,  show  they  wore  them  after  the  same 
manner  anciently.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  448. 

Job  xxix.  7.  When  I  prepared  my  seat  in  the  street^  Job 
here  speaks  of  himself  as  a  civil  magistrate,  as  a  judge  upon  the 
bench,  who  had  a  seat  erected  for  him  to  sit  upon  whilst  he  was 
hearing  and  trying  causes :  and  this  was  set  up  in  the  street,  in 
the  open  air,  before  the  gate  of  the  city,  where  great  numbers 
might  be  convened,  and  hear  and  see  justice  done.  The  Arabs  to 
this  day  hold  their  courts  of  justice  in  an  open  place,  under  the 
heavens,  as  in  a  field,  or  a  market-place.  See  Norden's  Travels 
in  Egypt,  vol.  ii.  p.  140. 

Psalm  cxxxv.  7.  He  maketh  lightnings  for  the  rain.]  Rus- 
sell (p.  154)  says,  that  at  Aleppo  a  night  seldom  passes  without 
lightning  in  the  north-west  quarter,  but  not  attended  with  thunder. 
When  it  appears  in  the  west  or  south-west  points,  it  is  a  sure  sign 
of  the  approaching  rain ;  this  lightning  is  often  followed  by  thun- 
der. Thus  God  "  maketh  lightnings  for  the  rain  ;  "  and  "  when 
he  uttereth  his  voice,  there  is  a  multitude  of  waters  in  the  heav- 
ens;" and  as  these  refreshing  showers  are  preceded  by  squalls 
of  wind,  "  he  bringeth  forth  the  wind  out  of  his  treasures."  Jer. 
li.  16.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  67. 

Psalm  cxxxii.  18.  Upon  his  head  shall  the  crown  flourish.l 
*^  This  idea  seems  to  be  taken  from  the  nature  of  the  ancient 
crowns  bestowed  upon  conquerors.  From  the  earliest  periods  of 
history  the  laurel,  olive,  and  ivy  furnished  crowns  to  adorn  the 
heads  of  heroes,  who  had  conquered  in  the  field  of  battle,  gained 
the  prize  in  the  race,  or  performed  some  other  important  service 
to  the  public.  These  were  the  dear-bought  rewards  of  the  most 
heroic  exploits  of  antiquity.  This  sets  the  propriety  of  the 
phr&se  in  full  view.  The  idea  of  a  crown  of  gold  and  jewels 
flourishing  is  at  least  unnatural :  whereas  flourishing  is  natural  to 
laurels  and  oaks.  These  were  put  upon  the  heads  of  the  victors 
in  full  verdure."     Pirie's  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  124. 

EzEK.  xxi.  27.  /  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  «Y.]  ^'  Per- 
verted, perverted,  perverted  will  I  make  it."  marg.  This  passage, 
according  to  the  marginal  reading,  may  be  beautifully  illustrated 
from  the  turbans  of  antiquity.  Those  of  independent  sovereigns, 
even  to  this  day  in  Persia  (see  a  copy  of  one  in  Chardin's  Travels), 
had  their  apex  upright.  Inferior  an  subordinate  princes  wore 
theirs  bent  backwards.  To  this  the  prophecy  refers,  declaring 
that  the  crown  of  Judea  should  thenceforward  be  dependent  and 
subordinate,  as  it  was  under  the  Persians,  Greeks,  and  Romans. 
See  Christian  Observer,  vol.  i.  p.  351. 

Zefh.  ii.  14.  Flocks  shall  lie  down  in  the  midst  of  her,  all  the 
beasts  of  the  nations :  both  the  cormorant  and  the  bittern  shall 
lodge  in  the  upper  lintels  thereof]     *^  Knobs  or  chapiters,"  marg. 
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Chardin  (torn.  iii.  p.  108),  describing  the  magnificent  pillars  that 
he  found  at  Persepolis,  tells  us,  that  the  storks  (birds  respected  by 
the  Persians)  make  their  nests  on  the  top  of  these  columns  with 
great  boldness^  and  are  in  no  danger  of  being  dispossessed. 

ORIENTAL  EMBLEM  OF  OBSEQUIOUSNESS. 

PsALM  Ixxii.  9 — II.  His  enemies  shall  lick  the  dust,"]  In 
Mr.  Hugh  Boyd's  account  of  his  embassy  to  the  king  of  Candy 
in  Ceylon^  there  is  a  paragraph  which  singularly  illustrates  this 
part  of  the  psalm,  and  shows  the  adulation  and  obsequious  reve- 
rence with  which  an  eastern  monarch  is  approached. 

Describing  his  introduction  to  the  king,  he  says,  "  The  removal 
of  the  curtain  was  the  signal  of  our  obeisances.  Mine,  by  stipu- 
lation, was  to  be  only  kneeling.  My  companions  immediately 
began  the  performance  of  theirs,  which  were  in  the  most  perfect 
degree  of  eastern  humiliation.  They  almost  literally  licked  the 
dust ;  prostrating  themselves  with  their  faces  almost  close  to  the 
stone  floor,  and  throwing  out  their  arms  and  legs ;  then  rising  on 
their  knees,  they  repeated  in  a  very  loud  voice  a  certain  form  of 
words  of  the  most  extravagant  meaning  that  can  be  conceived : — 
that  the  head  of  the  king  of  kings  might  reach  beyond  the  sun  ; 
that  he  might  live  a  thousand  years,  &c." 

Compare  this  with  the  passage  of  scripture  now  referred  to. 
"  He  shall  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river 
unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.  They  that  dwell  in  the  wilderness 
shall  bow  before  him,  and  his  enemies  shall  lick  the  dust,"  i.  e. 
the  wild  unconquered  Arabians  shall  be  brought  to  abject  submis- 
sion. This  is  beautifully  emblematic  of  the  triumpn  of  Christ 
over  those  nations  and  individuals,  whom  it  appeared  impossible 
for  the  Gospel  to  subdue.  "  The  kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  the 
Isles  shall  bring  presents :  the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba  shall 
offer  gifts.  Yea,  ail  kings  shall  fall  down  before  him  ;  all  naAons 
shall  serve  him." 

Isaiah  xlix.  ^3.  They  shall  how  down  to  thee  with  their  face 
toward  the  earth.^  It  is  well  known,  that  expressions  of  sub- 
mission, homage,  and  reverence,  always  vhave  been,  and  are  still 
carried  to  a  great  degree  of  extravagance  in  the  eastern  countries. 
When  Joseph's  brethren  were  introduced  to  him,  "  they  bowed 
down  themselves  before  him  with  their  faces  to  the  earth.''  (Gen. 
xlii.  6.)  The  kings  of  Persia  never  admitted  any  one  to  their 
presence  without  exacting  this  act  of  adoration,  for  that  was  the 
proper  term  for  it.  The  insolence  of  eastern  monarchs  to  con- 
quered princes,  and  the  submission  of  the  latter,  is  astonishing. 
Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  ii.  p.  43)  gives  the  following  instance'of  it  from 
D'Herbelot: — A  certain  prince  threw  himself  one  day  on  the 
ground,  and  kissed  the  prints  that  his  victorious  enemy's  horse 
had  made  there,  reciting  some  verses  in  Persian,  which  he  had 
composed,  to  this  effect : 
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The  mark  that  the  foot  of  jour  horse  has  left  upon  the  dust  serves  me  now  for 

a  crown. 
The  ring^,  which  I  wear  as  a  badge  of  mj  slavery,  is  become  my  richest  orna^ 

ment. 
While  I  shall  hJEive  the  happiness  to  kiss  the  dust  of  your  feet,  I  shall  think  thot 

fortune  favours  me  with  its  tenderest  caresses  and  its  sweetest  kisses. 

These  expressions,  therefore,  of  the  prophet  are  only  general 
poetical  images,  taken  from  the  manners  of  the  country,  to  denote 
great  respect  and  reverence ;  and  such  splendid  poetical  images, 
which  frequently  occur  in  the  prophetical  writings,  were  intended 
only  as  general  amplifications  of  the  subject^  not  as  predictions  to 
be  understood  and  fulfilled  precisely  according  to  the  letter,  Bp« 
LowTH,  in  loc. 

Isaiah  li.  S3.  Vfho  have  said  to  thy  soul.  Bow  down,  that  wb 
may  go  overJ]  This  is  a  very  strong  and  expressive  description 
of  the  insolent  pride  of  eastern  conquerors.  The  following  is  one 
out  of  many  instances  of  it.  The  emperor  Valerian  being  through 
treachery  taken  prisoner  by  Sapor  king  of  Persia,  was  treated  by 
him  as  the  basest  and  most  abject  slave ;  for  the  Persian  monarch 
commanded  the  unhappy  Roman  to  bow  himself  down,  and  offer 
him  his  back,  on  which  he  set  his  foot  in  order  to  mount  his  cha- 
riot or  his  horse,  whenever  he  had  occasion.  Lactantius  de  Mort. 
Persec.  cap.  5.  Aurel.  Victor.  Epitome,  cap.  32.  Bp.  Lowth, 
in  loc. 

ORIENTAL    EMBLEM    OF    PEACE. 

Isaiah  ii.  4.  They  shall  beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares, 
and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks.^  This  description  of  well 
established  peace  is  very  poetical.  The  Roman  poets  have  em- 
ployed the  same  image.  .  Martial  xiv.  84.     Falx  ex  ense. 

Pax  me  certa  ducis  placidos  curvavit  in  usus : 
Agricols  nunc  sum ,  militis  ante  fui. 

The  prophet  Joel  hath  reversed  it,  and  applied  it  to  war  prevailing 
over  peace.  "  Beat  your  ploughshares  into  swords,  and  your 
pruning-hooks  into  spears."  Joel  iii.  10,  and  so  likewise  the 
Roman  poets : 

Non  ullus  aratro 
Dignus  honos  ;  squalent  abductis  arva  colonis, 
Et  curvse  rigidum  falces  conflantur  in  ensem. 

Virg.  Georg.  i.  506. 

So  also  Ovid.  Fast  i.  697.     Lowth,  in  loc. 

Zech.  iii.  10.  In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  shall  ye 
call  every  man  his  neighbour  under  the  vine  and  under  the  Jig- 
tree."]  The  people  of  the  East  not  only  enjoy  themselves  in 
forming  parties  of  pleasure,  which  repose  themselves  under  trees 
in  warm  weather,  indulging  themselves  in  eating  and  drinking 
there ;  but  they  frequently  invite  passengers  to  partake  of  their 
repasts.  Dr.  Chandler  says,  (Travels  in  Asia  Minor,  p.  250), 
"  that  a  Greek  at  Philadelphia  sent  them  a  small  earthen  vessel 
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full  of  choice  wine ;  and  that  some  families^  who  were  sitting  be- ' 
neath  some  trees  by  a  rill  of  water,  invited  them  to  alight^  and 
partake  of  their  refreshments/'     To  something  of  this  kind  the 
prophet  refers  in  this  passage.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  204. 

ORIENTAL  EMBLEM  OF  PRIDE  AND  ARROOANCY. 

PsALM  Ixxv.  4f,  5.  Lift  not  up  your  horn  on  high,  speak  not 
with  a  stiff  neckJi  This  passage  will  receive  some  illustration 
from  Bruce's  Remarks  in  his  Travels  to  discover  the  Source  of  the 
Nile,  where,  speaking  of  the  head-dress  of  the  governors  of  the 
provinces  of  Abyssinia,  he  represents  it  as  consisting  of  a  large 
broad  fillet,  bound  upon  their  forehead  and  tied  behind  their  head. 
In  the  middle  of  this  was  a  horn,  or  a  conical  piece  of  silver,  gilt, 
about  four  inches  long,  much  in  the  shape  of  our  common  candle 
extinguishers.  This  is  called  kirn,  or  horn,  and  is  only  worn  in 
reviews,  or  parades  after  victory.  The  crooked  manner  in  which 
they  hold  the  neck,  when  this  ornament  is  on  their  forehead,  for 
fear  it  should  fall  forward,  seems  to  agree  with  what  the  Psalmist 
calls  speaking  with  a  stiff  neck;  for  it  perfectly  shows  the  meaning 
of  speaking  with  a  stiff  neck,  when  you  hold  the  horn  on  high,  or 
erect,  like  the  horn  of  a  unicorn.     See  also  Psalm  xcii.  10. 

EzEKiEL  xliv.  S.  This  gate  shall  be  shut.^  Amongst  other 
instances  of  the  extreme  distance  and  profound  awe  with  which 
eastern  majesty  is  treated,  Chardin  says  (torn.  iii.  p.  69),  "  It  is  a 
common  custom  in  Persia,  that  when  a  great  man  has  built  a 
palace,  he  treats  the  king  and  his  grandees  in  it  for  several  days ; 
then  the  great  gate  of  it  is  open ;  but  when  these  festivities  are 
over,  they  shut  it  up,  never  more  to  be  opened.  This  account 
may  serve  as  a  comment  on  the  words  of  Ezekiel :  "  Then  said 
the  Lord  unto  me,  this  gate  shall  be  shut,  it  shall  not  be  opened, 
and  no  man  shall  enter  in  by  it :  because  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
hath  entered  in  by  it,  therefore  it  shall  be  shut  It  is  for  the 
prince."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  329. 

ORIENTAL    EMBLEM   OF   REPOSE. 

Job  xxi.  33.  The  clods  of  the  valley  shall  be  sweet  unto  himJ] 
These  words  seem  to  suppose  that  the  person  buried  in  a  grave 
may  partake  in  some  respects  of  the  prosperous  state  of  the  tomb 
which  contains  him.  Such  an  idea  seems  to  have  been  indulged 
by  Sultan  Amurath  the  Great,  who  died  in  1460.  "  Presently 
after  his  death,  Mahomet  his  sonne,  for  feare  of  some  innouation 
to  be  made  at  home,  raised  the  siege,  and  returned  to  Hadriano- 
ple:  and  afterwards  with  great  solemnitie  buried  his  dead  body 
at  the  west  side  of  Prusa,  in  the  suburbs  of  the  citie,  where  he 
now  lieth,  in  a  chapell  without  any  roofe,  his  graue  nothing  difler- 
ing  from  the  manner  of  the  common  Turks ;  which  they  say  he 
commanded  to  be  done  iji  his  last  will,  that  the  mercie  and  bless- 
ing of  God,  as  he  termed  it,  might  come  vnto  him  by  the  shining 
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of  the  sunne  and  moone^  and  falling  of  the  raine  and'  dew  of 
heauen  upon  his  graue."     KnoUes's  Hist  of  the  Turks,  p.  SS2. 

ORtEKTAL  EMBLEM  OF  SUBJUGATION. 

Isaiah  xxxvii.  29.  I  will  put  my  hook  in  thy  nosei]  It  is 
usual  in  the  East  to  fasten  an  iron  ring  in  the  nose  of  their  cameld 
and  buffaloes,  to  which  they  tie  a  rope,  by  means  of  whiqh  they 
manage  these  beasts.  God  is  here  speaking  of  Sennacherib,  king 
of  Assyria,  under  the  image  of  a  furious  refractory  beast;  and 
accordingly,  in  allusion  to  this  circumstance,  says,  ^'  I  will  put  my 
hook  in  thy 'nose.'*    See  Shawns  Travels,  p.  167,  2nd  edit 

Mal.  iv.  3.  Ye  shall  tread  down  the  wicked^  for  they  shall  he 
ashes  under  the  soles  of  your  feet  J]  One  sort  of  mortar  made  in 
the  East  is  composed  of  one  part  of  sand,  two  of  wood-ashes,  and 
three  of  lime,  well  mixed  together,  and  beaten  for  three  days  and 
nights  incessantly  with  wooden  mallets.  (Shaw's  Travels,  p.  206.) 
Chardin  mentions  this  circumstance,  and  applies  it  to  this  passage 
of  the  prophet,  supposing  there  is  an  allusion  in  these  words  to 
the  making  of  mortar  in  the  East,  with  ashes  collected  from  their 
baths.  Some  learned  men  have  supposed  the  wicked  here  are 
compared  to  ashes,  because  the  prophet  had  been  speaking  of 
their  destruction  under  the  notion  of  burning,  ver.  1  ;  but  the 
sacred  writers  do  not  always  keep  close  to  those  figiures  which 
they  first  propose ;  the  paragraph  of  Malachi  is  a  proof  of  this 
assertion ;  and  if  they  had,  he  would  not  have  spoken  of  treading 
on  the  wicked  like  ashes,  if  it  had  not  been  customary  in  these 
times  to  tread  ashes,  which  it  seems  was  done  to  make  mortar. 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  179. 

ORIENTAL  EMBLEM  OF  TERROR. 

Job  xli.  20.  Out  of  his  nostrils  goeth  smoke^  as  out  of  a  seeth- 
ing-pot  or  caldron.']  This  last  word  is  usually  translated  a  rush 
or  a  bulrush,  and  may  probably  refer  to  an  ancient  custom  in  the 
East  of  placing  dishes  of  food  on  mats.  D'Arvieux  says  (Voy. 
dans  la  Pal.  p.  39),  that  a  supper,  which  the  inhabitants  of  a  vil- 
lage in  Palestine  prepared  for  him,  consisted  of  fried  fish,  eggs, 
rice,  &c.  placed  upon  a  mat,  or  a  round  table  made  of  straw 
stitched  together.  If  the  word  rendered  a  caldron  in  this  passage 
have  this  meaning,  it  gives  a  very  natural  sense  to  the  text,  and  is 
much  more  intelligible  than  the  idea  which  some  have  attached  to 
it.     Harmer,  vol.  \.jp.  859. 

Prov.  xvi*  14.  The  wrath  of  a  king  is  as  messengers  of  death!] 
When  the  enemies  of  a  great  man  have  gained  influence  enough 
over  the  prince  to  procure  a  warrant  for  his  death,  a  capidgi,  or 
executioner,  is  sent  to  him,  and  ^'  shows  him  the.  order  he  has  to 
carry  back  his  head.  The  other  takes  the  grand  signior's  order, 
kisses  it,  puts  it  upon  his  head  in  sign  of  respect,  and  then  having 
performed  his  ablution  and  said  his  prayers,  freely  gives  up  his 
head.     Thus  they  blindly  obey  the  grand  signior's  order,  the  ser- 

X  2 
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vants  neiFer  offering  to  hinder  the  capidgi^  though  he  often  comes 
with  few  or  no  attendants."  (Thevenot,  cap.  46.)  Much  the  same 
method  was  used  by  the  Jewish  princes.  Benaiah  was  the  capidgi 
sent  by  Solomon  to  put  Adonijah  to  death.  (1  Kings  ii.  25.)  A 
eapidgi  in  like  manner  beheaded  John  the  Baptist  in  prison. 
(Matt.  xiv.  10.)  Great  energy  will  then  be  allowed  to  the  term 
"  messengers  of  death,"  if  we  understand  the  words,  of  the  capidgi 
of  the  Jewish  princes.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  207. 

Isaiah  xxiv.  17.  Fear^  and  the  pity  and  the  snare  are  upon 
thee.']  These  images  are  taken  from  the  different  methods  of 
hunting  and  taking  wild  beasts,  which  were  anciently  in  use.  The 
terror  (so  Bp.  Lowth  translates,  instead  otfear)  was  a  line  strung 
with  feathers  of  all  colours,  which  fluttering  in  the  air,  scared  and 
fnghtened  the  beasts  into  the  toils,  or  into  the  pit,  which  was  pre- 
pared for  them.  This  was  digged  deep  in  the  ground,  and  covered 
over  with  green  boughs,  or  tirf,  in  order  to  deceive  them,  that  they 
might  fall  into  it  unawares.  The  snare  or  toils  were  a  series  of 
nets,  inclosing  at  first  a  great  space  of  ground,  in  which  the  wild 
beasts  were  known  to  be ;  and  drawn  in  by  degrees  into  a  nar- 
rower compassj  till  they  were  at  last  closely  shut  up  /uid  entangled 
in  them. 

Amos  viii.  9.  /  will  cause  the  sun  to  go  down  at  noon,  and  I 
will  darken  the  earth  in  the  clear  day."]  One  of  the  Asiatic  poets, 
describing  a  calamitous  and  miserable  day,  says  "  it  was  a  time  in 
which  the  sun  rose  in  the  west."  Amos  threatened  that  God 
would  make  the  sun  go  down  at  noon,  and  would  darken  the  earth 
in  a  clear  day.  Mr.  Iiarmer  observes  (vol.  ii.  p.  186),  that  though 
these  expressions  are  different,  they  are  of  the  same  import,  and 
serve  to  illustrate  one  another.  They  both  signify  how  extremely 
short  this  time  of  prosperity  would  be,  and  how  unexpectedly  it 
would  terminate.  Mr.  Lowth  (Commentary  on  the  Prophets), 
says,  that  the  prophet  alluded  to  eclipses  of  the  sun ;  for  he  says 
that  Archbishop  Usher  hath  observed  in  his  annals,  that  about 
eleven  years  after  the  time  that  Amos  prophesied,  there  were  twp 
great  eclipses  of  the  sun,  and  it  is  well  known  in  what  an  ominous 
light  the  ancients  regarded  them. 

Nahum  ii.  10.  The  faces  of  them  all  gather  blackness.]  Mr. 
Harmer  considers  this  blackness  as  the  efiect  of  hunger  and 
thirst;  and  Calmet  (Diet,  art  Obscure)  refers  it  to  a  practice  of 
bedaubing  the  face  with  soot.  This  proceeding,  however,  is  not 
very  consistent  with  the  hurry  of  flight,  or  the  terror  of  distress. 
A  better  elucidation  of  it  may  perhaps  be  obtained  from  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  than  from  the  preceding  opinions.  "  Kumeil,  the 
son  of  Ziyad,  was  a  man  of  fine  wit.  One  day  Hejage  made  him 
come  before  him,  and  reproached  him,  because  in  such  a  garden, 
and  before  such  and  such  persons,  whom  he  named  to  him,  he 
had  made  a  great  many  imprecations  against  him,  sa)dng,  "  the 
Lord  blacken  his  face,"  that  is,  fill  him  with  shame  and  coriusion, 
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and  wished  that  his  neck  was  cut  ofF,  and  his  blood  shed."  (Gck- 
ley's  Hist,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  319.)  A  more  recent  occur- 
rence of  this  nature  is  recorded  by  Mr.  Antes,  in  his  Observations 
on  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Egyptians,  p.  125.  After 
giving  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  used 
during  his  residence  in  Egypt  by  Osman  Bey,  he  says,  "  I  have 
sometimes  been  asked  whetner  it  were  not  possible  to  have  such  a 
villain  chastised  by  the  hand  of  justice  ?  Whoever  knows  any 
thing  of  the  beys  and  mamelukes,  will  readily  conclude  that  it 
cannot  be  done,  and  that  it  would  even  be  dangerous  to  attempt 
it.  At  that  time  Ibrahim  and  Murat  Bey  were  the  most  powerful 
among  the  beys.  Had  I  complained  to  them,  and  accompanied 
my  complaint  with  a  present  of  from  twenty  to  fifty  dollars,  for  a 
smaller  sum  would  not  have  answered,  they  might  perhaps  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  have  banished  Osman  Bey  from  Cairo ;  but  they 
would  probably  in  a  few  months  have  recalled  him,  especially  had 
they  found  it  necessary  to  strengthen  their  party  against  others. 
Had  this  bey  afterwards  met  me  in  the  street,  my  head  might  not 
have  been  safe.  Both  Ibrahim  and  Murat  Bey  knew  something 
of  me ;  but  when  they  heard  the  whole  affair,  they  only  said  of 
Osman  Bey,  God  blacken  his  face"  This  explanation  of  the 
phrase  perfectly  agrees  with  the  sense  of  the  passage  referred  to 
in  this  article ;  as  also  with  Joel  ii.  6.  To  gather  blackness  sig- 
nifies, in  these  extracts,  as  well  as  in  the  scriptures,  to  suffer 
extreme  confusion  or  terror. 

Isaiah  ix.  5.  For  every  battle  of  the  warrior  is  with  confused 
noise,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood  ;  but  this  shall  be  with  burning 
and  fuel  of  Jire,'\  The  burning  of  heaps  of  armour  gathered 
from  the  field  of  battle,  as  an  offering  made  to  the  god  supposed 
to  be  the  giver  of  victory,  was  a  custom  that  prevailed  among  some 
heathen  nations :  and  the  Romans  used  it  as  an  emblem  of  peace. 
A  medal,  struck  by  Vespasian  on  finishing  his  wars  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  represents  the  goddess  Peace,  holding  an  olive-branch 
in  one  hand,  and  with  a  lighted  torch  in  the  other,  setting  fire  to  a 
heap  of  armour.  (Addison  on  Medals,  Series  ii.  18,)  Virgij 
mentions  the  custom : 

O  mibi  prsteritos  referat  si  Jupiter  annos ! 

Qualis  ervttk,  cum  primam  aciem  Praneste  sub  ipsa, 

Strayi,  scutorumque  iacendi  rictor  acervos.  ^n.  Yiii.  560. 

Would  heayen,  said  he,  my  strength  and  youth  recal. 

Such  as  I  was  beneath  Pnuneste  s  wall. 

Then  when  I  made  the  foremost  foes  retire* 

And  set  whole  heaps  of  cooquer'd  shields  on  fire.     Drydssi. 

See  also  Joshua  xi.  6,  Nahum  ii.  13,  Psalm  xlvi.  9,  Ezek.  xxxix. 
8,  10.     Bp.  LowTH,  in  loc. 

Isaiah  xiii.  10.  For  the  stars  of  heaven  and  the  constellations 
thereof  shall  not  give  their  light:  the  sun  shall  be  darkened  in  his 
going  forthi  and  l^^  moon  shaU  not  cause  her  light  to  shine.'\  The 
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Chaldaeans  were  devoted  above  all  people  in  the  world  to  the  ob- 
p  servation  of  the  heavenly  bodies^  and  their  existence  was  become 

more  essentially  necessary  to  them^  as  a  nation  celebrated  for  as- 
tronomy and  commerce ;  a  circumstance  this,  which  adds  singular 
force  and  sublimity  to  a  passage,  even  without  this  consideration 
exceedingly  grand  and  poetical.     Foster's  Essay,  p.  30. 

ORIENTAL  EMBLEM  OF  THE  GRAVE. 

Job  XXX.  23,  Death,  the  house  appointed  for  all  livingj] 
Those  expressions  in  which  the  grave  is  described  as  "  the  house 
appointed  for  all  living;"  the  "long  home"  of  man;  and  "the  ever- 
lasting habitation ;"  are  capable  of  much  illustration  from  antiquity. 
Montfaucon  says,  "  We  observed  in  the  fifth  volume  of  our  Anti- 
quity, a  tomb  styled  quietorum,  a  resting-place.  Quiescere,  to 
rest,  is  oft^n  said  of  the  dead  in  epitaphs.  Thus  we  find  in  an 
ancient  writer^  a  man  speaking  of  his  master  who  had  been  long 
dead  and  buried;  *cigus  ossa  bene  quiescant;'  may  his  bones 
rest  in  peace.  We  have  an  instance  of  the  like  lond  in  an  inscrip- 
tion in  Gruter  (p.  696),  and  in  another  (p.  594),  *  fecit  sibi  requie- 
torium,'  he  made  himself  a  resting-place. 

"  This  resting-place  is  called  frequently,  too,  an  eternal  house* 
In  his  life-time  he  built  himself  an  eternal  house,  says  one  epitaph* 
He  made  himself  an  eternal  house  with  his  patrimony,  says  ano-^ 
ther.  He  thought  it  better,  says  another,  to  build  himself  an 
eternal  house,  than  to  desire  his  heirs  to  do  it  They  thought  it 
a  misfortune,  when  the  bones  and  ashes  of  the  dead  were  removed 
from  their  place,  as  imagining  the  dead  sufiered  something  by  the 
removal  of  their  bones.  This  notion  occasioned  all  those  precau-« 
tions  used  for  the  safety  of  their  tombs,  and  the  curses  they  laid 
on  those  who  removed  them," 

Isaiah  xxiv.  22,  As  prisoners  are  gathered  in  the  pit,  and 
shall  be  shut  up  in  prison,]  In  this  verse  the  image  seems  to  be 
taken  from  the  practice  of  the  great  monarchs  of  that  time ;  who, 
when  they  had  thrown  their  wretched  captives  into  a  dungeon, 
never  gave  themselves  the  trouble  of  inquiring  about  them ;  but 
let  them  lie  a  long  time  in  that  miserable  condition,  wholly  desti- 
tute  of  relief,  and  disregarded.     Bp.  LowTH,  in  loc. 

ORIENTAL  FEASTINGS  IN  SUCCESSION. 

Job  i.  5.  When  the  days  of  their  feasting  were  gone  aboutJ] 
The  feasting  continued  till  they  had  been  at  each  other's  house  in 
turn.  Something  like  this  is  practised  by  the  Chinese,  who  have 
their  co-fraternities,  which  they  call  the  brotherhood  of  the  month; 
this  consists  of  thirty,  accor^ng  to  the  number  of  days  therein, 
and  in  a  circle  they  go  every  day  to  eat  at  one  another's  house  by 
turns.  If  one  man  have  not  convenience  to  receive  the  fraternity 
in  his  own  house,  he  may  provide  for  it  at  another ;  and  there  are 
many  public-houses  very  well  provided  for  this  purpose.  Semedo's 
Hist,  of  China^  part  i.  c*  13* 
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ORIENTAL  HlSa  EXPLAINED. 

Isaiah  v.  26»  Hiss  unto  them.']  "  The  metaphor  is  taken  from 
the  practice  of  those  that  keep  bees^  who  draw  them  out  of  their 
hives  into  the  fields^  and  lead  them  back  again,  by  a  hiss  or  a 
whistle,"     Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc. 

oriental  HYPERBOLE. 

Psalm  xvi.  Title.  MichfamJ]  D'Herbelot  observes  of  the 
works  of  seven  of  the  most  excellent  Arabian  poets,  iJiat  they  were 
called  Al  Modhahebat,  which  signifies  golden,  because  they  were 
written  in  letters  of  gold  upon  Eg3rptian  paper,  (p.  586.)  Might 
not  the  six  psalms  which  are  thus  distinguished  be  so  called,  on 
account  of  their  having  been  on  some  occasion  or  other  written  in 
letters  of  gold,  and  hung  up  in  the  sanctuary  ?     Ainsworth  sup- 

Eoses  that  Michtam  signifies  a  golden  jewel.  Such  a  title  would 
ave  been  agreeable  to  the  eastern  taste,  as  D'Herbelot  has  men- 
tioned a  book  entitled,  Bracelets  of  Gold.  Writing  in  letters  of 
gold  still  continues  in  the  East  Maillet,  speaking  of  the  royal 
Mohammedan  library  in  Egypt,  says,  the  greatest  part  of  these 
books  were  written  in  letters  of  gold,  such  as  the  Turks  and  Arabs, 
even  of  our  time,  make  use  of  in  the  titles  of  their  books."  (Lett.  xiii. 
p.  189.)  The  Persians  are  fond  of  elegant  manuscripts  gilt  and 
adorned  with  garlands  of  flowers.  (Jones's  Persian  Grammar, 
p.  144.) 

Isaiah  ix.  6.  The  everlasting  Father,"]  It  is  common  in  the 
East  to  describe  any  quality  of  a  person  by  calling  him  "the  father 
of  the  quality."  D'Herbelot  speaking  of  a  very  eminent  physician, 
says  (p.  140)  he  did  such  admirable  cures  that  he  was  surnamed 
Aboul  Berekiat,  the  "  father  of  benedictions."  The  original  words 
of  this  title  of  Christ  may  be  rendered,  "  the  father  of  that  which 
is  everlasting :"  Christ  therefore  as  the  head  and  introducer  of  an 
everlasting  dispensation,  never  to  give  place  to  another,  was  very 
naturally  in  the  eastern  style  called  the  "  father  of  eternity."  H ar- 
MER,  vol.  ii.  p.  479. 

Isaiah  xiv.  4.  The  golden  city,]  To  represent  objects  of  a 
superior  excellence  and  importance,  comparisons  of  the  highest 
order  are  very  properly  selected.  These  are  sometimes  merely 
simple,  and  axe  designed  to  convey  to  the  mind  some  predominant 
quality ;  but  in  other  cases  they  are  complex,  and  the  metaphor 
includes  that  variety  of  properties  which  peculiarly  belong  to  its 
subject  Many  figures  are  taken  firom  gold,  both  as  to  its  indi- 
vidual and  collective  attributes.  It  is  made  the  emblem  of  value, 
purity,  and  splendor.  Thus  God  is  likened  to  gold.  "  The  Al- 
mighty shall  be  thy  defence."  (marg.  gold.)  Job  xxii.  25»  So  is 
the  word  of  God.  Psalm  xix.  10.  The  saints  and  their  graces 
are  thus  represented,  Job  xxiii.  10.  1  Pet.  i.  7.  The  vials  of 
God's  wrath  are  golden,  because  they  are  pure  and  unmixed  with 
partiality  and  passion.  Rev.  xv.  7.  Whatever  is  rich,  pompous, 
and  alluring,  is  called  golden.     So  Babylon  is  called  a  golden  city. 
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This  cannot  undoubtedly  be  understood  in  a  literal  but  figurative 
sense ;  for  however  great  might  be  the  profusion  of  that  metal  in 
the  city  of  Babylon,  it  could  not  be  sufiacient  to  give  rise  to  such 
a  description  of  its  magnificence,  but  by  an  allowed  and  perhaps 
common  allusion.  From  the  firequent  recurrence  of  this  figure,  it 
must  have  been  in  very  general  use  amongst  the  eastern  people ; 
and  since  its  properties  are  probably  better  known  than  those  of 
most  other  metals,  would  readily  express  the  meaning  of  a  writer, 
and  be  perfectly  intelligible  to  the  understanding  of  his  readers^ 
Pindar  styles  gold  the 

Richest  oflbpriDg  of  the  mine ; 
Gold,  like  fire,  whose  flashing  rajs 
From  afar  conspicuous  gleam 
Through  the  night's  inyolrin'g  cloud. 
First  in  lustre  and  esteem, 
Decks  the  treasures  of  the  proud. 

West's  Translation,  Ode  1. 

But,  in  modem  times,  no  instance  perhaps  occurs  wherein  this 
comparison  is  so  universally  made  as  by  the  Birmans.  Whoever 
has  read  the  recently  published  travels  of  Captain  Symes,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ava,  must  have  had  his  attention  forcibly  arrested  by 
this  circumstance ;  for  there  almost  every  thing  peculiarly  great  is 
styled  golden,  and  without  exception  every  thing  belonging  to  the 
king  is  so  denominated.  The  city  where  he  resides,  the  barge 
which  he  uses,  are  styled  golden.  The  following  extract  will  com- 
pletely explain  this  circumstance,  and  form  a  pleasing  addition  to 
the  foregoing  observations,  "  We  passed  a  village,"  says  Captain 
Symes,  "named  Shoe-Lee-Rua,  or  Golden-boat  village,  firom  its 
being  inhabited  by  watermen  in  the  service  of  the  king,  whose 
boats,  as  well  as  every  thing  else  belonging  to  the  sovereign,  have 
always  the  addition  of  shoey  or  golden,  annexed  to  them.  Even 
his  majesty's  person  is  never  mentioned  but  in  conjunction  with 
this  precious  metal.  When  a  subject  means  to  affirm  that  the 
king  has  heard  any  thing,  he  says,  it  has  reached  the  golden  ear». 
He  who  has  obtained  admission  to  the  royal  presence  has  been  at 
the  golden  feet.  The  perfume  of  otto  of  roses,  a  nobleman  ob- 
served one  day,  was  an  odour  grateful  to  the  golden  nose.  Gold, 
among  the  Birmans,  is  the  type  of  excellence.  Although  highly 
valued,  however,  it  is  not  used  for  coin  in  the  country.  It  is  em- 
ployed sometimes  in  ornaments  for  the  women,  and  in  utensils  and 
ear-rings  for  the  men ;  but  the  greatest  quantity  is  expended  in 

filding  their  temples,  on  which  vast  sums  are  continually  lavished, 
'he  Birmans  present  the  substance  to  their  gods,  and  ascribe  its 
qualities  to  their  king."  (Embassy  to  Ava,  vol.  ii.  p.  226,)  These 
remarks  illustrate  the  comparison  where  it  occurs  in  the  scripture, 
and  demonstrate  with  what  design  and  propriety  it  is  used. 

Isaiah  xl.  1^.  Measured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his 
hand.]  Having  pointed  out  the  hieroglyphic  meaning  of  the  other 
signs  of  the  zodiac^  Mr.  Maurice  adds,  "  The  Libra  of  the  zodiac 
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is  perpetually  seen  upon  all  the  hieroglyphics  of  Egypt,  which  ia 
at  once  an  argument  of  the  great  antiquity  of  that  asterism,  and  of 
the  probability  of  its  having  been  originally  fabricated  by  the 
astronomical  sons  of  Misraim.  By  the  balance  they  are  supposed 
by  some  to  have  denoted  the  equality  of  days  and  nights,  at  the 
period  of  the  sun's  arriving  at  this  sign..  And  by  others  it  is 
asserted,  that  this  asterism,  at  first  only  the  beam,  was  exalted  to 
its  station  in  the  zodiac  from  its  being  the  useful  nilometer,  by 
which  they  measured  the  height  of  the  inundating  waters,  to  which 
Egyptian  custom  there  may  possibly  be  some  remote  allusion  in 
this  passage,  where  the  prophet  describes  the  Almighty  as 
*  measuring  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand.' "  Indian  Anti- 
quities, vol.  iii.  p.  240. 

Dan.  ii.  4.  O  king,  live  for  ever,"]  This  ancient  wish  and 
address  to  the  throne  seems  most  manifestly  to  have  taken  its  rise 
from  an  ancient  and  original  apprehension,  that  those  who  could 
obtain  favour  and  mercy  through  the  promised  Messiah  would 
really  live  for  ever,  and  have  not  only  as  great,  but  greater  powers 
to  be  useful  hereafter,  than  they  have  had  on  earth.  King's 
Morsels  of  Criticism,  vol.  i.  p.  4^9. 

ORIENTAL  INDICATIONS  OF  REVERENCE. 

1  Kings  xix.  13.  And  it  was  so,  when  Elijah  heard  it,  that 
he  wrapped  his  face  in  his  mantle.^  The  Jews  accounted  it  a 
token  of  reverence  to  have  their  feet  bare  in  public  worship,  and 
to  have  their  heads  covered.  This  was  accordingly  the  practice 
not  of  the  priests  only,  but  of  the  people  also ;  and  the  latter  prac- 
tice remains  so  to  this  day.  Thus  on  the  divine  appearance  to 
Moses  in  the  bush,  it  is  said,  "  he  hid  his  face,  for  he  was  afraid 
to  loQk  upon  God,"  Exod.  iii.  6 ;  and  on  the  extraordinary  mani- 
festation of  the  divine  presence  to  Elijah,  "  he  wrapped  his  face 
in  his  mantle."  On  the  same  account  perhaps  the  angels  were  re- 
presented in  vision  to  Isaiah  as  covering  their  faces  with  their 
wings  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah.     Isaiah  vi.  2. 

The  ancient  Romans  performed  their  sacred  rites  with  a  cover- 
ing on  their  heads.     Thus  Virgil : 

Spes  est  pacis,  ait.    Turn  numiDa  sancta  precamur 

Falladis  annisonse,  quae  prima  accepit  ovantes : 

f)t  capita  ante  aras  Fhrjgio  velamur  amictu.      JEn.  iii.  543. 

Our  way  we  bend 
To  Pallas,  and  the  sacred  hill  ascend  : 
There  prostrate  to  the  fierce  virago  pray, 
Whose  temple  was  the  land-mark  of  our  way* 
!E^ach  with  a  Phrygian  mantle  veil'd  his  heaa. 

The  Grecians  on  the  contrary  performed  their  sacred  rites  bare 
headed.  St.  Paul  therefore  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  who  were 
Greeks,  says,  "  every  man  pra)dng  or  prophesying  with  his  head 
covered  dishonoureth  his  head."     1  Cor.  xi.  4. 
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OI$.I£NTAL  PRESENTS. 

2  Chron.  ix.  ^4.  And  they  brought  every  man  his  present, 
vessels  of  silvery  and  vessels  of  gold,  and  raiment  I\  Thevenot  tells 
us  (part  i.  p.  S53),  it  was  a  custom  in  Egypt  in  his  time^  for  the 
consuls  of  the  European  nations  to  send  the  basha  a  present  of  so 
many  vests,  and  so  many  besides  to  some  officers,  both  when  a  new 
basha  came,  and  a  new  consul  entered  his  office,  as  were  rated  at 
above  a  thousand  piastres.  Doth  not  this  last  account  remind  us 
of  the  presents  that  were  made  to  Solomon  by  the  neighbouring 
princes  at  set  times,  part  of  which,  we  are  expressly  told,  consisted 
of  raiment  ?     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  89. 

ORIENTAL  PRINCES  MAKE  A  DISPLAY  OF  THEIR  VALUABLES. 

2  Kings  xx.  13.  Shewed  them  all  the  house  of  his  precious 
things."]  The  display  which  Hezekiah  made  of  his  treasure  was 
to  gratify  the  ambassadors  of  the  king  of  Babylon.  It  appears  to 
have  been  an  extraordinary  thing,  and  not  done  but  upon  this  and 
occasions  of  a  similar  nature ;  such  probably  was  the  general  prac- 
tice. Lord  Macartney  informs  us,  that  "  the  splendor  of  the  em- 
peror of  China  and  his  court,  and  the  riches  of  the  mandarins, 
surpass  all  that  can  be  said  of  them.  Their  silks,  porcelain,  cabi- 
nets, and  other  furniture,  make  a  most  glittering  appearance. 
These,  however,  are  only  exposed  when  they.make  or  receive  visits : 
for  they  commonly  neglect  themselves  at  home,  the  laws  against 
private  pomp  and  luxury  being  very  severe." 

2-  Kings  xx.  13.  And  Hezekiah  hearkened  unto  them,  and 
showed  them  all  the  house  of  his  precious  things,  the  silver,  and 
the  gold,  and  the  spices,  and  the  precious  ointment,  and  all  the 
house  of  his  armour.'\  Vertomannus,  in  his  voyage  to  the  East, 
describing  the  treasure  of  the  king  of  Calicut,  says,  that  it  is 
esteemed  so  immense  that  it  cannot  be  contained  in  two  remarkably 
large  cellars  or  warehouses.  It  consists  of  precious  stones,  plates 
of  gold,  and  as  much  coined  gold  as  may  suffice  to  lade  a  hundred 
mules.  They  say  that  it  was  collected  together  by  twelve  kings 
who  were  before  him,  and  that  in  his  treasury  is  a  coffer  three 
spans  long  and  two  broad,  full  of  precious  stones  of  incalculable 
value.  This  custom  for  the  eastern  princes  to  amass  enormous 
loads  of  treasure,  merely /or  show  and  ostentation,  appears  to  have 
been  practised  by  the  lungs  of  Judea.  One  instance  of  it  at  least 
is  found  in  the  case  of  Hezekiah,  in  the  passage  now  referred  to. 

oriental  rebuke. 

Job  xviii.  4.  Shall  the  earth  be  forsaken  for  thee  ?  and  shall 
the  rock  be  removed  out  of  its  place  ?"]  When  the  Orientals 
would  reprove  the  pride  or  arrogance  of  any  person,  it  is  common 
for  them  to  desire  him  to  call  to  mind  how  little  and  contemptible 
he  and  every  mortal  is,  in  these  or  similar  apophthegms : 

What  though  Mahommed  were  dead, 

His  imams  (or  ministers)  conducted  the  a£fairs  of  the  nation. 
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The  universe  shall  not  fall  for  his  sake. 

The  world  does  not  suhsist  for  one  man  alone. 

LowTB*8  Lect.  (Gregory's  Translat.)  foI.  ii.  p.  420. 

ORIENTAL  RECKONINGS. 

EzEKiEL  xlv.  12.  The  shekel  shall  be  twenty  gerahs';  twenty 
shekels,  twenty-five  shekels^  fifteen  shekels  shall  be  your  maneh.'\ 
This  singular  method  of  reckoning,  adopted  by  Ezekiel,  is  per* 
fectly  conformable  to  the  general  practice ;  for  Chardin  says,  "  it 
is  the  custom  of  the  East,  in  their  accounts  and  reckonings  of  a 
sum  of  money,  to  specify  the  different  parts  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed: talking  after  this  manner;  I  owe  twenty-five,  of  which  the 
half  is  twelve  and  one-half,  the  quarter  six  and  one-fourth,  &c." 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  512. 

m 

ORIENTAL  SIGN  OF  GRIEF. 

Jer.  vii.  29.  Cutoff  thy  hair,  O  Jerusalem,  and  cast  it  away.'] 
Michaelis  (Supplem.  ad  Lex.  Heb.  p.  S88)  remarks,  that  this  was 
done  in  token  of  great  grief,  and  cites  Curtius  (lib.  x.  c.  14)  in 
proof  that  the  Persians  did  the  same  on  the  death  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  according  to  their  custom  in  mourning ;  and  refers  to 
Lucian  (de  Sacrific.)  that  thus  likewise  the  Egyptians  lamented 
the  funeral  of  their  Apis,  and  the  Syrians  the  deata  of  Adonis. 

Jer.  XX.  15.  Cursed  be  the  man  who  brought  tidings  to  my 
father,  saying,  a  man-child  is  bom  unto  thee,  making  him  very 
glad.]  It  is  the  custom  in  Persia  to  announce  to  the  father  the 
birth  of  his  male  children  with  particular  ceremonies.  Chardin. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  51 L 

Matt.  vi.  16.  For  they  disfigure  their  faces,]  or  made  them 
black,  as  the  Arabic  version  renders  it  This  they  did,  that  they 
might  look  so  through  fasting.  Such  persons  were  held  in  great 
esteem,  and  thought  to  be  very  religious.  The  Jews  say,  "  who- 
ever makes  his  face  black  on  account  of  the  law  in  this  world,  God 
will  make  his  brightness  to  shine  in  the  world  to  come." 

Luke  xviii.  13.  But  smote  upon  his  breast.]  This  appears  to 
have  been  a  token  of  distress,  and  especially  of  penitent  sorrow. 
We  meet  with  frequent  instances  of  it. 

jrnddf  h  itXnfof,  *fti,hw  nviirairf  fJtv&M, 

Odyss,  zx.  17. 

Smiting  upon  his  breast,  he  began  to  chide  his  heart. 

Effusas  laniata  comas,  concussaque  pectus 
Verberibus  crebris — 


sic  moesta  profatur.  Lucan.  1.  ii.  335. 

With  dishevelled  hair,  and  smitten  breast ;  *twas  thus  she  spoke 
her  grief. 

oriental  strains  of  lamentation. 

Lam.  i.  3.  All  her  persecutors  overtook  her  between  the  straits.] 
It  was  the  practice  with  those  who  hunted  wild  beasts  to  drivQ 
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them,  if  possible,  into  some  strait  and  narrow  passage,  that  they 
might  more  effectually  take  them,  as  in  such  a  situation  an  escape 
could  hardly  be  effected.  It  is  to  this  circumstance  that  the  pro-^ 
phet  alludes  in  these  words.  The  same  metaphor  is  supposed 
also  to  occur  in  Psalm  cxvi.  3.  "  The  sorrows  of  death  com- 
passed me,  and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me :  I  found  trou- 
ble and  sorrow." 

Lam.  iv.  5.  The^  that  were  brought  up  in  scarlet  embrace 
dunghills^  On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  fuel,  ovens  are  com- 
monly heated  with  horse  or  cow-dung.  D'Arvieux  (Voy.  dans  la 
Pal.  p.  193)  says,  that  the  people  are  very  carefiil  to  lay  up  a  stock 
of  it  for  consumption,  and  that  he  saw  the  children  gather,  and 
clap  it  against  a  wall  to  dry.  As  it  could  not  remain  so  during 
the  rainy  season,  Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  i.  p.  256)  conceives  that  it 
might  usually  be  collected  together  in  some  outhouse  when  pro- 
perly prepared,  where  the  wretched  wanderer,  spoken  of  by  the 
prophet  in  these  words,  might  take  refuge,  and  thus  be  said  to 
embrace  dunghills.     (1  Sam.  ii.  8.) 

Lam.  V.  4.  Our  wood  is  sold  unto  i/*.]  The  woods  of  the 
land  of  Israel  being  from  very  ancient  times  common,  the  people  of 
the  villages,  which  had  no  trees  growing  in  them,  supplied  them- 
selves with  fuel  out  of  those  wooded  places,  of  which  there  were 
many  anciently,  and  several  that  still  remain.  This  liberty  of 
taking  wood  in  common,dhe  Jews  suppose  to  have  been  a  consti- 
tution of  Joshua,  of  which  they  give  us  ten.  The  first,  giving 
liberty  to  an  Israelite  to  feed  his  flock  in  the  woods  of  any  tribe. 
The  second,  that  it  should  be  free  to  take  wood  in  the  fields  any 
where.  (Vide  Reland  Pal.  p.  261.)  But  though  this  was  the 
ancient  custom  in  Judea,  it  was  not  so  in  the  country  into  which 
they  were  carried  captives ;  or  if  this  text  of  Jeremiah  respects 
those  that  continued  in  their  own  country  for  a  while  under  Geda- 
liah,  as  the  9th  verse  insinuates,  it  signifies  that  their  conquerors 

Eossessed  themselves  of  these  woods,  and  would  allow  no  fuel  to 
e  cut  down  without  leave,  and  that  leave  was  not  to  be  obtained 
without  money.  It  is  certain  that,  presently  after  the  return  from 
the  captivity,  timber  was  not  to  be  cut  without  leave.  (Neh.  ii.  8.) 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  460. 

EzEKiEL  iv.  7.  Thine  arm  shall  be  uncovered.^  Among  other 
rites  of  mourning  made  use  of  by  the  oriental  Jews  in  the  time  of 
St.  Jerome,  was  the  beating  of  their  arms  with  such  vehemence 
as  to  render  them  black  and  blue.  It  will  not  then  be  an  unna- 
tural supposition  to  consider  Ezekiel's  uncovering  of  his  arm,  when 
he  was  personating  the  Jewish  people  at  the  time  Jerusalem  was 
besieged,  as  the  exposing  the  bruises  of  lamentation  he  had  inflicted 
on  that  part.  Jerome  tells  us,  that  on  the  return  of  the  day  on 
which  Jerusalem  was  taken  by  the  Romans  and  demolished,  the 
Jews  annually  assembled  in  great  numbers,  many  of  them  decrepit 
0I4  women  and  aged  men  in  rags,  bearing  the  marks  of  God's  dis- 
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pleasure  both  in  their  persons  and  dress,  and  while  the  memorial 
of  the  death  and  resurrection  of  the  Lord  appeared  with  great 
splendour,  and  the  figure  of  the  cross  shone  on  the  top  of  Mount 
Olivet,  these  miserable  people  mourned  over  the  ruins  of  their 
temple ;  and  though  their  cheeks  were  covered  with  tears,  their 
arms  black  and  blue,  and  their  hair  all  in  disorder,  the  soldiers 
demanded  money  of  them  for  the  liberty  of  protracting  their 
lamentations  a  little  longer.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  413. 

ORIENTAL  TACITURNITY. 

Job  iii.  1.  After  this  opened  Job  his  mouth.'\  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, says  Mr.  Blackwell  (Inquiry  into  the  Life  of  Homer,  p.  43), 
that  the  Turks,  Arabians,  and  Indians,  and  in  general  most  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  East,  are  a  solitary  kind  of  people ;  they  speak 
but  seldom,  and  never  long  without  emotion.  Speaking  is  a 
matter  of  moment  among  such  people,  as  we  may  gather  firom  their 
usual  introductions :  for,  before  they  deliver  their  thoughts,  they 
give  notice  by  saying,  "  I  will  open  my  mouth ;"  as  here,  that  is, 
unloose  their  tongue.  It  is  thus  in  Homer,  Hesiod,  and  Orpheus : 
and  thus  also  Virgil : 

finem  dedit  ore  loqu'endi.        JEn*  vi.  75. 
He  made  an  end  of  speaking  with  his  mouth. 

ORIENTAL  TARGETS. 

1  Kings  x.  16.  Targets.']  The  middle  part  of  the  target  pro- 
jected in  a  sharpish  point,  as  some  of  the  shields  afterwards  used 
by  the  Greeks  and  Romans  did :  and  we  are  informed  by  the 
writers  on  their  military  affairs,  that  this  pointed  protuberance  was 
of  great  service  to  them,  not  only  in  repelling  or  glancing  off  mis- 
sive weapons,  but  in  bearing  down  their  enemies  :  whence  Martial 
has  this  allusion : 

In  torbam  incideris,  cunctos  umbone  repellet. 
In  crouds  his  pointed  boss  will  all  repel. 

ORIENTALS  LUSTRATED  THEIR  HOUSES  WITH  SULPHUR. 

Job  xviii.  15.  Brimstone  shall  be  scattered  upon  his  habita- 
tion.] Scheuchzer  (Physic.  Sacr.  vol.  iv.  p.  709)  is  of  opinion 
that  this  expression  refers  to  the  lustration  of  houses  with  sulphur, 
to  drive  away  daemons,  remove  impurity,  and  make  them  fit  to 
dwell  in  (Homer,  Od.  xxii.  prope finem):  but  others  think  it  is  to 
be  understood  of  the  burning  of  sulphur  in  houses  at  funerals,  to 
testify  and  exaggerate  mourning.  Livy  mentions  this  practice  as 
usual  amongst  the  Romans,  lib.  xxx.  c.  15. 

ORNAMENTS  OF  THE  FBET. 

Isaiah  iii.  16.  Making  a  tinkling  with  the  feet.]  Rauwolflf 
tells  us,  that  the  Arab  women,  whom  he  saw  in  going  down  the 
Euphrates,  wore  rings  about  their  legs  and  hands,  and  sometimes 
a  good  many  together,  which,  in  their  stepping,  slipped  up  and 
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down^  and  so  made  a  great  noise.  Sir  John  Chardin  says,  that 
**  in  Persia  and  Arabia  they  wear  rings  about  their  ancles^  which 
are  full  of  little  bells.  Children  and  young  girls  take  a  particular 
pleasure  in  giving  them  motion ;  with  this  view  they  walk  quick." 
(Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  385.)  Niebuhr  speaks  of  the  great  rings  which 
die  common  and  dancing  women  in  Egypt,  and  an  Arabian  woman 
of  the  desert/  wore  round  their  legs.     (Voyage  en  Arabic,  tom.  i. 

S.  133.)  It  appears  from  the  Koran,  that  the  Arabian  women  in 
[ahomet*s  time  were  fond  of  having  the  same  kind  of  ornaments 
noticed.  "  Let  them  not  (i.  e.  the  women)  make  a  noise  with  their 
feet,  that  the  ornaments  which  they  hide  may  hereby  be  discovered." 
(Sale's  Koracn,  cap.  xxiv.  p.  2dl,  note  d)  '^  Let  them  not  make  a 
noise  with  their  feety  &c.  by  shaking  the  rings  which  the  women 
in  the  East  wear  about  their  ankles,  and  which  are  usually  of  gold 
or  silver.  The  pride  which  the  Jewish  ladies  of  old  took  in  making 
a  tinkling  with  these  ornaments  of  the  feet,  is  (among  other  things 
of  that  nature)  severely  reproved  by  the  prophet  Isaiah." 

OSTENTATION  IN  ALMSGIVING  CENSURED. 

Matt.  vi.  4.  That  thine  alms  may  be  in  secretJ]  This  seems 
to  be  an  allusion  to  the  secret-chamber,  whither  money  was  brought 
privately  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  "  There  were  two  chambers 
in  the  sanctuary,  the  one  was  the  chamber  of  secrets,  and  the  other 
the  chamber  of  vessels ;  the  chamber  of  secrets  was  that  into  which 
pious  persons  put  in  secret ;  and  the  poor  children  of  good  men 
were  maintained  oiit  of  it  privately."  The  Jews  say  many  things 
in  favour  of  doing  alms  privately.  They  tell  us  that  "  R.  Jannai 
seeing  a  certain  man  give  a  piece  of  money  to  a  poor  man  publicly, 
said  to  him,  it  would  have  been  better  if  thou  hadst  not  given  him 
anything,  than  to  have  given  him  in  this. manner."  The  giving  of 
alms  to  the  poor  is  mentioned  by  Christ  before  prayer  to  God, 
because  it  was  usual  to  give  alms  before  prayer.     Gill,  in  loc. 

OVENS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  BLACK. 

Lam.  v.  10.  Our  skin  was  black  like  an  ovenJ]  Portable  ovens 
were  frequently  used  in  the  East,  and  were  part  of  the  ftirniture  of 
eastern  travellers.  These  ovens  appear  to  have  been  formed  of 
different  materials,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  several  owners. 
Those  that  are  alluded  to  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  when  describ- 
ing the  distresses  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  saying,  "  our 
skin  was  black  like  an  oven  because  of  the  terrible  famine,"  seem 
to  be  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  belonged  most  probably  to  the  ordi- 
nary class  of  travellers.  Nevertheless  there  were  others  of  a  far 
superior  nature,  even  of  very  valuable  metals.  Thus  we  are  in- 
formed from  an  Arabian  tale,  translated  in  1786  from  an  unpub- 
lished MS.  that  part  of  the  food  of  the  caliph  Vathek  on  his  travels 
was  delicate  cakes,  which  had  been  baked  in  silver  ovens.  St. 
Jerome  describes  an  eastern  oven  as  a  round  vessel  of  brass,  black- 
ened on  the  outside  by  the  surrounding  fire  which  heats  it  within. 
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M ATT,  vi.  28 — SO.  The  grass  of  thejield,  which  is  cast  into ' 
the  ovenJ]  Shaw  (Trav.  p.  86)  tells  us,  that  myrtle,  rosemary, 
and  other  plants  are  made  use  of  in  Barbary  to  heat  their  ovens. 
This  circumstance  gives  a  clear  comment  on  the  words  of  our 
Lord :  "  Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field  how  they  grow ;  they  toil 
not,  neither  do  they  spin  :  and  yet  I  say  unto  you,  that  even  Solo- 
mon in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these.  Where- 
fore if  God  so  clothe  the  grass  of  the  field,  which  to  day  is,  and 
to  morrow  is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not  much  more  clothe 
you,  O  ye  of  little  faith  r 

OX-GOAD  EXPLAINED. 

Judges  iii.  31.  And  after  him  was  Shamffar,  the  son  of  Anath,  • 
which  slew  of  the  Philistines  six  hundred  men  with  an  ox-goad,^ 
Mr.  Maundrell  (Journey,  at  Aprit  15)  has  an  observation  which 
at  once  explains  this  transaction,  and  removes  every  difiiculty  fi*om 
the  passage.  He  says,  "  the  country  people  were  now  every  where 
at  plough  in  the  fields,  in  order  to  sow  cotton.  It  was  observable, 
that  in  plowing  they  used  goads  of  an  extraordinary  size ;  upon  \ 

measuring  of  several,  I  found  them  about  eight  feet  long,  and  at  ^ 

the  bigger  end  six  inches  in  circumference.  They  were  armed  at 
the  lesser  end  with  a  sharp  prickle  for  driving  the  oxen,  and  at 
the  other  end  with  a  small  spade,  or  paddle  of  iron,  strong  and  % 

massy^  for  cleansing  the  plough  fi-om  the  clay  that  encumbers  it  in 
working.  May  we  not  fi'om  hence  conjecture,  that  it  was  with 
such  a  goad  as  one  of  these,  that  Shamgar  made  that  prodigious 
slaughter  related  of  him.  Judges  iii.  21.  I  am  confident  that  who- 
ever should  see  one  of  these  instruments,  would  judge  it  to  be  a 
weapon  not  less  fit,  perhaps  fitter,  than  a  sword  for  such  an  exe- 
cution. Goads  of  this  sort  I  saw  always  used  hereabouts,  and  also 
in  Syria ;  and  the  reason  is,  because  the  same  single  person  both 
drives  the  oxen,  and  also  holds  and  manages  the  plough ;  which 
makes  it  necessary  to  use  such  a  goad  as  is  above  described,  to 
avoid  the  incumbrance  of  two  instruments." 

OXEN  USED  IN  VARIOUS  WAYS  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

1  Chron.  xii.  40.  And  on  oxenJ]  Dandini  seems  to  have 
been  surprised  to  see  oxen  employed  to  carry  burthens  upon  their 
backs,  like  camels,  mules,  and  asses,  when  he  was  making  his  ob- 
servations on  the  customs  of  the  East  at  Tripoly  in  Syria ;  contrary 
to  the  old  saying, 

Optat  ephippia  bos  piger,  optat  arare  caballus. 

It. appears,  however,  to  have  been  a  very  ancient  practice.     Har- 
MER,  vol.  ii.  p.  465. 

pAlms  an  emblem  of  victory. 
Rev.  vii.  9.     And  palms  in  their  handsJ]     Conquerors  used  to 
carry  palm-tree  brancnes  in  their  hands  (A.  Gell.  Noct.  Att  1.  iii. 
c.  6).     Those  who  conquered  in  the  Grecian  combats  not  only 
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i  had  crowns  of  palm-tree  given  them,  but  carried  branches  of  it  in 

their  hands.  (Alex,  ab  Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  v.  c.  8.)  The 
Romans  did  the  same  in  their  triumphs.  They  sometimes  wore 
toga  palmata.  a  garment  with  the  figures  of  palm-trees  upon  it, 
which  were  interwoven  in  it.     Gill,  in  loc. 

PANIC  FEAR  DESCRIBED. 

1  Sam.  xiv.  15.  So  it  was  a  great  trembling.']  In  the  Hebrew 
it  is,  a  trembling  of  God,  that  is,  which  God  sent  upon  them.  This 
was  called  by  the  heathens  a  panic  fear  :  and,  as  it  was  thought 
to  come  fi-om  the  gods,  made  the  stoutest  men  quake.  So  Pindar 
excellently  expresses  it : 


Ey  yaf 


^uyofrai  »«i  TJaXhQ  0i«y.         Nehea,  ix.  63. 

*'  When  men  are  struck  with  divine  terrors,  even  the  children  of 
the  gods  betake  themselves  to  flight." 

parched  corn  VALUED  IN  THE  EAST. 

2  Sam.  xvii.  28.  Parched  corn.]  Parched  com  is  a  kind  of 
food  still  retained  in  the  East,  as  Hasselquist  informs  us.  "  On 
the  road  fi-om  Acre  to  Seide,  we  saw  a  herdsman  eating  his  dinner, 
consisting  of  half-ripe  ears  of  wheat,  which  he  roasted  and  eat  with 
as^ood  an  appetite  as  a  Turk  does  his  pillau.  In  Egypt  such 
food  is  much  eaten  by  the  poor,  being  the  ears  of  maize  or  Turk- 
ish wheat,  and  of  their  durra,  which  is  a  kind  of  millet.  When 
this  food  was  first  invented,  art  was  in  a  simple  state ;  yet  the  cus- 
tom is  still  continued  in  some  nations,  where  the  inhabitants  have 
not  even  at  this  time  learned  to  pamper  nature." 

PARENTAL  TUITION. 

Deut.  vi.  7.  And  thou  shall  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy 
children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thy  house.] 
Among  the  Chinese  moral  maxims  are  inculcated  by  the  aged  on 
the  younger  branches  of  the  family :  and  plain  sentences  of  morality 
are  nung  up  in  the  common  hall,  where  the  male  branches  of  the 
family  assemble.  This  appears  to  be  exactly  the  same  method  as 
was  practised  by  the  ancient  Hebrews  in  the  time  of  Moses.  See 
Macartney's  Embassy  to  China. 

Deut.  vi.  9.  Thou  shall  write  them  upon  the  posts  of  thy 
house,  and  on  thy  gates.]  Leo  of  Modena  (History  of  the  Jews, 
p.  i.  c.  2)  says,  that  in  his  time  the  Jews  continued  this  practice, 
writing  on  parchment  certain  passages  of  scripture,  which  they  roll 
up,  and  inscribe  with  the  name  of  Shaddai.  This  they  put  into  a 
piece  of  cane  or  other  hollow  wood,  and  fasten  to  the  doors  of 
their  houses,  and  of  each  particular  room  in  them ;  and  as  often 
as  they  go  in  and  out,  they  make  it  a  part  of  their  devotion  to 
touch  this  parchment,  and  kiss  it.     According  to  Huetius  (De- 
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monstratio  Evangelica^  p.  58),  other  nations  used  to  write  their 
laws  upon  their  gates. 

PARTY-COLOURED  VESTMENTS. 

2  Sam.  xiii.  18.  Garment  of  divers  colours,']  Party-coloured 
vestments  were  esteemed  honourable.  To  make  them,  many 
pieces  of  different  coloured  ribands  were  sewed  together.  (Shaw's 
Travels,  p.  228.)  Kings'  daughters  were  thus  arrayed.  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  91. 

11  PASCHAL  LAMB. 

ExoD.  xii.  3.     In  the  tenth  day  of  this  month  they  shall  take 
to  themselves  every  man  a  lamb  ;  ver.  6,  and  ye  shall  keep  it  up 
until  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  same  month,]     From-lience  it  ap- 
pears that  the  lamb  was  to  be  taken  &om  the  flock  four  days 
before  it  was  killed.     For  this  the  rabbies  assign  the  following 
reasons :  that  the  providing  of  it  might  not,  through  a  hurry  of 
business,  especially  at  the  time  of  their  departure  from  Egypt,  be 
neglected  till  it  was  too  late :  that  by  having  it  so  long  with  them 
before  it  was  killed,  they  might  have,  the  better  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving whether  there  were  any  blemishes  in  it :  and  by  having  it 
before  their  eyes  so  considerable  a  time,  might  be  more  effectually 
reminded  of  the  mercy  of  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt ;  and 
likewise  to  prepare  them  for  so  great  a  solemnity  as  the  approach- 
ing feast.     On  these  accounts  some  of  the  rabbies  inform  us  it  was 
customary  to  have  the  lamb  tied  these  four  days  to  their  bed-posts : 
a  rite  which  they  make  to  be  necessary  ai^d  essential  to  the  pass- 
over  in  all  ages.     Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  ii.  p.  187. 

ExoD.  xii.  9.     Eat  not  of  it  raw,  nor  sodden  with  water,  but 
roasted  with  fireJ]     The  prohibition  of  eating  it  raw,  for  which 
there  might  seem  to  be  little  occasion,  since  mankind  have  gene- 
rally abhorred  such  food,  is  understood  by  some  to  have  been 
given  in  opposition  to  the  barbarous  customs  of  the  heathens,  who 
in  their  feasts  of   Bacchus,  which,  according  to  Herodotus  and 
Plutarch,  had  their  original  in  Egypt,  used  to  tear  the  members  of 
living  creatures  to  pieces,  and  eat  them  raw.     It  is  observable, 
that  the  Syriac  version  renders  the  clause,  "  Eat  not  of  it  raw,  eat 
not  of  it  while  it  is  alive."  Spencer  de  Leg.  Heb.  1.  ii.  c.  4.  sect.  2. 
ExoD.  xii.  10.     That  which  remaineth  till  the  morning  ye  shall 
burn  with  fire,]     We  read  in  Macrobius  of  such  a  custom  amongst 
the  ancient  Romans  in  a  feast  called  Protervia,  where  the  manner 
was,  as  Flavianus  saith,  "  ut  si  quid  ex  epulis  superfuisset,  igne 
consumeretur ;"  that  if  any  thing  were  left  of  the  good  cheer,  it 
should  be  consumed  with  fire.   L.  ii.  Saturnal.  cap.  2.     Patrick, 
in  loc. 

passage  of  the  ISRAELITES  THROUGH  THE  RED  SEA  REFERRED  TO. 

Isaiah  xi.  15.     With  his  mighty  wind  shall  he  shake  his  hand 
over  the  river,  and  shall  smite  it  in  the  seven  streams,  and  make 
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men  go  over  dry-shod.]  Herodotus  (i.  189)  tells  a  story  of  his 
Cyrus  (a  very  different  character  from  that  of  the  Cyrus  of  the 
Scriptures  and  Xenophon)  which  may  somewhat  illustrate  this 
passage ;  in  which  it  is  said  that  God  would  inflict  a  kind  of  pu- 
nishment and  judgment  on  the  Euphrates^  and  render  it  fordable, 
by  dividiM  it  into  seven  streams.  "Cyrus  being  impeded  in  his 
march  to  Babylon  by  the  Gyndes,  a  deep  and  rapid  river  which 
falls  into  the  Tigris;  and  having  lost  one  of  his  sacred  white 
horses  that  attempted  to  pass  it,  was  so  enraged  against  the  river, 
that  he  threatened  to  reduce  it,  and  make  it  so  shallow  that  it 
should  be  easily  fordable  even  by  women,  who  should  not  be  up 
to  their  knees  in  passing  it.  Accordingly  he  set  his  whole  army 
to  work ;  and  cutting  three  hundred  and  sixty  trenches  from  both 
sides  of  the  river,  turned  the  waters  into  them,  and  drained  them 
off." 

PASSOVER  EXPLAINED. 

Exodus  xii.  S6,  S7.  Your  children  shall  say,  what  mean  ye 
bv  this  service  ?]  A  custom  obtained  among  the  Jews,  that  a 
child  should  ask  the  meaning  of  the  passover,  and  that  the  person 
who  presided  should  then  give  an  account  of  its  intent  and  origin, 
that  so  the  remembrance  of  God's  mercy  might  be  transmitted  to 
their  latest  posterity.  This  was  called  the  Declaration,  or  shoW" 
ing  forth. 

PATERNAL  POWER  OF  THE  HEBREWS. 

Neh.  V.  5.  fVe  bring  into  bondage  our  sons  and  our  daughters 
to  be  servants."]  As  to  me  paternal  power  of  the  Hebrews,  the  law 
gave  them  leave  to  sell  their  daughters,  Exod.  xxi.  7,  but  the  sale 
was  a  sort  of  marriage,  as  it  was  with  the  Romans.  Fathers  sold 
their  children  to  their  creditors,  Isaiah  1.  1,  and  in  the  time  of 
Nehemiah  the  poor  proposed  to  sell  their  children  for  something 
to  live  upon ;  and  others  bewailed  themselves  that  they  had  not 
wherewith  to  redeem  their  children  that  were  already  in  slavery. 
They  had  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  their  children,  Prov. 
xix.  18.  But  they  had  not  so  much  liberty  as  the  Romans,  to 
make  use  of  this  severe  privilege  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
magistrate.  The  law  of  God  oi5y  permitted  the  father  and  mother, 
after  they  had  tried  all  sorts  of  correction  at  home,  to  declare  to 
the  elders  of  the  city  that  their  son  was  stubborn  and  rebellious  ; 
and  upon  their  complaint  he  was  condemned  to  death  and  stoned. 
Deut.  xxi.  19.  The  same  law  was  in  force  at  Athens.  Fleury*s 
Hist  of  the  IsraeHtes,  p.  140. 

PAUL  A  DISCIPLE  OF  GAMALIEL. 

Acts  xxii.  3.  Brought  up  in  this  city  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,] 
With  respect  to  the  schools  among  the  cfews  it  should  be  observed, 
that,  besides  the  common  schools  in  which  children  were  taught 
to  read  the  law,  they  had  also  academies,  in  which  their  doctors 
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gave  comments  on  the  law,  and  taught  the  traditions  to  their  pupils. 
Of  this  sort  were  the  two  famous  schools  of  Hillel  and  Sammai, 
and  the  school  of  Gamaliel,  who  was  St  Paul's  tutor.  In  these 
seminaries  the  tutor's  chair  is  said  to  have  been  so  much  raised 
above  the  level  of  the  floor,  on  which  the  pupils  sat,  that  his  feet 
were  even  with  their  heads.  Hence  St.  Paul  says,  that  he  was 
brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel. 

PAUL  A  TENT-MAKER. 

Acts  xviii.  3.  Because  he  was  of  the  same  craft,  he  abode  with 
them,  and  wrought,  for  hy  their  occupation  they  were  tent-makers.'] 
It  was  a  received  custom  among  the  Jews  for  every  man,  of  what 
rank  or  quality  soever,  to  learn  some  trade  or  handy-craft;  one 
of  their  proverbial  expressions  is,  that  whoever  teaches  not  his  son 
a  trade  teaches  him  to  be  a  thief.  In  those  hot  countries,  where 
tents  (which  were  commonly  made  of  skins,  or  leather  sewed 
together,  to  keep  out  the  violence  of  the  weather)  were  used  not 
only  by  soldiers,  but  by  travellers,  and  .others  whose  business  re- 
quired them  to  be  abroad,  a  tent-maker  was  no  mean  or  unprofit- 
able employment  This  custom,  so  generally  practised  by  the 
Jews,  was  adopted  also  by  other  nations  in  the  East  Sir  Paul 
Rycaut  observes  that  the  grand  seignior,  to  whom  he  was  ambas- 
sador, was  taught  to  make  wooden  spoons.  The  intention  of  this 
usage  was  not  merely  amusement,  but  to  furnish  the  persons  so 
instructed  with  some  method  of  obtaining  their  living,  should  they 
ever  be  reduced  to  want  and  poverty. 

Paul's  appeal  to  c^sar. 

Acts  xxv.  11.  I  appeal  to  Ccesar."]  This  way  of  appealing 
was  firequent  among  the  Romans,  introduced  to  defend  and  secure 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  populace  from  the  unjust  encroach- 
ments and  over-rigorous  severities  of  the  magistrates.  In  cases  of 
oppression,  it  was  lawful  to  appeal  for  redress  and  rescue.  This 
practice  was  more  than  once  sanctioned  by  the  Valerian  laws. 
These  appeals  were  generally  made  in  writing,  by  appellatory  libels 
given  into  the  court,  and  containing  an  account  ot  the  appellant, 
the  person  against  whom,  and  firom  whose  sentence  he  appealed ; 
but  where  it  was  done  in  open  court,  it  was  enough  for  the  criminal 
verbally  to  declare  that  he  did  appeal.  In  great  and  weighty  cases, 
the  appeal  was  made  to  the  prince  himself,  whereupon,  not  only  at 
Rome,  but  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  every  proconsul  and 
governor  was  strictly  forbidden  to  execute,  scourge,  bind,  or  put 
any  badge  of  servility  upon  a  citizen,  or  any  that  had  the  privilege 
of  a  citizen,  who  had  made  his  appeal,  or  any  ways  to  hinder  him 
from  going  to  Rome  to  obtain  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  emperor. 
In  the  case  of  St  Paul,  the  privilege  of  appealing  seems  to  have 
been  so  fully  estabUshed  by  the  Roman  laws,  that  FestuS  durst 
not  deny  his  demand.    Stackhouse's  Hist  of  Bible,  vol.  ii.  p.  1567. 

Acts  xxvi,  1.     Then  Paul  stretched  forth  the  hand.]    Eisner 
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(Observ.  vol.  i.  p.  478)  shows  this  to  "have  been  este^ned  at  that 
time  a  very  decent  expression  of  an  earnestness  in  one  that  spoke 
in  public,  though  some  of  the  most  illustrious  Greek  orators  in 
earUer  ages,  such  as  Pericles,  Themistocles,  and  Aristides,  thought 
it  a  point  of  modesty  to  avoid  it :  but  this  was  the  effect  of  a  false 
taste ;  and  it  is  plain  the  eloquent  Demosthenes  often  used  the 
same  gesture  with  St.  Paul  here. 

Paul's  attachment  to  his  divine  master. 

Gal.  vi.  17.  /  hear  in  my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  JesusJ] 
Archbishop  Potter  thinks  (Archaeol.  Graeca,  vol.  ii.  p.  7)  that  the 
apostle  alludes  here  to  the  oriyfiaTa,  or  brands,  with  which  the 
Greeks  used  to  mark  those  that  were  appointed  to  serve  in  the 
wars,  lest  they  should  attempt  to  make  their  escape.  Doddridge 
says,  that  perhaps  the  reference  may  be  to  those  marks,  by  which 
the  votaries  of  particular  deities  were  distinguished.  Mr.  Black- 
wall  (Sacred  Classics,  vol.  ii.  p.  66)  considers  it  as  an  allusion  to 
an  Egyptian  custom,  according  to  which  any  man's  servant,  who 
fled  to  the  temple  of  Hercules,  and  had  the  sacred  brands  or  marks 
of  that  deity  impressed  upon  him,  was  supposed  to  be  under  his 
immediate  care  and  protection,  and  by  that  Jto  be  privileged  from 
all  violence  and  harsh  treatment. 

PAtTL  BEFORE  THE  COURT  OF  THE  AREOPAOITES. 

Acts  xvii.  32.  Then  Paul  stood  in  the  midst  of  Mars-hilL] 
The  court  of  the  Areopagites,  before  which  St.  Paul  was  now 
brought,  was  so  named  from  the  place  in  which  it  was  held,  being 
on  an  hill  not  far  from  the  city,  called  Areopagus.  This  court 
was  of  high  antiquity ;  it  was  instituted  before  the  time  of  Solon, 
but  when  is  uncertain.  It  is  also  equally  unknown  of  what  num- 
ber this  assembly  was  composed.  It  is  however  certain,  that  it 
was  the  most  sacred  and  venerable  tribunal  in  Greece.  They  were 
very  particular  in  examining  the  characters  of  such  persons  as  were 
admitted  members  of  it.  Any  evidence  of  intemperance  excluded 
from  the  office  ;  and  though  the  dignity  was  usually  held  for  life, 
yet  if  any  of  the  senators  were  convicted  of  immorality,  they  were 
expelled.  The  utmost  gravity  was  preserved  in  this  assembly, 
and  to  laugh  in  their  presence  was  an  unpardonable  act  of  levity. 
Demosthenes  tells  us,  that  so  impartial  were  they  in  their  proceed- 
ings, that  to  his  time  there  never  had  been  so  much  as  one  of  their 
determinations  of  which  there  had  been  any  just  reason  to  complain. 
Foreign  states  frequently  referred  to  their  decision.  They  had 
three  meetings  every  month ;  and  always  sat  in  the  open  air,  a 
custom  practised  in  all  the  courts  of  justice  that  had  cognizance  of 
murder.  They  heard  and  determined  all  causes  in  the  night,  and 
in  the  dark,  that  they  might  not  be  biassed  by  the  sight  of  either 
plaintiff  or  defendant. 

Paul's  lamentation  over  the  galatians. 

Gal.  iii.  1.   Who  hath  bewitched  you?"]  It  is  not  to  be  imagined 
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that  the  apostle,  by  the  use  of  this  expression,  gave  any  counte- 
nance to  the  popular  error  which  prevailed,  not  only  among  the 
heathens,  but  among  some  of  the  more  ignorant  and  superstitious 
christians — ^that  of  fascination,  or  bewitching  with  the  eye.  The 
language  of  the  apostle  is  only  a  strong  expression  of  surprise  at 
the  departure  of  the  Galatians*  from  the  purity  of  the  gospel.  It 
however  reminds  us  of  those  practices  of  the  heathens,  which  are 
spoken  of  by  various  writers.  They  believe  that  great  mischief 
might  ensue  from  an  evil  eye,  or  from  being  regarded  with  envious 
and  malicious  looks.  Pliny  relates  from  Isigonus,  that  "  among 
the  Triballians  and  lUyrians  there  were  certain  enchanters,  who 
with  their  looks  could  bewitch  and  kill  those  whom  they  beheld 
for  a  considerable  time,  especially  if  they  did  so  with  angry  eyes." 
(Nat  Hist.  lib.  vii.  cap.  2.) 
A  shepherd  in  Virgil,  says 

Nescio  quia  teneros  oculus  mihi  fascinat  agnos. 

Some  eyil  eyes  bewitch  my  tender  lambs. 

Eclog.  Hi.  lin.  103.  ' 

"  No  nation  in  the  world  is  so  much  given  to  superstition  as  the 
Arabs,  or  even  Mahometans  in  general.  They  hang  about  their 
children's  necks  the  figure  of  an  open  hand,  usually  the  right,  which 
the  Turks  and  Moors  paint  likewise  upon  their  ships  and  houses, 
as  a  counter-charm  to  an  evil  eye ;  for  five  is  with  them  an  unlucky 
number,  and  five  (meaning  their  fingers)  in  your  eyes  is  their  pro- 
verb of  cursing  and  defiance.  Those  of  riper  years  carry  with 
them  some  jparagraph  of  their  Koran,  which  they  place  upon  their 
breasts,  or  sew  under  their  caps,  to  prevent  fascination  and  witch- 
craft, and  to  secure  themselves  from  sickness  and  misfortunes. 
The  virtue  of  these  scrolls  and  charms  is  supposed  to  be  so  far 
universal,  that  they  suspend  them  even  upon  the  necks  of  their 
cattle,  horses,  and  other  beasts  of  burthen."  Shaw's  Trav.p.243. 

PEACOCKS  IMPORTED  BY  SOLOMON. 

1  Kings  x.  22.  Peacocks.l  Ellis,  in  Cook's  last  voyage, 
speaking  of  the  people  of  Otaheite,  says,  they  expressed  great  sur- 
prise at  the  Spaniards  (who  had  lately  made  them  a  visit)  because 
they  had  not  red  feathers  as  well  as  the  English  (which  they  had 
brought  with  them  in  great  plenty  from  the  Friendly  Isles),  for 
they  are  with  these  people  the  summum  bonum  and  extent  of  all 
their  wishes  (vol.  i.  p.  129).  As  these  islands  border  so  closely 
upon  Asia,  and  have  among  their  manners  and  customs  many  which 
bear  a  resemblance  to  those  of  the  Asiatics,  may  not  these  people's 
high  esteem  for  red  feathers  throw  some  light  upon  this  passage, 
where  we  find  peacocks  ranked  amongst  the  valuable  commodities 
imported  by  Solomon  ? 

PERFUMES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Sol.  Song  iii,  6.     fFho  is  this  that  comeih  out  of  the  wilder^' 
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ness  like  pillars  of  smoke,  perfumed  with  myrrh  and  frankincense?} 
The  use  of  perfumes  at  eastern  marriages  is  comonon^  and  upon 
great  occasions^  very  profiise.  Not  only  are  the  garments  scented 
till,  in  the  Psalmist's  language,  they  smell  of  "  m)nrrh,  aloes,  and 
cassia,"  but  it  is  customary  for  virgins  to  meet  and  lead  the  pro- 
cession with  silver-gilt  pots  of  perfiunes ;  and  sometimes  even  the 
air  around  is  rendered  fragrant,  by  the  burning  of  aromatics  in  the 
windows  of  all  the  houses  in  the  streets,  through  which  the  pro- 
cession is  to  pass.  In  the  present  instance,  so  liberally  were  these 
rich  perfumes  burnt,  that,  at  a  distance,  a  pillar,  or  pillars  of  smoke 
arose  from  them ;  and  the  perfume  was  so  rich  as  to  exceed  in 
value  and  fragrancy  all  the  powders  of  the  merchant  Lady 
M.  W.  Montague  confirms  the  foregoing  observations  in  the 
account  which  she  gives  of  the  reception  of  a  beautifrd  young 
Turkish  bride  at  the  bagnio ;  she  says  "  two  virgins  met  her  at  the 
door,  two  others  filled  silver-gilt  pots  with  perfumes,  and  began 
the  procession,  the  rest  following  in  pairs  to  the  nmnber  of  thirty. 
In  this  order  they  marched  round  the  three  large  rooms  of  the 
bagnio."  And  Maillet  (Lett,  v.)  describing  the  entrance  of  the 
ambassadors  of  an  eastern  monarch,  sent  to  propose  marriage  to 
an  Egyptian  queen,  into  the  capital  of  that  country,  tells  us,  "  the 
streets  through  which  they  passed  were  strewed  with  flowers ;  and 
precious  odours,  burning  in  the  windows  from  very  early  in  the 
morning,  embahned  the  air."     Harmer,  on  Sol.  Song,  p.  123. 

EzEK.  xvi.  18,  19.  And  thou  hast  set  mine  oil  and  mine  in" 
cense  before  them, — thov  hast  even  set  it  before  them  for  a  sweet 
savour,']  The  burning  of  perfiunes  is  now  practised  in  the  East 
in  times  of  feasting  and  joy ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  same  usage  obtained  anciently  in  those  countries.  Niebuhr 
(Voy.  en  Arabic,  vol.  i.  p.  307)  mentions  a  Mohammedan  festival, 
**  after  which  every  one  returned  home,  feasted,  chewed  kaad, 
burnt  fragrant  substances  in  his  house,  stretched  himself  at  length 
on  his  sofa,  and  lighted  his  kiddre,  or  long  pipe,  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  191. 

PERPETUAL  FIRE  ON  THE  ALTAR. 

Levit.  VI.  13.  The  fire  shall  ever  be  burning  upon  the  altar  ; 
it  shall  never  go  out.']  A  ceremony  remarkably  similar  to  this  in- 
stitution is  mentioned  by  Sir  W.  Jones,  in  his  discourse  on  the 
Persians.  "  The  Sagnicas,  when  they  enter  on  their  sacerdotal 
office,  kindle,  with  two  pieces  of  the  hard  wood  semi,  a  fire,  which 
they  keep  lighted  through  their  lives,  for  their  nuptial  ceremony, 
*  the  performance  of  solemn  sacrifices,'  the  obsequies  of  departed 
ancestors,  and  their  own  funeral  pile."  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  ii. 
p.  60. 

Levit.  vi.  13.  It  shall  never  go  out,]  This  circumstance  was 
so  famous,  that  it  was  imitated  by  the  Gentiles,  who  thought  it 
ominous  to  have  their  sacred  fire  go  out ;  and  therefore  appointed 
persons  to  watch  and  keep  it  pei-petually  burning.     The  great 
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business  of  the  vestal  virgins  at  Rome  was  to  look  after  what  was 
called  the  eternal  fire ;  imagining  that  the  extinction  of  it  purported 
the  destruction  of  the  city.  The  Greeks  also  preserved  an  inex- 
tinguishable fire  at  Delphi ;  so  did  the  Persians^  and  many  other 
people.  See  Bochart  Hieroz.  p.  i.  lib.  ii.  cap.  35,  the  Persians 
took  great  care  to  preserve  a  continual  fire.  Q.  Curtius^  giving 
an  account  of  the  march  of  Darius's  army,  says,  the  fire  which 
they  called  eternal  was  carried  before  them  on  silver  altars ;  the 
Magi  came  after  \t,  singing  h]nmis  after  the  Persian  manner ;  and 
three  hundred  and  sixty-nve  youths  clothed  in  scarlet  followed^ 
according  to  the  number  of  the  days  in  the  year. 

PERSEVERANCE    INCULCATED   AND   ENFORCED. 

Heb.  X.  35.  CcMt  not  away  therefore  your  confidenceJ]  By 
the  confidence  here  spoken  of  may  be  intended  a  profession  of 
fidth,  which  ought  to  be  bold  and  courageous,  firm  and  constant : 
or  it  may  signify  the  grace  of  faldi  in  its  ftdl  assurance,  which,  as 
a  spiritual  shield,  £^ph.  vi.  16,  ought  by  no  means  to  be  cast  away. 
It  was  reckoned  in&mous  in  soldiers  to  cast  away  or  lose  their 
shield :  with  the  Grecians  it  was  a  capital  crime,  and  punished 
with  death.  (Alex,  ab  Alexand.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  ii.  c.  13.)  Dr. 
Gill  apprehends  that  the  apostle  may  here  allude  to  this  circum- 
stance. 

PESTILENTIAL  EFFLUVI^E  COMMON  IN  EGYPT. 

Amos  iv.  10.  The  pestilence  after  the  manner  qfJEayptJ]  Abp. 
Newcome  says,  that  this  means  the  unwholesome  effluvia  on  the 
subsiding  of  the  Nile,  which  causes  some  peculiarly  malignant 
diseases  in  this  country.  Maillet  (Lett.  i.  p.  14),  says,  that  ''the 
air  is  bad  in  those  parts,  where,  when  the  inundations  of  the 
Nile  have  been  very  great,  this  river,  in  retiring  to  its  channel, 
leaves  marshy  places,  which  infect  the  country  round  about.  The 
dew  is  also  very  dangerous  in  Egypt'* 

PETER  AND  JOHN. 

John  xiii.  24.  Simon  Peter  therefore  beckoned  to  himJ]  Peter 
being  at  some  distance  fi:om  Christ,  beckoned  to  John  to  propose 
an  inquiry  to  him.  This  was  usually  done  at  meals,  when  they 
could  not,  by  reason  of  their  posture,  discourse  together.  This 
being  the  case,  they  made  signs  by  nodding  to  each  other.  Gill, 
in  loc. 

PHARISEES  THE  STRICTEST  SECT  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Acts  xxvi.  5.  After  the  straitest  sect  of  our  religion  I  lived  a 
phariseeJ]  The  pharisees  were  in  general  exceeding  rigid  and 
particular  in  all  the  ceremonies  which  they  professed  to  observe ; 
and  as  a  spirit  of  emulation  may  well  be  supposed  to  have  influ* 
enced  those  who  were  so  much  under  the  government  of  pride, 
they  would  certainly  endeavour  to  obtain  the  highest  degree  of 
supposed  sanctity.  It  appears  from  the  gospels  that  many  rigorous 
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severities  wer6  used  by  them ;  and  Witsius  assures  us,  that  they 
used  to  sleep  on  narrow  planks,  that  falling  down  from  them  they 
might  soon  be  awakened  to  prayer ;  and  that  others  lay  on  gravel, 
and  placed  thorns  so  near  them,  that  they  could  not  turn  without 
being  pricked  by  them,     Meletem,  cap.  i.  §  15. 

Matt.  ix.  14.  The  Pharisees  fast  oftJ\  These  are  not  the 
public  fasts,  but  the  private  ones,  which  are  referred  to.  These 
were  very  frequent :  for  besides  their  fasting  twice  a  week,  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays,  they  had  a  multitude  of  fasts  upon  divers 
occasions,  particularly  for  rain.  On  this  account  they  sometimes 
appointed  thirteen  fest  days.  They  observed  them  on  other  ac- 
coimts,  as  because  of  pestilence,  famine,  war,  sieges,  or  inunda- 
tions ;  sometimes  for  trifling  things,  as  for  dreams.     Gill,  in  loc. 

Matt,  xxiii.  5.  They  make  broad  their  phylacteries.^  These 
were  four  sections  of  the  law,  written  on  parchments,  folded  up  in 
the  skin  of  a  clean  beast,  and  tied  to  the  head  and  hand.  The 
four  sections  were  the  following : — Exod.  xiii.  2 — 1 1 ;  Exod.  xiii. 
11—17;  Deut.  vi.  4—10;  Deut.  xi.  1^—22.  Those  that  were 
for  the  head  were  written  and  rolled  up  separately,  and  put  in  four 
distinct  places  in  one  skin,  which  was  fastened  with  strings  to 
the  crown  of  the  head  towards  the  face. .  Those  that  were  for  the 
hands  were  written  in  four  columns  on  one  parchment,  which  being 
rolled  up,  was  fastened  to  the  inside  of  the  left  arm  between  the 
shoulder  and  the  elbow,  that  it  might  be  over  against  the  heart. 
Gill,  in  loc. 

Matt,  xxiii.  6.  And  love  the  uppermost  rooms  at  feasts,  and 
the  chief  seats  in  the  synagogues,^  Jarchi  on  this  passage  ob- 
serves, that  by  the  manner  of  sitting  it  was  known  who  was  the 
greatest.  With  the  Romans,  the  most  honourable  place  was  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  table.  Some  think  it  was  more  honourable 
to  sit  in  the  middle :  but  the  master  of  the  feast  sat  at  the  lower 
end :  and  to  senior  men,  who  were  venerable  with  age  or  excelled 
in  prudence  and  authority,  the  first  sitting  down  and  the  more 
honourable  place  were  given :  and  when  the  table  was  taken  away, 
they  used  to  rise  first.  (Alex,  ab  Alex.  Genial.  Dier.  1.  5.  c.  21.) 
The  middle  place  was  the  more  honourable  with  the  Numidians 
(Sallust.  Bell,  Jugurth.  p.  45),  and  also  with  the  Jews ;  and  this 
was  what  the  Pharisees  sought  for.  The  chief  seats  in  the  syna- 
gogue were  so  placed,  that  those  who  occupied  them  had  their 
faces  to  the  people :  the  Pharisees  therefore  coveted  them,  that 
they  might  be  in  full  view  of  all  who  were  present.     Gill,  in  loc. 

Matt,  xxiii.  14.  For  a  pretence  make  long  prayersJ]  Mai- 
monides  says,  "  the  ancient  saints  or  good  men  used  to  stay  an 
hour  before  prayer,  and  an  hour  after  prayer,  and  held  an  hour  in 
prayer."  This  being  done  three  times  a  day,  nine  hours  every 
day  were  spent  in  this  manner.  On  this  account  they  obtained 
the  character  of  very  devout  men,  and  hereby  covered  all  their 
oppression  of  the  poor.     Gill,  in  loc. 
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Matt,  xxiii,  15.  Ye  compass  sea  and  land  to  make  one  prose- 
lyte,'] This  assertion  is  greatly  illustrated  by  observing,  that  the 
zeal  of  the  Jews  in  making  proselytes,  even  at  Rome,  was  so  re- 
markable about  this  time,  that  it  became  almost  proverbial  among 
the  Romans.     Thus  Horace : 

veluti  te 
Judaei  cogemus  in  hanc  concedere  turbam. 

Lib.  i.  sat.  4. 1. 142. 

We,  like  the  Jews,  will  force  you  to  our  herd. 

PIECE  OF  AN  EAR. 

Amos  iii.  12.  A  piece  of  an  ear.]  It  seems  odd  to  mention 
this  as  what  a  shepherd  rescues  from  a  lion,  but  Russell  (Hist,  of 
Aleppo,  p.  53)  informs  us,  that  about  that  city  they  have  one  spe- 
cies of  goat  whose  ears  are  considerable  things,  being  often  a  foot 
long,  and  broad  in  proportion. 

PIECES   OF   BREAD. 

EzEK.  xiii.  19.  Pieces  of  bread.]  At  Algiers  they  have  pub- 
lic bakehouses  for  the  people  in  common,  so  that  the  women  only 
prepare  the  dough  at  home,  it  being  the  business  of  other  persons 
to  bake  it  Boys  are  sent  about  the  streets  to  give  notice  when 
they  are  ready  to  bake  bread ;  "  upon  this  the  women  within  come 
and  knock  at  the  inside  of  the  door,  which  the  boy  hearing  makes 
towards  the  house.  The  women  open  the  door  a  very  little  way, 
and  hiding  their  faces,  deliver  the  cakes  to  him,  which,  when 
baked,  he  brings  to  the  door  again,  and  the  women  receive  them 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  gave  them."  This  is  done  almost 
every  day,  and  they  give  the  boy  a  piece,  or  little  cake,  for  the 
baking,  which  the  baker  sells.  (Pitt's  Travels,  p.  65.)  This 
illustrates  the  account  of  the  false  prophetess  receiving  as  gratui- 
ties pieces  of  bread:  they  are  compensations  still  used  in  the 
East,  but  are  compensations  of  the  meanest  kind,  and  for  services 
of  the  lowest  sort.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  270. 

PIECES  OF  money  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

Gen.  xxxiii.  19.  An  hundred  pieces  of  money.]  There  is  very 
great  reason  to  believe  that  the  earliest  coins  struck  were  used 
both  as  weights  and  money :  and  indeed,  this  circumstance  is  in 
part  proved  by  the  very  names  of  certain  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
coins.  Thus  the  Attic  mina  and  the  Roman  libra  equally  signify 
a  pound;  and  the  orarijp  (stater)  of  the  Greeks,  so  called  from 
weighing,  is  decisive  as  to  this  point.  The  Jewish  shekel  was  also 
a  weight  as  well  as  a  coin  :  three  thousand  shekels,  according  to 
Arbuthnot,  being  equal  in  weight  and  value  to  one  talent.  This 
is  the  oldest  coin  of  which  we  any  where  read,  for  it  occurs,  Gen. 
xxiii.  16,  and  exhibits  direct  evidence  against  those  who  date  the 
first  coinage  of  money  so  low  as  the  time  of  Croesus  or  Darius, 
it  being  there  expressly  said,  that  Abraham  weighed  to  Ephron 
four  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  ^  current  money  with  the  mer- 
chant.'* 
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Having  considered  the  origin  and  high  antiquity  of  coined 
money^  we  proceed  to  consider  the  stamp  or  impression  which  the 
first  money  bore.  The  primitive  race  of  men  being  shepherds^ 
and  their  wealth  consisting  in  their  cattle^  in  which  Abraham  is 
said  to  have  been  rich,  for  greater  convenience  metals  were  sub- 
stituted for  the  commodity  itself.  It  was  natural  for  the  repre- 
sentative sign  to  bear  impressed  the  object  which  it  represented ; 
and  thus  accordingly  the  earliest  coins  were  stamped  with  the 
figure  of  an  ox  or  sheep.  For  proof  that  they  actually  did  thus 
impress  them,  we  can  again  appeal  to  the  high  authority  of  scrip- 
ture ;  for  there  we  are  informed  that  "  Jacob  bought  a  parcel  of  a 
field  for  an  hundred  pieces  of  money."  The  original  Hebrew, 
translated  pieces  of  money,  is  kesitoth,  which  signifies  lambs,  with 
the  figure  of  which  the  metal  was  doubtless  stamped.  Maurice's 
Indian  Antiquities,  vol.  vii.  p.  470. 

PIERCING  WORDS   PERSONIFIED. 

Isaiah  xlix.  2.  He  hath  made  my  mouth  like  a  sharp  sword.'] 
The  metaphor  of  the  sword  and  the  arrow  applied  to  powerful 
speech  is  bold,  but  just  It  has  been  employed  by  the  most  in- 
genious heathen  writers,  if  with  equal  elegance,  not  with  equal 
force.  It  is  said  of  Pericles  by  Aristophanes  (see  Cicero,  Epist. 
ad  Atticum,  xii.  6) : — 

To  Jtiyr^ov  tyiiarthuvrt  tm;  ax^ootfAtnit,    A  pud  Diod.  I.  xii. 

His  powerful  speech 
Pierced  the  hearer's  soul,  and  left  behind 
Deep  in  his  bosom  its  keen  point  infix'd. 

See  also  Pindar,  Olymp.  ii.  160.     Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc. 

Though  this  language  is  confessedly  figurative,  it  appears  never- 
theless to  have  been  derived  from  the  various  uses  to  which  the 
sword  is  applied,  as  an  offensive  or  defensive  weapon.  Amongst 
the  Tartars  a  similar  mode  of  expression  has  been  adopted.  Mon- 
tesquieu calls  them  the  most  singular  people  upon  earth,  but  says 
they  are  involved  in  a  political  slavery.  To  this  he  adds  in  a  note, 
that  when  a  khan  is  proclaimed,  all  the  people  cry,  that  his  word 
shall  be  as  a  sword.  (Spirit  of  Laws,  vol.  i.  p.  350.)  This  prac- 
tice sufficiently  accounts  for  the  use  of  the  word  in  a  metaphorical 
sense.  See  also  Psalm  Ivii.  4,  Ixiv.  3,  Iv.  21,  lix.  7,  Prov.  xii.  18, 
XXV.  18,  XXX.  14,  Eph.  vi.  17,  Heb.  iv.  12,  Rev.  i.  16,  ii.  16,  xix. 
15,  21. 

PILLAR  OF  CLOUD  AND  FIRE. 

ExoD.  xiii.  21.  The  Lord  went  before  them  by  day  in  a  pillar 
of  a  cloud,  to  lead  them  the  way;  and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of 
fire,  to  give  them  light.']  Xenophon,  in  his  Lacedaemonian  repub- 
lic, describing  the  march  of  a  Spartan  king  when  he  goes  out  to 
war,  mentions  a  servant  or  officer  under  the  name  of  fire-carrier, 
who  went  before  him  with  fire  taken  from  the  altar,  at  which  he 
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had  just  been  sacrificing^  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Spartan  terri- 
tory^ where^  sacrificing  again^  and  then  proceedings  a  fire,  kindled 
likewise  from  this  latter  sacrifice,  goes  before  him,  without  ever 
being  extmguished. 

PILLAR  OF  SALT  EXPLAINED. 

Gen.  xix.  26.  A  pillar  of  saltJ]  Or,  as  some  understand  it, 
an  everlasting  monument,  whence,  perhaps,  the  Jews  have  given 
her  the  name  of  Adith  (Pirke  Elieser,  cap.  25),  because  she  re- 
mained a  perpetual  testimony  of  God's  just  displeasure.  For  she 
standing  still  too  long,  some  of  that  dreadfiil  shower  of  brimstone 
and  fire  overtook  her,  and  falling  upon  her,  wrapped  her  body  in 
a  sheet  of  nitro-sulphureous  matter,  which  congealed  into  a  crust 
as  hard  as  stone,  and  made  her  appear  like  a  pillar  of  salt,  her 
body  being  as  it  were  candied  in  it.  Kimchi  calls  it  a  heap  of 
salt ;  which  the  Hebrews  say  continued  for  many  ages.  Their 
conjecture  is  not  improbable,  who  think  the  fable  of  Niobe  was 
derived  hence;  who,  the  poets  feign,  was  turned  into  a  stone 
upon  her  excessive  grief  for  the  death  of  her  children.  Patrick, 
in  loc. 

PILLOW  OF  goat's  HAIR  EXPLAINED. 

1  Sam.  xix.  13.  And  Michal  took  an  image ,  and  laid  it  in  the 
bed,  and  put  a  pillow  of  goafs  hair  for  its  bolster^]  A  kind  of 
net  of  goat's  hair  placed  before  the  teraphim  is  what  is  here 
meant.  Such  a  net  Dr.  Shaw  (Travels,  p.  221,  2nd  edit.)  says, 
is  "  a  close  curtain  of  gauze  or  fine  linen,  used  all  over  the  East  by 
people  of  better  fashion,  to  keep  out  the  flies."  That  they  had 
such  anciently  cannot  be  doubted.  Thus,  when  Judith  had  be- 
headed Holofernes  in  his  bed,  she  pulled  down  the  "mosquito 
net,  wherein  he  did  lie  in  his  drunkenness,  firom  the  pillars." 
Judith  xiii.  9,  15.  So  Horace,  speaking  of  the  Roman  soldiers 
serving  under  Cleopatra  queen  of  Egypt,  says, 

Interque  signa  (turpe  !)  militaria 

Sol  aspicit  Conopcum*  Epod.  iz.  15. 

Amidst  the  Roman  eagles  Sol  suiveyM 

(O  shame !)  th*  Egyptian  canopy  displayed.        IE'rancis. 

PLACE   OF   THE   SAVIOUR's    BIRTH. 

Luke  ii.  7.  And  laid  him  in  a  manger.']  A  grotto  or  cave 
must,  to  them  that  live  in  tents,  be  the  most  convenient  stable 
they  could  have :  nor  would  it  be  a  despicable  advantage  to  those 
who  Uve  in  more  fixed  habitations.  There  is  nothing  then  impro- 
bable in  the  tradition,  that  our  Lord,  who  was  confessedly  bom 
in  a  stable,  was  born  in  a  grotto  in  or  very  near  the  city  of  Beth- 
lehem. Natural  or  artificial  grottos  are  very  common  in  the*  east- 
ern countries,  particularly  in  Judaea,  and  are  often  used  for  their 
cattle.  Pococke  observes  (Trav.  vol.  ii.  p.  48),  "  there  were  three 
uses  for  grottos ;  for  they  served  either  for  sepulchres,  cisterns. 
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or  as  retreats  for  herdsmen  and  their  cattle  m  bad  weather^  and 
especially  in  the  winter  nights."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  107. 

PLACES  OF  DRAWING  WATER. 

Judges  v.  11.  They  that  are  delivered  from  the  noise  of 
archers  in  the  places  m/  drawing  water. '\  Shaw  mentions  (Travels, 
p.  20)  a  beautiful  rill  in  Barbary,  which  is  received  into  a  large 
bason  called  shrub  we  krub  (drink  and  away),  there  being  great 
danger  of  meeting  there  with  rogues  and  assassins.  If  such 
places  be  proper  for  the  lurking  of  murderers  in  times  of  peace, 
they  must  be  suitable  to  lie  in  ambush  in  times  of  war ;  a  circum- 
stance that  Deborah  takes  notice  of  in  her  song.  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  235. 

PLACES  OF  sepulture  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Jer.  xlix.  3.  Lament,  and  run  to  and  fro  by  the  hedges."]  The 
places  of  burial  in  the  East  are  without  their  cities,  as  well  as 
their  gardens,  and  consequently  their  going  to  them  must  often  be 
by  their  garden  walls,  not  hedges.  The  ancient  warriors  of  dis- 
tinction, who  were  slain  in  battle,  were  carried  to  the  sepulchres 
of  their  fathers ;  and  the  people  oft«n  went  to  weep  over  the 
graves  of  those  whom  they  would  honour.  These  observations 
put  together  sufficiently  account  for  this  passage.  Harmer,  vol. 
1.  p.  464. 

PLAGUES  OF  EGYPT. 

ExoD.  ix.  8.     And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses  and  unto  Aaron, 
take  to   you  handfuls  of  ashes  of  the  furnace,  and  let  Moses 
sprinkle  them  towards  the  heaven  in  the  sight  of  Pharaoh^     '*  It 
is  said,  that  when  this  evil  was  to  be  brought  upon  the  Egyptians, 
Aaron  and  Moses  were  ordered  to  take  ashes  of  the  ftirnace,  and 
Moses  was  to  scatter  them  up  towards  heaven,  that  they  might  be 
wafted  over  the  face  of  the  country.     This  mandate  was  very  de- 
terminate, and  to  the  last  degree  significant.     The  ashes  were  to 
be  taken  from  that  fiery  ftirnace  which  in  the  scriptures  was  used 
as  a  type  of  the  Israelites'  slavery,  and  of  all  the  cruelty  which 
they  experienced  in  Egypt.     The  process  has  still  a  farther  allu- 
sion to  an  idolatrous  and  cruel  rite,  which  was  common  among 
the  Egyptians,  and  to  which  it  is  opposed  as  a  contrast.     They 
had  several  cities  styled  Typhonian,  such  as  Heliopolis,  Idithyia, 
Abarei,  and  Busiris ;  in  these,  at  particular  seasons,  they  sacrificed 
men.     The  objects  thus  destined  were  persons  of  bright  hair,  and 
a  particular  complexion,  such  as  were  seldom  to  be  foimd  amongst 
the  native  Egyptians.  Hence  we  may  infer  that  they  were  foreign- 
ers ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  while  the  Israelites  resided  in  Egypt, 
they  were  chosen  fi*om  their  body :  they  were  burnt  alive  upon  an 
high  altar,  and  thus  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  the  people.    At  the 
close  of  the  sacrifice  the  priests  gathered  together  the  ashes  of 
these  victims,  and  scattered  them  upwards  in  the  air  ;  I  presume 
with  this  view,  that  where  any  atom  of  this  dust  was  wafted,  a 
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blessing  might  be  entailed.  The  like  was  done  by  Moses  with 
the  ashes  of  the  fiery  furnace,  but  with  a  different  intention  ;  they 
were  scattered  abroad,  that  where  any  the  smallest  portion 
alighted  it  might  prove  a  plague  and  a  curse  to  this  ungrateful, 
cruel,  and  infatuated  people.  Thus  there  was  a  designed  con- 
trast in  these  workings  of  providence,  an  apparent  opposition  to 
the  superstitions  of  the  times."     Bryant  on  the  rlagues  of 

POETRY  AND  MUSIC,  ANCIENT  METHODS  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

Deut.  xxxi.  19.  Put  it  in  their  mouthJ]  That  is,  skys  Bp. 
Patrick,  that  they  might  sing  it,  and  thereby  preserve  it  in  their 
memory.  It  was  always  thought  the  most  profitable  way  of  in- 
structing people,  and  communicating  things  to  posterity,  to  put 
them  into  verse.  Aristotle  (probl.  28.  sec.  19)  says,  that  people 
anciently  sung  their  laws,  and  that  the  Agathyrsi  continued  to  do 
so  in  his  days.  The  laws  of  Charondas,  as  Athenaeus  informs  us 
out  of  Hermippus,  were  sung  at  Athens  over  a  glass  of  wine,  and 
were  therefore  written  in  some  sort  of  verse.  TuUy  also  reports, 
that  it  was  the  custom  among  the  old  Romans  to  have  the  virtues 
and  praises  of  famous  men  sung  to  a  pipe  at  their  feasts.  This 
he  apprehends  they  learned  fi:om  the  ancient  Pythagoreans  in 
Italy ;  who  were  accustomed  to  deliver  verses  containing  those 
precepts  which  were  the  greatest  secrets  in  their  philosophy,  and 
composed  the  minds  of  the  scholars  to  tranquillity  by  songs  and 
instniments  of  music. 

POISONED  ARROWS  OF  ANCIENT  DATE. 

Job  vi.  4.  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me^  the 
poison  whereof  drinketh  up  my  spirit J\  It  appears  that  the  art  of 
poisoning  arrows  was  very  ancient  in  Arabia.  The  venenatae 
sagittae,  poisoned  arrows,  of  the  ancient  Mauri  or  Moors  in 
Africa,  are  mentioned  by  Horace  (lib.  i.  ode  22,  line  3),  and  we 
are  informed  that  "  the  Africans  were  obliged  to  poison  their  ar- 
rows, in  order  to  defend  themselves  from  the  wild  beasts  with 
which  their  country  was  infested.  This  poison,  Pliny  tells  us, 
was  incurable."  (Dacier'g  and  Francis's  note.)  And  that  poi- 
soned arrows  were  anciently  used  by  other  nations,  besides  the 
Mauri,  may  be  seen  in  Grotius,  de  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis  (lib.  iii. 
cap.  4,  §  16) ;  in  Freinshemius's  note  on  Curtius  (lib.  ix.  cap.  8, 
§  20);  in  Justin  (lib.  xii.  cap.  10,  §  2);  and  Berneccerus's  note 
there  ;  and  in  Virgil  {Mn.  xii.  lin.  857.) 

But  perhaps  no  passage  in  any  heathen  author  so  clearly  shows 
the  antiquity  and  make  of  poisoned  arrows,  as  what  we  read  in 
Homer  concerning  Ulysses,  that  he  went  to  Ephyra,  a  city  of 
Thessaly,  in  order  to  procure  "  deadly  poison  for  smearing  his 
brazen-pointed  arrows,"  from  Ilus,  the  son  of  Mermerus,  who  is 
said  to  nave  been  descended  from  Medea  and  Jason.  Odyss.  i. 
line  260. 
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POLICY  OF  THE   PHILISTINES. 

1  SAM«xiii.  19,20.  Now  there  was  no  smith  found  throughout  all 
the  land  of  Israel,  for  the  Philistines  said,  lest  the  Hebrews  make 
them  swords  or  spears :  but  all  the  Israelites  went- down  to  the 
Philistines  to  sharpen  every  man  his  shared]  The  policy  of  the 
Philistines  has  been  imitated  in  modern  times.  ^^  Mulei  Ismael 
went  farther  towards  a  total  reduction  of  these  parts  of  Africa 
than  his  predecessors  had  done.  Indeed  the  vigorous  Mulei  Ra- 
shid,  his  brother  and  predecessor,  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
absoluteness ;  but  was  cut  off  in  the  height  of  his  vigour,  his 
horse  running  away  with  him  in  so  violent  a  manner,  that  he 
dashed  out  his  brains  against  a  tree.  But  this  sheriff  brought 
multitudes  of  sturdy  Arabs  and  Africans,  who  used  to  be  courted 
by  the  kings  of  Morocco,  Fez,  &c.  to  such  a  pass,  that  it  was  as 
much  as  all  their  lives  were  worth  to  have  an/weapon  in  a  whole 
dowar  (moveable  village,  or  small  community)  more  than  one 
knife,  and  that  without  a  point,  wherewith  to  cut  the  throat  of 
any  sheep  or  otlier  creature,  when  in  danger  of  dying,  lest  it 
should  ji^  as  they  call  it,  i.  e.  die  with  the  blood  in  it,  and  become 
unlawful  for  food."     Morgan's  Hist,  of  Algiers,  p.  196. 

POLLUTED   GARMENTS   EXPLAINED. 

JuDE  23.  Hating  even  the  garment  spotted  by  the  flesh.'\ 
In  all  holy  worship  their  clothes  were  to  be  without  spots  or 
stains,  loose  and  unbound.  If  they  had  been  touched  by  a  dead 
body,  or  struck  by  thunder,  or  any  other  way  polluted,  it  was  un- 
law&l  for  the  priest  to  officiate  in  them.  The  purity  of  the  sacer- 
dotal robes  is  frequently  insisted  on  in  the  poets : 

Casta  placent  superis ;  purk  cum  veste  venito. 

Potter's  Archaeol.  Graec.  vol.  i.  p.  224f. 

POSTURE  OF  THE  JEWS  AT  THE  PASSOVER. 

Matt.  xxvi.  20.  He  sat  down  with  the  twelve,"]  Or  lay  down, 
as  the  word  signifies ;  for  the  posture  of  the  Jews  at  the  passover 
table  especially,  was  not  properly  sitting,  but  reclining  or  lying 
along  on  couches  on  their  left  side.  This  posture  was  reckoned 
so  necessary,  that  it  is  said,  "  the  poorest  man  in  Israel  might 
not  eat  until  he  lies  along."  This  was  to  be  done  in  the  manner 
of  free  men,  in  remembrance  of  their  liberty  One  of  the  Jewish 
writers  says,  "we  are  bound  to  eat  lying  along,  as  kings  and  great 
men  eat,  because  it  is  a  token  of  liberty."  This  custom  was  uni- 
formly observed  at  the  passover.     Gill,  in  loc. 

POTTER  AND  HIS  WHEELS  REFERRED  TO. 

jER.^xviii.  3.  Then  I  went  down  to  the  patterns  house,  and 
behold  he  wrought  a  work  on  the  wheels.]  The  original  word 
means  stones  rather  than  wheels.  Dr.  Blayney,  in  a  note  on  this 
passage,  says,  "the  appellation  will  appear  very  proper,  if  we 
consider  this  machine  as  consisting  of  a  pair  of  circular  stones. 
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placed  one  upon  another  like  mill-stones^  of  which  the  lower  was 
immoveable,  but  the  upper  one  turned  upon  the  foot  of  a  spindle, 
or  axis,  and  had  motion  commimicated  to  it  by  the  feet  of  the 
potter  sitting  at  his  work,  as  may  be  learned  from  Ecclus.  xxxviii. 
29.  Upon  the  top  of  this  upper  stone,  which  was  flat,  the  clay 
was  placed,  which  the  potter,  having  given  the  stone  the  due 
velocity,  formed  into  shape  with  his  han(fe.'* 

POURING  WATER  ON  THE  HANDS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES.. 

2  Kings  iii.  11.  Who  poured  water  on  the  hands  of  Elijah^ 
This  was  a  part  of  the  service  which  Elisha  performed  to  his 
master.  We  read  of  it  in  other  instances.  Pitts  tells  us  (p.  24), 
"  the  table  being  removed,  before  they  rise  (from  the  ground 
whereon  they  sit)  a  servant,  who  stands  attending  on  them  with  a 
cup  of  water  to  give  them  drink,  steps  into  the  middle,  with  a 
bason,  or  copper  pot  of  water,  somewhat  like  a  coflPee-pot,  and 
a  little  soap,  and  lets  the  water  run  upon  their  hands  one  after 
another,  in  order  as  they  sit."  Mr.  Hanway,  speaking  of  a  Per- 
sian supper,  says  (Trav.  vol.  i.  p.  223),  **  supper  being  now 
brought  in^  a  servant  presented  a  bason  of  water,  and  a  napkin 
hung  over  his  shoulders ;  he  went  to  every  one  in  the  company, 
and  poured  water  on  their  hands  to  wash."  See  also  Homer 
Odyss.  iv.  216.    Virgil,  Mn.  i.  line  705. 

PRACTICE  OF  INSOLVENTS  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

1  Sam.  xxii.  2.  And  every  one  that  was  in  debt  J]  It  appears 
to  have  been  usual  in  ancient  times  for  such  persons  as  are  de- 
scribed in  this  verse  to  devote  themselves  to  the  perpetual  service 
of  some  great  man.  The  Gauls  in  particular  are  remarked  for 
this  practice.  ^^  Plerique,  cum  aut  aere  alieno,  aut  magnitudine 
tributorum,  aut  injuria  potentiorum  premantur,  sese  in  servitutem 
dicant  nobilibus,"  &c.     Caesar  de  Bello  Gall.  lib.  vi.  cap.  13. 

PRAYING  THRICE  A  DAY  COMMON  AMONG  THE  PIOUS  JEWS. 

PsALM  Iv.  17.  Evening,  and  morning,  and  at  noon  I  will  pray. 1 
The  frequency  and  the  particular  seasons  of  prayer  are  circum- 
stances chiefly  connected  with  the  situation  and  disposition  of  such 
as  habituate  themselves  to  this  exercise.  But  from  a  singular  con- 
formity of  practice  in  persons  remote  both  as  to  age  and  place,  it 
appears  probable  that  some  idea  must  have  obtained  generally, 
that  it  was  expedient  and  acceptable  to  pray  three  times  every 
day.  Such  was  the  practice  of  David,  a,nd  also  of  Daniel  (see  ch. 
vi.  10),  and  as  a  parallel,  though,  as  far  as  connected  with  an 
idolatrous  system,  a  different  case,  we  are  informed  that  ^'  it  is  an 
invariable  rule  with  the  Brahmins  to  perform  their  devotions  three 
times  every  day  :  at  sun-rise,  at  noon,  and  at  sun-set."  Maurice's 
Indian  Antiquities,  vol.  v.  p.  129. 

PREPARATION  FOR  A  PRECIPITATE  FLIGHT. 

2  Kings  vii.  10.  Horses  tied  and  asses  tied.']  From  the  cir- 
cumstances recorded  concerning  the  flight  of  the  Syrians,  it  ap- 
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pears  to  have  been  remarkably  precipitate.  That  they  were  not 
altogether  unprepared  for  a  hasty  departure  may  be  inferred  from 
comparing  this  passage  with  the  following  extract  (from  Memoirs 
relative  to  Egypt,  p.  300)  :  "  As  soon  as  the  Arabs  are  apprehen- 
sive of  an  attack,  they  separate  into  several  small  camps,  at  a 
great  distance  from  each  other,  and  tie  their  camels  to  the  tents, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  move  off  at  a  moment's  notice.'*  Such  a  pre- 
caution is  not  probably  peculiar  to  the  modern  Arabs,  but  might 
be  adopted  by  the  Syrian  army.  If  this  was  the  case,  it  shows 
with  what  great  fear  God  filled  their  minds,  that  though  prepared 
as  usual  for  a  quick  march,  they  were  not  able  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantage,  but  were  constrained  to  leave  every  thing  behind 
as  a  prey  to  their  enemies. 

PREPARED  SEATS, 

Job  xxix.  7.  I  prepared  my  seat  in  the  street.']  Sitting  upon 
a  cushion  is  an  expression  of  honour ;  and  preparing  a  seat  for  a 
person  of  distinction  seems  to  mean,  laying  things  of  this  kind  on 
a  place  where  such  a  one  is  to  sit.  Chardin  says,  '^  it  is  the  cus- 
tom of  Asia  for  persons  in  common  not  to  go  into  the  shops  of 
that  country,  which  are  mostly  small,  but  there  are  wooden  seats 
on  the  outside,  where  people  sit  down ;  and  if  it  happens  to  be  a 
man  of  quality,  they  lay  a  cushion  there.  The  people  of  quality 
cause  carpets  and  cushions  to  be  carried  every  where  that  they 
like,  in  order  to  repose  themselves  upon  them  more  agreeably." 
It  is  then  extremely  natural  to  suppose  that  Job  sent  his  servants 
to  lay  a  cushion  or  a  carpet  upon  one  of  the  public  seats,  or  some 
such  place.  Eli's  seat  by  the  way  side  (1  Sam.  iv.  13)  was  a 
seat  adorned,  we  may  believe,  after  the  same  manner.  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  59. 

presenting  gifts. 

1  Sam.  ix.  7.  A  present.']  Presenting  gifts  is  one  of  the  most 
universal  methods  of  doing  persons  honour  in  the  east.  Maundrell 
(Journey,  p.  26)  says,  "Thursday,  March  11,  this  day  we  all 
dined  at  Consul  Hastings's  house,  and  after  dinner  went  to  wait 
upon  Ostan,  the  bassa  of  Tripoli,  having  first  sent  our  present, 
as  the  manner  is  among  the  Turks,  to  procure  a  propitious  recep- 
tion. It  is  counted  uncivil  to  visit  in  this  country  without  an 
offering  in  hand.  All  great  men  expect  it  as  a  kind  of  tribute 
due  to  their  character  and  authority,  and  look  upon  themselves  as 
affronted,  and  indeed  defrauded,  when  this  compliment  is  omitted. 
Even  in  familiar  visits  amongst  inferior  people,  you  shall  seldom 
have  them  come  without  bringing  a  flower,  or  an  orange,  or  some 
other  such  token  of  their  respect  to  the  person  visited ;  the  Turks 
in  this  point  keeping  up  the  ancient  oriental  custom  hinted  1  Sam. 
ix.  7.  *  If  we  go  (says  Saul)  what  shall  we  bring  the  man  of 
God  ?  there  is  not  a  present,'  &c. ;  whicli  words  are  questionless 
to  be  understood  in  conformity  to  this  eastern  custom,  as  relating 
to  a  token  of  respect,  and  not  a  price  of  divination."    To  this  ac- 
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Count  it  may  be  added,  that  when  Lord  Madartfiey  had  his  in« 
terview  with  the  Emperor  of  Ghina^  in  his  embassy  to  that  princei 
in  1793,  the  receiving  and  returning  of  presents  made  a  considera« 
bie  part  of  the  ceremony. 

1  Sam.  ix.  7.  There  is  not  a  present  to  bring  to  the  man  of 
Ovdnl  Presents  of  some  kind  or  other  are  the  regular  introducers 
of  one  party  to  another  in  the  East.  Pococke  tells  us  of  a  present 
of  fifly  radishes.  Bruce  relates,  that  in  order  to  obtain  a  favour 
from  nim,  he  received  a  very  inconsiderable  present*  ^'  I  mention 
this  trifling  circumstance^'*  he  says,  "to.  show  how  essential  to 
humane  and  civil  intercourse  presents  are  considered  to  be  in  the 
Bast :  whether  it  be  dates,  or  whether  it  be  diamonds,  they  are 
60  much  a  part  of  their  manners,  that  without  them  an  inferior 
,will  never  be  at  peace  in  his  own  mind,  or  think  that  he  has  hold 
of  his  superior  for  his  protection.  But  superiors  give  no  presents 
to  their  inferiors."    Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  68* 

Psalm  Ixxii.  10.  The  kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  the  Isles  shall 
bring  presents^]  Presents  were  sometimes  made  as  an  acknow-* 
ledgment  of  inferiority  and  subjection.  They  were  a  kind  of 
tribute  from  those  who  made  to  those  who  received  them  :  in  this 
light  we  are  doubtless  to  understand  those  spoken  of  in  this  verse* 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^. 

PRICE  OF  Btooi). 

Matt,  xxvii.  6.  The  price  of  blood*']  It  was  a  custom  among 
the  Jews,  imitated  by  the  first  Christians,  that  it  should  not  be 
lawful  for  executioners  to  offer  any  things  or  for  any  alms  to  be 
received  from  them.  This  was  also  the  case  with  money  that 
came  out  of  the  publican*s  or  quaestor's  exchequer*  No  money 
obtained  by  the  blood  or  life  of  another  was  fit  to  be  received  or 
put  into  the  treasury.  The  field  that  was  bought  with  it  was  called 
*' the  field  of  blood." 

PRIESTLY  ABLUTIONS. 

ExoD.  XXX*  19.  For  Aaron  and  his  sons  shall  wash  their  hands 
and  their  feet  thereat,"]  The  care  which  was  taken  respecting 
ablutions  in  general,  and  with  regard  to  sacrifices  in  particular^ 
was  not  confined  to  the  Jews  ;  it  is  to  be  observed  also  amongst 
the  Gentiles.  There  are  numerous  passages  of  Homer  which 
clearly  evince  this.  Speaking  of  the  great  sacrifice  that  was  pre- 
paring to  be  offered  for  appeasing  Apollo,  he  says, 

Upon  which  words  Eustathius  observes,  it  was  the  ancient  custom, 
before  they  sacrificed,  to  wash  their  hands,  for  that  none  but  those 
who  were  clean  and  pure  might  meddle  with  sacred  things. 

Psalm  xxvi.  6.  /  toill  wash  my  hands  in  innocence,  so  will  I 
compass  thine  altar,  0  LordJ]  It  was  usual  for  the  priests  to  go 
round  the  altar,  when  they  had  laid  the  sacrifice  upon  it,  and 
bound  it  to  the  horns  of  it  at  the  four  cornersi  and  there  sprinkled 
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and  poured  out  the  bloody  Ps.  xliii.4.  in  order  to  which  they  washed 
their  hands.  In  the  worship  of  the  heathen,  the  same  ceremony 
was  performed  before  the  commencement  of  the  service;  so 
TibuUus : 

PuiA  cum  veste  venite, 

£t  manibus  puris  sumite  fontis  aquam.  Lib*  ii.  £L  i.  13. 

But  come«  ye  pure,  in  spotless  garbs  array'd, 

For  you  the  solemn  festival  is  made  : 

Come,  follow  thrice  the  yictim  round  the|lands. 

In  running  water  purify  your  bands«  Graingea* 

PRINCELY  HONOURS  REFERRED  TO, 

Psalm  xlv.  9,  Kingi  daughters  were  among  thy  honourable 
women;  upon  thy  right  hand  did  stand  the  queen  in  gold  of 
Ophir.^  It  was  the  custom  anciently  in  the  East,  and  it  is  still 
among  the  Turkish  princes,  to  have  one  among  their  many  wives 
superior  to  all  the  rest  in  dignity.  Lady  M.  W.  Montagu  tells 
us  (vol.  ii.  p.  156.),  that  she*  learnt  from  the  Sultana  Hafiten, 
favourite  of  the  late  emperor  Mustapha,  that  the  first  those  princes 
made  choice  of,  was  always  after  the  first  in  rank,  and  not  the  mo- 
ther of  the  eldest  son,  as  other  writers  would  make  us  believe. 
See  also  2  Chron.  xi.  2\,  22.     2  Chron.  xv.  16. 

PRINCELY  SECLUSION. 

1  Kings  xiv.  10.     Shut  up  and  le/t.']     Sometimes,  when  a 
successful  prince  has  endeavoured  to  extirpate  the  preceding  royal 
family,  some  of  them  have  escaped  the  slaughter,  and  secured 
themselves  in  a  fortress  or  place  of  secrecy,  while  others  have 
sought  an  asylum  in  foreign  countries,  from  whence  they  have 
occasioned   great   anxiety  to  the  usurper.     The  word  shut  up, 
strictly  speaking,  refers   to  the  first  of  these  cases ;   as  in  the 
preservation  of  Joash  from  Athaliah  in  a  private  apartment  of  the 
temple,  2  Kings  xi.     Such  appears  also  to  have  been  the  case  in 
more  modern  times.  "  Though  more  than  thirty  years  had  elapsed 
since  the  death  of  Sultan  Achmet,  father  of  the  new  emperor,  he 
had  not,  in  that  interval,  acquired  any  great  information  or  im- 
provement.    Shut  up,  during  this  long  interval,  in  the  apartments 
assigned  him,  with  some  eunuchs  to  wait  on  him,  and  women  to 
amuse  him,  the  equality  of  his  age  with  that  of  the  princes  who 
had  a  right  to  precede  him,  allowed  him  but  little  hope  of  reigning 
in  his  turn  ;  and  he  had,  besides,  well-grounded  reasons  for  a  more 
serious  uneasiness.".    Baron  Du  Tott,  vol.  i.  p.  115.     But  when 
David  was  in  danger,  he  *^kept  himself  close"  (1  Chron.  xii.  1.), 
in  Ziklag,  but  not  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  making  frequent 
excursions.     In  later  times,  in  the  East  persons  of  royal  descent 
have  been  left,  when  the  rest  of  a  family  have  been  cut  off,  if  no 
danger  was  apprehended  from  them,  on  account  of  some  mental 
or  bodily  disqualification.     Blindness  saved  the  life  of  Mahammed 
Khodabendeh,  a  Persian  prince  of  the  sixteenth   century,  when 
his  brother  Ismael  put  all  the  rest  of  his  brethren   to  death.. 
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D'Herbelot,  p.  613.  This  explanation  will  enable  us  more  clear* 
ly  to  understand  ^  Kings  xiv.  26.  Deut*  xxxii.  36.  Harmer, 
vol.  iv.  p.  211. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  ESSENES. 

Col.  ii.  21.  Touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  no^]  The  dogmata 
to  which  St.  Paul  refers  in  these  words  are  such  as  the  Essenes 
held.  They  would  not  taste  any  pleasant  food,  but  lived  upon 
coarse  bread,  and  drank  nothing  but  water :  some  of  them  would 
not  taste  any  food  at  all  till  ader  sun-set ;  and  if  they  were  touched 
by  any  that  were  not  of  their  own  sect,  they  would  wash  them- 
selves, as  after  some  great  pollution.  Perhaps  there  might  be  a 
sodality  of  Essenes  at  Colossae,  as  there  were  in  many  other 
places  out  of  Judaea;  and  that  some  of  the  Christians,  too  much 
inclined  to  Judaism,  might  also  affect  the  peculiarities  of  this  sect ; 
which  might  be  the  reason  why  the  apostle  so  particularly  cautions 
against  them.     Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  471. 

PROCESSION  OF  A  COMPANY  OF  PROPHETS. 

1  Sam.  X.  5,  6.  Thou  shalt  meet  a  company  of  prophets  coming 
down  from  the  high  place,  with  a  psaltery  and  a  tabertJ^  We 
are  told  in  a  book  which  gives  an  account  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
crew  of  an  English  privateer  wrecked  on  the  African  coast  in 
1745,  and  which  occasionally  mentions  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  their  getting  the  Koran  by  heart,  that  "  when  they  have 
gone  through,  their  relations  borrow  a  fine  horse  and  furniture^ 
and  carry  them  about  the  town  in  procession  with  the  book  in 
their  hands,  the  rest  of  their  companions  following,  and  all  sorts 
of  music  of  the  country  going  before."  Shaw  mentions  the  same 
custom.  (Trav.  p.  105).  This  seems  to  be  a  lively  comment  on 
these  words,  which  describe  a  procession  of  prophets  or  scholars. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  106. 

PROCESSION  OF  EASTERN  PRINCES. 

Matt.  xxi.  8.  Others  cut  down  branches  from  the  trees,  and 
strewed  them  in  the  way  J]  It  was  usual  in  the  East  to  strew 
flowers  and  branches  of  trees  in  the  way  of  conquerors  and  great 

Srinces.  So  we  find  that  those  who  esteemed  Christ  to  be  the 
fessiah  and  their  king  acted  towards  him.  A  similar  instance 
may  be  found  in  Herodotus,  (vii.  p.  404.)  He  informs  us  that 
people  went  before  Xerxes  passing  over  the  Hellespont,  and 
burnt  all  manner  of  perfumes  on  the  bridges,  and  strewed  the  way 
with  myrtles. 

PROCESSION  OP  ISRAELITES  WITH  GOD  AT  THEIR  HEAD. 

PsALM  Ixviii.  24.  They  have  seen  thy  goings,  O  God,  even 
the  goings  of  my  God,  my  king,  in  the  sanctuary,']  Instead  of  the 
word  goings,  Dr.  Hurdis  (Dissertations  on  Psalm  and  Prophecy, 
p.  68)  substitutes  that  of  processions,  referring  to  the  custom  of 
the  Egyptians  at  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile.  He  observes  that 
the  flood  of  Egypt,  like  that  of  Palestine,  was  autumnal,  and  both 
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may  be  ascribed  to  the  same  periodical  rains.  The  ceremonies 
also  observed  in  Egypt  during  the  swelling  of  the  Nile^  and  when 
it  had  attained  its  happiest  height^  as  frequently  alluded  to  by  the 
sacred  writers,  were  perfectly  similar  to  those  of  the  Hebrews. 
To  the  present  day,  we  are  informed  by  Irwin  (Travels,  voL  i. 
p.  307.),  that  at  the  first  visible  rise  of  the  river  the  female  chorus^ 
singing  and  dancing  to  the  sound  of  the  instruments,  goes  in  pro«> 
cession  by  night  to  the  stream.  In  veneration  of  the  benevolent 
power  who  thus  dispenses  annually  the  blessings  of  plenty,  it  not 
only  praises  him  till  it  reaches  the  brink  of  the  flood,  but  even 
bathes  in  its  waters,  to  express  the  most  undoubted  adoration. 
The  very  same  custom  manifestly  prevailed  when  the  infant  Moses 
was  found  floating  upon  the  river.  For  it  is  not  sufficient  to  say 
with  our  translators,  that  when  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  went 
down  to  the  flood,  her  maidens  walked  along  by  the  river-side. 
The  word  which  expresses  their  motion  is  always  used  by  the 
sacred  writers  to  describe  the  action  of  the  chorus ;  as  the  Psalmist 
explains  it  in  these  words.  Hurdis  on  Psalm  and  Prophecy, 
p.  68. 

.  Psalm  Ixviii.  25.  The  singers  went  beforeJ]  The  same  cus- 
tom prevailed  also  amongst  the  Gentiles  in  their  solemn  proces- 
sions :  for  both  before  and  after,  as  well  as  during  the  time  of  their 
libations  and  sacrifices,  they  sang  hymns  in  praise  of  their  respec- 
tive deities :  and  when  they  celebrated  the  supposed  advent  of 
tHeir  gods  at  particular  times,  it  was  with  the  greatest  demonstra- 
tions of  joy,  with  dancing,  music,  and  songs.  (See  Callimachus, 
Hy.  in.  Apol.  v.  12.)  On  this  account  they  employed  persons  to 
compose  these  sorts  of  hymns ;  and  that  the  singing  of  them  might 
he,  perforin^d  with  greater  harmony  and  dignity,  they  chose  for 
tliis  religious  service  persons  trained  up  to,  and  well  skilled  in, 
vocal  music.  For  this  employment  they  brought  up  children  of 
both  sexes,  who  marched  in  procession  at  their  great  festivals. 
See  Horace,  carm.  sec.  and  Catullus,  carm.  sec.  Chandler^s 
Life  of  David,  vol.  ii.  p.  82. 

f'  PRODUCE  A  HUNDRED  FOLD. 

Gen.  xxvi.  12.  Then  Isaac  sowed  in  that  landy  and  received 
in  the  same  year  a  hundredfold.']  The  author  of  the  history  of 
the  piratical  states  of  Barbary  observes,  that  the  Moors  of  that 
country  are  divided  into  tribes  like  the  Arabians,  and  like  them 
dwelt  in. tents,  formed  into  itinerant  villages  :  that  "  these  wander- 
ers farm  lands  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  sow  and  cultivate 
them,  paying  their  rent  with  the  produce,  such  as  firuits,  corn, 
wax,  &c.  They  are  very  skilful  in  choosing  the  most  advantageous 
soils  for  every  season,  and  very  careful  to  avoid  the  Turkish  troops, 
the  violence  of  the  one  little  suiting  the  simplicity  of  the  other. 
p;;>.44.  It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  Isaac  possessed  the  like 
S£tgac»iy  when  he  sowed  in  the  land  of  Gerar,  and  received  that 
year  £^  hundred  fold.    His  lands  appear  to  have  been  hired  of  the 
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fixed  inhabitants  of  the  country.  On  this  account  the  king  of  the 
country  might,  after  the  reaping  of  the  crop,  refuse  his  permission 
a  second  time,  and  desire  him  to  depart.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  85. 

PROFILES  GIVE  ONLY  A  SIDE  VIEW. 

Sol.  Song  iv.  9.  Thou  hast  ravished  my  heart  with  one  of 
thine  eyes.J  "  There  is  a  singularity  in  this  imagery  which  has 
much  perplexed  the  critics  ;  and  perhaps  it  is  not  possible  to  ascer- 
tain the  meaning  of  the  poet  beyond  a  doubt.  Supposing  the 
royal  bridegroom  to  have  had  a  profile^  or  side  view  of  his  bride 
in  the  present  instance,  only  one  eye,  or  one  side  of  her  necklace^ 
would  be  observable;  yet  this  charms  and  overpowers  him. 
Tertullian  mentions  a  custom  in  the  East,  of  women  unveiling  only 
one  eye  in  conversation,  while  they  kept  the  other  covered  :  and 
Niebuhr  mentions  a  like  custom  in  some  parts  of  Arabia.  (Travels, 
vol.  i.  p.  S62.)  This  brings  us  to  nearly  the  same  interpretation 
as  the  above.'*  Williams's  New  Translation  of  Solomons  Song, 
p.  267. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  GOSPEL  IN  THE  FIRST  AGE^ 

1  Cor.  Xvi.  9.  A  great  door  and  effectual  is  opened'  unto  me.'} 
It  is  thought  that  there  is  an  allusion  to  the  door  of  the  circus, 
from  whence  chariots  were  let  out  when  the  races'v^ere  to  begin  ; 
and  that  the  word  avrticEx/xEvoc,  which  is  translated  adversaries,  but 
which  Doddridge  renders  opposers,  signifies  the  same  with  an- 
tagonists, with  whom  the  apostle  was  to  contend  as  in  a  course. 
(Acts  xix.  20.)  This  opposition  rendered'  hi^  presence  more 
necessary,  to. preserve  those  that  were  already  converted,  and  to 
increase  the  number,  if  God  should  bless  his  ministry.  Accord- 
ingly a  celebrated  church  was  planted  at  Epfaesus ;  and  so  far  as 
we  can  learn  from  the  tenor  of  his  epistle  to  it,  there  was  less  to 
reprove  and  correct  among  them,  than  in  most  of  the  other  churches 
to  which  he  wrote. 

PROHIBITIONS  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Lev.  xix.  27.  Ye  shall  not  r^und  the  corners  of  your  heads.} 
The  Hebrew  word  translated  corners,  signifies  also  the  extremities 
of  any  thing :  and  the  meaning  is,  they  were  not  to  cut  their  hair 
equal,  behind  and  before;  as  the  worshippers  of  the  stars  and  the 
planets,  particularly  the  Arabians,  did.  There  are  those,  however, 
who  think  it  refers  to  a  superstitious  custom  amongst  the  Gentiles, 
in  their  mourning  for  the  dead*  They  cut  off  their  hair,  and  that 
round  about;  and  threw  it  into  the  sepulchre  with  the  bodies  of 
their  relations  and  friends ;  and  sometimes  laid  it  upon  the  face  or 
the  breast  of  the  dead,  as  an  offering  to  the  infernal  gpiis,  wHereby 
they  thought  to  appease  them,  and  make  them  kind  to  tlie  deceased. 
See  Maimonides  de  Idol.  c.  xii.  1,  2,  5.  ^ 

Lev.  xix.  28.  Nor  print  any  marks  upon  you.}  The  painting 
of  the  bodies  of  eminent  personages,  or  of  others  upon  remarkable 
occasions,  is  known  to  have  obtained  in  countries  very  remote  from 
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each  other.  Our  British  ancestors  were  painted^  and  Dampier^ 
the  celebrated  voyager,  brought  over  an  East  Indian  prince,  whose 
skin  was  very  curiously  stained  with  various  figures.  The  wild 
Arabs  adorn  themselves  in  this  manner  according  to  D*Arvieux, 
who  tells  us,  among  other  things,  in  his  description  of  the  prepara- 
tives  for  an  Arab  wedding,  that  the  women  drew,  with  a  certain 
kind  of  ink,  the  figures  of  flowers,  fountains,  houses,  cypress-trees, 
antelopes,  and  other  animals,  upon  all  the  parts  of  the  bride's  body. 
(Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  223.)  This  the  Israelites  were  forbidden 
to  do. 

PROPHECY  OF  THE  MESSIAH  EXPLAINED. 

Isaiah  xix.  1.  Jehovah  shall  come  into  Egypt,  and  the  idols 
of  Egypt  shall  be  moved  at  his  presence,^  Both  Eusebius  (De- 
monstrat.  Evang.  lib.  vi.  cap.  20.)  and  Athanasius  (de  Incarnat. 
Verbi,  vol.  i.  p.  89.)  have  recorded  the  following  fact :  that,  when 
Joseph  and  Mary  arrived  in  Egypt,  they  took  up  their  abode  in 
Hermopolis,  a  city  of  the  Thebais,  in  which  was  a  superb  temple 
of  Serapis.  Conducted  by  Providence,  or  induced  by  curiosity, 
to  visit  this  temple  with  the  infant  Saviour,  what  was  their 
wonder  and  consternation,  on  their  very  entrance,  to  find,  not 
only  the  great  idol  itself,  but  all  the  dii  minores  of  the  temple^ 
fall  prostrate  before  them !  The  priests  fled  away  with  horror, 
and  the  whole  city  was  in  the  utmost  alarm.  The  spurious  gospel 
of  the  Evangelium  Infajntiae  also  relates  this  story,  which  is  not» 
on  that  account,  the  less  likely  to  be  true,  since  it  is  probable 
that  the  spurious  gospels  may  contain  many  relations  of  facts 
traditionally  remembered,  however  dishonoured  by  being  mingled 
with  the  grossest  forgeries  and  puerilities.  It  is  not  probable  that 
Eusebius  or  Athanasius  derived  their  information  from  this  source. 
In  this  relation  we  have  a  remarkable  completion  of  the  above 
cited  prophecy  of  Isaiah.  Maurice's  Hist,  of  Hindostan,  vol.  ii. 
p.  288. 

PROSCRIBED  PERSONS  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

JuDE,  4.  Who  were  before  of  old  ordained  to  this  condemna^ 
Hon.']  Those  who  were  summoned  before  courts  of  judicature 
were  said  to  be  TrpoyeypafxiJievoi  ktg  Kpimv,  because  they  were 
cited  by  posting  up  their  names  in  some  public  place,  and  to 
these  judgment  was  pubhshed  or  declared  in  writing.  Such  per- 
sons were,  by  the  Romans,  called  proscriptos,  or  proscribed. 
They  were  doomed  to  die,  with  a  reward  offered  to  whoever 
would  kill  them.  The  persons  spoken  of  by  St.  Jude  were  not 
only  those  who  must  give  an  account  to  God  for  their  crimes,  and 
are  liable  to  his  judgment,  but,  who,  moreover,  are  destined  to 
the  punishment  they  deserve  as  victims  of  the  divine  anger, 
Parkhurst's  Greek  Lex.  p.  586. 

PROSTRATIONS  COMMON  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

1  Sam.  XX.  41.     And  fell  on  his  face  to  tfie  ground,]     Such 
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prostrations  as  these  were  very  common  in  the  East.  Stewart^ 
in  his  Journey  to  Mequinez,  says,  "  We  marched  towards  the 
emperor  with  our  music  playing,  till  we  came  within  about  eighty 
yards  of  him ;  when  the  old  monarch  alighting  from  his  horse, 
prostrated  himself  on  the  ground  to  pray,  and  continued  some 
minutes  with  his  face  so  close  to  the  earth,  that  when  we  came 
up  to  him,  the  dust  remained  upon  his  nose."  See  Newbery's 
Collection,  vol.  xvii.  p.  139, 

1  Kings  xviii.  42.  Elijah  went  up  to  the  top  of  Carmel;  and 
he  cast  himself  down  upon  the  earth,  and  put  his  face  between  his 
kneesJi  The  devout  posture  of  some  people  of  the  Levant 
greatly  resembles  that  of  Elijah.  Just  before  the  descent  of  the 
rain,  "  he  cast  himself  down  upon  the  earth,  and  put  his  face 
between  his  knees."  Chardin  relates  that  the  dervises,  especially 
those  of  the  Indies,  put  themselves  into  this  posture,  in  order  to 
meditate,  and  also  to  repose  themselves.  They  tie  their  knees 
against  their  belly  with  tneir  girdle,  and  lay  their  heads  on  the 
top  of  them,  and  this,  according  to  them,  is  the  best  posture  for 
recollection.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  506. 

Mark  xiv.  35.  He  went  forward  a  little,  and  fell  on  the 
ground.^  Amongst  other  circumstances  by  which  the  ancients 
expressed  the  greatness  of  their  distress,  they  frequently  threw 
themselves  down  upon  the  ground,  and  rolled  in  the  dust.  Thus 
Homer  introduces  Priam  lamenting  the  death  of  Hector : — 

Permit  me  now,  belovM  of  Jove  !  to  steep 

My  careful  temples  in  the  dew  of  sleep  : 

For  since  the  day  that  numbered  with  the  dead 

My  hapless  son,  the  dust  has  been  my  bed.  Iliad,  xxiv.  lin.  804. 

Thus  also  Ovid  represents  Oeneus  behaving  himself  upon  the 
death  of  his  son  Meleager : — 

Pulvere  canitiem  genitor,  yultusque  seniles, 
Foedat  humi  fusos,  spatiosumque  increpat  sBTum. 

His  hoary  head  and  furrowM  cheeks  besmears 

With  noisome  dirt,  and  chides  the  tedious  years.     Metam.  lib.  viii.  y,  538«. 

Thus  we  find  our  Lord,  when  "  exceeding  sorrowful,"  leaving 
his  disciples,  and  expressing  his  agony  in  a  way  that  was  chiefly 
appropriated  to  scenes  of  peculiar  distress. 

Rev.  xix.  10.  /  feu  at  his  feet  to  worship  him.^  This 
appears  to  have  been  the  act  of  homage  usually  paid  to  great  men 
in  the  East,  and  which  was  now  performed  under  impressions 
more  solemn  than  those  which  were  made  by  the  presence  of 
princes  and  kings.  Mr.  Bruce  thus  describes  the  ceremony  now 
alluded  to :  "  The  next  remarkable  ceremony  in  which  these  two 
nations  (of  Persia  and  Abyssinia)  agreed,  is  that  of  adoration, 
inviolably  observed  in  Abyssinia  to  this  day,  as  often  as  you  enter 
the  sovereign's  presence.  This  is  not  only  kneeling,  but  absolute 
prostration ;  you  first  fall  upon  your  knees,  then  upon  the  palms 
of  your  hands,  then  incline  your  head  and  body  till  your  forehead 
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touches  the  ground,  and,  in  case  you  have  an  answer  to  expect^ 
you  lie  in  that  posture  till  the  king,  or  somebody  from  him, 
desires  you  to  rise."     (Travels,  vol.  iii.  p.  270.) 

PSALMS  IN  PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

1  Cor.  xiv.  26.  When  ye  come  together^  every  one  of  you 
hath  a  psalm,^  This,  Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  i.  p.  436}  says  is  to  be 
understood  of  extemporary  devotional  songs.  Such  were  by  na 
means  contrary  to  the  turn  of  mind  of  these  people.  The  songs 
of  the  Israelitish  women,  when  they  came  to  meet  Saul  after  the 
slaughter  of  the  Philistines  by  David,  seem  to  have  been  of  this 
kind.  A  guard  of  Arab  horsemen  escorted  the  gentlemen  that 
visited  Palmyra  in  1751 ;  and  when  the  business  of  the  day  was( 
pver,  coffee  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco  were  their  highest  luxury :  and 
when  they  indulged  in  this,  sitting  in  a  circle,  one  of  the  company 
entertained  the  rest  with  a  song  or  a  story,  the  subject  love  or 
war,  and  the  composition  sometimes  extemporary. 

PUBLICANS  ROMAN  TAX-GATHERERS. 

Matt.  ix.  9.  Sitting  ai  the  recent  of  eustoniJ]  The  pub- 
licans had  houses  or  booths  built  for  them  at  the  foot  of  bridges, 
at  the  mouth  of  rivers,  and  by  the  sea-shore,  where  they  took  toll 
of  passengers  that  went  to  and  fro.  Hence  we  read  of  the  tickets 
or  seals  of  the  publicans,  which,  when  a  man  had  paid  toll  on 
one  side  of  a  river,  were  given  him  by  the  publican  to  show  to 
him  that  sat  on  the  other  side,  that  it  might  appear  he  had  paid. 
On  these  were  written  two  great  letters,  larger  than  those  in 
common  use.     Gill,  in  loc. 

PUBLISHING  FROM  THE  HOUSE-TOPS.    . 

Matt,  x.  27.  What  ye  hear  in  the  ear,  that  preach  ye  upon 
the  house-tops.']  This  expression  will  be  best  explained  by  refer- 
ring to  the  custom  of  the  Jews,  mentioned  by  the  rabbins,  who 
affirm  that  the  masters  among  them  used  to  have  their  inter- 
preters, who  received  their  dictates,  whispered  softly  in  the  ear, 
and  then  publicly  proposed  them  to  all.  Some  conceive,  that  by 
this  practice  we  are  to  explain  (Exod.  iv.  16),  "  And  he  shall  be 
thy  spokesman  unto  the  people,  and  he  shall  be,  even  he  shall  be 
to  thee  instead  of  a  mouth,  apd  thou  shalt  be  to  him  instead  of 
God." 

PUNISHMENTS  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

2  Chron.  XXV.  12.  ^nd  cast  them  down  from  the  top  of  the 
rock,]  This  mode  of  punishment  was  practised  by  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  as  well  as  the  Jews.  In  Greece,  according  to  the 
Delphian  law,  such  as  were  guilty  of  sacrilege  were  led  to  a  rock^ 
and  cast  down  headlong,  i^lian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  xi.  c.  5.  The 
Romans  also  inflicted  it  on  various  malefactors,  by  casting  them 
down  from  the  Tarpeian  rock.  Livy  Hist.  1.  vi.  c.  20.  Mr.  Pitts, 
in  his  account  of  the  M^^ometans  (p«  10,),  inf(»:ms  us^  that  in 
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Turkey,  at  a  place  called  Constantine,  a  town  situated  at  the  top 
of  a  great  rock,  the  usual  way  of  executing  great  criminals  is  by 
pushing  them  oflf  the  cliflf.  - ,  •.  ,  .  » 

PURCHASED  POSSESSION.     > 

1  Cor.  vi.  20.  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price.l  T^^^^  proves 
that  believers  belong  to  the  Lord,  not  only  as  redeemed  by  a 
price,  but  as  espoused  to  Christ :  for  one  Way  of  obtaining  and 
espousing  a  wife  among  the  Jews  was  by  a  price  ^  and  this  wa^ 
an  ancient  rite  hi  marriage  used  among  other  nations.  The.  hus- 
band and  wife  used  to  buy  each  other.  (Sery\ife  in  VirgiK  Georg. 
1.  i.  31.)     Gill,  in  loc. 

PURE  AND  UNDEFILED  RELIGION  ILLUSTRATED. 

James  i.  27.  Fure  and  undefiled  religion.']  Archbishop  Til- 
LOTSON  (Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  581.)  has  justly  observed^  that  there 
seems  here  to  be  an  allusion  to  the  excellence  of  a  precious  stone, 
which  consists  much  in  its  being  KaOapa  icac  afiiavrog,  clear  and 
without ^aec;  or  cloud:  and  surely  iv>  gem  is  so  precious  or  orna- 
mental as  the  lovely  temper  here  described. 

PURITY  OF  THE  APOTHECARY'S  OINTMENT.  '^ 

EccLES,  X.  1.  Deadjlies  cause  the  apothecary^ s  ointment  to 
stink.l  "  A  fact  well  known,"  says  Scheuchzer  (Phys.  Sacra,  in 
loc),  "  wherefore  apothecaries  take  care  to  prevent  flies  coming 
to  their  syrups  and  other  fermentable  preparations.  For  in  all 
insects  there  is  an  acrid  volatile  salt,  which,  mixed  with  sweet  or 
even  alkaline  substances,  excites  them  to  a  brisk  intestine  motion,* 
disposes  them  to  fermentation,  and  to  putrescence  itself;  by 
which  the  more  volatile  principles  fly  oflj  leaving  the  grosser 
behind:  at  the  same  time  the  taste  and  odour  are  changedj  the 
agreeable  to  fetid,  the  sweet  to  insipid.'' 

PURPLE  MUCH  ADMIRED  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Sol.  Song  vii.  5.  And  the  hair  of  thy  head  like  purple  :  the 
king  is  held  (Heb.  bound  J  in  the  galleries.]  Mr.  Parkhurst  pro- 
poses to  render  the  words,  "  the  hair  of  thy  head  is  like  the 
purple  of  a  king  bound  up  in  the  canals,  or  troughs."  The  Vul- 
gate is,  "  Comaa  capitis  tui  sicut  purpura  regis  vincta  canalibus." 
*^  In  Solomon^s  Song,"  says  Mons.  Goguet,  alluding  to  this  text, 
"  there  is  mentioned  a  royal  purple  which  the  dyers  dipped  in  the 
canals,  after  having  tied  it  in  small  bundles."  (Origin  of  Laws, 
vol.  ii.  p.  99.)  The  following  note  is  also  added :  "  The  best 
way  of  washing  wools  after  they  are  dyed  is  to  plunge  them  in 
running*  water.  Probably  the  sacred  author  had  this  practice  in 
view  when  he  said,  they  should  dip  the  royal  purple  in  canals. 
As  to  what  he  adds,  after  being  tied  in  little  bundles  or  packets, 
one  may  conclude  from  this  circumstance,  that  instead  of  making 
the  cloth  with  white  wool,  and  afterwards  putting  the  whole  piece 
into  the  dye»  as  we  do  now^  they  then  followed  another  method : 
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they  began  by  dying  the  wool  in  skeins,  and  made  it  afterwards 
into  purple  stuffs."  His  account  well  illustrates  the  comparison 
of  a  lady's  hair  to  royal  purple,  bound  up  in  the  canals,  if  we 
may  suppose,  what  is  highly  probable,  tnat  the  eastern  ladies 
anciently  braided  their  hair  in  numerous  tresses  (perhaps  with 
purple  ribands,  as  well  as  with  those  of  other  colours),  in  a  man- 
ner somewhat  similar  to  what  they  do  in  our  times,  according  to 
the  description  given  by  Lady  M.  W.  Montague. 

PURSES  WORN  AT  THEIR    GIRDLES  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

Matt.  x.  9.  Purses.']  Clothed  as  the  eastern  people  were, 
with  long  robes,  girdles  were  indispensably  necessary  to  bind 
together  their  flowing  vestments.  They  were  worn  about  the 
waist,  and  properly  confined  their  loose  garments.  These  girdles^ 
Ztovaif  were  so  contrived  as  to  be  used  for  purses ;  and  they  are 
still  so  worn  in  the  East.  Dr.  Shaw,  speaking  of  the  dress  of 
the  Arabs  in  Barbary,  says,  "  The  girdles  of  these  people  are 
usually  of  worsted,  very  artfully  woven  into  a  variety  of  figures, 
and  made  to  wrap  several  times  about  their  bodies.  One  end  of 
them  being  doubled  and  sewed  along  the  edges,  serves  them  for  a 
purse,  agreeable  to  the  acceptation  of  the  word  Ztovti  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures."  (Travels,  p.  292.  fol.)  The  Roman  soldiers  used, 
in  like  manner,  to  carry  their  money  in  their  girdles.  Whence 
in  Horace,  "  qui  zonam  perdidit,"  means  one  who  had  lost  his 
purse  (Epist.  ii.  lib.  2,  lin.  40.)  And  in  Aulus  Gellius  (lib.  xv. 
^cap.  12.)  C.  Gracchus  is  introduced,  saying,  those  girdles  which 
I  carried  out  full  of  money,  when  I  went  from  Rome,  I  have  at 
my  return  from  the  province  brought  home  empty. 

putting  on  the  SHOES  ILLUSTRATED. 

EzEK.  xxiv.  17.  Put  on  thy  shoes  upon  thy  feetJ]  When 
Ezekiel  was  commanded  to  abstain  from  mourning,  he  was 
ordered  among  other  things  to  put  his  shoes  on  his  feet.  This 
was  certainly  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Jews,  and  was  there- 
fore the  more  remarkable.  Addison,  in  his  account  of  the  modern 
mourning  of  the  Jews  in  Barbary,  says,  "  the  relations  of  the 
deceased,  for  seven  days  after  the  interment,  stir  not  abroad,  or  if 
by  some  extraordinary  occasion  they  are  forced  to  go  out  of 
doors,  it  is  without  shoes ;  which  is  a  token  with  them,  that  they 
have  lost  a  dear  friend."  p.  218. 

QUEEN  OF  HEAVEN  WORSHIPPED  BY  THE  ASIATICS. 

Jer.  xliv.  17.  To  pour  out  drink  offerings  to  the  queen  of 
heaven,]  Chardin  says,  that  it  is  the  custom  in  Mingrelia  and 
Georgia,  and  some  other  eastern  countries,  for  people,  before 
they  begin  a  feast,  to  go  out  abroad,  with  eyes  turned  to  heaven, 
to  pour  out  a  cup  of  wine  on  the  ground.  From  the  Ethiopic 
version  it  is  probable  that  the  same  custom  prevailed  in  Ethiopia. 
•This  may  be  considered  as  a  picture  of  what  the  idolatrous 
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Israelites  did,  when  they  poured  out  drink  offerings  to  the  queen 
of  heaven :  what  Jacob  did  more  purely  in  the  patriarchal  times, 
when  he  poured  out  a  drink  offering  on  the  pillar  he  set  up: 
(Gen  XXXV.  14.)  but  it  does  not  follow  that  any  thing  of  this  sort 
was  done  in  their  common  feasts.  The  modern  Jews,  when  they 
annually  celebrate  the  deliverance  of  their  forefathers  in  Egypt, 
take  a  cup  of  salvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  sing- 
ing a  portion  of  the  book  of  Psalms ;  but  they  drink  the  wine, 
and  do  not  pour  it  upon  the  ground ;  nor  do  tney  practise  this 
effusion  of  wine  in  their  more  common  feasts.  Buxtorfii  Syn. 
Jud.  cap«  12.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  391. 

QUEEN  OF  SHEBA  REFERRED  TO. 

Matt.  xii.  42.  The  queen  of  the  South  shall  rise  up  in  the 
judgment  with  this  gener.ation,  and  shall  condemn  it."]  This  is 
spoken  in  allusion  to  a  custom  among  the  Jews  and  Romans, 
which  was,  for  the  witnesses  to  rise  from  their  seats  when  they 
accused  criminals,  or  gave  any  evidence  against  them. 

RAIN  DESTRUCTIVE  TO  EASTERN  HOUSES* 

Amos  vi.  11.  He  will  smite  the  great  house  with  breaches  and 
the  little  house  with  clefts.^  Chardin,  speaking  concerning  the 
rains,  says,  *'  they  are  the  rains,  which  cause  the  walls  to  fall 
which  are  built  of  clay,  the  mortar  plastering  dissolving.  This 
plastering  hinders  the  water  from  penetrating  the  bricks;  but 
when  the  plastering  has  been  soaked  with  wet,  the  wind  cracks 
it,  and  occasions  the  rain  in  some  succeeding  showers  to  get 
between  and  dissolve  every  thing."  This  account  illustrates  the 
words  of  the  prophet  in  a  very  happy  manner,  as  the  houses  were 
mostly  built  of  these  fragile  materials.  (Ezek.  xiii.  11.)  Har- 
mer, vol.  i.  p.  178. 

Zech.  ix.  3.  Silver  as  the  dust,  and  fine  gold  as  the  mire  of 
the  streets^  Houses  are  in  some  places  built  of  mud  on  the  out- 
side, which  is  the  occasion  of  great  inconvenience.  The  editor  of 
the  Ruins  of  Balbec  gives  us  the  following  account  of  Cara  (vol. 
ii.  p.  32.) :  "  This  village  is  pleasantly  seated  on  a  rising  ground. 
The  common  mud,  formed  into  the  shape  of  bricks,  and  dried  in 
the  sun,  of  which  its  houses  are  built,  has,  at  some  distance,  the 
appearance  of  white  stone.  The  short  duration  of  such  materials 
is  not  the  only  objection  to  them,  for  they  make  the  streets  dusty 
when  there  is  wind,  and  dirty  when  there  is  rain."  Maundr.ell 
says,  that  upon  a  violent  rain  at  Damascus  the  whole  city  be- 
comes, by  the  washing  of  the  houses,  as  it  were  a  quagmire, 
(p.  124.)  From  this  representation  the  image  of  the  prophet 
acquires  peculiar  energy.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  176, 

Luke  vi.  48.  When  the  flood  arose,  the  stream  heat  vehemently 
upon  that  house,"]  "  Though  the  returns  of  rain  in  the  winter 
are  not  extremely  frequent,  yet  when  it  does  rain,  the  water 
pours  down  with  great  violence  three  or  four  days  and  nights 
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,  together^  enough  to  drown  the  whole  country.''  (Jacobus  de 
Vitriaco,  Gesta  Dei,  p.  1098.)  Such  violent  rains,  in  so  hilly  a 
country  as  Judea,  must  occasion  inundations  very  dangerous  to 
buildings  within  their  reach,  by  washing  the  soil  from  under 
them,  and  occasioning  their  fall*  To  some  such  events  our  Lord 
roust  certainly  be  understood  to  refer.     Harmer^  vol.  i.  p.  31. 

RAINBOW  SYMBOLIZED. 

Rev.  iv,  3.  A  rainbow.]  The  whole  race  of  mankind  being 
deeply  interested  in  this  token  of  divine  favour,  it  is  not  at  all 
surprising  to  find  the  signification  of  such  an  important  emblem 
preserved  among  various  nations.  Homer  (II.  xi.  v.  27.),  with 
remarkable  conformity  to  Scripture,  speaks  of  the  rainbow  which 
Jove  hath  set  in  the  cloud,  as  a  token  to  men.  Iris,  or  the  rainbow, 
was  worshipped)  not  only  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  but  also 
by  the  Peruvians  in  South  America,  when  the  Spaniards  came 
thither.  (L'Abbe  Lambert,  tom.  13.) 

RAINING  OF   BRIMSTONE. 

Gen.  xix.  24.  Then  the  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom  and  upon 
Gomorrah  brimstone  and  Jlre.']  The  curious  Wormius  tells  of 
the  raining  of  brimstone.  May  16,  1646.  "  Here,  at  Copenhagen, 
when  the  whole  town  was  overflowed  by  a  great  fall  of  rain,  so 
that  the  streets  became  impassable,  the  air  was  infected  with  a 
sulphureous  smell ;  and  when  the  waters  were  a  little  subsided, 
one  might  have  collected,  in  some  places,  a  sulphureous  powder, 
of  which  I  have  preserved  a  part,  and  which,  in  colour,  smell, 
and  every  other  quality,  appeared  to  be  real  sulphur."  Mus, 
Worm.  1.  i.  c.  11,  sec.  1. 

READING  THE  SCRIPTURES  AN  ACT  OF  PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

Luke  iv.  16.  And  stood  up  to  readJ]  The  custom  of  reading 
the  Scriptures  publicly,  was  an  appointment  of  Moses,  according 
to  the  Jews,  it  was  also  usual  to  stand  at  reading  the  law  and 
the  prophets.  Some  parts  of  the  Old  Testament  were  allowed  to 
be  read  sitting  or  standing ;  as  particularly  the  book  of  Esther. 
Common  Israelites,  as  well  as  priests  and  Levites,  were  allowed 
to  read  the  Scriptures  publicly.  Every  sabbath  day  seven  persons 
read ;  a  priest,  a  Levite,  and  five  Israelites.  And  it  is  said  to  be 
a  known  custom  to  this  day,  that  even  an  unlearned  priest  reads 
before  the  greatest  wise  man  in  Israel.     Gill,  in  loc. 

Luke  iv.  17.  And  there  was  delivered  unto  him  the*book  of 
the  prophet  IsaiahJ]  This  was  done  by  the  chazan  or  minister, 
one  part  of  whose  business  was  to  deliver  the  book  of  the  law  to, 
and  take  it  from,  him  that  read.  When  a  high-priest  read,  the 
chazan,  or  minister  of  the  synagogue,  took  the  book  of  the  law, 
and  gave  it  to  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  and  he  gave  it  to  the 
sagan,  who  delivered  it  to  the  high-priest,  and  the  high-priest 
Stood  and  received  it,  and  read  standing.     The  same  method  was 
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observed  when  a  king  read  in  the  book  of  the  law :  but  when  a 
common  priest,  or  an  inferior  person  read^  there  was  not  so  much 
ceremony  used.     GilL)  in  loc. 

Luke  iv.  iO.  And  he  closed  the  book,  and  he  gave  it  again  to 
the  ministery  and  sat  downJ]  The  third  part  of  the  synagogue 
service  was  expounding  the  Scriptures  and  preaching  to  the 
people.  The  posture  in  which  this  was  performed^  whether  in 
the  synagogue  or  in  other  places,  was  sitting.  Accordingly^ 
when  our  Saviour  had  read  the  haphtaroth  in  the  synagogue  at 
Nazareth,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  having  been  brought  up  in 
that  city ;  instead  of  retiring  to  his  place,  he  sat  down  in  the  desk 
or  pulpit ;  and,  it  is  said,  that  the  eyes  of  all  that  were  present 
were  fastened  upon  him  ;*  as  they  perceived  by  his  posture  that 
he  was  going  to  preach  to  them.  And  when  Paul  and  Barnabas 
went  into  the  synagogue  at  Antioch,  and  sat  down,  thereby  inti- 
mating their  desire  to  speak  to  the  people  if  they  might  be  per- 
mitted ;  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue  sent  to  them,  and  gave  them 
leave.     Acts  xiii.  14,  Id. 

Luke  iv.  SO.  And  sat  downJ]  The  Jewish  doctors,  to  show 
their  reverence  for  the  Scriptures,  always  stood  when  they  read 
them,  but  when  they  taught  the  people  they  sat  down.  See  Matt, 
xxiii.  2.  Thus  we  find  our  Lord  sitting  down  in  the  synagogue  to 
pi:each,  after  he  had  read  the  passage  in  the  prophet  which  he 
made  the  subject  of  his  discourse.  The  custom  of  preaching 
from  a  text  of  Scripture,  which  now  prevails  throughout  all  the 
christian  churches,  seems  to  have  derived  its  origin  from  the 
authority  of  this  example.     Macknight's  Harmony,  vol.  i.  p.  1^2* 

Acts  xiii.  15.  And  after  the  reading  of  the  law  and  the  pro* 
phetsJ]  The  custom  of  reading  the  law,  the  Jews  say,  existed 
a  hundred  and  seventy  years  before  the  time  of  Christ.  The 
division  of  it  into  sections  is  ascribed  to  Ezra.  The  five  book:) 
of  Moses,  here  called  the  law,  contained  fifty-three  sections,  so 
that  by  reading  one  on  each  sabbath,  and  two  in  one  day,  they 
read  through  the  whole  in  the  course  of  a  year ;  finishing  at  the 
feast  of  Tabernacles,  which  they  called  "  the  rejoicing  of  the 
law."  When  Antiochus  Epiphanes  burnt  the  book  of  the  law, 
and  forbade  the  reading  of  it,  the  Jews,  in  the  room  of  it,  selected 
some  passages  out  of  the  prophets,  which  they  thought  came 
nearest  in  words  and  sense  to  the  sections  of  the  law,  and  read 
them  in  their  stead ;  but  when  the  law  was  restored  again,  they 
still  continued  the  reading  of  the  prophetic  sections;  and  the 
section  for  the  day  was  called  the  dismission,  because  usually  the 
people  were  dismissed  upon  it,  unless  any  one  stood  up  and 
expounded  the  word  of  God  to  them.  This  is  the  reason  of  the 
message  sent  to  the  apostles,  *^  Ye  men  and  brethren,  if  ye  have 
any  word  of  exhortation  for  the  people,  say  on."     Gill,  in  loc. 

recovery  from  leprosy. 

2  Kings  v.  6.     That  thou  mayest  recover  him  of  his  leprosj/."] 
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Schultens  (in  hia  MS.  erig.  Heb.)  observes^  that  ^^  the  right 
understanding  of  this  passage  depends  on  the  custom  of  expelling 
lepers^  and  other  infectious  persons,  from  camps  or  cities,  and 
reproachfully  driving  them  into  solitary  places ;  and  that  when 
these  persons  were  cleansed  and  re-admitted  into  cities  or  camps, 
they  were  said  to  be  recollecti,  gathered  again  from  their  leprosy, 
and  again  received  into  that  society  from  which  they  had  been 
cut  off." 

RED  HEIFER  APPOINTED  FOR  SACRIFICE. 

Numb.  xix.  2.  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel^  that  they 
bring  thee  a  red  heifer  without  spotJ]  "  The  resemblance  be- 
tween the  institutes  of  the  Hindoos  and  the  Jews  has  frequently 
been  noticed :  but  I  know  not  whether  the  following  coincidence 
has  ever  been  observed.  The  Hindoos  believe,  that  their  media- 
torial god,  Vishnow,  has  already  been  incarnate  nine  times,  and 
that,  in  his  tenth  incarnation,  he  will  appear  in  the  form  of  a 
mighty  angel,  leading  a  white-winged  horse,  like  that  in  the 
Apocalypse.  These  ten  incarnations  they  call  Avatars.  (See 
Maurice's  History  of  Hindostan.)  Let  us  now  hear  Dr.  Allix. 
"  For  the  Jews,  in  the  ages  next  to  these  paraphrases  (viz.  the 
Targums),  I  ought  to  observe  this  one  thing  of  Pirke  Eliezer, 
(cap.  14),  there  they  assert,  that  God  descended  nine  times,  and 
that  the  tenth  time  he  shall  descend  in  the  age  to  come,  i.  e.  in 
the  time  of  the  Messiah.  The  first  time  was  in  the  garden  of 
Eden:  the  second,  at  the  confusion  of  tongues  :  the  third,  at  the 
destruction  of  Sodom :  the  fourth,  at  his  talking  with  Moses  on 
mount  Horeb :  the  fifth,  at  his  appearance  on  Sinai :  the  sixth 
and  seventh,  when  he  spake  to  Moses  in  the  hollow  of  the  rock : 
the  eighth  and  ninth,  in  the  tabernacle :  the  tenth  will  be,  when 
he  shall  appear  in  the  times  of  the  Messiah.  Such  is  their 
ancient  opinion."  (Judgment  of  the  Jewish  Church,  p.  282.) 
The  tradition  mentioned  by  Maimonides  (de  Vacca  rufa,  ch.  3.) 
respecting  the  red  heifer  seems  to  be  closely  connected  with  the 
preceding.  "  Nine  red  heifers  have  been  sacrificed  between  the 
original  delivering  of  this  precept,  and  the  desolation  of  the 
second  temple.  Our  master  Moses  sacrificed  the  first:  Ezra 
offered  up  the  second:  and  seven  more  were  slain  during  the 
period  which  elapsed  from  the  time  of  Ezra  to  the  destruction  of 
the  temple  :  the  tenth  king  Messiah  himself  will  sacrifice :  by  his 
speedy  manifestation  he  will  cause  great  joy.  Amen,  may  he 
come  quickly."  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  observe,  that  the  red 
heifer  is  a  type  of  Christ.     Christian  Observer,  vol.  i.  p.  85. 

Numb.  xix.  2.  Upon  which  never  came  yoke."]  According  to 
the  common  consent  of  mankind,  those  creatures  which  had  been 
used  became  unfit  to  be  offered  to  God.  Hence  Diomed  promises 
Pallas  a  cow  of  a  year  old, 

—  nv  cvvu  imo  ^vyoy  nyayvf  ang*  II.  K. 
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^^  which  no  man  hitherto  had  brought  under  the  yoke.''    See 
more  in  Bochart  Hieroz.  p.  i.  1.  2,  cap.  33. 

RED    HORSE. 

Zech.  i.  8.  A  red  horse."]  The  word  here  translated  red 
signifies  blood-red,  not  any  kind  of  bright  bay,  or  other  colour 
usual  amongst  horses.  But  the  custom  of  painting  and  dyeing 
horses  for  riding,  whether  asses  or  horses,  explains  the  nature  of 
this  description.  Tavernier  (Trav.  p.  lll.)>  speaking  of  a  city 
which  he  visited,  says,  "  Five  hundred  paces  from  the  gate  of  the 
city  we  met  a  young  man  of  a  good  family,,  for  he  was  attended 
by  two  servants,  and  rode  upon  an  ass,  the  hinder  part  of  which 
was  painted  red."  And  Mungo  Park  informs  us,  that  the  Moorish 
sovereign  Ali  always  rode  upon  a  milk-white  horse,  with  its  tail 
dyed  red.  See  also  Zech.  vi.  2.  Rev.  vi.  4.  Fragments  Supp.  to 
Calmet,  No.  478. 

RED   POTTAGE. 

Gen.  XXV.  SO.  Ited  pottage,']  The  inhabitants  of  Barbary 
still  make  use  of  lentils,  boiled  and  stewed  with  oil  and  garlic,  a 
pottage  of  a  chocolate  colour ;  this  was  the  red  pottage  for  which 
Esau,  from  thence  called  Edom,  sold  his  birth-right.  Shaw's 
Trav.  p.  140,  2d  edit. 

RED    SEA, 

ExoD.  xiv.  29.  The  waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their 
right  hand  and  on  their  left.]  Diodorus  Siculus  relates  that  the 
Ichthyophagi,  who  lived  near  the  Red  Sea,  had  a  tradition  handed 
down  to  them  through  a  long  line  of  ancestors,  that  the  whole  bay 
was  once  laid  bare  to  the  very  bottom,  the  waters  retiring  to  the 
opposite  shore,  and  that  they  afterwards  returned  to  their 
accustomed  channel  with  a  most  tremendous  revulsion.  (Bib. 
Hist.  lib.  iii.  p.  174.)  Even  to  this  day  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  Corondel  preserve  the  remembrance  of  a  mighty 
army  having  been  once  drowned  in  the  bay,  which  Ptolemy  calls 
Clysma.  (Shaw's  Travels,  p.  349.)  The  very  country  where  the 
event  is  said  to  have  happened  in  some  degree  bears  testimony  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  Mosaical  narrative.  The  scriptural  Etham  is 
still  called  Etti ;  the  wilderness  of  Shur,  the  mountain  of  Sinai, 
and  the  country  of  Paran,  are  still  known  by  the  same  names* 
(Niebuhr's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  189,  191.) 

REDEMPTION    BY   THE    BLOOD    OF    CHRIST. 

1  Peter  i.  18,  19.  Ye  were  not  redeemed  with^  corruptible 
things,  as  silver  and  gold — but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ, 
as  of  a  lamb  without  blemish  and  without  spot]  It  has  been  con- 
jectured that  buying  and  selling  was  originally  conducted  by  the 
exchange  of  one  article  for  another,  as  cattle  of  land ;  and  that  the 
money  then  used  had  the  stamp  of  cattle  upon  it.  Agreeably  hereto 
it  is  thought  that  among  the  Latins  the  word  pecunia  came  to  de- 
note money,  from  pecus,  cattle.     And  on  the  same  account  that 
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Eroverbial  saying  among  the  Greeks,  Bovc  em  yXuftrrif  there  is  a 
uU  (or  cow)  upon  his  tongue^  came  to  be  applied  to  one  who  was 
bribed  to  silence  by  money  which  had  on  it  the  stamp  of  a  bull.  To 
the  money  used  among  the  Hebrews  having  on  it  the  stamp  of  a 
lamb  St.  Peter  is  thought  by  some  to  allude  in  these  words. 
Companion  to  Holy  Bible,  p.  ^. 

RELIGION  OF  NAMES  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Gen.  xvi.  13.   jind  she  called  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  spake 
unto  her,  Thou  God  seest  me.]     The  religion  of  names  was  a 
matter  of  great  consequence  in   Egypt.     It  was  one  of  their 
essential   superstitions*:  it  was  one   of  their  native  inventions: 
and  the  first  of  them  which  they  communicated  to  the  Greeks. 
Thus  when  Hagar  the  handmaid  of  Sarai,  who  was  an  Egyptian 
woman,  saw  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  the  wilderness,  "  she  called 
the  name  of  the  Lord  that  spake  unto  her,  Blroi,  the  God  of 
visiop,*'  or  '^  the  visible  God  :*'  that  is,  according  to  the  established 
custom  of  Egypt,  she  gave  him  a  name  of  honour :  not  merely  a 
name  of  distinction,  for  such  all  nations  had  (who  worshipped 
local  tutelary   deities)  before   their  communication  with  Egypt. 
But  after  that  they  decorated  their  gods  with  distinguished  titles, 
indicative    of   their   specific    office   and  attributes.      Zechariah 
(chap.  xiv.  9),  evidently  alluding  to  these  notions^  when  he  pro- 
phesies of  the  worship  of  the  supreme  God,  unmixed  with  idola- 
try, says,  '^  in  that  day  shall  there  be  one  Lord,  and  his  name 
one."     Out  of  indulgence  therefore  to  this  weakness,  God  was 

{leased  to  give  a  name.     '^  And  God  said  unto  Moses,  I  am  that 
am."    Exod.  iii.   14.     Warburton's  Divine  Legation,  b.  iv. 
sec.  6. 

Gen.  xxix.  6.  Rachel  his  daughter.^  Her  name  in  Hebrew 
signifies  a  sheep.  It  was  anciently  the  custom  to  give  names  even 
to  families  from  cattle,  both  great  and  small.  So  Varro  tells  us 
(lib.  ii.  de  re  rustica,  c.  I)»  ^'Multa  nomina  habemus  ab  utroque 
pecore,  &c.  k  minore,"  PoRCius,  OviLius,  Caprilius  ;  a  majore, 
Equitius,  Taurus,"  &c.  See  Bochart,  p.  i.  Hieroz.  lib.  ii.  cap.  43. 

Gen.  xxix.  32.  And  she  called  his  name  Reuben,  for  she  said. 
Surely  the  Lord  hath  looked  upon  mine  affliction.^  Many  names 
which  occur  in  the  scriptures  were  taken  from  particular  incidents 
and  circumstances.  Other  people  besides  the  Jews  have  acted 
in  this  manner.  ^*  The  children  of  the  Mandingoes  are  not  always 
named  after  their  relations ;  but  fi'equently  in  consequence  of  some 
remarkable  occurrence.  Thus,  my  landlord  at  Kamalia  was  called 
Karfa,  a  word  signifying  to  replace ;  because  he  was  born  shortly 
after  the  death  of  one  of  his  brothers.  Other  names  are  descrip* 
tive  of  good  or  bad  qualities :  as  Modi,  a  good  man :  Fadibba, 
father  of  the  town.  Indeed  the  very  names  of  their  towns  have 
something  descriptive  in  them  as,  Sibidooloo,  the  town  of  siboa 
trees.  Kenneyetoo,  victuals  here.  Dorita,  lift  your  spoon.  Others 
appear  to  be  given  by  way  of  reproach,  as  Bammakoo,  was  a 
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cfocodilfe.  itarankalia,  no  cup  to  drink  froiil.  Atndng  the  ne- 
groes, every  individual,  besides  his  own  proper  name,  has  likewise 
a  kongtong  or  surname^  to  denote  the  family  or  clan  to  which  he 
belongs.  Every  negro  plumes  himself  on  the  importance  or  the 
antiquity  of  his  clan,  and  is  much  flattered  when  \\&  is  addressed 
by  his  kongtong.*'    MuKgo  Park's  Travels  in  Africaj  p.  269. 

Gen.  xxix«  32.  And  Leah  conceived,  and  bare  a  son,  and  she 
tailed  his  name  Reuben.']  It  seems  probable  that  in  common  the 
mother  gave  the  name  to  a  child>  and  this  both  amongst  the  Jews 
and  the  Greeks ;  though  perhaps  not  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  father.  In  the  age  of  Aristophanes  the  giving  of  a  name  to 
the  child  seems  to  have  been  a  divided  prerogative  between  the 
father  and  the  mother.     Homer  ascribes  it  to  the  mother : 

Him  oh  bis  mother^s  knees,  when  babe  he  lay. 
She  ham'd  Amseus  on  his  natal  day. 

Odygs.  xviii.  6i  Po^fei 

1  KlNiis  xvii.  1  Elijah.]  "  Wd  are  deceived  by  not  seeing 
titles  among  the  Israelites,  like  those  of  Our  nobility.  Every  one 
Was  called  plainly  by  his  own  namet  but  their  names  signified 
great  things,  as  thdde  of  the  patriarchs.  The  name  of  God  was 
part  of  most ;  whi(ih  was  in  a  maniier  a  short  prayer.  Elijah  and 
Joel  are  made  up  of  t\<^o  of  God's  names,  joined  in  a  different 
way.  Jehoshaphat  and  Shephatiah  signify  the  judgment  of  God  : 
Jehozedek  and  Zedekiah,  his  justice:  Jbhanan,  his  mercy: 
Nathanael,  Elnathan,  Jonathan,  and  Nathaniah,  all  four,  signify, 
God-givenj  or  the  gift  of  God.  Sometimes  the  name  of  God  was 
Understood)  as  in  Nathan>  David,  Obed,  &c.  as  is  plain  by  Eliezer, 
God  my  helper ;  Uzziel,  God  my  strength  j  and  Obadiah,  the 
Lord's  servant  Thfe  Greek  names  also  hjte  of  the  same  import^ 
many  are  composed  of  the  names  of  their  gods;  as  Diodorus; 
Diogenesj  Hermodorus,  HsSphestionj  Athenais,  and  Artemisia.' 
Fleury's  Hist,  of  the  Israelites,  p.  20. 

Job  xlii.  14.  And  Afe  called  the  name  of  the  first  JemimdC]  Td 
Vary  names  by  substituting  a  woJ-d  similar  in  sound  is  very  pre-i 
Valent  in  the  East.  The  following  extract  from  Sir  Thomas  Rod 
(p.  425)  is  a  striking  example  of  this  circumstance.  "  They  speak 
Very  much  in  honour  of  Moses,  whom  they  call  Mboisa  calim  Jlla^ 
Moses  the  publisher  of  the  mind  of  God :  so  of  Abraham,  whom' 
they  call  Ibrahim  tarim  Alia,  Abraham  the  honoured,  or  the 
friendj  of  God :  so  bf  Ishmael,  whom  they  call  Ismtil,  the  sacrifice 
of  God :  so  of  Jaebb,  whom  they  call  Acob,  the  blessing  of  God  i 
so  of  Joseph^  whom  they  call  Eesoff^  the  bdtraydd  for  God  i  so  bf 
Davidj  whom  they  call  Dahood,  the  lovdr  and  praisfer  of  God :  so 
of  Solombti,  whom  they  call  Selymon,  the  wisdom  of  God :  all 
expressed  in  short  Arabian  words,  which  they  siiig  irt  ditties,  unto 
their  particular  remembrances.  Many  men  are  called  by  these 
names  :  others  are  called  Mahmud,  or  Chaan,  which  signifies  the 
moon ;  or  Frista,  which   signifies  a  star.     And  they  call  theii' 

A   A 
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women  by  the  names  of  spices  or  odours;  or  of  pearls  or  precious 
stones;  or  else  by  other  names  of  pretty  or  pleasing  signification* 
So  Job  called  his  daughters." 

John  i.  42.  When  Jesus  beheld  him^  he  said,  thou  art  Simon 
the  son  qfJona,  thou  shah  be  called  Cephas  J]  The  eastern  people 
are  often-times  known  by  several  names ;  this  might  arise  from 
their  having  more  names  than  one  given  them  at  first ;  or  it  might 
arise  from  their  assuming  a  new  and  difierent  name  upon  particular 
occurrences  in  life.  This  last  is  probable,  since  such  a  custom  con- 
tinues in  the  East  to  this  d£(yi  and  it  evidently  was  sometimes  done 
anciently.     (2  Chron.  xxxvi.  4.    2  Kings  xxiv.  17.) 

The  sixth  volume  of  the  MS.  Chardin  seems  to  complain  of 
expositors,  for  supposing  that  one  person  had  fi*equently  different 
names ;  and  says,  that  the  custom  of  the  East  still  continues,  for 
persons  to  have  a  new  name  upon  [a  change  of  circumstances. 
There  seems  to  be  some  want  of  precision  here :  commentators 
have  supposed,  and  the  fact  is  apparent,  that  one  and  the  same 
person  has  had  different  names;  but  they  have  determined,  in 
common  at  least,  nothing  about  the  manner  in  which  they  came 
by  them.  Sir  John  Chardin  thinks,  very  justly,  that  they  were 
given  upon  some  change  in  Ufe  ;  but  then  there  might  be  a  varia- 
tion as  to  the  consequences.  Some  might  invariably  be  called  by 
the  new  name  after  its  being  given  them.  Thus  Abraham  was 
always  so  called  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  never  Abram  t 
and  his  wife  in  like  manner  Sarah,  and  not  Sarai ;  others  might 
be  called  sometimes  by  the  one,  sometimes  by  the  other,  and 
sometimes  by  both  joined  together.  So  St.  John  tells  us,  that 
Jesus  gave  the  new  name  of  Peter  to  the  brother  of  Andrew  ;  yet 
he  represents  Jesus  afterwards  calling  him  Simon ;  and  John  liim-^ 
self  sometimes  called  him  Peter,  and  sometimes  Simon  Peter. 

But  as  the  account  that  is  given  us  of  this  variety  of  names  in 
the  MS.  Chardin  is  curious^  it  shall  be  subjoined.  ^'  Expositors 
suppose  the  Israelites,  and  other  eastern  people,  had  several 
names ;  but  this  is  an  error.  The  reason  of  their  being  called  by 
different  names  is,  because  they  frequently  change  them,  as  thjey 
change  in  point  of  age,  condition,  or  religion.  This  custom  has 
continued  to  our  times  in  the  East,  and  is  generally  practised  upon 
changing  religions  (Acts  xiii.  9),  and  it  is  pretty  common  upon 
changing  condition.  The  Persians  have  preserved  this  custom 
more  than  any  other  nation.  I  have  seen  many  governors  of 
provinces  among  them  assume  new  names  with  their  new  dignity. 
But  the  example  of  the  reigning  king  of  Persia  (1667)  is  more 
remarkable.  The  first  year  of  the  reign  of  this  prince  having  been 
unhappy,  on  account  of  wars  and  famine  in  many  provinces,  his 
counsellors  persuaded  him  that  the  name  he  had  till  then  borne 
was  fatal,  and  that  the  fortune  of  the  empire  would  not  be  changed 
till  he  changed  that  name.  This  was  done,  the  prince  was  crown- 
ed again  under  the  name  of  Soliman ;  all  the  seals,  all  the  coinn 
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that  had  the  name  of  Sefi,  were  broken  the  same  as  if  the  king  had 
been  dead^  and  another  had  taken  possession.  The  women  more 
frequently  change  their  names  than  the  men,  whether  owing  to  a 
natural  inconstancy,  or  that  they  do  not  agree  to  the  alterations 
they  find  in  life,  being  put  upon  them  on  account  of  their  beauty, 
gaiety,  their  agility  in  dancing,  or  fine  voice  ;  and  as  these  natural 
qualities  are  quickly  lost,  either  by  accident,  or  by  age,  they 
assume  other  names,  which  better  agree  to  their  changed  state. 
Women  that  marry  again,  or  let  themselves  out  anew,  and  slaves, 
commonly  alter  their  names  upon  these  changes."  Harmbr, 
voL  ii.  p.  501 . 

John  xi.  16.  Thomas,  which  is  called  Didymus,'\  It  was 
customary  with  the  Jews,  when  travelling  into  foreign  countries, 
or  familiarly  conversing  with  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  to  assume 
to  themselves  a  Grreek  or  Latin  name  of  great  affinity,  and  some- 
times of  the  very  same  signification  with  that  of  their  own  country, 
as  those  of  Thomas  and  Didymus,  one  in  the  Syriac  and  the  other 
in  the  Greek,  do  both  signify  a  twin.  He  no  doubt  was  a  Jew,' 
and,  in  all  probability,  a  Galilean,  as  well  as  the  other  apostles ; 
but  the'place  of  bis  birth,  and  the  nature  of  his  calling  (unless  we 
should  suppose  that  he  was  brought  up  to  the  trade  of  fishing)  are 
things  unknown. 

Rev.  ii.  17.  A  new  name  written^  which  no  man  knoweth^ 
saving  he  that  receiveth  t7.]  Doddridge  on  this  passage  says,  I 
have  sometimes  thought  o  Xa/xj3ava>v  may  signify  ^'  one  that  hath 
received  it,'*  as  it  seems  a  name  given  to  any  person  must  be 
known  to  others,  or  it  would  be  given  in  vain ;  and  then  it  inti« 
mates,  honour  should  be  conferred  upon  such  an  one,  which  shall 
only  be  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  world  to  which  he  shall 
be  admitted,  and  who  have  already  received  it ;  otherwise  it  must 
refer  to  a  custom  which  has  sometimes  prevailed  among  princes, 
of  giving  particular  names,  expressing  familiarity  and  delight,  to 
distinguished  favourites,  by  which  to  call  them  in  the  greatest  in- 
timacy of  converse,  whether  by  discourse,  or  by  letter,  and  which 
have  not  been  communicated  to  others,  or  used  by  them  at  other 
times. 

Rev.  iii.  1^.  /  will  write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God.'] 
Great  numbers  of  inscriptions  are  yet  remaining,  brought  from  the 
Grecian  cities  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  some  from  the  islands  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  ratmos,  in  which  the  victories  of  eminent 
persons  are  commemorated.  Some  of  these  were  placed  near  the 
temples  of  their  deities,  others  were  in  the  temples,  to  signify  that 
they  were  put  under  their  particular  protection ;  upon  these  were 
inscribed  the  names  of  the  deities,  of  the  conquerof  s,  and  of  the 
cities  to  which  they  belonged,  and  the  names  of  the  generals  by 
whose  conduct  the  victory  was  gained.  Inscriptions  also  were 
Sometimes  placed  upon  pillars,  to  record  the  privileges  granted  to 
cities,  and  also  the  names  of  their  benefactors. 

A   A  2 
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Acts  ix.  36.  Now  there  wets  at  Joppa  a  certain  disciple  named 
Tabitha,  which  by  interpretation  is  called  Dorcas."]  It  was  com- 
mon not  only  among  the  Arabs,  but  also  among  the  Greeks,  to 
give  their  females  the  names  of  agreeable  animals.  Tabitha  appears 
to  have  been  a  word  used  in  the  Syriac,  which  being  interpreted 
is  Dorcas  ;  that  is,  an  antelope ;  an  animal  remarkable  for  beauti- 
ful eyes.  On  this  account  it  might  have  been  given  to  the  person 
here  designated  by  it.     Parkhurst*s  Greek  Lex.  p.  69^. 

Rev.  xix.  12.  He  had  a  name  written  that  no  man  knew  but 
he  himself.]  Among  the  Hindus  it  never  has  been  customary  to  call 
any  prince  by  his  proper  name.  This  custom  has  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Burmas  with  such  strength,  that  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  learn  the  name  of  any  prince  during  his  reign.  His  titles 
only  can  lawfully  be  mentioned :  and  the  law  is  enforced  with  such 
vigour,  that  Burmas,  even  in  Calcutta,  shudder  when  requested  to 
mention  the  dreadful  name.  Nor  am  I  satisfied  (says  the  writer  of 
this  article)  that  either  Capt.  Symes  or  I  could  ever  procure  the 
real  name  of  the  reigning  monarch.     Asiatic  Researches. 

Rev.  xix.  16.  And  he  hath  on  his  vesture  and  on  his  thigh  a 
name  written.]  The  modern  hangings  which  are  sent  yearly  from 
Cairo  to  Mecca,  to  place  about  the  holy  house  there,  as  the 
Mohammedans  reckon  it,  are  embroidered  all  over  with  letters  of 
gold  as  long,  broad,  and  thick,  as  a  person*s  finger.  Thevenot, 
part  1.  p.  140. 

RELtOIOUS   PROSELYTES* 

Acts  xiii.  4f3.  Religious  proselytes^  The  reception  of  pro- 
selytes required  a  particular  previous  preparation :  the  person  who 
offered  himself  as  a  proselyte  was  examined  by  three  of  the  ma- 
gistrates as  to  the  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated :  if  he  gave 
a  satisfactory  answer,  he  was  instructed  in  the  Jewish  religion ; 
after  which  he  solemnly  professed  his  assent  to  the  doctrines 
which  had  been  proposed  to  him,  and  promised  to  persevere  in 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  law.  As  to  the  form  and  manner  of 
admission,  the  rabbis  make  it  to  consist  of  three  articles ;  circumci- 
sion, ba(>tism,  and  sacrifice.  Thus  admitted,  the  proselyte  was 
considered  as  born  again.  The  bond  of  natural  relation  between 
him  and  all  his  kindred  was  now  dissolved.  He  was  now  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  a  Jew ;  and  entitled  to  a  share  in  all  their 
privileges.  The  Jews  however  were  very  apt  to  look  with  a  jealous 
eye  upon  proselytes,  preferring  Israelites  by  descent  to  all  others. 
Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  132. 

REPETITION  OF   A   SAYINO,  COMAfON   IN   THE   EAST* 

Isaiah  lxii«  -10.  Go  through^  go  through  the  gates,]  Repeti- 
tion is  a  figure  very  frequent  in  the  Oriental  languages,  and  in- 
stances of  it  occur  in  several  parts  of  the  scriptures.  It  is  also  to 
be  found  in  common  authors.  Chardin,  translating  a  Persian 
letter,  renders  thus,  **  To  whom  I  wish  that  all  the  world  may  pay 
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homage ;"  but  says  in  the  Persian  it  is,  "  diat  all  souls  may  serve 
his  name,  his  name."    See  Psalm  Ixxxvii.  5.     Isaiah  xxvi.  3. 

REPHIDIM   OR    ROCK  OF   MERIBAH. 

ExoD.  xvii.  1.  jRephidim.l  '*  After  we  had  descended,  with 
no  small  difficulty,  the  western  side  of  Mount  Sinai,  we  come  into 
the  other  plain  that  is  formed  by  it,  which  is  Rephidim,  Here  we 
still  see  that  extraordinary  antiquity,  the  rock  of  Meribah,  which 
hath  continued  down  to  this  day,  without  the  least  injury  from 
time  or  accident.  It  is  a  block  of  granite  marble,  about  six  yards 
square,  lying  tottering  as  it  were,  and  loose  in  the  middle  of  the 
valley,  and  seems  to  have  formerly  belonged  to  Mount  Sinai,  which 
hangs  in  a  variety  of  precipices  all  over  this  plain,  '  The  **  waters 
which  gushed  out,  and  the  stream  which  flowed,*'  (Psalm  Ixxviii. 
20)  have  hollowed,  across  one  comer  of  this  rock,  a  channel  about 
two  inches  deep  and  twenty  wide,  appearing  to  be  encrustated  all 
over,  like  the  inside  of  a  tea  kettle  that  had  been  long  in  use. 
Besides  several  massy  productions  that  were  still  preserved  by  the 
dew,  we  see  all  over  this  chstnnel  a  great  number  of  holes,  some  of 
them  four  or  five  inches  deep,  and  one  or  two  in  diameter,  the  lively 
and  demonstrative  tokens  of  their  having  been  formerly  so  many 
fountains.  It  likewise  may  be  further  observed,  that  art  or  chance 
could  by  no  means  be  concerned  in  the  contrivance,  for  every 
circumstance  points  out  to  us  a  miracle,  and,  in  the  same  manner 
with  the  rent  in  the  rock  of  Mount  Calvary,  at  Jerusalem,  never 
fails  to  produce  a  religious  surprise  in  all  who  see  it."  Shaw'^ 
Travels,  p.  352,  353. 

RESPECT  AND  REVERENCE  DUE  TO  OLD  AGE. 

Lev.  xix.  32.  Thou  shall  rise  up  before  the  hoary  heady  and 
honour  the  face  of  the  old  man."]  The  Jewish  writers  say  that 
the  rule  was,  to  rise  up  to  them  when  they  wer^  at  the  distance  of 
four  cubits ;  and  as  soon  as  they  were  gone  by,  to  sit  down  agaiiii, 
that  it  might  appear  they  rose  up  purely  out  of  respect  to  them. 
Most  civilized  people  have  adopted  the  practice.    Juvenal  says, 

Credebant  hoc  grande  Qefasi  et  morte  piandum, 

Si  juveois  vetulo  nqn  assurrexera^ 

Sat.  ziii,  ▼.  54. 

The  Lacedaemonians  had  a  Uw,  th^'t  ag^  persons  should  be  ref< 
verenced  like  fathers."  See  also  Homer,  II.  xv.  204,  et  xxiii.  788. 
Odyss.  xiii.  141. 

Job  xxix.  8.  The  aged  arose,  and  stood  up."}  "  This  is  a  most 
elegant.description,  and  exhibits  most  correctly  that  great  reverence 
and  respect  which  was  paid  even  by  the  old  and  decrepit,  to  the 
holy  man  in  passing  along  the  streets,  or  when  he  sat  in  public 
They  not  only  rose,  which  in  men  so  old  and  infirm  was  a  great 
mark  of  distinction,  but  they  stood ;  they  continued  to  do  it,  though 
even  the  attempt  was  so  difficult"    Lowth's  Lect.  vol.  ii.  p.  412. 
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RESPECT  OF  PERSONS  DURING  WORSHIP  CONDEMNED. 

James  ii.  2.  If  there  come  unto  your  assembly  a  man  with  a 
gold  ring,']  By  the  assembly  here  mentioned  we  are  not  to  under- 
stand a  congregation  convened  for  public  worship,  as  is  commonly 
represented,  but  a  court  of  judicature,  in  which  men  are  too  apt  to 
favour  the  cause  of  the  rich  against  the  poor.  The  phrase,  "  sit 
thou  under  my  footstool,"  naturally  refers  to  courts  of  justice, 
where  the  judge  is  commonly  exalted  upon  a  higher  seat  than  the 
rest  of  the  people.     The  apostle  also  says,  that  such  a  respect  of  . 

persons  as  he  here  speaks  of,  is  contrary  to  the  law,  and  that  those  i 

who  are  guilty  of  it,  "  are  convinced  of  the  law  as  transgressors."  ( 

Now  there  was  no  divine  law  against  distinction  of  places  in  wor- 
shipping assemblies,  into  those  which  were  more  or  less  honour- 
able ;  this  must  therefore  refer  to  the  law  of  partiality  in  judgment. 
*' Ye  shall  do  no  unrighteousness  in  judgment ;  thou  shalt  not 
respect  the  person  of  the  poor,  nor  honour  the  person  of  the 
mighty."  (Levit  xix.  15.)  The  Talmudists  say  it  was  a  rule, 
that  when  a  poor  man  and  a  rich  man  pleaded  together  in  judg- 
ment, the  ricn  should  not  be  bid  to  sit  down,  and  the  poor  to 
stand ;  but  either  both  shall  sit,  or  both  shall  stand.  To  tnis  rule 
or  custom  the  apostle  seems  to  refer,  when  he  insinuates  a  charge  i 

against  them  of  saying  to  the  rich  man,  *^  sit  thou  here  in  a  good  \ 

place,  and  to  the  poor,  stand  thou  there."  Jennings's  Jewish 
Ant.  vol.  ii.  p.  66. 

James  ii.  %  A  man  with  a  gold  ring."]  By  this  circumstance 
the  apostle  describes  a  rich  man.  Among  the  Romans,  those  of 
the  senatorial!  and  equestrian  orders  were  distinguished  from  the 
common  people  by  wearing  a  gold  ring.  In  time  the  use  of  them 
became  promiscuous.    The  ancients  used  to  wear  but  one. 

RETURN  OF  THE  ISRAELITES  TO  JERUSALEM  DESCRIBED. 

Isaiah  Ii.  11.  And  come  with  singing  unto  ZionJ]  In  describing 
the  order  of  the  caravans  Pitts  informs  us,  "  that  some  of  the  camels 
have  bells  about  their  necks,  and  some  about  their  legs,  like  those 
which  our  carriers  put  about  their  fore-horses'  necks,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  servants  (who  belong  to  the  camels  and  travel  on  foot) 
singing  all  night,  make  a  pleasant  noise,  and  the  journey  passes 
away  delightfiiUy."  This  circumstance  is  explanatory  of  the  sing- 
ing of  the  Israelites  in  their  return  to  Jerusalem.  Harmer,  vol.  i. 
p.  469. 

REVELLINGS  REPRIMANDED. 

Gal.  v.  21.  RevellingsJ]  Kco/ioi,  or  revellings,  among  the 
Gireeks,  were  a  disorderly  spending  of  the  night  in  feasting,  with 
a  licentious  indulging  in  wine,  music,  dancing,  &c.  In  this  sense 
the  word  is  explained  by  Hesychius  and  Suidas.  We  meet  with 
it  but  twice  elsewhere  (Rom.'^xiii.  13,  1  Pet  iv.  3),  and  in  both 
places  it  is  joined,  as  here,  with  other  riotous  excesses. 


Tl  I  II  !■■!   M  I    I    ■      Mill      , --M^^MjMaia^JiMfc 


ORIENTAL   CUSTOMS.  359 
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REVENGING  A  QUARREL. 

Gen.  xxxiv.  27.  The  sons  of  Jacob  came  upon  the  slain  and 
spoiled  the  cily,  because  they  had  defiled  their  sister."]  "  In  the 
east,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  the  relations  of  the  principals  in  a 
quarrel,  seem  to  have  been  bound  by  honour  and  custom  to  espouse 
their  party,  and  to  revenge  their  death ;  one  of  the  highest  re- 
proaches with  which  one  Arabian  could  upbraid  another,  being  an 
accusation  of  having  left  the  blood  of  his  friend  unrevenged." 
Richardson's  Dissert,  on  Eastern  Nations,  p.  214.  It  was  on  this 
principle  that  the  sons  of  Jacob  acted  towards  Shechem,  for  his 
conduct  towards  their  sister. 

rewards  of  various  kinds  in  the  east. 

2  Sam.  xviii.  11.  I  would  have  given  thee  ten  shekels  of  silver 
and  a  girdle.]  Rewards  are  both  Honorary  and  pecuniary,  and  a 
great  distinction  is  with  us  carefully  preserved.  But  in  the  East 
they  are  generally  blended  together.  Du  Tott  did  many  great 
services  to  the  Turkish  empire  in  the  time  of  their  late  war  with 
Russia ;  and  the  Turks  were  disposed  to  acknowledge  them  by 
marks  of  hcmour.  "  His  Highness,"  said  the  first  minister,  speak- 
ing of  the  Grand  Signor,  "  has  ordered  me  to  bestow  on  you  this 
public  mark  of  his  esteem  ;"  and,  at  the  same  time  he  made  a  sign 
to*  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  to  invest  me  with  the  pelisse,  while 
the  hasnadar  (or  treasurer)  presented  me  with  a  purse  of  two 
hundred  sequins.  Memoirs,  tom.  iii.  p.  127.  Thus  Joab  would 
have  rewarded  an  Israelitish  soldier  with  ten  shekels  of  silver  and 
a  girdle.  The  girdle  would  have  been  an  honorary  reward;  the 
ten  shekels  would  have  been  a  pecuniary  one,  Harmer,  vol.  iii. 
p.  363. 

RICH  MEN  CAN  HARDLY  ENTER  THE  KINGDOM. 

Matt.  xix.  24.  Il  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye 
of  a  needle^  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  God.] 
The  plundering  Arabs  commonly  ride  into  houses,  and  commit  acts 
of  violence,  if  measures  are  not  taken  to  prevent  them.  On  this 
account  the  doors  are  often  made  very  low,  frequently  not  above 
three  feet  in  height.  This  must  be  very  inconvenient  for  those 
who  keep  camels,  and  must  ofi«n  want  to  introduce  them  into  their 
court-yards.  They  however  contrive  to  do  this,  by  training  them 
up  not  only  to  kneel  down  when  they  are  loaded  and  unloaded, 
but  to  make  their  way  on  their  knees  through  such  small  door- 
ways. This  must,  without  doubt,  be  attended  with  great  difficulty, 
and  makes  the  comparison  of  our  Lord  sufficiently  natural ;  "  it 
would  be  as  easy  to  force  a  camel  throiigh  a  door-way,  as  small  as 
the  eye  of  a  needle,  as  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  89. 

RIDING  ON  HORSES  AN  HONOUR  IN  THE  EAST. 

EccLES.  X.  7.  I  have  seen  servants  riding  upon  hofses,  and 
princes  walking  as  servants  upon  the  earth.]     Riding  on  a  horse 
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is  a  very  honourable  tiling  in  the  Ea^t,  and  what  Europeans  are 
pot  in  common  permitted  to  do.  They  afe  ridden  in  ^  yery  stately 
manner*  It  is  contrary  to  the  Ti^rki^h  dignity  to  go  gn  s^  hprs^ 
fester  than  a  foot  pace  in  the  gtreets.  When  they  appesgr  thi;a 
abroad  they  are  attei^ded  with  ^  number  of  servants.  Ideas  of 
stateliness  consequently  attach  themselves  to  ridinjg  on  horseback. 
In  other  instances,  asses  were  very  much  used  both  by  the  men 
^d  by  the  women,  but  \h^  fonder  pr^tice  because  so  prevalent  in 
the  time  of  Soloipon,  that  spes^ing  of  sta,te  and  pomp,  he  says, 
"  I  haye  seei^  servants  upon  horses,  and  prince^  wall^^  ^  ser-i 
yants  upon  the  earth.'*    Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  104, 

RipiNa  O^  WIJITE  ASSES. 

Judges  v.  10.  Ye  that  ride  on  white  asaes^  In  this  song 
Deborah  expressly  addresses  herself  to  those  who  sit  in  judgment, 
whom  she  describes  as  riding  upon  white  asses.  Officers  of  jus- 
tice, it  seems,  form  a  part  of  the  procession,  and  they  are  going  up 
to  the  high  place,  as  usual,  for  the  purpose  of  holdii\g  their  annual 
judgment.  They  ride  on  asses,  which  appear  to  be  white  from  the 
garments  which  have  been  spread  over  them  for  the  accommoda-^ 
tion  of  th^ir  riders ;  none  but  white  garments  being  worn  by  the 
ilebripws  during  their  public  festivals  and  days  of  rejoicing.  When 
Alexander  the  Great  came  to  Jerusalem,  we  are  informed  by 
Josephus  (Ant.  1.  xi.  c.  8)  that  he  was  met  by  the  people  in  white 
raiment,  the  priests  going  before  them.  Philo  also,  in  his  book 
T-fpe  ap«rft)ii,  aescribing  the  public  rejoicings  in  Europe  and  Asia, 
$peak^  of  sacrifices,  men  dressed  in  white  and  garlands,  solemn 
assemblies,  and  nightly  feasts,  with  WW  ^^  harp.  It  was  cus-. 
tomary  to  throw  the  white  garments  thus  worn,  over  animals  that, 
carried  persons  of  distinction^.  {lurdis's  Diss.  p.  6S.  Dr.  Gill 
seems  rather  to  f2|.vour  the  idea,  that  they  nyere  really  white  asses, 
and  not  such  ^s  wer^  ma4e  to  appear  so  from  haying  white  gar- 
ments throYHi  over  them.  He  observes  that  a  traveller  in  those 
parts  (Cartwright)  tells  us,  that  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  they 
had  behelfl  every  day  great  droves  of  "^Id  beasts,  as,  yrild  asses, 
&c.  all  ^hite. 

RIPE  FIGS  IN  THE  EAST. 

HosEA  ix.  10.  The  first  ripe  in  the  fig-tree  at  her  first  timeJ] 
"  In  Barbaiy,  and  no  doubt  in  the  hotter  climate  of  Judea,  after 
mild  winters,  some  of  the  more  forward  trees  will  now  and  then 
yield  a  few  ripe  figs,  six  weeks  or  more  before  the  full  season. 
Such  is  probably  the  allusion  in  this  place."  Shaw's  Travels, 
p.  14^, 

ROADS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES  DESCRIBED. 

Judges  v.  6.  In  the  days  of  Shamgar,  the  son  of  Anath,  the 
highways  were  unoccupied,  and  the  travellers  walked  through  by^ 
waysJ]  Though  there  are  roads  in  the  eastern  countries,  it  is  very 
easy  to  turn  put  of  them,  apd  to  go  to  a  place  by  winding  about 
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over  the  lands  when  that  is  thought  safer.  Shaw  took  notice  of 
this  circumstance  in  Barbary,  where  he  says  they  found  no  hedges^ 
or  mounds^  or  inclosures,  to  retard  or  molest  them.  (Travels, 
pref.  p.  14.)  To  this  Deborah  doubtless  refers,  when  she  says,- 
"  In  the  days  of  Shamgar,  the  son  of  Anath,  in  the  days  of  Jael, 
the  highways  were  unoccupied,  and  the  travellers  walked  through 
by-ways."  The  account  rococke  gives  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Arab,  under  whose  care  he  had  put  himself,  conducted  him  to 
Jerusalem,  greatly  illustrates  this  circumstance ;  he  says,  "  It  was 
by  night,  and  not  by  the  high  road,  but  through  the  fields  ;  and  I 
observed  that  he  avoided  as  much  as  he  could  going  near  any  vil- 
lage or  encampment,  and  sometimes  stood  still,  as  I  thought,  to 
hearken."  Just  in  that  manner  people  were  obliged  to  travel  in 
Judea  in  the  days  of  Shamgar  and  Jael.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  45^. 

ROARING  OF  AN  EASTERN  LION  TERRIBLE. 

Amos  iii.  8.  The  lion  hath  roared^  who  will  not  fear  ?]  "  The 
strength  of  the  lion  is  so  prodigious,  that  a  single  stroke  of  his  paw 
is  sufficient  to  break  the  back  of  a  horse ;  and  one  sweep  with  his 
tail  will  throw  a  strong  man  to  the  ground."  Kolben  says,  that 
when  he  comes  up  to  his  prey,  he  always  knocks  it  down  dead, 
p,nd  seldom  bites  it  till  the  mortal  blow  has  been  given.  This 
blow  he  generally  accompanies  with  a  terrible  roar.  "  The  roar- 
ing of  a  lion  when  in  quest  of  prey  resembles  the  sound  of  distant 
thunder;  and,  being  re-echoed  by  the  rocks  and  mountains,  appals 
the  whole  race  of  animals,  and  puts  them  to  a  sudden  flight :  but 
he  frequently  varies  his  voice  into  a  hideous  scream  or  yell.'* 
Bingley's  Animal  Biography,  vol.  i.  p.  263,  267. 

1  Peter  v.  8.  A9  a  roaring  lion.^  For  the  illustration  of  this 
passage  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  roaring  of  the  lion  is  in  itself 
one  of  the  most  terrible  sounds  in  nature;  but  it  becomes  still 
more  dreadfiil,  when  it  is  known  to  be  a  sure  prelude  of  destruc- 
tion to  whatever  living  creature  comes  in  his  way.  Hence  that 
question  in  Amos  iii.  8,  "  the  lion  hath  roared,  who  will  not  fear  ?" 
The  lion  does  not  usually^set  up  his  horrid  roar  till  he' beholds  his 
prey,  and  is  just  going  to  seize  it.  (See  Bochart,  vol.  ii.  p.  729.) 

♦  JIOD  A  SCEPTRE  O?  DIGNITY  IN  THE  EAST. 

Numb.  xvii.  6.  The  rod  of  Aaron^"]  It  has  been  the  custom 
in  all  ages  for  elderly  men,  and  for  those  in  authority,  to  carry,  as 
a  mark  of  dignity,  a  rod  or  walking-staff,  which  at  length  became 
the  sceptre  peculiar  to  princes.  Minos,  king  of  Crete,  is  repre-^ 
sented  in  Hesiod  as  bearing  the  sceptre  of  Jupiter ;  and  Homer 
(II.  i.  14)  says,  the  priest  Chryses  had  a  sceptre  of  gold.  The 
}  priests  among  the  Greeks  and  Komans  had  their  reciured  rods ; 

and  bishops  in  later  ages  have  their  crosiers ;  all  which  are  ensigns 
pf  dignity  and  office.    Expository  Ind.  p.  69. 

^OMAN  MAGISTRATES  SOMETIMES  TREATED  PRISONERS  ROUGHLY.^ 

^CTS  xvi^  2^.     The  magistrates  rent  off  their  clothes.']     It  was 


* 
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usual  for  the  Roman  magistrates  to  command  the  lictors  to  rend 
open  the  clothes  of  the  criminal,  that  he  might  the  more  easily  be 
beaten  with  rods.  No  care  was  taken  of  the  garments  on  these 
occasions :  but  they  were  suddenly  and  with  violence  rent  open. 
Thus  were  Paul  and  Silas  treated  in  this  instance. 

Acts  xvi.  24.  Made  their  feet  fast  in  the  stocks.']  It  is 
generally  supposed  that  these  were  the  cippi  or  large  pieces  of 
wood  used  among  the  Romans,  which  not  only  loaded  the  legs  of 
prisoners,  but  sometimes  distended  them  in  a  very  painful  manner ; 
so  that  it  is  highly  probable  the  situation  of  Paul  and  Silas  here 
might  be  made  more  painM  than  that  of  an  offender  sitting  in  the 
stocks,  as  used  among  us,  especially  if  (as  is  very  possible)  they 
lay  with  their  bare  backs,  so  lately  scourged,  on  the  hard  or  dirty 
ground;  which  renders  their  joyful  frame,  expressed  by  songs  of 
praise,  so  much  the  more  remarkable.  Beza  explains  it  of  the 
numellae,  in  which  both  the  feet  and  the  neck  were  fastened,  in  the 
most  uneasy  posture  that  can  well  be  imagined.  Doddridge,  in  he. 

Acts  xxii.  23,  They  cried  out  and  cast  off  their  clothes^  and 
threw  dust  into  the  air.]  A  great  similarity  appears  between  the 
conduct  of  the  Jews,  when  the  chief  captain  of  the  Roman  garrison 
at  Jerusalem  presaited  himself  in  the  temple,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  Persian  peasants,  when  they  go  to  court  to  complain  of  the 
governors  under  whom  they  live,  upon  their  oppressions  becoming 
intolerable.  Sir  John  Chardin  tells  us  respecting  them,  that  they 
carry  their  complaints  against  their  governors  by  companies,  con- 
sisting of  several  hundreds,  and  sometimes  of  a  thousand ;  they 
repair  to  that  gate  of  the  palace  near  to  which  their  prince  is  most 
likely  to  be,  where  they  set  themselves  to  make  the  most  horrid 
cries,  tearing  their  garments,  and  throwing  dust  into  the  air,  at  the 
same  time  demanding  justice.  The  king,  upon  hearing  these 
cries,  sends  to  know  tne  occasion  of  them.  The  people  deUver 
their  complaint  in  writing,  upon  which  he  lets  them  know  that  he 
will  commit  the  cognizance  of  the  affair  to  such  or  such  an  one. 
In  consequence  of  this  justice  is  usually  done  them.  Harmer, 
vol.  iv.  p.  ^3. 

Acts  xxii.  24.  The  chief  captain  commanded  him  to  be  brought 
into  the  castle,  and  bade  that  he  should  be  examined  by  scourg- 
ing,] To  put  one  to  the  question  was  a  punishment  among  tne 
Romans.  They  put  criminals  to  the  question,  or  endeavoured  to 
extort  confession  from  them  by  scourging  them.  Some  think  that 
the  offender  was  stripped  to  his  waist,  and  that  his  hands  were 
tied  to  a  pillar,  that  his  back  might  be  stretched  out  to  receive  the 
blows.  Others  are  of  opinion,  that  his  hands  were  fastened  to  a 
stake  driven  into  the  ground  of  a  foot  and  a  half  or  two  feet  high, 
so  that  the  criminal  stooping  with  his  face  towards  the  ground 
might  present  his  naked  back  to  such  as  were  appointed  to  scourge 
him. 

Acts  xxiii*  2,    And  the  Migh  Priest  Ananias  commanded  them 
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that  Hood  by  him.  to  smite  him  on  the  mouth.]  A  similar  modern 
instance  of  the  brutality  with  which  criminals  are  treated  in  the 
East  occurs  in  Hanway's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  299,  when  Sadoc  Aga, 
one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Persian  rebels  at  Astrabad  in  the  year 
1744,  was  brought  before  Nadir  Shah's  general,  and  examined  by 
him,  he  answered  the  questions  put  to  him,  but  lamented  his 
miserable  change  of  circumstances  in  very  pathetic  terms ;  upon 
which  the  general  ordered  him  to  be  struck  across  the  mouth,  to 
silence  him ;  which  was  done  with  such  violence  that  the  blood 
issued  forth. 

ROMAN  MANNER  OF  BINDING  PRISONERS. 

Acts  xxi.  33.  And  commanded  him  to  be  bound  with  two  chains."] 
Prisoners  amongst  the  Romans  were  fettered  and  confined  in  a 
singular  manner.  One  end  of  a  chain,  which  was  of  a  commodi- 
ous length,  was  fixed  about 'the  right  arm  of  the  prisoner,  and  the 
other  about  the  left  arm  of  a  soldier.  Thus  a  soldier  was  coupled 
to  the  prisoner,  and  every  where  attended  him.  To  this  Manilius 
alludes : 

Vioctoram  dominus,  sociasqoe  in  parte  catens, 

Interdum  poenis  innoxia  corpora  serrat.  Lib.  v. 

In  this  manner  was  St  Paul  confined  when  he  made  his  incompa- 
rable apology  before  Festus.  Sometimes  the  prisoner  was  fiistened 
to  two  soldiers,  one  on  each  side.     See  Acts  xii.  6. 

Acts  xxiL  25.  And  as  they  bound  him  with  thongs,  Paul  said 
unto  the  centurion  that  stood  by,  is  it  lawful  for  you  to  scourge  a 
man  that  is  a  Roman,  and  uncondemned?]  ^' Roman  citizens 
were  secured  against  the  tyrannical  treatment  of  the  magistrates, 
first  by  the  right  of  appealing  fi-om  them  to  the  people,  and  that 
the  person  who  appealed  should  in  no  manner  be  punished  till  the 
people  determined  the  matter ;  but  chiefly  by  the  assistance  of 
their  tribunes.  None  but  the  whole  Roman  people  in  the  Comitia 
Centuriata  could  pass  sentence  on  the  life  of  a  Roman  citizen.  No 
magistrate  was  allowed  to  punish  him  by  stripes,  or  capitally. 
The  single  expression,  '  I  am  a  Roman  citizen,'  checked  their 
severest  decrees.  Cic.  in  yer.  v.  64  and  57."  Adam's  Roman 
Antiq.  p.  45. 

Acts  xxviii.  16.  And  when  we  came  to  Rome,  the  centurion 
delivered  the  prisoners  to  the  captain  of  the  guard.]  It  was  cus- 
tomary for  prisoners  who  were  brought  to  Rome  to  be  delivered 
to  the  praefect  or  commander  of  the  praetorian  cohorts,  who  had 
the  charge  of  the  state  prisoners ;  as  appears  fi-om  the  instance  of 
Agrippa,  who  was  taken  into  custody  by  Macro,  the  praetorian  pre- 
fect who  succeeded  Sejanus.     Josephus  Ant.  lib.  xviii.  cap.  7,  §  6. 

ROOFS  OF  eastern  HOUSES  DESCRIBED. 

Judges  xvi.  2!7.  There  were  upon  the  roof  about  three  thousand 
men  and  women.]  ^'  The  Eastern  method  of  building  may  assist 
us  in  accounting  for  the  particular  structure  of  the  temple  or  house 
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of  Dagon  (Judges  16),  and  the  great  number  of  people  that  were 
buried  in  the  ruins  of  it,  by  pulling  down  the  two  principal  pillars. 
We  read  (v.  27)  that  about '  three  thousand  persons  were  upon  the 
roof  to  behold  while  Samson  made  sport.'  Samson  must  therefore 
have  been  in  a  court  or  area  below  them,  and  consequently  the 
temple  will  be  of  the  same  kind  with  the  ancient  rc/usv?},  or  sacred 
inclosures,  surrounded  only  in  part  or  altogether  with  some  plain 
or  cloistered  buildings.  Several  palaces  and  dua-wdnas,  as  they 
call  the  courts  of  justice  in  these  countries,  are  built  in  this  fashion ; 
where  upon  their  festivals  and  rejoicings  a  great  quantity  of  sand 
is  strewed  upon  the  area  for  the  wrestlers  to  fall  upon,  whilst  the 
roof  of  the  cloisters  round  about  is  crowded  with  spectators  of  their 
strength  and  agility.  I  have  often  seen  several  hundreds  of  people 
diverted  in  this  manner  upon  the  roof  of  the  dey's  palace  at  Algiers ; 
which,  like  many  more  of  the  same  qitality  and  denomination,  hath 
an  advanced  cloister  over  against  the  gate  of  the  palace,  (Esther 
V.  1,)  made  in  the  fashion  of  a  large  pent-house,  supported  only  by 
one  or  two  contiguous  pillars  in  the  front,  or  else  in  the  centre. 
In  such  open  structures  as  these,  in  the  midst  of  their  guards  and 
counsellors,  are  the  bashasy  kadeeSy  and  other  great  officers,  assem- 
bled to  distribute  justice  and  transact  the  public  affairs  of  their 
provinces.  Here  likewise  they  have  their  public  entertainments, 
as  the  lords  and  others  of  the  Philistines  had  in  the  house  of 
Pagop.  Upon  a  supposition  therefore  that  in  the  house  of  Dagon 
ther^  was  a  cloistered  structure  of  this  kind,  the  pulling  down  of 
the  front  or  centre  pillars  only,  which  supported  it,  would  be 
attended  with  the  like  catastrophe  that  happened  to  the  Philistines." 
Shaw's  Travels,  p.  283. 

1  Sam.  ix.  26.  And  they  rose  early,  and  it  came  to  pass  about 
the  spring  of  the  day,  that  Samuel  called  Saul  to  (on)  the  top  of 
the  house,  saying,  up,  that  I  may  send  thee  aioayJ]  Sleeping  on 
the  top  of  the  house  has  ever  been  customary  with  the  eastern 
people.  "  It  has  ever  been  a  custom  with  them,  equally  connected 
with  health  and  pleasure,  to  pass  the  night  in  summer  upon  the 
house-tops,  which  for  this  very  purpose  are  made  flat,  and  divided 
from  each  other  by  walls.  We  found  this  way  of  sleeping  extremely 
pgreeable ;  as  we  thereby  enjoyed  the  cool  air,  above  the  reach  of 
gnats  and  vapours,  without  any  other  covering  than  the  canopy  of 
the  heavens,  which  unavoidably  presents  itself  in  different  pleasing 
forms  upon  every  interruption  of  rest,  when  silence  and  solitude 
strongly  dispose  the  mind  to  contemplation."  Wood's  Balbec, 
Introduction. 

Mark  ii.  4.  They  uncovered  the  roof  where  he  was,]  Th^ 
most  satisfactory  interpretation  of  this  passage  may  be  obtained 
from  Dr.  Shaw,  who  acquaints  us,  that  "  the  houses  throughout 
the  East  are  low,  having  generally  a  ground  floor  only,  or  one 
upper  story,  and  flat  roofed,  the  roof  being  covered  with  a  strong 
coat  of  plaster  of  terrace.     They  are  built  round  a  paved  courts 
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into  which  the  entrance  from  the  street  is  through  a  gateway  or 
passage-room,  furnished  with  benches,  and  sufficiently  large  to  be 
used  for  receiving  visits  or  transacting  business.  The  stairs  which 
lead  to  the  roof  are  never  placed  on  the  outside  of  the  house  in  the 
street,  but  usually  in  the  gateway,  or  passage-room  to  the  court, 
sometimes  at  the  entrance  within  the  court.  This  court  is  now 
called  in  Arabic,  elwoost,  or  the  middle  of  the  house;  literally 
answering  to  to  jneaov  of  St.  Luke  v.  19.  It  is  customary  to  fix' 
cords  from  the  parapet  walls  (Deut.  xxii.  8)  of  the  flat  roofs  across 
this  court,  and  upon  them  to  expand  a  veil  or  covering,  as  a  shel- 
ter from  the  heat.  In  this  area  probably  our  Saviour  taught.  The 
paralytic  was  brought  on  to  the  roof  by  making  a  way  through  the 
crowd  to  the  stairs  in  the  gateway,  or  by  the  terraces  of  the  ad- 
joining houses.  They  rolled  back  the  veil,  and  let  the  sick  man 
down  over  the  parapet  of  the  roof  into  the  area .  or  court  of  the 
house,  before  Jesus. '    (Trav.  p.  277.) 

RULES  FOR  BEATING  THE  OLIVE  TREE. 

Deut.  xxiv.  20.  When  thou  heatest  thine  olive  tree^  thou  shall 
not  go  over  the  boughs  againy  it  shall  he  for  the  stranger^  the 
fatherless,  and  the  widow!]  The  sacred  writings  sometimes  repre- 
sent olives  as  beaten  off  the  trees,  and  at  other  times  as  shaken* 
This  does  not  indicate  an  improvement  made  in  after  times  on  the 
original  mode  of  gathering  them,  or  different  methods  of  procedure 
by  different  people  in  the  same  age  and  country,  who  possessed 
olive-yards  ;  but  rather  expresses  the  difference  between  gathering' 
the  main  crop  by  the  owners,  and  the  way  in  which  the  poor  col- 
lected' the  few  Olive-berries  that  were  left,  and  which,  by  the  law 
of  Moses,  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  take.  The  abbot  Fortis  in 
his  account  of  Dalmatia  (p.  412)  says,  that  "  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  and  in  several  other  parts  of  Italy,  they  used  to  beat'  the 
branches  with  long  poles,  in  order  to  make  the  fruit  fall."  An-* 
swerably  to  this,  the  olives  of  the  Holy  Land  continue  to  be  beaten 
down  to  this  time :  at  least,  they  were  so  gathered  in  the  year 
1774.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  106. 

RULER  OF  the  FEAST. 

John  ii.  9.  The  ruler  of  the  feast  J]  It  wis  the  custom  amongst 
the  ancients  at  feasts  to  choose  a  king  or  master,  to  order  how 
much  each  guest  should  drink,  whom  all  the  company  were  obliged 
to  obey.  He  was  chosen  by  throwing  dice,  upon  the  sides  of 
which  were  engraven  or  painted  the  images  of  Saturn,  Jupiter, 
Mars,  Apollo,  Venus,  and  Diana.  He  who  threw  up  Venus  was 
made  king,  as  Horace  insinuates :  "  Quem  Venus  dicet  arbitrum 
bibendi,"  b.  ii.  od.  7,  whom  Venus  shall  appoint  judge  of  drinking^ 

SABBATH  AND  SABBATICAL  REST* 

ExoDUS  xxiii.  12.  On  the  seventh  dag  thou  shalt  rest;  that 
thine  ox  and  thine  ass  mag  rest,]  We  should  here  observe  the 
great  clemency  of  God,  who  by  this  law  requires  some  goodness 
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and  mercy  to  be  exercised  even  to  brute  animals,  that  he  might 
remove  men  the  farther  from  cruelty  to  each  other.  The  slaugh- 
ter of  a  ploughing  ox  was  prohibited  by  a  law  common  to  the 
Phrygians,  Cyprians,  and  Romans,  as  we  find  recorded  by  Varro, 
Pliny,  and  others.  The  Athenians  made  a  decree,  that  a  mule 
worn  out  by  labour  and  age,  and  which  used  to  accompany  other 
mules  drawing  burthens,  should  be  fed  at  the  pubUc  expense. 

Ladit  herboflo  pecus  omne  oampo. 
Cam  tibi  noos  redeuat  Decembres : 
Festns  in  pratis  racat  otioao 
Cam  boye  pagas. 

Hoi.1.  iii.  Od.  zviii.  ad  Faunum,  9. 

When  the  nones  of  December,  sacred  to  you,  return,  all  bur  flocks 
sport  in  the  grassy  fields :  and  the  whole  village,  celebrating  your 
festival,  divert  themselves  in  the  meadows  wim  the  ox,  who  that 
day  is  allowed  to  rest.  See  also  Tibullus,  I.  ii.  £1.  i.  5.  Juv.  Sat 
vi.  536.     PoPHAM  on  Pentateuch. 

Matt,  xxviii.  1.  The  end  of  the  eabhctth.']  M.  Basnage  thus 
describes  the  manner  in  which  the  Jews  conclude  the  sabbath. 
"  In  the  evening  they  return  to  the  synagogue,  to  prayer  again. 
The  law  is  taken  from  the  ark  a  second  time.  Three  persons  sing 
the  psalm  of  the  sabbath,  and  read  the  section  of  the  following 
week.  They  repeat  the  hundred  and  nineteenth  psalm,  and  bring 
the  perfume.  According  to  Rabbam  Simon,  the  son  of  Gamaliel, 
this  was  only  a  gum  that  distilled  from  a  balsamic  tree;  but  others 
maintain  it  was  compounded  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
pounds  of  different  aromatic  drugs,  which  the  high  priest  pounded 
m  a  mortar.  They  find  a  mystery  in  this  number,  which  they 
divide  into  two,  and  refer  one  of  them  to  the  days  of  the  solar  year. 
They  think  also,  that  this  perfume  is  necessary  to  guard  themselves 
from  the  ill  odour  that  is  exhaled  from  hell,  the  fire  whereof  begins 
to  burn  again  when  the  sabbath  ends.  Lastly,  the  blessing  is 
given  as  in  the  morning,  and  the  sabbath  concludes  when  they  see 
three  stars  appear  in  the  firmament."  (History  of  the  Jews, 
p.  442,  §  16.) 

John  v.  10.  The  Tews  therefore  said  unto  him  that  was  cured, 
it  is  the  sabbath'day,  it  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  carry  thy  bed!\ 
The  sabbath  was  originally  instituted  as  a  day  of  sacred  rest,  and 
was  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  God.  Of  this  latter  circum- 
stance the  Jews  had  so  far  lost  sight,  that  they  substituted  their 
own  superstitious  rites  in  the  place  of  divine  ordinances,  and  thus 
exchanged  a  spiritual  for  a  merely  ceremonious  observance  of  the 
day.  Concerning  some  of  the  superstitions  which  prevailed  amongst 
this  people,  M.  Basnage  thus  speaks :  "  In  the  places  where  they 
had  liberty,  in  Maimonides's  time,  they  sounded  the  trumpet  six 
times,  to  give  notice  that  the  sabbath  was  beginning.  At  the  first 
sound  the  countryman  left  his  plough,  at  the  second  they  shut  up 
their  shops,  at  the  third  they  covered  the  pits.     They  lighted  can- 
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dies,  and  drew  the  bread  out  of  the  Oven ;  but  this  last  article  de- 
serves to  be  insisted  upon,  because  of  the  different  cases  of  con- 
science, about  which  the  masters  are  divided.  When  the  sound 
of  the  sixth  trumpet  surprised  those  that  had  not  as  yet  drawn 
their  bread,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  To  fast  the  next  day  was  dis- 
turbing the  feast ;  to  draw  their  bread  at  the  beginning  of  the  sab- 
bath was  to  vioKte  it.  The  perplexity  is  great ;  some  have  not 
ventured  to  decide  it,  others  have  given  leave  to  draw  out  what 
was  necessary  for  the  three  meals  of  the  sabbath.  But  this  per- 
mission has  caused  abuses ;  for  a  multitude  of  people  meet,  who 
under  pretence  of  drawing  out  the  quantity  of  bread  they  have 
need  of  for  their  three  meals,  take  out  all  that  might  be  spoiled. 
The  difficulty  is  increased  if  any  one  suffers  his  bread  to  bake  after 
the  sabbath  is  begun.  If  he  has  sinned  knowingly,  he  must  leave 
his  bread  there,  and  &st  to  expiate  his  fault.  Nothing  but  igno- 
rance is  ground  sufficient  to  permit  them  taking  wherewith  to  sub- 
sist their  family  for  twenty-four  hours.  But  how  is  this  bread  to 
be  taken  out  ?  They  must  not  make  use  of  a  peel  but  a  knife,  and 
do  it  so  nicely  as  not  to  touch  the  stones  of  the  oven,  for  that  is  a 
crime.  Such  are  the  questions  that  arise  upon  the  entrance  of  the 
sabbath.*'  (History  of  the  Jews,  p.  443.)  Similar  superstitions 
are  related  by  this  author  concerning  other  particulars  which  affect 
the  Jews.  ^ 

Luke  vi.  1.  The  second  sabbath  after  the  first,"]  The  expla- 
nation of  this  phrase  has  given  commentators  not  a  little  trouble. 
Some  allege  that  there  were  two  sabbaths  in  the  year,  each  of  them 
called  the  first,  in  respect  to  the  two  different  beginnings  of  the 
year,  the  civil  and  the  sacred.  Grotius,  whose  opinion  is  followed 
by  Hammond,  conceives  that  when  any  of  the  solemn  yearly  feasts 
fell  on  th^  sabbath-day,  that  sabbath  had  a  special  respect  paid  to 
it,  and  was  called  fieya  or  aaB^arov  ttqwtov.  Now  of  these  first 
sabbaths  there  were  three  in  tne  year,  at  the  passover,  at  pentecost, 
and  at  the  feast  of  tabernacles.  The  first  of  them,  that  is,  when 
the  first  day  of  the  feast  of  passover  fell  on  the  sabbath-day,  was 
called  TrpwroTrpoirov  (raj3)3arov,  or  the  first  prime  sabbath.  The 
second,  that  is,  when  the  day  of  pentecost  fell  on  the  sabbath,  was 
called  SevrepowpwTov,  which  he  apprehends  was  the  sabbath  here 
intended. 

Luke  xxiii.  54.  And  the  sabbath  drew  on.]  ^'  The  sabbath 
began  to  shine."  Vulg.  "  As  soon  as  the  sun  was  gone  down  so 
far  that  it  shone  only  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains  theyhghted  the 
lamps,  because  it  was  not  lawful  to  light  any  fire  on  the  sabbath- 
day  ;  some  think  St  Luke's  expression  alludes  to  these  lamps.'*^ 
Lamy's  Apparatus  Biblicus,  p.  188. 

John  xix.  31.  That  the  bodies  should  not  remain  upon  the 
cross  on  the  sabbath-day,]  According  to  the  Jewish  law,  Deut^ 
xxi.  22,  23,  the  body  of  one  that  was  hanged  on  a  ti*ee  was  not  to 
remain  all  night,  but  to  be  taken  down  that  day,  and  buried; 
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though  this  was  not  always  observed,  2  Sam.  xxi.  9,  10.  What 
was  the  usage  of  the  Jews  at  this  time  is  pot  certain  :  according 
to  the  Roman  laws  such  bodies  hung  till  they  were  putrefied,  or 
eaten  by  birds  of  prey ;  wherefore^  mat  their  land  might  not  be 
defiled,  and  especially  their  sabbath^  by  their  remaining  on  the 
cross,  they  desired  to  have  them  taken  down. 

SACKS  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Geij.  xliv.  L  Sacks. ^  There  are  two  sorts  of  sacks  taken  notice 
of  in  the  history  of  Joseph,  which  ought  not  to  be  confounded ; 
one  for  the  com,  the  other  for  the  baggage.  There  are  no  wag- 
gons almost  through  all  Asia,  as  far  as  to  the  Indies,  every  thing 
is  carried  upon  beasts  of  burthen,  in  sacks  of  wool,  covered  in  the 
middle  with  leather,  the  better  to  make  resistance  to  water.  Sacks 
of  this  sort  are  called  tambellit ;  they  ihclose  in  them  their  things 
done  up  in  large  parcels.  It  is  of  this  kind  of  sacks  we  are  to 
understand  what  is  said  here  and  all  through  this  history,  and  not 
of  their  sacks  in  which  they  carry  their  com.  (Chardin.)  Harmer^ 
Vol.  i.  p.  4g9. 

SACRIFICING  TO  MOLOCH  FORBIDDEN. 

Lev.  xviii.  ^1.  Thou  shall  not  let  any  of  thy  seed  pass  through 
the  fire  to  Moloch.']  Horrid  as  is  the  practice  prohibited  in  these 
words,  we  have  irresistible  evidence  of  its  prevalence.  The  manner 
in  which  it  was  performed  has  been  variously  described,  especially 
by  the  rabbins.  Sonnerat  (Trav.  vol.  i.  p.  154)  gives  the  follow- 
ing account  of  this  custom :  ^^  A  still  more  astonishing  instance  of 
the  superstition  of  the  ancient  Indians,  in  respect  to  this  venerated 
fire,  remains  at  this  day,  in  the  grand  annual  festival  holden  in 
honour  of  Darma  Rajah,  and  called  the  "  feast  of  fire,"  in  which, 
as  in  the  ancient  rites  of  Moloch,  the  devotees  walk  "  barefoot 
over  a  glowing  fire,  extending  forty  feet."  It  is  called  the  feast  of 
fire,  because  they  then  walk  on  tnat  element.  It  lasts  eighteen 
days,  during  which  time,  those  who  make  a  vow  to  keep  it,  must 
fast,  abstain  fi'om  women,  lie  on  the  bare  ground^  and  walk  on  a 
brisk  fire.  The  eighteenth  day  they  assemble,  "  on  the  sound  of 
instruments,  their  heads  crowned  with  flowers,  the  body  bedaubed 
with  safiron,  and  follow  in  cadence  the  figures  of  Darma  Rajah, 
and  of  Drobede,  his  wife,  who  are  carried  there  in  procession.'* 
When  they  come  to  the  fire  they  stir  it,  to  animate  its  activity,  and 
take  a  little  of  the  ashes,  with  which  th6y  rub  their  foreheads,  and 
when  the  gods  have  been  "  three  times  round  it,"  they  walk  either 
fast  or  slow,  according  to  their  zeal,  oVer  a  very  hot  fire,  extend- 
ing to  about  forty  feet  in  length.  "  Some  carry  theii*  children  in 
their  arms ;"  and  others  lances,  sabres,  and  standards^  The  most 
fervent  devotees  walk  several  times  over  the  fire.  After  the  cere- 
mony, the  people  press  to  collect  soihe  of  the  ashes  to  rub  their 
foreheads  with,  and  obtain  from  the  devotees  some  of  the  flowers 
with  which  they  were  adorned,  and  which  they  carefiilly  preserve-" 
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Lev.  xviii.  21.  Thou  shalt  not  let  any  of  thy  seed  pass  through 
the  fire  to  Moloch.'^  We  have  a  particular  description  of  this  idol 
in  the  commentary  of  Rabbi  Simeon  upon  Jer.  vii, ;  he  says,  "  all 
the  houses  of  idols  were  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  except  that  of 
Moloch,  which  was  out  of  the  city  in  a  separate  place.  It  was  a 
statue  with  a  head  of  an  ox,  and  the  hands  stretched  out  as  a  man's, 
who  opens  his  hand  to  receive  something  from  another.  It  was 
hollow  within,  and  there  were  seven  chapels  raised,  before  which 
the  idol  was  erected.  He  that  offered  a  fowl  or  a  young  pigeon 
went  into  the  first  chapel ;  if  he  offered  a  sheep  or  a  lamb,  he  went 
into  the  second ;  if  a  ram,  into  the  third ;  if  a  calf,  into  the  fourth ; 
if  a  bullock,  into  the  fifth ;  if  an  ox,  into  the  sixth ;  but  he  only 
who  offered  his  own  son  went  into  the  seventh  chapel ;  and  kissed 
the  idol  Moloch,  as  it  is  written,  Hos.  xiii.  2,  '  Let  the  men  that 
sacrifice  kiss  the  calves.'  The  child  was  placed  before  the  idol, 
and  a  fire  made  under  it  till  it  became  red  hot.  Then  the  priest 
took  the  child,  and  put  him  into  the  glowing  hands  of  Moloch  ; 
and  lest  the  parents  should  'hear  his  cries,  they  beat  drums  to 
drown  the  noise.  Therefore  the  place  was  called  Tophet,  from 
Thoph,  Thuppim,  that  signifies  drums.  It  was  also  called  Hin* 
nom,  because  of  the  chili*en's  roaring,  fi'om  the  Hebrew  word 
naham,  to  roar,  or  because  the  priests  said  to  the  parents,  Jehene- 
lah.  It  will  be  of  advantage  to  you." 

Deut.  xii.  3L  For  even  their  sons  and  their  daughters  they 
have  burnt  in  the  fire  to  their  gods,"]  This  was  notoriously  prac- 
tised by  the  Carthaginians,  who,  it  is  certain,  derived  it  from  the 
Phoenicians,  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country.  Plato  men- 
tions it  in  Protagora,  where  he  says,  "  the  Athenian  laws  did  not 
permit  them  to  sacrifice  men ;  but  among  the  Carthaginians  it  was 
a  holy  rite ;  so  that  some  of  them  permitted  their  sons  to  be 
offered  to  Saturn."  This  wicked  custom  at  last  overspread  all 
nations,  even  the  Greeks  themselves. 

SADDLES   AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

.  Gen.  xxii.  3.  Saddled  his  ass»'\  There  is  no  ground  for  sup- 
posing that  the  ancient  eastern  saddles  were  like  our  modern  ones. 
Such  were  not  known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  till  many  ages 
after  the  Hebrew  judges.  "  No  nation  of  antiquity  knew  the  use 
of  either  saddles  or  stirrups"  (Goguet,  Origin  of  Laws,  vol.  iii. 
p.  172,  English  edit);  and  even  in  our  own  times  Hasselquist, 
when  at  Alexandria,  says,  "  I  procured  an  equipage  which  I  had 
never  used  before  ;  it  was  an  ass  with  an  Arabian  saddle,  which 
consisted  only  of  a  cushion,  on  which  I  could  sit,  and  a  handsome 
bridle."  (Travels,  p.  52.)  But  even  the  cushion  seems  an  im- 
provement upon  the  ancient  eastern  saddles^  which  were  probably 
nothing  more  than  a  kind  of  rug  girded  to  the  beast  Park- 
hurst's  Heb.  Lex.  p.  213. 

SAFE  keeping  of  A  CHRISTIAN. 

1  Peter  i.  5.      Kept  by  the  power  of  God.]      The  original 

BB 


370  ORIENTAL  CUSTOMS, 

word,  <l>povpovinevovgy  is  very  emphatical,  and  properly  signifies 
being  kept  as  in  an  impregnable  garrison,  secure  from  harm, 
under  the  observation  of  an  all-seeing  eye,  and  protection  of  an 
almighty  hand. 

SALE  OF  CHILDREN  TO  PAY  THEIR  PARENTS*  DEBTS. 

Matt,  xviii.  25.  His  lord  commanded  him  to  be  sold,  and  his 
wife,  and  children,  and  all  that  he  had.^  It  was  not  only  the 
custom  of  the  Jews  to  come  upon  children  for  the  debts  of  their 
parents,  but  of  other  nations  also.  With  the  Athenians,  if  a  father 
could  not  pay  his  debts,  the  son  was  obliged  to  do  it,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  be  kept  in  bonds  till  he  did.  (Alex,  ab  Alex.  Ge- 
nial. Dier.  1.  vi.  c.  10.)  Grotius  proves,  from  Plutarch  and 
Halicamassensis,  that  children  were  sold  by  the  creditors  of  their 
parents  in  Asia,  at  Athens,  and  at  Rome. 

SALT   GOOD    FOR   SEASONING. 

Job  vi.  6.  Can  that  which  is  unsavoury  be  eaten  without 
salt  .^]  The  eastern  people  often  make  use  of  bread,  with  nothing 
more  than  salt  or  some  such  trifling  addition,  such  as  summer- 
savory  dried  and  powdered.  This,  Russell  says  (Hist,  of  Aleppo,  * 
p.  27),  is  done  by  many  at  Aleppo.  The  Septuagint  translation 
of  this  passage  seems  to  refer  to  the  same  practice,  when  it  ren- 
ders the  first  part  of  the  verse,  "will  bread  be  eaten  without 
salt  ?  "   -Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  238. 

SALT  SEA  AND  ITS  ENVIRONS. 

Deut.  xxix.  23.  The  whole  land  thereof  is  brimstone,  and 
salt,  and  burning.']  The  effect  of  salt,  where  it  abounds,  on  ve- 
getation, is  described  by  burning.  Thus  Volney,  speaking  of  the 
borders  of  the  Asphaltic  Lake,  or  Dead  Sea,  says,  "  the  true 
cause  of  the  absence  of  vegetables  and  animals,  is  the  acrid  salt- 
ness  of  its  waters,  which  is  infinitely  greater  than  that  of  the  sea. 
The  land  surrounding  the  lake  being  equally  impregnated  with 
that  saltness,  refiises  to  produce*  plants ;  the  air  itself,  which  is  by 
evaporation  loaded  with  it,  and  which  moreover  receives  vapours 
of  sulphur  and  bitumen,  cannot  suit  vegetation  :  whence  the  dead 
appearance  which  reigns  around  the  lake."  (Voyage  en  Syrie, 
tom.  i.  p.  282.)  Thus  also  Virgil,  Georg.  ii.  lib.  238.  Hence  the 
ancient,  custom  of  sowing  an  enemy's  city,  when  taken,  with  salt, 
in  token  of  perpetual  desolation.  Judges  ix.  45.  And  thus  in 
aftertimes  (An.  1162)  the  city  of  Milan  was  bmut,  razed,  sown 
with  salt,  and  ploughed  by  the  exasperated  emperor  Frederick 
Barbarossa.     Complete  Syst  of  Geog.  vol.  i.  p.  822. 

SALUTATIONS  BY  THE  WAY  FORBIDDEN. 

Luke  x.  4.  Salute  no  man  by  the  way,]  The  mission  upon 
which  the  disciples  of  Christ  were  sent  was  so  important,  that 
they  were  required  to  use  the  greatest  dispatch,  and  to  avoid  those 
things  which  might  retard  them,  especially  if  they  were  merely  of 
a  ceremonious  nature.     The  injunction  contained  in  this  passage 
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is  thus  to  be  understood ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  Christ 
would  command  his  disciples  to  neglect  or  violate  any  of  those 
customs  unnecessarily  which  were  in  general  use,  and  which  were 
,  innocent  in  themselves.  In  the  present  instance,  had  they  been 
allowed  to  give  and  receive  the  common  salutations,  it  is  probable 
that  their  progress  would  have  been  inconsiderable  for  the  time 
employed  in  it  Of  the  truth  of  this  statement  we  may  be  satis- 
fied from  what  Niebuhr  says,  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  i302.  "The 
Arabs  of  Yemen,  and  especially  the  Highlanders,  often  stop 
strangers,  to  ask  whence  they  came  ?  and  whither  they  are  going  ? 
These  questions  are  suggested  merely  by  curiosity,  and  it  would 
be  indiscreet  therefore  to  refuse  an  answer."  This  representation 
of  the  matter  certainly  clears  from  the  appearance  of  incivility  a 
precept  which  Christ  designed  only  to  teach  his  servants  a  suitable 
deportment. 

Matt.  v.  47.  If  ye  salute  your  brethren  only^  what  do  ye 
more  than  others  ?"]  "  The  manner  of  salutation  among  the  wise 
men  was  this :  he  that  salutes  says,  a  good  day  to  my  lord :  and 
he  replies  saying,  a  good  and  long  day  to  my  lord;  always  he 
that  replies  doubles  the  salutation."  The  persons  they  usually 
saluted  were  their  relations  or  friends.  They  were  not  very  free 
in  saluting  others,  as  strangers  and  Gentiles.     Gill,  in  loc. 

Luke  x.  4.  And  salute  no  man  by  the  wayJ]  The  object  of 
this  instruction  was  to  prevent  their  being  hindered  by  unneces- 
sary .delay  in  their  journey.  It  was  not  designed  to  prevent  the 
usual  and  proper  civilities  which  were  practised  amongst  the  peo- 
ple, but  to  avoid  the  impediments  occasioned  by  form  and  cere- 
mony :  and  this  was  the  more  necessary,  since  it  was  a  maxim 
with  the  Jews,  "prevent  every  man  with  a  salutation."  How 
persons  might  thus  be  prevented  and  hindered  will  clearly  appear 
in  the  following  extract.  "  The  more  noble  and  educated  the 
man,  the  oftener  did  he  repeat  his  questions.  A  well  dressed 
young  man  attracted  my  particular  attention,  as  an  adept  in  the 
perseverance  and  redundancy  of  salutation.  Accosting  an  Arab 
of  Augila,  he  gave  him  his  hand,  and  detained  him  a  considerable 
time  with  his  civilities  :  when  the  Arab  being  obliged  to  advance 
with  greater  speed  to  come  up  again  with  his  companions,  the 
youth  of  Fezzan  thought  he  should  appear  deficient  in  good  man- 
ners if  he  quitted  him  so  soon.  For  near  half  a  mile  he  kept 
running  by  his  horse,  whilst  all  his  conversation  was.  How  dost 
thou  fare  ? — ^well,  how  art  thou  thyself? — upraised  be  God  thou 
art  arrived  in  peacel — God  grant  thee  peace ! — ^how  dost  thou  do  ?" 
&c.     Horneman's  Travels  in  Africa,  p.  53. 

Luke  x.  4.  And  salute  no  man  by  the  way.]  Dr.  Lightfoot, 
from  the  rabbis,  observes,  that  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Jews, 
during  the  days  of  their  mourning,  not  to  salute  any  one.  He 
conceives  therefore  that  Christ  would  have  his  disciples  appear 
like  mourners ;  partly,  as  representing  himself  who  was  a  man  of 
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sorrow,  that  so  from  these  messengers  the  people  might  guess  in 
some  measure  what  sort  of  person  he  was  that  sent  them ;  partly, 
as  they  were  to  summon  the  people  to  attend  upon  Christ,  in  order 
to  be  healed  both  of  their  spiritual  and  bodily  diseases :  and  it 
was  therefore  fit  that  their  behaviour  should  be  mournful  and 
solemn,  in  token  of  their  fellow-feeling  with  the  afflicted  and 
miserable. 

SAMSON  AND  THE  PHILISTINES. 

Judges  xiv.  10.  And  Samson  made  a  feast  there ,  for  so  used 
the  young  men  to  do,"]  This  was  according  to  the  custom  of  all 
countries  ;  it  was  called  by  the  Jews  the  nuptial  joy.  No  other 
feast  was  to  be  intermixed  with  it,  and  all  labour  ceased  as  long  as 
it  lasted.     Selden,  Uxor.  Hebr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  11,  p.  172. 

Judges  xiv.  12.  And  Samson  said  unto  them,  I  will  now  put 
forth  a  riddle  unto  you.^  This  shows  how  ancient  the  custom 
was  (which  we  find  afterwards  amongst  the  Greeks)  of  proposing 
questions  to  be  resolved  in  their  compotations  and  feasts,  that  they 
might  not  be  spent  merely  in  eating  and  drinking,  but  that  there 
might  be  something  to  exercise  their  wit  and  ingenuity.  Such 
riddles  as  were  contrived  to  puzzle  and  perplex  were  called  by 
the  names  of  ypt^oc,  which  the  scholiast  upon  Aristophanes  de- 
fines to  be  a  question  put  among  their  cups.  See  Bochart  Hieroz. 
lib.  iv.  cap.  12.  It  should  also  be  observed,  that  they  incurred, a 
forfeiture  equal  to  the  reward,  if  they  failed  altogether  in  their 
answers. 

Judges  xiv.  12.  i  will  give  you  thirty  sheets  and  thirty  change 
of  garments.^  Among  the  Greeks  it  was  usual  for  the  bride  to 
give  changes  of  dress  to  the  friends  of  the  bridegroom  at  the 
celebration  of  the  marriage.  Homer  represents  Pallas  as  appear- 
ing to  Nausicaa  in  a  dream,  and  commanding  her  to  descend  to 
the  river,  and  wash  the  robes  of  state,  preparatory  to  her  nuptials. 

Oh,  indolent,  to  waste  th  j  hours  awaj ! 

And  sleep'st  thou,  careless  of  the  bridal  day  ? 

Thy  spousal  ornament  neglected  lies  : 

Arise,  prepare  the  bridal  train,  arise.       Odyss.  vi.  29.     Pope. 

Dacier  is  of  opinion  that  the  custom  now  alluded  to  prevailed 
amongst  the  Israelites,  and  that  the  proposition  made  by  Samson 
is  grounded  upon  it.  From  this  sentiment  Mr.  Pope  dissents: 
"  I  am  rather  of  opinion,"  he  says,  "  that  what  is  said  of  Samson 
has  relation  to  another  custom  amongst  the  ancients,  of  proposing 
an  enigma  at  festivals,  and  adjudging  a  reward  to  him  that  solved 
it.     These  the  Greeks  called  yp^povi:  (rvjunroTiKovg,'^ 

Judges  xv.  5.  And  when  he  had  set  the  brands  on  Jire,  he  let 
them  go  into  the  standing  corn  of  the  Philistines,^  "  There  is 
reason  to  think  that  there  was  nothing  new  or  uncommon  in  this 
operation,  as  it  was  most  obvious,  for  the  end  proposed  that  the 
wit  of  man  could  devise.     We  accordingly  find  that  Ovid  alludes 
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to  the  practice,  and  mentions  that  foxes  and  firebrands  were  every 
year  exhibited  at  Rome,  and  killed  in  the  Circus.  For  it  was  the 
custom  in  many  places  to  sacrifice,  by  way  of  retaliation,  every 
animal,  whethe^^  goat  or  swine,  which  did  particular  injury  to  the 
&uits  of  the  earth.  In  consequence  of  this  they  introduced 
these  foxes,  which  had  been  employed  for  that  purpose  with 
firebrands. 

Car  igituf  misss  yinctis  ardentia  teedis 
Terga  ferant  yalpes  causa  docenda  mihi. 

He  then  mentions  an  instance  of  much  injury  done  by  a  fox  so 
accoutred  by  fire. 

Qua  fugit  incendit  yestitos  messibus  agros, 
Damnosis  yires  ignibus  aara  dabat 

On  this  account  the  whole  race,  according^  to  the  poet,  were  con- 
demned, at  the  festival  called  Cerealia,  to  be  in  their  turns  set  on 
fire. 

Utque  luat  poenas  gens  haec,  Cerealibas  ardet, 
Quoqae  modo  segetes  perdidit  ipsa  pent. 

Fast.  lib.  iv.  681,  707. 

It  is  alluded  to  proverbially  more  than  once  by  Lycophron,  and 
seems  to  have  been  well  known  in  Greece.  He  makes  Cassandra 
represent  Ulysses  as  a  man  both  of  cunning  and  mischief,  and 
styles  him  very  properly  Xa/u7rot;piC9  a  fox  with  a  firebrand  at  his 
tail ;  for  wherever  he  went,  mischief  followed,  v.  344.  Suidas 
also  takes  notice  of  this  custom,  when  he  speaks  of  a  kind  of 
beetle  which  the  Boeotians  named  Tipha.  They  imagined  that  if 
to  [this  they  were  to  fasten  some  inflammable  matter,  it  would  be 
easy  to  set  any  thing  on  fire.  He  adds,  that  this  was  sometimes 
practised  with  foxes."     Bryant's  Observations,  p.  154. 

The  caliph  Vathek  being  under  the  necessity,  when  on  hii 
travels,  of  lighting  torches,  and  making  extraordinary  fires  to 
protect  himself  and  his  attendants  fi"om  the  fury  of  the  wild  beasts 
that  were  ready  to  make  an  attack  on  them,  set  fire  to  a  forest  of 
cedar  that  bordered  on  their  way.  Accidents  of  this  kind  in 
Persia  are  not  unfi-equent.  Hist,  of  Caliph  Vathek,  p.  250.  "  It 
was  an  ancient  custom  with  the  kings  and  great  men  to  set  fire  to 
large  bunches  of  dry  combustibles,  fastened  round  wild  beasts  and 
birds ;  which  being  then  let  loose,  the  air  and  edxth  appeared  one 
great  illumination:  and  as  those  terrified  creatures  naturally  fled 
to  the  woods  for  shelter,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  conflagrations 
would  often  happen,  which  must  have  been  peculiarly  destructive." 
(Richardson's  Dissert,  p.  185.)  This  circumstance  reminds  us  of 
the  destruction  occasioned  among  the  standing  com,  the  vine- 
yards, and  olives  of  the  Philistines.  In  Psalm  Ixxxiii.  14,  there 
is  a  reference  to  one  of  these  fires,  though  arising  from  another 
dause.     See  also  Homer,  II.  ii.  455. 

Judges  xv.  8.  And  he  smote  them  hip  and  thigh  with  a  great 
slaughter^]     Setting  aside  the  various  interpretations  which  have 
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been  given  of  this  expression,  the  editor  of  Calmet's  Dictionary 
proposes  to  illustrate  it  by  the  following  extract: — "It  appears 
probable^  from  the  following  circumstances,  that  the  exercise  of 
wrestling,  as  it  is  now  perfonned  by  the  Turks,  ig  the  very  same 
that  was  anciently  used  in  the  Olympic  games.  For,  besides  the 
previous  covering  of  the  palaestra  with  sand,  that  the  combatants 
might  fall  with  more  safety,  they  have  their  pellowan  bashee,  or 
master  wrestler;  who,  like  the  aytovodtrrig  of  old, is  to  observe 
and  superintend  the  jura  palsBStrae,  and  to  be  the  umpire  in  all 
disputes.  The  combatants,  after  they  are  anointed  all  over  with 
oil,  to  render  their  naked  bodies  the  more  slippery  and  less  easily 
to  be  taken  hold  of,  first  of  all  look  one  another  stedfastly  in  the 
face,  as  Diomede  or  Ulysses  does  the  palladium  upon  antique 
gems.  *  Then  they  run  up  to  and  retire  from  each  other  several 
times,  using  all  the  while  a  variety  of  antic  and  other  postures, 
such  as  are  commonly  used  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  conflict 
After  this  prelude  they  draw  nearer  together,  and  challenge  each 
other,  by  clapping  the  palms  of  their  hands  first  upon  their  own 
knees  or  thighs,  then  upon  each  other,  and  afterwards  upon  the 
palms  of  their  respective  antagonists.  The  challenge  being  thus 
given,  they  immediately  close  in  and  struggle  with  each  other, 
striving  with  all  their  strength,  art,  and  dexterity  (which  are  oft:en 
very  extraordinary),  which  shall  give  his  antagonist  a  fall,  and 
become  the  conqueror.  During  these  contests  I  have  oft;en  seen 
their  arms,  legs,  and  thighs  so  twisted  and  linked  together,  that 
they  have  both  fallen  together,  and  left  the  victory  dubious,  too 
diflicult  sometimes  for  the  pellowan  hashee  to  decide."  Shaw's 
Travels,  p.  217. 

Do  not  these  well  deserve  the  description  of  leg  and  thigh 
men,  or  shoulder  and  thigh  men  ?  The  name  seems  to  be  taken 
from  their  very  attitudes,  and  correctly  to  express  them.  If  this 
idea  be  admitted,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  understand  the  above 
cited  expression. 

Judges  xv.  8.  And  he  went  down  and  dwelt  in  the  top  of  the 
rock  EtamJ]  It  appears  that  rocks  are  still  resorted  to  as  places 
of  security,  and  are  even  capable  of  sustaining  a  siege.  So  we 
read  in  De  la  Roque  (p.  205.)  "  The  grand  signer,  wishing  to 
seize  the  person  of  the  emir,  gave  orders  to  the  pacha  to  take  him 
prisoner  :  he  accordingly  came  in  search  of  him,  with  a  new  army, 
in  the  district  of  Chouf,  which  is  a  part  of  Mount  Lebanon, 
wherein  is  the  village  of  Gesin,  and  close  to  it  the  rock  which 
served  for  retreat  to  the  emir.  The  pacha  pressed  the  emir  so 
closely,  that  this  unfortunate  prince  was  obliged  to  shut  himself 
up  in  the  cleft  of  a  great  rock,  with  a  small  number  of  his  officers. 
The  pacha  besieged  him  here  several  months,  and  was  going  to 
blow  up  the  rock  by  a  mine,  when  the  emir  capitulated." 

Judges  xvi.  17.  He  told  her  all  his  hearty  and  said  unto  her. 
There  hath  not  come  a  razor  upon  my  he<id.']     Pliny  (Nat.  Hist. 
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lib.  xii.  cap.  20)  has  preserved  the  memory  of  several  men  remark- 
able for  their  great  strength.  The  heathens  were  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  Samson's  history,  that  from  it  they 
formed  the  fable  of  Nisus,  the  king  of  Megara,  upon  whose  hair 
the  fortune  of  his  kingdom  dejpended.     Patrick,  in  loc. 

Judges  xvi.  19.  And  she  made  him  sleep  upon  her  knees,"] 
Samson  is  here  described  as  sleeping  upon  the  lap  of  Delilah ; 
for  so  the  phrase  of  sleeping  upon  her  knees  evidently  supposes. 
Her  posture,  while  sitting  on  the  cushion  upbn  her  duan,  implies 
this  very  attitude  of  the  unwary  champion.  So  Braithwaite 
(Journey  to  Morocco,  p.  123)  mentions  a  favourite  court  lady,  in 
whose  lap  the  emperor  constantly  slept  when  drunk.  If  this  cus- 
tom were  an  usual  one  between  intimates,  as  implying  a  kind  of 
gallantry,  we  see  how  Delilah  might  thus  engage  Samsgn,  without 
exciting  in  him  the  least  suspicion  of  her  insidious  purpose. 
Fragments  by  the  Editor  of  Calmet's  Diet.  No.  198. 

JiJDGES  xvi.  27.  Now  the  house  was  full  of  men  and  women,] 
Some  persons  have  asserted  that  no  building  sufficiently  capacious 
to  receive  so  great  a  number  of  people  could  be  constructed  so  as 
to  rest  chiefly  upon  two  pillars.  But  this  is  a  mistake ;  for  Pliny 
(Nat,  Hist  lib.  xxxv.  cap.  16)  mentions  two  theatres  built  by  C. 
Curio  (who  was  killed  in  the  civil  wars  on  Caesar's  side),  which 
were  made  7)f  wood,  and  so  extensive  as  (according  to  his  mode  of 
writing)  to  hold  all  the  Roman  people.  They  were  contrived  with 
such  art,  that  each  of  them  depended  upon  one  hinge.  This 
caused  Pliny  to  censure  the  madness  of  the  people,  who  would 
venture  into  a  place  for  their  pleasure,  where  they  sat  "  tam  infidS. 
instabilique  sede,"  on  such  an  uncertain  and  unstable  seat ;  for  if 
that  hinge  had  given  way,  there  had  been  a  greater  slaughter  than 
at  the  battle  of  Cannae.  This  entirely  removes  any  imaginary 
difficulty,  of  this  nature  at  least,  from  the  history  of  Samson. 

SAND  STORM  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Job  XXX.  22.  Thou  liftest  me  up  to  the  wind,  thou  causest  me 
to  ride  upon  it,  and  dissolvest  my  substance.]  Amongst  other  in- 
terpretations given  of  this  passage,  the  editor  of  Calmet's  Diction- 
ary refers  to  a  sand-storm,  and  justifies  the  application  of  such  ah 
idea  by  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Bruce  :-*-"  On  the  14th,  at 
seven  in  the  morning,  we  left  Assa  Hagga,  our  course  being  due 
north.  At  one  o'clock  we  alighted  among  some  acacia  trees  at 
Waadi  el  Halboub,  having  gone  twenty-one  miles.  We  were  here 
at  once  surprised  and  |errified  by  a  sight  surely  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  in  the  wond.  In  that  vast  expanse  of  desert,  from 
W.  and  to  N.  W,  of  us,  we  saw  a  number  oi  prodigious  pillars  of 
sand  at  different  distances,  at  times  moving  with  great  celerity,  at 
others  stalking  on  with  a  majestic  slowness;  at  intervals  we 
thought  they  were  coming  in  a  very  few  minutes  to  overwhelm  us ; 
and  small  quantities  of  sand  did  actually  more  than  once  reach  us. 
Again  they  would  retreat  so  aa  to  be  almost  out  of  sight,  their 
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tops  reaching  to  the  very  clouds  ;  their  tops  often  separated  from 
the  bodies ;  and  these^  once  disjoined,  dispersed  in  the  air,  and 
did  not  appear  more.  Sometimes  they  were  broken  near  the  mid- 
dle, as  if  struck  with  a  large  cannon  shot.  About  noon  they 
began  to  advance  with  considerable  swiftness  upon  us,  the  wind 
being  very  strong  at  north.  Eleven  of  them  ranged  along  side  of 
us  about  the  distance  of  three  miles.  The  greatest  diameter  of 
the  largest  appeared  to  me  at  that  distance  as  S*  it  would  measure 
ten  feet.  They  retired  firom  us  with  a  wind  at  S.  E.,  leaving  an 
impression  upon  my  mind  to  which  I  can  give  no  name,  though 
surely  one  ingredient  in  it  was  fear,  with  a  considerable  deal  of 
wonder  and  astonishment.  It  was  in  vain  to  /think  of  fl3ang ; 
the  swiftiest  horse,  or  fastest  sailing  ship,  could  be  of  no  use  to 
carry  us  out  of  this  danger;  and  the  ftiU  persuasion  of  this 
rivetted  me  as  if  to  the  spot  where  I  stood,  and  let  the  camels 
gain  on  me  so  much  in  my  state  of  lameness,  that  it  was  with 
some  difficulty  I  could  overtake  them."  (Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  553.) 
If  this  quotation  is  allowed  to  explain  the  imagery  used  by  Job, 
we  see  a  magnificence  in  it  not  before  apparent.  "  We  see  how 
Job's  dignity  might  be  exalted  in  the  air,  might  rise  to  great 
grandeur,  importance,  and  even  terror,  in  the  sight  of  beholders ; 
might  ride  upon  the  wind,  which  bears  it  about,  causing  it  to 
advance  or  to  recede ;  and  after  all,  when  the  wind  diminishes, 
might  disperse  this  pillar  of  sand  into  the  undistinguished  level  of 
the  desert.  This  comparison  seems  to  be  precisely  adapted  to 
the  mind  of  an  Arab,  who  must  have  seen,  or  have  been  informed 
of,  similar  phenomena  in  the  countries  around  him." 

Saul's  conversion. 

Acts  xxii.  9.  They  that  were  with  me  saw  indeed  the  light, 
and  were  afraid,  hut  they  heard  not  the  voice  of  him  that  spake 
to  me.l  Eisner  has  shown,  in  a  curious  note  on  this  passage,  that 
the  heathens  thought  that  divine  voices  as  well  as  visions  might 
affect  one  person  in  a  company  without  being  perceived  by  the 
rest.     Ob^erv.  vol.  i.  p.  466. 

SCAPE-GOAT  SELECTED  BY  LOT. 

Lev.  xvi.  8.  And  Aaron  shall  east  lots  upon  the  two  goats,  one 
lot  for  the  Lord,  and  the  other  lot  for  the  scape-goat.']  The  man- 
ner in  which  these  lots  were  cast  does  not  appear  in  scripture ; 
but  if  we  may  credit  the  rabbis,  there  was  an  urn  brought  to  the 
high-priest,  into  which  he  threw  two  wooden  lots,  on  one  of  which 
was  written,  "for  the  Lord";  on  the  other,  "azazel,"  the  word 
which  we  render  the  scape^goat.  After  he  had  shaken  them,  he 
put  both  his  hands  into  the  urn,  and  brought  up  the  lots,  one  in 
each  hand ;  and  as  the  goats  stood,  one  on  each  side  of  him,  their 
fate  was  determined  by  the  lot  that  came  up  in  the  hand  next  to 
them.  If  the  right  hand  brought  up  the  lot  for  the  Lord,  they 
regarded  it  as  a  good  omen.     If  the  left  hand  brought  up  that 
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lot,  they  accounted  it  as  a  bad  omen,  and  am  indication  that  God 
was  not  pacified.    Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  ii.  p.  267. 

Lev.  xvi.  22.  And  the  goat  shall  bear  upon  him  all  their  ini- 
quities unto  a  land  not  inhabited  ;  and  he  shall  let  go  the  goat^  in 
the  wilderness^]  The  Aswamedha  Jug  is  an  ancient  Indian 
custom^  in  which  a  horse  was  brought  and  sacrificed^  with  some 
rites  similar  to  those  prescribed  in  the  Mosaic  law.  ^^  The  horse 
so  sacrificed  is  in  place  of  the  sacrificer,  bears  his  sins  with  him 
into  the  wilderness,  into  which  he  is  turned  adrift  (for,  from  this 
particular  instance,  it  seems  that  the  sacrificing  knife  was  not 
always  employed),  and  becomes  the  expiatory  victim  of  those 
sins."  Mr.  Halhed  observes  (Preface  to  the  Code  of  Gentoo 
Laws,  p.  9),  that  this  ceremony  xeminds  us  of  the  scape-goat  of 
the  Israelites ;  and  indeed  it  is  not  the  only  one  in  which  a  parti- 
cular coincidence  between  the  Hindoo  and  Mosaic  systems  of 
theology  may  be  traced.  To  this  account  may  be  subjoined  a 
narrative,  in  some  measure  similar,  firom  Mr.  Bruce*  "  We  found 
that  upon  some  dissension,  the  garrison  and  townsmen  had  been 
fighting  for  several .  days,  in  which  disorders  the  greatest  part  of 
the  ammunition  in  the  town  had  been  expended,  but  it  had  since 
been  agreed  on  by  the  old  men  of  both  parties,  that  nobody  had 
been  to  blame  on  either  side,  but  the  whole  wrong  was  the  work 
of  a  camel.  A  camel,  therefore,  was  seized,  and  brought  without 
the  town,  and  there  a  number  on  both  sides  having  met,  they 
upbraided  the  camel  with  every  thing  that  had  been  either  said  or 
done.  The  camel  had  killed  men ;  he  had  threatened  to  set  the 
town  on  fire ;  the  camel  had  threatened  to  burn  the  aga*s  house 
and  the  castle ;  he  had  cursed  the  grand  signior  and  the  sheriffe 
of  Mecca,  the  sovereigns  of  the  two  parties  ;  and  (the  only  thing 
the  poor  animal  was  interested  in)  he  had  threatened  to  destroy 
the  wheat  that  was  going  to  Mecca.  After  having  spent  great 
part  of  the  afternoon  in  upbraiding  the  camel,  whose  measure  of 
iniquity,  it  seems  was  near  full,  each  man  thrust  him  through  with 
a  lance,  devoting  him,  diis  manibus  et  diris,  by  a  kind  of  prayer, 
and  with  a  thousand  curses  upon  his  head,  aft;er  which  every  man 
retired,  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  wrongs  he  had  received  from  thq 
camel /^' 

sceptres  of  the  ancients  referred  to. 

£zek.  xix.  11.  She  had  strong  rods  for  the  sceptres  of  them 
that  bear  rule.']  The  allusion  here  is  evidently  to  the  sceptres  of 
the  ancients,  which  were  no  other  than  walkmg-sticks,  cut  firom 
the  stems  or  branches  of  trees,  and  decorated  with  gold,  or 
studded  with  golden  nails.  Thus  Achilles  is  introduced  as  swear- 
ing by  a  sceptre,  which  being  cut  firom  the  trunk  of  a  tree  on  the 
mountains,  and  stripped  of  its  bark  and  leaves,  should  never  more 
produce  leaves  and  brailches,  or  sprout  again.  Such  an  one  the 
Grecian  judges  carried  in  their  hands.     See  Homer,  II.  i.  234. 
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SCEPTRE  DEPARTING. 

Gen.  xlix.  10.  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  JudahJ] 
Sceptres,  or  staves  of  some  kind  or  other,  have  been  among 
almost  all  nations  the  ensigns  of  civil  authority,  as  they  are  to  this 
day,  being  in  themselves  very  proper  emblems  of  power  extended, 
or  acting  at  a  distance  from  the  person.  Achilles,  who  was  the 
chief  of  a  Grecian  tribe  or  elan,  is  described  in  Homer  as  holding 
a  sceptre  or  staff  which 

The  delegates  of  Jove^  dispensiDg  laws. 

Bear  io  their  hands.  II.  i.  t38. 

SCORPIONS  USED  AS  SYMBOLS. 

Rev.  ix.  19.  For  their  power  is  in  their  mouth  and  their  tails,] 
The  power  in  the  mouth  and  in  the  tails,  as  serpents,  is  plainly  an 
allusion  to  those  serpents  which  are  supposed  to  have  two  heads, 
one  at  each  end  of  their  body,  as  Pliny  describes  the  amphis- 
boena;  ^'geminum  caput  amphisboenae,  hoc  est  ad  caput,  et  ad 
caudam,  tanquam  parum  esset  uno  ore  fundi  venenum.*'  (Hist 
Nat.  lib.  viii.  cap.  23.)  A  proper  representation  of  a  furious  and 
terrible  invasion.      Lowman,  in  loc. 

SCOURGING  COMMON  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Matt.  x.  17.  They  will  scourge  you.']  This  punishment  was 
very  common  amongst  the  Jews,  with  whom  there  were  two  ways 
of  inflicting  it ;  one  with  thongs  or  whips  made  of  ropes*  ends  or 
straps  of  leather,  the  other  with  rods,  twigs,  or  branches  of  some 
tree.  The  rabbins  think  that  ordinary  faults  committed  against 
the  law  were  punished  by  scourging,  not  with  blows  from  a  rod, 
but  from  a  whip.  They  reckon  up  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
faults  liable  to  this  penalty ;  and  they  hold  that  all  punishable 
faults,  to  which  the  law  has  not  annexed  the  penalty  of  death, 
must  be  punished  by  the  scourge.  The  offender  was  stripped 
from  his  shoulders  to  his  middle,  and  tied  by  his  arms  to  a  pretty 
low  pillar,  that  he  might  lean  forward,  and  the  executioner  might 
more  easily  come  at  his  back.  Some  maintain  that  they  never 
gave  more  or  less  than  thirty-nine  strokes,  but  that  in  greater 
feults  they  struck  with  proportionable  violence.  Others  think, 
that  when  the  fault  and  ^rcumstances  require  it,  they  might  in- 
crease the  number  of  blows. 

It  is  said,  that  after  the  stripping  of  the  criminal,  the  execu- 
tioner mounted  upon  a  stone,  to  have  more  power  over  him,  and 
then  scourged  him  both  on  the  back  and  breasts  with  thongs  made 
of  an  ox's  hide,  in  open  court,  before  the  face  of  the  judges.  The 
rule  was,  that  the  criminal  was  scourged  before  the  council  of 
three,  for  the  violation  of  a  negative  precept ;  but  for  the  breach 
of  an  affirmative,  the  execution  was  to  be  done  before  the  court 
of  twenty-three.  All  the  time  the  executioner  was  scourging 
him,  the   principal  judge  proclaimed   these  words  with   a  loud 
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voice !  "  If  thou  observe  not  all  the  words  of  this  law,"  &c. 
(Deut.  xxviii.  58),  adding,  "  keep  therefore  the  words  of  this 
covenant"  (Deut  xxix.  9),  and  concluding  at  last  with  those  of 
the  Psalmist,  "  but  he  being  full  of  compassion  forgave  their  ini- 
quities." (Psalm  Ixxviii.  38.)  These  words  he  was.  to  repeat,  if 
he  had  finished  before  the  full  number  of  stripes  was  given. 

« 

SEA  SHORE  A  PLACE  FOR  TAKING  A  REPAST. 

John  xxi.  1.  jifter  these  things  Jesus  showed  himself  again 
to  the  disciples  at  the  sea  of  Tiberias.']  Plutarch,  in  one  of  his 
books,  observes,  that  the  Greeks  firequently,  for  pleasure,  took  a 
repast  on  the  sea  shore ;  and  Doubdan  has  mentioned  his  finding 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  confines  of  the  Holy  Land  enjoying 
themselves  in  like  manner,  near  the  sea,  eating  and  smoking  there. 
These  accounts,  especially  when  put  together,  may  give  us  the 
most  exact  view  of  what  passed  between  our  Lord  and  the  disci- 
ples on  the  shore  of  the  sea  of  Galilee. 

The  substance  of  what  Plutarch  (Symposiac.  lib.  iv.  probl.  4) 
says,  is  as  follows:  "What  do  they  meari,  who,  inviting  one 
another  to  form  a  party  of  pleasure,  say,  let  us  eat  to-day  on  the 
sea  shore  ?  Do  they  not  show  that  they  consider  an  entertain- 
ment on  the  sea  shore  as  the  most  delightful ;  certainly  not  on 
account  of  the  waves  and  the  pebbles  there,  but  because  they  have 
the  best  opportunity  of  fiirnishing  the  table  with  plenty  of  fish, 
perfectly  fresh."  To  this  may  be  subjoined  the  account  which 
Doubdan  gives  of  what  happened  to  him  in  a  short  voyage  from 
St.  John  D'Acre  to  Sidon.  They  hired  a  fishing-boat  for  this 
voyage,  and  through  the  indolence  of  the  seamen,  who  would  not 
row,  they  got  no  further  than  Tyre  that  night.  In  the  morning, 
not  being  in  a  boat  whose  proper  business  it  was  to  carry  passen- 
gers, but  at  the  mercy  of  four  or  five  fishermen,  who  did  nothing 
but  cast  their  nets  into  the  sea,  most  commonly  without  success, 
exposed  to  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun  by  day,  and  setere  cold 
in  the  night,  they  employed  a  poor  Jew,  who  was  with  them  in  the 
bark,  and  who  could  speak  a  little  of  the  language  used  by  Franks 
in  that  country,  to  call  upon  them  to  push  forward,  that  they  might 
arrive  in  good  time  at  Sidon ;  but,  contrary  to  their  agreement, 
they  immediately  cast  their  nets  into  the  sea,  to  procure  themr 
selves  a  dinner ;  then  they  landed  to  dress  their  fish  and  eat  it ; 
after  which  they  slept  for  more  than  two  hours,  while  Doubdan 
and  those  with  him  were  broiling  with  the  scorching  sun  over 
head,  and  the  heated  rocks  underneath.  Being  put  out  again  to 
sea,  upon  the  promise  of  an  augmentation  of  their  pay,  they  took 
up  their  oars  and  rowed  with  briskness  for  four  or  five  miles,  in 
order  to  reach  Sidon  that  same  day.  They  then  grew  tired,  and 
being  inclined  to  return  to  their  fishing,  they  put  Doubdan  and 
his  companions  on  shore,  where  there  was  a  very  large  and  deep 
cavern,  which  had  been  hollowed  by  the  violence  of  the  wave3, 
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which  enter  it  with  fiiry  upon  the  least  wind  that  blows,  and 
immediately  applied  themselves  to  cook  some  small  fishes  with 
some  rice ;  and,  without  speaking  one  word  to  Doubdan,  carried 
all  on  board  the  bark,  and  went  away  toward  the  place  from 
whence  they  came,  so  that  they  lost  sight  of  them  in  a  few 
moments.  This  unexpected  accident  extremely  astonished  them ; 
and  what  was  worse,  there  were  many  Turks,- Moors  and  Arabs 
of  a  variety  of  colours,  in  this  cavern,  of  whom  some  were  reclined 
on  the  sand  enjoying  the  fresh  air,  some  were  dressing  provisions 
among  these  rocks,  others  were  smoking  tobacco,  notwithstanding 
the  apparent  danger  of  the  fall  of  great  pieces  of  the  rocks,  which 
frequently  happened ;  but  it  is  common  for  them  to  retire  hither, 
on  account  of  a  spring  of  fine  water  which  glides  along  here,  and 
is  always  extremely  cool.  (Voyage  de  la  Terre-Sainte,  ch.  61.) 
Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  205. 

SEAL  OF  GOD. 

Rev.  vii.  2.  jind  I  saw  another  angel  ascending  from  the 
east,  having  the  seal  of  the  living  GodJ]  The  bearing  of  a  seal 
is  a  token  of  a  high  office,  either  by  succession  or  deputation. 
(Gen.  xli.  42,  Esther  viii.  2.)  Josephus  gives  several  instances  of 
this,  lib.  xi.  cap.  6,  lib.  xii.  cap.  14.)  Thus  in  Aristophanes,  the 
taking  away  of  the  ring  signifies  the  discharging  of  a  chief 
magistrate. 

SEALING  DESPATCHES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

1  Kings  xxi.  8.  So  she  wrote  letters  in  AhaUs  name,  and 
sepled  them  with  his  seaL^  The  very  ancient  custom  of  sealing 
despatches  with  a  seal  or  signet  set  in  a  ring,  is  still  retained  in 
the  East  Pococke  says  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  186,  note),  "in 
Egypt  they  make  the  impression  of  their  name  with  their  seal, 
generally  of  cornelian,  which  they  wear  on  their  finger,  and  which 
is  blacked  when  they  have  occasion  to  seal  with  it"  Hanway 
remarks  (Travels,  i.  317),  that "  the  Persian  ink  serves  not  only 
for  writing,  but  for  subscribing  with  their  seal ;  indeed  many  of 
the  Persians  in  high  office  could  not  write.  In  their  rings  they 
wear  agates,  which  serve  for  a  seal,  on  which  is  frequently  en- 
graved their  name,  ahd  some  verse  from  the  Koran."  Shaw  also 
has  a  remark  exactly  to  the  same  purpose.     Travels,  p.  247. 

SEALS  OF  ANCIENT  DATE  IN  ASIA. 

1  Kings  xxi.  8.  Seal,^  Seals  are  of  very  ancient  invention. 
Thus  Judah  lefi;  his  seal  with  Tamar  as  a  pledge.  The  ancient 
Hebrews  wore  their  seals  or  signets  in  rings  on  their  fingers,  or 
in  bracelets  on  their  arms.  Sealing  rings,  called  annuli  signa- 
torii,  sigillares,  and  chirographi,  are  said  by  profane  authors  to 
have  been  invented  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  who  not  content  to 
shut  their  chests,  armouries,  &c.  with  keys,  added  a  seal  also. 
Letters  and  contracts  were  sealed  thus :  first  they  were  tied  up 
with  thread  or  a  string,  then  the  wax  was  applied  to  the  knot. 
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and  the  seal  impressed  upon  itf  Rings  seem  to  have  been  used 
as  seals  in  almost  every  country.  Pliny,  however,  observes  that 
seals  were  scarcely  used  at  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war ;  the 
method  of  shutting  up  letters  was  by  curious  knots,  which  inven- 
tion was  particularly  honoured,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  Gordian 
knot  We  are  also  informed  by  Pliny,  that  in  his  time  no  seals 
were  used  but  in  the  Roman  empire :  but  at  Rome  testaments 
were  null  without  the  testator's  seal  and  the  seals  of  seven  wit- 
nesses.    Wilson's  Arcbaeol.  Diet,  art  Seal. 

Job  xiv.  17.  Sealed  up  in  a  hag.l  The  money  that  is  collected 
together  in  the  treasuries  of  eastern  princes  is  told  up  in  certain 
equal  sums,  put  into  hags,  and  sealed.  (Chardin.)  These  are  what 
in  some  parts  of  the  Levant  are  called  purses,  where  they  reckon 
great  expenses  by  so  many  purses.  The  money  collected  in  the 
temple  in  the  time  of  Joash,  for  its  reparation,  seems  in  like  man- 
ner to  have  been  told  up  in  bags  of  equal  value  to  each  other,  and 
probably  delivered  sealed  to  those  who  paid  the  workmen. 
{2  Kings  xii.  10.)  If  Job  alludes  to  this  custom,  it  should  seem 
that  he  considered  his  offences  as  reckoned  by  God  to  be  very, 
numerous,  as  well  as  not  sufiered  to  be  lost  in  inattention,  since 
they  are  only  considerably  sums  which  are  thus  kept  Harmer, 
vol.  ii.  p.  ^85. 

Job  xxxviii.  14.  It  is  turned  as  clay  to  the  seahl  The  birds 
pillage  the  granary  of  Joseph  extremely,  where  the  corn  of  Egypt 
is  deposited,  that  is  paid  as  a  tax  to  th^  ^and  signior ;  for  it  is 
quite  uncovered  at  the  top,  there  being  little  or  no  rain  in  that 
country;  its  doors,  however,  are  kept  cariefuUy  sealed,  but  its 
inspectors  do  not  make  use  of  wax  upon  this  occcasion,  but  put 
their  seal  upon  a  handful  of  clay,  with  which  they  cover  the  lock 
of  the  door.  This  doubtless  is  what  is  referred  to  in  these  words, 
"  it  is  turned  as  clay  to  the  seal."     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  457. 

John  vi.  27.  Him  hath  God  the  Father  sealed.]  Some  have 
ingeniously  conjectured  that  this  may  allude  to  a  custom  which 
princes  might  have  when  making  grand  entertainments,  to  give  a 
commission  under  their  hand  and  seal,  or  perhaps  to  deliver  a 
signet  to  those  whom  they  appointed  to  preside  in  the  manage- 
ment of  them.  (See  Eisner,  vol.  i.  p.  31 1.)  Though  it  may  possibly 
be  sufficient  to  say,  that  to  seal  is  a  general  phrase  for  authorizing 
by  proper  credentials,  whatever  the  purpose  be  for  which  they  are 
given,  or  for  marking  a  person  out  as  wholly  devoted  to  his  ser- 
vice whose  seal  he  bears.     Doddridge,  in  loc. 

2  Tim.  ii.  19.  The  foundation  of  God  standeth  sure,  having 
this  seal.]  Many  critics  have  justly  observed,  that  the  word 
fT<l>payig  often  signifies  an  inscription,  or  the  mark  made  by  a  seal, 
as  well  as  the  seal  itself;  and  the  expression  is  here  used  with 
peculiar  propriety,  in  allusion  to  the  custom  of  engraving  upon 
some  stones,  laid  in  the  foundation  of  buildings,  the  name  of  the 
person  by  whom,  and  the  purposes  for  which  the  structure  is 


882  aRIENTAL    CUSTOMS. 

raised  :  and  nothing  can  have  a  greater  tendency  to  encourage  the 
hope,  and  at  the  same  time  to  engage  the  obedience  of  christians, 
than  this  double  inscription. 

SEATS  NEAR  A  PILLAR  A  MARK  OF  HONOUR. 

2  Kings  xi.  14.  And  when  she  looked,  behold,  the  king  stood 
by  a  pillar,  as  the  manner  was.^  From  various  testimonies  it 
appears,  that  a  seat  erected  near  a  pillar  or  column  was  particu- 
larly honourable  and  distinguishing.  Homer  furnishes  an  instance 
of  this  kind.     Speaking  of  Ulysses,  he  says, 

The  monarch  bj  a  column  high  enthroned. 
His  eje  withdrew,  and  fix*d  it  on  the  ground. 

Odyss.  xxiii.  93.     Pope. 

The  same  custqm  is  also  twice  mentioned  in  Odyss.  b.  viii.  See 
also  2  Kings  xxiii.  3. 

SEETHING  THE  KID  IN  ITS  MOTHER's  MILK. 

ExoD.  xxiii.  19.  Thou  shalt  not  seethe  a  kid  in  his  mother^s 
milki]  Cudworth  (on  the  Lord's  Supper,  p.  14)  gives  a  very 
curious  relation  of  the  superstition,  on  account  of  which  he  con- 
ceives the  seething  of  a  kid  in  its  dam's  milk  to  have  been  prohi- 
bited. "  It  was  a  custom  of  the  ancient  heathens,  when  they  had 
gathered  in  all  their  fruits,  to  take  a  kid,  and  boU  it  in  the  dam's 
milk,  and  then,  in  a  magical  way,  to  go  about  and  besprinkle  with 
it  all  their  trees,  and  fields,  and  gardens,  and  orchards,  thinking 
by  this  means  they  should  make  them  fructify  and  bring  forth 
fruit  again  more  abundantly  the  following  year.  Wherefore  God 
forbade  his  people,  the  Jews,  at  the  time  of  their  ingathering,  to 
use  any  such  superstitious  or  idolatrous  rite." 

SEPARATE  BEDS  MOSTLY  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Luke  xi.  7.  He  from  within  shall  answer  and  say,  trouble  me 
not,  the  door  is  now  shut,  and  my  children  are  with  me  in  bed,"] 
Maillet  informs  us,  that  it  is  common  in  Egypt  for  each  person  to 
sleep  in  a  separate  bed.  Even  the  husband  and  the  wife  lie  in  two 
distinct  beds  in  the  same  apartment.  Their  female  slaves  also, 
though  several  lodge  in  the  same  chamber,  yet  have  each  a  sepa- 
rate mattress.  (Lett,  xi,  p.  124.)  Sir  John  Chardin  also  observes, 
that  it  is  usual  for  a  whole  family  to  sleep  in  the  same  room, 
especially  those  in  lower  life,  laying  their  beds  on  the  ground. 
From  these  circumstances  we  learn  the  precise  meaning  of  the 
reply  now  referred  to :  "  he  from  within  shall  answer  and  say, 
trouble  me  not,  the  door  is  now  shut,  and  my  children  are  with 
me  in  bed :  I  cannot  rise  and  give  thee."  It  signifies  that  they 
were  all  in  bed  in  the  same  apartment,  not  in  the  same  bed. 

When  Solomon  speaks  of  "  two  lying  together  in  one  bed  to  get 
heat,"  we  must  suppose  that  he  means  it  for  medicinal  purposes,  as 
it  was  sometimes  done  with  that  view,  but  hardly  ever  else.  Eccls. 
iv.  11,  1  Kings  i.  1,  2.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  164. 
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SEPULCHAE  OF  THE  SAVIOUR  A  NEW  ONE. 

Matt,  xxvii.  60.  And  laid  it  in  his  own  netv  tomb,  which  he 
had  hewn  out  in  the  rock  ;  and  he  rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  door 
of  the  sepulchre,^  The  Jews  distinguish  between  a  new  grave 
and  an  old  one.  *^  A  new  grave  may  be  measured,  and  sold,  and 
divided :  an  old  one  may  not  be  measured,  nor  sold  nor  divided." 
The  sepulchres  'were  not  only  made  in  rocks,  but  had  doors  to  go 
in  and  out  at :  these  doors  were  fastened  with  a  large  and  broad 
stone  rolled  against  them.  It  was  at  the  shutting  up  of  the  sepul- 
chre with  this  stone  that  mourning  began :  and  after  it  was  shut 
with  this  sepulchral  stone,  it  was  not  lawful  to  open  it. 

Mark  xvi.  5.  And  entering  into  the  sepulchre!]  The  sepul- 
chres of  the  Jews  were  made  so  large  that  persons  might  go  into 
them.  The  rule  for  making  them  is  this :  "  he  that  sells  ground 
to  his  neighbour  to  make  a  burying-place  must  make  a  court  at 
the  mouth  of  the  cave,  six  by  six,  according  to  the  bier,  and  those 
that  bury."  It  was  into  this  court  that  the  women  entered.  Here 
they  could  look  into  the  sepulchre  and  the  several  graves  in  it, 
and  see  what  were  in  them. 

SERAPHIM  AND  A  LIVE  COAL. 

Isaiah  vi.  6.  Then  flew  one  of  the  seraphim  unto  me,  having 
a  live  coal  in  his  handy  which  he  had  taken  with  the  tongs  from  off 
the  altar.]  Hoc  quoque  inter  reliqua  neglectae  religionis  est,  quod 
emortuo  carbone  sacrificatur.  (Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  lib.  xvi.  tom.  2, 
p.  139.)  Pliny  mentions  as  a  mark  of  neglected  religion  the 
sacrificing  with  a  dead  coal. 

SERVANTS  IN  THE  EAST  WER.E  PECULIARLY  SUBMISSIVE. 

PsALM  cxxiii.  2.  As  the  eyes  of  servants  look  unto  the  hands 
of  their  masters.]  The  servants  or  slaves  in  the  East  attend  their 
masters  or  mistresses  with  the  profoundest  respect.  .  Maundrell 
(Journey  at  March,  p.  13)  observes,  that  the  servants  in  Turkey 
stand  round  their  master  and  his  guests  with  the  profoundest 
respect,  silence,  and  order  imaginable.  Pococke  says,  that  at  a 
visit  in  Egypt,  every  thing  is  done  with  the  greatest  decency,  and 
the  most  profound  silence,  the  slaves  or  servants  standing  at  the 
bottom  of  the  room,  with  their  hands  joined  before  them,  watch- 
ing with  the  utmost  attention  eveiy  motion  of  their  master,  who 
commands  them  by  signs.  De  la  Motraye  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  249) 
says,  that  the  eastern  ladies  are  waited  on  "even  at  the  least  wink 
of  the  eye,  or  motion  of  the  fingers,  and  that  in  a  manner  not  per- 
ceptible to  strangers."  The  Baron  du  Tott  (vol.  i.  p.  30)  relates 
a  remarkable  instance  of  the  authority  attending  this  mode  of  com- 
manding, and  of  the  use  of  significant  motions.  "  The  customary 
ceremonies  on  these  occasions  were  over,  and  Racub  (the  new 
visir)  continued  to  discourse  familiarly  with  the  ambassador,  when 
the  muzur-aga  (or  high  provost)  coming  into  the  hall,  and  approach- 
ing the  pacha,  whispered  something  in  his  ear,  and  we  observed 
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that  all  the  answer  he  received  from  him  was  a  slight  horizontal 
motion  with  his  hand,  after  which  the  visir,  instantly  resuming  an 
agreeable  smile,  continued  the  conversation  for  some  time  longer : 
we  then  left  the  hall  of  audience,  and  came  to  the  foot  of  the  great 
stair-case,  where  we  remounted  our  horses :  here,  nine  heads,  cut 
ofl^  and  placed  in  a  row  on  the  outside  of  the  first  gate,  completely 
explained  the  sigriy  which  the  visir  had  made  use  of  in  our  pre- 
sence." Hence  we  discover  the  propriety  of  the  actions  performed 
by  the  prophets.  Ezekiel  was  a  sign  to  the  people  in  not  mourn- 
ing for  the  dead  (chap,  xxiv),  in  his  removing  into  captivity,  and 
digging  through  the  wall  (chap.  xii).  Such  conduct  was  perfectly 
well  understood,  and  was  very  significant. 

SERVANTS  SHOULD  BE  IN  A  WAITING  POSTURE. 

Luke  xii.  37.  And  will  come  forth  and  serve  them,^  The 
Arabic  version  renders  it,  "  he  shall  stand  to  minister  unto  them." 
The  phrase  is  expressive  of  the  posture  of  a  servant,  who,  as  Dr. 
Lightfoot  observes,  goes  round  the  table  while  others  sit.  Some 
think  there  is  an  allusion  in  the  words  to  a  custom  used  at  some 
feasts,  particularly  at  those  in  honour  of  Saturn,  in  which  servants 
changed  clothes  with  their  masters,  and  sat  at  their  tables,  their  mas- 
ters serving  them. 

SlJVEN  A  SACRED  NUMBER  WITH  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Lev.  xvi.  14.  Seven,]  The  number  seven  was  highly  regarded, 
and  thought  of  great  efficacy  in  religious  actions,  not  only  by  the 
Jews,  but  by  the  heathens.  Apuleius  says.  Desirous  of  purifjring 
myself,  I  wash  in  the  sea,  and  dip  my  head  seven  times  in  the 
wavesj  the  divine  Pythagoras  having  taught,  that  this  number  is 
above  all  others  most  proper  in  the  concerns  of  religion  (de  Asino 
aureo,  lib.  xi.).  Very  frequent  instances  of  the  recurrence  of  this 
number  are  to  be  found  in  the  scriptures. 

SHADY  tree  of  GREAT  VALUE  IN  THE  EAST. 

Sol.  Song  ii.  3.  I  sat  down  under  his  shadow  with  great 
delight^  and  his  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  taste.]  "  Shade^  according 
to  Mr.  Wood,  in  his  description  of  the  ruins  of  Balbec  (p.  6)  is  an 
essential  article  in  oriental  luxury.  The  greatest  people  seek  these 
refi*eshments  as  well  as  the  meaner.     So  Dr.  Pococke  found  the 

1)atriarch  of  the  Maronites  (who  was  of  one  of  their  greatest  fami- 
ies)  and  a  bishop  sitting  under  a  tree.  (Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  95.) 
Any  tree  that  is  thick  and  spreading  doth  for  them ;  but  it  must 
certainly  be  an  addition  to  their  enjoying  of  themselves,  when  the 
tree  is  of  a  fragrant  nature,  as  well  as  shady,  which  the  citron  tree 
is.  Travellers  there,  we  find  in  their  accoimts,  have  made  use  of 
plane  trees,  walnut  trees,  &c.,  and  Egmont  and  Heyman  were  en- 
tertained with  cofiee  at  Mount  Sinai,  under  the  orange  trees  of  the 
garden  of  that  place  (vol.  ii.  p.  178). 

The  people  of  those  countries  not  only  frequently  sit  under  shady 
trees,  and  take  collations  under  them,  but  sometimes  the  firuit  of 
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those  trees,  under  which  they  sit,  is  shaken  down  upon  ^em,  as 
an  agreeableness.  So  Dr.  Pococke  tells  us,  when  he  was  at  Sidon^ 
he  was  entertained  in  a  garden,  in  the  shade  of  some  apricot  trees^ 
and  the  fruit  of  them  was  shaken  upon  him.  (Travels,  vol.  ii. 
p.  85.)  He  speaks  of  it  indeed  as  if  it  was  done  as  a  great  proof 
of  their  abundance,  but  it  seems  rather  to  have  been  designed  as 
an  agreeable  addition  to  the  entertainment."  Harmer,  on  Solo- 
toon's  Song,  p.  247. 

SHAKING  OFF  THE  DUST  OF  THE  FEET  EXPLAINED. 

Matt.  x.  14,  Shake  off  the  dust  of  your  feet. ^  In  these  words 
there  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  some  maxims  and.  customs  of  the 
Jews,  with  respect  to  the  dust  of  heathen  countries.  With  them 
all  dust  which  comes  from  the  land  of  the  Gentiles  is  reckoned  de- 
filing. Hence  they  would  not  suffer  herbs  to  be  brought  out  of  a 
heathen  country  into  the  land  of  Israel,  lest  dust  should  be  brought 
along  with  them.     Gill,  in  loc, 

SHEDDING  MUCH  BLOOD  DISQUALIFIED  DAVID  FOR  BUILDING  THE 

TEMPLE. 

1  Chron.  xxii.  8.  Thou  shalt  not  build  a  house  unto  my  name^ 
because  thou  hast  shed  much  bhod  upon  the  earthJ]  The  custom 
which  prohibits  persons  polluted  with  blood  to  perform  any  offices 
of  divine  worship  before  they  were  purified,  is  so  ancient  and  uni- 
versal, that  it  may  almost  be  esteemed  a  precept  of  natural  religion, 
tending  to  inspire  an  uncommon  dread  and  horror  of  bloodshed. 
In  the  case  of  David  it  amounted  to*  a  disqualification,  as  it  re- 
spected the  building  of  the  temple.  And  with  regard  to  some  of 
the  Israelites,  it  was  the  cause  of  the  rejection  of  their  prayers. 
Isaiah  i.  15.  The  Greeks  were  influenced  by  the  same  principle. 
Euripides  represents  Iphigenia  as  arguing  that  it  was  impossible 
for  human  sacrifices  to  be  acceptable  to  the  gods,  since  they  do 
not  permit  any  defiled  with  blood,  or  even  polluted  with  the  touch 
of  a  dead  body,  to  come  near  their  altars.  (Iphig.  in  Taur.  v.  380.) 
Homer  makes  Hector  say, 

111  fits  it  me,  with  haman  gore  distain'd, 
To  the  pure  skies  these  horrid  hands  to  raise, 
Or  offer  heaven's  great  sire  polluted  praise. 

PopK,  II.  vi.  335. 

Virgil  also  makes  i^neas  say. 

Me  hello  e  tanto  digressum  et  cede  recenti 

Attrectare  nefas,  donee  me  flumine  viyo 

Abluero.— —  ^En.  ii.  717. 

SHELTER  UNDER  A  TREE. 

1  Sam.  xxii.  6.  Under  a  tree.]  However  common  it  might 
be  for  the  generality  of  persons,  when  travelling,  to  take  up  with 
a  temporary  residence  under  a  tree,  it  seems  extraordinary  that 
kings  and  princes  should  not  be  better  accommodated ;  yet  accord- 
ing to  eastern  customs  it  is  perfectly  natural.  Thus  when  Pococke 
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was  travelling  in  the  company  of  the  Governor  of  Faiume,  who 
was  treated  with  great  respect  as  he  passed  along,  they  spent  one 
night  in  a  grove  of  palm  trees.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  1^7. 

SHIELDS  KEPT  BRIGHT  BY  THE  ORIENTALS. 

Isaiah  xxi.  5.  Anoint  the  shield."]  As  the  Israelites  were 
usually  very  carefiil  of  their  armour,  so  particularly  of  their  shields. 
Upon  these  their  names  and  warlike  deeds  were  generally  engraved. 
These  they  scoured,  polished,  and  oiled.  To  render  and  preseiTe 
them  bright  was  an  object  to  which  they  were  exceedingly  atten- 
tive. This  appears  to  have  been  done  by  anointing  them  with  oiL 
Accordingly  we  find  Isaiah  directing  to  "  anoint  tne  shield ;"  and 
as  this  was  done  to  give  them  a  lustre,  so  they  were  covered  with 
a  case  when  they  were  not  in  use,  to  preserve  them  from  becoming 
rusty.  Hence  we  read  of  the  "  uncovering  of  the  shield."  (Isaiah 
xxii.  6.)  To  this  practice  may  also  be  referred  (2  Sam.  i,  ^1)  the 
anointing  mentioned,  belonging  to  the  shield,  and  not  to  Saul,  a 
version  of  the  passage  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  original. 

SHOULDER  OF  LAMB  A  DELICACY  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

1  Sam.  ix.  24f,  And  the  cook  took  up  the  shoitlder  and  that 
which  was  upon  it,  and  set  it  before  Saul.']  The  shoulder  of  a 
lamb  is  thought  in  the  East  a  great  delicacy.  Abdolmelek  the 
caliph  (Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  277),  upon  his 
entering  into  Cufah,  made  a  splendid  entertainment.  "  When  he 
was  sat  down,  Amrou  the  son  of  Hareth,  an  ancient  Mechzumian, 
came  in :  he  called  him  to  him,  and  placing  him  by  him  upon  his 
sofa,  asked  him  what  meat  he  liked  best  of  all  that  ever  he  had 
eaten.  The  old  Mechzumian  answered,  an  ass's  neck  well  sea- 
soned and  well  roasted.  You  do  nothing,  says  Abdolmelek :  what 
say  you  to  a  leg  or  a  shoulder  of  a  sucking  lamb,  well  roasted, 
and  covered  over  with  butter  and  milk  ?"  This  sufficiently  ex- 
plains the  reason  why  Samuel  ordered  it  for  the  future  king  of 
Israel,  as  well  as  what  that  was  which  was  upon  it,  the  butter  and 
milk.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  319. 

SHOULDER  THE  SEAL  OF  BURDEN. 

IsAiAH  ix.  6.  The  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder,] 
Raphelius,  in  his  note  on  this  text,  says,  "  I  believe  that  because 
we  carry  burthens  upon  our  shoulders,  therefore  government  is 
said  to  be  laid  upon  tnem."  Herodotus  (lib.  ii.  cap.  106)  mentions 
a  statue  of  Sesostris  king  of  Egypt,  on  which  some  sacred  Egyp- 
tian letters  were  engraved,  reaching  from  one  shoulder  to  the 
other,  of  this  import,  "  I  obtained  this  country  by  my  shoulders." 

SILENCE  IN  HEAVEN  EXPLAINED. 

Rev.  viii.  1.     There  was  silence  in  heaven  about  the  space  of 
half  an  hour,]     Most  interpreters  agree,  that  this  silence  in  heaven 
for  half  an  hour  is  an  allusion  to  the  manner  of  the  temple  wor- 
ship; while  the  priest  offered  incense  in  the  holyplace,  the  people 
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prayed  without  in  silence,  Luke  i.  10.  On  the  day  of  expiation 
the  whole  service  was  performed  by  the  high-priest,  to  which  par- 
ticular service  Sir  I.  Newton  has  observed  an  allusion.  *'  The 
custom  was  on  other  days,  for  one  of  the  priests  to  take  fire  from 
the  great  altar  in  a  silver  censer ;  but  on  this  day,  for  the  high- 
priest  to  take  fire  from  the  great  altar  in  a  golden  censer ;  and 
when  he  was  come  down  fi'om  the  great  altar,  he  took  incense  from 
one  of  the  priests  who  brought  it  to  him,  and  went  with  it  to  the 
golden  altar ;  and  while  he  offered  the  incense,  the  people  prayed 
without  in  silence ;  which  is  the  silence  in  heaven  for  half  an 
hour."    (On  Apoc.  p.  ^64.) 

It  was  usual  to  enjoin  silence  at  all  religious  invocations  amongst 
the  heathen  natioAs.  The  priest  began  with  ttie  known  expression 
"  favete  Unguis,"  lest  any  words  of  ill  omen  should  injure  the  sacri- 
fice. See  Hor.  Ep.  lib.  iii.  od.  1,  Virg.  JEn.  lib.  v.  TibuU.  lib.ii. 
el.  2. 

SILVER  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES  AND  AMONG  THE  MODERN  CHINESE. 

Gen.  xxiii.  16.  And  Abraham  weighed  to  Ephron  the  silver.^ 
Ancient  nations  have  discovered  a  singular  coincidence  in  the 
management  of  their  money.  The  Jews  appear  to  have  used  silver 
in  lumps,  perhaps  of  various  dimensions  ana  weights ;  and  cer- 
tainly, on  some  (Occasions  at  least,  impressed  with  a  particular 
stamp.  The  Chinese  also  do  the  same.  For  "there  is  no  silver 
coin  in  China,  notwithstanding  payments  are  made  with  that  metal, 
in  masses  of  about  ten  ounces,  having  the  form  of  the  crucibles 
they  were  refined  in,  with  the  stamp  of  a  single  character  upon 
them,  denoting  their  weight."  Macartney,  p.  290,  vol.  ii.  p.  266, 
8vo.  edit. 

SIMILITUDE  TAKEN  PROM  THE  HUSBANDMAN. 

PsALM  cxxvi.  5,  6.  He  that  goeth  forth  andweepeth,  bearing 
precious  seed.]  The  writer  of  the  account  of  the  ruins  of  Balbec, 
speaking  of  the  valley  in  which  it  stood,  observes  that  it  has  very 
little  wood;  and  adds,  "  though  shade  be  so  essential  an  article  of 
oriental  luxury,  yet  few  plantations  of  trees  are  seen  in  Turkey, 
the  inhabitants  being  discouraged  firom  labours,  which  produce 
such  distant  and  precarious  enjoyment,  in  a  country  where  even 
the  annual  fruits  of  their  industry  are  uncertain.  In  Palestine  we 
have  often  seen  the  husbandman  sowing,  accompanied  by  an  armed 
fi*iend,  to  prevent  his  being  robbed  of  the  seed"  The  Israelites 
that  returned  firom  Babylon  upon  the  proclamation  of  Cyrus,  were 
in  similar  circumstances  to  husbandmen  sowing  their  com  amidst 
enemies  and  robbers.  The  rebuilding  of  their  towns  and  their 
temple  resembled  a  time  of  sowing ;  but  they  had  reason  to  fear 
that  the  neighbouring  nations  would  defeat  these  efforts.  (Nehem. 
iv.  7.)  In  opposition  to  this  apprehension  the  Psalmist  expresses 
his  hope,  perhaps  predicts,  that  there  would  be  an  happy  issue  of 
these  beginnings  to  re-people  their  country.  Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  87. 

cc2 
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SYMPATHY  INCULCATED. 

Rom.  xii.  15.  Rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice^  and  weep 
with  them  that  weep.]  This  verse  seems  to  refer  to  the  two  gates 
of  the  temple,  one  called  the  gate  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  other 
the  gate  of  the  mourners,  into  which  two  sorts  all  kinds  of  persons 
are  divided.  The  first  contained  all  those  who  continued  unblem- 
ished members  of  the  church,  under  no  kind  of  censure ;  the  other 
contained  those  who  were  under  any  degree  of  excommunication, 
who,  though  they  might  come  into  the  temple,  must  come  in  at  the 
mourners'  door,  with  some  mark  of  discrimination  from  other  men, 
that  they  who  saw  them  might  pray  for  them,  saying,  "  He  that 
dwells  in  this  house  comfort  thee,  and  give  thee  an  heart  to  obey.'* 
Hammond,  in  he.    ^ ,  « 

SINGING  UPON  THEIR  BEDS  EXPLAINED. 

Psalm  cxlix.  5.  Let  them  sing  aloud  upon  their  beds  A  Among 
some  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  ancients  war  was  proclaimed  by 
the  ministers  of  religion,  and  military  expeditions  were  opened  by 
devout  processions  and  public  sacrifices.  The  149th  Psalm  was 
doubtless  composed  on  such  an  occasion.  It  was  sung  when 
David's  army  was  marching  out  to  war  against  the  remnant  of  the 
devoted  nations,  and  first  went  up  in  solemn  procession  to  the 
house  of  God,  there  as  it  were  to  consecrate  the  arms  he  put  into 
their  hands.  The  beds  referred  to,  on  which  they  were  to  sing 
aloud,  were  probably  the  couches  on  which  they  lay  at  the  banquet 
attending  their  sacrifices ;  which  gives  a  noble  sense  to  a  passage 
on  any  other  interpretation  hardly  intelligible.  Doddridge's 
Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  52. 

SINGULAR  MARRIAGE  PORTIONS  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  xviii.  25.  And  Saul  said,  thus  shall  ye  say  to  J)avid, 
the  king  desireth  not  any  dowry,  but  a  hundred  foreskins  of  the 
Philistines,  to  be  avenged  on  his  enemies."]  This  custom  has  pre- 
vailed in  later  times  in  some  countries,  to  give  their  daughters  in 
marriage  to  the  most  valiant  men,  or  those  who  should  bring  them 
so  many  heads  of  their  enemies.  Alex,  ab  Alexandre  (lib.  i. 
cap.  24)  reports  of  a  people  in  Carmania,  that  if  any  were  desirous 
to  marry,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  first  bring  the  king  the 
head  of  an  enemy.  The  Roman  custom  on  this  point  diflfered  from 
the  Hebrew,  the  former  requiring  the  wife  to  bring  a  portion  to 
the  husband,  that  he  might  be  able  to  bear  the  charges  of  matri- 
mony more  equally.     Patrick,  in  loc. 

SINS  CAST  INTO  THE  DEPTHS  OF  THE  SEA. 

MiCAH  vii.  19.  Thou  wilt  cast  all  their  sins  into  the  depths  of 
the  sea.]  It  is  a  custom  with  the  modern  Jews  on  ilew  year's  day 
to  sound  the  horn,  to  invite  the  people  to  hearken  with  humility 
and  attention  to  the  judgments  of  God,  and  to  thank  him  for  his 
favour  and  support  during  the  year  which  is  just  ended.  This 
festival  lasts  two  days,  and  all  the  people  in  the  synagogue  are  to 
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pray  with  a  loud  voice  and  in  a  humbler  posture  than  usual.  In 
Gennany  the  Jews  send  their  children  to  the  grand  rabbi  to  receive 
his  benediction ;  and  when  they  sit  down  to  table,  the  master  of 
the  house  takes  a  bit  of  bread,  and  dips  it  in  honey,  saying,  ^^  may 
this  year  be  sweet  and  fruitfiil ;"  and  all  the  guests  do  the  same. 
They  seldom  omit  serving  up  a  sheep's  head  at  this  entertainment, 
which  they  say  is  a  mystical  representation  of  the  ram  sacrificed 
instead  of  Isaac.  The  sounding  of  the  horn  is  performed  stand- 
ing, where  the  law  is  read,  the  whole  congregation  remaining  in 
the  same  posture.  This  is  made  of  a  ram's  horn,  being  also  a 
monument  of  Isaac's  ram.  It  is  crooked,  as  representing  the  pos- 
ture of  a  man  humbling  himself.  The  time  for  blowing  it  is  from 
sun-rise  to  sun-set.  The  ancient  Jews  upon  the  day  of  atonement 
discharged  their  sins  upon  a  he-goat,  which  afterwards  was  sent 
into  the  desert  But  the  modem  Jews,  of  Germany  in  particular, 
instead  of  a  goat,  now  do  it  upon  the  fish.  They  go  after  dinner 
to  the  brink  of  a  pond,  and  there  shake  their  clothes  over  it  with 
all  their  might.  They  derive  this  custom  from  the  passage  of  the 
prophet  Micah  now  abovB  cited. 

SINS  COMPARED  TO  SCARLET. 

IsAiAH  i.  18.  Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as 
white  as  snow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as 
wool,"]  Mr.  Henry  in  his  exposition  of  Levit  xvi.  informs  us,  that 
the  later  Jews  had  a  custom  of  tying  one  shred  of  scarlet  cloth  to 
the  horns  of  the  scape-goat,  and  another  to  the  gate  of  the  temple, 
or  to  the  top  of  the  rock  where  the  goat  was  lost ;  and  they  con- 
cluded that  if  it  turned  white,  as  they  say  it  usually  did,  the  sins 
of  Israel  were  forgiven ;  as  it  is  written.  Though  your  sins  have 
been  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  wool.  They  add,  that  for  forty 
years  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans  the 
scarlet  cloth  never  changed  colour  at  all ;  which  is  a  fair  confession 
that,  having  rejected  the  substance,  the  shadow  stood  them  in  no 
stead. 

Isaiah  i.  18.  Sins  as  scarlet.]  This  colour  was  produced 
from  a  worm  or  insect,  which  grew  in  a  coccus  or  excrescence  of 
a  shrub  of  the  ilex  kind  (Plin.  Nat  Hist.  xvi.  8),  like  the  cochineal 
worm  in  the  opuntia  of  America.  (UUoa's  Voyage,  b.  v.  cap.  2, 
p.  342.)  There  is  a  shrub  of  this  kind  that  grows  in  Provence 
and  Languedoc,  and  produces  the  like  insect,  called  the  kermes 
oak,  from  kermez  the  Arabic  word  for  this  colour,  whence  our 
word  crimson  is  derived. 

Neque  amissos  colorea 
Laaa  refert  medicata  fuco, 

says  the  poet,  applying  the  same  image  to  a  different  purpose.  To 
discharge  these  strong  colours  is  impossible  to  human  art  or 
power :  but  to  the  grace  and  power  of  God  all  things,  even  much 
more  difficult,  are  possible  and  easy.     Lqwth,  in  loc. 
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SITTING  AT  MEAT  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

Luke  vii.  36.  Sat  down  to  meat.']  In  the  most  early  times 
the  attitudeat  table  was  sitting.  In  Homer,  when  Uhrsses  arriyes 
at  the  palace  of  Alcinous,  the  king  displaces  his  son  Laodamas  in 
order  to  seat  Ulysses  in  a  magnificent  chair.  Elsewhere  Homer 
speaks  of  seating  the  guests  each  in  a  chair.  The  Egyptians  sat 
at  table  anciently,  as  did  the  Romans  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
second  Pmiic  war,  when  tiiey  began  to  recline  at  table.  Mercu- 
rialis  reports,  that  the  origin  of  this  mode  was,  the  firequent  use  of 
the  bath  among  the  Romans,  who,  afler  bathing,  going  imme- 
diately to  bed,  and  there  eating,  the  custom  insensibly  became 
general,  not  only  in  Rome  but  throughout  the  empire. 

The  tables  were  constructed  of  three  distinct  parts,  or  separate 
tables,  making  but  one  in  the  whole.  One  was  placed  at  the 
upper  end  crossways,  and  the  two  others  joined  to  its  ends  one  on 
each  side,  so  as  to  leave  an  open  space  between,  by  which  the 
attendants  could  readily  wait  at  all  the  three.  Round  these  tables 
were  placed,  not  seats^  but  beds^  one  to  each  table ;  each  of  these 
beds  was  called  clinium,  and  three  of  these  being  united  to  sur- 
round the  three  tables  made  the  triclinium.  At  tiie  end  of  each 
clinium  was  a  footstool  for  the  convenience  of  mounting  up  to  it. 
These  beds  were  formed  of  mattrasses,  and  were  supported  on 
frames  of  wood,  often  highly  ornamented.  Each  guest  reclined 
on  his  left  elbow,  using  principally  his  right  hand,  which  was  there- 
fore kept  at  liberty.  The  feet  of  the  person  reclining  being  towards 
the  external  edge  of  the  bed,  were  much  more  readily  reached  by 
any  body  passing  than  any  other  part. 

The  Jews,  before  they  sit  down  to  table,  careftiUy  wash  their 
hands;  they  consider  this  ceremony  as  essential.  After  meals, 
they  wash  tiiem  again.  When  they  sit  down  to  table,  the  master 
of  the  house,  or  chief  person  in  the  company,  taking  bread,  breaks 
it,  but  does  not  divide  it ;  then  putting  his  hand  to  it,  he  recites 
this  blessing :  Blessed  be  thou,  O  Lord  our  God,  the  king  of  the 
world,  who  producest  the  bread  of  the  earth.  Those  present 
answer,  Amen.  Having  distributed  the  bread  among  the  guests, 
he  takes  the  vessel  of  the  wine  in  his  right  hand,  sa)dng.  Blessed 
art  thou,  O  Lord  our  God,  king  of  the  world,  who  hast  produced 
the  fruit  of  the  vine.  They  then  repeat  the  23d  psalm.  They 
take  care  that  after  meals  there  shall  be  a  piece  of  bread  remain- 
ing on  the  table.  The  master  of  the  house  orders  a  glass  to  be 
washed,  fills  it  with  wine,  and  elevating  it,  says.  Let  us  bless  him 
of  whose  benefits  we  have  been  partaking;  the  rest  answer. 
Blessed  be  he,  who  has  heaped  his  favours  on  us,  and  by  his  good- 
ness has  now  fed  us.  Then  he  recites  a  pretty  long  prayer, 
wherein  he  thanks  God  for  his  many  benefits  vouchsafed  to  Israel ; 
beseeches  him  to  pity  Jerusalem  and  his  temple ;  to  restore  the 
throne  of  David;  to  send  Elijah  and  the  Messiah,  and  to  deliver 
them  out  of  their  long  captivity.    They  all  answer,  Amen.    They 
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recite  Psalm  xxiv.  9,  10.  Then  giving  the  glass  with  the  little 
wine  in  it  to  be  drank  rounds  he  takes  what  is  lefl^  and  the  table 
is  cleared.  These  are  the  ceremonies  of  the  modem  Jews.  (Cal- 
met's  Diet,  article  Eating ;  and  Fragments  supplementary.  No. 
.11/7. ) 

SITTING  BEFORE  THE  LORD. 

2  Sam.  vii.  18.  Sat  before  the  Lord.]  Pococke  (vol.  i.  p.  213) 
has  given  the  figure  of  a  person  half  sitting  and  half  kneeling,  that 
is,  kneeling  so  as  to  rest  the  most  muscular  part  of  his  body  on 
his  heels.  This,  he  observes,  is  the  manner  in  which  inferior  per- 
sons sit  at  this  day  before  great  men,  and  is  considered  as  a  very 
humble  posture.  In  this  manner,  probably  David  sat  before  the 
Lord,  when  he  went  into  the  sanctuary  to  bless  him  for  his  promise 
respecting  his  family.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  58. 

SITTING  TO  teach,  COMMON  WITH  THE  JEWISH  DOCTORS. 

Matt.  v.  1.  And  when  he  was  set,  his  disciples  came  to  himJ] 
Sitting  was  the  proper  posture  of  masters  or  teachers.  The  form 
in  which  the  master  and  his  disciples  sat  is  thus  described  by 
Maimonides.  "  The  master  sits  at  the  head  or  in  the  chief  place, 
and  the  disciples  before  him  in  acircuit,  like  a  crown;  so  that  they 
all  see  the  master,  and  hear  his  words.  The  master  may  not  sit 
upon  a  seat,  and  the  scholars  upon  the  ground ;  but  either  all' 
upon  the  earth,  or  upon  seats.  Indeed  from  the  beginning,  or 
formerly,  the  master  used  to  sit,  and  the  disciples  to  stand ;  but 
before  the  destruction  of  the  second  temple,  all  used  to  teach  their 
disciples  sitting." 

Matt.  v.  14.  A  city  that  is  set  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid."]  "A 
few  points  towards  the  north  of  Mount  Tabor  stands  that  which 
they  call  the  Mount  of  the  Beatitudes,  a  small  rising,  from  which 
OUT  Saviour  delivered  his  sermon  in  Matt.  v.  vi.  vii.  Not  far  from 
this  little  hill  is  the  city  Saphet,  supposed  to  be  the  ancient 
Bethulia.  It  stands  upon  a  very  eminent  and  conspicuous  moun- 
tain, and  is  seen  far  and  near.  May  we  not  suppose  that  Christ 
alludes  to  this  city  in  these  words,  *  a  city  that  is  set  on  a  hill 
cannot  be  hid  V  "    Maundrell's  Journey  firom  Aleppo,  p.  115. 

SITTING  UPON  STONES  TO  EAT. 

Gen.  xxxi.  46.  And  Jacob  said  unto  his  brethren,  gather  stones  ; 
and  they  took  stones  and  made  an  heap  ;  and  they  did  eat  there 
upon  the  heap.]  Niebuhr  relating  his  audience  with  the  Imam  of 
Yemen,  says,  "  I  had  gone  from  my  lodgings  indisposed,  and  by 
standing  so  long  found  myself  so  faint,  that  I  was  obliged  to  ask 
permission  to  quit  the  room.  I  found  near  the  door  some  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  court,  who  were  sitting,  in  a  scattered 
manner,  in  the  sheide,  upon  stones,  by  the  side  of  the  wall.  Among 
them  was  the  nakib  (the  general,  or  rather  master  of  the  horse), 
Cheir  Allah,  with  whom  I  had  some  acquaintance  before.  He 
immediately  resigned  his  place  to  me,  and  applied  himself  to  draw 
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together  stones  into  an  heap,  in  ordfer  to  build  himself  a  new  seat." 
This  management  might  be  owing  to  various  causes.  The  e^ctreme 
heat  of  the  ground  might  render  sitting  there  disagreeable.  The 
same  inconvenience  might  arise  also  from  its  wetness.  It  was 
certainly  a  very  common  practice ;  and  as  it  appears  from  the  in- 
stance of  Jacobs  a  very  ancient  one.     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  215. 

SITTING  UPON  THE  GROUND  A  SIGN  OF  MOURNING. 

Isaiah  iii.  26,  And  she  being  desolate  shall  sit  on  the  groundJJ 
Sitting  on  the  ground  was  a  posture  that  denoted  mourning  and 
deep  distress.  Lam.  ii.  8.  "  We  find*  Judaea  on  several  coins  of 
Vespasian  and  Titus  in  a  posture  that  denotes  sorrow  and  capti- 
vity,— sitting  on  the  ground.  I  fancy  the  Romans  might  have  an 
eye  on  the  customs  of  the  Jewish  nation,  as  well  as  those  of  their 
own  country,  in  the  several  marks  of  sorrow  they  have  set  on  this 
figure.  The  Psalmist  describes  the  Jews  lamenting  their  captivity 
in  the  same  pensive  posture.  '  By  the  waters  of  Babylon  we  sat 
down,  and  wept  when  we  remembered  thee,  O  Sion.'  But  what 
is  more  remarkable,  we  find  Judaea  represented  as  a  woman  in  sor- 
row sitting  on  the  ground,  in  a  passage  of  the  prophet  that  foretells 
the  very  captivity  recorded  on  tnis  medal."  Addison  on  Medals, 
Dial.  ii. 

Luke  x.  13.  Sitting  in  sackcloth  and  ashes.]  This  expression 
of  mourning  and  sorrow  was  frequent  in  the  East.  Thus  Tamar 
signified  her  distress  when  dishonoured  by  Amnon.  (2  Sam.  xii.  19.) 
Thus  also  "when  Mordecai  perceived  all  that  wps  done,  Mordecai 
rent  his  clothes,  and  put  on  sackcloth  with  ashes."  (Esther  iv.  1.) 
Thus  Job  expressed  his  repentance.  (Job  xlii.  6.)  Thus  Daniel 
"  set  his  fiice  unto  the  Lord  God,  to  seek  by  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion, with  fasting,  and  sackcloth,  and  ashes.'*  (Dan.  ix.  3.)  Other 
nations  adopted  the  practice,  and  it  became  a  very  common  method, 
whereby  to  exhibit  grief  and  misery.  That  it  prevailed  among  the 
Greeks  is  clear  and  certmn.  Homer  thus  represents  Achilles 
acting  upon  the  news  of  the  death  of  Patroclus. 

XiiMtTO  xawtf  ^Xdc. 

a  Budden  horror  shot  through  all  the  chief, 
.  And  wrapt  his  senses  in  a  cloud  of  grief : 
Cast  on  the  {ground,  with  furious  hands  he  spread 
The  scorching  ashes  o'er  bis  graceful  head : 
His  purple  garments,  and  his  golden  hairs. 
Those  he  deforms  with  dust,  and  these  he  tears  : 
On  the  hard  soil  his  groaning  breast  he  threw. 
And  ndrd  and  groveU'd  as  to  earth  he  grew. 

Iliad  xriii.  ver.  S3. 

Agreeably  to  this  practice  our  Lord,  in  declaring  the  miserable 
state  of  Chorazin  and  Bethsaida  for  disregarding  his  miracles  and 
ministry,  says,  *^  if  the  mighty  works  had  been  done  in  Tyre  and 
Sidon  which  have  been  done  in  you,  they  had  a  great  while  ago 
repented,  sitting  in  sackcloth  and  ashes.*' 
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SKILFULNESS  InJtHE  ART  OF  WAR, 

Psalm  xviii.  34*.  He  teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  so  that  a  how 
of  steel  is  broken  hy  mine  arms,']  This  was  an  argument  of  great 
strength.  Thus  in  the  story  of  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  which  none 
of  the  suitors  were  able  to  draw,  it  is  said, 

So  the  great  master  drew  the  mighty  bow. 
And  drew  with  ease :  one  hand  aloft  display'd 
I'he  bending  horns,  and  one  the  string  essay'd. 

Odyas.  lib.  zzi.  409. 

When  Ulysses  had  thus  bent  bis  bow,  and  shot  the  arrows  through 
the  rings.;  he  glories,  and  says  to  his  son  Telemachus, 


-Nor  have  I  wrought  thee  shame ; 


Nor  err'd  this  hand  unfaithful  to  its  aim  : 

Nor  prov*d  tbe  toil  too  hard  ;  nor  have  I  lost 

That  ancient  vigor,  once  my  pride  and  boast.  Pope. 

Herodotus  tells  us  that  when  Cambyses  sent  his  spies  into  the 
country  of  Ethiopia,  the  king  of  that  country,  well  understanding 
the  intention  of  their  coming,  said  to  them,  when  the  Persians  can 
easily  draw  bows  of  this  largeness,  then  let  them  invade  the  Ethio^ 
pians.  He  then  unstrung  the  bow  and  gave  it  them  to  carry  to 
their  master.     (Thalia,  c.  21.) 

SKINS  OF  SACRIFICED  ANIMALS  ALLOTTED  TO  THE  PRIESTS. 

Levit,  vii.  8.  The  priest  shall  have  to  himself  the  skin  of  the 
burnt-offering  which  he  hath  offered.']  It  is  probable  that  Adam 
himself  offered  the  first  sacrifice,  and  had  the  skin  given  him  by 
God,  to  make  garments  for  himself  and  his  wife.  In  conformity 
to  this,  the  priests  ever  aflier  had  the  skin  of  the  whole  burnt- 
offerings  for  their  portion.  This  was  a  custom  amongst  the  Gen- 
tiles, who  gave  the  skins  of  their  sacrifices  to  their  priests;  by 
whom  they  were  employed  to  a  superstitious  use,  by  laying  upon 
them  in  their  temples,  hoping  to  have  future  things  revealed  to 
them  in  their  dreams.    This  Dilherras  hath  observed  firom  Virgil : 


-Hue  dona  sacerdos 


Quum  tulit,  et  cssarum  ovium  sub  nocte  silenti 

Pellibus  incubuit  stratist  somnosque  petivit ; 

Multa  modis  simulacra  videt  vobtantia  miris, 

Et  varias  audit  voces,  froiturque  deorum 

CoUoquio. JEn.  vii,  I.  86. 

''  Hither  when  the  priest  had  brought  offerings,  and  in  the  deep 
silence  of  night  laid  him  down  on  the  outspread  skins  of  the  vic- 
tims slain,  and  disposed  himself  to  sleep,  he  sees  many  visionary 
forms  fluttering  about  in  wondrous  ways,  hears  various  sounds, 
and  enjoys  interviews  with  the  gods." 

We  find  the  priests  of  Hercules  *'  pellibus  in  morem  cincti" 
(Virg.  Mn.  viii.  282)  clad  in  skins  after  their  manner,  and  in  Lucian 
(de  Dea  Syr.  tom.  ii.  p.  913,  edit.  Bened.)  we  meet  with  a  remark- 
able rite,  of  the  offerer  himself  squatting  on  his  knees,  upon  tbe 
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skin  of  the  sacrificed  sheep,  and  putting  the  head  and  feet  of  the 
victim  upon  his  own  head. 

SLEEPING  ON  MATTRESSES  COMMON  IN  THE  EAST. 

Acts  ix.  34.    Arise^  and  make  thy  bed.^     Mattresses,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  were  used  for  sleeping  upon.    The  Israelites  . 
formerly  lay  upon  carpets.     (Amos  ii.  8.)     Russell  (p.  90)  says, 
the  "  beds  consist  of  a  mattrass  laid  on  the  floor,  and  over  this  a 
sheet  (in  winter  a  carpet,  or  some  such  woollen  covering,)  the  other 
sheet  being  sewed  to  the  quilt.    A  divan  cushion  often  serves  for 
a  pillow  and  bolster.*'    They  do  not  ifow  keep  their  beds  made ; 
the  mattresses  are  rolled  up,  carried  away,  and  placed  in  cupboards  • 
till  they  are  wanted  at  night.     Hence  we  learn  the  propriety  of 
our  Lord's  address  to  the  paralytic.  Arise,  take  up  thy  bed,  and 
walk.     (Matt.  ix.  6.)     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  66,  note. 

SLING  AN  offensive  WEAPON  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

1  Sam.  xvii.  49.  And  David  put  his  hand  in  his  bag,  and  took 
thence  a  stone,  and  slang  it,  and  smote  the  Philistine  in  his  fore^ 
head.]  The  dexterity  with  which  the  sling  may  be  used  as  an 
offensive  weapon  is  surprising.  It  evidently  appears  in  the  con- 
flict between  David  and  Goliath,  and  may  be  confirmed  by  the  fol- 
lowing citation.  "  The  arms  which  the  AchsBans  chiefly  used  were 
slings.  They  were  trained  to  the  art  from  their  infancy,  by  sling- 
ing from  a  great  distance  at  a  circular  mark  of  a  moderate  circum- 
ference. By  long  practice  they  took  so  nice  an  aim,  that  they 
were  sure  to  hit  their  enemies  not  only  on  the  head,  but  on  any 
part  of  the  face  they  chose.  Their  slings  were  of  a  different  kind 
from  the  Balearians,  whom  they  far  surpassed  in  dexterity." 
Polyb.  p.  125. 

SLOTH  STRIKINGLY  ILLUSTRATED. 

Prov.  xii.  27.  The  slothful  man  roasteth  not  that  which  he 
took  in  hunting^"]  Solomon  evidently  represents  it  as  an  instance 
of  diligence  in  these  words,  both  that  a  man  should  employ  him- 
self in  hunting,  and  that  he  should  properly  prepare  what  was  so 
obtained.  The  small  portion  of  land  which  fell  to  the  share  of  a 
man  could  by  no  means  find  him  full  employment :  and  only 
labour,  besides  time,  was  requisite  for  catching  wild  animals, 
which  might  contribute  to  his  support  and  maintenance.  The 
present  Arabs  frequently  exercise  themselves  in  hunting  in  the 
Holy  Land.  (Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p.  243.)    Harmer,  vol.  i,  p.  335. 

Prov.  xv.  19.  The  way  of  the  slothful  man  is  an  hedge  of 
thorns,]  Hasselquist  says  (p.  Ill),  that  he  saw  the  plantain  tree, 
the  vine,  the  peach,  and  the  mulberry  tree,  all  four  made  use  of  in 
Egypt  to  hedge  about  a  garden :  now  these  are  all  unarmed  plants. 
This  consideration  throws  a  great  energy  into  the  words  of  Solo- 
mon. "  The  way  of  the  slothful  man  is  an  hedge  of  thorns."  It 
appears  as  difficult  to  him,  not  only  as  breaking  through  an  hedge^ 
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but  even  through  a  thorn  fence:  aiid  also  into  that  threatening  of 
God  to  Israel^  "  Behold,  I  will  hedge  up  thy  way  with  thorns." 
Hosea  ii.  6. 

Prov.  xix.  24.  A  slothful  man  hideth  his  hand  in  his  bosom, 
and  will  not  so  much  as  bring  it  to  his  mouth  again^  The  Arabs 
in  eating  their  milk  use  no  spoons.  They  dip  their  hands  into  the 
milk^  which  is  placed  in  a  wooden  bowl  before  them,  and  sup  it  out 
of  the  palms  of  their  hands.  (Le  Bruyn,  vol.  i.  p.  586.)  Is  it  not 
.  reasonable  to  suppose  the  same  usage  obtained  among  the  Jews, 
and  that  Solomon  refers  to  it,  when  he  says,  *'  a  slothful  man 
hideth  his  hand  in  the  dish,  and  will  not  so  much  as  bring  it  to  his 
mouth  again  ?"  Our  translators  render  it  the  bosom,  but  the  word 
every  where  signifies  dipot  or  dish.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  ^9. 

SMELL  AS  LEBANON. 

HosEA  xiv.  6.  And  his  smell  as  Lebanon,"]  Not  only  both  the 
great  and  small  cedars  of  Lebanon  have  a  fragrant  smell,  but 
Maundrell  (Journey,  May  9)  found  the  great  rupture  in  that  moun- 
tain, which  **  runs  at  least  seven  hours'  travel  directly  up  into  it, 
and  is  on  both  sides  exceeding  steep  and  high,  clothed  with  fra- 
grant greens  from  top  to  bottom,  and  every  where  refreshed  with 
fountains,  falling  down  from  the  rocks  in  pleasant  cascades,  the  in- 
genious work  of  nature.  These  streams  all  uniting  at  the  bottom, 
make  a  full  and  rapid  torrent,  whose  agreeable  murmuring  is  heard 
all  over  the  place,  and  adds  no  small  pleasure  to  it.** 

SNARES  OF  DEATH  EXPLAINED. 

2  Sam.  xxii.  6.  Snares  of  death."]  This  is  an  allusion  to  the 
ancient  manner  of  hunting,  which  is  still  practised  in  some  coun- 
tries, and  was  performed  by  "  surrounding  a  considerable  tract  of 
ground  by  a  circle  of  nets,  and  afterwards  contracting  the  circle 
by  degrees,  till  they  had  forced  all  the  beasts  of  that  quarter 
together  into  a  narrow  compass,  and  then  it  was  that  the  slaughter 
began.  This  manner  of  hunting  was  used  in  Italy  of  old,  as  well 
as  all  over  the  eastern  parts  of  the  world  (Virgil,  JEn.  iv.  1.  121— 
181,  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  285),  and  it  was  from  this  custom  that  the 
poets  sometimes  represented  death  as  surrounding  persons  with 
ner  nets,  and  as  encompassing  them  on  every  side.  Thus  Statins, 
lib.  V.  Sylv.  i.  1.  156, 

FurvcB  miserum  circum  undique  letLi 

Vallavere  plagae." 

Spence's  Polymetis,  Dial.  xvi.  p.  262,  Horace,  lib.  iii.  Ode  xxiv. 
1.  8.     See  also  Psalm  xviii.  5,  et  al. 

Solomon's  drinking  vessels. 

1  KiNGS'X.  21.  And  all  king  Solomon* s  drinking^vessels  were 
ofgoldJ]  The  magnificence  of  Solomon,  particularly  with  respect 
to  his  drinking-vessels,  has  not  been  exceeded  by  modern  Eastern 
princes.  The  gold  plate  of  the  kings  of  Persia  has  been  much 
celebrated  and  is  taken  notice  of  by  Chardin.    He  observes,  that 
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the  plate  of  the  king  of  Peirsia  is  of  gold,  and  that  very  fine,  ex- 
ceedmg  the  standard  of  ducats,  and  equal  to  those  of  Venice,  which 
are  of  the  purest  gold.  Shah  Abas  caused  seven  thousand  two 
hundred  marks  of  gold  to  be  melted  for  this  purpose.  Now  the 
two  hundred  targets  of  gold  which  Solomon  made  weighed  but 
little  less  than  the  drinking-vessels  which  Shah  Abas  made. 
1  Kings  X.  16.  We  may  therefore  believe  that  his  royal  drinking- 
vessels  were  of  equal,  if  not  greater  weight.  Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  384. 

Solomon's  immense  offering. 

1  Kings  viii.  63.  And  Solomon  offered  a  sacrifice  of  peace- 
offerings  which  he  offered  unto  the  Lord,  two  and  twenty  thousand 
oxen,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  sheep."]  Such  great 
sacrifices  as  this  were  imitated  by  the  heathens  in  their  hecatombs, 
which  consisted  of  a  hundred  beasts  of  a  kind.  They  are  described 
by  Julius  Capitolinus  in  his  life  of  the  emperors  Pupienus  Maximus 
and  Balbinus ;  the  last  of  whom,  he  says,  was  so  transported  with 
joy,  that  he  ojSered  a  hecatomb.  A  hundred  altars  of  turf  were 
raised  in  one  place ;  at  them  a  hundred  swine  and  a  hundred  birds 
were  killed.     Patrick,  in  loc. 

1  Kings  viii.  65.  And  at  that  time  Sohmon  held  a  feast,  and 
all  Israel  with  himJ]  Such  solemnities  were  usual  among  the 
heathen,  when  they  celebrated  the  presence  of  any  of  their  gods. 
This  Ez.  Spanheim  (upon  Callimachus's  Hymn  to  Apollo,  v.  13) 
conjectures  to  have  been  derived  from  this  famous  festival  of 
Solomon. 

Solomon's  immense  seraglio. 

1  Kings  xi.  3.  And  lie  had  seven  hundred  wives,  princesses  ; 
and  three  hundred  concubines.]  It  appears  to  have  been  the  man- 
ner of  eastern  princes,  to  have  a  great  number  of  wivesj  merely  for 
pomp  and  state.  Father  la  Compte  tells  us  in  his  History  of  China 
(pt  i.  p.  62)  that  there  the  emperor  hath  a  great  number  of  wives, 
chosen  out  of  the  prime  beauties  of  the  country.  It  is  also  said, 
that  the  Great  Mogul  has  as  many  wives  as  make  up  a  thousand. 
Patrick,  in  loc. 

Solomon's  picture  of  old  age. 

EccLES.  xii.  4.  The  doors  shall  be  shut  in  the  streets,  when  the 
sound  of  the  grinding  is  low.]  The  people  in  the  East  bake  every 
day,  and  usually  grind  their  corn  as  they  want  it.  The  grinding 
is  the  first  work  in  the  morning.  This  grinding  with  their  mills 
makes  a  considerable  noise,  or  rather,  as  Sir  John  Chardin  says, 
*'  the  songs  of  those  who  work  them."  May  not  this  help  to  ex* 
plain  the  meaning  of  this  passage,  in  which  the  royal  preacher, 
describing  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  among  other  weaknesses, 
says,  *'  the  doors  shall  be  shut  in  the  streets,  when  the  sound  of 
the  grinding  is  low  ?"  that  is,  the  feeble  old  man  shall  not  be  able 
to  rise  from  his  bed  early  in  the  morning  to  attend  that  necessary' 
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employment  of  grinding  corn,  consequently  his  doors  shall  be  shut ; 
neither  will  the  noise  of  their  songs,  which  are  usual  at  that  em- 
ployment, be  heard,  or  when  it  is  heard,  it  will  be  only  in  a  low 
feeble  tone. 

SOUND  OF  THE  MILL-STONES. 

Jer.  XXV.  10.  I'he  sound  of  the  mill-stones,']  ''In  the  East 
they  grind  their  corn  at  break  of  day.  When  one  goes  out  in  a 
morning,  he  hears  every  where  the  noise  of  the  mill,  and  this  noise 
often  awakens  people."  (Chardin.)  He  supposes  also  that  songs 
are  made  use  of  when  they  are  grinding.  It  is  very  possible  then, 
that  when  the  sacred  writers  speak  of  the  noise  of  the  mill-stones, 
they  may  mean  the  noise  of  the  songs  of  those  who  worked  them. 
This  earliness  of  grinding  makes  the  going  of  Rechab  and  Baanah 
to  fetch  wheat  the  day  before  from  the  palace,  to  be  distributed  to 
the  soldiers  under  them,  very  natural.  (2  Sam.  iv.  2 — 7.)  They 
are  female  slaves  who  are  generally  employed  at  these  hand-mills. 
It  is  extremely  laborious,  and  esteemed  the  lowest  employment  in 
the  house.  (Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  250.)  Mr.  Park  observed  this 
custom  in  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  when  he  was  invited  into  a 
hut  by  some  female  natives,  in  order  to  shelter  him  from  the  incle- 
mency of  a  very  rainy  night.  While  thus  employed,  one  of  the 
females  sung  a  song,  the  rest  joining  in  a  sort  of  chorus. 

SOUTH  WIND  IN  THE  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Job  xxxvii.  9.  Out  of  the  south  cometh  the  whirlwind-]  M • 
Savary  speaking  of  the  southern  wind,  which  blows  in  Egypt  from 
February  to  May,  says,  it  fills  the  atmosphere  with  a  subtle  dust, 
which  impedes  respiration,  and  brings  with  it  pernicious  vapours. 
Sometimes  it  appears  only  in  the  shape  of  an  impetuous  whirlwind^ 
which  passes  rapidly,  and  is  fatal  to  the  traveller,  surprised  in  the 
middle  of  the  deserts.  Torrents  of  burning  sand  roll  before  it, 
the  firmament  is  enveloped  in  a  thick  veil,  and  the  sun  appears  of 
the  colour  of  blood.  Sometimes  whole  caravans  are  buried  in  it. 
Does  not  Job  allude  to  this  wind  when  he  says,  "  out  of  the  south 
cometh  thd  whirlwind  ?" 

Luke  xii.  55,  When  ye  see  the  south-wind  blow,  ye  say  there 
will  be  heat,  and  it  cometh  to  pass.]  This  circumstance  accords 
perfectly  with  the  relations  of  travellers  into  Syria,  Egypt,  and 
several  parts  of  the  East.  When  the  south-wind  begins  to  blow, 
the  sky  becomes  dark  and  heavy,  the  air  grey  and  thick,  and  the 
whole  atmosphere  assumes  a  most  alarming  aspect.  The  heat 
produced  by  these  southern  winds  has  been  compared  to  that  of  a 
large  oven  at  the  moment  of  drawing  out  the  bread ;  and  to  that  of 
a  flame  blown  upon  the  face  of  a  person  standing  near  the  lire 
which  excites  it.  Compare  Thevenot's  Travels,  b.  i.  p.  2,  c.  10, 
with  Maillet's  Descript.  de  TEgypte,  torn.  i.  lett.  2,  and  Volney's 
Voyage,  torn.  i.  c.  4.  . 
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SPECIMEN  OF  ORIENTAL  VAUNTING. 

1  Sam.  xvii.  44.  And  the  Philistine  said  to  David,  come  to 
me,  and  I  will  give  thy  flesh  to  the  fowls  of  the  air  and  to  the 
beasts  of  the  field,]  This  mode  of  speaking  and  challenging  was 
very  common  with  the  Orientals.  Homer  gives  the  same  haughty 
air  to  his  heroes  ;  and  it  was  doubtless  a  copy  of  the  manners  and 
hyperbolical  speeches  of  the  times.  Thus  he  makes  one  say  to 
another : 

Bold  as  thou  art,  too  prodigal  of  breath. 

Approach,  and  enter  the  dark  gates  of /leath.  II.  ii.  107 

SPEAR  OR  SCEPTRE  A  BADGE  OF  HONOUR  IN  THE  EAST. 

1  Sam.  xxii.  6.  Having  his  spear  in  his  hand.]  By  his  spear 
is  to  be  understood  his  sceptre,  according  to  the  mode  of  expression 
prevalent  in  these  times.  So  Justin  (libt  xliii.  cap.  3),  speaking  of 
the  first  times  of  the  Romans,  says,  "  Per  ea  adhuc  tempora  reges 
hustas  pro  diademate  habebant,  quas  Graeci  sceptra  dixere, '  &c. 
"  In  those  days  kings  hitherto  had  spears  as  signs  of  royal  autho- 
rity, which  the  Greeks  called  sceptres :  for  in  the  beginning  of 
things,  the  ancients  worshipped  spears  for  immortal  gods;  in 
memory  of  which  religion,  spears  are  still  added  to  the  images  of 
the  gods."  Thus  the  kings  of  Argos,  according  to  Pausanias, 
called  their  sceptres  spears. 

SPICED  WINES  A  DELICACY  IN  THE  EAST, 

Sol.  Song  viii.  2.  I  would  cause  thee  to  drink  of  spiced  wine, 
of  the  juice  of  my  pomegranate.]  The  spiced  wine  is  thought  to 
allude  to  a  custom  of  the  parties  drinking  wine  from  the  same  cup 
in  one  part  of  the  marriage  ceremony,  and  we  know  that  spiced 
wine  was  a  great  delicacy  in  the  East.  Spiced  wines  were  not 
peculiar  to  the  Jews.  *'  Hafiz  speaks  of  wine  richly  bitter,  richly 
sweet.  The  Romans  lined  their  vessels  (amphorce)  with  odorous 
gums,  to  give  the  wine  a  warm  bitter  flavour;  and  it  is  said  the 
Poles  and  Spaniards  have  a  similar  method  to  give  their  wines  a 
favourite  relish."     (Nott's  Odes  of  Hafiz,  note,  p.  30.) 

The  word  rendered  by  our  translators  juice,  is  properly  new 
wine,  or  must ;  and  the  new  wine  of  pomegranates  is  **  either  new 
wine  acidulated  with  the  juice  of  pomegranates,  which  the  Turks 
about  Aleppo  still  mix  with  their  dishes  for  this  purpose,  or  rather 
wine  made  of  the  juice  of  pomegranates,  of  which  Sir  J.  Chardin 
says,  they  still  make  considerable  quantities  in  the  East."  Har- 
MER,  vol.  i.  p.  377. 

SPITTING  A  MARK  OF  DETESTATION  IN  THE  EAST. 

Numb.  xii.  14.  If  her  father  had  but  spit  in  her  face^  Chardin 
observes,  that "  spitting  before  any  one,  or  spitting  upon  the  ground 
in  speaking  of  any  one's  actions,  is,  through  the  East,  an  expression 
of  extreme  detestation."  Hence  we  find  it  prescribed  by  the  law 
(Deut.  xxv.  9)9  as  a  mark  of  disgrace.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  510. 


ORIENTAL    CUSTOMS.  399 

i 

SPIRIT  OF  DIVINATION  DESCRIBED. 

Acts  xvi.  16.  A  certain  damsel  possessed  with  a  spirit  of 
divination.]  Virgil  has  described  an  inflated  prophetess  of  this 
kind : 

Ait,  Deus,  ecce  Deus,  cui  talia  fanti 

Ante  fores,  subito  non  vultus,  non  color  unus, 

Non  comptae  mansere  comae;  sed  pectus  anhelum, 

£t  rabie  fera  corda  tument,  majorque  videri, 

Nee  mortale  sonans  ',  adflata  est  numine  quando 

Jam  propiore  Dei.  ^n.  vi.  46. 

The  virgin  cries,  the  God,  behold  the  God, 
And  straight  her  visage  and  her  colour  change. 
Her  hair's  dishevell'd,  and  her  heaving  breast 
And  lab'ring  heart  are  swoirn  with  sacred  rage  ; 
Larger  she  seems,  her  voice  no  mortal  sound. 
As  the  inspiring  God  near  and  more  near 
Seisses  her  soul. 

Archbishop  Potter  says,  that  there  were  few  that  pretended  to  in- 
spiration but  raged  after  this  manner,  foaming  and  yelling,  and 
making  a  strange  terrible  noise :  sometimes  gnashing  their  teeth, 
shivering  and  trembling,  with  a  thousand  antic  motions.  Antiq. 
b.  ii.  c.  12. 

SPOILS  DEDICATED  TO  THE  HEATHEN  DEITIES. 

1  Sam.  xxxi.  10.  And  they  put  his  armour  in  the  house  of 
AshtarothJ]  The  custom  of  dedicating  to  the  gods  the  spoils  of  a 
conquered  enemy,  and  placing  them  in  their  temples  as  trophies  of 
victory,  is  very  ancient.  Tryphiodorus  intimates  this,  when  he 
says,  that  some  of  the  Trojans  were  for  consecrating  the  horse. 

Eager  they  ui^e  within  some  hallow'd  shrine. 

To  fix  it  sacred  to  the  powVs  divine  ; 

That  future  Greeks,  while  they  the  steed  surveyed, 

IVIight  curse  the  battle,  where  their  fathers  blea.  Merrtck. 

Homer  represents  Hector  promising  that,  if  he  should  conquer 
Ajax  in  single  combat,  he  would  dedicate  his  spoils  to  Apollo. 

And  if  Apullo,  in  whose  aid  I  trust. 

Shall  stretch  your  during  champion  in  the  dust. 

If  mine  the  glory  to  despoil  the  foe,  ^ 

On  Phoebus'  temple  I'll  his  arms  bestow.  Pope. 

Other  instances  occur  in  Virgil,  JEn.  vii.  183.     Persius,  Satire 
vi.  45.     See  also  1  Sam.  xxi.  9. 

Those  who  had  escaped  shipwreck,  or  any  dangerous  fit  of  sick- 
ness, usually  hung  up  in  the  temple  of  Isis  tablets,  on  which  was 
described  the  manner  of  their  deliverance  or  cure. 

Nunc,  dea,  nunc  succurre  mihi ;  nam  posse  mederi 
Picta  docet  templis  multa  tabella  tuis. 

TibuUus,  1.  i.  el.  X 

That  you  can  ev'ry  mortal  ill  remove. 
The  Hum'rous  tablets  in  your  temple  prove. 

See  also  Horace,  b.  i.  Od.  v.  13. 
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SPORTS  AMONG  THE  JEWISH  CHILDREN. 

Matt.  xi.  16.  But  whereunto  shall  I  liken  this  generation  ? 
it  is  like  unto  children  sitting  in  the  markets,  and  calling  unto 
their  fellows,']  It  was  the  custom  of  children  among  the  Jews,  in 
their  sports^  to  imitate  what  they  saw  done  by  others  upon  great 
occasions,  and  particularly  the  customs  in  festivities,  wherein  the 
musician  beginning  a  tune  on  his  instrument,  the  company  danced 
to  his  pipe.  So  also  in  funerals,  wherein  the  women  beginning 
the  mournful  song  (as  the  prceJiciB  of  the  Romans),  the  rest  fol- 
lowed lamenting  and  beating  their  breasts.  These  things  the 
children  acted  and  personated  in  the  streets  in  play,,  and  the  rest 
not  following  the  leader  as  usual,  gave  occasion  to  this  speech, 
**'we  have  piped  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  danced;  we  have 
mourned  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  lamented." 

SPREADING  THE  SKIRT. 

Ruth  iii.  9.  Spread  therefore  thy  skirt  over  thy  handmaid.'] 
This  phrase  imports  taking  a  person  under  protection  and  tuition ; 
and  here  not  a  common,  but  a  matrimonial  one.  The  Chaldee 
therefore  plainly  renders  it,  let  thy  name  be  called  upon  thy  hand- 
maid, by  taking  me  for  thy  wife.  From  hence,  when  two  persons 
are  married  among  the  Jews,  the  man  throws  the  skirt  of  his  talith 
over  his  wife,  and  covers  her  head  with  it.  Buxtorf,  Synagoga 
Judaica,  cap.  39. 

SPRING  the  usual  TIME  OP  MAKING  WAR. 

2  Chron.  vi.  34.  If  thy  people  go  out  to  war  against  their 
enemies,]  The  most  usual  time  of  going  forth  to  war  was  at  the 
return  of  spring.  In  the  beginning  of  spring,  says  Josephus  (Ant. 
1.  vii.  c.  7)  David  sent  forth  his  commander-in-chief  Joab,  to  make 
war  with  the  Ammonites.  At  another  place  he  says  of  Adad,  that 
as  soon  as  spring  was  begun  he  levied  and  led  forth  his  army 
against  the  Hebrews.  (Ant.  1.  viii.  c.  8.)  Antiochus,  in  the  same 
manner,  made  ready  to  invade  Judea  at  the  first  appearance  of 
spring.  Vespasian  likewise,  earnest  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  in 
Judea,  marches  with  his  whole  army  to  Antipatris  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  spring.  Holofernes  also  receives  his  orders  to  lead  forth 
the  army  of  the  king  of  Assyria  on  the  two  and  twentieth  day  of 
the  first  month,  that  is,  a  few  days  after  Easter.  Judithfii.  1. 
HuRDis's  Diss.  p.  30. 

SPRINKLING  NATIONS. 

Isaiah  Hi.  15.  So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations,]  '*^Thi3 
passage  has  been  embarrassing  to  commentators,  especially  the 
expression  of  sprinkling  many  nations.  The  sense  of  astonishing 
many  has  been  followed  by  the  LXX.  our  translators  say  sprinkle » 
Some  have  united  the  ideas,  ^  he  shall  sprinkle  many  nations  with 
astonishment.*  By  attending  to  the  scope  of  the  passage,  perhaps 
we  shall  see  whence  these  ideas,  seemingly  so  different,  took  their 
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rise,  and  that  they  are  radically  the  same.  Imagine  a  great  per- 
sonage, a  king,  to  be  the  speaker :  ^  I,  myself,  consider  a  certain 
servant  of  mine,  my  officer  of  state,  as  a  very  prudent  and  wise 
person;  but  when  strangers  look  at  him,  they  see  only  a  mean 
and  unpromising  figure,  so  that  when  he  introduces  them  into  niy 
presence,  they  wonder  at  seeing  such  an  one  in  my  court ;  but 
these  strangers  are  firom  countries  so  very  distant,  as  to  be  entirely 
unacquainted  with  our  customs  and  manners  ;  for  when,  as  a  sign 
of  their  kind  reception,  my  servant  sprinkles  them  with  fragrant 
waters,  they  are  absolutely  astonished  at  this  mode  of  showing 
kindness,  and  what  they  had  never  before  heard  of,  that  they  now 
see  practised :  and  what  they  were  entire  strangers  to,  that  they 
now  experience/ 

**  Though  I  believe  this  representation  of  this  passage  to  be  un- 
common, perhaps  new,  I  shall  not  stay  to  consider  who  are  these 
distant  strangers,  nor  who  is  this  person  whose  external  appear- 
ance so  ill  denotes  his  internal  excellencies,  but  shall  merely  sub- 
join the  following  extracts,  which  seem  to  me  satisfactorily  to 
account  for  the  same  Hebrew  word  being  taken  by  some  transla- 
tors to  signify  sprinkling,  by  others  to  signify  astonishment. 

'^  He  put  it  (the  letter)  accordingly  in  his  bosom,  and  our  coffee 
being  done,  I  rose  to  take  my  leave,  and  was  presently  wet  to  the 
skin  by  deluges  of  orange-flower  water."  (Bruce's  Travels,  vol.  iii. 
p.  14.)  N.B.  This  is  the  customary  mode  of  doing  respectful  and 
kind  honour  to  a  guest  throughout  the  East. 

"  The  first  time  we  were  received  with  all  the  eastern  ceremonies 
(it  was  at  Rosetta,  at  a  Greek  merchant's  house)  there  was  one  of 
our  company,  who  was  excessively  surprised  when  a  domestic 
placed  himself  before  him,  and  threw  water  over  him,  as  well  on 
his  face  as  over  his  clothes.  By  good  fortune  there  was  with  us 
an  European  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  the  country,  who  ex- 
plained the  matter  to  us  in  few  words,  without  which  we  should 
have  become  laughing-stocks  to  the  eastern  people  who  were  pre- 
sent."   (Niebuhr,  Descrip.  TArabie,  French  edit.  p.  52.) 

How  naturally  then,  might  the  idea  of  sprinkling  suggest  that 
of  surprise,  in  relation  to  very  distant  strangers  !  and  how  near  to 
equivalent  were  these  ideas  in  the  estimation  of  the  ancient  trans* 
lators,  though  to  us  widely  dissimilar.  (See  Fragments  supple- 
mentary to  Calmet's  Diet.  No.  14.) 

SPRINKLING  THE  BLOOD  ON  THE  ALTAR. 

ExoD.  xxix.  20.  And  sprinkle  the  blood  upon  the  altar  round 
about."]  It  is,  says  Bp.  Patrick,  no  improbable  conjecture  of 
Fortunatus  Scacchus,  that  from  hence  the  heathens  learned  their 
Taurobolia  and  CrioboUa,  which  in  process  of  time  they  disguised 
with  infernal  rites  and  ceremonies.  ^'The  Taurobolium  of  the 
ancients  was  a  ceremony  in  which  the  high  priest  of  Cybele  was 
consecrated,  and  might  be  called  a  baptism  of  blood,  which  they 
conceived  imparted  a  spiritual  new  birth  to  the  liberated  spirit. 

D  j> 
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In  this  dreadful  an4  sanguinary  ceremony,  according  to  the  poet 
Prudentius,  cited  at  length  by  Banier  on  the  ancient  sacrifices,  the 
high  priest  about  to  be  inaugurated  was  introduced  into  a  dark 
excavated  apartment,  adorned  with  a  long  silken  robe,  and  a 
crown  of  gold.  Above  this  apartment  was  a  floor  perforated  in  a 
thousand  places  with  holes  like  a  sieve,  through  which  the  blood 
of  a  sacred  bull,  slaughtered  for  the  purpose,  descended  in  a 
copious  torrent  upon  the  inclosed  priest,  who  received  the  purify- 
ing stream  on  every  part  of  his  dress,  rejoicing  to  bathe  with  the 
bloody  shower  his  hands,  his  cheeks,  and  even  to  bedew  his  lips 
and  his  tongue  with  it.  When  all  the  blood  had  run  from  the 
throat  of  the  immolated  bull,  the  carcase  of  the  victim  was 
removed,  and  the  priest  issued  forth  from  the  cavity,  a  spectacle 
ghastly  and  horrible,  his  head  and  vestments  being  covered  with 
blood,  and  clotted  drops  of  it  adhering  to  his  venerable  beard. 
As  soon  as  the  pontifex  appeared  before  the  assembled  multitude, 
the  air  was  rent  with  congratulatory  shouts  ;  so  pure  and  so  sanc- 
tified, however,  was  he  now  esteemed,  that  they  dared  not  approach 
his  person,  but  beheld  him  at  a  distance  with  awe  and  veneration.'* 
Maurice's  Ind.  Ant.  vol.  v.  p.  196. 

STAR  IN  THE  EAST  AT  THE  SAVIOUR's  BIRTH. 

Matt.  ii.  2.  We  have  seen  his  star.']  That  the  heathens 
thought  the  rise  of  a  new  star,  or  the  appearance  of  a  comet, 
portended  the  birth  of  a  great  person,  has  been  proved  by  Origen 
(contra  Celsum,  lib.  i.)  Further,  it  appears  from  Virgil,  that  it 
was  commonly  imagined  that  the  gods  sent  stars  to  point  out  the 
way  to  their  favourites  in  difficult  and  perplexed  cases ;  and  that 
the  ancients  called  globes  of  fire  appearing  in  the  air,  stars. 

•Subitoque  fragore 


Intonuit  lasvum,  et  de  ccbIo  lapsa  per  umbras 

Stella  facem  ducens  mult^  cum  luce  cucurrit.     JEn.  ii.  692. 

Matt.  ii.  2.  We  have  seen  his  star  in  the  east.]  The  an- 
cients had  an  opinion,  says  Shuckford  (Connection,  vol.  ii.  b.  8.  p. 
^82),  that  their  great  men  and  heroes  at  their  death  migrated  into 
some  star ;  and  in  consequence  of  that,  they  deified  them.  Thus 
Julius  Cassar  was  canonized  because  of  a  star  that  appeai*ed  at  his 
death,  into  which  they  supposed  he  Was  gone.  Vide  Sueton.  Jul. 
cap.  88,  Virg.  Eel.  ix.  47,  Horace,  L  i.  Od.  12. 

STAR  OF  JACOB  ILLUSTRATED. 

Numb.  xxiv.  17.  There  shall  come  a  star  out  of  Jacob.]  This 
prophecy  may  possibly  in  some  sense  relate  to  David,  but  without 
doubt  it  belongs  principally  to  Christ.  Here  the  metaphor  of  a 
sceptre  was  common  and  popular,  to  denote  a  ruler,  like  David ; 
but  the  star^  though,  like  the  other,  it  signified  in  the  prophetic 
writings,  a  temporal  prince  or  ruler,  yet  had  a  secret  and  hidden 
paeaning  likewise.    A  star,  in  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics,  denoted 
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God.  Thus  God,  in  the  prophet  Amos,  reproving  the  Israelites 
for  their  idolatry  on  their  first  coming  out  of  Egypt,  says,  "  have 
ye  ofiered  unto  me  sacrifices  and  offerings  in  the  wilderness  forty 
years,  O  house  of  Israel  ?  but  ye  have  borne  the  tabernacle  of 
}  your  Moloch  and  Chiun,  your  images,  the  star  of  your  God  which 

ye  made  to  yourselves."  (Amos  v.  25,  26,)  "The  star  of  your 
God"  is  a  noble  figurative  expression  to  signify  "  the  image  of 
your  God ;"  for  a  star  being  employed  in  the  hieroglyphics  to 
signify  God,  it  is  used  here  with  great  elegance  to  signify  the 
material  image  of  a  God :  the  words,  "  the  star  of  your  God," 
being  only  a  repetition  of  the  preceding,  "  Chiun,  your  image ;" 
and  not,  as  some  critics  suppose,  the  same  with  your  God-star. 
Hence  we  conclude,  that  the  metaphor  here  used  by  Balaam  of  a 
"  star,"  was  of  that  abstruse  mysterious  kind,  and  so  to  be  under- 
stood, and  consequently  that  it  related  only  to  Christ,  the  eternal 
J  son  of  God.     (Warburton's  Divine  Legation,  b.  iv.  sec.  4.)     Bp. 

Newton,  however,  is  of  opinion  that  the  literal  meaning  of  the 
prophecy  respects  the  person  and  actions  of  David.  Dissertation 
on  the  Prophecies,  vol.  i.  p.  139. 

STEALING  CONDEMNED. 

Eph.  iv.  28.  Lei  him  that  stole  steal  no  more.']  This  exhort- 
ation, though  agreeing  with  the  first  and  most  obvious  principle  of 
all  moral  duties,  was  necessary  in  the  present  instance,  because  in 
many  nations  it  was  not  counted  a  sin  to  steal,  nor  were  they 
ashamed  of  it  when  it  was  charged  on  them.     Whitby,  in  loc. 

STEPS  WASHED  WITH  BUTTER. 

Job  xxix.  6.  Washed  my  steps  with  butter,']  Chandler,  in  his 
travels,  particularly  observes,  that  it  was  usual  for  men  to  tread  on 
skins  of  cream^  in  order  to  separate  the  butter  from  its  more 
watery  part.  This  article  was  sometimes  made  in  very  large 
quantities ;  on  which  account  such  a  method  might  be  preferred 
for  expedition.  This  circumstance  Mr.  Harmer  considers  (vol.  iii. 
p.  173)]  as  a  very  natural  explanation  of  the  phrase,  **  I  washed 
my  steps  with  butter." 

STONE  PILLARS  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

Gen.  xxviii.  18.  And  Jacob  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and 
took  the  stone  that  he  had  put  for  his  pillow^  and  set  it  up  for  a 
pillar,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it,]  One  of  the  idols  in 
the  pagoda  of  Juggernaut  is  described  by  Captain  Hamilton,  as  a 
huge  black  stone,  of  a  pyramidal  form,  and  the  sommona  codom 
among  the  Siamese  is  of  the  same  complexion.  The  ayeen 
Akbery  mentions  an  octagonal  pillar  of  black  stone,  fifty  cubits 
high.  Tavernier  observed  an  idol  of  black  stone  in  the  pagoda 
of  Benares,  and  that  the  statue  of  Creeshna,  iii  his  celebrated 
temple  of  Mathura,  is  of  black  marble.  It  is  very  remarkable, 
that  one  of  the  principal  ceremonies  incumbent  upon  the  priests 
of  these  stone,  deities,  according  to  Tavernier,  is  to  anoint  them 
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daily  with  odoriferous  oils ;  a  circumstance  which  immediately 
brings  to  our  remembrance  the  similar  practice  of  Jacob,  who, 
after  the  famous  vision  of  the  celestial  ladder,  "  took  the  stone 
which  he  had  put  for  his  pillow,  and  set  it  up  for  a  pillar,  and 
poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it."  It  is  added,  that ''  he  called  the 
name  of  that  place  Beth-el/*  that  is,  the  house  of  God.  This 
passage  evinces  of  how  great  antiquity  is  the  custom  of  consider- 
ing stones  in  a  sacred  light,  as  well  as  the  anointing  them  with 
consecrated  oil.  From  this  conduct  of  Jacob,  and  this  Hebrew 
appellative,  the  learned  Bochart,  with  great  ingenuity  and  reason^ 
insists  that  the  name  and  veneration  of  the  sacred  stones,  called 
baetylii  so  celebrated  in  all  pagan  antiquity,  were  derived.  These 
baetyli  were  stones  of  a  round  form ;  they  were  supposed  to  be 
animated,  by  means  of  magical  incantations,  with  a  portion  of  the 
deity :  they  were  consulted  on  occasions  of  great  and  pressing 
emergency,  as  a  kind  of  divine  oracles,  and  were  suspended,  either 
round  the  neck,  or  some  other  part  of  the  body.  Thus  the  setting 
up  of  «  stone  by  this  holy  person,  in  grateful  memory  of  the 
celestial  vision,  probably  became  the  occasion  of  the  idolatry  in 
succeeding  ages  to  these  shapeless  masses  of  unhewn  stone,  of 
which  so  many  astonishing  remains  are  scattered  up  and  down  the 
Asiatic  and  the  European  world.  Maurice's  Indian  Antiquities, 
vol.  ii.  p.  355. 

Gen.  xxviii.  22.  Jlnd  this  stone,  which  I  have,  set  for  a  pillar, 
shall  be  God's  hottse.^  It  appears  strange  to  us,  to  hear  a  stone 
pillar  called  *'  God's  house,*'  being  accustomed  to  give  names  of 
this  kind  to  such  buildings  only  as  are  capable  of  containing  their 
worshippers  within  them.  But  this  is  not  the  case  in  every  part 
of  the  world,  as  we  learn  from  Major  Symes's  narrative  of  his 
Embassy  to  the  Kingdom  of  Ava.  The  temples  of  that  people, 
vast  as  many  of  them  are,  are  built  without  cavity  of  any  sort,  and 
he  only  mentions  some  of  the  most  ancient  of  those  at  Pagahm 
as  constructed  otherwise.  The  following  extract  will  sufficiently 
illustrate  this  matter. 

^'  The  object  in  Pegu  that  most  attracts  and  most  merits  notice, 
is  the  noble  edifice  of  Shoemadoo,,  or  the  golden  supreme.  This 
is  a  pyramidical  building,  composed  of  brick  and  mortar,  without 
excavation  or  aperture  of  any  sort ;  octagonal  at  the  base,  and 
spiral  at  the  top.  Each  side  of  the  base  measures  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  feet.  The  extreme  height  of  the  edifice,  from  the 
level  of  the  country,  is  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  feet,  and 
above  the  interior  terrace,  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  feet. 
Along  the  whole  extent  of  the  northern  face  of  the  upper  terrace, 
there  is  a  wooden  shed  for  the  convenience  of  devotees,  who 
come  from  a  distant  part  of  the  country.  There  are  several  low 
benches  near  the  foot  of  the  temple,  on  which  the  person  who 
comes  to  pray,  places  his  ofifering,  commonly  consisting  of  boiled 
rice,  a  plate  of  sweatmeats,  or  cocoa-nuts  fried  in  oil ;  when  it  is 
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given,  the  devotee  cares  not  what  becomes  of  it;  the  crows  and 
wild  dogs  often  devour  it  in  the  presence  of  the  donor,  who  never 
attempts  to  disturb  the  animals.  I  saw  several  plates  of  victuals 
disposed  of  in  this ,  manner^  and  understood  it  was  the  case  with 
all  that  was  brought.** 

^^  The  temple  of  Shoedagan,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  north 
of  Rangoon,  is  a  very  grand  building,  although  not  so  high,  by 
twenty-five  or  thirty  feet,  as  that  of  Shoemadoo,  at  Pegu.  The 
terrace  on  which  it  stands  is  raised  on  a  rocky  eminence,  conside- 
rably higher  than  the  circumjacent  country,  and  is  ascended  by 
above  a  hundred  stone  steps.  The  name  Cff  this  temple,  which 
signifies  Golden-Dagon,  naturally  recalls  to  mind  the  passage  in 
the  scriptures,  where  the  house  of  Dagon  is  mentioned,  and  the 
image  of  idolatry  bows  down  before  the  Holy  Ark." 

^'  Many  of  the  most  ancient  temples  at  Pagahm  are  not  solid  at 
the  bottom ;  a  well-arched  dome  supports  a  ponderous  super- 
structure ;  and  within,  an  image  of  Gaudona  sits  enshrined.'* 

Prov.  xxvi.  8.  As  he  that  bindeth  a  stone  in  a  sling ^  The 
custom,  which  prevailed  almost  universally  among  the  heathens, 
of  erecting  memorials  of  stone,  both  for  a  witness  of  covenants, 
and  for  an  object  of  worship,  to  the  idol  Margemah,  Mafkolis,  or 
Mercury,  seems  extremely  ancients  R.  Elias  Ashcenaz  (cited  by 
Kircher  in  his  (Edipus,  synt.  iv.  c.  %)  says,  that  the  religious 
honour  which  was  paid  to  Markolis  (the  same  as  the  Anubis  of 
the  Egyptians,  as  the  Hermes  of  the  Greeks,  and  Mercury  of  the 
Romans)  consisted  in  throwing  stones  together  into  a  heap; 
which  practice  originated  from  an  idle  fable  concerning  the  gods, 
not  worth  repeating.  To  this  idolatrous  rite  Solomon  is  supposed, 
by  Selden  and  others,  to  allude  in  this  passage ;  where,  instead 
of  rendering  the  text,  **  as  he  that  bindeth  a  stone  in  a  sling," 
which  does  not  afford  the  comparison  of  folly  intended,  it  should 
have  been  translated,  *'  as  he  that  throweth  a  stone  to  Margemah,** 
or  Mercury,  which  cannot  profit  the  idol,  so  is  he  that  giveth 
honour  to  a  fool,  of  which  he  is  wholly  insensible.  (Selden  de 
Mercurii  Acervo.)  There  were  also  Mercurii^  or  Hermas  viales, 
for  the  direction  of  travellers.  Dr.  Plot,  in  his  Natural  History 
of  Oxfordshire,  thinks,  with  Dr.  Stillingfleet,  that  the  Britons, 
long  before  the  arrival  of  the  Romans,  were  acquainted  with  the 
Greeks,  and  that  they  leariie^  from  them  the  practice  of  setting 
up  unpolished  stones,  instead  of  images,  to  the  honour  of  their 

fods ;  and  he  asserts,  firom  Pausanias,  that  near  the  statue  of 
lercury,  there  were  thirty  square  stones,  which  the  Pharii  wor- 
.shipped,  and  gave  to  every  one  of  them  the  name  of  a  god. 
Stones  were  universally  set  up  for  memorials,  and  were  sacred  to 
the  election  of  kings,  &c.  by  the  Danes  and  other  northern 
nations.  The  same  author  seems  also  of  opinion,  that  the  cele<- 
brated  Stonhenge,  in  Wilts,  was  neither  a  Roman  temple  nor 
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Danish  monument,  but  mther  somewhat  belonging  to  the  idol 
Markolis.  (Nat.  Hist.  Oxf.  c.  10,  §  81,  102.)  Plutarch,  in  his 
life  of  Cimon,  mentions  the  erection  of  stone  Mercuries,  with  in- 
scriptions^ upon  them,  in  honour  of  taking  the  city  Eione  from  the 
Persians.  And  Gyraldus  asserts  that  the  heathens  had  their  deus 
lapideus,  or  stone  god  to  swear  byj  and  relates  from  Polybius  the 
form  of  an  oath,  which  was  so  taken,  between  the  Romans  and 
Carthaginians,  relative  to  a  treaty  of  peace.  Many  thought  that 
the  whole  of  this  custom  was  a  vile  abuse  of  Jacob's  consecration 
of  the  stone  at  Bethel. 

STONING  TO  DEATH. 

ExoD.  xix.  13.  He  shall  surely  be  stonedJ]  **  To  be  stoned 
to  death  was  a  most  grievous  and  terrible  infliction.  When  the 
offender  came  within  four  cubits  of  the  place  of  execution,  he  was 
stript  naked,  only  leaving  a  covering  before,  and  his  hands  being 
bound,  he  was  led  up  to  the  fatal  place,  which  was  an  eminence 
twice  a  man's  height.  The  first  executioners  of  the  sentence  were 
the  witnesses,  who  generally  pulled  off  their  clothes  for  the  pur- 

{)ose :  one  of  them  threw  him  down  with  great  violence  upon  his 
oins  :  if  he  rolled  upon  his  breast,  he  was  turned  upon  his  loins 
again,  and  if  he  died  by  the  f^ll  there  was  an  end ;  but  if  not, 
the  other  witness  took  a  greaf  stone,  and  dashed  upon  his  breast 
as  he  lay  upon  his  back ;  and  then,  if  he  was  not  despatched,  all 
the  people  that  stood  by  threw  stones  at  him  till  he  diea."  Lewis's 
Origines  Hebraeae,  vol.  i.  p.  74. 

LuKB  XX.  18.  Whosoever  shall  fall  upon  that  stone  shall  he 
broken  ;  but  on  whomsoever  it  shall  fall,  it  will  grind  him  to  pow* 
derJ]  Here  is  an  allusion  to  the  two  different  ways  of  stoning 
among  the  Jews ;  the  former  by  throwing  a  person  down  upon  a 
great  stone,  and  the  other  by  letting  a  stone  fall  upon  him. 
W  HiTBY,  in  loc. 

STONING  A  MODE  OF  EASTERN  PUNISHMENT. 

John  viii.  59.  Then  took  they  up  stones  to  cast  at  him.'] 
After  describing  various  punishments  which  were  inflicted  by  the 
Jews  upon  offenders  and  criminals,  Lewis  (in  his  Origines 
HebraBaB,  vol.  i.  p.  85)  says,  "  there  wgs  another  punishment, 
called  the  rebeVs  beating ^  which  was  often  fatal,  and  inflicted  by 
the  mob  with  their  fists,  or  staves,  or  stones,  without  mercy,  or 
the  sentence  of  the  judges.  Whoever  transgressed  against  a  pro- 
hibition of  the  wise  men,  or  of  the  scribes,  that  had  its  foundation 
in  the  law,  was  delivered  over  to  the  people  to  be  used  in  this 
manner,  and  was  called  a  son  of  rebellion.  The  frequent  taking 
up  of  stones  by  the  people  to  stone  our  Saviour,  and  the  incursion 
upon  him  and  upon  St.  Stephen  for  blasphemy,  as  they  would 
have  it,  and  upon  St.  Paul  for  defiling  the  temple,  as  they  sup- 
posed, were  of  this  nature." 
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STONES  FROM  HEAVENi 

Josh.  x.  11.  The  Lord  cast  down  great  stones  from  heaven.'] 
Some  writers  are  of  opinion  that  this  was  hail,  larger  and  more 
violent  than  usual ;  others  maintain  that  Joshua  is  to  be  under- 
stood literally,  of  a  shower  of  stones.  Such  a  circumstance,  so 
far  from  being  impossible,  has  several  times  occurred.  The 
Romans,  who  looked  upon  showers  of  stones  as  very  disastrous, 
have  noticed  many  instances  of  them.  Under  the  reign  of  TuUius 
Hostilius,  when  it  was  known  to  the  people  of  Rome  that  a 
shower  of  stones  had  fallen  on  the  mountain  of  Alba,  at  first  it 
seemed  incredible.  They  sent  out  proper  persons  to  inquire  into 
this  prodigy,  and  it  was  found  that  stones  had  fallen  after  the 
same  manner  as  a  storm  of  hail  driven  by  the  wind.  (Tit.  Liv. 
lib.  1,  decad.  1,  p.  1^.  Idem  lib.  25,  30,  34.  35,  et  Alibi  pas- 
sim.)  Some  time  ailer  the  battle  at  Cannae^  there  was  seen  upon 
the  same  mountain  of  Alba  a  shower  of  stones,  which  continued 
for  two  days  together.  In  1538,  near  a  village  in  Italy,  called 
Tripergola,  after  some  shocks  of  an  earthquake,  there  was  seen  a 
shower  of  stones  and  dust,  which  darkened  the  air  for  two  days, 
after  which  they  observed  that  a  mountain  had  risen  up  in  the 
midst  of  the  Lucrine  Lake.    (Montfaucon,  Diar.  Italic,  cap.  SI) 

STRATAGEMS  OF  V^AR  IN  THE  EAST. 

2  Kings  vii.  \%  And  the  king  arose  in  the  nighty  and  said 
unto  his  servants^  I  will  now  show  you  what  the  Syrians  have 
done  to  us :  they  know  that  we  are  hungry,  therefore  are  they 
gone  out  of  the  camp  to  hide  themselves  in  the  field,  saying,  when 
they  come  out  of  the  city,  we  shall  catch  them  alive,  and  get  into 
the  cityJ]  In  the  history  of  the  revolt  of  AU  Bey  (p.  99),  we 
have  an  account  of  a  transaction  very  similar  to  the  stratagem 
supposed  to  have  been  practised  by  the  Syrians.  The  pasha  of 
Sham  (Damascus)  having  marched  near  to  the  sea  of  Tiberias, 
found  Sheik  Daher  encamped  there:  but  the  sheik  deferring  the 
engagement  till  the  next  morning,  during  the  night  divided  his 
army  into  three  parts,  and  left  the  camp  with  great  fires,  all  sorts 
of  provisions,  and  a  large  quantity  of  spirituous  liquors,  giving 
strict  orders  not  to  hinder  the  enemy  firom  taking  possession  of 
the  camp,  but  to  come  down  and  attack  them  just  before  dawn  of 
day.  "  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  pasha  of  Sham  thought 
to  surprise  Sheik  Daher,  and  marched  in  silence  to  the  camp, 
which,  to  his  great  astonishment,  he  found  entirely  abandoned, 
and  thought  tl;e  sheik  had  fled  with  so  much  precipitation,  that 
he  could  not  carry  oflFthe  baggage  and  stores.  '  The  pasha  thought 
proper  to  stop  in  the  camp  to  refresh  his  soldiers.  They  soon  fell 
to  plunder,  and  drank  so  fireely  of  the  liquors,  that,  overcome 
with  the  fatigue  of  the  day's  march,  and  the  fumes  of  the  spirits, 
they  were  not  long  ere  they  were  in  a  sound  sleep.  At  that  time 
Sheik  Sleby  and  Sheik  Crime,  who  were  watching  the  enemy. 
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came  silently  to  the  cainp;Jand  Sbeak  Daher,  having  repassed  the 
sea  of  Tiberias,  meeting  them^  they  all  rushed  into  uie  camp,  and 
fell  on  the  confused  and  sleeping  enemy^  eight  thousand  of  whom 
they  slew  on  the  spot ;  and  the  pasha,  with  the  remainder  of  his 
troops,  fled  with  much  difiiculty  to  Sham,  leaving  all  their  bag- 
gage behind."     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  @44*. 

Isaiah  xliii.  2.  When  thou  toalkest  through  the  fire  thou  shalt 
not  he  burnt.']  The  setting  of  the  grass  and  undergrowth  on  fire 
in  the  East  was  practised  to  annoy  their  enemies,  and  sometimes 
occasioned  great  terror  and  distress.  So  we  find  in  Hawkes- 
worth's  account  of  the  late  voyages  to  the  South  Seas,  the  wild 
inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales  endeavoured  to  destroy  some 
tents  and  stores  belonging  to  Captain  Cook's  ship,  when  he  was 
repairing  it,  by  setting  fire  to  the  long  grass  of  that  country. 
From  the  words  of  the  prophet  it  appears  to  have  been  a  very 
anpient  stratagem.    Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  151. 

STRAW  TO  MAKE  BRICK. 

Exodus  v.  7.  Straw  to  make  brick.']  Whether  this  were 
given  and  used,  to  mix  with  the  clay,  as  is  done  in  some  places, 
that  the  bricks  made  thereof  might  be  firmer  and  stronger ;  or  to 
burn  them  with  in  the  furnaces :  or  to  cover  them  firom  the  heat 
of  the  SUB,  that  they  might  not  dry  too  t(oon  and  crack,  is  not 
easy  to  determine.  It  is  said  that  the  unburnt  bricks  of  Egypt 
formerly  were,  and  still  are,  made  of  clay  mixed  with  straw.  The 
Egyptian  pyramid  of  unburnt  brick,  Dr.  Pococke  (Observations 
on  Egypt,  p.  53.)  says,  seems  to  be  made  of  the  earth  brought  by 
the  Nile,  being  a  sandy  black  earth,  with  some  pebbles  and  shells 
in  it:  it  is  mixed  up  with  chopped  straw,  in  order  to  bind  the 
clav  together.  The  Chinese  have  great  occasion  for  straw  in 
making  bricks,  as  they  put  thin  layers  of  straw  between  them, 
without  which  they  would,  as  they  dried,  run  or  adhere  together. 
Macartney's  Emb.  p.  ^69. 

STREETS  OF  AN  EASTERN  CITY. 

I  Kings  xx.  34.  Tliou  shalt  make  streets  for  thee  in  Da- 
mascus.] The  circumstances  connected  with  this  passage,  and 
those  contained  in  the  following  extract,  so  much  resemble  each 
other,  that  it  must  be  apparent  with  what  propriety  our  trans- 
lators have  chosen  the  word  streets^  rather  than  any  other,  which 
commentators  have  proposed  instead  of  it.  '*  Biazet  hauing 
worthily  relieued  his  beseiged  citie,  returned  agauie  to  the  seige 
of  Constantinople ;  laying  more  hardly  vnto  it  than  before,  build- 
ing forts  and  bulwarks  against  it  on  the  one  side  towards  the 
land ;  and  passing  over  the  strait  of  Bosphorus,  built  a  strong 
castle  vpon  that  strait  ouer  against  Constantinople,  to  impeach  so 
much  as  was  possible  all  passage  thereunto  by  sea.  This  streight 
seige  (as  most  urite)  continued  also  two  yeres,  which  I  suppose, 
by  the  circumstance  of  the  historie,  to  haue  been  part  of  the 
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aforesaid  eight  yer^s.  Emanuel,  the  beseiged  emperor,  wearied 
with  these  long  wars,  sent  an  embassador  to  Biazet,  to  intreat 
with  him  a  peace,  which  Biazet  was  the  more  willing  to  hearken 
vnto,  for  that  he  heard  newes,  that  Tamerlane,  the  great  Tar- 
tarian prince,  intended  shortly  to  warre  upon  him.  Yet  could 
not  this  peace  be  obtained,  but  upon  condition  that  the  emperor 
should  grant  free  libertie  for  the  Turks  to  dwell  together  in  one 
STREET  of  Constantinople,  with  free  exercise  of  their  owne 
religion  and  lawes,  vnder  a  judge  of  their  owne  nation ;  and  fur- 
ther, to  pay  vnto  the  Turkish  king,  a  yerely  tribute  of  ten 
thousand  duckats,  which  dishonourable  conditions  the  distressed 
emperor  was  glad  to  accept  of.  So  was  this'  long  seige  broken 
vp,  and  presently  a  great  sort  of  Turks,  with  their  families,  were 
sent  out  of  Bithynia,  to  dwell  in  Constantinople,  and  a  church 
there  built  for  them ;  which  not  long  after  was,  by  the  emperor, 
pulled  downe  to  the  ground,  and  the  Turks  againe  driuen  out  of 
the  citie,  at  such  time  as  Biazet  was  by  the  mightie  Tamerlane 
overthrowne  and  taken  prisoner."  Knolles's  History  of  the 
Turks,  p.  206. 

stretching  out  the  hand  a  sign  of  devotion. 

Psalm  xliv.  20.  Stretched  out  our  hands."]  The  stretching 
out  of  the  hand  towards  an  object  of  devotion,  or  an  holy  place, 
was  an  ancient  usage  among  both  Jews  and  heathens,  and  it  con- 
tinues in  the  East  to  this  time.  Pitts,  in  his  account  of  the 
religion  and  manners  of  the  Mahometans,  speaking  of  the 
Algerines  throwing  wax  candles  and  pots  of  oil  over-board,  to 
some  Marabbot  (or  Mohammedan  saint)  says,  **  when  this  was 
done,  they  all  together  held  up  their  hands,  begging  the  Marab- 
bot's  blessing,  and  a  prosperous  voyage."  (p.  17.)  This  custom 
he  frequently  observed  in  his  journey. 

John  xxi.  18.  When  thou  shalt  be  old,  thou  shalt  stretch  forth 
thy  hands,  and  another  shall  gird  thee."]  It  was  customary  in  the 
ancient  combats  for  the  vanquished  person  to  stretch  out  his 
hands  to  the  conqueror,  signifying  that  he  declined  the  battle, 
acknowledging  that  he  was  conquered,  and  submitting  to  the 
direction  of  the  victor.     Thus  Theocritus : — 

And  hands  oprais'd  with  death-presaging  mind, 

'At  once  the  fight  and  rictory  declin'd.  IdyU,  xxti. 

So  also  Turnos  in  Virgil :— ' 

Vicisti  et  victam  tendare,  &c. 

Thine  is  the  conqaeat ;  lo,  the  Latian  handa 

Behold  their  £^'ral  atretch  hia  suppliant  handa.  Pitt. 

In  the  instance  now  above  cited  the  stretching  out  of  the  hands 
was  to  be  a  token  of  submission  to  that  power,  under  which  he 
would  fall  and  perish. 

STRIKING  EMBLEM  OF  HUMAN  FRAILTY. 

Job  iv»  19.     Which  are  crushed  before  the  moth.']     It  is  pro- 
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bable  that  this  means  a  moth-wormy  which  is  one  state  of  the 
creature  alluded  to.  It  is  first  enclosed  in  an  egg,  firom  whence 
it  issues  a  worm,  and  after  a  time  becomes  a  complete  insect,  or 
moth.  The  following  extracts  from  Niebuhr  may  throw  light  on 
this  passage,  that  man  is  crushed  by  so  feeble  a  thing  as  a  worm. 
**  A  disease  very  common  in  Yemen  is  the  attack  of  the  Guiney- 
worm,  or  the  Vena  Medinensis,  as  it  is  called  by  the  physicians 
of  Europe.  This  disease  is-  supposed  to  be  occasioned  by  the  use 
of  the  putrid  waters,  which  people  are  obliged  to  drink  in  several 
parts  of  Yemen;  and  for  this  reason  the  Arabians  always  pass 
water,  with  the  nature  of  which  they  are  unacquainted,  through 
a  linen  cloth,  before  drinking  it.  Where  one  unfortunately  swal- 
lows any  of  the  eggs  of  this  insect,  no  immediate  consequence 
follows :  but  after  a  considerable  time,  the  worm  begins  to  show 
itself  through  the  skin.  Our  physician,  Mr.  Cramer,  was,  within 
a  few  days  of  his  death,  attacked  by  five  of  these  worms  at  once, 
although  this  was  more  than  five  months  after  we  had  left  Arabia. 
In  the  isle  of  Karek  I  saw  a  French  ofiicer,  named  Le  Page, 
who,  after  a  long  and  difficult  journey  performed  on  foot,  and  in 
an  Indian  dress,  between  Pondicherry  and  Surat,  through  the 
heart  of  India,  was  busy  extracting  a  worm  out  of  his  body.  He 
supposed  that  he  had  got  it  by  drinking  bad  water  in  the  country 
of  the  Marattas. 

''  This  disorder  is  not  dangerous,  if  the  person  affected  can 
extract  the  worm  without  breaking  it.  With  this  view  it  is  rolled 
on  a  small  bit  of  wood  as  it  comes  out  of  the  skin.  It  is  slender 
as  a  thread,  and  two  or  three  feet  long.  It  gives  no  pain  as  it 
makes  its  way  out  of  the  body,  unless  what  may  be  occasioned  by 
the  care  which  must  be  takeii  of  it  for  some  weeks.  If  unluckily 
it  be  broken,  it  then  returns  into  the  body,  and  the  most  dis- 
agreeable consequences  ensue,  palsy,  a  gangrene,  and  sometimes 
death."    Scripture  Illust.  Expos.  Index. 

STRIKING  HANDS  EXPLAINED. 

Pro  v.  vi.  1.  — if  thou  hast  stricken  thy  hand  with  a 
strangerJ]  To  strike  hands  with  another  person  was  a  general 
emblem  of  agreement,  bargaining,  or  sure^ship.  See  Homer 
represents  it,  II.  ii.  341,  and  iv.  159.    And  Virgil, — 

£u  dextra,  fidesque.  JEn»  iv.  597. 

See  alsQ  Prov.  xvii.  18,  xxii.  26.    Job  xvii.  3. 

STRIKING  SYMBOL  OF  ALMIGHTY  POWER. 

PsALM  civ.  2.  Who  stretchest  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain^ 
It  is  usual  in  the  summer  season,  and  upon  all  occasions  when  a 
large  company  is  to  be  received,  to  have  the  court  of  the  house 
(which  is  the  middle  of  an  open  square)  sheltered  from  the  heat 
of  the  weather  by  an  umbrella  or  veil,  which,  being  expanded 
upon  ropes,  from  one  side  of  the  parapet-wall  to  the  other,  may 
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be  folded  or  unfolded  at  pleasure.  The  Psalmist  seems  to  allude 
to  some  covering  of  this  kind  in  that  beautiful  expression  of 
*'  stretching  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain."  Shaw*s  Travels^ 
p.  ^74. 

STRIPPING  OFF  ORNAMENTS. 

ExoD.  xxxiii.  5.  Therefore  now  fut  off  thine  ornaments  from 
theeJ]  The  Septuagint  gives  this  as  a  translation  of  these  words : 
"  now  therefore  put  off  your  robes  of  glory,  and  your  ornaments." 
It  was  customary  to  put  off  their  upper  garments  in  times  of 
deep  mourning ;  and  it  is  still  practised  in  the  East.  ''  A  few 
days  after  this  we  came  to  a  place  called  Rabbock,  about  four 
days'  sail  on  this  side  Mecca,  where  all  the  hagges  (pilgrims), 
excepting  those  of  the  female  sex,  enter  into  hirrawem,  or  ihram, 
i.  e.  they  take  off  all  their  clothes,  covering  themselves  with  two 
hirrawems,  or  large  white  cotton  wrappers ;  one  they  put  about 
their  middle,  which  reaches  down  to  their  ankles ;  with  the  other 
they  cover  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  except  the  head ;  and  they 
wear  no  other  thing  on  their  bodies  but  these  wrappers,  only  a 

I)air  of  gimgameea,  or  thin-soled  shoes,  like  sandals,  the  over 
eather  of  which  covers  only  the  toes,  their  insteps  being  all 
naked.  In  this  manner,  like  humble  penitents,  they  go  from 
Rabbock  till  thev  come  to  Mecca,  to  approach  the  temple ;  many 
times  enduring  the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun,  till  the  very  skin  is 
burnt  off  their  backs  and  arms ;  and  their  heads  swelled  to  a  very 
great  d^ree."  Pitts's  Travels,  p.  115.  Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  40^. 

ExoD.  xxxiii.  6.  And  the  children  of  Israel  stripped  them" 
selves  of  their  ornaments  by  the  mount  Horeb.']  The  denuncia- 
tion of  divine  anger  was  the  reason  why  the  children  of  Israel 
stripped  themselves  of  their  ornaments.  A  similar  indication  of 
fear  is  observable  in  the  general  practice  of  the  Romans.  A  day 
was  fixed  for  the  trial  of  the  accused  person.  In  the  mean  time 
he  changed  his  dress ;  laid  aside  every  kind  of  ornament ;  let  his 
hair  and  beard  grow ;:  and  in  this  mean  garb  went  round  and 
solicited  the  favour  of  the  people.  Adam's.  Roman  Antiquities, 
p.  87. 

1  Sam.  xviii.  4.  Stripped  himself  of  the  robeJ]  D'Herbelot 
(vol.  ii.  p.  ^0.)  says,  that  when  Sultan  Selim  had  defeated  Causou 
Gouri,  he  assisted  at  prayers  in  a  mosque  at  Aleppo,  upon  his 
triumphant  return  to  Constantinople,  and  that  the  imam  of  the 
mosque,  having  added  at  the  close  of  the  prayer  these  words : 
**  May  God  preserve  Selim  Khan,  the  servant  and  minister  of  the 
two  sacred  cities  of  Mecca  and  Medina,"  the  title  was  so  very 
agreeable  to  the  sultan  that  he  gave  the  robe  that  he  had  on  to 
the  imam.  Just  thus  Jonathan  stripped  himself  of  the  robe  that 
was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  to  David.     Harmer,  voh  ii.  p.  94. 

strong  toweks. 
;    Judges  ix.  51;    But  there  was  a  strong  tower  within  the.  city, 
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and  thither  ^d  all  the  men  and  women,  and  all  they  of  the  city^ 
and  shut  it  to  themJ]  Besides  fortified  towns  and  cities,  we  find 
that  in  the  time  of  the  croisades  they  had  towers  for  the  people 
of  open  towns  to  fly  to  in  time  of  danger.  Thus  in  the  reign  of 
Baldwin  the  Second,  when  the  strength  of  the  kingdom  was  col- 
lected together  to  the  siege  of  Tyre,  the  people  of  Ashkalon  sud- 
denly invaded  the  country  about  Jerusalem,  and  put  to  the  sword 
the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  called  Mahomeria, 
five  or  six  miles  from  Jerusalem.  But  the  old  men,  the  women, 
and  the  children,  betaking  themselves  to  a  tower^  escaped.  (Gesta 
Dei  per  Francos,  p.  840.)  Towers  of  this  sort  appear  to  have 
been  in  use  in  very  early  times.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  239. 

SUBSCRIBING  WITH  THE  HAND. 

Isaiah  xliv.  5.  Subscribe  with  his  hand^  This  is  an  allusion 
to  the  marks  which  were  made  by  punctures,  rendered  indelible 
by  fire  or  by  staining,  upon  the  hand,  or  some  other  part  of  the 
body,  signif|ring  the  state  or  character  of  th^  person,  and  to 
whom  he  belonged.  The  slave  was  marked  with  the  name  of  his 
master;  the  soldier  of  his  commander;  the  idolater  with  the 
name  or  ensign  of  his  god;  and  the  Christians  seem  to  have 
imitated  this  practice  by  what  Procopius  says  upon  this  place  of 
Isaiah.  *^  Many  marked  their  wrists  or  their  arms  with  the  sign 
of  the  cross,  or  with  the  name  of  Christ.**     Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc. 

To  this  explanation  I  shall  subjoin  the  following  extract  firom 
Dr.  Doddridge's  Sermons  to  Young  People,  p.  79,  both  as  it 
corroborates  and  still  farther 'elucidates  this  transaction.  '*  Some 
very  celebrated  translators  and  critics  understand  the  words 
which  we  render,  '  subscribe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,'  in  a 
sense  a  little  diiierent  than  that  which  our  English  version  has 
given  them.  They  would  rather  render  them,  '  another  shall  write 
upon  his  hand,  I  am  the  Lord's ;'  and  they  suppose  it  refers  to  a 
custom  which  formerly  prevailed  in  the  East,  of  stamping  the 
name  of  the  general  on  the  soldier,  or  that  of  the  master  on  the 
slave.  As  this  name  was  sometimes  borne  on  the  forehead,  so  at 
other  times  on  the  hand ;  and  it  is  certain  that  several  scriptures, 
which  may  easily  be  recollected,  are  to  be  explained  as  alluding 
to  this :  Rev.  xiii.  16,  17,  Rev.  vii.  2,  3.  Rev.  iii.  IS.  Now 
firom  hence  it  seems  to  have  srown  into  a  custom  amongst  some 
idolatrous  nations,  when  solemnly  devoting  themselves  to  the 
service  of  any  deity,  to  be  initiated  into  it  by  receiving  some 
marks  in  their  flesh,  which  might  never  wear  out.  This  interpre- 
tation the  original  will  certainly  bear;  and  it  here  makes  a  very 
strong  and  beautiful  sense,  since  every  true  christian  has  a  sacred, 
and  indelible  character  upon  him,  which  shall  never  be  erased. 
But  if  we  retain  our  own  version  it  will  come  to  nearly  the  same, 
and  evidently  refers  to  a  practice  which  was  sometimes  used 
among  the  Jews  (Nehem.  ix.  38.  x.  ^),  and  which  is  indeed 
exceeding  natural,  of  obliging  themselves  to  the  service  of  God, 
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by  setting  their  hands   to  some  written  articles^  emphatically 
expressing  such  a  resolution." 

SUBSTITUTION  OF  ONE  PERSON  OR  THING  FOR  ANOTHER. 

Numb.  viii.  16.  Instead  of  the  Jirst-horn  of  all  the  children  of 
Israel  have  I  taken  them  unto  me."]  The  heathens  annexed  the 
same  ideas  of  substitution  to  the  victims  which  they  devoted  to 
their  gods.  We  find  a  singular  instance  of  it  in  Ovid.  Certain 
birds,  which  fed  upoQ  the  flesh  of  children^  and  sucked  their 
bloody  were  coming  down  upon  the  young  Procas,  and  just 
seizing  him  as  their  prey.  The  nymph  Crane  immediately  sacri- 
ficed a  pig,  and  holding  in  her  hands  the  entrails  of  that  victim, 
exclaims, — 

Noctis  ares,  extis  puerilibas,  isquit,' 


Parcite  :  pro  parvo  yictlma  parva  cadit. 

Cor  pro  corde,  precor,  pro  fibris  samite  fibras, 

Hanc  animam  vobis  pro  meliore  damus.  Fast.  yi.  159. 

Phil.  19.  7,  Paul^  have  written  it  with  mine  own  hand."] 
These  words  are  to  be  explained  by  the  Roman  laws,  by  which  it 
was  enacted,  that  if  any  man  write  that  he  hath  undertaken  a 
debt,  it  is  a  solemn  obligation  upon  him.  Whatsoever  is  written 
as  if  it  were  done,  seems,  and  is  reputed  to  have  been  done. 
From  hence  it  appears  that  a  man  is  bound  as  much  by  his  own 
hand,  or  confession  under  it,  as  if  any  other  testimonies  or  proofs 
were  against  him  of  any  fact  or  debt.     Hammond,  in  Ioc. 

1  Pet.  iii.  18.  For  Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins, 
the  just  for  the  unjust."]  The  notion  of  the  victim's  being  sub- 
stituted to  suffer  death  and  be  consumed  in  the  room  of  the  trans- 
gressor for  whom  it  was  ofiered,  is  very  ancient,  and  was  com* 
monly  received  among  Gentiles  and  Jews,  as  well  as  Christians. 
Thus  Ovid  supposes  the  sacrificed  animal  to  be  a  vicarious  sub- 
stitute, the  several  parts  of  which  were  given  as  equivalents  for 
what  was  due  by  the  offerers. 

Cor  pro  eorde,  precor ;  pro  fibra  samite  fibras ; 

Hanc  animam  vobis  pro  meliore  damns.  Fast.  vi.  159. 

SULTRY  CLIMATES  IN  THE  EAST. 

Job  ix.  18.  He  will  not  suffer  me  to  take  my  breath.]  Dr. 
Gill  is  of  opinion  that  in  these  words  there  is  an  allusion  to  the 
hot  burning  winds,  which  prevailed  in  the  eastern  countries ;  and 
which  sometimes  blew  so  strong  as  almost  to  take  away  a  man's 
breath.  Thevenot  (Travels,  part.  i.  b.  1,  c.  34.)  reports,  that 
between  Suez  and  Cairo  they  had,  for  a  day's  time  and  more,  so 
hot  a  wind,  that  they  were  forced  to  turn  their  backs  to  it  to  take 
breath. 

Job  xxvii.  21.  The  east-wind  carrieth  him  away,  and  he 
departeth ;  and  as  a  storm  hurleth  him  out  of  his  place.]  The 
ancients  were  persuaded  that  some  persons  were  carried  away  by 
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Storms  and  whirlwinds.     Homer  gives  us  ah  instance  of  this, 
making  one  exclaim, — 

Snatch  me,  ye  whirlwinds,  far  from  human  race, 

TosB'd  throagh  the  void  illimitable  space.  Odjss*  b.  xz. 

See  also  Isaiah  xli.  16. 

SUM  OF  THE  LAW  AND  THE  PROPHETS. 

Matt.  xxii.  40.  On  these  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law 
and  the  prophets,']  These  words  allude  to  a  custom  mentioned  by 
TertuUian,  of  writing  the  laws  and  hanging  them  up  in  a  public 
place,  that  they  might  be  seen  by  all  the  people.  It  imports  that 
in  these  two  commandments  is  contained  all  that  the  law  and  the 
prophets  require,  in  reference  to  our  duty  to  God  and  man ;  for 
though  there  are  some  precepts  of  temperance  which  we  owe  to 
ourselves,  yet  they  are  such  as  we  may  be  inclined  to  perform 
-from  the  true  love  of  God  and  of  our  neighbour ;  for  the  love  of 
God  will  preserve  us  from  impatience,  discontent,  and  evil  lusting, 
it  will  make  us  watchfril  over  ourselves  to  keep  a  good  conscience, 
as  being  solicitous  for  our  eternal  welfare :  and  the  love  of  our 
neighbour  will  restrain  us  from  all  angry  passions,  such  as  envy 
and  malice,  which  arise  against  him :  so  that  these  two  command- 
ments may  be  very  justly  called  an  abridgment  or  compendium 
of  the  whole  scriptures.     Whitby,  in  loc. 

SUN-DIALS  OF  GREAT  ANTIQUITY. 

2  Kings  xx.  11.  The  dial  of  Ahazi]  At  the  beginning  of  the 
world  it  is  certain  there  was  no  distinction  of  time,  but  by  the 
light  and  darkness,  and  the  whole  day  was  included  in  the  general 
terms  of  the  evening  and  morning.  The  Chaldeans,  many  ages 
after  the  flood,  were  the  first  who  divided  the  day  into  hours  ; 
they  being  the  first  who  applied  themselves  with  any  success  to 
astrology.  Sun-dials  are  of  ancient  use ;  but  as  they  were  of  no 
service  in  cloudy  weather  and  in  the  night,  there  was  another  in- 
vention of  measuring  the  parts  of  time  by  water ;  but  that  not 
Proving  sufficiently  exact,  they  laid  it  aside  for  another  by  sand, 
^he  use  of  dials  was  earlier  among  the  Greeks  than  the  Romans. 
It  was  above  three  hundred  years  after  the  building  of  Rome 
before  they  knew  any  thing  of  them;  but  yet  they  had  divided 
the  day  and  night  into  twenty-four  hours :  though  they  did  not 
count  the  hours  numerically,  but  from  midnight  to  midnight,  dis- 
tinguishing them  by  particular  names,  as  by  the  cock-crowing,  the 
dawn,  the  mid-day,  &c.  The  first  sun-dial  we  read  of  among  the 
Romans,  which  divided  the  day  into  hours,  is  mentioned  by  Pliny 
(Nat.  Hist.  lib.  i.  cap.  20),  as  fixed  upon  the  temple  of  Quirinus, 
by  L.  Papyrius  the  censor,  about  the  twelfth  year  of  the  wars 
with  Pyrrhus.  Scipio  Nasica  some  years  afl«r  measured  the  day 
and  night  into  hours  from  the  dropping  of  water. 
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SUN  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS  ARISING. 

Malachi  iv.  2,  The  sun  of'  righteousness  shall  arise  with 
healing  in  his  wings,]  The  late  Mr.  Robinson  of  Cambridge 
called  upon  a  friend  just  as  he  had  received  a.  letter  from  his  son^ 
who  was  surgeon  on  board  a  vessel  then  lying  off  Smyrna.  The 
son  mentioned  to  his  father,  that  every  morning  about  sun-rise  a 
fresh  gale  of  air  blew  from  the  sea  across  the  land,  and  from  its 
wholesomeness  and  utility  in  clearing  the  infected  air,  this  wind  is 
always  called  the  Doctor.  "  Now,"  says  Mr.  Robinson,  "  it 
strikes  me,  that  the  prophet  Malachi,  who  lived  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world,  might  allude  to  this  circumstance,  when  he  says,  the 
sun  of  righteousness  shall  arise  "vnth  healing  in  his  vnngs."  The 
Psalmist  mentions  the  ^  wings  of  the  wind,*  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  salubrious  breeze,  which  attends  the  rising  of  the  sun, 
may  be  properly  enough  considered  as  the  wings  of  the  sun,  which 
contain  such  heaUng  influences,  rather  than  the  beams  of  the  sun^ 
as  the  passage  has  been  commonly  understood.*' 

SWIFTNESS  OF  THE  LEOPARD  AN  EASTERN  FIGURE. 

Has.  i.  8.  Their  horses  also  are  swifter  than  the  leopards.] 
Leopards  tamed  and  taught  to  hunt  are,  it  is  said,  made  use  of 
in  the  East  for  that  purpose,  and  seize  the  prey  with  surprising 
agility.  Le  Bruyn  tells  us  (tom.  ii.  p.  154),  that  he  had  often 
seen  the  bashaw  of  Gaza  go  to  hunt  jackalls,  of  which  there  are 
great  numbers  in  that  country,  and  which  he  took  by  means  of  a 
leopard  trained  to  it  from  its  youth.  The  hunter  keeps  it  before 
him  upon  his  horse,  and  when  he  meets  with  a  jackall,  the  leopard 
leaps  down,  and  creeps  along  till  he  thinks  himself  within  reach 
of  the  beast,  when  he  leaps  upon  it,  throwing  himself  seventeen 
or  eighteen  feet  at  a  time. 

If  we  suppose  that  this  way  of  hunting  was  in  use  in  the  time 
of  the  propnet  Habakkuk,  the  image  was  sufficiently  familiar  to 
the  common  people.     Harmer.  vol.  ii.  p.  438. 

SYCAMORE  FRUIT. 

Amos  vii.  14.  Sycamore  fruit.']  The  sycamore  fiiiit  which 
grows  sticlqag  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  does  not  ripen  till  it  is 
rubbed  with  iron  combs,  after  which  it  ripens  in  four  days.  Jerome 
says,  that  without  this  management  the  figs  are  excessively  bitter. 
Hasselquist  (Travels,  p.  261),  describing  the  ficus  sycamorus,  or 
scripture  sycamore,  says,  "  it  buds  the  latter  end  of  March,  and 
the  fruit  ripens  in  the  beginning  of  June ;  it  is  woimded  or  cut  by 
the  inhabitants  (of  Lower  Egypt)  at  the  time  it  buds ;  for  without 
this  precaution,  they  say,  it  will  not  bear  fruit" 

Amos  vii.  14.  A  gatherer  of  sycamore  fruit.]  Or,  more  pro- 
perly, a  dresser  of  sycamore  fruit.  Pococke  gives  the  following 
accoimt  of  it  "  The  dumez  of  Egypt  is  called  by  the  Europeans 
Pharaoh's  fig :  it  is  the  sycamore  of  the  ancients,  and  is  properly 
a  Jlcus  fatuus  (wild  fig.)     The  fig  is  small,  but  like  the  common 
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figs.  At  the  end  of  it  a  sort  of  water  gathers  together ;  and  unless 
it  be  cut,  and  the  water  let  out,  it  will  not  ripen.  This  they  some- 
times dp,  covering  the  bough  with  a  net  to^keep  off  the  birds : 
and  the  fiuit  is  not  bad,  though  it  is  not  esteemed.  It  is  a  large 
spreading  tree,  with  a  round  leaf,  and  has  this  particular  quality, 
that  short  branches  without  leaves  come  out  of  the  great  limbs 
all  about  the  wood ;  aftd  these  bear  the  fruit.  It  was  of  the  tim- 
ber of  these  trees  that  the  ancient  Egyptians  made  their  coffins 
for  their  embalmed  bodies,  and  the  wood  remains  sound  to  this 
day."    Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  305. 

This  shows  tfie  propriety  of  rendering  Psalm  Ixxviii.  47,  "  He 
destroyed  their  sycamore  trees  with  frost." 

SYNAGOGUE  OF  THE  LIBERTINES. 

Acts  vi.  9.  The  synagogue  of  the  libertines.']  Great  numbers 
of  the  Jews,  who  were  taken  captive  by  Pompey,  and  carried  into 
Italy,  were  there  set  at  liberty,  and  obtained  their  freedom  from 
their  masters ;  their  children,  therefore,  would  be  libertini  in  the 
proper  sense  of  that  word;  and,  agreeably  to  this,  the  Jews 
banished  from  Rome  by  Tiberius  are  spoken  of  by  Tacitus 
(Annal.  lib.  ii.  cap.  85)  as  of  the  libertine  race.  These  might 
easily  constitute  one  of  the  480  synagogues  said  to  have  been  at 
Jerusalem. 

TABERNACLE  OF  MOLOCH. 

.  Amos  v.  26.  Ye  have  borne  the  tabernacle  of  your  Moloch.] 
It  is  thought,  with  great  probability,  that  Moloch,  and  those  other 
pagan  deities,  which  the  Israelites  carried  with  them  in  the  desert, 
were  borne  in  niches  upon  men*s  shoulders,  or  drawn  about  on 
covered  carriages,  as  we  know  the  heathens  carried  their  idols  in 
procession  or  in  public  marches.  There  are  some  who  believe 
that  those  silver  temples  of  the  goddess  Diana,  which  were  made 
and  sold  at  Ephesus,  were  also  these  niches,  or  portable  temples, 
for  the  devotion  of  pilgrims. 

The  custom  of  carrying  the  images  of  the  gods  .under  tents  and 
in  covered  litters  came  originally  from  the  Egyptians.  Herodotus 
speaks  of  a  feast  of  Isis,  wherein  her  statue  was  carried  upon  a 
chariot  with  four  wheels,  drawn  by  her  priests.  The  same  author, 
speaking  of  one  of  their  deities,  says,  they  carried  it  from  one 
temple  to  another,  inclosed  in  a  little  chapel  made  of  gilt  wood. 
Clemens  of  Alexandria  speaks  of  an  Egyptian  procession,  wherein 
they  carried  two  dogs  of  gold,  a  hawk,  and  an  ibis.  The  same 
father  quotes  the  words  of  Menander,  who  rallied  those  vagrant 
divinities  that  could  not  continue  in  one  place.  Macrobius  says, 
that  the  Egyptian  priests  carried  the  statue  of  Jupiter  of  Helio- 
polis  upon  their  shoulders,  as  the  gods  of  the  Romans  were  car- 
ried in  the  pomp  of  the  games  of  the  circus.  Philo  of  Biblos 
relates,  that  they  used  to  carry  Agrotes,  a  Phoenician  deitv,  in  a 
covered  niche  ujpon  a  car  drawn  by  beasts.    Euseb.  Praep.  lib.  i. 
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The  Egyptian  priests  placed  Jupiter  Ammon  upon  a  little  boat, 
from  whence  hung  plates  of  silver,  by  the  motion  of  which  they 
formed  a  judgmeiA  of  the  will  of  the  deity,  and  from  whence  they 
made  their  responses  to  such  as.  consulted  them.  The  Egyptians 
and  Carthaginians,  as  Servius  reports,  had  little  images,  which 
were  carried  upon  chariots,  and  gave  oracles  by  the  modem  they 
communicated  to  these  carriages.  The  Gauls,  as  we  are  told  by 
Sulpicius  Severus,  carried  their  gods  abroad  into  the  fields, 
covered  with  a  white  veil.  Tacitus  speaks  of  an  unknown  god- 
dess, who  resided  in  an  island  of  the  ocean.  They  keep  .for  her 
a  covered  chariot,  which  none  dares  approach  but  her  priest :  and 
when  he  says  that  the  goddess  is  entered  therein,  two  heifers  are 
harnessed  to  it,  who  draw  the  chariot  where  they  think  fit,  and 
then  bring  it  back  into  her  grove.  They  wash  the  chariot  and 
the  veils  that  cover  it,  and  then  they  drown  the  slaves  that  were 
employed  in  the  service. 

Diodorus  Siculus  speaks  of  two  small  temples  of  gold.  There 
was  one  at  Lacedaemon,  which  was  all  of  brass,  and  therefore  was 
called  "chalchotoichos,"  or  the  house  of  brass.  Victor,  in  his 
description  of  Rome,  gives  instances  of  some  of  the  same  metal  in 
that  city;  but  I  should  rather  think  that  the  littie  temples  of 
Diana  of  Ephesus,  which  were  made  and  sold  by  Dertietrius  the 
silversmith,  were  either  models  of  the  temple  of  their  goddess,  or 
niches  wherein  the  goddess  herself  was  represented.  Calmet's 
Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  art  Niches. 

TAKING  LEAVE  AMONG  THE  PATRIARCHS. 

Gen.  xxxi.  27,  Wherefore  didst  thou  flee  away  secretly ^  and 
steal  away  from  me,  and  didst  not  tell  me,  that  I  might  have  sent 
thee  away  with  mirth  and  with  songs,  with  tahret  and  with  harp  ?'\ 
The  Easterns  used  to  set  out,  at  least  on  their  longer  journeys, 
with  music.  When  the  prefetto  of  Eg)rpt  was  preparing  for  his 
ioumey,  he  complains  of  his  being  incommoded  by  the  songs  of 
his  friends,  who  in  this  manner  took  leave  of  their  relations  and 
acquaintance.  These  valedictory  songs  were  often  extemporary. . 
\£  we  consider  them  as  they  probably  were  used,  not  on  common 
but  more  solemn  occasions,  there  appears  peculiar  propriety  in  the 
complaint  of  Laban.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  435. 

Gen.  xxxi.  ^.  That  I  might  have  sent  thee  away  with  mirth 
and  with  songs,  with  tabret  and  with  harp  .^]  A  striking  similarity 
prevails  between  the  modem  dance  of  the  South  Sea  islands,  as 
performed  before  Captain  Cook,  and  the  ancient  choral  dance  of 
Egypt  and  Palestine.  "  A  band  or  chorus  of  eighteen  men  seated 
themselves  before  us ;  they  sung  a  slow  and  soft  air ;  twenty  wo- 
men entered.  Most  of  them  had  upon  their  heads  garlands,  of 
the  crimson  flowers  of  the  china  rose,  or  others.  They  made  a 
circle  round  the  chorus,  and  began  by  singing  a  soft  air,  to  which 
responses  were  made  by  the  chorus  in  the  same  tone :  and  these 
were  repeated  alternately.   All  this  while  the  women  accompanied 

£   E 


418  ORIENTAL  CUSTOMS. 

their  song,  with  several  very  graceful  motions  of  their  hands 
towards  their  faces,  and  in  other  directions.  Their  manner  of 
dancing  was  now  changed  to  a  quicker  measure,  in  which  they 
made  a  kind  of  half  turn  by  leaping,  and  clapped  their  hands, 
repeating  some  words  in  conjunction  with  the  cnoruis.  Toward 
the  end,  as  the  quickness  of  the  music  increased,  their  gestures 
and  attitudes  were  varied  with  wonderftil  vigour  and  dexterity.*" 
Last  Voyage,  vol.  i.  p.  250. 

TAKING  THE  SHOE  OFF  THE  FOOT. 

Joshua  v.  15.  Loose  thy  shoe  from  off  thy  foot."]  The  custom 
which  is  here  referred  to,  not  only  constantly  prevailed  all  over 
the  East  from  the  earliest  ages,  but  continues  to  this  day.  To 
pull  off  the  sandah,  or  slippers,  is  used  as  a  mark  of  respect  on 
entering  a  mosque  or  a  temple,  or  the  room  of  any  person  of  dis- 
tincticm ;  in  which  case  &ey  were  either  laid  aside,  or  given  to  a 
servant  to  bear.  Ives  (Travels,  p.  75)  says,  that  "  at  the  doors  of 
an  Ii^dian  pagoda  are  seen  as  many  slippers  and  sandals  as  there 
are  hats  hai^ng  up  in  our  churches."  The  same  custom  prevliils 
amongst  the  Turks.  Maundrell,  p.  29,  describes  exactly  the 
ceremonials  of  a  Turkish  visit,  on  which,  though  an  European 
and  a  stranger,  he  was  obliged  to  comply  with  this  custom. 

taking  up  the  cross  explained. 

Matt.  x.  38.  He  that  taketh  not  his  cross]  Wetstein  shows 
that  this  is  an  allusion  to  the  most  degrading  suffering,  that  of  the 
punishment  inflicted  on  slaves,  who  were  whipped  through  the 
Circus  bearing  a  gallows  (furca.)     Cicero  de  Divinat.  u  26* 

TALENT  laid  UP  IN  A  NAJ^KIN. 

Luke  xix.  20.  Laid  up  in  a  napkin']  .  The  Greek  word  here 
used  for  a  napkin  is  adopted  by  the  Jews  into  their  language,  and 
is  used  for  a  veil,  and  for  a  linen  cloth.  The  Jews  had  a  custom 
which  they  called  possession  by  a  napkin  or  linen  cloth,  which  is, 
that  when  thev  buy  or  sell  any  thing,  they  use  a  piece  of  cloth 
which  they  call  sudar,  the  word  used  in  this  passage ;  this  the 
contractors  lay  hold  of  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  bargain.  Upon 
which  custom,  as  connected  with  these  words.  Dr.  Gill  observes, 
that  this  man  made  no  use  of  his  sudar,  or  napkin,  in  buying  or 
selling ;  he  traded  not  at  all ;  he  wrapped  up  his  money  in  it^ 
and  both  lay  useless. 

TEN  A  NUMBER  MUCH  VALUED  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Matt.  xxv.  1.  Ten.]  The  number  ten  was  much  noticed 
and  used  by  the  Jews.  A  congregation  with  them  consisted  of 
ten  persons,  and  less  than  that  number  did  not  make  one :  and 
wherever  there  were  ten  persons  in  a  place,  they  were  oMiged  to 
build  a  synagogue.  The  blessing  of  the  bridegrooms,  which 
consisted  of  seven  .blessings,  was  not  said  but  in  the  presence  of 
ten  persons.  To  this  there  may  be  an  allusion  liere.  Gill, 
in  loc. 
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TENTS  OF  EASTERN  PSINCES  WERE  ILLUMINATED. 

Job  xxix.  3.  When  his  candle  shone  upon  my  head.']  The 
tents  of  princes  are  frequently  illuminated,  as  a  mark  of  honour 
and  dignity.  Norden  tells  us  (part  ii.  p.  45),  that  the  tent  of  the 
bey  of  Girge  was  distinguished  from  the  other  tents  by  forty 
lanterns  suspended  before  it,  in  form  of  chequer  work.  If  this 
were  the  custom  formerly,  it  is  possible  that  these  words  of  Job 
might  have  a  reference  to  it:  "  Oh,  that  it  were  with  me  as  in 
months  past,  as  in  the  days  when  God  preserved  me,  when  his 
candle  shone  upon  mine  head,"  (when  I  returned  prosperous  from 
expeditions  against  the  enemies  of  my  tribe,  and  had  my  tent 
adorned  with  lamps,)  ''and  I  passed  through  the  night  by  the 
light  of  it"     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  133. 

TENTS  OF  KEDAR  VERY  BEAUTIFUL. 

Sol.  Song  i.  6.  /  am  blacky  hut  comely ^  O  ye  daughters  of 
Jerusalem,  as  the  tents  of  Kedar,  as  the  curtains  of  SolomonJ] 
Modem  tents  are  sometimes  very  beautiful.  ''  The  Turks  spare 
fof  nothing  in  rendering  their  tents  convenient  and  magnificent. 
Those  belonging  to  the  grand  signor  were  exceedingly  splendid, 
and  covered  entirely  with  silk ;  and  one  of  them  lined  with  a  rich 
ailk  stuff,  the  right  side  of  which  was  the  apartment  for  the  eu- 
nuchs. But  even  this  was  exceeded  by  another,  which  I  was 
informed  cost  twenty-five  thousand  piastres :  it  was  made  in  Per- 
sia, and  intended  as  a  present  to  the  grand  signor ;  and  was  not 
finished  in  less  than  three  or  four  years.  The  outside  of  this  tent 
was  not  indeed  remarkable ;  but  it  was  lined  with  a  single  piece 
made  of  (samePs  hair,  and  beaudiuUy  decorated  with  festoons  and 
sentences  in  the  Turkish  language."  Travels,  by  Van  Egmont 
and  Heyman,  vol.  i.  p.  212. 

Nadir  Shah  had  a  very  superb  tent,  covered  on  the  outside 
with  scarlet  broad-cloth,  and  lined  within  with  violet-coloured 
satin,  ornamented  with  a  great  variety  of  animals,  flowers,  &c. 
formed  entirely  of  pearls  and  precious  stones. 

TERAPHIM  EXPLAINED. 

HosEA  iii.  4.  Teraphim.]  As  to  the  external  form  of  the 
teraphim,  Jurieu  represents  it  thus: — The  eastern  nations  pre- 
served in  one  of  the  remote  parts  of  their  house  the  relics  of 
their  ancestors  ;  if  they  had  none  of  these,  their  posterity  being 
numerous,  they  erected  empty  tombs  of  stone,  wooa,  or  earth,  and 
upon  these  they  set  the  teraphim  at  the  two  extremities.  Micah 
(tfudges  xviii.  14)  having  obtained  a  sight  of  some  of  these  oracles 
among  the  heathen,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  abominations  they 
practised  by  them,  thought  they  might  be  sanctified  bv  dedicating 
them  to  God|  though  by  idolaters  they  were  designed  tar  inquiring 
.  of  the  dead. 
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TERRITORIAL  BARRENNESS  DESCRIBED. 

2  Kings  li.  19.  And  the  ground  barren."]  Mai^.  "  Causing  to 
miscarry.*'  If  the  Tatter  reading  is  allowed  to  be  more  just  than 
the  former,  we  must  entertain  a  different  idea  of  the  situation  of 
Jericho  than  the  textual  translation  suggests.  There  are  actually 
at  this  time  cities  where  animal  life  of  certain  kinds  pines,  and 
decays,  and  dies  ;  and  where  that  posterity  which  should  replace 
such  loss  is  either  not  conceived,  or,  if  conceived,  is  not  brought 
to  the  birth ;  or,  if  brought  to  the  birth,  is  fatal  in  delivery  to 
both  mother  and  offspring.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurs  in 
Don  UUoa's  Voyage  to  South  America,  vol.  i.  p.  93.  He  says  of 
the  climate  of  Porto  Bello,  that  "it  destroys  the  vigour  of  nature, 
and  often  untimely  cuts  the  thread  of  life."  And  of  Sennaar  Mr. 
Bruce  (Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  469)  says,  that  "  no  horse,  mule,  ass, 
or  any  beast  of  burthen,  will  breed  or  even  live  at  Sennaar,  or 
many  miles  about  it  Poultry  does  not  live  there ;  neither  dog 
nor  cat,  sheep  nor  bullock,  can  be  preserved  a  season  there :  they 
must  go  all,  every  half  year,  to  the  sands.  Though  every  possible 
care  be  taken  of  them,  they  die  in  every  place  where  the  fat  earth 
is  about  the  town,  during  the  first  season  of  the  rains.*'  He  fai^- 
ther  mentions^  thut  the  situation  is  equally  unfavourable  to  most 
trees. 

THREATENING  OF  CUTTING  ASUNDER.  ^ 

Matt.  xxiv.  51.  And  cut  him  asunder."]  If  this  expression 
be  understood  in  its  primary  and  literal  sense,  it  must  denote  that 
most  horrible  punishment  of  being  cut  in  sunder  whilst  alive, 
which  there  is  a  tradition  that  the  prophet  Isaiah  suffered.  There 
are  many  instances  in  ancient  writers  of  this  method  of  executing 
criminals,  and  it  is  still  practised  by  some  nations,  particularly  by 
the  western  Moors  in  Barbary,  as  we  are  assured  by  Dr.  Shaw, 
Travels,  p.  254,  2nd  edit.  Calmet  says  (Diet,  of  the  Bible,  art 
saw),  this  punishment  was  not  unknown  among  the  Hebrews.  It 
came  originally  from  the  Persians  or  the  Chaldeans.  It  is  still 
in  use  among  the  Switzers,  and  they  practised  it  not  many  years 
ago  on  one  of  their  countrymen,  guilty  of  a  great  crime,  in  the 
plain  of  Crenelles,  near  Paris.  They  put  him  into  a  kind  of 
cofHn,  and  sawed  him  at  length,  beginning  at  the  head,  as  a  piece 
of  wood  is  sawn.  Parisates,  king  of  Persia,  caused  Roxana  to  be 
sawn  in  two  alive.  Valerius  Maximus  says,  that  the  Thracians 
sometimes  made  living  men  undergo  this  torture.  The  laws  of 
the  twelve  tables,  which  the  Romans  had  borrowed  from  the 
Greeks,  condemned  certain  crimes  to  the  punishment  of  the  saw ; 
but  the  execution  of  it  was  so  rare,  as  Aulus  Gellius  says  (Noct 
Att  lib.  xii.  cap.  2),  that  noqe  remembered  to  have  seen  it  prac- 
tised. Herodotus  (lib.  6)  relates,  that  Sabacus,  king  of  Egypt, 
received  an  order  in  a  dream  to  cut  in  two  all  the  priests  of 
Egypt     Cdus  Caligula,  the  emperor,  often  condemned  people  of 
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condition  to  be  sawn  in  two  through  the  middle.     **  Aut  medios 
serrll  dissecuit."     Sueton.  in  Caio. 

Matt.  xxiv.  51.  And  appoint  him  his  portion  with  the  hypo* 
crites,  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of'  teethJ]  In  ancient 
times  the  stewards  of  great  families  were  slaves,  as  well  as  the 
servants  of  the  lower  class,  being  raised  to  that  trust  on  account 
of  their  fidelity,  wisdom^,  sobriety,  and  other  good  qualities.  If 
any  steward,  therefore,  in  the  absence  of  his  lord,  behaved  as  is 
represented  in  the  parable,  it  was  a  plain  proof  that  the  virtues  on 
account  of  which  he  was  raised  were  counterfeited,  and  by  conse- 
quence, that  he  was  a  hypocrite.  Slaves  of  this  character,  among 
other  chastisements,  were  sometimes  condemned  to  work  in  the 
mines;  and  as  this  was  one  of  the  most  grievous  punishments, 
when  they  first  entered  nothing  was  heard  among  them  but  weep- 
ing and  gnashing  of  teeth,  on  account  of  the  intolerable  fatigue  to 
which  they  were  subjected  in  these  hideous  caves,  without  hope  of 
release.     Macknight's  Harm,  vol,  ii.  p.  139. 

THREATENINGS  TO  JERUSALEM. 

Jer.  xxvi.  18.  Zion  shall  be  ploughed  like  a  fieldJ\  The 
Jews  suppose  this  prophecy  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  utter  destruction 
of  the  second  temple  by  Titus ;  when  Terentius,  or,  as  some  of 
the  modem  Jews  call  him,  Tumus  Rufus  razed  the  very  founda- 
tions of  the  city  and  temple,  and  so  Ailfilled  the  prediction  of 
Christ,  "  that  there  should  not  be  left  one  stone  upon  another." 
See  Joseph.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  vii.  c.  7.  When  conquerors  would 
signify  their  purpose  that  a  city  should  never  be  rebuilt,  they  used 
to  break  up  the  ground  where  it  stood.  Judges  ix.  45.  Horace 
alludes  to  this  custom : 

-Tmprimeretqne  maris 


Hostile  aratrum  exercitas  insolens.    Lib.  i.  od.  16, 

Hence  also  Ovid: 

£t  seges  est  ubi  Troja  fuit. 

See  Micah  iii.  12. 

Jer.  xxix.  18.  And  deliver  them  to  be  removed  to  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth.']  The  transplanting  of  people  or  nations 
has  been  practised  by  modern  conquerors.  Thus  in  the  year  7Q6, 
Charlemagne  transplanted  the  Saxons  from  their  own  country,  to 
oblige  them  to  remain  faithful  to  him,  into  different  parts  of  his 
kingdom,  either  Flanders  or  the  country  of  the  Helvetians.  Their 
own  country  was  re-peopled  by  the  Adrites,  a  Sclavonian  nation. 
(Henault  abrege  Chronol.  de  I'Histoire  de  France,  torn.  i.  p.  65.) 
It  was  the  policy  of  Abbas  the  First,  who  asciended  the  throne  of 
Persia  in  1585,  to  transplant  the  inhabitants  of  conquered  places 
from  one  country  to  another,  with  a  view  not  only  to  prevent  any 
danger  from  their  disaffection,  but  likewise  of  depopulating  the 
countries  exposed  to  an  enemy.  Hanway's  Revolutions  of  Persia, 
vol.  iii.  p.  164. 
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Jer*  xxxvi.  30.  Hi$  dead  body  shall  be  cast  out  in  the  day  to 
the  heat,  and  in  the  night  to  the  frost,"]  The  want  of  burial  was 
considered  as  a  great  misfortune^  and  was  therefore  particularly 
dreaded.  The  Romans  were  of  opinion  that  the  soul  had  no  rest 
unless  the  body  were  pr(^)erly  intended.    So  Virgil : 

Haec  omnis^  quam  ceinis,  inops  inbumataque  turba  est : 
Pordtor  ille,  Charon  ;  fai,  quos  rehit,  und£  sepulti,  &c^ 

The  ghosts  rejected  are  the  unhappy  crew, 

iPepriv'd  of  sepulchres  and  fiin'iu  due : 

The  boatman  Charon  :  those,  the  buried  host. 

He  ferries  over  to  the  farther  coast.  Drydkn, 

EzEK.  xiu  3.  Prepare  thee  stt^for  removing,  and  remove  by 
day  in  their  sight."]  ^'Thia  is  as  they  do  in  the  caravans;  they 
carry  out  their  baggage  in  the  day-time,  and  the  caravan  loads  in 
the  evening ;  for  in  the  morning  it  is  too  hot  to  set  out  on  a  jour* 
ney  for  that  day,  and  they  cannot  well  see  in  the  night  However^ 
this  depends  on  the  length  of  their  journeys  ;  for  when  they  are 
too  short  to  take  up  a  whole  night,  they  load  in  the  night,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  their  journey's  end  early  in  the  morning;  it  being  a 
greater  inconvenience  to  arrive  at  an  unknown  place  in  the  night, 
3ian  to  set  out  on  a  journey  then."  Chardin  MS*  HarmeRj, 
vol.  i.  p.  432. 

Mark  ix.  44.  Where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 
quenched.]  Dr.  Rymer  (Representation  of  Revealed  Religion,  p. 
155)  supposes  that  both  the  worm  and  the  fire  are  meant  of  the 
body,  and  refer  to  the  two  different  ways  of  fimeral  among  the 
ancients,  interment  and  burning ;  so  that  our  Liord  may  seem  here 
to  prevent  an  objection  against  the  permanent  misery  of  the  wicked 
in  hell,  arising  from  the  frail  constitution  of  the  body ;  as  if  he 
should  have  said,  the  body  will  not  then  be  as  it  is  at  present, 
but  will  be  incapable  of  consumption  or  dissolution.  In  its  natu- 
ral state,  the  worms  may  devour  the  whole,  and  die  for  want  of 
nourishment;  the  fire  may  consume  it,  and  be  extinguished  for 
want  of  fiiel ;  but  there  shall  be  perpetual  food  for  th^  worm  that 
corrodes  it,  perpetual  fuel  for  the  fire  that  torments  it.  The  words 
of  the  apocrjrphal  writer,  in  Judith  xvi.  17,  greatly  illustrate  thisi 
interpretation.  It  is  said,  *^t\xe  Lord  Almighty  will  take  vengeance 
on  the  wicked  in  the  day  of  judgment,  putting  ifire  and  worma 
into  their  flesh,  an^  they  shall  feel  them,  an4  weep  for  ever." 

THR{:SHOLI>S  OF  AN  EASTERN  PALACE* 

EzEK.  xliii.  8.  Thresholds.]  The  threshold  of  the  palace  of 
a  living  prince,  and  that  of  a  person  deceased,  held  in  great  esteein^ 
are  supposed  to  be  the  places  where  tihose  who  |)ropose  to  do 
them  honour  prostrated  themselves,  touching  them  with  their  fore^ 
heads  in  token  of  solemn  reverence.  Probably,  for  this  reason, 
Ezekiel  calls  the  sanctuary  the  "  threshold  of  God,"  and  temjrfea 
pf  idols,  their  thresholds.    It  is  certain  the  modern  Persians  make 
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the  threshold  in  particular  Uie  place  where  their  devotees  pay 
their  reverence  to  their  entombed  saints*  Thus  immediately  sSter 
the  sixth  distich^  inscribed  on  the  front  of  the  fiunous  tomb  at 
CoiUi  follows  this ;  "  Happy  and  glorious  is  the  beUever,  who 
throiigl^  reverence  ahall  protoate  himsdf  with  his  head  on  the 
thr^sKqld  of  this  gate»  in  doing  which  he  will  imitate  the  sun  and  ^ 
the  moon*'*    Chardin,  torn*  i  p.  S03* 

THRONE  OF  GOD  DESCRIBED, 

Rev.  iv.  4.  Round  about  the  throne^  The  situation  of  the 
elders  is  agreeable  to  the  ancient  manner  of  sitting  in  council  or 
consistoiy  among  the  Jews.  There  is  a  representation  of  this  in 
Daniel  vii.  9.  "  I  beheld  till  the  seats  or  thrones  were  pitched," 
not  ^^  thrown  down/'  as  in  our  translation,  '^  and  the  ancient  of 
days  did  sit "  in  ,the  nudst  of  the  other  tlurones,  as  the  father  ox 
head  of  the  -consistory,  ^^  and  the  judgment  was  set "  (ver.  10), 
thai  is^  the  whole  sanhedrim;  the  rest  of  the  dders  were  seated 
on  those  thrones  which  were  round  about,  and  the  books  were 
opened  preparatory  to  the  judicature.     Hammond,  in  loc. 

THRONE  OF  KING  SOLOMON. 

1  Kings  x.  20.  There  was  not  the  like  made  in  any  kingdomJ] 
In  after  ages  we  read  of  thrones  very  glorious  and  msnestic. 
Athenaeus  says,  that  the  throne  of  the  Parthian  kings  was  of  gold, 
encompassed  with  four  golden  pillars,  beset  with  precious  stones. 
Tke  Persian  kings  sat  in  jud^ent  under  a  golden  vine,  and  other 
trees  of  gold,  the  bunches  of  whose  grapes  were  made  of  several 
sorts  of  precious  stones. 

To  this  article  may  be  very  properly  annexed  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  famous  peacock  throne  of  the  Great  Mogul.  "  The 
Great  Mogul  has  seven  thrones,  some  set  all  over  with  diamonds ; 
others  with  rubies,  emeralds,  and  pearls.  But  the  largest  throne 
is  erected  in  the  hall  of  the  first  court  of  the  palace ;  it  is,  in 
form,  like  one  of  our  field-beds,  six  feet  long  and  four  broad.  I 
counted  about  a  hundred  and  eight  pale  rubies  in  collets  about 
that  throne,  the  leaat  wher^f  weighed  a  hundred  carats ;  but  there 
are  some  that  weigh  two  hundred.  Emeralds  I  counted  about  a 
fiundred  and  fiMty^  that  weighed  some  threescora,  some  thirty 
carats. 

The  under  part  of  the  canopy  is  entirely  •  embroidered  with 
pearls  and  diamonds,  with  a  fringe  of  peans  round  the  edge. 
Upon  the  top  of  the  canopy,  which  is  made  like  an  arch  with  four 
panes,  stands,  a  peacock,  with  his  tail  spread,  eonsisting  entirely 
of  sapphires  and  other  prc^per  coloured  stones;  the  body  is  of 
beaten  gold,  enchased  with  numerous  jewels ;  and  a  wrest  ruby 
adorns  hii^  breast,  to  which  hangs  a  })earl  that  weighs  fifty  carats. 
On  each  side  of  the  peaeod^  stand  two  nosegays,  as  high  as  the 
Inrd,  consisting  of  various  sorts  of  flowers,  aJl  of  beaten  ffold 
enamelled.    When  the  king  seats  himself  upon  the  throne,  there' 
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is  a  transparent  jewel,  with  a  diamond  appendant,  of  eighty  or 
ninety  carats  weight,  encompassed  with  rubies  and  emeralds,  so 
suspended  that  it  is  always  in  his  eye.  The  twelve  pillars  also 
that  uphold  the  canopy  are  set  round  with  rows  of  fair  pearl  and 
of  an  excellent  water,  that  weigh  from  six  to  ten  carats  a-piece. 
At  the  distance  of  four  feet,  upon  each  side  of  the  throne,  are 

E laced  two  umbrellas,  the  handles  of  which  are  about  eight  feet 
igh,  covered  with  diamonds ;  the  umbrellas  themselves  being  of 
crimson  velvet,  embroidered  and  fringed  with  pearl.  This  is  the 
famous  throne  which  Timur  began  and  Shah  Johan  finished,  and 
is  really  reported  to  have  cost  a  hundred  and  sixty  millions  and 
five  hundred  thousand  livres  of  our  money.  Tavernier's  Indian 
Travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  331.  edit.  1713. 

THROWING  DUST  ON  ANY  ONE. 

3  Sam.  xvi.  13.  And  cast  dust^  When  the  consul,  whom 
Pococke  attended,  entered  Cairo,  ^'according  to  an  ancient  custom 
of  state,  a  man  went  before,  and  sprinkled  water  on  the  ground  to 
lay  the  dust**  (vol.  i.  p.  17.)  In  hot  and  dry  countries  this  prac- 
tice must  have  been  very  convenient.  If  it  was  used  in  Judea 
before  the  time  of  David,  it  will  explain  Shimei's  behaviour,  and 

?ive  it  great  energy.  He  threw  stones  and  dust  at  him,  who  pro- 
ably  had  been  honoured  by  having  the  ground  moistened,  that 
the  dust  might  not  rise  when  he  walked  out.  So  also  Acts  xxii. 
9S,  Char£n  has  made  an  observation,  which  places  this  matter 
in  a  difierent  point  of  view.  He  says  that  ^^  in  almost  all  the  East 
those  who  accuse  a  criminal,  or  demand  justice  against  him, 
throw  dust  upon  him ;  as  much  as  to  say,  he  deserves  to  be  put 
under  ground :  and  it  is  a  common  imprecation  of  the  Turks  and 
Persians — *  Be  covered  with  earth.' "  The  Jews  certainly  thought 
Paul  deserved  to  die ;  and  Shimei  might  design  to  declare,  by 
what  he  did,  that  David  was  unworthy  to  live,  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  109. 

TIMBRELS  AND  DANCES. 

ExoD.  XV.  ^0.  And  Miriam  the  prophetess,  the  sister  of 
Aaron,  took  a  timbrel  in  her  hand,  and  all  the  women  went  out 
after  her  with  timbrels  and  with  dances,}  Lady  M.  W.  Monta^ 
gue,  speaking  of  the  eastern  dances,  says,  "Their  manner  is 
certainly  the  same  that  Diana  is  said  to  have  danced  on  the  banks 
of  Eurotas.  The  great  lady  still  leads  the  dance,  and  is  followed 
by  a  troop  of  young  girls,  who  imitate  her  steps,  and,  if  she  sings, 
make  up  the  chorus.  The  tunes  are  extremely  gay  and  lively,  yet 
with  something  in  them  wonderfully  soft.  Their  steps  are  varied, 
according  to  the  pleasure  of  her  that  leads  the  dance,  but  always 
in  exact  time,  and  infinitely  more  agreeable  than  any  of  our 
dances."  (Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  45.)  This  gives  us  a  difierent  appre- 
hension of  the  meaning  of  these  words  than  we  should  otherwise 
form.  "  Miriam  the  prophetess,  the  sister  of  Aaron,  took  a  timbrel 
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in  her  hand^  and  all  the  women  went  out  after  her  with  timbrels 
and  with  dances."  She  led  the  dance,  and  they  imitated  her  steps, 
which  were  not  conducted  by  a  set  well  known  form,  but  extem- 
poraneous. Probably  David  did  not  dance  alone  before  the  Lord 
when  the  ark  was  removed,  but  led  the  dance  in  the  same  authori- 
tative kind  of  way.  2  Sam.  vi.  14,  Judges  xi.  34,  1  Sam.  xviii.  6. 
Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  114. 

ExoD.  XV.  20,  And  all  the  women  went  out  after  her  with 
timbrels  and  with  dancesJ]  Representations  similar  to  this  are. 
frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  ancient  vmters.  Hesiod  describes 
the  muses  as  dancing  round  the  altar  of  Jupiter. 

Thus  Theseus  led  the  ring  in  the  dance  to  the  sound  of  the  harp. 
(Callim.  Hy.  in  Del.  301.)  Plato  assures  us  that  the  gods,  and 
the  children  of  the  gods,  were  honoured  with  dancing.  (De  Leg. 
b.  vii.  p.  815.)  And  he  was  for  consecrating  songs  and  dances  to 
them ;  appointing  feasts  at  proper  seasons  of  the  year,  and  for 
ordering  by  authority  what  songs  were  proper  to  be  sung,  and 
what  dances  to  be  used,  at  the  sacrifices  which  were  offered  to 
them.  Lucian  also  informs  us,  that  the  Indians  adored  the  sun 
when  they  rose  in  the  morning,  not  as  the  Greeks  did,  by  kissing 
their  hand,  but  by  turning  to  the  east  and  dancing ;  and  thus 
appeased  their  deity  morning  and  evening.  (De  Saltat.  §  15,  16, 
17.)    Chandler's  Life  of  David,  vol.  ii.  p.  116. 

TIME  OF  MOURNING  FOR  THE  DEAD  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

John  xi.  19.  Many  of  the  Jews  came  to  Martha  and  Mary, 
to  comfort  them.^  "  The  general  time  of  mourning  for  deceased 
relations,  both  among  Jews  and  Gentiles,  was  seven  days.  During 
these  days  of  mourning  their  friends  and  neighbours  visited  them, 
in  order  that  by  their  presence  and  conversation  they  might  assist 
them  in  bearing  their  loss.  Many,  therefore,  in  tso  populous  a 
part  of  the  country,  must  have  been  going  to  and  coming  from  the 
sisters  while  the  days  of  their  mourning  for  Lazarus  lasted.  The 
concourse  too  would  be  the  greater  as  it  was  the  time  of  the  pass- 
over.  Besides,  a  vast  multitude  now  attended  Jesus  on  his  journey. 
This  great  miracle,  therefore,  must  have  had  many  witnesses.'* 
Macknight's  Harmony,  vol.  ii.  p.  529. 

John  xi.  19.  And  many  of  the  Jews  came  to  Martha  and 
Mary,  to  comfort  them  concerning  their  brother.']  This  was  the 
common  practice  of  the  Jews  after  a  funeral ;  but  they  did  not 
allow  of  it  before.  The  first  office  of  this  kind  was  done  when 
they  returned  from  the  grave :  the  mourners  stood  in  their  place 
in  a  row,  and  all  the  people  passed  by :  every  man  as  he  came  to 
the  mourner  comforted  him  and  passed  on.  Besides  these  conso- 
lations, there  were  others  administered  at  their  own  houses  during 
the  first  week :  and  it  was  on  the  third  day  more  particularly  that 
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these  consolatory  visits  were  paid.     It  was  resckoned  an  act  of 
great  piety  wd  mercy  to  comfort  mourners.     Gii^l,  in  loc» 

TITHING  OF  SHEEP  AMOKO  THE  JEWS. 

Lev.  xxvii.  32.  Whatsoever  passeth  under  the  rod,']  This  ex- 
presses the  maimer  of  the  tithing^  which  according  to  the  Jews 
was  thus  performed.  The  cattle  were  all  brought  into  a  sheep- 
cote^  in  which  there  was  but  one  gate^  and  that  so  narrow  as  to 
sufier  only  one  to  come  out  at  a  time.  The  dams  being  placed 
without^  and  the  gate  opened,  the  young  ones  were  invited  by 
their  bleating  to  press  out  to  them.  As  they  passed  by,  one  by 
one,  a  man  who  stood  at  the  gate  with  a  rod  coloured  with  ochre, 
told  them  in  order ;  and  when  the  tenth  came  out,  whether  it 
were  male  or  female,  sound  or  not,  he  marked  it  with  his  rod,  and 
said.  Let  this  be  holy  in  the  name  of  the  tenth.  Bochart  thinks 
that  Moses  does  not  here  speak  of  the  rod  of  the  tithes,  but  of 
the  shepherd's  crook ;  for  the  flock  passed  under  his  rod  as  often 
as  he  numbered  them,  which  was  particularly  done  every  evening. 
Patrick,  in  loc. 

TITHING  THE  PEOPLE. 

Judges  xx.  10.  And  we  will  take  ten  men  of  a  hundred 
throughout  all  the  tribes  oflsraeL"]  This  appointment  was  not  so 
much  designed  to  collect  food  as  to  dress  it,  and  to  serve  it  up. 
In  the  present  Barbary  camps,  which  march  about  their  territories 
every  year,  twenty  men  are  appointed  to  each  tent ;  two  of  them 
oflicers  of  different  ranks,  sixteen  common  soldiers,  one  a  cook, 
and  another  a  steward  who  looks  alber  the  provisions.  (Pitts's 
Travels,  p.  28.)  Among  the  Greeks,  according  to  Homer  (II.  ii. 
126),  they  seem  to  have  divided  their  troops  into  companies  often 
each,  one  of  whom  waited  on  the  rest  when  they  took  their  repast, 
under  the  name  of  the  oivoxoog^  which  is  usually  translated  cwp- 
bearer.  But  perhaps  the  person  that  was  so  cnaracterized  not 
only  gave  them  their  wine  when  they  took  their  repasts,  but  had 
the  care  of  their  provisions,  set  out  their  tables,  and  had  the  prin- 
cipal share  in  cooking  their  food.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  234. 

TONGUE  AND  THE  SWQ^RD  GOAfPAIiEQf 

PsALK  hnik  4.  And  their  tongue  a  sharp  su>Qrd.'}  There  w^uik 
a  sort  of  swords  called  lAnguke^  because  in  the  shiq^  of  a  tongue. 
A.  Gell.  Noct.  Attic.  1.  x.  c.  26. 

Jer.  ix.  8.  Their  tongue  is  as  cm  arrow  shot  out,]  Arrows 
were  fiarmerly  much  used  by  different  nations  for  various  purposes* 
In  war,  they  were  a  very  destructive  weapon,  especially  when  they 
were  p(»soned,  according  to  the  custom  of  some  people.  In  the 
chase  also  diey  w^e  elleetual  in  overcoming  wild  beasts,  and 
killing  such  animals  as  they  were  aimed  at  Since  the  invention 
of  other  methods  of  assault  they  have  been  less  used,  and  cer- 
tainly but  little  known,  as  they  have  be^i  in  a  measure  laid  aside; 
but  while  it  was  so  common  to  employ  them  in>the  iiekl  and  the 
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forest,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  metaphors  should  be  found, 
alluding  to  their  nature  and  effects^  We.  accordingly  find  the 
bittet  words  of  the  wicked  are  called  their  arrows  (PsmIui  Ixiv.  3), 
and  that  ^^  their  teeth  are  spears  and  arrows  "  (Psalm  Ivii.  4) ;  and 
^iso,  that  ^^  a  man  that  beareth  false  witness  against  his  neighbour- 
is  a  sharp  arrow."  (Prov.  xxy.  18.)  But  it  appears  dso  that 
there  is  a  literal  meaning  in  these  comparisons,  ^ich  suppose  a 
connexion  between  the  mouth  and  the  arrow.  The  circumstance 
related  by  Mr.  Mungo  Park,  in  the  following  extract,  mi^t 

Eossibly  have  its  parallel  in  the  conduct  of  the  ancients ;  and  if  it 
ad,  clearly  accounts  for  such  figures  as  have  been  referred  to: 
"  Each  of  the  negroes  took  firom  his  quiver  a  handful  of  arrows, 
and  putting  two  between  his  teeth,  and  one  in  his  bow,  waved  to 
us  with  his  hand  to  keep  at  a  distuice.    Travels  in  Africa,  p.  99. 

TORRENTS  IN  AN  EASTERN  DESERT  USED  AS  A  SIMILITUDE. 

Psalm  cxxvi.  4.  Turn  cigain  our  captivity,  O  Lord,  as  ike 
streams  in  the  south,']  **  This  image  is  taken  firom  ihe  torrents 
in  the  deserts  to  the  south  of  Judea ;  in  Idumea,  Arabia  Petraea, 
&c.  a  mountainous  country.  These  torrents  were  constantly  dried 
up  in  the  summer  (see  Job  vi.  17,  18),  and  as  constantly  returned 
after  the  rainy  season,  and  filled  again  their  deserted  channels. 
The  point  of  the  comparison  seems  to  be  the  return  and  renewal 
of  these  (not  rivers,  but)  torrents,  which  yearly  leave  their  beds 
dry,  but  fill  them  again ;  as  the  Jews  had  left  dieir  country  deso- 
late, but  now  flowed  again  into  it.*'     Bp.  Horne's  Commentary. 

TOUCHING  A  DEAD  BODY  RENDERED  A  JEW  UNCLEAN. 

Numb.  xix.  11.  ,He  that  toucheth  the  dead  body  of  any  man 
shall  be  unclean  seven  days."]  We  meet  with  a  remarkable  account 
of  the  notions  of  certain  modem  heathens  concerning  pollution  by 
the  dead,  and  of  their  ceremonies  respecting  it,  in  Captain  Cook's 
Third  Voyage,  vol.  i.  p.  306.  Speaking  of  a  walk  he  took  in 
Toqgataboo,  one  of  the  Friendly  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  he 
says,  "In  this  walk  we  met  with  about  half  a  dozen  women  in  one 
place  at  supper.  Two  of  Ihe  company,  I  observed,  being  fed  by 
the  others,  on  our  asking  the  reason,  they  said,  taboo  mattee.  On 
further  enquiry  we  found,  that  one  of  them  had,  two  months  before, 
wariied  the  deiebd  corpse  of  a  chiei^  and  that  on  this  aoeount^  she 
was  not  to  handle  any  food  for  five  months*  The  other  had  per** 
formed  the  same  office  to  the  corpse  of  asiother  person  of  inferior 
rank,  and  was  now  under  the  same  restriction,  but  not  for  so  long 
a  time.  *  At  another  place,  hard  by,  we  saw  another  woman  fed, 
and  we  learnt  that  she  had  assisted  in  washing  the  coxf«e  of  the 
above-mentionied  chief." 

"  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  the  interdicted  pc»rson  washes 
herself  in  one  of  their  baths,  whieh  ace  dirty  bolea,  for  the  most 
ipartof  brackish  water  (compare  Numb.  six.  19),  she  tfaen^  waits 
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upon  the  king,  and,  after  making  her  obeisance  in  the  usual  way, 
lays  hold  of  his  foot,  and  applies  it  to  her  breast,  shoulders,  and 
other  parts  of  her  body.  He  then  embraces  her  upon  each  shoulder, 
after  which  she  retires,  purified  from  her  uncleanness.*'  Vol.  i. 
p.  410. 

TRADE  BY  BARTER  AMONG  THE  ORIENTALS. 

Job  ii.  4.  Skin /or  skin,  yea,  all  that  a  man  hath,  will  he  give 
for  his  life.'\  Before  the  invention  of  money,  trade  used  to  be 
carried  on  by  barter ;  that  is,  by  exchanging  one  commodity  for 
another.  The  men  who  had  been  hunting  in  the  woods  for  wild 
beasts  would  carry  their  skins  to  market,  and  exchange  them  with 
the  armourer  for  so  many  bows  and  arrows.  As  these  traffickers 
were  liable  to  be  robbed,  they  sometimes  agreed  to  give  a  party  of 
men  a  share  for  defending  them,  and  skins  were  a  very  ancient 
tribute :  with  them  they  redeemed  their  own  shares  of  property 
and  their  lives.  It  is  to  one  or  both  of  these  customs  that  these 
words  allude,  as  a  proverb.     Biblical  Researches,  vol.  ii.  p.  88. 

TRANSFERRING  OF  GUILT. 

ExOD.  XX.  5.  Visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation.']  This  part  of  the 
divine  law  is  doubtless  founded  in  wisdom  and  equity,  though  to 
many  persons  it  may  have  appeared  harsh  and  severe.  The  prin- 
ciple of  it  has  however  been  extended  by  some  modem  legislators. 
Tnevenot  (part  ii.  p.  161)  says,  that  the  punishment  of  the  third 
and  fourth  generation  does  not  always  satisfy  the  king  of  Persia. 
'*  All  the  pearls  that  weigh  half  a  medical  or  more,  that  are  fished 
up  at  Bahreim,  belong  to  the  king ;  who,  nevertheless,  makes  a 
liberal  present  to  the  fisherman  who  brings  him  such :  but  also,  if 
any  of  them  fail  to  do  it,  and  sell  such  a  pearl  out  of  his  dominions, 
were  it  even  at  the  world's  end,  the  king  is  soon  acquainted  with 
it,  and  to  be  revenged,  he  puts  to  death  the  whole  &mily  and  all 
the  kindred  of  the  fisherman,  even  to  the  seventh  generation,  both 
males  and  females.  Menu  has  also  incorporated  this  principle  in 
his  laws/'     See  Sir  W.  Jones's  Works. 

TRAVELLERS  IN  THE  EAST  HAD  THEIR  LOINS  GIRT  ABOUT. 

Luke  xii.  35.  Let  your  loins  be  girded  about.']  They  who 
travel  on  foot  are  obliged  to  fasten  their  garments  at  a  greater 
height  from  their  feet  than  they  do  at  other  times.  This  is  what 
is  understood  by  girding  up  their  loins.  Chardin  observes,  that 
"  all  persons  that  travel  on  foot  always  gather  up  their  vest,  by 
which  they  walk  more  commodiously,  having  the  leg  and  knee  un- 
burthened  and  disembarrassed  by  the  vest,  which  they  are  not 
when  that  hangs  over  them."  After  this  manner  he  supposes  the 
Israelites  were  prepared  for  their  going  out  of  Egypt,  when  they 
eat  the  first  passover.  (Exod.  xii.  11.)  Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  4d0« 
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TRAVELLING  IN  THE  EAST. 

Job  ix.  25.  *  Afy  days  are  swifter  than  a  postal  The  common 
pace  of  travelling  in  the  East  is  very  slow.  Camels  go  little  more 
than  two  miles  an  hour.  Those,  who  carried  messages  in  haste 
moved  very  differently.  Dromedaries, ,  a  sort  of  camel  which  is 
exceedingly  swift,  are  used  for  this  purpose ;  and  Lady  M.  W. 
Montague  asserts,  that  they  far  out  run  the  swiftest  horses. 
(Lett.  ii.  65.)  There  are  also  messengers  who  run  on  foot,  and 
who  sometimes  go  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours ;  with  what  energy  then  might  Job  say,  "  my  days  are 
swift;er  than  a  post"  Instead  of  passing  away  with  a  slowness  of 
motion  like  that  of  a  caravan,  my  days  of  prosperity  have  disap- 
peared with  a  swiftness  like  that  of  a  messenger  carrying  dispatches. 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  438. 

TREACHERY  DETESTABLE. 

pROV.  xxvii.  6.  The  kisses  of  an  enemy  are  deceitfuL"}  It  was 
not  customary  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  to  give  the  kiss  of 
adoration  to  their  idols;  but  at  Agrigentum  in  Sicily,  where  it 
seems  the  worship  of  the  Tyrian  Hercules  was  introduced  by  the 
Phenicians,  who,  it  is  well  known,  settled  many  considerable  colo- 
nies in  that  island,  we  meet  with  a  brazen  image  of  Hercules, 
whose  mouth  and  chin  were  worn  by  the  kisses  of  his  worshippers. 
The  kiss  of  adoration  is  still  practised  by  the  Siamese  pagans,  for 
in  their  public  worship,  "  after  the  priest's  benediction,  every  one 
goes  to  an  image,  and  kisses  or  bows  to  it,  and  then  marches  off  in 
good  order."     Complete  Syst.  of  Geog.  vol.  ii.  p.  288. 

TREADING  ON  THE  NECK  OF  A  VANQUISHED  FOE. 

Gen.  xlix.  8.  Thy  hand  sh^ll  he  in  the  neck  of  thine  enemies^] 
This  expression  denotes  triumph  over  an  enemy,  and  that  Judali 
should  subdue  his  adversaries.  This  was  ftilfiUed  in  the  person 
of  David,  and  acknowledged  by  him.  ^^  Thou  hast  also  given  me 
the  necks  of  mine  enemies,  that  I  might  destroy  them  that  hate 
me."  Psalm  xviii.  43.  Treading  on  the  neck  of  a  vanquished  foe 
has  been  a  very  common  practice.  Amongst  the  Franks  it  was 
usual  to  put  the  arm  round  the  neck  as  a  mark  of  superiority  on 
the  part  of  him  that  did  it.  When  Chrodin,  declining  the  oiHce  * 
of  mayor  of  the  palace,  chose  a  young  nobleman,  named  Gogen, 
to  fill  that  place,  he  immediately  took  the  arm  of  that  young  man, 
and  put  it  round  his  own  neck,  as  a  mark  of  his  dependence  on 
him,  and  that  he  acknowledged  him  for  his  general  and  chief." 

"  When  a  debtor  became  insolvent,  he  gave  himself  up  to  his 
creditor  as  his  slave,  till  he  had  paid  all  his  debt :  and  to  confirm 
his  engagement,  he  took  the  arm  of  his  patron,  and  put  it  round 
his  own  neck.  This  ceremony  invested,  as  it  were,  his  creditor  in 
his  person."  Stockdale's  Manners  of  the  Ancient  Nations,  vol.  i. 
p.  356.  See  Gen.  xxvii.  40,  Deut.  x;xviii.  48,  Isaiah  x.  27,  Jer. 
'  xxvii.  8,  Joshua  x.  24,  Lam.  v.  5. 
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TREASON  A  CAPITAL  OFFENCE  IN  THE  EAST. 

I  Kings  ii.  23.  And  kinff  Solomon  sware  by  the  Lord,  sayinff, 
God  do  so  to  me,  and  more  abOy  if  Adonijah  have  not  spohen  this 
word  against  his  own  life.'\  Solomon  considered  it  as  a  treasonable 
request,  that  Adonijah  should  desire  to  have  David's  wife.  For, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  Hebrews,  no  man  who  had  been 
the  servant  of  the  king  might  serve  any  other  master ;  nor  might 
any  man  ride  upon  the  king's  horse,  nor  sit  upon  his  throne,  nor 
use  his  sceptre ;  much  less  might  any  private  person  marry  the 
king's  widow,  who  belonged  only  to  his  successor.  Thus  God 
ga^ft  David  all  the  wives  of  Saul.  2  Sam.  xii.  8.  See  Selden  de 
Uxor.  Heb.  lib.  i.  cap.  10. 

TREASURES  OF  DARKNESS  EXPLAINED. 

Isaiah  xlv.  3.  Treasures  of  darkness."]  Treasures  were  fre- 
quently hid  in  the  East  when  diey  were  apprehensive  of  any  dan- 
ger. Sorcery  was  considered  as  the  most  effectual  method  of  dis- 
covering them.  But  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  persons  of  this 
description  had  any  other  knowledge  than  what  they  derived  from 
inquiry  and  examination,  however  for  interested  purposes  they 
might  pretend  the  contrary.  God  opposed  his  prophets  to  such 
pretenaers  as  these,  that  by  really  communicating  to  them  the 
knowledge  of  hidden  riches,  he  might  make  it  manifest  that  he  was 
the  God  of  Israel.     Harmer,  vol,  ii.  p.  282. 

•   treasures  hid  in  the  SAND. 

DeuT.  xxxiii.  19.  And  of  treasures  hid  in  the  sand.']  Scheuch- 
zer,  in  his  Physica  Sacra,  on  the  place,  refers  this  to  the  river 
Belus,  which  ran  through  the  tribe  of  Zabulon,  and  which,  accord- 
ing to  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Tacitus,  was  remarkable  for  furnishing 
the  sand  of  which  diey  anciently  made  glass.  But  it  seems  much 
more  natural  to  explain  the  ^^  treasures  hid  in  the  sand,"  of  those 
highly  valuable  murices  and  purpuras,  or  purple  fish,  which  were 
found  on  the  sea-coast  near  the  country  of  Zabulon  and  Iss^char^ 
and  ot  which  those  tribes  partook  in  common  with  their  heathen 
neighbours  of  Tyre,  who  rendered  the  curious  dyes  made  from 
those  sheli-fish  so  &mous  among  the  Romans,  by  the  names  of 
Sarranum  Ostrum,  Tyrii  Colores.  See  Goguet,  Origin  of  Laws^ 
part  ii.  b.  2,  ch.  S,  art  i.  vol.  ii.  p.  95,  Edinburgh. 

Jer.  xli.  8.  But  ten  men  were  found  among  them,  that  said 
unto  Ishmael,  slay  us  not,  for  we  have  treasures  in  the  field,  of 
wheats  and  of  barley,  of  oil,  and  of  honey.]  Shaw  tells  us  (Trav, 
p.  189),  that  in  Barbary,  when  the  grain  is  winnowed,  they  lodge 
it  in  mattamores,  or  subterraneous  repositories;  two  or  three 
hundred  of  which  are  soitietimes  together,  the  smallest  holding 
four  hundred  bushels.  These  are  very  common  in  other  parts  of 
the  East>  and  are  mentioned  by  Rij^sell  (p.  20)  as  being  in  great 
numbers  about  Aleppo,  which  makes  travelling  in  the  night  there 
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very  dangerous,  the  entry  into  them  being  often  left  open  when 
they  are  empty.     Harm£R>  vol.  ii.  p.  452. 

TREASURY  OF  THE  JEWISH  TEMPLE. 

John  viii.  SO.  These  words  spake  Jesus  in  the  treasury,']  In 
the  court  of  the  women  in  the  temple  there  was  placed  one  chest, 
or  more ;  the  Jews  say  eleven,  for  receiving  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions of  the  people  towards  defraying*1:he  charges  of  public  wor- 
ship ;  such  as  providing  the  public  sacrifices,  wood  for  the  altar, 
salt,  and  other  necessaries.  That  part  of  the  area  where  these 
chests  were  placed  was  the  ya^o^vXaicfov,  or  treasury.  Mark  xii. 
41.  Perhaps  the  whole  court,  or  at  least  the  piazza  on  one  side, 
with  the  chambers  over  it,  in  which  the  sacred  stores  were  kept, 
was  from  hence  called  by  the  same  name.  Jennings's  Jewish  Ant. 
vol.  ii.  p.  43. 

TREATMENT  OF  CRIMINALS  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

2  Sam.  iii.  34.  Thy  hands  were  not  bound,  nor  thy  feet  put 
into  fetters,]  The  feet  as  well  as  the  hands  of  criminals  were 
usually  secured,  when  they  were  brought  out  to  be  punished. 
Thus  when  Irwin  was  in  Upper  Eg3rpt,  where  he  was  ill  used  by 
some  Arabs,  one  of  whom  was  afterwards  punished  for  it,  he  tells 
us  (Trav.  p.  271,  note),  "the  prisoner  is  placed  upright  on  the 
ground,  with  his  hands  and  feet  bound  together,  while  the  execu- 
tioner stands  before  him,  and  with  a  short  stick  strikes  him  with  a 
smart  motion  on  the  outside  of  his  knees.  The  pain  which  arises 
from  these  strokes  is  exquisitely  severe,  and  which  no  constitution 
can  suxq>ort  for  any  ccmtinuance."     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  ^5. 

TREES  valuable  IN  THE  EAST. 

Joel  i.  19.  The  flame  hath  burnt  all  the  trees  of  the  fleldJ] 
There  are  doubtless  difierent  methods  for  felling  timber,  practised 
by  various  nations.  In  more  rude  and  imcivilized  times,  and  even 
still  among  the  people  of  that  description,  we  may  expect  to  find 
the  most  simple,  and  perhaps,  as  they  may  appear  to  us,  inconve- 
nient contrivances  adopted.  Prior  to  the  invention  of  suitable 
implements,  such  means  as  would  any  way  efiect  this  purpose 
would  certainly  be  resorted  to.  W6  must  not  be  surprised  then  to 
find  that  formerly,  and  in  the  present  day,  trees  were  felled  by  the 
operation  of  fire.  Thus  Niebuhr  says,  "  we  cannot  help  condemn- 
inff  the  unskilfiil  expedient  which  these  highlanders  employ  for 
felling  trees  :  they  SjBt  fire  to  the  root,  and  keep  it  burning  till  the 
tree  falls  of  itself."  (Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  300.)  Mr.  Bruce  mentions 
whole  forests,  whose  underwood  and  vegetation  is  thus  cotisumed. 
Possibly  this  custom  may  be  alluded  to  in  Zech.  xii.  6.  **  I  will 
make  the  governors  of  Judah  like  a  hearth  of  fire  among  the  wood, 
and  like  a  torch  of  fire  in  a  sheaf,  and  they  shall  devour  all  the 
people  round  about."  Such  fires  may  be  kindled  either  from  desim 
or  accident     In  such  instances,  as  obtaining  the  timber  is  the 
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object,  these  fires  are  purposely  lighted,  and  would  be  so  managed 
as  to  do  as  little  damage  as  possible,  though  some  injury  must 
certainly  result  from  this  method  of  felling  trees.  Strange  as  it 
may  seem,  we  learn  from  Turner's  Embassy  to  Tibet  (p.  13),  that 
there  "  the  only  method  of  felling  timber  in  practice,  I  was  in- 
formed, is  by  fire.  In  the  trees  marked  out  for  this  purpose, 
vegetation  is  destroyed  by  burning  their  trunks  half  through; 
being  left  in  that  state  to  dry,  in  the  ensuing  year  the  fire  is  again 
applied,-  and  fhey  are  burnt  till  they  fall."  An  allusion  to  some- 
thing of  this  kind  the  prophet  Joel  certainly  has  in  these  words. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  rather  to  a  general  undesigned  devastation  by 
fire,  than  to  any  contrivance  for  procuring  the  timber. 

2  Kings  iii.  25.  Felled  the  good  trees^  In  times  of  war  it  was 
formerly  very  common  for  one  party  to  injure  the  other  by  "  de- 
stroying their  valuable  trees."  Thus  the  Moabites  were  punished, 
and  thus  the  Arabs  of  the  Holy  Land  still  make  war  upon  each 
other,  burning  the  corn,  cutting  down  the  olive  trees,  &c.  Hassel- 
quist,  Trav.  p.  143. 

TRIBE  OF  EPHRAIM  GIVEN  TO  IDOLATRY. 

HosEA  viii.  11.  Ephraim  hath  made  many  altars  to  sin.']  The 
ancient  idolaters  were  not  satisfied  with  worshipping  one  deity,  o^ 
with  sacrificing  upon  a  single  altar,  but  greatly  multiplied  both. 
They  embraced  every  opportunity  of  adding  to  the  number  already 
received  and  established.  The  Romans  were  remarkable  for  the 
erection  of  altars  upon  any  sudden  benefit  received.  Tacitus  men- 
tions on6  consecrated  to  Adoption ;  and  another  to  Revenge. 
When  they  felt  an  earthquake,  they  betook  themselves  by  public 
command  to  religious  observances :  though  they  did  not,  as  on 
other  occasions,  name  the  god  to  whom  they  dedicated  such 
solemnities,  lest  by  mistaking  one  for  another  they  might  oblige 
the  people  to  a  false  worship.     A.  Gell.  1.  ii.  c.  28. 

TRIBE  OP  LEVI  FORBIDDEN  TO  BE  NUMBERED. 

Numb.  i.  49.  Thou  shalt  not  number  the  tribe  bf  Levi."]  From 
this  example  the  heathen  learned  to  exempt  all  those  who  minis- 
tered to  their  gods  from  all  other  services,  especially  from  war. 
Strabo  notes  (Geograph.  lib.  ix)  this  custom  to  have  been  as  old 
as  Homer's  time ;  wr  in  all  his  catalogue  there  is  no  mention  of 
any  ship  that  went  against  Troy  from  Alalcomenon,  because  that 
city  was  sacred  to  Minerva.  Caesar  (lib.  vi)  also  observes,  that 
the  ancient  Druids  were  exempt  from  war  and  from  tribute. 
troubled  fountain  and  corrupt  spring  explained. 

Prov.  XXV.  26.  A  righteous  man  falling  down  before  the  wicked 
is  as  a  troubled  fountain  and  a  corrupt  spring.]  One  method  of 
.  rendering  streams  of  water  unfit  for  use  to  an  enemy  was,  by  throw- 
ing filth  into  them.  This  was  sometimes  practised  (Gesta  Dei  per 
Francos,  p.  1031),  and  in  particular  it  was  done  by  the  people  at 
a  place  called  Bosseret.     Accident  has  also  sometimes  had  the 
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same  effect  'The  same  writer  mentions  a  large  quantity  pf  water 
collected  in  cisterns^  as  being  spoiled  by  locusts  perishing  in  it  A 
circumstance  of  this  kind  might  be  alluded  to  by  Solomon  in  these 
words.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  234, 

TWO-EDGED  SWORD  EXPLAINED, 

Rev.  i.  16.  Out  of  his  mouth  went  a  sharp  two-edged  swordJ] 
The  sword  is  sometimes  used  in  a  figurative  and  metaphorical 
sense  in  the  scriptures.  Thus  the  Psalmist  says^  speaking  of  his 
enemies,  "  that  swords  are  in  their  lips  (Psal.  lix.  7) ;  and  it  is  said 
of  our  Lord,  that  "  out  of  his  mouth  went  a  sharp  two-edged 
sword.  This  representation  appears  to  correspond  with  the  prac- 
tice of  some  people  with  respect  to  this  weapon.  Thevenot  has 
mentioned  an  incident  which  throws  considerable  light  upon  tliis 
point ;  he  says  (part  i.  p.  229),  "  The  galliot  being  out  a  cruising, 
met  with  a  Turkish  galliot,  and  having  laid  her  athwart  hauze, 
met  with  a  strong  resistance.  Th^  Turks  who  were  on  board  of 
her,  *  having  a  naked  sword  between  their  teeth,'  and  a  musket  in 
their  hands,  beat  off  their  adversaries."  How  this  naked  sword 
was  used  in  combat  does  not  appear,  but  if  this  ever  had  been  part 
of  a  military  custom,  the  figure  of  a  sword  issuing  fi-om  the  mouth 
seems  as  if  it  might  be  justified  by  matter  of  fact ;  and  this  expres- 
sion may  rank  among  those  which  occurrent  circumstances  may 
have  formed. 

TYRE  DENOUNCED. 

EzEK.  xxvi.  14.  Tyre  shall  be  as  the  top  of  a  rock^  a  place 
for  fishers  to  dry  their  nets  on,"]  This  city  standing  in  the  sea, 
upon  a  peninsula,  promises  at  a  distance  something  very  magni* 
ficent.  But  when  you  come  to  it,  you  find  no  similitude  of  that 
glory,  for  which  it  was  so  renowned  in  ancient  times,  and  which 
the  prophet  Ezekiel  describes^  ch.  xxvi.,  xxvii.,  xxviii.  On  the 
north  side  it  has  an  old  Turkish  ungarrisoned  castle;  besides 
which  you  see  nothing  here  but  a  mere  Babel  of  broken  walls, 

f)illars,  vaults,  &c.  there  being  not  so  much  as  one  entire  house 
eft.  Its  present  inhabitants  are  only  a  few  wretches,  harbouring 
themselves  in  the  vaults,  and  subsisting  themselves  chiefly  upon 
fishing,  who  seem  to  be  preserved  in  this  place  by  divine  provi- 
dence, as  a  visible  argument  how  God  has  fulfilled  his  word  con- 
cerning Tyre.     Maundrell,  Journey,  p.  48, 

EzEK.  xxviii.  14.  Thou  art  the  anointed  cherub  that  coverethJ] 
This  has  been  considered  as  a  very  obscure  epithet  to  apply  to  the 
prince  of  Tyre,  and  great  difficulties  have  occurred  in  explaining 
the  meaning  of  the  expression.  It  has  been  apprehiended  by  some 
critics  to  be  an  allusion  to  the  posture  of  the  cherubic  figures  that 
were  over  the  ark  (Exod.  xxv.  20),  and  by  others  to  signify  the 
protection  which  this  prince  afforded  to  different  neighbouring 
states.  But  the  first  of  these  interpretations  is  set  aside  by  con- 
sidering that  the  prophet  evidently  refers  to  a  living  cherub,  not 
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the  posture  of  the  image  of  one  made  of  gold,  or  of  aa  olive  tree. 
As  to  the  other  construction^  it  is  inadmissible^  because  it  does  not 
appear  from  the  prophecies  that  Tyre  was  remarkable  for  defend- 
ing its  neighbours,  but  rather  the  contrary,  (Ezekiel  xxvi.  2,  8.) 
Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  iii.  p.  333)  proposes  a  new,  and  probably  a  just 
elucidation  of  this  passage.  He  observes  that  takhidar  is  a  Per- 
sian word,  which  properly  signifies  a  precious  carpet,  which  is 
made  use  of  for  cohering  the  throne  of  the  kings  of  Persia :  and 
that  this  wprd^is  also  used  as  an  epithet  by  which  the  Per- 
sians describe  their  princes,  on  account  of  their  being  possessed  of 
this  throne.  The  prophet  Ezekiel  may  with  the  same  view  give 
this  appellation  to  the  prince  of  Tyre.  Such  an  application  of  it 
is  certainly  no  more  than  strictly  reconcileable  to  the  eastern  taste. 
This  explanation  also  answers  to  the  rest  of  the  imagery  used  in 
this  passage. 

VAIN  OBLATIONS. 

2  Chron.  xxviii.  23.  For  he  sacrificed  unto  the  gods  of  Damas- 
cus,  which  smote  Atw.]  However  stupid  it  was  to  imagine  that 
they  had  any  power  over  him,  who  could  not  defend  themselves 
from  Tiglath-r  ileser,  yet  being  of  opinion  that  they  were  gods,  he 
endeavoured  by  sacrifices  to  appease  them,  that  they  might  do  him 
no  further  hurt.  Thus  the  ancient  Romans  by  sacrifices  entreated 
the  gods  of  their  enemies  to  come  over  to  them,  and  to  be  their 
friends.     See  Jackson's  Original  of  Unbelief,  cap.  17. 

vain  repetitions  are  to  be  avoided. 

Matt.  vi.  7.  Fain  repetitions^]  As  prayer  is  unquestionably 
one  of  the  principal  means  by  which  our  dependence  upon  God  is 
expressed,  and  our  homage  is  avowed,  it  cannot  be  conducted 
with  too  much  seriousness  and  reverence.  The  Jews  had  very 
much  lost  the  spirit  of  this  devout  exercise,  and  had  suffered  them- 
selves in  some  instances  to  be  influenced  by  heathen  practices : 
one  of  these  our  Lord  in  particular  prohibits,  that  of  using  vain 
repetitions,  fin  |3arroXo7?j<Tijrc.  This  word  is  derived  from 
Barroc,  a  stutterer,  properly  one  who  cannot  speak  plain,  but 
begins  a  syllable  several  times  before  he  call  finish  it,  and  \oyog, 
speech.  From  hence  is  derived  the  name  of  Battus,  a  silly  tauto- 
logical poet,  mentioned  by  Suidas,  to  whom  Ovid  is  thought  to 
allude  in  the  answer  of  that  babbling  Battus  to  Mercury : 

: —  sub  illis 

M ontibus,  inquit,  erunt,  et  erant  sub  montibus  illis. 

Metam.  lib.  ii.  1. 703. 

they  should 

Be  near  those  hills,  anji  near  those  hills  they  were. 

Hammond  says,  that  though  Christ  spake  not  Greek  in  this  ser- 
mon, and  therefore  did  not  himself  refer  to  the  name  and  style  of 
Battus,  the  evangelist,  or  his  translator,  rendered  his  Syriac  ex- 
pression by  the  proverbial  Greek  word. 

The  practice  of  the  heathen  may  be  understoojl  fi*om  their  writ- 
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ings.  j^schylus  has  near  an  hundred  verses  at  a  time  made  of 
nothing  but  tautologies.  The  idolatrous  worshippers  of  Baal 
*'  called  on  the  name  of  Baal  from  morning  even  imto  noon,  say- 
ing, O  Baal,  hear  us.**  (1  Kings  xviii.  26.)  Thus  also  the  devotees 
of  Diana,  ^^  all  with  one  voice  about  tha  space  of  two  hours  cried 
out,  Crreat  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians."    (Acts  xix.  34.) 

In  imitation  of  such  examples  the  rabbins  had  laid  down  these 
maxims  : — Every  one  that  multiplies  prayer  shall  be  heard. — The 
prayer  which  is  long  shall  not  return  empty.  Acting  therefore 
upon  these  principles,  there  was  certainly  much  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended of  immeaning  prolixity  and  insincere  repetitions.  Christ 
saw  that  it  was  necessary  both  to  condemn  this  conduct  in  others, 
and  to  warn  his  disciples  against  practices  so  pernicious  to  true 
religion. 

VALLEYS  IN  CANAAN  GENERALLY  DARK. 

PsALM  XXXV.  6.  Let  their  way  he  dark  and  slippery,']  This 
is  an  allusion  to  some  of  the  valleys  in  the  land  of  Palestine,  which 
were  dark,  and  the  roads  in  them  very  smooth  and  slippery. 
Maundreirs  Travels,  p.  7. 

VALUE  OF  DOMESTIC  PEACE  AND  CONCORD. 

*  Prov.  xxi.  9.  It  is  better  to  dwell  in  a  corner  of  the  house- 
top,  than  with  a  brawling  woman  in  a  wide  house."]  During  the 
summer  season  it  was  usual  to  sleep  on  the  tops  of  the  houses, 
which  were  flat,  and  properly  guarded  by  a  parapet  wall ;  for  this 
piurpose  they  were  accommodated  with  little  arbours  and  wicker 
worx  closets,  which,  however  agreeable  in  the  dry  part  of  the  year, 
would  prove  much  otherwise  when  it  rained,  as  it  would  expose 
them  to  a  continual  dropping.  To  be  limited  to  such  a  place,  and 
to  have  no  other  apartment  to  live  in,  must  be  very  inconvenient. 
To  such  circumstances  it  is,  probably,  that  Solomon  alludes,  when 
he  says,  "  it  is  better  to  dwell  in  a  corner  of  the  housetop,  than 
with  a  brawling  woman  in  a  wide  house."  The  allusion  is  ren- 
dered more  perfect  and  striking  by  connecting  with  this  passage 
the  continual  dropping  mentioned,  Prov.  xix.  13,  and  xxvii.  15. 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  172. 

VALUE  OF  WATER  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Numb.  xx.  19.  If  I  and  my  cattle  drink  of  thy  water,  then 
will  I  pay  for  it.]  The  value  of  water  in  the  East  is  much  greater 
than  is  commonly  understood.  Its  scarcity  in  many  instances 
tenders  a  well  an  important  possession :  it  is  not  then  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  contention  should  arise  on  the  probability  of  losing 
it.  Gen.  xxvi.  30.  Major  Rooke  relates  a  circumstance  of  this 
kind,  which  cost  several  their  lives,  to  such  an  extremity  was  the 
matter  carried.  He  says,  "  one  mominff  when  we  had  beep  driven 
by  stress  of  weather  into  a  small  bay,  called  Birk  Bay,  the  country 
around  it  being  inhabited  by  the  Budoos  (Bedoweens),  the  noque- 
dah  sent  his  people  on  shore  to  get  water,  for  which  it  is  always 
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customary  to  pay ;  the  Budoos  were^  ad  the  people  thougl^t^  rather 
too  exorbitant  in  their  demands,  and  not  choosii^  to  comply  with 
them,  returned  to  make  their  report  to  &eir  master :  on  hearing 
it,  rage  immediately  seized  him,  and,  determined  to  have  the  water 
on  his  own  terms,  or  perish  in  the  attempt,  he  buckled  on  his 
armour,  and,  attended  by  his  myrmidons,  carrying  their  match- 
lock guns  and  lances,  being  twenty  in  number,  they  rowed  to  the 
land.  My  Arabian  servant,  who  went  on  shore  with  the  first 
party,  and  saw  that  the  Budoos  were  disposed  for  fighting,  told 
me  that  I  should  certainly  see  a  batde.  After  a  parley  of  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  with  which  the  Budoos  amused  them  till  near 
an  hundred  were  assembled,  they  proceeded  to  the  attack,  and 
routed  the  sailors,  who  made  a  precipitate  retreat,  the  noquedah 
and  two  others  having  fallen  in  the  action,  and  several  being 
wounded,"  (Travels,  p.  63.)  Hence  we  discover  the  conformity 
of  the  ancient  and  modem  custom  of  buying  the  water,  and  the 
serious  consequences  that  have  ensued  from  disputes  respecting  it. 
This  narration  also  gives  energy  to  the  complaint  in  Lam.  v.  4. 
"  We  have  drank  our  own  water  for  money." 

1  Sam.  XXV.  11.  Shall  I  then  take  my  bread,  and  my  water, 
and  my  flesh  thai  I  have  killed  for  my  shearers,  and  give  unto 
men  whom  I  know  not  whence  they  are  ?\  Water  is  considered  as 
an  important  part  of  the  provision  made  for  a  repast,  and  is  sent 
as  sucn  to  shearers  and  reapers  in  particular.  The  words  of  Nabal 
in  reply  to  David's  messengers  are  not  in  the  least  surprising.  The 
following  passage  fi-om  Mr.  Drummond's  Travels,  p.  216,  affords 
proof  of  their  propriety.  "The  men  and  women  were  then  em- 
ployed in  reaping,  and  this  operation,  they  perform  by  cutting  off 
the  ears,  and  pulling  up  the  stubble ;  which  method  has  been 
always  followed  in  the  East :  other  females  were  busy  in  carrying 
water  to  the  reapers,  so  that  none  but  infants  were  unemployed.*' 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  372. 

VENOMOUS  SERPiNTS  IN  THE  EAST. 

Amos  V.  19.  As  if  he  leaned  his  hand  on  the  wall,  and  a  ser- 
pent hit  him.']  Serpents  sometimes  concealed  themselves  in  the 
holes  and  chinks  of  the  walls  of  the  eastern  houses.  This  is  con- 
firmed bv  a  remarkable  story  related  by  D'Herbelot — ^Amaded- 
dulat,  who  reigned  in  Persia  in  the  tenth  century,  foimd  himself 
reduced  to  great  difficulties,  arising  fi-om  want  of  attention  to  his 
treasury.  Walking  one  day  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  his  palace, 
which  had  been  before  that  time  the  residence  of  Jacout,  his  anta- 
gonist, he  perceived  a  serpent,  which  put  its  head  out  of  a  chink 
of  the  wall ;  he  immediately  ordered  that  the  place  should  be 
searched  and  the  serpent  killed.  In  opening  the  wall  there,  they 
found  a  secret  place,  in  which  they  could  not  discover  the  serpent, 
but  a  treasure,  which  was  lodged  in  several  coffers,  in  which 
Jacout  had  deposited  his  most  precious  effects.  Harmer,  vol.  iii, 
p.  91. 
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VESSELS  OF  STON&. 

ExoD.  vii.  19.  Vessels  of  stone.]  The  water  of  the  Nile  is 
very  thick  and  muddy,  and  it  is  purified  either  by  a  paste  made  of 
almonds,  or  by  filtrating  it  through  pots  of  white  earth ;  the  pos- 
session of  one  of  these  pots  is  thought  a  great  happiness.  Thevenot 
(part  i.  p.  ^45.)  May  not  the  meaning  of  this  passage  be,  that 
the  water  of  the  Nile  should  not  only  look  red  and  nauseous  like 
blood  in  the  river,  but  in  their  vessels  too  when  taken  up  in  small 
quantities,  and  that  no  method  whatever  of  purifying  it  should  bn 
efiectual  ?     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^8. 

VIALS  USED  IN  THE  TEMPLE  SERVICE. 

Rev.  v.  8.  Golden  vials  full  of  odours^  Vials  were  of  com- 
mon use  in  the  temple  service,  they  were  not  like  those  small  bot- 
tles which  we  now  call  by  that  name,  but  were  like  cups  on  a  plate^ 
in  allusion  to  the  censers  of  gold,  in  which  the  priests  offered 
incense  in  the  temple.  These  censers  were  a  sort  of  cups,  which, 
because  of  the  heat  of  the  fire  burning  the  incense,  were  often  put 
upon  a  plate  or  saucer.  The  common  custom  of  drinking  tea  and 
other  hot  liquor  out  of  a  cup  and  saucer  will  show  the  form  of 
these  censers.     Lowman,  in  foe. 

VINE  OF  SOREK  explained. 

Isaiah  v.  %  And  planted  it  with  the  choicest  vine,]  '^  And  he 
planted  it  with  the  vine  of  Sorek,"  Lowth.  The  vine  of  Sorek 
was  known  to  the  Israelites,  being  mentioned  Gen.  xlix.  11. 
There  is  something  remarkable  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  there 
spoken  of  :  "  binding  his  foal  unto  the  vine,  and  his  ass's  colt 
unto  the  choice  vine."  Chardin  says,  that  at  Casbin,  a  city  in 
Persia,  they  turned  their  cattle  into  the  vineyards  after  the  vint- 
age, to  browse  on  the  vines.  He  speaks  also  of  vines  in  that 
country  so  large,  that  he  could  hardly  compass  the  trunks  of  them 
with  his  arms.  (Voyages,  tom.  iii.  p.  12.)  This  shows  that  the 
ass  might  be  securely  bound  to  the  vine ;  and  without  danger  of 
damaging  the  tree  by  browsing  on  it.     Lowth,  in  loc. 

VINEGAR  FORMERLY  GIVEN  TO  QUENCH  THIRST. 

PsALM  Ixix.  21.  In  my  thirst  they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink.! 
The  refi'eshing  quality  of  vinegar  cannot  be  doubted;  but  a  royal 
personage  had  reason  to  complain  of  his  treatment  in  having  this 
only  presented  to  him  to  quench  his  thirst,  when  it  was  only  made 
use  of  by  the  meanest  people.  Pitts  (p.  6)  tells  us,  that  the  food 
that  he  and  the  rest  had  when  first  taken  by  the  Algerines  was 
generally  only  five  or  six  spoonfiils  of  vinegar,  half  a  spoonfiil  of 
oil,  a  few  olives,  with  a  small  quantity  of  black  biscuit,  and  a  pint 
of  water,  a  day.  The  juice  of  lemons  is  what  those  of  higher  life 
now  use,  and  probably  among  the  higher  orders  the  juice  of  pome- 
granates might  be  used,  to  produce  a  gratefiil  acidity.  Harmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  395. 
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John  xix.  29.  Vessel  full  of  vinegar.']  It  is  well  known  that 
vinegar  and  water  (which  mixture  was  called  posca)  was  the  con- 
stant drink  of  the  Roman  soldiers  ;  perhaps  therefore  this  vinegar 
was  set  here  for  their  use,  or  for  that  of  the  cruciiGied  persons, 
whose  torture  would  naturally  make  them  thirsty. 

Matt,  xxvii.  34.  They  gave  him  vinegar  to  drink  mingled 
with  gaU,']  Medicated  wme,  to  deaden  the  sense  of  pain,  was 
given  to  the  Jewish  criminals  when  about  to  be  put  to  death ;  but 
they  gave  our  Lord  vinegar ,  and  that  in  mockery,  as  they  did  other 
things,  of  his  claim  to  royalty.  But  the  force  of  this  does  not 
appear,  if  we  do  not  recollect  the  quality  of  the  wines  drank  an- 
ciently by  princes,  which  it  seems  were  of  the  sweet  sort. 

VINEYARDS  PRESERVED  BY  STONE  WALLS. 

Prov.  xxiv.  31.  The  stone  wallJ]  Stone  walls  were  frequently 
used  for  the  preservation^  of  vineyards,  as  well  as  living  fences. 
Van  Egmont  and  Heyman  (vol.  ii.  p.  39)  describing  the  country 
about  Saphet,  a  celebrated  city  of  Galilee,  tells  us,  "  the  country 
round  it  is  finely  improved,  the  declivity  being  covered  with  vines 
supported  by  low  walls."     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  456. 

UNFRUITFUL  FIG  TREE  THREATENED. 

Luke  xiii.  8.  And  he  answering^  said  unto  him,  Lord,  let  it 
ahne  this  year  also,  till  I  shall  dig  about  it,  and  dung  itJ]  Dan- 
dini  tells  us  (ch.  x.  p.  43),  that  in  Mount  Libanus  they  never  use 
spades  to  their  vineyards,  but  they  cultivate  them  with  their  oxen ; 
for  they  are  planted  with  straight  rows  of  trees,  far  enough  from  one 
another.  As  the  usages  of  the  East  so  seldom  change,  it  is  very 
probable  a  spade  was  not  commonly  used  in  the  time  of  our  Lord 
in  their  vineyards.  We  find  the  prophet  Isaiah  (ch.  v.  ver.  6), 
using  a  term  which  our  translators  indeed  render  by  the  Englisn 
word  digging,  but  which  difiers  from  that  which  expresses  the 
digging  of  wells,  graves,  &c.  in  other  places,  and  is  the  same  with 
that  used  to  signify  keeping  in  rank.  (1  Chron.  xii.  33.)  When 
*  then  Jesus  represents  tne  vine-dresser  as  sa3Hing  to  his  lord,  *^  let 
it  alone  this  year  also,  till  I  shall  dig  about  it,  and  dung  it,"  it 
should  seem  that  we  are  not  to  understand  the  digging  with  a 
spade  about  the  fig-tree,  planted  in  a  vineyard  according  to  their 
customs ;  but  the  turning  up  of  the  ground  between  the  rows  of 
trees  with  an  instrument  proper  for  the  purpose,  drawn  by  oxen — 
in  other  words,  {>loughing  about  them.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  432. 

UNLEAVENED  BREAD  NOT  ALLOWED  TO  THE  ISRAELITES. 

ExoD.  xii.  15.  Seven  days^sheM  ye  eat  unleavened  bread."]  As 
by  the  law  of  Moses  no  leaven  of  any  kind  was  to  be  kept  in  the 
houses  of  the  Israelites  for  seven  or  eight  days,  it  might  have  been 
productive  of  great  inconvenience,  had  they  not  been  able  by 
other  means  to  supply  the  want  of  it.  The  MS.  Chardin  informs 
us,  that  they  use  no  kind  of  leaven  whatevbr  in  the  East,  but  dough 
kept  till  it  is  grown  sour,  which  they  preserve  from  one  day  to 
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another.  In  wine  countries  they  use  the  lees  of  wine  as  we  io 
yeast.  If  therefore  there  should  be  no  leaven  in  all  the  country 
for  several  days^  yet  in  twenty -four  hours  some  would  be  produced^ 
and  they  would  return  to  their  preceding  state.  Harmer,  vol.  i. 
p.  253. 

ExoD.  xii.  15.  The  first  day  ye  shall  put  away  leaven  out  of 
your  houses.']  Concerning  this  matter  the  modem  Jews  are  super- 
stitiously  exact  and  scrupulous.  The  master  of  the  family  makes 
a  diligent  search  into  every  hole  and  crevice  throughout  the  house^ 
lest  any  crumb  of  leavened  bread  should  remain  in  it :  and  that 
not  by  the  light  of  the  sun  or  moon,  but  of  a  candle.  And  in  order 
that  this  exactness  may  not  appear  altogether  superfluous  and 
ridiculous,  care  is  taken  to  conceal  some  scraps  of  leavened  bread 
in  some  corner  or  other,  the  discovery  of  which  occasions  mighty 
joy.  This  search,  nevertheless,  strict  as  it  is,  does  not  give  him 
entire  satisfaction.  After  all  he  beseeches  God  that  all  the 
leavened  bread  that  is  in  the  house,  as  well  as  what  he  has  found, 
may  become  like  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  be  reduced  to  nothing. 
They  are  also  very  exact  and  scrupulous  in  making  their  bread 
for  the  feast,  lest  there  should  be  any  thing  like  leaven  mixed  with 
it.  The  com  of  which  it  is  made,  must  not  be  carried  to  the  mill 
on  the  horse's  bare  back,  lest  the  heat  of  the  sun  should  make  it 
ferment  The  sack  in  which  it  is  put,  must  be  carefully  examined, 
lest  there  should  be  any  remainder  of  old  meal  in  it :  the  dough 
must  be  made  in  a  place  not  exposed  to  the  sun,  and  must  be  put 
into  the  oven  immediatelv  after  it  is  made,  lest  it  should  ferment 
itself.     Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  ii.  p.  211. 

UNNECESSARY  VIOLENCE  PUNISHED  BY  DAVID. 

1  Kings  ii.  5.  And  shed  the  blood  of  war  in  peace,  and  put 
the  blood  of  war  upon  his  girdle  that  was  about  his  loins,  and  in 
his  shoes  that  were  on  his  feet.]  It  is  evident  that  David  meant 
by  these  words  to  describe  the  violence  of  Joab,  the  effects  of 
which  seem  to.  have  been  coincident  with  the  sentiment  of  Abdol- 
lah,  who  "went  out  and  defended  himself,  to  the  terror  and 
astonishment  of  his  enemies,  killing  a  great  many  with  his  own 
hands,  so  that  they  kept  at  a  distance,  and  threw  bricks  at  him, 
and  made  him  stagger  ;  and  when  he  felt  the  blood  run  down  his 
face  and  beard,  he  repeated  this  vertte,  "  the  blood  of  our  wounds 
doth  not  fall  down  on  our  heels,  but  on  our  feet,'  meaning  that  he 
did  not  turn  his  back  on  his  enemies."  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the 
Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  991,  In  like  manner  the  blood  shed  by  Joab 
fell  (m  his  feet,  on  his  shoes ;  it  was  not  inadvertently,  but  pur- 
posely shed ;  shed  widi  ferocity,  riither  than  valour.  Fragments^ 
No.  321. 

UNQUENCHABLE  FIRE* 

Matt.  iii.  12.     He  will  burn  up  the  chap  with  unquenchable 

fire.]     There  is,  in  what  the  Bapdst  here  declares,  an  evident 

allusion  to  the  custom  of  burning  the  chaff  after  winnowing,  that 
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it  might  not  be  blown  back  again,  and  so  be  mingled  with  the 
wheat  There  was  danger,  lest,  after  they  had  been  separated, 
the  chaflT  should  be  blown  again  amongst  the  wheat  by  the  chang- 
ing of  the  wind.  To  prevent  this  they  put  fire  to  it  at  the  wind- 
ward side,  which  crept  on  and  never  gave  over  till  it  had  consumed 
all  the  chafT.  In  this  sense  it  was  an  unquenchable  fire.  See  also 
Psalm  Ixxxiii.  13,  14,  Isaiah  v.  24.  (Vide  Hammond  and  Dod- 
dridge, in  loc. 

Mark  ix.  43.  Into  the  fire  that  never  shall  be  quenchedJ]  This 
is  a  periphrasis  of  hell,  and  is  an  allusion  to  the  valley  of  Hinnom, 
from  whence  hell  has  its  name  here  and  elsewhere.  Kimchi  (on 
Psalm  xxvii.  13)  says,  "  that  it  was  a  place  in  the  land  near  to 
Jerusalem,  and  was  a  place  contemptible  ;  where  they  cast  things 
defiled  and  carcases ;  and  there  was  there  a  continual  fire  to  burn 
polluted  things  and  bones;  and  therefore  the  condemnation  of  the 
wicked  in  a  parabolical  way  is  called  Gehinnom." 

UNSAVOURY  SALT  OF  NO  USE. 

Matt.  v.  13.  If  the  salt  has  lost  its  savour.]  Our  Lord's  sup- 
position of  the  S£dt  losing  its  savour  is  illustrated  by  Mr.  Maun- 
drell  (Journey,  p.  162),  who  tells  us,  that  in  the  Valley  of  Salt 
near  Gebul,  and  about  four  hours'  journey  firom  Aleppo,  there  is 
a  small  precipice  occasioned  by  the  continual  taking  away  of  the 
salt  "  In  this,"  says  he,  "  you  may  see  how  the  veins  of  it  lie.  I 
broke  a  piece  of  it,  of  which  the  part  that  was  exposed  to  the  rain, 
sun,  and  air,  though  it  had  the  sparks  and  particles  of  salt,  yet  had 
perfectly  lost  its  savour.  The  innermost,  which  had  been  connected 
to  the  rock,  retained  its  savour,  as  I  found  by  proof." 

UNTEMPEREO  MORTAR  UNFIT  FOR  BUILDING. 

EzEK.  xiii.  10.  One  built  up  a  wallj  and,  lo,  others  daubed  it 
with  untempered  mortar,']  In  Persia,  where  it  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  the  prophet  Ezekiel  now  was  (see  Fragments,  No.  106), 
the  mortar  is  made  "  of  plaster,  earthy  and  chopped  straw,  all  well 
wrought  and  incorporated  together :  but  this  is  not  the  material 
with  which  they  cast  or  set,  maX  is,  coat  over,  their  walls.  They 
cast  their  walls  pretty  often  also,  with  a  mixture  made  of  plaster 
and  earth,  which  tliey  call  zerdgbil^  (i*  e,  yellow  earth ;  though  in 
reality  it  be  not  yellow,  but  rather  of  a  musk  or  cinnamon  colqur). 
They  get  it  on  the  river  side,  and  work  it  in  a  great  earthen  ves- 
sel ;  but  they  put  so  little  earth  in  proportion  to  water,  that  it 
remains  liquid  like  muddy  water,  or  at  modt  lik^  strained  juice  ; 
and  it  is  altogether  of  the  colour  of  that  earth*  They  make  use 
of  it  to  work  the  plaster  in  another  earthen  vessels  where  they 
mingle  this  water  with  plaster  in  such  a  quantity,  that  it  retains 
the  colour  of  the  earth.  With  this  mixture  they  cast  their  walls^ 
which  at  first  look  all  grayish ;  but,  according  as  they  dry,  they 
grow  so  white,  that  when  they  are  fiilly  dry,  they  look  almost  as 
&  they  were  plastered  over  with  pure  plaster.     This  mixture  i$ 
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used  not  only  for  saving  plaster^  but  also  because  it  holds  better 
than  plaster  alone^  and  looks  as  well."  Thevenot's  Travels,  part 
ii.  p.  86* 

URIM  AND  THUMMIM. 

ExoD.  xxviii.  30.  TTie  Urim  and  the  Thummim^l  There  was 
a  remarkable  imitation  of  this  sacred  ornament  among  the  Egyp- 
tians ;  for  we  learn  from  Diodorus  (lib.  i.  p.  68,  ed.  Rhod,)  and 
from  iSlian  (Var.  Hist.  1.  xiv.  c.  34)  that  "  their  chief  priest,,  who 
was  also  their  supreme  judge  in  civil  matters,  wore  about  his  neck, 
by  a  golden  chain,  an  ornament  of  precious  stones  called  truth, 
and  that  a  cause  was  not  opened  till  uie  supreme  judge  had  put  on 
this  ornament.*' 

USE  OF  ASSES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

S  Kings  iv.  ^.  Then  she  saddled  an  ass,  and  said  to  her  ser^ 
vanty  drive  and  go  forward^]  Asses  were  much  used  for  riding, 
atid  Pococke  tells  us  (vol.  i.  p.  191),  that  ^^  the  man  (the  husband,  I 
suppose,  he  means)  always  leads  the  lady's  ass,  and  if  she  has  a 
servant  he  goes  on  one  side ;  but  the  ass-driver  follows  the  man, 
goads  on  the  beast,  and  when  he  is  to  turn,  directs  his  head  with 
a  pole."  The  Shunamite,  when  she  went  to  the  prophet,  did  not 
desire  so  much  attendance,  but  only  requested  her  husband  to 
send  her  an  ass  and  its  driver,  to  whom  she  said,  '^  Drive,  and  go 
forward."     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  449. 

USE  OF  HANDKERCHIEFS  IN  THE  EAST. 

Acts  xix.  12.  Handkerchiefs,']  "It  is  the  custom  almost  every 
where  to  carry  a  staff  in  their  hand ;  the  mode  of  wrought  hand- 
kerchiefs is  also  general  in  Arabisi,  in  Syria,  in  Palestine,  and  in 
all  the  Turkish  empire.  They  are  wrought  with  a  needle,  and  it 
is  the  amusement  of  the  fair  sex  there,  as  among  us,  the  making  of 
tapestry  and  lace.  The  young  women  make  them  for  their  fathers, 
their  brothers,  and,  by  way  of  preparation  beforehand,  for  their 
spouses  ;  bestowing  them  as  fiivours  on  their  lovers.  They  have 
them  almost  constantly  in  their  hands  in  those  warm  countries,  to 
wipe  off  sweat."    Chardin.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  395. 

USE  OF  SEPULCHRAL  URNS  AMONG  THE  ASIATICS. 

Psalm  Ivi.  8.  Put  my  tears  into  thy  bottle.']  Doth  not  this 
seem  to  intimate,  that  the  custom  of  putting  tears  into  the  ampulla, 
or  umiB  lachrymaleSy  so  well  known  amongst  the  Ilomans,  was 
more  anciently  in  use  amongst  the  eastern  nations,  and  particularly 
amongst  the  Hebrews  ?  These  urns  were  of  different  materials, 
some  of  glass,  some  of  earth ;  as  may  be  seen  in  M ont&ucon's 
Antiq.  Expliq.  vol.  v.  p.  116,  where  also  may  be  seen  the  various 
forms  or  shapes  of  them.  These  urns  were  placed  on  the  sepul- 
chres of  the  deceased,  as  a  memorial  of  the  distress  and  a£fection 
of  their  surviving  relations  and  friends.  It  will  be  difficult  to 
account  for  this  expression  of  the  Psalmist,  but  upon  this  suppo- 
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sition.  If  this  be  allowed,  the  meaning  will  he,  "  let  my  disti'ess, 
and  the  tears  I  shed  in  consequence  of  it,  be  ever  before  thee,  ex- 
cite thy  kind  i-emembrance  of  me,  and  plead  with  thee  to  grant  me 
•the  relief  I  stand  in  need  of."  Chandler's  Life  of  David,  voh  i. 
p.  106. 

USE  OF  SOFAS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

EzEK.  xiii.  18.  Thai  sew  pillows  to  all  arm-holes.']  In  Barbary 
and  the  Levant  they  "  always  cover  the  floors  of  their  houses  with 
carpets  ;  and  along  the  sides  of  the  wall  or  floor,  a  range  of  nar- 
row beds  or  mattrasses  is  often  placed  upon  these  carpets ;  and, 
for  their  further  ease  and  convenience,  several  velvet  or  damask 
bolsters  are  placed  upon  these  carpets  or  mattrasses — ^indulgences 
that  seem  to  be  alluded  to  bv  the  stretching  of  themselves  upon 
couches,  and  by  the  sewing  of  pillows  to  arm-holes."  (Amos  vi.  4, 
Shaw's  Trav.  p.  209,  M  edit.)  But  Lady  M.  W.  Montague's  de- 
scription of  a  Turkish  lady's  apartment  throws  still  more  light  on 
this  passage.  She  says  (Letter  32,  vol.  ii.  p.  65),  "  The  rooms 
are  ail  spread  with  Persian  carpets,  and  raised  at  one  end  of  them, 
about  two  feet.  This  is  the  sofa,  which  is  laid  with  a  richer  sort 
of  carpet,  and  all  round  it,  a  sort  of  couch^  raised  half  a  foot, 
covered  with  rich  silk  according  to  the  fancy  or  magnificence  of 
the  owner.  Round  about  this  are  placed,  standing  against  the 
walls,  two  rows  of  cushions,  the  first  very  large,  and  the  rest  little 
ones.  These  seats  are  so  convenient  and  easy,  that  I  believe  I 
shall  never  endure  chairs  .again  as  long  as  I  live."  And  in  another 
place  (Letter  33,  vol.  ii.  p.  68)  she  thus  describes  the  fair  Fatima : 
"  On  a  sofa  raised  three  steps,  and  covered  with  fine  Persian 
carpets,  sat  the  kahya's  lady,  leaning  on  cushions  of  white  satin 
embroidered.  She  ordered  cushions  to  be  given  me,  and  took 
care  to  place  me  in  the  corner,  which  is  the  place  of  honour." 

USE  OF  THEATRES  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES, 

Acts  xix.  29.  The  theatre.]  Among  the  Greeks  the  theatres, 
served  not  only  for  the  exhibition  of  public  shows  and  games,  but 
often  for  holding  public  assemblies  on  afiairs  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence. Josephus  says  (de  Bell.  lib.  ii.  cap.  18,  §  7),  "when 
the  Alexandrians  were  assembled  concerning  the  embassy  which 
they  were  .sending  to  Nero,  many  of  the  Jews  crowded  into  the 
amphitheatre  wiUi  the  Grreeks :"  and  again  (cap.  v.  §  2)  we  find 
the  Antiochians  holding  an  assembly  upon  public  business  in  their 
theatre. 

USE  OF  THE  WORD  AMEN  AMONG  THE  JEWS  OF  ANCIENT  DATE. 

1  Chron.  xvi.  36.  And  all  the  people  said  Amen.]  This  prac- 
tice is  of  very  great  antiquity,  and  was  in  general  use  with  the 
Jews  in  early  1imes«  (Vitringa  de  Syna^.  Vet  part  ii.  lib.  3,  cap. 
18.)  It  was  also  retained  by  tfiem  aft!»  ttie  captivity.  Neh.  viii.  6. 
The  Jewish  doctors  give  three  rules  for  pronouncing  the  word. 
1.  That  it  be  not  pronounced  too  hastily  and  swiftly,  but  with  a 
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grave  and  distinct  voice.  2.  That  it  be  not  louder  than  the  tone 
of  him  that  blessed.  3.  It  was  to  be  expressed  in  faith^  with  a 
certain  persuasion  that  God  would  bless  them  and  hear  their 
prayer. 

USURIOUS  DOINGS  AMONG  THE  ISRAELITES. 

Neh.  V.  11.  Also  the  hundredth  part  of  the  moneys  and  of  the 
corn^  the  wine,  and  the  oil  that  ye  exact  of  Mem.]  The  hundredth 
part  was  an  usury  at  this  time  exacted  in  those  countries^  as  after- 
wards among  the  Romans :  this  was  the  hundredth  part  of  what 
was  lent  every  month,  so  that  every  year  they  paid  the  eighth 
part  of  the  principal.  Salmasius  however  observes,  that  in  the 
eastern  countries,  there  never  were  any  laws  to  determine  what 
interest  should  be  taken  for  money  lent  for  a  day,  or  a  week,  or  a 
month,  or  a  year  (for  there  were  all  these  sorts  of  usury),  but 
every  one  was  left  to  demand  what  he  pleased ;  and  according  to 
what  was  agreed  they  paid  for  what  was  borrowed.,  .Patrick, 
in  loc. 

'^  Nothing  is  more  destructive  to  Syria  than  the  shameful  and 
excessive  usury  customary  in  that  country.  When  the  peasants 
are  in  want  of  money  to  purchase  grain,  cattle,  &c.  they  can  find 
none  but  by  mortgaging  the  whole  or  part  of  their  future  crop 
greatly  under  its  value.  The  danger  of  letting  money  appear 
closes  the  hands  of  all  by  whom  it  is  possessed ;  and  if  it  be 
parted  with,  it  mui^  be  from  the  hope  of  a  rapid  and  exorbitant 
gain :  the  most  moderate  interest  is  twelve  per  cent. :  the  usual 
rate  is  twenty,  and  it  frequently  rises  as  high  even  as  thirty." 
Volney's  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  410.     See  also  Jer.  xv.  10. 

vows  OF  NAZARITISM  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Acts  xxi.  24.  Take  them,  and  purify  thyself  with  them,  and 
be  at  charges  with  them.']  The  better  to  un^rstand  what  is  said 
in  this  passage,  it  may  be  observed,  that  among  the  Jews  it  was 
accounted  meritorious  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  the  sacrifi- 
ces and  offerings,  which  those  who  had  taken  upon  them  a  vow  of 
nazaritism  were  to  make  when  the  time  of  their  vow  came  to  be 
accomplished.  Thus  Josephus,  to  magnify  the  zeal  and  devotion 
of  Herod  Agrippa,  tells  us,  that  he  caused  several  Nazarites  to  be 
shaved,  whereby  he  means,  that  he  bore  the  expense  of  the  whole 
ceremony ;  and  Maimonides  informs  us,  that  he  who  would  par- 
take of  the  merits  of  another  man's  nazaritism,  went  to  the  temple 
and  said  to  the  priest,  ^^  such  an  one  will  finish  his  vow,  and  I 
intend  to  defray  the  charge  of  his  tonsure,  either  in  f>art  or  in  the 
whole,"  and  whoever  did  so  was  reputed  to  partake  in  the  merits 
of  him  who  had  fulfilled  his  vow. 

WASHING  AND  ANOINTING. 

Ruth  iii.  3.  Wash  thyself  therefore,  and  anoint  theeJ]  Ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  ancient  nations,  washing  generally 
preceded  anointing.     Many  instances  of  it  occur  in  Homer ;  ds 
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when  Telemachus  is  entertained  by  Nestor^  and  when  Telemachus 
and  Pisistratus  are  invited  to  the  court  of  Menelaus.  The  custom 
was  so  ancient  and  general,  that  the  Greeks  had  one  word  to  ex- 
press this  anointing  with  oil  after  washing  with  water,  which  they 
called  x^^^  ^^^  xvTXwirai.  See  more  in  Pearson  on  Creed,  p. 
99,  ed.  8. 

WASHING  OF  FEET  USUAL  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES, 

Luke  vii.  44.  Thou  gavest  me  no  water  for  my  feet  J]  It  was 
a  custom  universal  among  the  eastern  people  to  entertain  their 
guests,  at  their  entrance  into  their  houses,  with  clean  water  and 
.  sweet  oil.  Thus  it  appears  that  Christ  was  not  entertained  by  the 
master  of  the  house ;  for  ^'  he  turned  to  the  woman,  and  said  unto 
Simon,  -Seest  thou  this  woman  ?  I  entered  into  thine  house ;  thou 
gavest  me  no  water  for  my  feet,  but  she  hath  waslied  my  feet  with 
tears,  and  wiped  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head.  (ver.  46.)  Mine 
head  with  oil  thou  didst  not  anoint,  but  this  woman  hath  anointed 
my  feet  with  ointment." 

Thus  also  Homer  represents  Telemachus  and  Pisistratus  as 
being  entertained  at  the  court  of  Menelaus*  After  their  introduc- 
tion to  the  palace,  he  says. 

From  room  to  room  their  eager  view  they  bend ; 

Thence  to  the  bath,  a  beauteous  pile,  descend": 

Where  a  bright  damsel-train  attend  the  guests. 

With  liquid  odours  and  embroiderM  yests.        Odyss.  iv.  v.  48. 

WASHING  OF  FOUL  LINEN  IN  THE  GATE. 

2  Sam.  xvii.  17.  And  a  wench  went  out  and  told  themJ]  In 
the  East  the  washing  of  foul  linen  is  performed  by  women  by  the 
sides  of  rivers  and  fountains.  Dr.  Chandler  (Travels  in  Asia 
Minor,  p.  21)  says,  that  "the  women  resort  to  the  fountains  by 
the  houses,  each  with  a  large  two-handled  earthen  jar  on  her  back, 
or  thrown  over  her  shoulder,  for  water.  They  assemble  at  one 
without  the  village  or  town,  if  no  river  be  near,  to  wash  their 
linen,  which  is  afterwards  spread  on  the  ground  or  bushes  to  dry." 
May  not  this  circumstance,  says  Mr.  Harmer,  (vol.  iv.  p.  438), 
serve  to  confirm  the  conjecture,  that  the  young  woman  that  was 
sent  to  £n-rogel  went  out  of  the  city  with  a  bundle  of  linen,  as 
if  she  were  going  to  wash  it  ?  Nothing  was  more  natural,  or 
better  calculated  to  elude  jealousy. 

WASHING  OF  REGENERATION  EXPLAINED. 

Titus  iii.  5.  I%e  washing  of  regeneration^]  As  washing  is  an 
vact  whereby  purification  is  effected  and  defilement  is  removed,  it 
is  a  very  proper  word  to  express  that  divine  change  which  is  pro- 
duced by  regeneration,  and  when  connected  with  the  ancient  and 
universal  practice  of  washing  new-bom  infants,  gives  peculiar 
energy  to  the  conversation  of  Christ  with  Nicodemus  on  tne  sub- 
ject of  the  new  birth,  as  also  to  the  phrase  used  by  the  apostle  in 
this  passage — "  the  washing  of  regeneration." 
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Much  attention  was  bestowed  on  the  washing  of  infants.  The 
Lacedaemonians^  says  Plutarch^  in  his  Life  of  Lycurgus^  washed 
the  new-bom  infant  in  wine,  meaning  thereby  to  strengthen  the 
infant.  Generally,  however,  they  washed  the  children  in  water, 
warmed  perhaps  in  Greece,  cold  in  Egypt  Plautus,  in  his  Am- 
phytrion,  speaks  of  such  a  washing : 

Postqaam  peperit  pueroa,  layare  jussit,  nos  occepimiis : 
Sed  puer  ille  quem  ego  lavi,  at  magmas  est,  et  multum  ralet ! 

WASHING  THE  DEAD. 

Acts  ix.  37.  When  they  had  tvashedJ]  It  was  usual,  imme- 
diately upon  the  decease  of  a' person,  to  lay  out  the  corpse,  and 
then  to  wash  it.  This  office  was  commonly  performed  by  women 
related  to  the  party  deceased ;  only  in  cases  of  necessity  others 
were  employed  therein.  Among  the  Grreeks  this  custom  was  very 
particularly  observed :  there  were  vessels  in  some  of  their  ancient 
temples  for  this  purpose :  these  were  called  in  Latin  labra*  The 
Greeks  used  warm  water  on  this  occasion;  the  modern  Jews, 
warm  water  with  roses  and  camomile.  It  was  designed  to  prevent 
precipitate  interment,     See  Virgil,  JEn.  vi.  ver.  218. 

WASHINGS  IN   THE  RIVER  NILE. 

ExoD.  ii.  5.  jind  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  came  down  to  wash 
herself  at  the  river.]  The  people  of  Egypt,  and  particularly  the 
females  of  that  country,  express  their  veneration  for  the  benefits 
received  from  the  Nile,  by  plunging  into  it  at  the  time  of  its 
beginning  to  overflow  the  country.  Is  it  not  probable  that  when 
the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  went  into  that  river,  it  was  in  conformity 
with  that  idolatrous  practice  ?  Irwin  (Travels,  p.  229,  259)  relates, 
that  looking  out  of  his  window  in  the  night,  he  saw  a  bahd  of 
damsels  proceeding  to  the  river  side  with  singing  and  dancing, 
and  that  the  object  of  their  going  thither  was  to  witness  the  first 
visible  rise  of  die  Nile,  and  to  bathe  in  it.  Harmer,  vol.  iv. 
p.  279. 

WATCHES  AND  CLOCKS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Psalm  xc.  4.  As  a  watch  in  the  night.]  "  As  the  pcfople  of 
the  East  have  no  clocks,  the  several  parts  of  the  day  and  of  the 
night,  which  are  eight  in  all,  are  given  notice  of.  In  the  Indies, 
the  parts  of  the  night  are  made  known,  as  well  by  instruments  of 
music  as  by  the  rounds  of  the  watchmen,  who,  with  cries  and 
small  drums,  give  them  notice  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  night  is 
passed.  Now  as  these  cries  awakened  those  that  had  slept  all 
that  quarter  part  of  the  night,  it  appeared  to  them  but  as  a  mo- 
ment," (Chardin.)  It  is  apparent  the  ancient  Jews  knew  how  the 
night  passed  away,  though  we  cannot  determine  by  what  means 
the  information  was  communicated  to  them.  Harmer,  vol.  i, 
p.  210. 
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WATCHMEN  OP  THE  CITY- 

SoL.  Song  iii.  3.  The  watchmen  that  go  about  the  city  found 
me.']  In  Persia  the  watch  is  kept  up  very  strictly.  In  the  night 
they  suffer  no  person  to  go  about  the  streets  without  a  lantern. 
They  incessantly  walk  about  the  street  to  prevent  mischief  and 
robberies,  with  vigilance  and  exactness,  being  obliged  to  indemnify 
those  who  are  robbed.  "  It  is  reported,  that  one  night  Shah 
Abbas,  desirous  to  make  trial  of  the  vigilance  of  these  people, 
suffered  himself  to  be  surprised  by  them,  and  had  been  carried  to 
prison,  had  he  not  been  known  by  one  of  the  company,  who  dis- 
covering him  to  the  rest,  they  all  cast  themselves  at  his  feet  to 
beg  his  pardon."  Ambassador  s  Travels,  p.  328.  See  Ezek. 
xxxiii.  2. 

Isaiah  Ixii.  6.  1  have  set  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  0  Jeru- 
salem,  who  shall  never  hold  their  peace,  day  nor  night;  ye  that 
make  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not  silence.]  The  image  in  this 
place  is  taken  from  the  temple  service,  in  which  there  was  ap- 
pointed a  constant  watch,  day  and  night,  by  the  Levites.  Now 
the  watches  in  the  East,  even  to  this  day,  are  performed  by  a  loud 
cry  from  time  to  time  by  the  watchmen,  to  mark  the  time,  and 
that  very  frequently,  and  in  order  to  show  that  they  themselves 
are  constantly  attentive  to  their  duty.  "  The  watchmen  in  the 
camp  of  the  caravans  go  their  rounds,  crying  one  after  another, 
God  is  one,  he  is  merciful;  and  often  add,  take  heed  to  your- 
selves*^ (Tavern.  Voyage  de  Perse,  1.  i.  c,  9.)  The  reader  will 
observe  in  this  extract  how  mention  is  made  of  the  name  of  God 
by  the  watchmen. 

WATCHMEN  OF  ZION  MUST  NOT  SLEEP. 

Rev.  xvi.  15.  And  they  see  his  shame,]  This  is  an  allusion 
to  the  burning  of  the  garments  of  those  priests,  who  were  found 
asleep  when  upon  their  watch  in  the  temple.  The  Jewish  writers 
give  the  following  account  of  this  custom.  "The  man  of  the 
mountain  of  the  house  (the  governor  of  the  temple)  goes  round 
all  the  wards  every  night,  with  burning  torches  before  him :  and 
in  every  ward  where  the  person  does  not  stand  upon  his  feet,  the 
man  of  the  moiMitain  of  the  house  says  to  him,  Peace  be  to  thee  ; 
if  he  find  he  is  asleep,  he  strikes  him  with  his  staff,  and  he  has 
power  to  burn  his  clothes."     Gill,  in  loc. 

WATER  FROM  THE  ROCK. 

Exop.xvii.  6.  Thou  shall  smite  the  rock,  and  there  shall  come 
water  out  of  it.]  This  remarkable  interposition  of  God  for  the 
Israelites  appears  to  have  been  imperfectly  known  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  the  remembrance  of  it  is  still  retained  in  some  of  the 
heathen  fables.  There  is  a  manifest  allusion  to  it  in  Euripides 
(Bacchae,  703),  where  he  makes  one  smite  the  rock  at  Cithseron, 
and  waters  gush  out  of  it.     Huetius  (Alnetanae  Quaestiones,  1.  ii. 
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c.  12,  n.  18)  gives  many  such  instances;  and  suggests^  that  it  is 
very  probable  that  the  fable  of  Janus  was  forged  from  hence : 
alleging  that  the  image  is  described  as  holding  a  rod  in  his  left 
hand^  with  which  he  smites  a  stone^  and  causes  water  to  flow 
from  it. 

WATER  OF  THE  WELL  OP  BETHLEHEM  VERY  CHOICE. 

2  Sam.  xxiii.  15.  And  David  longed,  and  said,  Oh  thai  one 
would  give  me  drink  of  the  water  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  which 
is  hy  the  gate  /]  Agathocles  relates^  that  there  were  certain  foun- 
tains in  those  regions,  to  the  number  of  seventy,  whose  waters 
were  denominated  golden,  and  of  which  it  was  death  for  any  one 
to  drink,  except  the  king  and  his  eldest  son.  This  may  explain 
the  wish  of  king  David  for  water  from  the  well  of  Bethlehem, 
unless  we  suppose  it  to  have  arisen  from  a  predilection,  like  that 
of  the  Parthian  monarchs  for  the  water  oT  Choaspes,  which  was 
earned  with  them  wherever  they  went,  and  from  that  circumstance 
styled  by  Tibullus,  regia  Ijnmpha,  and  by  Milton,  the  drink  of 
none  but  kings.     Gilling^^ater  MS. 

WATER  GARDENS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Isaiah  i.  30.  A  garden  that  hath  no  water. 1  In  the  hotter 
'parts  of  the  eastern  countries,  a  constant  supply  of  water  is  so 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  cultivation,  and  even  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  existence  of  a  garden,  that  should  it  want  water  but  for  a 
few  days,  every  thing  in  it  would  be  burnt  up  with  the  heat  and 
totally  destroyed.  There  is  therefore  no  garden  whatever  in  those 
countries  but  what  has  such  a  certain  supply,  either  frOTa  some 
neighbouring  river,  or  from  a  reservoir  of  water  collected  from 
springs,  or  filled  with  rain  water  in  the  proper  season,  in  sufiicient 
quantity  to  afford  ample  provision  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Moses,  having  described  the  habitation  of  man  newly  created, 
as  a  garden  planted  with  every  tree  pleasant  to  the  sight,  and  good 
for  food,  adds,  as  a  circumstance  necessary  to  complete  the  idea 
of  a  garden,  that  it  was  well  supplied  with  water.  (Gen.  ii.  10, 
and  xiii.  10.)  "And  a  river  went  out  of  Eden  to  water  the  garden.'* 
That  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  notion  of  this  matter,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  give  some  account  of  the  management  of  the  gar- 
dens in  this  respect*  "  Damascus,"  says  Maundrell,  "  is  encom- 
passed with  gardens,  extending  no  less,  according  to  common 
estimation,  than  thirty  miles  round,  which  makes  it  look  like  a 
city  in  a  vast  wood.  The  gardens  are  thick  set  with  fruit  trees  of 
all  kinds,  kept  fresh  and  verdant  by  the  waters  of  Barrady  (the 
Chrysorrhoas  of  the  ancients),  which  supply  both  thp  gardens 
and  city  in  great  abundance.  This  river,  as  soon  as  it  issues  out 
from  between  the  cleft  of  the  mountain  before  mentioned  into  the 
plains,  is  immediately  divided  into  three  streams ;  of  which  the 
middlemost  and  biggest  runs  directly  to  Damascus,  and  is  distri- 
buted to  all  the  cisterns  and  fountains  of  the  city.     The  other 
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two,  which  I  take  to  be  the  work  of  art,  are  drawn  rounds  one  to 
the  right  hand  and  the  other  to  the  left,  on  the  borders  of  the 
gardens,  into  which  they  are  let  as  they  pstss,  by  little  currents, 
and  so  dispersed  all  over  the  vast  wood,  insomuch,  that  there  is 
not  a  garden  but  has  a  fine  quick  stream  running  through  it. 
Barrady  is  almost  wholly  drank  up  by  the  city  and  gardens; 
what  small  part  of  it  escapes  is  united,  as  I  was  informed,  in  one 
channel  again,  oir  the  south-east  side  of  the  city ;  and  after  about 
three  or  four  hours  course,  finally  loses  itself  in  a  bay  there, 
without  ever  arriving  at  the  sea."  (Journey,  p.  122.)  This  was 
likewise  the  case  in  former  times,  as  Strabo  (lib.  16)  and  Pliny 
(v.  18)  testify,  who  say,  that  this  river  was  expended  in  canals,  and 
drank  up  by  watering  the  place. 

**  The  best  sight,"  says  Maundrell  (Journey,  p.  39),  "  that  the 
palace  (of  the  emir  of  Beroot,  anciently  Berytus)  affords,  and  the 
worthiest  to  be  remembered,  is  the  orange  garden.  It  contains  a 
large  quadrangular  plat  of  ground,  divided  into  sixteen  lesser 
squares,  four  in  a  row,  with  walks  between  them.  The  walks  are 
shaded  with  orange  trees  of  a  large  spreading  size  ;  every  one  of 
these  sixteen  lesser  squares  in  the  garden  was  bordered  with 
stone,  and  in  the  stone  work  were  troughs,  very  artificially  con- 
trived, for  conveying  the  water  all  over  the  garden,  there  being 
little  outlets  cut  at  every  tree,  for  the  stream  as  it  passed  by  to 
flow  out  and  water  it"  The  royal  gardens  at  Ispahan  are  watered 
just  in  the  same  manner,  according  to  Kempfer's  description. 
(Amoen.  Exot.  p.  193.)  See  Psalm  i.  3,  Jer.  xvii.  8,  Prov.  xxi, 
1,  Ecclk.  ii.  5,  6.     Bp.  Lowth,  in  loc. 

WATERS  OF  MARAH. 

ExoD.  XV.  23.  And  when  they  came  to  Marah,  they  could  not 
drink  of  the  waters  of  Marah,  for  they  were  bitter.']  Dr.  Shaw 
(Travels,  p.  314)  thinks  that  these  waters  may  be  properly  fixed 
at  Corondel,  where  there  is  a  small  rill,  which,  unless  it  be  diluted 
by  the  dews  and  rain,  is  very  brackish.  Another  traveller  (Jour- 
ney firom  Grand  Cairo  to  Mount  Sinai,  a.  d.  1722,  pp.  14,  15)  tells 
us,  that  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  of  Hamam  el  Faron,  a  small 
but  most  delightful  valley,  a  place  called  Garondu,  is  a  rivulet 
that  comes  from  the  mountain,  the  water  of  which  is  tolerably 

food  and  sufiiciently  plentiftil,  but  is  bitter,  though  very  clear, 
^ococke  says,  there  is  a  mountain  known  to  this  day  by  tne  name 
of  Le  Maran,  and  toward  the  sea  is  a  salt  well,  called  Birhammer, 
which  is  probably  the  saqie  here  called  Marah. 

WATERING  WITH  THE  FOOT, 

Deut.  xi.  10.  ^nd  wateredst  it  with  thy  foot.]  The  custom 
of  watering  with  the  foot.  Dr.  Shaw  (Travels,  p.  408)  thus  ex- 
plains, from  the  present  practice  of  the  Egyptians.  "  When  their 
various  sorts  of  pulse,  safi'anon,  musca,  melons,  sugar-canes,  &c. 
(all  which  are  commonly  planted  in  rills)  require  to  be  refreshed. 
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they  strike  out  the  plugs  that  are  fixed  in  the  bottoms  of  the  cis^ 
terns  [wherein  they  preserve  the  water  of  the  Nile],  and  then  the 
water  gushing  out  is  conducted  from  one  rill  to  another  by  the 
gardener,  who  is  always  ready,  as  occasion  requires,  to  stop  and 
divert  the  torrent,  by  turning  the  earth  against  it  with  his  foot, 
and  opening,  at  the  same  time,  with  his  mattock,  a  new  trench  to 
receive  it.  This  method  of  conveying  moisture  and  nourishment 
to  a  land  rarely  or  never  refreshed  with  rain,  is  often  alluded  to  in 
the  holy  scriptures ;  where  also  it  is  made  the  distinguishing  qua- 
lity between  Egypt  and  the  land  of  Canaan.  Deut.  xi.  10,  11." 
Mr.  Parkhurst  (Heb.  Lex,  p.  756,  3rd  edit.)  is  inchned  to  adopt 
another  interpretation  of  the  expression,  watering  with  the  foot* 
He  says,  "  it  seems  more  probable  that  Moses  alluded  to  drawing 
up  water  with  a  machine  which  was  worked  by  the  foot.  Such 
an  one  Grrotius  long  ago  observed,  that  Philo,  who  hved  in  Egypt, 
has  described  as  used  by  the  peasants  of  that  country  in  his  time ; 
and  the  ingenious  and  accurate  Niiebuhr,  in  his  Voyage  en 
Arabic,  tom.  i.  p.  1^1,  has  lately  given  us  a  representation  of  a 
machine  which  the  Egyptians  make  use  of  for  watering  the  lands, 
and  probably  the  same,  says  he,  that  Moses  speaks  of.  They  call 
it  sakki  tdir  beridsjel,  or,  an  hydraulic  macnine  worked  by  the 
feet." 

Isaiah  xxxii.  20.  Blessed  are  ye  that  sow  beside  all  waters  ; 
that  send  forth  thither  th^  feet  of  the  ox  and  the  ass."]  Chardin 
says,  "  this  exactly  answers  the  manner  of  planting  rice,  for  they 
sow  it  upon  the  water;  and  before  sowing,  while  the  earth  is 
covered  with  water,  they  cause  the  ground  to  be  trodden  b^  oxen, 
horses,  and  asses,  whicn  go  mid-leg  deep ;  and  this  is  the  way  of 
preparing  the  ground  for  sowing.  As  they  sow  the  rice  on  the 
water,  they  transplant  it  in  the^water."     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  280. 

WATERS  OF  SHILOAH  DESCRIBED. 

Isaiah  viii.  6,  7.  Forasmuch  as  this  people  refuse th  the  waters 
of  Shiloah  that  go  softly  ;  now,  therefore,  behold,  the  Lord  brings 
eth  up  upon  them  the  waters  of  the  river,  strong  and  many.^  The 
gentle  waters  of  Shiloah,  a  small  fountain  and  brook  just  without 
Jerusalem,  which  supplied  a  pool  within  the  city  for  the  use  of 
the  inhabitants,  are  an  apt  emblem  of  the  state  of  the  kingdom 
and  house  of  David,  much  reduced  in  its  apparent  strength,  yet 
supported  by  the  blessing  of  God ;  and  are  finely  contrasted  with 
the  waters  of  the  Euphrates,  great,  rapid,  and  impetuous ;  the 
image  of  the  Babylonian  empire,  which  God  threatens  to  briiig 
down  like  a  mighty  flood  upon  all  these  apostates  of  both  kingdoms, 
as  a  punishment  for  their  manifold  iniquities.  Juvenal,  inveighing 
against  the  corruption  of  Rome  by  the  importation  of  Asiatic 
manners,  says,  that  the  Orontes  has  long  been  discharging  itself 
into  the  Tiber : 

Jampridem  S3mis  in  Tiberim  defluxit  Orontes. 
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And  Virgil^  to  expresB  the  submission  of  some  of  the  Eastern 
countries  to  the  Roman  anns>  says,  that  the  waters  of  the  Eu- 
phrates now  flowed  more  humbly  and  gently.  "  Euphrates  ibat 
jam  moUior  undis."    JEn.  viii.  726.     Lowth,  in  loc. 

WATERS  OP  THE  NILE. 

ExoD.  vii.  18.  The  EgyptioThS  shall  loath  to  drink  of  the 
water  of  the  riverJ}  A  peculiar  energy  will  be  discovered  in 
these  words,  if  what  the  abbot  Mascrier  has  said  (Lett.  i.  p.  15) 
of  the  water  of  the  Nile  be  attended  to.  "  The  water  of  Egypt 
is  so  delicious,  that  one  would  not  wish  the  heat  should  be  less, 
nor  to  be  delivered  from  the  sensation  of  thirst.  The  Turks  find 
it  so  exquisitely  charming,  that  they  excite  themselves  to  drink  of 
it,  by  eating  salt.  It  is  a  common  saying  among  them,  that  if 
Mahomet  had  drank  of  it,  he  would  have  begged  of  God  not  to 
have  died,  that  he  might  always  have  done  it."  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  295. 

WATERS  OUT  OF  THINE  OWN  WELL  DESCRIBED. 

Prov.  V.  15.  Drink  waters  out  of  thine  own  cistern,  and  run- 
ning waters  out  of  thine  own  well.']  There  may  be  an  allusion  in 
these  words  to  a  law  which  Clement  of  Alexandria  (Stromat.  1.  i. 
p.  274)  says  Plato  had  from  the  Hebrews,  which  enjoined  hus- 
bandmen not  to  take  water  iirom  others  to  water  their  lands,  till 
they  themselves  had  dug  into  the  earth  called  virgin  earth,  and 
found  it  dry  and  without  water. 

WAVE-OFFERING  BEFORE  THE  LORD. 

ExoD.  xxix.  24.  And  thou  shalt  put  all  in  the  hands  of 
Aaron,  and  in  the  hands  of  his  sons,  and  shalt  wave  them  for  a 
wave-offering  before  the  Lord^  Waving  the  sacrifice  before  the 
Lord  is  a  very  ancient  sacrificial  rite.  It  was  of  two  kinds :  one 
was  performed  by  waving  it  perpendicularly,  upward  and  down- 
ward; the  other  by  waving  it  horizontally,  towards  the  four  car- 
dinal points,  to  denote  the  consecration  of  what  was  thus  waved  to 
the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth.   Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  291  • 

WELLS  IN' EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Gen.  xxvi.  15.  For  all  the  wells  which  his  father* s  servants 
had  digged  in  the  days  of  Abraham  his  father,  the  Philistines 
had  stopped  them,  and  filled  them  with  earth."]  The  same  mode 
of  taking  vengeance  which  is  here  mentioned  has  been  practised 
in  ages  subsequent  to  the  time  here  referred  to.  Niebuhr  (Trav. 
p.  302)  tells  us,  that  the  Turkish  emperors  pretend  to  a  right  to 
that  part  of  Arabia  that  lies  between  Mecca  and  the  countries  of 
Syria  and  Egypt,  but  that  their  power  amounts  to  very  little. 
That  they  have  however  garrisons  in  divers  little  citadels  built  in 
that  desert,  near  the  wells  that  are  made  on  the  road  fi^om  lEgypt 
and  Syria  to  Mecca,' which  are  intended  for  the  greater  safety  of 
their  caravans.  But  in  a  following  page  (p.  330)  he  gives  us  to 
understand,  that  these  princes  have  made  it  a  custom  to  give  an- 
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nually  to  every  Arab  tribe  which  is  near  that  road,  a  certain  sum 
of  money  and  a  certain  number  of  vestments,  to  keep  them  from 
destroying  the  wells  that  lie  in  that  route,  and  to  escort  the  pil- 
grims across  their  country. 

We  find  in  D'Herbelot  (p.  396),  that  Gianabi,  a  famous  rebel 
in  the  tenth  century,  gathered^  a  number  of  people  together,  seized 
on  Bassora  and  Coufa,  and  afterwards  insulted  the  reigning 
caliph,  by  presenting  himself  boldly  before  Bagdat  his  capital : 
after  which  he  retired  by  little  and  little,  filling  up  all  the  pits 
with  sand,  which  had  been  dug  in  the  road  to  Mecca  for  the  benefit 
of  the  pilgrims.     Harmer,  vol.  iv.  p.  24f7. 

Gen.  xxix.  2.  A  grectt  stone  was  upon  the  welVs  mouthJ]  In 
Arabia,  and  other  places,  they  cover  up  their  wells  of  water,  lest 
the  sand,  which  is  put  into  motion  by  the  winds,  should  fill  and 
quite  stop  them  up.  (Chardin.)*  So  great  was  their  care  not  to 
leave  the  well  open  any  length  of  time,  that*  they  waited  till  the 
flocks  were  all  gathered  together,  before  they  began  to  draw 
water :  and  when  they  had  finished,  the  well  was  immediately 
closed  again.     Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  IIS. 

WHITE  HORSE  AN  EMBLEM  OF  VICTORY. 

Rev.  vi.  2.  A  white  horse^  White  horses  were  formerly  used 
in  triumphs  in  token  of  victory.  To  see  a  white  horse  in  a  dream 
was  accounted  a  good  sign  by  the  Jews  :  and  Astrampsychus 
says,  a  vision  of  white  horses  is  an  apparition  of  angels.  One  of 
those  angels,  which  the  Jews  suppose  to  have  the  care  of  men,  is 
said  to  ride  by  them  and  at  their  right  hand  upon  a  white  horse. 
Gill,  in  loc. 

WHITED  sepulchres  IN  THE  EAST. 

Matt,  xxiii.  27.  Whtted  sepulchres,']  The  Jews  used  to 
mark  their  graves  with  white  lime,  that  they  might  be  known,  that 
so  priests,  Nazarites,  and  travellers  might  avoid  them,  and  not  be 
polluted.  Now  because  when  the  rains  fell,  these  marks  were 
washed  away,  on  the  first  of  Adar  (February),  when  they  used  to 
repair  the  highways,  they  also  marked  the  graves  with  white  lime; 
and  so  also  on  their  intermediate  feast  days.  They  made  use  of 
chalk,  because  it  looked  white  like  bones.     Gill,  in  loc. 

WICKED  MEN  COMPARED  TO  WILD  BOARS. 

PsALM  Ixviii.  30.  Rebuke  the  company  of  the  spear-menJl 
Literally,  "  rebuke  tHe  beast  of  the  reeds,"  or  canes.  This  in  all 
probability  means  the  wild  boar,  which  is  considered  as  destructive 
to  the  people  of  Israel.  Psalm  Ixxx.  13.  That  wild  boars  abound 
in  marshes,  fens,  and  reedy  places,  appears  firpm  Le  Bruyn,  who 
says,  '^  we  were  in  a  large  plain  full  of  canals,  marshes,  and  bull- 
rushes.  This  part  of  the  country  is  infested  by  a  vast  number  of 
wild  boars,  that  march  in  troops,  and  destroy  all  the  seed  and 
fruits  of  the  earth,  and  pursue  their  ravages  as  far  as  the  entrance 
ioto  the  villages.     The  inhabitants,  in  order  to  remedy  this  mis- 
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chief,  set  fire  to  the  rushes  which  afford  them  a  retreat,  and  de- 
stroyed above  fifty  in  that  manner ;  but  those  that  escaped  the 
flames  spread  themselves  all  round  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
people  tnemselves  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  /light,  and 
nave  never  disturbed  them  since,  for  fear  of  drawing  upon  them- 
selves some  greater  calamity.  They  assured  me  that  some  of  these 
creatures  were  as  large  as  cows."  Travels,  vol.  ii.  n.  62.  See 
also  ApoUonius,  lib.  ii.  820 ;  Virgil,  Mn.  x. ;  Ovid.  Metam.  viii. 
Scripture  lUust  Expos.  Index. 

widow's  importunity  illustrated. 

Luke  xviii.  6.  Weary  meJ]  The  word  virnjviai^siv  properly 
signifies  to  beat  on  the  face,  and  particularly  under  the  eye,  so  as 
to  make  the  parts  black  and  blue.  Here  it  has  a  metaphorical 
meaning,  and  signifies  to  give  great  pain,  such  as  arises  irom 
severe  beating.  The  meaning  therefore  is,  that  the  uneasy  feelings 
which  this  widow  raised  in  the  judge's  breast,  by  the  moving 
representation  which  she  gave  of  her  distress,  affected  him  to  such 
a  degree  that  he  could  not  bear  it,  but  to  get  rid  of  them,  resolved 
to  do  her  justice.  The  passage,  understood  in  this  sense,  has  a 
peculiar  advantage,  as  it  throws  a  beautifiil  light  on  our  Lord's 
argument  (ver.  6,  7),  and  lays  a  proper  foundation  for  the  conclu- 
sion which  it  contains.     Macknight  s  Harmony,  vol.  ii.  p.  78. 

widowhood  in  eastern  countries. 

2  Sam.  xx.  3.  They  were  shut  up  unto  the  day  of  their  death, 
living  in  tvidowhoodJ]  In  China,  when  the  emperor  dies,  all  his 
women  are  removed  to  an  edifice  called  the  Palace  of  Chastity, 
situated  within  the  walls  of  the  palace,  in  which  they  are  shut  up 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.     Macartney,  p.  375. 

WILD  HONEY  DESCRIBED. 

Matt.  iii.  4.  Wild  honev.]  This  is  obtained  firom  wild  bees, 
firequent  in  Palestine,  in  hollow  trunks  or  branches  of  trees,  and 
the  clefts  of  rocks.  Thus  it  is  said,  "honey  out  of  the  stony 
rock."  (Psalm  Ixxxi.  16,  Deut.  xxxii.  13.)  Some  have  supposed 
this  to  be  the  honey-dew,  or  liquid  kind  of  manna  exuding  fi*om 
the  leaves  of  trees,  as  of  the  palm  or  fig-tree,  of  which  the  rabbins 
speak  much.  Josephus  (Bell.  Jud.  vol.  iv.  p.  27)  speaks  of  honey 
pressed  firom  the  palm  trees  near  Jericho,  as  little  inferior  to  the 
real ;  and  Pliny,  of  honey  flowing  firom  the  olive  tree  in  Syria. 
(Nat.  Hist,  xxiii.  4.)  But  neither  the  honey-dew  nor  expressed 
juice,  if  difierent,  being  somewhat  unwholesome,  is  thought  so 
probable  as  the  genuine  honey. 

WILDERNESS  THE  SCENE  OF  CHRIST*S  TEMPTATIONS. 

Luke  iv.  1.  And  Jesus  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  returned 
from  Jordan,  and  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  being 
forty  days  tempted  of  the  deviL"]  Mr.  Maundrell,  in  his  travels 
in  me  Holy  Land,  saw  the  place  which  was  the  scene  of  Christ's 


ORIENTAL   CUST0M8*  453 

temptations^  and  thus  describes  it : — "  From  this  place  (the  Foun- 
tain of  the  Apostles)  you  proceed  in  an  intricate  way  amongst 
hills  and  valleys  interchangeably,  all  of  a  veiy  barren  aspect  at 
present,  but  discovering  evident  signs  of  the  labour  of  the  hus- 
bandman in  ancient  times.  After  some  hours'  travel  in  this  sort 
of  road,  you  arrive  at  the  mountainous  desert  into  which  our 
blessed  Saviour  was  led  by  the  Spirit  to  be  tempted  by  the  devil. 
A  most  miserable  dry  barren  place  it  is,  consis(ting  of  high  rocky 
mountains,  so  torn  and  disordered  .as  if  the  earth  had  suffered 
some  great  convulsion,  in  which  its  very  bowels  bad  been  turned 
outward."    Journey,  p.  79. 

WIND  AND  RAIN  IN  ASIA* 

2  Kings  iii.  17.  Ye  shall  not  see  windy  neither  shall  ye  see 
rain,']  Rain  is  often  in  the  East  preceded  by  a  squall  of  wind. 
The  editor  of  the  Ruins  of  Palmyra  tells  us,  that  they  seldom 
have  rain  except  at  the  equinoxes,  and  that  nothing  could  be  more 
serene  than  the  sky  all  the  time  he  was  there,  except  one  afternoon, 
when  there  was  a  small  shower,  preceded  by  a  whirlwind,  which 
took  up  such  quantities  of  sand  from  the  desert  as  quite  darkened 
the  sky.  (p.  37.)  Thus  Elisha  told  the  king  of  Israel,  "ye  shall 
not  see  wind  nor  rain,  yiet  that  valley  shall  be  filled  with  water.'* 
The  circumstance  of  the  wind  taking  up  such  a  quantity  of  sand 
as  to  darken  the  sky,  may  serve  to  explain  1  kings  xviii.  45, 
"  The  heaven  was  black  with  clouds  and  wind."  The  wind's 
prognosticating  of  rain  is  also  referred  to,  Prov.  xxv.  14 :  "  Whoso 
Doasteth  himsrif  of  a  false  gift,"  pretending  to  give  something 
valuable,  and  disappointing  tfie  expectation,  '^  is  like  clouds  and 
wind  without  rain."  *  Harmbr,  vol.  i.  p.  54. 

WINE-BIBBERS  REPRIMANDED. 

pROV.  xxiii.  30.  They  that  tarry  long  at  the  toineJ]  Dandini 
(p.  17)  informs  us,  that  it  was  the  practice  of  tipplers  not  merely 
to  tarry  long  over  the  bottle,  but  over  the  wine  cask.  "  The 
goodness  of  the  wine  of  Candia  renders  the  Candiots  great 
drinkers,  and  it  oft;en  happens,  that  two  three  great  drinkers  will 
sit  down  together  at  the  foot  of  a  cask,  ft>om  whence  they  will  not 
depart  till  mey  have  emptied  it."     See  also  Isaiah  v.  11. 

Prov.  xxiii.  ^.  Be  not  among  wine-bibbers^  among  riotous 
eaters  ofAeshJ]  The  Arabs  are  described  by  Shaw  (p.  169)  as 
very  abst^ioui.  They  rarely  diminish  their  fl^ks  by  i^^ing  them 
for  food,  but  live  chiefly  upon  bread,  milk,  butter,  dates,  or  what 
they  receive  in  exchange  for  their  wool.  Their  frugality  is  in 
many  instances  the  effect  of  narrow  circumstances ;  and  shows 
with  what  propriety  Solomon  describes  an  expensive  way  of  living 
by  their  frequent  eating  of  flesh,     i 

Joel  i.  5.  Howl,  all  ye  drinkers  of  wine,  because  of  the  new 
wine,  for  it  is  cut  off  from  your  mouths]  That  old  wine  was  most 
esteemed  in  the  East  is  clear  from  the  wordii  of  our  Lord,  "  No 
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man  also  having  drank  old  wine,  straightway  desir^th  new,  for  he 
saith  the  old  is  better."  (Luke  v.  39.)  By  a  false  translation  in 
these  words  of  Joel,  new  is  put  instead  of  sweet  wijie.  Wine  of 
this  sort,  as  appears  from  the  ancient  eastern  translation  of  the 
Septuagint,  was  chiefly  esteemed  formerly;  for  ^at  which  our 
version  renders,  "  royal  wine  in  abundance,  according  to  the  state 
of  the  king"  (Esth,  i,  7),  they  translate,  much  and  sweet  wine, 
such  as  the  king  himself  drank.  A  remark  that  Russel  makes  on 
the  white  wines  of  Aleppo  may  help  to  explain  this.  They  are 
palatable,  but  thin  and  poor,  and  seldom  keep  sound  above  a  year. 
(Hist,  of  Aleppo,  p.  19.)  Such,  however,  ajs  were  capable  of 
being  kept  till  they  were  old,  and  which  those  that  loved  drinking 
desired,  were  those  of  the  sweet  sort,  and  consequently  proper 
subjects  for  the  threatening  of  the  prophet.  But  what  completes 
and  finishes  the  illustration  of  this  passage,  is  a  curious  observa- 
tion of  Dr,  Shaw  (Travels,  p.  146)  concerning  the  wine  of  Algiers. 
"  The  wine  of  Algiers,  before  the  locusts  destroyed  the  vineyards 
in  the  years  1723  and  1734,  was  not  inferior  to  the  best  hermitage, 
either  m  briskness  of  taste  or  flavour ;  but  since  that  time  it  is 
much  degenerated,  not  haying  hitherto  (1732)  recovered  its  usual 

JuaUties."  It  is  a  desolation  of  their  vineyards  by  locusts  that 
oel  threatens,  which,  it  seems,  injures  their  produce  for  many 
years;  and  consequently  nothing  was  more  natural  than  to  call 
the  drunkards  of  Israel  to  mourn  on  that  occasion.  See  Acts  ii# 
13,  which  probably  is  to  be  understood  of  sweet  wine  also. 
Harmer,  voL  i.  p.  386.  ^ 

WINE  bottles  in  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

JosH.ix.4.  Wine  bottles.^  Chardin  informs  us  that  the  Arabs, 
and  all  those  that  lead  a  wandering  life,  keep  their  water,  milk, 
and  other  liquors,  in  leathern  bottles.  "  They  keep  in  them  more 
fresh  than  otherwise  they  would  do.  These  leathern  botdes  are 
made  of  goat-skitis.  When  the  animal  is  lulled,  they  cut  off*  its 
foet  and  its  head,  and  they  draw  it  in  this  manner  out  of  the  skin, 
without  opcfning  its  belly.  They  afterwards  sew  up  the  places 
where  the  legs  were  cut  off*,  and  the  tail,  and  when  it  is  filled, 
they  tie  it  about  the  neck.  These  nations,  and  the  country  people 
of  Persia,  never  go  a  journey  without  a  small  leathern  bottle  of 
water  hanging  by  their  side  like  a  scrip.  The  great  leathern 
bottles  are  made  of  the  skin  of  a  he  goat,  and  the  small  ones,  that 
serve  instead  of  a  bottle  of  water  on  the  road,  are  made  of  a  kid's 
skin."  These  bottles  are  fi:^uently  rent,  when  old  and  much 
used,  and  are  capable  of  being  repaired  by  being  bound  up.  This 
they  do,  Chardin  says,  "  sometimes  by  setting  in  a  piece ;  some* 
times  by  gathering  up  the  wounded  place  in  manner  of  a  purse ; 
sometimes  they  put  in  a  round  flat  piece  of  wood,  and  by  that 
means  stop  the  hole."  Maundrell  gives  an  account  exactly  similar 
to  the  above.  Speaking  of  the  Greek  convent  at  Bellmount,  near 
Tripoli,  in  Syria,  he  says,  "the  same  person  whom  we  saw  ofli- 
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cmting  at  the  altar  in  his  embroidered  sacerdotal  rob6^  brought  us 
the  next  day^  on  his  oVn  back,  a  kid  and  a  goat-skin  of  wine,  as 
a  present  from  the  convent."  (Journey,  March  1^.)  These  bottles 
are  still  used  in  Spain,  and  called  borrSchas.  Mr.  Bruce  gives  a 
description  of  the  girba,  which  seems  to  be  a  vessel  of  the  same 
kind  as  those  now  mentioned,  only  of  dimensions  considerably 
larger.  "  A  girba  is  an  ox's  skin,  squared,  and  the  edges  sewed 
together  very  artificially,  by  a  double  seam,  which  does  not  let  out 
water,  much  resembling  that  upon  the  best  English  cricket  balls. 
An  opening  is  left  at  the  top  of  the  girba,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  bung-hole  of  a  cask,  around  this  the  skin  is  gathered  to  the 
size  of  a  large  handfiil,  which,  when  the  girba  is  lull  of  water,  is 
tied  round  with  whip-cord.  These  girbas  generally  contain  about 
sixty  gallons  each,  and  two  of  them  are  the  load  of  a  camel.  They 
are  then  all  besmeared  on  the  outside  with  grease,  as  well  to  hin- 
der the  water  from  oozing  through,  as  to  prevent  its  being  evapo- 
rated by  the  heat  of  the  sun  upon  the  girba,  which,  in  fact, 
happened  to  us  twice,  so  as  to  put  us  in  imminent  danger  of 
perishing  with  thirst"  (Travels,  vol.  iv.  p.  334.)  Vide  Harmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  132. 

WINE  CHEERING  THE  HEART. 

Judges  ix.  13.  Wine,  which  cheereth  Ood  and  man.l  This 
form  of  speech,  however  singular  it  may  appear  to  us,  is  perfectly 
justifiable,  as  connected  with  the  Jewish  sacrifices,  and  as  used  in 
common  both  by  them  and  by  the  Gentiles.  Wine,  as  the  Jewish 
doctors  assert,  was  not  only  used  in  their  sacrifices,  but  till  the 
drink-offering  was  poured  out  they  did  not  begin  the  hymn  that 
was  then  sung  to  God.  Virgil,  speaking  of  noble  vines,  or  wines, 
says,  they  were 

Meosis  et  diis  accepta  secundis.  Oeorg.  lib*  ii.  101. 

"grateful  to  the  gods  and  second  courses:"  that  is,  they  were  so 
excellent  as  to  be  fit  to  be  used  for  libations  which  were  made  at 
the  second  course. 

wine-presses  in  eastern  countries. 

isAiAH  V.  2.  And  made  a  wine-press  therein.^  "  And  he  hewed 
out  also  a  lake  therein."  Lowth.  By  this  expression  we  are  to 
understand  not  the  wine-press  itself ;  but  what  the  Romans  called 
lacus,  the  lake,  the  large  open  place,  or  vessel,  which,  by  a  conduit 
or  spout,  received  the  must  from  the  wine-press.  In  very  hot 
countries  it  was  perhaps  necessary,  or  at  least  very  convenient,  to 
have  the  lake  underground,  or  in  a  cave  hewn  out  of  the  side  of  a 
rock,  for  coolness,  that  the  heat  might  not  cause  too  great  a  fer- 
mentation, and  sour  the  wine.  The  wine-presses  in  Persia,  Chardin 
says,  are  formed  by  making  hollow  places  in  the  ground,  lined 
with  mason's  work.     Nonnus  describes  at  large  Bacchus  hollow- 
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ing  the  inside  of  the  rock^  and  hewing  out  a  place  for  the  wine- 
press, or  rather  the  lake. 

He  pierc*d  the  rock ;  and  with  the  sharpen'd  tool 

Of  steel  well  tempered  scoop'd  its  inmost  depth  ; 

Then  8mooth*d  the  front,  and  form*d  the  dark  recess 

In  just  dimension  for  the  foaming  lake.      Dionjsiac.  lih.  xii. 

LowTH,  in  loc* 

WISE  AND  FOOLISH  VIRGINS. 

Matt,  xxv,  4.  I%e  wise  took  oil  in  their  vessels  with  their 
lampsJ]  Chardin  observes,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  East,  and  in 
particidar  in  the  Indies,  instead  of  torches  and  flambeaux,  they 
carry  a  pot  of  oil  in  one  hand,  and  a  lamp  full  of  oily  rags  in  the 
other,  They  seldom  make  use  of  candles,  especially  amongst  the 
great,  candles  casting  but  little  light,  and  they  sitting  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  from  them.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p,  431,  note. 

Matt.  xxv.  6.  4^nd  at  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made,  behold, 
the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out  to  meet  himJ\  It  was  the  cus- 
tom among  the  ancient  Greeks  to  conduct  the  new  married  couple 
home  widi  torches  or  lamps.  Thus  Homer  describes  a  marriage 
procession. 

The  sacred  pomp  and  eenial  feast  delight,  i^^ 

And  solemn  dance,  and  hymeneal  rite ; 

Along  the  street  the  new  made  hrides  are  led. 

With  torches  flaming,  to  the  nnptial^ed  : 

The  yout]\ful  dancers  in  a  circle  hound  ; 

.  To  the  soft  flute  a^d  cithern's  silver  sound ; 

Through  the  fair  streets  the  matrons  in  a  row 

Stand  in  their  porches,  and  enjoj  the  show. 

Hiad  zriit.  lin.  569. 

A  like  custom  is  still  observed  among  the  pagan  East  Indians, 
*^  for  on  the  day  of  their  marriage  the  husband  and  wife,  being  both 
^l  the  same  palanquin,  go  out  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  accompanied  with  all  their  kindred  and  friends :  the  trum- 
pets and  drums  go  before  them,  and  they  are  lighted  by  a  multi- 
tude of  massals,  which  are  a  kind  of  flambeaux.  The  new  married 
couple  go  abroad  in  this  equipage  for  the  space  of  some  hours, 
after  which  they  return  to  their  own  house,  where  the  wojnen  and 
domestics  wait  for  th^m.     The  whol^  house  is  enlightened  with 
little  lamps,  and  many  of  those  massals  already  mentioned  are 
kept  ready  for  their  arrival,  besides  those  that  accompany  them, 
and  go  before  the  palanquin."    (Agreement  of  Customs]^feetween 
East  Indians  and  Jews,  art  xvii.  p.  68.)  ^ 

The  Roman  ladies  were  led  home  to  their  husbands'  houses  in 
tjie  evening  by  the  light  of  torches.  (Kennett's  Roman  Antiqui- 
ties, part  ii.  b.  v.  c.  9.)  These  circumstances  strongly  illustrate 
the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins,  especially  where  it  is  said  that "  they 
went  out  to  meet  the  bridegroom  with  their  lamps." 
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WISDOM  DESCRIBED  AS  A  ROYAL  PERSONAGE. 

V 

Prov.  iii.  16.  Length  of  days  is  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her 
left  riches  and  honour.'}  Wisdom  is  here  represented  as  a  queen, 
holding  in  one  hand,  instead  of  a  sceptre,  length  of  days,  and  in 
the  other,  instead  of  a  globe,  riches  and  honour.  The  allusion  is 
thought  by  some  to  be  to  an  ancient  custom  of  numbering  things 
and  the  ages  of  men  by  the  hand  and  fingers,  beginning  with  the 
left  hand ;  and  when  they  came  to  a  hundred,  going  on  to  the 
right.  So  that  in  her  right  hand  might  be  said  to  be  length  of 
days,  few  persons  arriving  to  that  number.  (Alex,  ab  Alex.  Genial. 
Dier.  1.  i.  c.  14.)     To  this  Juvenal  refers  when  speaking  of  Nestor, 

Saos  jam  deztra  computat  annos.        Sat.  z.  349. 

Prov.  ix.  3.  She  has  sent  forth  her  maidens."]  Hasselquist 
observed  a  custom  in  Egypt,  which  he  imagines  to  be  very  ancient. 
He  saw  a  number  of  women,  who  went  about  inviting  people  to  a 
banquet.  They  were  about  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  covered 
with  black  veils,  as  is  usual  in  that  country.  They  were  preceded 
by  four  eunuchs ;  after  them,  and  on  the  side,  were  Moors  with 
their  usual  walking-staves.  As  they  were  walking,  they  all  joined 
in  making  a  noise,  which  he  was  told  signified  their  joy,  but  which 
he  could  not  find  resembled  a  pleasing  song.  This  passage  of 
Solomon  seems  to  allude  to  this  practice ;  for  wisdom  is  said  to 
have  "  sent  forth  her  maidens,"  and  to  "  cry  upon  the  high  places 
of  the  city."     Harmer,  vol.  iii.  p.  193. 

WITNESSES  PROPHESYING  IN  SACKCLOTH. 

^  Rev.  xi.  3.  /  will  give  power  unto  my  two  witnesses,  and  they 
shall  prophesy  a  thousand  two  hundred  and  threescore  days, 
clothed  in  sackchth.}  Sackcloth  appears  to  have  been  made  of 
hafar,  and  as  to  its  colour,  to  have  been  black;  the  scripture 
declares  that  the  sun  became  "black  as  sackcloth  of  hair."  (Rev. 
vi.  12.)  The  prophets  wore  it  as  a  dress  at  particular  times,  and 
agreeably  to  that  custom  the  two  witnesses  were  to  be  clothed  in 
sackcloth.  It  was  used  in  these  cases  to  express  distress,  and  as 
a  token  of  mourning ;  it  appears  also  to  have  been  employed  to 
enwrap  the  dead  when  about  to  be  buried,  so  that  its  being  worn 
by  survivors  was  a  kind  of  assimilation  to  the  departed :  and  its 
being  worn  by  penitents  was  an  implied  confession  that  their  guilt 
exposed  them  to  death.  This  may  be  gathered  from  an  expression 
of  Chardin,  who  says,  Kel  Anayet,  the  shah*s  buffoon,  made  a 
shop  in  the  seraglio,  which  he  filled  with  pieces  of  that  coarse  kind 
of  stuff,  of  which  winding-sheets  for  the  dead  are  made.  And 
agaip,  ^^  the  sufierers  die  by  hundreds,  wrapping  cloth  is  doubled 
in  price."  However,  in  latter  ages,  some  eastern  nations  mi^ht 
bury  in  linen,  yet  others  still  retained  the  use  of  sackcloth  for  that 
purpose.     Fragments  Supplementary  to  Calmet*s  Diet.  No.  320. 
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WIVES  OUGHT  TO  BE  KEEPERS  AT  HOME. 

Titus  ii.  5.  Keepers  at  home.']  Jealousy  is  so  common  and 
powerfiil  among  the  people  of  the  East,  that  their  wives  are  very 
much  confined  to  their  houses.  Russell  informs  us  (Hist  of 
Aleppo,  p.  113)  that  "the  Turks  of  Aleppo  being  very  jealous, 
keep  their  women  as  much  at  home  as  they  can,  so  that  it  is  but 
seldom  that  they  are  allowed  to  visit  each  other.  Necessity,  how- 
ever, obliges  the  husbands  to  suffer  them  to  go  often  to  the  bagnio, 
and  Mondays  and  Thursdays  are  a  sort  of  licensed  days  for  them 
to  visit  the  tombs  of  their  deceased  relations,  which  ftirnishes  them 
with  an  opportunity  of  walking  abroad  in  the  gardens  or  fields ; 
they  have  so  contrived  that  almost  everv  Thursday  in  the  spring 
bears  the  name  of  some  particular  sheik  (or  saint)  whose  tomb  they 
must  visit  on  that  day.  (Their  cemeteries  and  gardens  are  out  of 
their  cities  in  common.)  By  this  means  the  greatest  part  of  the 
Turkish  women  of  the  city  get  abroad  to  breathe  the  fresh  air  at 
such  seasons,  unless  confined  (as  is  not  uncommon)  to  their  houses, 
by  order  of  the  bashaw,  and  so  deprived  even  of  that  little  freedom 
which  custom  had  procured  them  firom  their  husbands.*'  The  pro- 
hibitions of  the  bashaws  are  designed,  or  pretended  to  be  designed 
at  least,  to  prevent  the  breach  of  chastity,  for  which  these  liberties 
of  going  abroad  might  be  supposed  to  afford  an  opportunity.  For 
the  same  reason  it  may  be  apprehended  that  St.  JPaul  joins  the 
being  "  chaste  and  keepers  at  home"  together.  Harmer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  403. 

WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN,  WHERE  PLACED  WHEN  TRAVELLING. 

Gen.  xxxiii.  3.  And  he  passed  over  before  them.']  In  travelling 
it  was  usual  to  place  the  women  and  children  in  the  rear  of  the 
company.  This  was  evidently  the  situation  occupied  by  Leah  and 
Rachel,  in  their  journey  with  Jacob.  From  other  sources  we 
derive  the  same  information.  In  the  history  of  the  caliph  Vathek, 
it  is  said,  that  the  black  eunuchs  were  the  inseparable  attendants 
of  the  ladies,  the  rear  was  consequently  their  post.  In  the  argu- 
ment to  the  poem  of  Amriolkais,  it  is  related  that  one  day  when 
her  tribe  had  struck  their  tents,  and  were  changing  their  station^ 
the  women,  as  usual,  came  behind  the  rest  with  the  servants  and 
baggage,  in  carriages  fixed  on  the  backs  of  camels.  See  also  Gen. 
xxiv.  61. 

WOMEN  APPOINTED  DOOR-KEEPERS  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

John  xviii.  16.  And  spake  unto  her  that  kept  the  door.]  The 
Ethiopic  version  in  the  next  verse  calls  this  person  the  door- 
keeper's daughter.  He  might  indeed  be  the  porter,  but  being 
busy,  she  supplied  his  place.  There  is  however  no  need  of  such 
a  conjecture,  since  it  was  usual  with  other  nations,  and  might  be 
with  the  Jews,  for  women  to  be  door-keepers.  Pignorius  (de 
Servis,  p.  454)  has  shown  this  from  Plautus,  Petronius,  Pausanias, 
and  others. 
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WOMEN  DRAWING  WATER. 


Gen.  xxiv.  11.  At  the  time  of  the  evening^  even  the  time  that 
women  go  out  to  draw  water,']  Homer  mentions  the  same  custom 
of  women  being  employed  in  drawing  water  among  the  Phaeacians 
and  Laestrygonians.  (Od.  vii.  20,  et  x.  105.)  Dr.  Shaw,  speaking 
of  the  occupation  of  the  Moorish  women  in  Barbary,  says,  "to 
finish  the  day,  at  the  time  of  the  evening,  even  at  the  time  that 
the  women  go  out  to  draw  water,  they  are  still  to  fit  themselves 
with  a  pitcher  or  goat-skin,  and  tying  their  sucking  children  be- 
hind them,  trudge  it  in  this  manner  two  or  three  miles  to  fetch 
water."    Travels,  p.  421. 

Gen.  xxiv.  15.  Rebekah  came  out — with  her  pitcher  upon  her 
shoulder.]  The  same  custom  prevailed  iii  ancient  Greece.  Homer 
represents  Minerva  meeting  Ulysses  as  the  sun  was  going  down, 
under  the  form  of  a  Pha^acian  virgin  carrying  a  pitcher  of  water, 
that  being  the  time  when  the  maidens  went  out  to  draw  water. 

When  near  the  fam'd  Phaeacian  walls  he  drew. 
The  beauteous  city  op'ning  to  his  view. 
His  step  a  virgin  met,  and  stood  before ; 
A  polished  urn  the  seeming  virgin  bore. 

Odjss.  b.  vii.  J5,  Pope. 

See  also  Odyss.  lib.  x.  105,  A  similar  custom  prevailed  also 
in  Armenia,  as  may  be  seen  in  Xenophon's  Anabasis,  b.  iv. 

Gen.  xxiv.  20.  And  she  hasted,  and  emptied  her  pitcher  into 
the  troughJ]  In  some  places  where  there  are  wells,  there  are  no 
conveniences  to  draw  water  with.  But  in  other  places  the  wells 
are  furnished  with  troughs,  and  suitable  contrivances  for  watering 
cattle. "  The  MS.  Chardin  tells  us,  that  "  there  are  wells  in  Per- 
sia and  Arabia,  in  the  driest  places,  and  above  all  in  the  Indies, 
with  troughs  and  basons  of  stone  by  the  side  of  them."  Harmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  431. 

WOMEN  FORBIDDEN  TO  WEAR  HEN's  ATTIRE. 

Deut.  xxii.  5.  The  woman  shall  not  wear  that  which  per- 
taineth  unto  a  man,  neither  shall  a  man  put  on  a  woman^s  gar^ 
mental  This  prohibitory  law  seems  directed  against  an  idolatrous 
usage,  which  appears  to  be  as  ancient  as  Moses,  and  which  later 
Writers  inform  us,  was  to  be  found  among  several  nations  in  after 
times ;  and  that  too  attended  with  the  most  abominable  practices. 
From  Plutarch  (De  Isid.  et  Osir.  torn.  ii.  p.  368.  edit.  Xylandr.) 
we  learn,  that  the  Egyptians  called  the  moon  the  mother  of  the 
world,  and  assigned  to  her  a  nature  both  male  and  female :  and 
Boyse  (Pantheon,  p.  7^.)  says  of  Diana,  Luna,  or  the  moon,  that 
the  Egyptians  worshipped  this  deity  both  as  male  and  female,  the 
men  sacrificing  to  it  as  Luna,  the  women  as  Lunus,  and  each  sex 
on  these  occasions  assuming  the  dress  of  the  other.  Park- 
hurst's  Heb.  Lex.  p.  107. 
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WOMEN  HAVE  THEIR  FEASTS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTRIES. 

Esther  i.  9.  Feasi  for  the  tvomenJ]  Chardin  says,  "  it  is 
the  custom  of  Persia,  and  of  all  the  East,  for  the  women  to  have 
their  feasts  at  the  same  time  (with),  but  apart  from  the  men." 
Harmer,  vol.  i.  p.  354. 

WOMEN  IN  eastern  COUNTRIES  MADE  WEARING  APPAREL. 

1  Sam.  ii.  19.  Moreover  his  mother  made  him  a  little  coat, 
and  brought  it  to  him  from  year  to  year  J]  The  women  made 
wearing-apparel,  and  their  common  employment  was  weaving 
stuffs,  as  making  cloth  and  tapestry  is  now.  We  see  in  Homer 
the  instances  of  Penelope,  Calypso,  and  Circe.  There  are  exam- 
ples of  it  in  Theocritus  (Idyll.  15.),  Terence  (Heaut.  actii.  sc.  2.) 
and  many  other  authors.  But  what  appears  most  wonderful  is, 
that  this  custom  was  retained  at  Rome  among  the  greatest  ladies 
in  a  very  corrupt  age,  since  Augustus  commonly  wore  clothes 
made  by  his  wife,  sister,  and  daughter.  (Suet.  Aug.  73.  See 
also  Prov.  xxxi.  13,  19.)     Fleury  s  Hist,  of  Israelites,  p.  72, 

2  KiNOS  xxiii.  7.  TTie  women  wove  hangings  for  the  grove."] 
In  the  history  of  Schemselouhar  and  the  Prince  of  Persia 
(Arabian  Nights'  Entertainment),  when  the  former  was  told  that 
the  caliph  was  coming  to  visit  her,  she  ordered  the  paintings  on 
silk,  which  were  in  the  garden,  to  be  taken  down.  In  the  same 
manner  are  paintings  or  hangihgs  said  to  be  used  in  the  passage 
referred  to. 

The  authority  given  for  this  custom  must  be  allowed  to  be 
sufficient  to  vouch  for  the  existence  of  the  practice  in  question,  to 
whatever  animadversions  the  work  itself  may  be  liable  in  any 
other  point  of  view. 

WORD  OF  the  lord. 

1  Sam.  iii.  21.  The  word  of  the  Lord.]  Without  recurring 
to  the  learned  explanations  which  have  been  given  of  this  ex- 
pression, it  may  possibly  receive  an  agreeable  illustration  from 
the  following  extracts,  **  In  Abyssinia  there  is  an  officer  named 
Kal  Hatze,  who  stands  always  upon  steps  at  the  side  of  the  lat- 
tice window,  where  there  is  a  hole  covered  in  the  inside  with  a 
curtain  of  green  taffeta;  behind  this  curtain  the  king  sits.'' 
(Bruce's  Trav,  vol.  iv.  p.  76.^  The  king  is  described  in  another 
place  as  very  much  concealed  from  public  view.  He  even 
<<  covers  his  face  on  audiences,  or  public  occasions,  and  when  in 
judgment.  On  cases  of  treason  he  sits  within  his  balcony,  and 
speak$  through  a  hole  in  the  side  of  it,  to  an  officer  called  Kal 
Hatze,  the  voice  or  word  of  the  king,  by  whom  he  sends  his 
questions,  or  any  thing  else  that  occurs,  to  the  judges,  who  are 
seated  at  the  council  table."  (Bruce's  Trav.  vol.  iii.  p.  265.) 
If  such  a  custom  ever  obtained  among  the  Jews,  the  propriety 
of  the  expression,  ^^  the  word  of  the  Lord,"  is  obvious,  as  the 
idea  must  nave  been  very  familiar  to  them.  This  clearly  appears 
to  have  been  the  case  as  to  Joseph  and  his  brethren.  Gen.. xlii. 
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2S.  Joseph  spake  by  an  interpreter,  not  of  languages,  but  of 
dignity  and  state.  Other  instances  of  the  same  nature  may  pro* 
bably  be  traced  in  2  Kings  v.  10;  Job  xxxiii.  28. 

EzEKiEL  xii.  8.  And  in  the  morning  came  the  word  of  the 
Lord  unto  me.l  The  ancients  thought  that  those  visions  were 
truly  prophetic,  which  appeared  in  the  morning.  *'  Certiora  et 
colatiora  de  anima  somniari  affirmant  sub  extremis  noctibus.*' 
Tertullian. 

Ovid  thus  expresses  himself  in  his  epistle  of  Hero  to  Leander : 

Suh  auroram,  jam  donnitante  lucern^, 
Somnia  quo  cemi  tempore  vera  solent. 

Mr.  Pope  begins  his  intellectual  vision  of  the  Temple  of  Fame  at 
the  same  time : — 

What  time  the  mom  mysterious  visions  brings. 
While  purer  slumbers  spread  their  golden  wings. 

2  Thess.  iii.  1.  That  the  mord  of  the  Lord  may  have  free 
course  and  be  glorified,']  Some  think  that  these  words  allude  to 
the  applauses  given  to  those  who  made  a  speedy  progress  in  the 
races,  which  constituted  so  important  a  part  of  the  Grecian 
games. 

WORSHIP  OF  DEMONS  AND  DEVILS. 

Rev.  ix.  20.  They  should  not  worship  devik,"]  Mr.  Ives,  in 
his  travels  through  Persia,  gives  the  following  curious  account  of 
devil-worship :  '*  These  people  (the  Sanjacks,  a  nation  inhabiting 
the  country  about  Mosul,  the  ancient  Nineveh)  once  professed 
Christianity,  then  mahometanism,  and  last  of  all  devilism.  They 
say,  it  is  true,  that  the  devil  has  at  present  a  quarrel  with  God, 
but  the  time  will  come,  when  the  pride  of  his  heart  being  sub- 
dued, he  will  make  his  submission  to  the  Almighty ;  and^  as  the 
deity  cannot  be  implacable,  the  devil  will  receive  a  full  pardon  for 
all  bis  transgressions,  and  both  he,  and  all  those  who  paid  him 
attention  during  his  disgrace,  will  be  admitted  into  the  blessed 
mansions.  This  is  the  foundation  of  their  hope,  and  this  chance 
for  heaven  they  esteem  to  be  a  better  one,  than  that  of  trusting  to 
their  own  merits,  or  the  merits  of  the  leader  of  any  other  religion 
whatsoever.  The  person  of  the  devil  they  look  on  as  sacred,  and 
when  they  affirm  any  thing  solemnly,  they  do  it  by  his  name. 
All  disrespectful  expressions  of  him  they  would  punish  with 
death,  did  not  the  Turkish  power  prevent  them.  Whenever  they 
speak  of  him,  it  is  with  the  utmost  respect ;  and  they  always  put 
before  his  name  a  certain  title  corresponding  to  that  of  highness, 
or  lord."  (p.  318.)  The  Benjans,  in  the  East  Indies  (according 
to  the  Abbe  de  Guyon,  in  his  history  of  that  country),  fill  their 
temples  or  pagodas  with  his  statues,  designed  in  all  the  horrid 
extravagance  of  the  Indian  taste.  The  king  of  Calicut,  in  par- 
ticular, has  a  pagoda  wholly  filled  with  the  most  frightful  figures 
of  the  devilj  which  receives  no  other  light  than  what  proceeds 
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from  the  gleam  of  a  multitude  of  lamps.  In  the  midst  of  this 
kind  of  cavern  is  a  copper  throne,  whereon  a  devil,  formed  of  the 
same  metal,  is  seated,  with  a  tiara  of  several  rows  on  his  head, 
three  large  horns,  and  four  others  that  spring  out  of  his  forehead. 
He  has  a  large  gaping  mouth,  out  of  which  come  four  teeth,  like 
the  tusks  of  a  boar.  His  chin  is  furnished  with  a  long  and 
hideous  beard.  He  has  a  crooked  nose,  large  squinting  eyes,  a 
face  frightfully  inflamed,  fingers  crooked,  like  talons,  and  paws 
rather  than  feet.  His  breasts  hang  down  upon  his  belly,  where 
his  hands  are  laid  in  a  negligent  posture ;  from  his  belly  arises 
another  head,  uglier  if  possible  than  the  first,  with  two  horns, 
and  a  tongue  hanging  out  prodigiously  large,  and  behind  him  a 
tail  like  a  cow's.  On  his  tongue  and  in  his  hand  there  are  two 
figures,  almost  round,  which  the  Indians  say  are  souls  that  he  is 
preparing  to  devour.     (Hist  of  East  Ind.  part  ii.  c.  2,  s.  I.) 

WORSHIP  OF  THE  HEAVENLY  STATE  DESCRIBED. 

Rev.  v.  14.  And  the  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down  and 
worshipped  him  that  livethfor  ever  and  everJ]  It  was  the  cus- 
tom in  the  temple  worship  for  the  singers  to  make  pauses.  In 
every  Psalm,  say  the  Talmudists,  the  music  made  three  inter- 
missions; at  these  intermissions  the  trumpet  sounded  and  the 
people  worshipped.     See  Lightfoot's  Temple  Service,  c.  7. 

Rev.  vii.  9.  A  great  multitude — stood  before  the  throne  and 
before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robesJ]  At  the  feast  of 
tabernacles  they  walked  every  day  round  the  altar  with  palm- 
branches  in  their  hands,  singing  hosannah :  during  this  ceremony 
the  trumpets  sounded  on  all  sides.  On  the  seventh  day  of  the 
feast  they  went  seven  times  round  the  altar,  and  this  was  called 
the  great  hosannah.  Upon  the  last  day  of  the  feast  they  used  to 
repeat  their  hosannah  often,  saying,  For  thy  sake,  O  our  Creator, 
hosannah :  For  thy  sake,  O  our  Redeemer,  hosannah.  For  thy 
sake,  O  our  seeker,  hosannah.  See  the  Jewish  Rituals.  There 
seems  to  be  an  allusion  in  these  words  to  this  custom. 

WORSHIPPING  OF  ANGELS. 

* 

CoLOSS.  ii.  18.  A  voluntary  humility,  and  worshipping  of 
angels.']  These  expressions  apply,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  the 
Essenes.  For  Josephus  informs  us,  that  they  had  something 
very  particular  among  them,  relating  to  the  angels.  He  says  (de 
Bello  Judaic,  lib.  ii.  c.  8.)  that  when  they  received  any  into  their 
number,  they  made  them  solemnly  swear  that  they  would  keep 
and  observe  the  books  of  the  sects,  and  the  names  of  the  angels 
with  care.     Jennings's  Jewish  Ant.  vol.  i.  p.  471. 

WRITING  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Job  xix.  23.  O  that  my  words  were  now  written*']  "  The 
most  ancient  way  of  writing  was  upon  the  leaves  of  the  palm-tree. 
(Pliny,  lib.  xiii.  cap.  11.)  Afterwards  they  made  use  of  the  inner 
bark  of  a  tree  for  this  purpose ;  which  inner  bark  being  in  Latin 
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called  liher^  and  in  Gi^eek  /3c/3Xoc9  from  faenqe  a  book  bath  ever 
since  in  the  Latin  language  been  called  liher^  and  in  the  Greek 
j3cj3Xoc9  because  their  books  anciently  consisted  of  leaves  made  of 
such  inner  barks.  The  Chinese  still  make  use  of  such  inner 
barks  or  rinds  of  trees  to  write  upon,  as  some  of  their  books 
brought  into  Europe  plainly  show.  Another  way  made  use  of 
among  the  Greeks  ai>d  Romans^  and  which  was  as  ancient  as 
Homer  (for  he  makes  mention  of  it  in  his  poems)^  was,  to  write 
on  tables  of  wood  covered  over  with  wax.  On  these  they  wrote 
with  a  bodkin  or  style  of  iron,  with  which  they  engraved  their 
letters  on  the  wax ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the  different  ways  of 
men's  writings  or  compositions  are  called  diiSerent  styles.  This 
way  was  mostly  made  use  of  in  the  writing  of  letters  or  epistles ; 
hence  such  epistles  are  in  Latin  called  tabelUe,  and  the  carriers  of 
them  tabellarii.  When  their  epistles  were  thus  written,  they 
tied  the  tables  together  with  a  thread  or  string,  setting  their  seal 
upon  the  knot,  and  so  sent  them  to  the  party  to  whom  they  were 
directed,  who  cutting  the  string  opened  and  read  them.  But  on 
the  invention  of  the  Egyptian  papyrus  for  this  use,  alt  the  other 
ways  of  writing  were  soon  superseded,  no  material  till  then 
invented  being  more  convenient  to  write  upon  than  this.  And 
therefore  when  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  king  of  Egypt  set  up  to 
make  a  great  library,  and  to  gather  all  sorts  of  books  into  it,  he 
Caused  them  to  be  all  copied  out  on  this  sort  of  paper ;  and  it  was 
exported  also  for  the  use  of  other  countries,  till  Eymenes,  king  of 
Pergamus,  endeavouring  to  erect  a  library  at  Pergamus,  which 
should  outdo  that  at  Alexandria,  occasioned  a  prohibition  to  be 
put  upon  the  exportation  of  that  commodity.  This  put  Eumenes 
upon  the  invention  of  making  books  of  parchment,  and  on  them 
he  thenceforth  copied  out  such  of  the  works  of  learned  men  as  he 
afterwards  put  into  his  library,  and  hence  it  is  that  parchment  is 
called  in  Latin  pergamena, '  that  is,  from  the  city  Pergamus,  in 
Lesser  Asia,  where  it  was  first  used  for  this  purpose  among  the 
Greeks,  For  that  Eumenes  on  this  occasiqQ  first  invented  the 
making  of  parchment  cannot  be  true;  for  in  Isaiah,  Jeremiah^ 
Ezekiel,  and  other  partis  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  many  ages  before 
the  time  of  Eumenes,  we  find  mention  made  of  rolls  of  writing; 
and  who  can  doubt  but  that  these  rolls  were  of  parchment? 
From  the  time  that  the  noble  art  of  printing  hath  been  invented, 
the  paper  which  is  made  of  the  paste  of  linen  rags  is  that  whichx 
hath  been  generally  made  use  of,  both  in  writing  and  in  printing, 
as  being  the  most  convenient  for  both,  and  the  use  of  parchment 
hath  been  mostly  appropriated  to  records,  registers,  and  instru- 
ments of  law,  for  which,  by  reason  of  its  durableness,  Jt  is  most 
fit."  (Prideaux's  Connexion,  vol.  ii.  p.  707,  9th  edit.)  It  is 
observable  also,  that  anciently  they  wrote  their  public  records  on 
volumes  or  rolls  of  lead,  and  their  private  matters  on  fine  linen 
and  wax.     The  former  ofthe3e  customs  we  trace  in  Job's  wish. 
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**  O  that  my  words  were  now  written !  O  that  they  were  printed 
in  a  book !  that  they  were  graven  with  an  iron  pen  and  lead  in 
the  rock  for  ever !  There  is  a  way  of  writing  in  the  East^  which 
is  designed  to  fix  woi'ds  on  the  memory,  but  the  writing  is  not 
designed  to  continue.  The  children  in  Barbary  that  are  sent  to 
school  make  no  use  of  paper ;  Dr.  Shaw  tells  us  (Trav.  p.  194.), 
but  each  boy  writes  on  a  smooth  thin  board,  slightly  daubed  over 
with  whiting,  which  may  be  wiped  ofi"  or  renewed  at  pleasure. 
There  are  few  that  retain  what  they  have  learned  in  their  youth ; 
doubtless  things  were  often  wiped  out  of  the  memory  of  the  Arabs 
in  the  days  of  Job,  as  well  as  out  of  their  writing-tables.  Job 
therefore  says,  "  O  that  they  were  written  in  a  book,"  from 
whence  they  should  not  be  blotted  out !  But  books  were  liable 
to  injuries,  and  for  this  reason  he  wishes  his  words  might  be  even 
'<  graven  in  a  rock,"  the  most  lasting  way  of  all.  Thus  the  dis- 
tinction between  "  writing,"  and  "  writing  in  a  book,"  becomes 
perfectly  sensible,  and  the  gradation  appears  in  its  beauty,  which 
is  lost  in  ou^  translation,  where  the  word  **  printed"  is  intro- 
duced, which,  besides  its  impropriety,  conveys  no  idea  of  the 
meaning  of  Job,  records  that  are  designed  to  last  long,  not  being 
distinguished  fi'om  less  durable  papers  by  being  printed.  (Har- 
MER,  vol.  ii.  p.  168,  vide  also  Jones's  Vindication  of  the  former 
part  of  St.  Matthew's  Gospel,  chap.  14  and  15. 

Job  xxxi.  35,  36.  That  mine  adversary  had  written  a  book  f 
surely  I  would  take  it  upon  my  shoulder y  and  bind  it  as  a  crown 
to  me,]  From  the  following  extracts  it  appears,  what  is  the  cus* 
tomary  kind  of  homage,  which,  in  the  East,  is  paid,  not  only  to 
sovereignty,  but  to  communications  of  the  sovereign's  will, 
whether  by  word  or  letter.  "  When  th6  mogol,  by  letters,  sends 
his  commands  to  any  of  his  governors,  these  papers  are  enter- 
tained with  as  much  respect  as  if  himself  were  present ;  for  the 
governor,  having  intelligence  that  such  letters  are  coming  near 
nim,  himself,  with  other  inferior  officers,  rides  forth  to  meet  the 
*  patamar,'  or  messenger,  that  brings  them,  and  as  soon  as  he 
sees  those  letters,  he  alights  from  his  horse,  falls  down  on  the 
earth,  and  takes  them  from  the  messenger,  ^  and  lays  them  on 
his  head,  whereon  he  binds  them  fast  :*  then  retiring  to  his  place 
of  public  meeting,  he  reads,  and  answers  them."  (Sir  Thomas 
Roe's  Embassy,  p.  453. 

"  The  letter  which  was  to  be  presented  to  the  new  monarch 
was  delivered  to  the  general  of  the  slaves,  it  was  put  up  in  a 
purse  of  cloth  of  gold,  drawn  together  with  strings  of  twisted 
gold  and  silk,  with  tassels  of  the  same,  and  the  chief  minister  put 
his  own  SQfil  upon  it;  nor  was  any  omitted  of  all  those  knacks 
and  curiosities,  which  the  oriental  people  make  use  of  in  making 
up  their  epistles." 

"  The  general  threw  himself  at  his  majesty's  feet,  bowing  to 
the  very  ground  :  then  rising  upon  his  knees^  he  drew  out  of  the 
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bosom  of  iiis  garment  the  bag,  wherein  was  the  letter  which  the 
assembly  had  sent  to  the  new  monarch.  Presently  he  opened 
the  bag,  took  out  the  letter,  kissed  it,  laid  it  to  his  forehead,  pre- 
sented it  to  his  majesty,  and  then  rose  up." '  (Chardin's  Coron. 
of  Soleiman,  p.  44.)  To  such  a  custom  as  is  here  described,  Job 
seems  to  allude  in  this  passage. 

.  Jer.  xvii.  13.  They  that  depart  from  me  shall  he  written  in 
the  earth.']  Peter  della  Valle  observed  a  method  of  writing  short- 
lived memorandums  in  India,  which  he  thus  describes.  "  I 
beheld  children  writing  their  lessons  with  their  fingers  on  the 
ground,  the  pavement  being  for  that  purpose  strewed  all  over 
with  very  fine  sand.  When  the  pavement  was  full,  they  put  the 
writing  out,  and,  if  need  were,  strewed  new  sand  from  a  little 
heap  they  had  before  them^  wherewith  to  write  farther."  p.  40. 
One  would  be  tempted  to  think,  says  Mr.  Harmer  (vol.  ii.  p.  168, 
note),  the  prophet  Jeremiah  had  this  way  of  writing  in  view, 
when  he  says  of  them  that  depart  from  God,  "  they  shall  be 
written  in  the  earth.**  Certainly  it  means,  in  general,  soon  to  be 
blotted  out  and  forgotten,  as  is  apparent  from  Psalm  Ixix.  28. 
Ezek.  xiii.  9. 

Hab.  ii.  2,  Make  it  plain  upon  tables.]  Writing-tables  were 
used  in  and  before  the  time  of  Homer;  for  he  speaks ^(11.  vi.)  of 
writing  very  pernicious  things  upon  a  two-leaved  table.  They 
were  made  oi  wood,  consisted  of  two,  three,  or  five  leaves,  and 
were  covered  with  wax;  on  this  impressions  were  easily  made, 
continued  long,  and  were  very  legible.  It  was  a  custom  amongst 
the  Romans  for  the  public  afiairs  of  every  year  to  be  committed 
to  writing  by  the  pontifex  maximus,  or  high  priest,  and  published 
on  a  table.  They  were  exposed  to  public  view,  so  that  the 
people  might  have  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  them. 
It  was  also  usual  to  hang  up  laws  approved  and  recorded  on 
tables  of  brass  in  their  market-places,  and  in  their  temples,  that 
they  might  be  seen  and  read.  (Taciti  Annales,  1.  xi.  c.  14.)  In 
like  manner  the  Jewish  prophets  used  to  write,  and  expose  their 
prophecies  publicly  on  tables,  either  in  their  own  houses,  or  in 
the  temple,  that  every  one  that  passed  by  might  read  them, 

Mark  xv.  26,  The  superscription  of  his  accusation.]  It  was 
the  custom  of  the  Romans  to  write  the  crime  for  which  any  man 
sufiered  death  on  a  tablet,  and  carry  it  before  him  to  his  execu* 
tion.  Thus  (Euseb.  Eccl.  Hist.  lib.  v.  cap.  1)  Attains  the 
martyr  was  led  round  the  amphitheatre  with  a  tablet  before  him, 
inscribed,  **  This  is  Attains,  the  christian."  So  (Sueton.  Do- 
mitian.  cap.  10)  the  man  was  cast  to  the  dogs  in  the  arena  to  be 
devoured,  with  this  inscription,  "  He  spake  impiously."  The 
same  custom  prevailed  in  crucifixions.  Dio.  (lib.  liv.  598)  men* 
tions  a  servant  or  slave,  who  was  carried  to  the  cross  with  a 
writing  declaring  the  cause  of  his  death. 

Luke  i.  63.     And  /^e  asked  for  a  writing-table.]     Dr.  Shaw 
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(Travels,  p.  194)  informs  us,  that  the  Moorish  and  Turkish  boys 
in  Barbary  are  taught  to  write  upon  a  smooth  thin  board,  slightly 
daubed  over  with  whiting,  which  may  be  wiped  off  or  renewed  at 
pleasure.  Such  probably  (for  the  Jewish  children  use  the  same) 
was  the  little  board  or  writing-table  that  was  called  for  by 
Zacharias. 

WRITIKO  SECRETARY  NOTING  THE  SINS  OF  JERUSALEM. 

EzEK.  ix.  2.  And  one  man  among  them  was  clothed  with 
Unen,  with  a  writer^s  ink-horn  by  his  side.2  D'Arvieux  informs 
us,  that  "  the  Arabs  of  the  desert,  when  they  want  a  favour  of 
their  emir,  get  his  secretary  to  write  an  order  agreeable  to  their 
desire,  as  if  the  favour  were  granted;  this  they  carry  to  the 
prince,  who,  after  having  read  it,  sets  his  seal  to  it  with  inh,  if  he 
grant  it;  if  not,  he  returns  the  petitioner  his  paper  torn,  and  dis- 
misses him.  These  papers  are  without  daR,  and  have  only  the 
emir's  flourish  or  cipher  at  the  bottom,  signifying  the  poor,  the 
abject  Mahomet,  son  of  Turabeye.**  (Voy.  dans  la  Pal.  p*  61, 
154.)  Pococke  says  (Trav.  vol.  i.  p.  186,  note),  that  "  they 
make  the  impression  of  their  name  with  their  seal,  generally  of 
cornelian,  which  they  wear  on  their  finger,  and  which  is  blacked 
when  they  have  occasion  to  seal  with  it."  The  custom  of  placing 
the  inkhorn  by  the  side,  Olearius  says,  continues  in  the  rlast  to 
this  day.     Harmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  458. 

WRITING  UPON  STONES. 

Deut.  xxvii.  S,  3.  Thou  shalt  set  thee  up  great  stones,  and 
plaister  them  with  plaister,  and  tltou  shalt  write  upon  them  all 
the  words  of  this  law^  Before  the  use  of  paper  was  found  out 
the  ancients,  particularly  the  Phoenicians  and  Egyptians,  wrote 
their  minds  upon  stones.  This  custom  continued  long  after  the 
invention  of  paper,  especially  if  they  desired  any  thing  should  be 
generally  known,  and  be  conveyed  down  to  posterity.  Patrick, 
in  loc. 

Rev.  ii.  17.  A  white  stone.'\  The  stone  here  referred  to  is 
such  an  one  as  was  used  in  popular  judicature,  or  in  elections, 
the  custom  being  to  give  the  votes  in  either  of  these  by  such 
stones.  These  were  either  white  or  black ;  the  white  was  a  token 
of  absolution  or  approbation,  the  black  of  condemnation  or  rejec- 
tion. There  were  judges  in  the  agonistical  games,  who  awarded 
the  prizes  to  the  conqueror  by^  the  use  of  these  stones,  a  white 
one,  with  the  name  of  the  person  and  the  value  of  the  prize, 
being  given  to  such  as  were  victorious. 

Ovid  expressly  mentions,  that  black  and  white  stones  were 
used  to  absolve  or  condemn  persons  at  Argos. 

Mos  erat  aotiquus,  niyeis  atrisque  lapillis, 

His  damnare  reos,  illis  absoWere  culpa.  Metam.  lib.  zv.  lia.  42. 

ZEAL  COMPARED  TO  A  MELTING  FIRE. 

Psalm  Ixix.  9.     The  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me  up,'\ 


«  ORIENTAL  CUSTOMS.  467 

Peysonnel,  in  his  remarks  on  Baron  Du  Tott  (p;  45),  de- 
scribes a  custom  which  probably  is  alluded  to  by  the  Psalmist. 
**  Those  who  are  ag^ieved  stand  before  the  gate  of  the  seraglio ; 
each  carries  on  his  head  a  kind  of  match,  or  wick,  lighted  and 
smoking,  which  is  considered  as  the  allegorical  emblem  of  the 
fire  that  consumes  his  souL**  The  LXX«,  acquainted  with  this 
practice,  have  given  a  version  of  the  passage  more  bold  than  our 
own,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  Hebrew.  **  The  zeal  of  thine 
house  hath  melted  me" — i.  e.  consumed  me  by  fire. 

2  Cor.  zi.  99.  Who  is  offended^  afid  I  burn  not  ?'\  Who  is 
offended,  and  lam  not  jfired?  So  wvpovfxai  properly  signifies. 
It  may  perhaps  in  this  connexion  allude  to  the  sudden  hurry  of 
spirits  into  which  a  man  is  put  by  the  dangerous  fall  of  a  person 
he  tenderly  loves,  especially  when  occasioned  by  the  carelessness 
and  folly  of  another.     Doddridge,  in  loc. 
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